©gg
1970 %2200 12

89 D) 2MeIEw

4 ) DG

S1EEe@) D¢

(CD(_?ﬁCﬁDEj)

Hewtid® VD V&HRICeE
BC DN
aBdD S DSER

Qarvddy oy s® dém wemcd B [RB. 753]

S HOEO 18w 86 [B. 762]

oD aBwmRW @b8eC (WoowRD) WD oIl
[, 788] :
se@em 26 Bwdm CE.

Cozn oY QHAEC VBB @mg@am [8. 789] :

cedm B8 Hwd “¥7 THIE D wMmMTO s2dm G

ocem 26 we PWI® &S Dwds wOID DEBD G BB
codum [#B. 826] :
e wo 98 pmmd 9l (weewA®) LW (P YSIOFEEo))

3150 E8m o mETD s cem PP (Heewll®) LWW ey

Co Sod CcWW oW (00t @RBY) BB PIALLD
[R. 853] :

ecdm B wH PHID IS Bwd, ocal Aneandewsy, WOI» 2é®» ¢E.

cedm 96 BDady, TDew DEHID G 255 ez my
[4. 861, 877, 881] :
GmSoms e sg W eDgdsD
e 'y 8» MmBwla e ey B8EAe (ow'dw o cdmm SIS HEed)
(Beei@m) W oWYILD

Com G OE BB wew & (Boewidm) “®»D eWwITeH

D MBI, etz LB, 883]


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

Gsn15% 89 HasLBLpmp
@w. 4 12 peraf 1970

LTy TEHLOGTY) 6FeUTHHIE6T

(emeiramL)

Wy HmHeer Fanll
2 Bars 2 HEMS

Nosner oeTerLésid

QurgioaisEip Apsms [u. 753]
s dBansE aminps slmLsst [u. 762]

sariflwir gmmw BFH (HHSS5W) wesrsT [U. 788]:
WL SFETpmD WHUSILOULL &
Qeviimss CoullkvF smu wGFTsHT [u. 789] :
@QuamLmn wHUSLbGuUD n FlaupEe © o ¥ G@F FTLLUULL S
@uavLmid ppsT@iD WHiEssT GLiGlunH) BomGaummiuue wlsrsTasst [U. 826] :
Gz, @puiui wraflw (9 s 50) wiersm
&850 smih, MmeS0STLN SL60T Ml 0SS (9@ s5b) wWGsT ST
Quimas o177 FLE uad (BB5510) wesrsm [u. 853] :
QuemLid ppetih WHLLEEET Gi-thClLd DI Bpssuuliary popGapplull g
FsiLTLAunsornnd wGsrsm

soL, omes senfuisst (GpTfs, sarfluib g Pumpmy 2uEGUBSHW) (HHS55WD)
wlarsT
Boams CanriLsh miBESSTUaTD (HhH50) wBsrgm [u. 861, 877,881] :
@remmib wHi—alaursh g5 8masslurL g

25 Hmariyi NGy lsmr [u. 883]

VYolume 89 Monday
No. 4 12th January 1970

PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES
(HANSARD)
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

OFFICIAL REPORT

PRINCIPAL CONTENTS

PUBLIC PETITIONS COMMITTEE REPORT [Col. 753]
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS [Col. 762]
; EMPLOYEES’ PROVIDENT FUND (AMENDMENT) BILL [Col. 788] :
- Read the First time
' CEYLON TEA BOARD BILL [Col. 7891 :
4 Read a Second time and allocated to Standing Committee “A”
; BILLS READ A SECOND, AND THE THIRD TIME, AND PASSED [Col. 826] :
8 Tea and Rubber Subsidy (Amendment) Bill
| Agricultural and Industrial Credit Corporation (Amendment) Bill
CEYLON STATE MORTGAGE BANK (AMENDMENT) BILL [Col. 853] :
Read a Second, and the Third time, and passed, as amended
CONDOMINIUM PROPERTY BILL
SHOP AND OFFICE EMPLOYEES (REGULATION OF EMPLOYMENT AND
REMUNERATION) (AMENDMENT) BILL
CEYLON HOTELS CORPORATION (AMENDMENT) BILL [Cols. 861, 877, 881]
Second Reading
Debate adjourned
ADJOURNMENT MOTION [CTol. 2821
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Monday, 12th January 1970
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The House met at 19 am.
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(soorLis QrueSsril)

(The Clerk of the House)

I have to inform this honourable
House that Mr. Speaker is unavoid-

ably absent. I call upon the Deputy
Speaker to take the Chair.

¢HPGD Bewldn DN [, 8D
Bo@us® 9w.] eummbie B,
2&6T  Up@ ~B{@1! T GIT
6T, AR gurn] s Sraleissr.

Whereupon MRr. DEPUTY SPEAKER [MR.
M. SivasrtHAMPARAM] took the Chair.
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Regulation made Ly the Minister of
Land, Irrigation and Power under Sec-
tion 60 of the Electricity Act (Cap. 205)
—[The Hon. M. D. H. Jayawardena—on
behalf of the Minister of Land, Irrigation
and Power.]
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Ordered to lie upon the Table.
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(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

I present the first Report of the
Public Petitions Committes
2——58 622—810 (1/70)
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We have considered the under-
mentioned Petitions presented to the
House and make the following recom-
mendations :

1. Petition presented by Mr. P. M. K.
Tennekoon on the 30th July 1969
from Mrs. K. M. Koin Menike of
Track No. 2, Senapura, praying that
she be given a plot of land in Kandy

O Fe) WO ST Gles
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or elsewhere for dwelling as she had
lost the earlier plot of land due to
an earthslip.

We recommend that this petition be
referred to the Minister of Land, Irriga-
tion and Power for consideration and such
action as may be necessary.

2. Petition presented by Mr. B. Y
Tudawe on the 16th August 1969
from Mrs. G. Samarajeewa of
Meddewatta, Matara, praying that
her entire period of service as a
teacher be taken into account to en-
able her to obtain a pension or a
gratuity.

We recommend that this petition be re-
ferred to the Minister of Education and
Cultural Affairs for consideration and
such action as may be necessary.

3. Petition presented by Mr. S. de S.
Jayasingha, O.B.E., on the 22nd Oc-

- tober 1969 from Mr. Wilson Guna-
sekera of Bentota and 1192 others,
expressing their objection to the
granting of a licence for the manu-
facture of all plastic footwear to a
foreign concern with local partici-
pation by Gazette Extraordinary
%%914,871/14 of the 16th September

We recommend that this petition be
referred to the Minister of Industries and
Fisheries for consideration and such
action as may be necessary.

4. Petition presented by Mr. B. Y.
Tudawe on the 22nd October 1969
from Mr. M. Z. Hassen Alavi of 38,
St. Yehiya Mawatha, Matara, and
274 others, praying that, as the new
trustees appointed on 1st January
1969 to the Matara Bazaar Mosque °
do not have the confidence of the
Muslims of the Matara Bazaar, ac-
tion be taken to cancel these ap-
pointments forthwith and an oppor-
tunity be given to elect the new
trustees by the votes of the Muslims
of the Matara Bazaar, or, in the
alternative, the appointments be
made after discussion with the
representatives of the Muslim
population.

We recommend that this petition be re-
ferred to the Minister of Home Affairs for
consideration and such action as may be
necessary.

5. Petition presented by Mr. H. G. A.
Kariyawasam on the 22nd October
1969 from Mr. M. G. Siriwardena of
Talgaswala and 21 others, praying
that, as drivers and also security
officers of Members of Parliament,
they be placed on a salary scale or .
be  given appropriate relief,
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We recommend that this petition be re-
ferred to the Minister of Finance for con-
sideration and such action as may be
necessary.

6. Petition presented by Mrs. Wimala
Kannangara, M.B.E., on the 3rd De-
cember 1969 from the Rev. Hetti-
mulle Vajirabuddhi Thero of the
Puranaviharaya, Dunegaha, and 198
others, praying that effective steps
than at present be taken by the
National Government and the De-
partment of Education and Cultural
Affairs to guard and preserve items
of archaological interest at places
of Buddhist worship and other
places.

We recommend that this petition be re-
ferred to the Minister of Education and
Cultural Affairs for consideration and
such action as may be necessary.

7. Petition presented by Mr. R. G.
Senanayake on the 3rd December
1969 from Mr. Tilak Samarakoon,
Hony. President, and Mr. Sunil L. R.
Bandara, Hony. Secretary, of the
“Samastha Lanka Sinhala Upadi-
dhari and Jesta Samatunge Sanga-
maya” of Dambadeniya, praying
that the recovery of loans granted
to undergraduates by the Peoples’
Bank be commenced after they
secure employment and that no
additional interest on such loans be
charged for the period so extended.

We recommend that this petition be re-
ferred to the Minister of Finance for
consideration and such action as may be
necessary.

8. Petition presented by Mr. P. M. K.
Tennekoon on the 21st December
1969 from Mr. R. K. Heenbanda of
Manewa, Ipalogama, and 140 others
praying that the Manewa Baptist
Government School, which was
made a junior school under the
new school reorganization scheme,
be upgraded to that of a maha
vidyalaya.

We recommend that this petition be re-
ferred to the Minister of Education and
Cultural Affairs for consideration and
such action as may be necessary.

9. Petition presented by Mr. Lakshman
Jayakody on the 11th January 1970
from Mr. I. K. Themis, Village Com-
mittee Member, Mellawagedera, and
179 others, praying that telephone
facilities be provided to the Mella-
wagedera Sub-Post Office.

We recommend that this petition be re-
ferred to the Minister of Public Works,
Posts and Telecommunications for con-
sideration and such action as may be
necessary.

We note with regret that the Public
Petitions Committee as constituted at pre-
sent do not have the power to examine in
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detail the petitions referred to it by the
House under Standing Order 30. Stand-
ing Order 125 governing the setting up of
the Public Petitions Committee has not
been amended since the Standing Orders
of this House were first promulgated. It
is therefore our view that early action
should be taken by the House to amend
the relevant Standing Orders to enable
this Committee to function in a more
useful manner. We recommend that the
powers of the Public Petitions Committee
be enlarged so as to enable it to send for
persons, papers and records and to report
from time to time.

ad 8. 8. 8. 9HVEAD (NESsT D
o (6 G OB)

(Qaorras 10. 1F. oyi. ehewar sor—omss
@"fgxr(gﬁrai‘ a;‘.'_;f;r@@;s&@ a@;@ﬁ)m&%&‘ff’)

(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena—
Minister of Industries and Fisheries)

I move,

“That this House doth agree with the
Public Petitions Committee in their
Report. ”

s e BOu» 8, wwmuddm e
@) al@saliu®, @) m&GlEreTer L 5.
Question put, and agreed to.

SADOEO B0 BERT;
sﬁ@éa@é@ UTdiepey afenL ser
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
DI m (DS DOGD Mo
@O gy LEMMIC GcRogsY B
Gz 82)

s 50 s 8, s LHODE Hymwifer Buperer
STUGTHSGNeY & ALHLILIG QIS T 6sTen LD

NON-AVAILARBRILITY OF TAMIL FORMS IN
INSTITUTIONS UNDER MINISTRY OF INDUS-
TRIES AND FISHERIES

1. 2. e, @SN B .
e50Od)

(B@. sr. OQur. GrgHari—GellGsrs8)

(Mr. K. P. Ratnam—XKilinochchi)

28I my e BIE DOy GE@RemsI
Gl sdm6: (§) O g BoRw
w0esY @B 6¢ceadHedsYm), et s
COMD PuoIEE ecdg BT
CHom e gz 37 Vede?
() gozd T60 cben omed Doend Dy
eCAw @mé ec®g BT Chom
o B 9D O G B CRAhOD
exnw ey ¥5Y¢? (@) 9@ B
By ec@®g ABFe BT nésvexy
WDOHQR OB Zwnw WE®he ? (8)
exWdod w8, & @sfe?

(B8
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Lo sasormiser, ol Bgsruarmser, ol

g FRET  Gaperer
B aierm s 6ir %@M@)@J FLOLI[5 SLIIL L QUG T
AN ayin Beveor g
() HlonwCeife FODIB LD 760 G)HE
Qovnas Geova Hlfaub @oers Cgaor ?
(@) @iy eumser S aus  eriiCLrg
(%)

Lig QUIBIGET  UWITENG ?

Qaaflul_r1i1Qs  eresrmy & mioursr ?
GG mev, arer ?

asked the Minister of Industries and
Fisheries: (a) In regard to depart-
ments, corporations and other insti-
tutions under his Ministry what are
the forms that are not available in
Tamil also? (b) Why are these not
available in Tamil also in accordance
with Treasury Circular No. 760 ?
(¢) Will he state when these forms
will be issued in Tamil also ? (d)
If no¢, why ?

ad . 8. @d. 9:DER»

(Cgerre; o, 1. gy &7 QUi e )

(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

(a) Most of the forms used in
departments and corporations under
the Ministry are available 1{iri-
lingually. (b) The requirements of

reasury Circular No. 760 are being
progressively implemented. (c) As
early as possible. (d) Does not arise.

s WDOWD  FB0ed ooy
PODNOC 0500esY B grmB

@omgrms BUPGTGT & TLIGTHIS 660
SUbng.ums el eiten o

D160 LO& &) 6ot

NON-AVAILABILITY OF TAMIL FORMS IN
INSTITUTIONS UNDER MINISTRY OF STATE

2. OCY RO .

(8. @rs@enis)

(Mr. Ratnam)

&S AR FOBewmsT e oad
B () O P wodesy
@B ecenRe®sIy, w@otsS we Doy
PemDOEsT ec®g ABsYe cHhom
CrNMED G B WIeBe? (@)
Fozd 760 c¢em ened end DmeEaw
ymnd ec®g ABYe Chom o S
WD) CO® Gy BY) CHBD ey
e @¢? (@) @@ g ©p) ecdg

Bewl ) ©x5I5) VeHFVGH

164
29 B8a%
Bl wéYery wDaald
(&) emmdetd

R ¢
D& e WEBENE ?
e, & dsY¢e?

QErerms 9 FFTS
(@) yows@ar Sapeorer Sl dsermaor,
T &t I

abeu‘;&‘gf_':uf;f_sucmﬂ’

Car 1 aflig) :
" (B % FIT LI BISGT, 5] 1@ e G
QB wma &80 ayih
Qaerg Lgemser wreal ? (9) Senpls
fé& spmflapb 760 QnEH Qenrms Bame
sl aus GoarsCgar? (@) @i eum
sor @lifayn eriCurgn Qaeflude @b
erarpy gpyeurar ? () @erCpe, arer ?
asked the Minister of State: (¢) In
regard to departments, corporations
and other institutions under his
Ministry what are the forms that
are not available in Tamil also ? (b)
Why are these not available in Tamil
also in accordance with Treasury
Circular No. 760 ? (¢) Will he state,
when these forms will be issued in
Tamil also ? (d) If not, why ?

ad 8. 8. &l @HRIBAD
GO eDxDQ)

(Qserreas 1o, (7. oyi. @ewraur sar—@rr

(&s

GO /1% éy@nmémf FTTLITS )
(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena—on
behalf of the Minister of State)

(a) In regard to departments, cor-
porations and other institutions under
the Ministry of State most of the
forms in use are available trilin-
gually. (b) The requirements of
Treasury Circular No. 760, para. 6 are
being progressively implemented. (c)
As early as possible. (d) Does not
arise.

SemnY @ wlemen m Bs

FOQMonwl Fuw HEHPIE ¢

egsY B B ) :

el @hapeor -24iiey, Lol 2ennsfes Superer
STUSTEG M) &USLDIILIG. 6. EE 6 6160 L0

NON-AVAILABILITY OF TAMIL FORMS IN
INSTITUTIONS UNDER MINISTRY OF SCIENTIFIC
RESEARCH AND HOUSING

3. 9O B Sean.

(8. Qrsflard)

(Mr. Ratnam)

Sewny @m sdedd Beh s B gLOB
cosy aqy wFd®w: (g) O&Hed’
@@mmenw ©desy @B 6chie®sIy,
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Gozas} B8y) 6cdg BT B oY
65Y DI IS Y@ DSBS ?
(8) ev»deed O, & @xye?
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(=)
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6197@’5@::’63? 216y,
afl(@) :
Saporer 5w SsormSeT,

enrs  Gali LA er
&6ir, @larel ploaermser @umer  Fib
upgtiu L eienr Fhiflayb Qoers Lig aim
&or wrees ? () SenpCafd o paBlamih
760 @p& Qewms Goe shifayh G
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oTAT . G

o1 &G Feor ?
oriCur s Qaveflud 1@ b

aurrr? (%) @erGmpe, erer ?

asked the Minister of Scientific
Research and Housing: (a) In
regard to departments, corpora-

tions and other institutions under his
Ministry what are the forms that are
not available in Tamil also? (b)
Why are these not available in Tamil
also in accordance with Treasury
Circular No. 760 ? (¢) Will he state
when these forms will be issued in
Tamil also ? (d) If not, why ?

ob 98, 8. 08, wdBam (Semwy
0w wledusm o Bdw §OB)

(Qserras erwn. to. er&. eguie ser—akeh
(@BTET  YUIa, SE?LWLDQL{ DYENLLEF FIT )

(The Hen. M. D. H. Jayawardena—Min-
ister of Scientific Research and Housing)

(a) Most of the forms are avail-
able trilingually. (b) The require-
ments of Treasury Circuiar No. 760
are being progressively implemented.
(c) As soon as possible. (d) Does not
arise.
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HIRIYALA M.P.C.S. UNION : TAMARIND FRAUD

6. 8. 8. OF. o8 Situvs .
(e sy wes G5 ¢)

(DpwH o, . ore. Qeflaflur rregudag
—Q s mswe 5 S )

(Mrs. D. D. L. Leticia Rajapaksa—
Dodangaslanda)

BHE om @end GOBewsy @y
gd®w: (¢) BB8wc DR edd 8PS
s 888 @, e@srnd 6HN® 6D
GC GPBMBB WEWMI 6846 BN WG
Bes®E oIS 00T  cnegRE®
csadmBm 639gesI0 dmen DO AR
PR wPuHnd 65RNe®sy D
885 Sne G D I 5T e ?
(a0) & B eceged cwed @Y 8o
D0 B cBedalm Crwwm BEE
e @B cP® BudAE DD 8D
BEBwE @B we®w coBm Bk
26 o’ Y, BYBIS 6D
e®Y D BeS w8 BeRwE OB
eened B VY, IS ¢rd 53N ?
(@) B8whE w@umndé wdRecd B
Dohd B gBEHWEIO BR SN
eRm 88 VP How®eW WIPY B
D& 88 ®edxsy 83xsF¥exsfe?
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s Qpeys Slorsserty dlFrréer Qs
Qseruens oour  gyplerar? (o) Lieres
rmlr s eppETL  ehLUTe HE, Q;@&m;rm
gefliu’ L orugSpasrss Qeis @)Fs
yeflsaeroyups  efflure @i Opays
s e grFerrs pLpgoguyn & Bpay
Sewmassordy Qarips Aerrdor pL gz
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asked the Minister of Agriculture
and Food: (a) Is he aware that the
Co-operative Department inquired
into an allegation that 500 cwts. of
tamarind issued by the C. W. E. to
the Hiriyala Multi-purpose Co-
opearative Societies Union some time
ago had been sold in Colombo itself
to private traders ? (b) Is he aware
that in regard to this fraud by which
more than Rs. 12,500 has been illicitly
gained, the Hiriyala Co-operative
Union acted in a rather lethargic
manner and that the Co-operative
Department has not carried out
further investigations ? (¢) Will he
have the activities of the Hiriyala
Co-operative Societies Union under

surveillance to prevent similar
frauds in the future ?
S 8 QR@®» ®w. (DIBHES o

G @¥Bee wIEe@Tm oEmd)
(8. &. &. Quyerer—dlasru, o are

YDUDEFIST LIT I T @HLOGT & srfilugsha)
CVIE. =P Imbulana—Parliamentary

Secretary to the Minister of Agriculture
and Food)

(@) ®. () =xw. (@) @D,

EDINVES A @O» VT Baw S
DO weww e Qe

AHBIITSUT YSSereds  grw  1Siw Hoowy
Qlwnellpe Gesssiule. Ui

MONEYS COLLECTED FORL OPENING OF
BUDDHA SHRAVAKA DHARMAPITAYA,
ANURADHAPURA

8. oxf. 3. SWrNw®m Vw. (gHEHD
8d)

(Bm. Cs. 4. rg@usEs—yaurrgsir)

(Mr. K. B. Ratnayake—Anuradhapura)
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8é BT med gRmB® e2Nddha
»ne D O eMOMWREwsEY LR
&d Qe y&ens Iede? (iv) gom
i, il eseo iil 0Dy R w®uden e
EDene crn®@ene ? (V) Cilden 099
@ed Bwe® Wém cfed emeefc?

FV6ll, FOTFTT  HUSTT YDIDFFMITE
Caiie eley: Qaraanin 6h) L1 1 BT et

poarrr: (1) gmrrsyrsge  “ PEa
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fer Qarens; (i) @sr wvra . msef

Aappam  QuppsQsrereriii 2 ey
Qerens ; (i) ymrrgyr wrell 8
Syorer sadlLL@GSIST oy el L rrEEsT
oaiQarer o mp gito 2 5o/
Q@srens ; (iv) Cuwle (1), (ii), (iii) gy&w
apPear epoim Qo g5 Quriss Osros
(v)

G?a:eoﬁy GlF i’ 1_er 2

GTGTGT 2 er LiLIg. &

B0 T en s Her

asked the Minister of Education and
Cultural Affairs: Will he state the
following: (i) the amount of
money the Education Department
allocated for the opening ceremony
of “Buddha Shravaka Dharmapi-
taya” at Anuradhapura: (ii) the
contributions received from other
districts ; (iii) the contributions re-
ceived from each of the six circuits
of the Education Department in the
Anuradhapura District; (iv) the
total collection from (i), (ii) and
(iii) above; (v) how these collec-
tions were spent ?
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(Mr. Gamani Jayasuriya—Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Education
and Cultural Affairs)

(i) No money had been allocated by the Education Department. But
out of the grant allocated to Buddha Shravaka Dharmapitaya
under Vote 147—4—16 a sum of Rs. 13,400.83 was spent on the
opening ceremony of the Buddha Shravaka Dharmapitaya. This
expenditure was sanctioned by the Anusasaka Mandalaya of the
Buddha Shravaka Dharmapitaya ; (ii) No contributions were
received from other districts by the Secretary, Buddha Shra-
vaka Dharmapitaya, or the Regional Director, Anuradhapura.

Rs. G s —ns

(iii) (@) Mihintale Circuit A3 75 752 50
Anuradhapura Cireuit o oy 648 50
Sale of articles i o 90 44
—+—— 1,491 44
(b) Medavachchiya Circuit e o 500 0
Tamil Circuit @, = 200 0
Two schools ., 50, S 1562 0
Sale of articles X e 498 0
1,360 0
(¢) Kekirawa Circuit » o 646 70
Kalawewa Circuit e = 3356 0
Sale of articles % - 236 47
1,218 17
(d) Kebitigollewa Circuit
Horowpathana Circuit 1,816 36
Sale of articles e 1,449 30
2,825 68

(iv) Rs. 20,286.12; (v) This money was spent to transport and supply
food and lodging on June 12, 13 and 14 to 1000 monks who were
brought for the opening ceremony of the Buddha Shravaka
Dharmapitaya and for printing notices, placards and invitations,
and stationery, temporary latrines, transport, decorations, tom-
tom, loudspeakers and pirikara.

S Nz Ocan. BETEB W15 Da
(Bm. ré@yuss) (et Furprusi e ser)
(Mr. Ratnayake) (Mr. Deputy Speaker)

OG BEwIEB WO NEWDOB, Question No. 9.
A MY s W 80 gmbhss
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CAeE ond, e, @& ¢dndc O8xn  (Am. su@iu)

20 ames B8 ﬁ%@&)ﬁ)@aq? (Mr. Jayasuriya)
I want one week’s time to answer
LesBes ek, this Question.
(8. ggmﬁ@y} g w9 §HNE glSuw BEED Bewe
(Mr. Jayasuriya) DB L.

AREDY WS Bedm Bew 5O L , At "
@O LHAGG DewsHa T T
‘et @3 eﬁaazﬁ)@eﬁ" " @wOeny tsoa)s S Aoty Bewshe st iss

= k
Jownf Bewded, Question, ordered to stand down,
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KANTALAI SUGAR CORPORATION : TIMBER

GIVEN TO REV. R. PIYARATANA

4, oG E @B Gw. (LoBgS—

@endn OsF. OB, oevedli—wdwnsy
eBNO—EAHRO)
(8. Glevewed] @Msm%gaar——urrmrtw'

Zo® p—&r 5l erer. erb. QUGTTr—uwiliy
wir pG BT —&riurs)

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene—Panadura
—on behalf of Dr. N. M. Perera—Yati-
yantota)

9, 8&:Be ww DEAC GOB
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@Ped vnw B DB Gded NP
ndamensy B&fwe? (8) 08 @ co®
® wmcen DI G QCGe Byewnd
c®8 B @ mBwws’ ween S
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sy eny e ?
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GIT TG G HESTE @upmasi &1 ? (F) @b

Bewidn O5IF) VeHACK

(rs

Him B8Eh
Qaren QCUrespsrs  9aung
Lig-au g Bed  @Ubin

LD 53 & CorT
U6 5 611 GuoT GOOT LILIL L
GG T GPDETEHLI Liwser B s sUii®b e
Qsoflaras @A L Gerer sr ?

asked the Minister of Land, Irriga-
tion and Power: (a) Is he aware
that permission has been granted to
Rev. R. Piyaratana of the Weeda-
gama Purana Maha Vihara by the
Chairman of the Kantalai Sugar Cor-
poration to transport without the
payment of cost 5,000 cubic feet of
timber ? (b) Is he aware that per-
mits have been granted to transport
this timber in the following lorries ;
(i) 22 Sri 248 (ii) 22 Sri 4085 (iii)
22 Sri 5306 (iv) 22 Sri 4145 (v)
IC 505 ? (c) What is the purpose for
which this permit has been issued ?
(d) Does the application for this
timber transport specify the parti-
cular reason for which this timber is
to be used ?

oG o&. @l SwudIA (SEn OB
WH DT  pdrBW® @
Sede DOuy) 8EAc :1@Boy Y 28E
@Y eCHS—oNS, SNde w
BeCAC @B eDxnP0)

(Qzorres Cgg. yr. @ueurgar—@rm
QTEIE YMLFFHLD AT HD YLDFFI FID
Qevefleilausrr
LI T (@BLGT pé  &mifl GiN & b—arenfl, /Bl

Ur ST, 9 LDE &F T FILE
urgar erdlens QbFFi Frirs)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene—Minister
of State and Parliamentary Secretary to
the Prime Minister and Minister of De-
fence & External Affairs—on behalf of
the Minister of Land, Irrigation and
Power)

(@) No. Permission has been
granted to R. Piyaratana Thero of
the Weedagama Purana Maha
Viharaya to transport 5,000 cubic
feet of timber on the payment of
royalties to the Forest Department.
(b) Yes. Permission was granted to
transport this timber in the following
lorries ; (i) 22 Sri 248, (ii) 22 Sri
4085, (iii) 22 Sri 5806, (iv) 22 Sri
4145, (v) IC 505. (¢) Permission was
granted to transport this timber for
the renovation of the Purana Maha

Viharaya. (d) Yes, for the renovation
of the Purana Maha Viharaya.
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28m E8us&
Bowlds DSENGDH)
(210 gFurprusi oo ser)
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)
Question No. 5.

Sl D
(&m. squ@sflu)
(Mr. Jayasuriya)

I want one week’s time to answer
this Question.

o9 Dw O EHWE @i8uwy BV Bewiw
WS® L.

SAeyees HQmm HersDed FwoiiidEs -2, Zarr
Sl g,

Question ordered to stand down.

Sdcanye @f dgnd 1 9b yéFwa
WGDS55 6b] & BIWImeVw s it
2 @iflwir

HINGURALAKANDA AND OTHER VIDYALAYAS :
TEACHER VACANCIES

(LD & GUIT 6uT
B OUTESGIT

7. 6CW' E 9ROTA» V. (8. 8. g,
Séeef 98 Buwn—eeBIBO—edmDD)

(S Caovsl @i gor—am. . 1.
2
L.-'!T&I)

(Mr. Leclie Goonewardene—on behalf
Mr. D. P. R. Weerasekera—Dehiowita)

FAO & Botd B I @B
casy G A6 (¢) wom cfcdn
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&f@gésf—@ﬁ@@ujmﬁ‘@p—&r&
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sp& oG Sureows (i) Qiamareve ofl 5l
wrewnd (1ii) wi'geoe oflgHurevws (iv)
(v)
ofl & Buwireowith (Vi) TGV  6¥) & FUITedLILD
(Vil) eer. Qrirey ol & Slwirevwnn  (Viii) Bl
QDD Es% ol SGuireunid (iX) el @panr
ol sBuwroowids (X)) Quersd i ot & Gl v
wib (X1) 1or_auey “6fl 5 Susrevnrih ? (24) 2R

LD T UL Gr’}?rc?j,@tufrm}uﬂb 21 M@ (GB)6

wir - @ pur@str  four & ) Qe iiou g men &

%Qrﬁﬁf&&fm‘ {rﬁ&ﬂ.&&%cﬁs il e 6l ey Bl
QL. &6 & ar@lrrr? (@) 297 MG)(GB) 6,
B YDNEF 5,  1bl_aiw QB Lre Frévs

@%@ YA UG oF Hib Slunfii ser
eLpadth Grrin (omonrasi safler DUPEHLD LIT
BT &GS PLDT G & 16 Your HCFL_ %6 GoT B
(/) ar@rw wre_Frévs
@h% & YEBD 2 5ok AR s&r Huindss
BLom sos  er@lirrr? (o) 2ye1eumGlm
afley eriiCGLir g ? @G pev erair ?

asked the Minister of Education and
Cultural Affairs: (a) What is the
number of vacancies for teachers in
each of the following schools : (i)
Hinguralakanda Vidyalaya (ii)
Behenella Vidyalaya (iii) Yatiwala
Vidyalaya (iv) Mahayaya Vidyalaya
(v) Uravanawa Vidyalaya (vi) Ela-
vulla Vidyalaya (vii) Udapola Vidya-
laya (viii) Dikellekanda Vidyalaya
(ix) Higurana Vidyalaya (x) Miya-
nawita Vidyalaya (xi) Madawala
Vidyalaya ?  (b) Wili he take early
action to fill these vacancies ? (c)
Will he give special consideration to
appoint a teacher couple to each of
the schools at Urawanawa, Dikelle-
kanda and Madawala as it would
help to maintain discipline among
students ? (d) Wiil he take action to
appoint English Assistants to the
other schools ? (e) If so, when ? If
not why ?

OF oy & sairmr ?

BcoegSes Dcsa.

(B sguimu)

(Mr. Jayasuriya)

(¢) (i) Hinguralakanda Vidyalaya
—short of one English Assistant
Teachier!" (ii) Behenella Vidyalaya—
short of one teacher, (iii) Yatiwalg
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Vidyalaya—short of English Assistant
Teacher. (iv) Mahayaya Vidyalaya—
No shortage exists in the staff. (v)
Uruvanawa Vidyalaya—No shortage
exists. (vi) Elavulla Vidyalaya—
Short of one English Teacher. (vii)
Udapola Vidyalaya—Short of one
English Teacher. (viii) Dikellekanda
Vidyalaya—No shortage exists. (ix)
Miyanawita Vidyalaya—No shortage
exists. (x) Madawala Vidyalaya—
Short of one teacher. (b) Yes. (c)
Yes. (d) Yes. (e) As early as
possible.

85005 ABeIm Pen JemEw
efenpPluwen sibwnrGens wanel s Buwrevwh
HEENATIYANA DHAMMALOKA MAHA

VIDYALAYA
10. 9@. 8. ¢ enBen BSERD dwn.
(8x2sfemmar—cyEos B 5620E

@ —EYCB8w—edNED)

(8. erib. 9. 19 Qerdisr &persear—
BamaurmQar. —Sm. ospwer Qustasry.
—Bleygui g w—aFriurs )

(Mr. M. P. de Zoysa Siriwardena—
Minuwangoda—on behalf of Mr. Laksh-
man Jayakody—Divulapitiya)

GRABBB) o0 Hotd 2D DOWD FLOB
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wg B ? exn detd HE, & c@hed

Bewddm ¥5IF @B 776

&dm E8&
sal, sSOTFTT HASIT  YDDEFFMTE
Csl L el (2) own. & —a et miier
siorGars &) & Huraw gBer,  wsr
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Qurgs @ ere) wWrg? (25) =P

Qewrms Czeoaiu@hd @ fuisellar oresr
oflsmas wre? (@) sl Qursgsrr
BT (®%) LW ST G S IGTST DTG Gul o6
spCUTensL apep TeTmeflEms wrg ? ()
sp0urapgerer L grifl @5 Quppar
semhd, @eri i Bywl’ S@&HH Ouppaisen
wrar  yFAwurseficr GT T R EHE  WIT 57 2
(2-) &Grgearenwwrar urL_msefley Lt b
Qupp R ser or & sl Guaneri ? (eer)
yspRerms Hs gewewuiey Fulssl
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afarppPluar sbwrGears wardlsSureous
Cramandflmpg HBAssqpyLer?,  apy
wrGgetley, erer ?

asked the Minister of Education and
Cultural Affairs: (a) What is the
total annual attendance of the stu-
dents in the maha vidyalaya section
of emwc/Heenatiyana  Dhamma-
loka Maha Vidyalaya? (b) What
should be the strength of the tutorial
staff in relation to the attendance
stated above? (¢) What is the total
number of students on lroll in the
G.C.E. (Advance Level) (Arts) Class
at present? (d) How many graduate
teachers and inter-qualified teachers
are there on the staff at the moment?
(e) How many graduate teachers are
there who have offered the same sub-
jects for the degree? (f) Of these,
who is the most recently appointed?
(g9) Is it possible to release this
teacher from the service of the Heena-

tiyana Maha Vidyalaya ? If not, why ?

SeoeaSes Des.

(8. BuEiu)

(Mr. Jayasuriya)

(a) 185. (b) Seven (excluding spe-
cialist teachers). (¢) Two. (d) Three
graduate teachers. One Inter-qualified
teacher. (e) Two with Economics as
a subject. But their other two sub-
jects differ. (f) Mr. S. M. Gunasekera.

(g Yes
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MR. W. SEBASTIAN FERNANDO, NEGOMBO :
EMPLOYMENT
11. ¢ o H32EQx» O
(Bcscnd . 6IHDO)
(8w 9 Qerder &pfeigar—Hm.

gwé@a;frq_ ar;ra"urr&:)

(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena—on behalf
of Mr. Jayakody)

DY on DS WOy GOBeesS
Gty Sd®e: (¢) 3082 e 38ed
oz 219 cbem BB DAED. cwRLH
@5y Prnsygd, Op@es €8S eFw®
ey oz 2/4/1/11-72 on 7.10.69 Exxn
B8 6D Ce B8w 6® w2 BwdH
e ? detd e506d »HO & Ve ? ()
R0 dBNd 0 IS WOHY DEB
&e ? exndeed O, F ¢ ?
& &6 BT LA, asL_pGmp e I INDF &F
ors Cale  dley: () SiQaraptby,
sL_psorel Guie 219 gub Qads Gaws
Ho efs@n L lefly. QeuewGuer Guir
@pZNS@ urg BPrpsrs sriusAs
ey ey 2[4]1[/11—72 YLD
Qwss 7.1069 5 Cs5s sy s5m5 el
@sminliey ar@liurrr?  opiing fody
Quedley, areir ? (23) @euma@ 2 &HCwrsLd
QUPEIS el Bl eu EDE

@o%Ouefld, aer?

eT@ o ?

asked the Minister of Industries
and Fisheries: (a) Will he inform
this House of the contents of his
Permanent Secretary’s letter bearing
reference 2/4/1/11—72 of 7.10.69
addressed to Mr. W. Sebastian Fer-
nando of 219, Sea Street, Negombo ?
If not, why? (b) Will he take action
to give employment to this person?
If not, why?

ad 8 8. @d. 9endidm

(Q@ormrar to. (. tg,n‘. @saarsun"{a;m)

(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

(a) Yes. The letter is tabled. (b)

No, for the reasons referred to in the
letter.

1970 X208 12
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28w SRS
¢ Ctni@E HSVEAD .
(B 1y Qerisr &parger)
(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena)

Will the Hon. Minister read out
the reasons ?

0 8. B. 08 qeBIm
(Qzerras 1. 1F. oyi. Gl sar)
(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

I table the letter, and if there are
any supplementary questions I am
ready to answer them.

Pl OuY. 2O, cxedbh (wSwksY
G6LNd)

(sor Bl G erer. orip, QUGTTI—uwi1guirfp
Car’ enL)

(Dr. N. M. Perera—Yatiyantota)

We do not know what the letter
says.

ad & 8. ¢d. 9eaRiam
(Qzorrey 1. (F. oyi. @Herreur ses)
(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

Surely the hon. Member should
know what the Questions are ?

CCHE ©enddAm dw.
(Bay. Qavevel]l @ewreui ger)
(Mr. Leslie Goonecwardene)

How can we ask supplementary
questions without the Answer ?

ad & 8. @d. ¢HdIA»
(Qzerres 1. (T. Q7. &HFTouT G0 )
(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

The answer to (a) is “ Yes.
letter is tabled. ”

The

PBewids DNENGDDHS:
(2.1 FLITBTWST Qi &er )
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

They want to know the contents of
the letter.

a& 8. 8. @¥. 9endEan
(Qaorray . (F. oyi. @ewreur ser)
(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

I am tabling the letter. 1T shall
give“you the information.
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Mr. W. Sebastian Fernando was
appointed temporary seaman in the
Department of Fisheries on 1.7.1959.
The appointment was made perma-
nent anc pensionable on 12.8.1961.
The duties of seamen in the Fishe-
ries Department was taken over by
the Ceylon Fisheries Corporation
with effect from 12.7.1965. Mr. Fer-
nando was therefore requested in
terms of the Cabinet Conclusion of
24.6.1965 to express his readiness to
serve the Ceylon Iisheries Corpora-
tion on a permanent basis or on
terms of secondment for a period of
two years if he wished to continue
in service. Mr. TI'ernando was re-
quested to inform the Director of
Fisheries of his option in terms of
the Cabinet Conclusion but he failed
' to do so. Mr. Fernando was there-
fore retired from service on terms
of abolition of post, in terms of
paragraph 4 of the Cabinet Conclu-
sion of 24.6.1965, which says that
“officers whose services are not re-
quired by the Fisheries Department
and who do not express their
willingness to serve the Ceylon
Fisheries Corporation permanently
or on the basis of secondment for
two years shall be retired from ser-
vice on terms of abolition of post. ”

wmeduw 99 M G¢ CBw e :
FUTSLS B @ussSUULL 5980 augsLomm) :

The letter tabled is as follows :
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PLAN OF ROADWAY TO DELWAGURA BURIAL
GROUND
12. ¢ ocwmGwm BSDER»  Ow.
(Scocznd @w. 6DHNDO)
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(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena—on behalf
of Mr. Jayakody)
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asked the Minister of Land, Irriga-
tion and Power: Will he state why
printed copies of the plan of the road-
way leading to the Delwagura burial
ground referred to in Surveyor-
General’s Office File No. 2.8/cm/
68/315 have not been submitted
either to the Government Agent or
to the Chairman of the Kehelella
¥ FOuR

“
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(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene—on be-
half of the Minister of Land, Irrigation
and Power)

Four copies of P.P. ez» 896 for the
use of the G.A. and a copy of the same
plan for the use of the Chairman,
Kehelella V.C., have been issued by
the Surveyor-General.
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MISSES R. M. SUJATHA KUMARIHAMY AND

W. M. W. N, ALWIS:. APPOINTMENTS AS
TRAINEE TELEPHONE OPERATORS

13. oCH € 9LrEA Swr. (Sdeedmd
®w. 6IHII)

(8. Qovewell @Hewraui gar—Fm. o 1Cs s
&ET FTTLTE )

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene—on behalf
of Mr. Weerasekera)
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asked the Minister of Public
Works, Posts and Telecommunica-
tions: (a) Is he aware that Misses

R. M. Sujatha Kumarihamy and W.
M. W. N. Alwis were appointed as
trainee telephone operators with
effect from 27.1.69 on the results of
the interview held at the Nawala-
pitiya Post Office on 16.11.68? (b) Is
he aware that these appointments
were cancelled on 29.7.69, although
both persons had passed the medical
test? (¢c) Why were these appoint-
ments cancelled? (d) Will he take
action to appoint these two persons
who were selected because they were
found to be eligible?

9. J. B8ed . (DehE o oDge
G @Boy @iEe®@3m eFd®—Ldded
R, i ™m ¢ wryedw @B
e252Q)

(8. eren. . (FAev—aii &5, urimrs
Yyowssflar LrTrenwearps STl she—
&L (G a8,

Curs@air s s GFITTLITS )

ST F TS5 SUTR, &5 5L

(Mr. S. A. Peeris—Parliamentary Sec-
retary to the Minister of Commerce and
Trade—on behalf of the Minister of Pub.
lic Works, Posts and Telecommunications)

(a) No appointments were made
on the results of the test of 16.11.68.
The two candidates, Misses R. M.
Sujatha Kumarihamy and W. S. W.
Nanda Alwis, were informed by letter
dated 27.1.69 that they were selected
for training and that the classes
would commence at a date to be inti-
mated later. (b) The two candidates
were informed on 29.7.69 that the test
helddon. 16.11.68 was cancelled and
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that the letter of 27.1.69 should be
treated as cancelled. (c¢) No appoint-
ments were made. The test itself was
cancelled because it had been held
contrary to the scheme of recruit-
ment approved by the P.S.C. that can-
didates should be tested in one me-
dium and not for their knowledge of
3 languages as had been done. (d)
Does not arise in view of (c) above.

oI esn DHNBNGDHDNS:
(2L FUTFTLIST OeUTSoT)
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)
Question No. 14.

59, 29, 0. »BIvNn LSS Sew.
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55 _genwssfler LI T T (@R LDGH D& S
&)

(Mr. M. H. M. Naina Marikkar—Parlia-
mentary Secretary to the Minister of
Justice)

1 ask for time to answer this Ques-
tion.

gy e 9n EHmE ¢f8uw HSVO Beww
wém G
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- TR 14) G B | B[~ 8

Question ordered to stand down.
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JUNIOR TECHNICAL SCHOOL, GALLE :
ARCHITECTURE AND MECHANICAL ENGINEER~-
ING COURSES
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(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena—on behalf
of Mr. Prins Gunasekera—Habaraduwa)
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Cai efl@: () 1969-70 gup &vaf] @
L gPe ardl seoflop Qzrfp soLrfuie
s L L & &G 2 gytb, 3 YLb Qfleysefl gyih W
S Qurpue 2 b, 3 oo fleysefl
Qiih SPLUSDHE TS LOT 6w Uil Gt Gt GwT L)
9 giarerari? ? (2) GupLig. & L6
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(@) s GOuswss Garfp adoride
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L GrudBeur i ?

asked the Minister of Education and
Cultural Affairs: (a) How many stu-
dents have applied to follow archi-
tecture 2 and 3 and mechanical engi-
neering 2 and 3 courses at the Junior
Technical School, Galle, during the
academic year 1969-70? (b) Is he
aware that the college does not have
the staff to teach the subjects in
these courses of study? (c¢) Will he
order that these students be admitted
at least to the Ceylon College of
Technology at Katubedde?

B8 Dom.

(Bm. sguEiu)

(Mr. Jayasuriya)

(a) Numbers applying for part-
time evening engineering courses for

the session 1969-70 are: Build-
ing construction II—8; Building
construction III—6; Mechanical

engineering II—13, and Mechanical
engineering III—9. (b) Yes, (c) The
possibility is being explored provid-
ed the students have the necessary
qualifications and are able to attend
week-end classes in Colombo.
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MATARA GODAGAMA M. P. C. S.
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(Mr. D. B. Wijetunga—Udunuwara—
on behalf of Mr. 3. Hettige—Hakmana)
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asked the Minister of Agriculture and
Food : (a) Is he aware that the Mem-
ber of Parliament for Matara, at a
meeting of Parliament in October
1968, criticized certain corrupt activi-
ties on the part of the Matara Goda-
gama  Multi-purpose Co-operative

Society and its president, Mr. C. Jus-

tin Wijayawardhana? (b) What was
the reason for no* holding a general
meeting of the society in response
to a petition made by 28 persons
headed by one Mr. R. S. Dias?
(c) Did the Assistant Commissioner
at Matara hold an inquiry in regard
to the 12 allegations made against the
committee in this petition; if so,
what was the ouicome of that in-
quiry ? (d) Was the annual general
meeting of this society held in accor-
dance with rules; if so when ? (e)
What happened to the motion of no
confidence moved ty Mr. R. S. Dias
at that meeting ? (f) Was a new com-
mittee elected in accordance with the
rules? (g) Was the name of some
persons from the opposition faction
of Mr. R. S. Dias proposed at that
meeting ? (h) How far did the new
committee differ from the former
committee ? (i) Who is the person
Who was elected president of the
cammittee unanimously?
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(Bp. @rorjevrar)

(Mr. Imbulana)

(a) Yes. (b) Because the applica-
tion was not made in accordance
with the by-laws of the society. (c)
Yes. At this inquiry the committee
was found guilty of only two out of
the 12 allegations made in the peti-
tion. (d) Yes. On 26.11.1968. (e) The
motion was lost. (f) Yes. (g) Not
possible to say definitely. (h) All the
members of the previous committee
excepting one have been appointed
to the new committee. (i) Mr. D.
J. Wijewardena, J. P.
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(Mr. Deputy Spezker)

Order, please! The hon. Member
is asking the same Question the
hon. Member for Hakmana has
asked. What is the use of repeating
it ?

@aa@@ & ¢an.

(B sror)

(Mr. Tudawe)
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(Mr. Imbulana)

If the hon. Member gives me
written notice I can answer his
questions, not otherwise.
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EMPLOYEES’ PROVIDENT FUND (AMENDMENT)
BILL

“to amend the Employees’ Provident
Fund Act, No. 15 of 1958.
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Presented by the Hon. J. R. Jayewar-
dene, Minister of State and Parliamen-
tary Secretary to the Prime Minister and
Minister of Defence and External Affairs,
on behalf of the Minister of Labour and
Employment ; to be read a Second time
upon Monday, 26th January 1970, and to
be printed.
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Order read for resuming Adjourned
Debate on Question—[5th and 21st De-
cember 1969 and 9th and 11th January
1970.]

“That the Bill be now read a Second
time "—[The Hon. Hugh Fernando.]

Question again proposed.
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(8mws Cxn. 9. euwlsrésr—LSAsw)

(Mrs. J. P. Obeyesekere—Mirigama)

Mr. Deputy Speaker, before I
speak on the Bill before the House
I should like to thank Mr. Speaker,
you and - all hon. Members of this
House for the great honour that was
bestowed on me yesterday afternoon
by electing me to preside over the
deliberations of this honourable
House.

OCoNCHY B Dewn.
(Dp. QevmsTser)
(Mr. Ilangaratne)
What about a treat ?

AweT DS s
(Bmws euuCsrssT)
(Mrs. Obeyesekere)

I consider it a very significant and
special honour bestowed not only
upon me but upon the people of
Mirigama whom I have the privilege
to represent here. It was also a very
special honour conferred on the
women of Ceylon. For that honour
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bestowed yesterday afternoon, even
though for a short while, I am very
grateful and I thank all my fellow
Members of this House.

I would like to say a few words on
this Bill because I believe that as
far as tea consumption is concerned
it is the women of Ceylon who must
be and in fact who are the chief
supporters of the tea industry in this
country. As a housewife I wish to
say a few words regarding tea
consumption.

Many hon. Members have already
spoken about the tea plantations, the
manufacture of tea and export
markets, matters in respect of which
I am not an expert, and I would not
like to add to what has been said on
those matters.

However, I would like to say that
I agreed with the hon. Member for
Dambadeniya (Mr. R. G. Sena-
nayake), for once, when he spoke
about the clearing of jungles and the
planting of tea in the cleared land.
If at this stage we are finding such
difficulty in finding markets for and
exporting our tea, why are we per-
mitting more and more lands to be
planted with tea ? That is a question
I would like to ask of the Hon.
Minister of Commerce and Trade.
The Hon. Minister’s Colleague in
the Cabinet, who has held the same
portfolio for so long a period of
time, and who does not heed public
opinion, continues to go ahead with
his project of clearing jungle land
and planting tea. Under the State
Plantations Corporation’s project
nearly 500 acres of good jungle have
been cleared and planted with tea
in the Ramboda Pass area, and the
soil erosion that has resulted is there
for everyone to see. All that beauti-
ful jungle which was so necessary
for Nuwara Eliya has been cut down
and we can all see the soil erosion
that is now going on there.

According to the Report of the
Ceylon Tea Propaganda Board 1968.
I note that tea consumption in
Ceylon is somewhere in the region
of.39.6 million pounds.
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aé By Y e (gL o 09¢gg
$HOR)

(Qsorreas oy, Ouir@enCLr—ail 5%
HurLrT, oeLEFFiT)

(The Hon. Hugh Fernando—Minister of
Commerce and Trade)

That is wrong.

dweT DS Bes.

(B gguu@ardis&.v)

(Mrs. Obeyesekere)

I am reading from the Report :

“« From the figures of tea production,
exports and stocks held in Ceylon fur-
nished by the Tea Controller, the quantity
of tea consumed in Ceylon during the
year has been computed at 39.6 million
pounds compared with 38.6 million
pounds in 1967.”

aé Ba FENDY &

(Qaarras amiLy QuireyemGLr)
(The Hon. Hugh Fernando)
Over 50 million pounds.

mDBe O, 08 ovedd
(sorfG erer. erib. QuUGTIT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

1 do not think so.

RBGeT DS e,

(’@@m‘@ SQLHLIG&'SEF)

(Mrs. Obeyesekere)

Whatever the quantity, it is a fact
that practically in every home in
Ceylon tea is consumed. When one
sees the pecformance of
the Hon. Minister these days, as
mentioned by the hon. Member for
Agalawatta (Dr. Colvin R. de Silva),
one cannot but think that all the
good work he is doing today is due
to the fact that he had his basic edu-
cation on this side of the House. And
so in politics too. That is why he is
so good. The way he approaches
problems and the good social work
that he is doing in his €lectorate are
wonderful, and I wish that more
Members of this House would follow
his example. Of course, we do not
have the encouragement and the
support of the Government to
do things that we would like to do
while he has all the facilities he
needs. Anyway, he has made a ‘great

Bewwldm @535 VETVC®
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effort. I am sure his effort to put the
tea industry in order will be equally
great.

My grouse is this. ~Whatever the
figures of consumption may be, what
is the type of tea that we get to
drink here in Ceylon ?  Are these
agency houses only concerned about
exports ? Surely the first thing is to
see that the people of Ceylon get a
good cup of tea to drink? We all
know the type of tea that is avail-
able in the market.

I have with me here a list of prices
which I have got at random from
various places. I may be subject to
correction. Tea that is available to
the Ceylon housewife and the ordi-
nary consumer costs no less than
Rs. 250 a pound. There are various
brands.

Brooke Bonds’ “Three Roses”
Rs. 3.45 a pound; Liptons’ “Cey-
lonta” 255 a pound; Mackwoods’
“ Sungold” Rs. 2.50 a pound ; * Tan-
gana Superfine” 395 a pound ;
“Three Lions” 1.95 a pound.

Cargills have a very special brand.
I do not know why they call it “ Red
Pack ” and “Blue Pack ”. Anyway,
“ Red Pack” is more expensive than
“ Blue Pack ”—Rs. 4 a pound. “ Blue
Pack” is Rs. 2.25 a pound.

The C. W. E. has put out a brand
of tea for Re. 1.70 a pound but even
that tea is not consumed by the
average person in this country. That
tea is all rubbish.

I am sure the Hon. Minister will
agree, if he will examine the various
brands that I have mentioned, that
what is contained in those packets is
just rubbish. It is not good tea.

od of. @l “wudd
(Qzorsas Geg. 4. o ULIGUIT G )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
C. W. E. tea?

eS8 e,

(Bmws suuCsssr)
(Mrs. Obeyesekere)

Even C. W. E. tea.

The Hon. Minister may be getting
a very special pack. Well, I shall be
grateful if he will give me one of
thoseapackets.
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(Qazerres ey Quir@enCrm)
(The Hon. Hugh Fernando)

Even “ Three Lions” ?

RGeS Ses.

(Bl euulCssss)
(Mrs. Obeyesekere)

Even “Three Licns.” It is all
mixed and blended. You may say it
is the best tea, but if you ask any-
one, or if you try it out you will
find that it is not good tea that we
get. It is all mixed up and blended
with various things. What we get in
these packets is just rubbish, and
even that is not consumed by the
average person. What the average
person has to drink is tea dust—the
sweepings of the faclory floors. It is
because he has no alternative ; that
is all that is available to him.

What is the price of even tea dust ?
The cheapest quality that you can
get costs Re. 1.30 a pound. It even
costs as much as Rs. 2.20 a pound.

The poor people of this country
buy tea dust because they have to
drink tea and there is no alternative.
As the hon. Member for Dambulla
said, how many people have a square
meal a day ? I know so many rural
women who only have a cup of tea
for their midday meal-—not a tasty
cup, 90 oy ewf S eswns’.

Why do they buy tea dust ? They
but tea dust because they can make
many cups of tea from the colour not
from the taste.

0 By YN ¢
(Cserrer r@ﬁé% G}UH:@GUE!TGI_H'}
(The Hon. Hugh Fernando)

I agree.

R’ DS e,

(B Hw S oLuGssar)
(Mrs. Obeyesekere)

Thank you.
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That is where the Hon. Minister
should come in. That is where the
Government should come in. I think
you should take over the entire
wholesale and retail distribution in
this country and see that the average
consumers, the people of this country,
get a good cup of tea first.

There is no place here in Ceylon
where you can get a decent cup of
tea, even from the tourist point of
view. Tell me one hotel or resthouse
that serves a decent cup of tea. But
I must say this in all fairness to the
Hon. Minister : I know from my per-
sonal experience that the one good
cup of tea that one does get is from
the Tea Propaganda Board, at their
counters. That is where this new
board can come in.

One of the objects of this Bill is:

“to assist and encourage the marketing
of tea in and outside Ceylon....”

That is Clause 4 (e). I am speaking
of the encouragement of marketing in
Ceylon. That should be one of the
functions of the new board. They
should see that we in Ceylon get a
good cup of tea and that the poor peo-
ple are not considered, as in the colo-
nial days, natives of this country and
given sweepings off the factory floors.
They must see that these people get
a good cup of tea. If the Hon. Minis-
ter has a planter friend somewhere
and is fortunate enough to get a
pound of tea straight from the faec-
tory, he would know the difference
between that tea and what is avail-
able at the counter. That is the type
of tea we should give the people of
this country. We should take this
over and see that tea is sold at a rea-
sonable price, a price at which the
poor people will be able to buy so
that they could get a good cup of tea
in their homes.

I like to say a word about
the Tea Propaganda Board. The Hon.
Minister knows that they have, in
their report, mentioned some of their
activities and one such activity is
static units. Out of the three counters
thatithey did run, two were closed
down “and the one that continues is
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at the Attanagalla Products Shop at
Horagolla. This service at this parti-
cular shop was not started for any
political benefit. I was sorry that
when the Government changed, or
when the board changed, certain
people on that board thought it fit to
close down immediately this counter
merely because it was sited opposite
Horagolla. I would like to say a very:
very special “ Thank you ” to the Hon.
Minister who, when I appealed to him
and explained the matter, ordered
that it be continued. He himself in-
tervened and up to date that counter
is going on. Why I mentioned it was
—it is true that you may not make
profits ; it is not possible to make pro-
fits out of a counter like that consi-
dering the wages you pay the people
who man it—because it has rendered
a great service.

At these tea counters run by the
Tea Propaganda Board you can get a
sood cup of tea for 15 cents. What is
the price of a cup of tea outside
today ? You cannot get a plain cup
of tea for anything less than
six or seven cents. A cup of milk
tea in any  boutique costs
12 cents. At the Tea Propa-
ganda Board it is 15 cents. But at the
Katunayake counter it is 25 cents.
That is something the Hon. Minister
should look into. Why is a cup of tea
at the Katunayake Airport counter
priced at 25 cents ? It is not only
tourists who take tea there ; there are
enough local people who go to the
airport. Why should they pay 25 cents
for a cup of tea ? Surely, it does not
cost 25 cents to produce a cup of tea.

=

[ Not only that ; a pound of tea is sold
at Rs. 5, which is the most expensive
pound of tea one can buy in the
market.

At the tea counter at Attanagalla
we used to sell, according to this re-
port, mnearly 11,000 to 12,000
cups of tea per year.
This was really a great help to all
those who used the Kandy Road. It
is not for any other reason but that
if one goes to a rest-house to have
a cup of tea one has to rorder:2 full

—cedm D6 BHwud®

pot of tea and pay occupation charges
—all this just for having one cup of
tea or even to spend one hour there
if necessary. Here you just come and
pay 15 cents, have a good cup of tea
and go away. In a rest-house, with
the prices what they are today, you
cannot have a cup of tea for 15 cents.
That is why more and more people
patronize this counter which is oppo-
site Horagolla, and also because they
know they will get a good cup of tea
for 15 cents. That is why I want to
appeal to the Hon. Minister not fto
close this counter but to open more
counters like this. And there are
enough educated unemployed young
people to work at these counters. You
are finding more and more opportuni-
ties for employment in your own elec-
torate. You can think likewise round
the country. Why not have tea coun-
ters like this ? Let not the price be
even 15 cents. Reduce it to 10 or 12
cents and have more counters like this
especially in working areas and
couple it with Milk Board booths.
You need not duplicate work and you
need not pay such high salaries as you
are paying today to some of these
staff officers who run these counters.
It is not necessary to employ such
people. You can always employ some-
one on a lesser salary just to run these
tea counters and you can have more
of these tea counters not only in the
towns and cities but also in certain
places where people use main high-
ways like the Kandy Road. I am cer-
tain that the best propaganda you can
do for tea is to give the people a good
cup of tea, show them how it is made
and make it available to them. That
is why I should like to appeal to the
Hon. Minister not to close this coun-
ter—it is due to be closed at the end
of next month—but to continue this
counter as well as set up similar coun-
ters in other places. I see that you
have already opened one in the Fort.
It is doing a great service.

Similarly, I would like you to con-
sider another suggestion that I have
and that is in regard to your tea cen-
tres abroad. Especially the London
Tea Centre we know has a very good
sale for its “ cup of tea ”. During the
time of the previous Government we
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also thought that we should couple
with the tea centres the sale of cot-
tage industries, and a start was made
in sending cottage industry goods
through Laksala to the London Tea
Centre. I am sorry that today the
Hon. Minister has thought it fit to
give that over to the private sector.
In regard to the sale of cottage indus-
try articles, why did you stop Laksala
from selling goods there and give it
over to the private sector ? Surely
that should be one of the functions
of the government departments.
Each department should work in
co-ordination with the other. After
all this is set up with public money.
Why do you not then permit and see
that these other departments -co-
operate with you and co-ordinate
their work with your tea centres. And
if there is anything to be sold it
should be done through those very
centres. >

Now, if the Cottage Industries
Department wished to set up sales
counters abroad, surely tlie ideal
place would be through the tea cen-
tres. Not only will that help you to
send good articles abroad but you will
also be assured of getting your foreign
exchange back into this country,
which you may never see if you give
over to the private sector. That is
the point that I wish to stress here.
You should see that our High Com-
missions and Embassies abroad use
our tea centres there to promote our
cottage industries here in Ceylon.

I would also like to ask the Hon.
Minister to reconsider and to inform
the new board that he may appoint
not to close down the tea counters
that they run at the moment, but, if
necessary, even to introduce the iced
tea campaign—I do not think it is go-
ing to be popular in Ceylon—at the
tea counters and expand that service.
You should also see that the average
person in this country, the poor peo-
ple, get a good cup of tea first before
you think of sending tea abroad.

oG & md. L%
(Qzarrar Ceg. DYT. SOUIGIT FeT )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
What about foreign exchange ?
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(rflG erer, ertb. QuGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Mr. Deputy Speaker, many hon.
Members have spoken on this subject
—and I think quite rightly. Over 60
per cent of our foreign exchange is
earned by tea. I think it is correct
to say that about 30 per cent of our
internal revenue is derived from tea
direct. The revenue that we earn by
subsidiary enterprises depending on
tea may be much bigger.

The Hon. Minister is making a fun-
damental change in the whole set-up.
At the present moment the tea indus-
try is governed by a number of orga-
nizations, private as well as public.
All these are going to be centralized
and brought under the general autho-
rity of one Tea Board. Is that right?

A B gnsYe

(Qaorres avluy, QuieyarGrr)
(The Hon. Hugh Fernando)
Yes.

Gde Y. 9. ecweds

(sorfl G erer. erw. QuGrrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

In such an important situation, the
Hon. Minister introduces the Second
Reading of this Bill by a speech of
two minutes. Is that fair ? Here is
a Minister introducing what may be
considered to be a radical departure
from the existing position and one
would have thought that he would
certainly place before this House and
the country all his ideas with regard
to what he intends to do.

oG o&. @8, LedBRm
(Csarres Con, DT SQUIGUIT T )
(The Hon. J. R. J ayewardene)

n There, is the Tea Commission
Report,
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(s & erer, ertb. QuGrry)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

But are you saying that you are
accepting everything in that report?
You are not. Therefore, in fairngss
to this House and to the country, the
Hon. Minister should have explained
the various aspects that he is con-
sidering.

o By SNBY ¢

(Quorrey ey, QuigyanCLr)

(The Hon. Hugh Fernando)

The hon. Member for Agalawatta
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva) said yester-
day why I was precise.

meBe Y. 98 ovedd
(ser G erem. erib. QuGrmrir)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Precision is one thing, but—-

ob& @35 HIsewsy
(Qaerres oymi& s e(meul )
(An hon. Member)

A man of few words.

@D8e OnY. 98, cwedd
(seorf§ erer. ortb. QuUGTTT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

That is all right. But in a few
words he can explain his position.
He does not need to keep quiet:
there is nothing in his speech. The
hon. Member for Agalawatta has
counted exactly five sentences there.
Vou cannot possibly explain this Bill
to set up a Tea Board which has
far-reaching implications in that
way. It is not fair by this House.

Now, let us look at this board the
Hon. Minister is setting up. My first
point is this. Clause 4 says:

“4, (1) The objects of the Board shall
be the promotion, by such measures as it

thinks fit, of the development of the tea
industry in Ceylon,....”

The next in-

triguing——

portion is very

“ for the general benefit of the econohly
of Ceylon.”

Rewldm @535 Vedacew
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What has happened up to date?
Was it not for the general benefit of
the .economy of Ceylon, that you
are now stressing that ? I can under-
stand if the Minister says “develop-
ment of the tea industry in Ceylon
in the process of the economic
development of the country. 25 Neg
certainly. But, please tell us what
you have in mind, what you propose
to do, what precisely are the steps
you are contemplating to take ?

There is another point I have to
stress. This board will really be the
sole authority—although you do not
use the word “sole”, it is the sole

authority—responsible ~ for — regu-
lating the activities of the tea
industry in Ceylon. Everything

connected with the tea industry will
be regulated by this board. This is
the authority that will determine
all those aspects of the tea industry
in Ceylon. Now this Bill seeks “to
regulate the production and culti-
vation of tea in Ceylon including the
planting of new areas in ftea
the replanting of existing estates and
small heldings with high yielding
material, the rehabilitation of estates
and small holdings, the diversifica-
tion of estates and small holdings by
the establishment and operation of
dairy industries, and the replacement
of tea on such estates and small
holdings by other crops.”

It is really a terrific job that you
are asking this board to take over.
Please visualize what the Hon.
Minister is proposing. The Hon.
Minister is giving power to this
board to look after a major portion
of the economy of this country, or
the major sector of the economy of
this country. That is what is meant
by the provisions of this Bill. It is
really a terrific job that the board is
going to undertake.—[Interruption].

Those are the moral factors. If the
Hon. Minister is thinking in terms of
the moral implications of this, I am
prepared to accept his speech, but
there are legal and economic impli-
cations involving the sector that em-
ploys.the biggest number of people
inthis country. One person is re-
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quired for every four-fifths of an acre
of tea in this country. So, over one
million people are employed directly,
and you can work out how many
more people are employed indirectly.
All those things considered, the Hon.
Minister has not been fair by this
House because he has not set out all
the implications of this Bill.

That is not all. Clause 4 further
says :

“....(b) to regulate the establishment
and operation of tea factories including
factories for the manufacture of instant
tea;

(c) to regulate the sale of tea including
the conduct of tea auctions ;
(d) to regulate the export of tea....”

What is the relationship between
your Consolexpo and this? We do
not know. There is nothing to indi-
cate what is happening. Are they
taking over the export of tea ? Or
are you continuing to handle the ex-
port of tea ? Where are we ?

To continue :

“ (e) to assist and encourage the mar-
keting of tea in and outside Ceylon...."

Therefore, they will have some
individual set-up, some organization-
al set-up, or use the existing
embassies, and so on.

All these things are going to be
done by the Tea Board which the
Hon. Minister is contemplating
setting up, but he has not given us a
fair indication of what he has in
mind. This colossal task is to be
undertaken by this board of nine
people. Sir, you will pardon me if I
happen to repeat some of the senti-
ments expressed by other Members,
but they are germane to my argu-
ment. I am told that—the Hon,
Minister will correct me if I am
wrong—the chairman is to be a per-
manent secretary who will accept the

job. I do not know whether he has
accepted the job or not, but I think
he has been offered the job.—
[Interruption]. Why not? Mr.
Mahadeva has been offered the job
at Rs. 3,500 a month.

1970 &en8 12
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NG By SNBY ¢

(Qzerra edluy GuieyanCrim)
(The Hon. Hugh Fernando)
By whom ?

grnde 5. 28 ovedd
(soorfl§) erar, erb. QUG Trm)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

That is the infromation I have.

a0 By YunsYe

(Qaorrey @By QuiEnanCrmr)
(The Hon. Hugh Fernando)

Ask the Hon. Prime Minister.

e Y. DO. ouedd
(soorflG erer. ertb. QuGrrir)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I know that Mr. Mahadeva has
been approached.

NS B YwsY'e
(Ozorrey ey QuieyanGrir)
(The Hon. Hugh Fernando)

I am not aware of it.

@mhde OnY. 98. cwedd
(sarf @ erer. ertb. QuCror)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I did not meet Mr. Mahadeva, but
I know it. This,is commmon talk in the
bazaar. Everybody in the bazaar
knows this. You cannot hide these
things in Ceylon. Sir, everything
that happens in everybody’s house is
known in Ceylon. You cannot hide
these things.

You are having four permanent
secretaries in addition. I have seen
these permanent secretaries : in
action. With all due respect to the
mental and intellectual attainments
of these gentlemen, I do not think
they have either the time or the
capacity or even the ability to tackle
a major job like this. Please do
not clutter these places with perma-
nent secretaries.

That is why I started by saying
that you should have permanent peo-
ple 'on ‘this board, persons who will
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gather expertise, if they are not al-
ready experts—as they go along. You
should not entrust the biggest jobs in
this country to persons who are
- already fully occupied.

You want nine people to be em-
ployed in this job. Half an hour is
all the time that a permanent secre-
tary can give. They will have time
to think of the subject only while
they are travelling to the place. They
have no time to sit down and
think about the problems they have
got to face. Permanent secretaries
have so many jobs to do. Each per-
manent secretary has innumerable
jobs.

If you count the number of boards
on which they already are on, you
will realize that they are like
doctors at the O. P. D. cf the General
Hospital where they have to attend
to about ten patients in a minute.
That is the sort of job a permanent
secretary is doing. And the Hon.
Minister is entrusting the biggest
jobs in this country to these people.
We are fooling with the economy of
this country. Therefore, this position
is most unsatisfactery. He should
scrap this whole board. I think the
Hon. Minister is aware that the Tea
Board in India had forty members.
They were very dissatisfied with
that. Of that forty, I think ten were
government servants and the rest
were from the tea trade and the tea
industry.

&8 BT O -0 Ow.
wém G O5F5)

(Bm. .
2SS G )

(Mr. R. Singleton-Salmon—Appointed
Member)

Only four were government ser-
vants.

(es

3) 8156V L_G3T - &F LDGT— B LLILDGOT

@B Y. 98 cwedd

(soorflG) erer. erd. QuGrrT)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

The hon. Appointed Member may
be correct.
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Now they have reorganized the tea
board I think. They have reduced the
number to about 30 and they have
included only four government ser-
vants. So, you do not want all these
government servants on your board.

As a matter of fact, as Minister of
Finance, this is one of the things I
discouraged. When you send Trea-
sury representatives to boards, they
can neither do their jobs in the Trea-
sury properly, nor those other jobs

that they ar2 called upon
to do. They are mnot capable
of doing all that. What they

normally do is they ask a minor fry
to go there. And there is no continu-
nity also. They send onef person ‘today
another person tomorrow, and a
third person the day after. Why? Be-
cause they have got other jobs to do.
And you are continuing this whole
business.

In point of fact I am seriously
thinking, whatever party comes into
power, that in Ceylon there must be a
Ministry for the plantation industry.
There must be one whole Ministry
for the job. That is the biggest job
you have got in Ceylon. You must
have a Ministry for tackling the
whole question of the plantations, if
you are not prepared to have a Minis-
try for the tea industry alone. They
must go into the problems from ‘A’
to ‘Z’ devoting twenty-four hours of
their time to the problems of market-
ing, production, and so on. Rationa-
lizing of the estates is a very impor-
tant job.

Sir, we have got in this country tea
factories for three hundred acres, and
side by side we have tea factories for
two thousand acres. As a matter of
fact I think rationalizing of the tea
plantations, the tea estates, should
receive priority even over nationali-
zation. That is what I would like done
first. So you can economize that way.
Get an up-to-date factory which will
serve what may be considered an
optimum area in certain areas. In
certain areas 1,000 acres may be the
optimum. In certain areas in the low-
country the area may be larger. In
theUp-country districts of course


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

813
Goz 6% VHIEC T EWYPuWm
because of transport difficulties the
area may be limited. That kind of
rationalization is also important. You

agree with it ?

a& & @, $wedBA®
(Qaerrey Cay. %dlbff, MwalT Ge )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

One hundred per cent. You are
rationalizing your policy.

e Y. Q. cueds
(sarflg erar. ertb. QUGrTrTrT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

We are prepared, all the time, to be
thinking afresh.

a& 3. ;8. SwdiAm
(Qaorras Cog. oyf. sguieui gar)
{The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
Quite rightly.

adw sy, 38, owedsd
(sorflE erer. ortb. QulGrsr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

We are not hidebound. We have to
look at problems as they arise and
bring a fresh outlook to bear on some
of these problems. You cannot go on
like this. In the light of all this with
the Hon. Minister of State agreeing
with me, how can you justify this
board?

oG 8. wd. ¥wdIA®
(Qaorron Ceg. oyi. squwioui e )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

We will try it out and if we are not
satisfied we will scrap it.

{Tﬁa@agcﬁ Y. 8. ouedd
(soorplG erer. ertb. QuGrrm)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Can you play the fool with——

ad o8, @, SwedBAN

(Qzorrar Cgg. opr. epwiour ser)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

We appointed a commission and we
are acting on their recommendation.

1970 X23208 12
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HMdw Y. DO, ouvedd

(sarfplG erer. ortb. QuGrmm)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

With all respect, I do not agree with
that position. I think we ought to
give fresh thought to this question.

8. 25Y. DY »sTad Ow. (ccefwocs)
(5law. &. erar. sevearmesr—~_6saflure)
(Mr. C. N. Kannangara—Deniyaya)

We ought to have scrapped the
commission first.

@l DY, 8. cuedsH

(soorfl G erer. erd. QUGTrm)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I am not at all satisfied. The hon.
Member for Colombo South (Mr.
Bernard Soysa) dealt with that part
of the question. I am thoroughly dis-
satisfied with the concept of the
board and the giving of this type of
work to permanent secretaries.

Ao o, . LwdBRB

(Caarrer Ceog. oyi. sqweur e )

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

This is the first sensible speech the
Opposition made. They once said the
tea industry ruined Ceylon. They

said, “Pull out the tea bushes” and
SO on.

ande DuY, 9. csed8sb

(sr & erer. ertb. QuGrrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Whatever it is, the tea industry is
here and we have to make the best
use of it. If we destroy it we may have

to get into “amude” and get down
to one meal a day.

o ed. . LwudBRx

(Qzarrar Cop. oy, epweuiwer)
(The Hon. J. R. J ayewardene)
Tell that to your backbenchers.

Gl DY, 8. eueds

(‘5&31‘!1“:_75}’.5 orer. erb. Qulrmm)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

That is also a kind of moralizing.

I do want the Government to recon-
sidernthis. It is no use just passing
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this Bill. I am afraid that the mere
implementation of this will lead us
nowhere. There will be no major
work done by a board composed In
this way because the implications are
far-reaching. I want the whole matter
considered afresh by the Govern-
ment.

The hon. Member for Deniyaya
(Mr. C. N. Kannangara) talked about
agency houses. That has been one of
my constant themes in this House.
At least India has started by scrap-
ping some of them. In my Budget
Speech one of the things I stated is
that if you want to really control the
plantation industry and make it effec-
tive for the purpose of the develop-
ment of this country, then you must
at least control the agency houses.

You will remember, one of the pro-
posals I had in my Budget Speech
was to take power for the Govern-
ment to appoint members to the
boards of agency houses as a first
step so that we can know what they
are doing, what commissions are being
charged and so on. As I mentioned in
this House before, though I was in
the strong position of Finance Minis-
ter, I was unable to find out the
actual profits, selling prices, the com-
missions charged and so on, and
remittances made to the head offices
by their branch offices here. As
Minister of Finance I had no power
to get that information.—[Interrup-
tion.] The Exchange Control Depart-
ment too could not provide the infor-
mation. It is very important that you
must know what is happening. It is
a strange thing, Mr. Finance Minister,
but if you check up you will find out
that every one of these companies has
exhausted its resources. Prior to 1956
each of these companies had very big
resources., Every cent of that has been
sent back to London. As a matter of
fact, there is a detailed study made of
this question by one of the econo-
mists in the Central Bank; I have
seen the manuscript written by him.
You can ask the Governor of the
Central Bank to provide you with
that manuscript. This economist has
analysed this whole business, oW
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they have exhausted all the reserves,
and so on. They have absolutely no
reserves and they are now working
purely on overdrafts. Even the pro-
fits they have made have all been
sent back and today they are working
purely on overdrafts. Our money has
gone out. Apart from the profits and
dividends that are going out regu-
larly, other moneys have gone out.
By various methods commissions
have been made by these agency
houses. Unless we control them we
will never make an impression on
this industry.

The Hon. Minister is learning. As
mentioned earlier, the auctions are
rigged. They have various devices by
which they share out those auctions
and so on ; that is why the prices are
low. As a matter of fact, I have here
the “Economist” of 18th October
1969. The heading is this: “Tea—
Time for a change ”. That is what the
“ Economist ” is saying— Time for a
change ”. 1 shall not read the whole
article. It refers to the Mauritius
Agreement. It siates:

«Put the most notable fact about the
tea market is that Britain, with its daily
consumption of five cups a head, takes 40
per cent of world exports, about 500 mil-
lion 1b. a year. Are other potential mar-
kets unexplored ? "—

They were talking about surplus pro-
duction as against consumption ; that
is, while consumption increases at
the rate of 1 per cent a year, produc-
tion increases at 3 per cent. That is
what the “Economist” says. The
articles goes on to state:

“« Unfortunately the production and
marketing of tea is partly in the hands
of relatively old-fashioned manage-
ments—”’

That is their estimate also! How
much more does it apply to us ! There
are old-fashioned managements and
they have got monopoly rights also.
The article states :

“and the crippling taxes imposed by
producer governments have not en-
couraged them to invest in modernisa-
tion .

That, of course, is understandable
from “their point of view !
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“ It would be a pity if production quotas,
an inefficient stopgap, were made an
excuse for neglecting other ways of
improving the position of tea.”

May I, therefore, now come to the
question of the Mauritius Agree-
ment ? This is a stopgap arrange-
ment. Is this an arrangement that
is favourable to us ? Ninety million
pounds of tea are going to be with-
drawn from the market. But strange-
ly enough, what is the position about
the rising countries which are going
to be our main competitors in the
future, namely, Kenya, Uganda, Zam-
bia, and Malawi which is a much
smaller state ? These are the four
countries that are now growing up as
competitors to Ceylon and India.
Actually, Uganda has had an im-
provement in its position, not other-
wise. I have got the figures. According
to the Mauritius Agreement, India,
Ceylon and Pakistan’s exports in 1968
amounted to 919 million pounds, and
for 1970—928 million pounds;
Indonesia 81 million pounds in 1968,
and for 1970—77 million pounds.
Kenya’s exports in 1968—now this is
in million pounds—was 91.9 million
pounds. We have got 464 million
pounds, I think, on the basis of this
agreement. That is our quota for
1970. Actually Uganda’s 25 million
in 1968 has gone up to 54 million.
They are up by 29 million pounds and
what is more important is this. They
have in Africa, the East African
Community, and Uganda, Tanzania
and Zambia have one Customs union.
Tanzania is not in the agreement.
Tanzania has walked out of the agree-
ment—is that right ?—and therefore
they are not bound by this reduction
in the quota. As they are one of the
countries in the Customs union what
is there to prevent Uganda and so on
producing tea and sending it through
Tanzania ?

o 2. 8, (2808
awmé G OB)
" (Ozorrar  erth. (@. LIGRT L IT—G¥ a1 & T UL s

2T 6 SYDLDEFEFIT )

(The Hon. M. D. Banda—Minister of
Agriculture and Food)

Those are the difficulties and you
are mentioning some of them.,

3——ad 9623 (70/1)
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mnBa Oz, 98 cwedd

(soor Bl G erer. Grib. QuGrrm)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I am therefore saying that the
Mauritius Agreement has not been of
advantage to us. What is worse still
is that—we are the biggest exporter
of tea—India is also exploiting us. Is

‘that right Mr. Minister ?

wé B yoNsYg

(Qzorres @miL) QuiieyarCrLr)
(The Hon. Hugh Fernando)
India is also exploiting us?

e OsY. OO, cwedd
(saor Bl erer. ortd. QuGrmrm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Where are we ?

ad od. @b, LwediRm
(Qzorreas Ggg. oyif. sgueui er)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
Who is not ?

G Y. ©8. cueds

(sor G erer. erib. QuGram)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

India is exporting less than we do
but she insists on exporting the same
amount as we are doing. What is
going to happen to the surplus in this
country ? We have got to absorb it ?
Can we ask our people to produce
less? Then you must gradually
remove some of the uneconomic lands
and make alternative arrangements.
That is also not advantageous because
the other countries are not doing that.
India has got about 400 million people
and one extra cup of tea will absorb
internally all the surplus that they
produce.—[Interruption]. No, not
that they do not want to do that. They
do not want to do that because they
want foreign exchange to be earned.
That is why they are insisting on ex-
porting more tea; not that they do
not want to consume tea but they are
preventing that consumption becauze
they want to export more and get
their foreign exchange. That is what
they are doing.
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(Qaserres erib, 1o, LiewrL_T)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

They are keen to earn foreign
exchange.

g Y. 8. ouedd
(&a}fr‘gg}{@ erar. ortp. QuGram)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Of course, they will continue o do
80. They will not reduce the output,
and any surplus that they produce
will continue to export as much as
will continue to export as much as
they possibly can. We cannot do that.
That is our difficulty. What are we
to do with about 20 million pounds of
tea in our hands. Some solution has
to be found for all these problems.
So you will see that the Mauritius
Agreement is not such a big advan-
tage to us as some hon. Members try
to make out. I believe, quite rightly,
a number of people are complaining
that this is not such a big advantage
to us.

I do not know whether the
Mauritius Agreement covers the
export of Instant Tea—I have not
seen the details—and other forms of
tea that are now being produced.
Does the quota cover the export of
Instant Tea that we produce ?

[ have seen bottled tea. It is like
Elephant House aerated water
bottles. They say they can keep it
for quite some time. I do not know
whether this will be covered by the
Mauritius Agreement or not.

My major complaint about this
board is that it is not a workable
board. The board will have to take
orders from the Minister of Agricul-
ture and Food ; the board will have
to take orders from the Minister of
Commerce and Trade; from how
many others I do not know.

There is one thing more that I do
not understand here. Hitherto
boards have been appointed by the
Ministers concerned. This time the
board is appointed by the Prime
Minister. Why ?

I believe, Sir, in most cases, for

boards of one type or another or
corporations, when people, are

Bewidm @535 Vet
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appointed, the Ministers concerned
makes a suggestion and get it
okayed by the Prime Minister. That
has been the normal practice. But
now they have reversed the process.
They have passed a vote of no-
confidence in the Ministers ; maybe
they fear there will be contlict
between the Minister of Agriculture
and Food and the Minister of Com-
merce and Trade. And the Prime
Minister says, “No, I will do the
appointing.” My fear is that the
parties who are appointed will say,
“You go to hell; I have been
appointed by the Prime Minister ; I
am not going to do what you order ;
I will do what I want and not what
you are going to tell me.” How
can you prevent that ? With the
set-up that we have got in this
country, how can you prevent cer-
tain individuals saying, “I am not
governed by you. I have been ap-
pointed by the Prime Minister.
Therefore, I will do what I consider
is best, irrespective of what your
general orders are.” And how far
will your general orders go ?

According to Section 5 (1) and (2),
the Hon. Minister gives one set of
orders and the Hon. Minister of
Agriculture gives another set of
orders. If they are in conflict, what
happens ? Or if the parties con-
cerned, that is the board members,
decide to take one set and reject the
others, what is going to happen ?
What are the powers provided for
the carrying out of those orders?
If they do not comply, what hap-
pens ? There are no penal clauses.
You cannot say, “I will get rid of
the member concerned or I will get
rid of the board, ” because the board
is appointed by the Prime Minister.
So you are creating a whole source
of friction in this board. I do not
think this is going %o work. What
will happen to this is what happened
to the N.C.H.E. In your Higher
Education Board there is constant
friction between the board and the
Minister. It does not function at all.
We told that to the Minister when
the Bill was under discussion but
he did not listen. Now he is blam-
ing us.—[Interruption].
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It has nothing to do with the
question of autonomy. The whole
set-up is wrong. And this is what
will happen to the Tea Board—no
powers at all. Anyway, the Minis-
ter is taking this before a Standing
Committee so that we can go into
all these details. There are a num-
ber of questions about staff and so
on which I want to raise because I
find this Bill supplants all the
existing boards. The T.R.I. is going
to be taken over by this propose
board, all the subsidiary institutions
that you have got in connection with
the tea industry are going to be
taken over. Some of these officers
have been appointed under various
conditions—all manner of condi-
tions—which are quite different;
all the boards do not have the same
conditions.

For instance the Tea Control
Department has got different condi-
tions. It has a closed service and its
own conditions of employment, with
regard to provident fund, pension
rights, and so on. Now these have
to be tackled separately, and I do
not want to go into all those details
now. I hope to take them up in the
Standing Committee.

I hope the Hon. Minister will keep
an open mind in order to satisfy
these people with regard to their
difficulties.

We have undertaken to finish this
Debate by 12 o’clock. Therefore 1
do not want to take much of your
time. But I do want to appeal to
the Hon. Minister to reconsider this
whole matter. The whole position
1s not very satisfactory.

- Now, on whatever side we may
be, we are interested in this matter.
Whether we like it or not the tea
industry is going to be our mainstay
for a number of years to come, and
we have got to look after this,
nurture this, develop this until we
can find alternative means of sus-
taining our economy. And we must
see to it that the whole thing works
satisfactorily. I do not see that in
this you have the solutionito bthe
problem,
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Admittedly we find that the tea

industry is going through a difficult
period, but this is no solution to the
problem. I would therefore like the
Cahinet to bring some fresh thinking
to bear on this whole question.

o o&. @8, LwediRn
(Qaorres Cog. oyi. egwari gsar)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

Sir, I presented a packet of tea to
the hon. Member for Mirigama
(Mrs. J. P. Obeyesekere). There was
nothing wrong with it. It was a
packet of C.W.E. tea; it is sold at
Rs. 1.60 a packet.

Sy 5N Bco.

(r@@. Jﬁ}@mé;as)
(Mr. Ratnayake)
Shall we table it ?

ad 8. @l LwddRn
(Qsarres Ceg. oyi. epwieui gerr)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
It is meant to be drunk.

BICT S WD BNGDD
(FuTpTUST SjaIfser )
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

The hon. Member can invite all of
us to her house for tea.

g3, &n. 11.36

a& Ba wsnsYe

(Qazerres ey -S-'r_.rff(@su'ar'@:_fr)

(The Hon. Hugh Fernando)

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I have been
found fault with for not having
introduced the Bill with a long
speech. I did not do so for very good
reasons. I know that this is one of
the most important Bills presented
in this House. As has been rightly
pointed out by the hon. Member for
Yatiyantota (Dr. N. M. Perera), the
institution that we are going to set
up will deal with a very vital sector
of the economy, the tea industry. As
it, was;my intention to have this Bill
referred to a Standing Committee
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and as I did not want to commit my-
self in respect of the various mal-
ters dealt with in the Bill, and going
on the principle of “ Least said, soo-
nest mended ”, I did not think it
necessary for me to make a long
speech in introducing the Bill.

The Hon. Minister of
complimented the hon.
ber for Yatiyantota on
made the only sensible speech
from the Opposition on this
Bill. May I say that there were other
good speeches from the Opposition.
The hon. Member for Devinuwara
(Mr. de Mel), the hon. Member for
Kolonnawa (Mr. Ilangaratne), the
hon. Member for Agalawatta (Dr.
Colvin R. de Silva) and the hon.
Member for Colombo South (Mr.
Bernard Soysa) also made very good
contributions.

State
Mem-
having

S5Y 506 .

( r@@ ﬂr‘éj@ma%a; )

(Mr. Ratnayake)

All the best brains are on this side
of the House.

b B BN5Y

(Qaerrey alLy Gl @er G )

(The Hon. Hugh Fernando)

The hon. Member for Mirigama
(Mrs. J. P. Obeyesekere) also made
a good contribution.

I compliment the hon. Member for
Yatiyantota for having made a very
good speech. In fact, a few months
ago in the Second Reading Debate
on the Appropriation Bill I had
occasion to say that the 1964 Budget
Speech made by the hon. Member
for Yatiyantota when he was Min-
ister of Finance was one of the best
I had heard in this House.

As was pointed out by the hon.
Members on both sides of the House,
the provisions of this Bill have to be
carefully considered, and in regard
to the Standing Committee to which
this Bill will be referred, I have ad-
dressed you, Mr. Deputy Speaker,
about co-opting into the ~Standing
Committee other hon. Members and
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that list includes the Hon. Minister of

Agriculture and Food, the hon.
Member for Mirigama and the
Appointed Member, Mr. Thonda-

man. At the Standing Committee all
the provisions of the Bill will be care-
fully considered and suitable amend-
ments will be made. I myself feel
that this Bill needs a certain amount
of rethinking. That is why I was very
prief at the outset.

My own experience as Minister is
that when an institution such as the
one that is proposed is set up it
should be made very effective from
the very begining and that no room
should be left for the creation of
impediments by anyone. I am my-
self not very happy about appoint-
ing to this board persons whose
hands are already full.

My own experience is that when
I submit a certain matter to a com-
mittee it is very difficult to get the
committee to meet because the
members are all over. Sometimes
they are here, sometimes they are
gone abroad and as a result things
are not moving fast enough. This sort
of practice will have to cease very
soon. We spend a great deal of time
in producing certain documents and
when we go to the actual implemen-
tation we come across immovable
obstacles standing in the way. Those
obstacles have to be removed.

I also feel that the problems facing
the tea industry are immense and
serious. But it is my conviction ihat,
though we have had conferences at
the national and international levels,
if India and Ceylon alone get
together they can find a solution to
these problems. Ceylon and India
between them, command 70 per cent
of the tea market. So, this problem
can be solved if India works in colla-
boration with Ceylon. On our part we
have done our best and I hope India
too will do her best in assisting her-
self and us in this vital matter.

I do not want to speak further cz
thisisubject. As I told you at the
very beginning, there is plenty of
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room for discussion. I hope hon.
Members on both sides, as pointe_d
out by the hon. Member for Devi-
nuwara, will consider this as a
national issue and raise it above the
level of party or political ideologies.
It is an industry that affects the
economy of the country and our
best foreign exchange earner, and it
it is approached in that spirit, I for
my part, as Minister of Commerce,
am prepared to accept any amend-
ment or suggestion that you think
would be all right to rehabilitate
the tea industry.

I now move that the Bill be read a
Second time.

s@ e SPum G, wwm wddm Sa.

W omgfum 0 ¢HmMED edm
Dedm @8sY, 57 (2) 2» & Bewiow
@WOow Bowldn DHnwM® 88x dw “IF”
DS mudm wendd sDEm Ct.

all@) efl@ss U/ I miE G EIenGriuLL g,

w@srgn, @seng, Quemimb penm w SIS
uL®, plawwm sCir 5T (2) Qerg. B%vwh @

13 bk

e " &@G U FUTHTWET 26UTEGTTE FMULUULCL Fia
Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read a Second time, and
allocated by MRr. DEPUTY SPEAKER to

Stand.ng Committee A B under
Standing Order 57 (2).
HDede o)
YDy
ANNOUNCEMENT

BewI &3 WANBNGEDH
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(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

In terms of Standing Order No. 136,
the Hon. Speaker has appointed the
Deputy Speaker Chairman of Stand-
ing Committee “ A ”.

Mr. Speaker has also nominated the
following additional Members to
serve on Standing Committee “ A ”
for the consideration of the Ceylon
Tea Board Bill :

The Hon. M. D. Banda

Mr. S. A. Peeris, O. B. E

Mr. N. Wimalasena

Mr. W. P. G. Ariyadasa

Mrs. J. P. Obeyesekere

Mr. C. N. Kannangara
- Mr. Lakshman Jayakody
. Mr. S. Thondaman
. Mr. V, Dharmalingam
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Mr. A. Pilapitiya '
Mr. Mangala Moonesinghe
Mr. Donald J. Ranaweera, M. B. E.

Mr. D. B. Wijetunga
Mr. R. Singleton-Salmon, C. B. E.

Mr. Bernard Soysa
Mr. S. Hettige
Mr. T. B. M. Herath

e @W» OAS TINS Yel
(Boeridy) 55 YOS

Caulldw, @mpiin oreflis (Q@ﬁﬁm)
wGFrgr

'TEA AND RUBBER SUBSIDY
(AMENDMENT) BILL

0c0m 96 Bulol HBowlow Bwdm» &
Erennn wHOSpEter SULET aTR&suUlL .

Order for Second Reading read.
& o, 11.42
o 8. &. Az

(Q@orras erib. Io. ueaﬁrf_.'r)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

I move,
*“That the Bill be read a Second time. ”

We have been having a very long
debate on the Second Reading of the
Ceylon Tea Board Bill and I stand up
to move the Second Reading of the
Tea and Rubber Subsidy (Amend-
ment) Bill. I must, first of all, point
out that this is a necessary corollary
to whatever steps we are going to
take with regard to the diversification
of the plantation agricultural struc-
ture on which the economy of Ceylon
is generally based. We have had a
very highly developed industry in tea
and rubber but it is felt now that cer-
tain extents of tea land and certain
extents of rubber land which are re-
garded as uneconomic from wvarious
points of view should be put into
other crops—crops that will be useful
both for local consumption and more
so from the point of view of earning
foreign exchange. There appears to
be a potential for it and the policy
that had been accepted is to go for
higher yields from a smaller acreage,
reducing the cost per unit of produc-
tion both in tea and rubber and to try
to keep the foreign exchange that we
have been earning in the past at that
level or at an increased level while at
theusame time putting under other


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

827
o w» 438 @ad 8 (woewdd) 3y
P

[e6 8. 8. azin]
crops, as I said, the marginal lands
that have now gone under tea and
rubber.

If hon. Members read the Objects
and Reasons of this Bill, it will be
seen that the purpose is set out
clearly there. In the case ot
tea, it is hoped that, by vegeta-
tive planting and removing the
uneconomic areas, yield would go up
between 2,500 to 3,000 lbs. an acre on
an average. In the case of rubber, it
is about 1,500 1bs. an acre, much above
the unit rate of production as it is to-
day.

We have not still worked out the
approach in the sense of determining
the areas and the criteria that we are
going to apply to extents that are re-
garded as uneconomic. We have got
to take into consideration the small-
holders’ tea if we are taking up tea
and see how that can be improved,
or if there are certain extents in this
category which could go under
diversification how we could give
them an attractive alternative pros-
pect of earning something more than
what an acre of tea would give. It
would be similar in regard to rubber.

I must say that with regard to this
diversification programme resulting
from this type of thinking, my Min-
istry is taking action, through the
Agriculture Department, to locate
areas that could come under pro-
grammes for diversification, cultiva-
tion of alternative crops, dairy farm-
ing and reafforestation with a view
not only to conserving soil and turn-
ing the climate but also to supplying
pulp necessary for paper manufacture
and things like that. While we are
already on that type of study some
action is being taken on those lines.

We have proposed to the UN.D.P.,
and we are about to embark on, a
much deeper study with regard to not
only the climatic and soil conditions
and so on and so forth and internal
markets but also export markets. The
economics of the whole thing are
being studied in much depth and de-
tail. We are not waitingotill-that| is
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completed. We are taking action on
our own as a beginning. A part of the
big work that the Tea Board will have
to do would really be that. The com-
position of the Tea Board—of course
we will discuss that in detail in the
Committee Stage—has been so con-
ceived as to achieve this result. That
is why in the composition of the Tea
Board also there are two ministries
coming together. The Ministry of
Agriculture comes in because of the
diversification programme. Quite
apart from the research and other
things that are now vested in the Min-
istry of Agricluture, some new work
also will have to be done in this
diversification programme. There has
to be a live connection between the
two ministries. That is the reason for
the particular composition of the Tea
Board, on which in the Committee
stage I will be able to come in. But
this piece of legislation is an amend-
ment to the Tea Subsidy Act and the
Rubber Replanting Subsidy Act.
There is a subsidiy which is being
paid for replanting tea under the Tea
Subsidy Act. And there is a subsidy
for replanting rubber.

Now, this amending Bill seeks to
enlarge the scope of utilization of
those funds for diversification pro-
grammes both in tea and in rubber
lands. Without this amendment we
will not be able to assist in a big
diversification programme. Already,
the payment of a subsidy for replant-
ing tea and rubber is an accepted
principle. There are other crops also
which are given subsidies, but these
are the two main crops. This Bill en-
larges the scope of the subsidy for the
purpose of diversification of crops
both on tea and on rubber lands. That
is the purpose of this Bill, and this 18
what the Statement of Legal Effect
says :

(1) payments from the Rubber Subsidy
Fund and the Tea Subsidy Fund
of such amounts as are autho-
rized by the Minister to be made
from time to time for the purpose
of subsidizing the replanting of
rubber estates and rubber small
holdings and tea estates and tea
small holdings with approved
crops in addition to, or in replace-
ment of, tea or rubber plants, and
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(2) the payments to be made from the

Rubber Subsidy Fund for the re-
habilitation of rubber estates and

rubber small holdings and the
processing of raw rubber.

These amendments are meant to

serve that purpose. I commend this
Bill to the House.

@' e uwmBe Dém @2,

Question proposed.

eil@y er® & G i Glumm .

BewTLn WANBN2NSs
(2L Furprwusy el Far )
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please. The Sitting is sus-
pended till 2 p.r.

def8® 30 ¢mmED MmOmEDD goy 8Q2»
CEsY, @ . 2 O O DN OH» ce.

Hgerug. 2wofer . u. 2 wellauer @

e MR i . :
B OISSUULE, BamBn pyribunmh mr. iy

Sitting accordingly suspended till 2 p.m.
and then resumed,

2. o8 & ¢ & Ow. (ceB8mDY)

(B 7. Co. 8. 1y Qué—0 56 mavr)

(Mr. R. J. G. de Mel—Devinuwara)

Mr. Deputy Speaker, the diversifi-
cation of crops in uneconomic tea and
rubber lands is a very laudable ob-
ject, a matter about which we have
talked long and often and an object
which we of the Opposition approve
in principle. We are glad that the
Hon. Minister has introduced these
amendments to the Rubber Replant-
ing Subsidy Act and the Tea Subsidy
Act not only with a view to giving
subsidies for replanting uneconomic
tea with high-yielding V.P. tea and
replanting uneconomic rubber lands
with high-yielding strains of budded
rubber, but also with a view to diver-
sifying crops on uneconomic tea and
rubber lands.

Our only objection is that, though
we have talked long and often about
diversification of crops, in fact the
word “diversification” has become
a new shibboleth, of our planners, a
new catch-word, a new panacea for
all ills, as it were, but I am afraid that
we have still not evolved a satisfact-
ory scheme of diversificatioir-for \ins
economic tea and rubber.
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I understand that the Planters’ As-
sociation and various other bodies
have offered certain suggestions to the
Ministry of Agriculture. We also
understood from the Hon. Minister’s
speech that a committee, probably a
committee of officials and unofficials,
is working on a scheme of diversifi-
cation. We are also glad that certain
assistance is being obtained for this
programme from the U.N.D.P., but I
would venture to suggest that what-
ever assistance we obtain from
foreign agencies it is ultimately out
of our own resources in this country
—of men, materials, soil and so forth
—that we will be able to diversify our
economy on sound lines.

& 0. 8. AN
(Cserroe ertb, 1o, LeTLT)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)
We think we could.

¢ & .

(8. g Ouwe)

(Mr. de Mel)

I think we can. That is why I ap-
prove this in principle. But a great
deal of thought is necessary before
we rush into a scheme of diversifica-
tion.—[Interruption]. We approve
this in principle. Diversification is
very desirable.

o DO. B, Az

(Qzerrora erib, 1o, LiGHTL_T)

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

I am only trying to understand

whether you said we could or we
could not.

¢ O .
(Bcm. 19 Ooey )
(Mr. de Mel)

We could, but it requires a great
deal of thought. We can diversify. It
is eminently desirable that we diver-
sify. Diversification is a laudable ob-
ject, but we must consider this matter
with a great deal of thought before
we embark on schemes of diversifica-
tion.

I am only putting forward this sug-
gestion for the earnest consideation
of ‘the'Hon. Minister because he him-
self knows the enormous waste that
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occurred under the Special Leases
Scheme. Some of the special lessees
have developed their holdings but
there has been a considerable amount
of waste of natural resources of this
country, of our foreign wealth, of our
foreign exchange, and there has been
considerable waste of manpower on
some of our special lease lands. There
has been a certain amount of waste
even in our replanting of tea and in
our replanting of rubber. And that is
apart from the confusion and corrup-
tion that has also occurred in the two
schemes.

adb 08, 8. &
(Qaerrray Grib, L@, LIGRTL_IT)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

I was not disputing him. I only
wanted to understand what he said,
and nothing else. I did not hear pro-
perly whether he said it could be done
or could not be done.

e O Own.

(8. 1g- Goad)

(Mr. de Mel)

We could. I only wanted to say we
should embark on this scheme with
a great deal of thought. I do not
know what schemes the Hon. Minister
has in mind. He did not tell us in
his introductory speech what schemes
he has in view.

{ envisage that he has schemes of
diversification with spices—cinnamon,
cloves, cardamons, Ppepper, nutmeg
and so on. I also envisage that he
has schemes of diversification with
dairy farming and pasture. I also en-
visage that he has schemes of diversi-
fication for the development of tim-
ber. He may have schemes of diversi-
fication with fruit farming, not only
pineapple, banana, papaw and the so-
called common varieties of tropical
fruit but also the more exotic varie-
ties like passion fruit, avocado, man-
gosteen, and so on. I also envisage
that the Hon. Minister has in view
schemes of diversification {rith ¢ertairn
other crops like cashew.

Bewddm ©535) @edac®
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ad 00, 8. g
(Q&er 76 GTLD. LIGRTL_IT )
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

I do not know about tea and rubber
lands, but certain seed paddy farms.

e g O

(B g Gw)

(Mr. de Mel)

I would earnestly urge, for the
consideration of the Hon. Minister,
that before we embark on schemes
of diversification and the paying
of subsidies we should have well
thought out schemes planned on a
sound basis, so that the resources of
this country are not frittered away
on hare-brained schemes of
diversification, for which certain
suggestions have already been made.
{)shall come to that in detail by and

y.

I would recommend for the
consideration of the Hon. Minister
one thing which may have been
forgotten by some of our planners,
to which I have given some thought
and attention. Some of our lands are
eminently suitable for the planting
of rubber, and I for one am not
pessimistic about the future of
natural rubber.

Some of our uneconomic tea lands
can only be planted with rubber.
Probably that is the only crop that
can be grown on some of our
uneconomic tea lands, particularly
in the low country and in certain
sections of the mid country, in
Kalutara, Galle, Matara and so on,
because the soil is not sandy enough
for cinnamon or any other crov.
There are some of our uneconomic
tea lands which are eminently
suitable. though not as good as the
Marawila-Madampe belt, for the
cultivation of coconut. So. 1 would
earnestlv suggest for the Hon.
Minister’s consideration that a sub-
sidy be considered for replanting
uneconomic tea lands either with
rubber or with coconut.

_ Then, with regard to crop diversi-
fighfion, there are many problems.
But there is one other matter in the
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objects and resaons for the clauses in
the Bill on which I would like to
have some clarification from the
Hon. Minister. It is envisaged that
certain payments will be made from
the Rubber Subsidy Fund not only
for the rehabilitation of rubber
estates and rubber smallholdings
but also for the processing of raw
rubber. :

Now, I do not know whether the
Hon. Minister has in view the grant-
ing of subsidies for the processing of
raw rubber of small holders, particu-
larly to co-operative societies for
setting up factories for processing the
rubber of small holders. If that is the
object of the Hon. Minister, it is a
very laudable object.

o 8. 8. A M
(Q@erra 6TLb. LIGHTL_TT )
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

That is already covered. That
assistance also can be given. This
is for new processes of converting
raw rubber.

e & Q.

(8. g Clwe)

(Mr. de Mel)

That is why I wanted clarification.
The Hon. Minister has now stated
that these subsidies are for new
processes of converting raw rubber
into, shall I say, technically graded
rubbers which are in common use to-
day. In converting raw rubber into
technically graded rubber, whether it
is crumb rubber, whether it is
comminuted rubber, dynap, or any
other process, please be very care-
ful before you pay subsidies for
these purposes. I have myself inves-
tigated this problem from 1961—not
yesterday or today. I have got de-
tailed costs, specifications, and
accounting of the costs of convession
into technicallv graded rubbers. In
a country like Ceylon, where we get
a premium price for crepe rubber,
by converting and spending large
sums of money for technically
sraded rubbers we shall probably
find ourselves getting ten cents less
for crumb rubber thanbweegetiofor
No, 1 crepe rubber. Thes¢ are matters
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that should be investigated very
carefully before we rush into crumb
rubber. There is a tendency in this
country to rush into many things.
We rushed into instant tea without
a proper investigation of the problem.
Let us not rush into technically
graded rubbers without a proper in-
vestigation of the problem and
without proper care and fore-
thought. It certainly is not economic
for this country to convert crepc
rubber to technically graded rubbers
without the aid of subsidy.

Conversion into technically graded
rubbers is only uesful where large
co-operative societies can collect
rubber of smallholders and have a
factory for the production of crumb
or technically graded rubbers. It is
useful only for the conversion ot
scrap and other low grade rubbers.
So, when we allot large sums of
foreign exchange for new entre-
preneurs who want to set up plants
for technically graded rubbers, we
must be careful to see that we do not
fritter away scarce foreign exchange
resources on such ventures.

We need to diversify—I do not
deny that. We need to have certain
technically graded rubber factories
in this country. But let us not rush
headlong into it when we get a
premium price for crepe which no
technically graded rubber can
command in the world market.

Then, as regards this problem of
crop diversification, it is not so easy
as it sounds. It is not as easy as the
planners in their ivory towers in the
Central Bank or various Ministries
seem to think.

There are socio-economic difficul-
ties. There is the terrific cost of con-
version from one crop to another.
There are various social problems
connected with the conversion of a
plantation from one croo to another.
There is the difficulty of adjustment
of staff. There is the even greater
difficulty of the adjustment of labour
to a new crop and a new agricultural
process. There are great agricul-
tural difficulties apart from socio-
economic difficulties. There is the
difficulty of climate, there is the
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difficulty of rainfall and there is the
difficulty of terrain. Either the
terrain is hilly or too sandy. There
is played-out soil. Most of our un-
economic tea land is on such played-
out soil, and without incurring heavy
costs on rejuvenation of that soil I do
not think any crop can be made to
grow on some of that tea land, parti-
cularly in the Kadugannawa and
Gampola areas. No crop will grow
there because the soil has been so
played-out that without incurring a
terrific cost on rejuvenation nothing
can be made to grow on it.

Then there are the difficulties in
regard to the mental and psycholo-
gical approach to diversification with
the present planter class. I can as-

sure you, with all due respect to the =

present planter class, that you can-
not diversify with the present planter
class. You must have a new, scien-
tifically, educated class of planter,
the class of planter which I envisaged
in my speech on the Tea Board Bill.
We need a planter class preferably
with a minimum degree or diploma in
agriculture, a class which is prepared
to take a new approach to the whole
problem of the plantation economy
of this country.

I am not for a moment trying to
decry or throw any aspersions or
cast a slur on the good work done
by the planters in the past. The
planters in their own time developed
an agricultural system in this coun-
try, a plantation economy of which
we can all be proud. Ours is one of
the finest plantation agricultural
economies in the world. But the
time has come for change. Most of
the present class of planters do not
have the mental or the psychological
attitude conducive to change. I have
tried this often. As one who has
always tried diversification in various
crops I have found my own difficul-
ties. The present planter class can-
not attune themselves to this sudden
change of outlook and change of
policy. So, if you have oirembark
upon a large scale scheme of'crop
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diversification on which subsidies are
spent please see to it that a full-
fledged planters’ training institute is
established under the central Tea
Board in which the Hon. Minister
also has a control which will give a
completely new type of training to
the planters, not the haphazard creep-
ing that is done in the estates. It
must be a completely scientific type
of training attuning this new class of
planter not only to the cultivation of
tea, rubber and coconut, but also to
the cultivation of various other crops,
for the diversification of our economy
and for the new ventures which we
have in view under this Bill. You
will only waste your money on subsi-
dies with the present untrained, non-
scientific planter class which we have
at present on our estates.

I am only putting this forward as
a suggestion to ‘the Hon. Minister,
because this is a problem that has
agitated me not yesterday or today
but for several years. It is high time
that we have a more scientifically
trained planter class not only to
tackle our present plantation eco-
nomy but also for the diversification
of our economy.

It is most dangerous to embark
upon diversification without proper
planning, as I said earlier, without
proper research institutes. We should
have research institutes for our spices.
There are such research institutes in
India, for example. We should have
research institutes for cashew if we
are going to embark upon large scale
cultivation of cashew. We should have
a research institute for fruit cultiva-
tion. Without research institutes I
am sure most of the money we will
be giving for crop diversification will
go to waste. Even today, after so
many years, we do not have a pro-
per citrus research institute. 1
know there is a citrus research insti-
tute in Bibile but it is an apology for
a research institute, I know some of
theuresearch sections in the Ministry
of Agriculture. The scientists there
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are working very hard and are capa-
ble, but they do not have the neces-
sary facilities. We should have a
full-fledged research institute for crop
diversification before we embark on it
and fritter away the resources of this
country.

Above all, there are the difficulties
of the smallholder. The smallholder
of tea, the man who sells a few
pounds of green leaf, barely manages
to survive today. The smallholders
of tea are spread over various parts
of the country. I feel that the Hon.
Minister’s scheme is particularly
directed to benefit the tea smallholder
because it is the smallholder in the
mid-country and the low-country who
is having the most uneconomic tea
lands in this country. When we call
upon him to diversify, do we pause
to think how the smallholder with
his one or two acres of tea can survive
between the time he uproots his tea
and his new crop comes into bearing
and gives him a return ? There will
be a time lag, even in the case of rice
crops—maybe a period seven or eight
years in the case of some of the other
crops. When we call upon the
smallholder to diversify, what is he
going to do during this period when
he has to wait and has no return from
any crop ? His tea has been uprooted,
he has no return on his green leaf,
and he has nothing from his new crop
which he has just cultivated on his
land. 4

It is a very big problem, a big socto-
economic problem which you will
have to tackle when you consider the
question of crop diversification for the
smallholder. After all, we on both
sides of the House, I am sure, are
more interested in the problems of
the smallholder than in the problems
of the large plantation owner. The
large plantation owner, the com-
panies, can always survive. They
have reserves; they have credit
facilities. But please look into this
question of the smallholder, when
you call upon him to diversify his
crop, as to how he is going to survive
between the time his tea is uprooted
and the new crop comes into bearing.
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Then, Sir, since this business of
diversification of crops, replanting of
tea and rubber, is intimately connect-
ed with the whole problem of
marketing, the whole problem of our
external trade, I think it is apposiie
that I should speak a few words on
this subject too on this occasion.

Our problem is not an agricultural
problem and I am sure the Hon.
Minister will agree with me. We in
this country are amongst the best
agriculturists in the world. Whether
we plant tea, rubber, coconut or
cocoa, or now when we are planting
paddy, the people of this country are
amongst the best agriculturists in the
world. I wish to pay my tribute to
them.

The whole problem is not one of
agriculture ; it is not a problem of
mere diversification, but it is a prob-
lem of marketing and sale. The
problem is not what you grow. It is
not as simple as that. The problem
is not what you diversify—whether
you diversify this crop or that crop.
The problem is entirely a question of
how to sell it and the prices you
obtain for it. We are called upon
to diversify in the field of spices—
cinnamon, cardamom, cloves, nutmeg
and pepper. Why ? Because foreign
monopolies have depressed our tea
market to such an extent that a con-
siderable portion of our land has
become uneconomic. Are we jump-
ing from the frying pan to the fire ?
We are diversifying in the field of

spices, but the same problems
affilict the spice trade. If
you wish to sell your coffee

or your cocoa or coconut, your pepper
or your cardamoms, you have to sell
it to the same brokers. It will be

again Hebtullabhoy, Jafferjee and
Chatoor. It might not be Brooke
Bonds or Liotons, but certainly it will
be Hebtullabhoy, Jafferjee and
Chatoor who will dominate our spice
trade and who will depress the prices
of our spices. It will be the same
foreign monopolies, and after a time
you will find that we have wasted the
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money of this country on subsidiza-

tion of crops from which you get no
return.

It will be the same problem once
again unless we take resolute steps
to solve the problem of marketing
and sale, for new monopolies are
being created in the spice trade al-
ready. With the diversification in
spices new monopolies are being
created and this is evident even in the
flower trade. There are some people
who have diversified in flowers—
Anthuriums and Orchids—and new
monopolies are being created. Mono-
polies from West Germany are buy-
ing our flowers for a song. New mono-
polies are being created even for the
purchase of our fruits. Various Euro-
pean and American cartels are buying
the tropical fruits for next to nothing.
It is the same problem whether we
diversify in tea, coconut or anything
else. Unless we solve the problem of
marketing and sale the same mono-
polies will exploit us whether it is
flowers or fuits. It will be the same
problem once again. Our markets are
being depressed for some of the new
crops. Only a state trading corpora-
tion, as we have often advocated, will
solve the problem. Only a completely
new system of state marketing can
solve the problem—not diversifica-
tion.

We have been independent for 21
years. But our whole plantation in-
dustry is still in chains. A colonial
or a neo-colonial system of growing,
of management, of brokering, of auc-
tions, of sales, shipping, insurance,
and freight is still controlling the
whole plantation industry. It will
control the new crops in the same
way unless you have new channels to
dispose of these new crops. We are
only jumping from the frying pan to
the fire. Do not think the diversifi-
cation of crops will be a panacea for
all the ills, and it is going to solve all
our problems. All this must be
changed if anything is going to come
out of this crop diversification pro-
gramme on which we are spending so
much.
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I am sorry, as a Member of the Sri
Lanka Freedom Party, to say that the
Sri Lanka Freedom Party did pre-
cious little to solve this problem. I
admit that. If they had taken a more
able, competent, brave step with re-
gard to the foreign trade of this
country, we would not be suffering
half the ills we are facing now. I am
only talking of the Sri Lanka Free-
dom Party Government. I know that
the hon. Member for Yatiyantota had
certain schemes with regard to this
matter ; those schemes he had no time
to implement.

I am sorry, Sir, that the U. N. P.
which has ruled this country for five
years has done even less during this
period to solve this problem in spite
of all our shouting from this side.

I only hope, Sir, that after this elec-
tion—it may be your Government, it
may be our Government—we will at
least have a Government which will
solve this problem of foreign trade,
breaking these monopolies and free-
ing this country from exploitation at
the hands of these foreign combines
which are buying our products at
next to nothing.

g. . 2.26
e Y. Q. cuedd

(sargG erer, erib. QuGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I have only two observations to
make. The question of replanting and
subsidies, is really a problem of ad-
ministration also. That is really on
the principle of rehabilitating uneco-
nomic tea lands in particular. I do not
think anybody can seriously cavil at
it. We have to provide alternative
crops, for the mid-country much more
than for the low-country or the up-
country. It is the mid-country tea
that is going to suffer most by the
drop in prices.

Sir, I believe it is roughly correct
to say that perhaps some of the
worst-managed and worst-neglected
tea estates are in the mid-country. In
point of fact, some of these tea estates
—1I think most of them—have got
their top soil eroded. It is rather a
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long-term  rehabilitation  that is

wanted with regard to some of these
mid-country tea estates.

Sir, I agree with the hon. Member
for Devinuwara that most of our big
companies, big estates and the big
owners will anyhow get the necessary
assistance from the Government
without much difficulty. The prob-
lem arises when the smallholders
want to get assistance for the purpose
of rehabilitating their smallholdings.

One problem, above all, is the prob-
lem of joint ownership of unparti-
tioned lands, and therefore there will
be a considerable amount of friction.
The Hon. Minister must devise some
means by which the whole problem
of these smallholders and their title
to their lands is going to be tackled
in this way. And I do not think there
should be any further opportunity for
unlimited litigation because of this
attempt to rehabilitate the small-
holdings.

I do not know whether the present
set-up that the Minister has for the
purpose of granting subsidies is going
to be adequate.

This Bill will now be implemented
by the proposed Tea Board because
the Tea Controller, the Rubber Con-
troller and the rest are all going off.

o 00, 8. g

(Qserros erib. Lo LIGRTLTT )

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

The Rubber Controller will remain.
Part of the functions of the Tea Board
is this.

sBe O, OC. cBessd

(soor B 5 ereir. erib. QuGrrm)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

That is correct. That is what [ am
saying. You will remember the
criticisms we made about the Tea
Board. Those inadequacies will also
be reflected here unless the whole
thing is reorganized on a better
basis than on the basis of these
Permanent Secretaries, and so on.

I do hope the Hon. Minister will
give the weight of his support, nThe
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problem is that Permanent Secre-
taries are so over-burdened with
work that they will not be able to
do the job. The Hon. Minister
should give his support towards
reorganizing the board and putting
it on a workable basis so that it will
really serve the purpose that you
have in mind. We want a board with
full-time people who will be devoted
to this as their main job, not part-
time officers.

ad 00, 8. Az |

(Qaorres Grib. to. LIGHLT)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)
The chairman will be full-time.

HDBe Y. O, cweld
(sorfl& erer, GTib. QuGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

It will be one of the biggest
schemes, dealing with over 60 per
cent of our industry in this country.
It is going to be a colossal job. Will
one full-time member of the board,
that is, the chairman, be able to do
the job? You will have to divide
this up into various sections and
each section must have a fully quali-
fied man devoted to the job.

In regard to rehabilitation, you
must have a full branch for rehabili-

tation. What are the crops best
suited to a particular area ? That
advice must be given. Merely say-

ing that you will give money for the
purpose of growing cashew nuts,
Indian corn and so on will not do.

ad O0. 8. M

(Oserras erib. o. LIGHTLT)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

It will not be done in a haphazard
way.

w8 OnY. 9O, cweld

(soor £ erar, ertb, QuUCTrT)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

You will not be able to do the job
properly unless you have a proper
organization for the purpose. Part-
time people will not be able to do
the job. That is what I am
concerned about.
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About tea smallholders, there are
a large number in my area. They
have virtually come to a standstill.
Today the local tea factory gives
them 7 or 8 cents. They cannot make
both ends meet and they have just
neglected their lands, and I do not
blame them. They cannot possibly
improve their lands at the price
they are getting. If they take
100 pounds to the factory the tea
factory will cut off at least 25 per
cent. They will say that the leaf is
wet and moist. They will make all
sorts of excuses and in the end the
poor man will be paid for only 50
or 60 pounds. The position is there-
fore very difficult for smallholders in
these areas, and I think it is a very
much better proposition to persuade
them to uproot their plants and to
start growing cash crops.

The hon. Member for Devinuwara
(Mr. de Mel) drew our attention to
the fact that a subsidy for replanting
alone will not do. They will have to
tide over a difficult period when
they will have absolutely no income.
Some arrangement will have to be
made in regard to that, and that
would not be easy because one has
to be careful about corruption. Some
gramasevakas are good, some are
not so good and some are indifferent.
It is a fairly complicated problem
and the Hon. Minister will appre-
ciate the difficulties.

a5 98, 8. aeTan

(Qaerras erib. 1o, Liawri )
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)
I appreciate the difficulties.

@1l Y. 98, cwmeds

(sorfglg erer, erv, QuGrar)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

We want an organization that will
be really devoted to this job and not
deal with this matter in a haphazard
way.
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With regard to rubber, the
problem is slightly different. There
may be certain elevations where

rubber is not an economical proposi-
tion.

ad 20, 8. 9% ;

(Q@erral erib. Le. LIGOTL_T)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

I have seen in the Kalutara area
in the electorate of the hon.
Member for Agalawatta rubber
plantations with two feet of water
after a couple of showers of rain.
Apart from that, there are areas
that are uneconomic for rubber.

anBw dsY. DO. ewedd
(&”@Jfrrfﬁ?@ erer, erib. QuGrmrmr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

For example, the Koslanda area
and parts of Matale are certainly
unfit for rubber. Because of elevation
problems and climatic and other
conditions these areas are not suited
for rubber as they do not meet the
requirements.

Apart from those areas, the other
rubber areas, my area particularly,
are very good for rubber ; they are
excellent. But there are a number
of problems connected therewith.

I think the rubber industry is
going into all sorts of new processes.
Perhaps, the Hon. Minister knows
that in Malaysia at the present
moment they are not producing
sheet rubber. They are not produc-
ing even the normal crepe rubber.
They are producing all sorts of new
types which are fetching a much
bigger price in the market. Our
efforts must now be to try and
persuade these smallholders to join
hands co-operatively or in some way
to get together and adopt some of
these new processes so that they can
get a much better price for their
rubber. You want here an organiz-
ation that is continuously looking
into these problems, drawing from
the experience of countries like
Malaysia and passing that technical
information on to our smallholders.
That is what is wanted.
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While there are certain areas of
rubber which have to be uprooted
and given way for different crops,
there are certain other areas where
rubber can thrive well. But we have
to provide them with the necessary
technical knowledge to improve their
products and get a better price for
what they produce. That has to be
on a slightly different basis.

& 9. &. 9

(Q&orres erib. 1o, L)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)
It is also covered here.

Gnda Dz, 9. cuelsé

(srflG erer. erb. Qulrrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I see that. But my worry is about
your board and rubber. I suppose the

organization is the present Rubber
Controller.

o D9, 8. aeT»

(Gsarme erib. 1o, LiGwrL_T)

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

Nothing is happening to him, he is
there.

e DsY. DO, cueds
(sarpl& erer. erib. QUGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

The present man has fair expe-
rience with regard to both tea and
rubber. I do not know whether he
would continue to be half rubber and
half tea.

o 22, 8. e an

(Q@erres erib. Io. LiewrL_r)

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

He might get absorbed in tea.

andes Y. 8. euvedd
(ﬁ-ﬁl‘.’-‘":?‘?{gﬂ erer. erip, MiGrmr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

You ought to get somebody else
in the rubber section who is fairly
an expert in the business. The time
has come for complete specialization.
You cannot separate this. Large num-
ber of new processes are going on in
Europe and in England. I know they
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are not prepared to accept the mere
ordinary sheet as we vsed to under-
stand. Now they are prepared to con-
sider various other forms of raw
rubber which are niuch useful for
their industrial processes. I, there-
fore, suggest that you get for this
job people who are really compe-
tent. As far as the Bill is concerned,
we have no objections to it.

g. o, 2.39
ad O8. 8. AL

(Qserrey ertb. 1o, LieWTL T )
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

I have had the benefit of two very
useful speeches made on the amend-
ing Bill that I have presented before
the House. @ The hon. Member for
Devinuwara (Mr. de Mel) and the
hon. Member for Yatiyantota (Dr.
N. M. Perera) have made very use-
ful suggestions in their speeches.

Diversification is a problem that
cannot just be embarked upon, and
we also cannot just pay moneys as
subsidies to people who are trying
now to plant anything. As hon. Mem-
bers pointed out, that is not the
concept. That is so. Organizational
changes have to be made, competent
persons have to be engaged, a lot of
research has to be done, marketing
surveys have to be.made and the
position of smallholders as to how
they would feel about diversification
has to be ascertained. What would
be their response ? How will they
assist us during a period when their
uneconomic planting material is
pulled out and replented with mate-
rial with a higher productive capa-
city ? How are they going to be sub-
sidized ? All those are multifarious
problems that have to be gone into.
We have to work that out in detail.
I shall bear all that in mind. I am
very thankful to the hon. Members
who spoke and laid emphasis on
these matters. We are not unmind-
ful of the problems. We are also

mindful of the tremendous diffi-
culties involved—sociological, eco-
nomic, climatic, agricultural, and
also in regard to soil condi-

tions. All sorts of problems are
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involved. But this is a step we have
got to take. There is no doubt about
it and I think both sides of the House
are agreed on that.

While bearing in mind what hon.
Members said here, I might tell the
hon. Member for Yatiyantota that
there has been some criticism of the
board. I find that the Minister of
Commerce and Trade seems to agree
with that. I do not know whether
-~ he agrees.

@8 DY, 8. cuvedd
(a;a)n‘;ﬁ’éﬁ erer. erb. GQuGrmm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

He said he was not quite satisfied
with the board.

o OO, 8. e

(Q@erreu erib. Lo, LIGWTL_IT)

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

The whole purpose of the board is
to have at the very high executive
level persons who can make deci-
sions and carry out those decisions.
There will be as chairman a full-time
officer and our intention is to appoint
as a chairman a person who has good
experience, is intelligent, one who
will be able to move away from the
orthodox and traditional patterns of
thinking into this new field, not an
adventurer but a person who can
keep pace with all the developments
that are taking place. He will be a
high-powered and competent chair-
man—

f. @l Vwed dsTMSsNe S
(ecr®ees)

(8w, el oy, 1w LTI 1o Brids—
Q&rCLs)
(Mr.
Dompe)

Like Royce de Mel.

F. R. Dias Bandaranaike—

ad 20, 8. g an

(G@errey erib. 1. Liewri_m)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

That is the concept of the per-
son we have in mind.
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b of. w8, SwdBan
(Qsorres Cg. gy gueui sar)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
Or Hondamuni !

aé 8. 8. azT
(Qserres Grib. o LIGHTL_IT )
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

I am a little taken aback that my
good friend the hon. Member for
Dompe (Mr. F. R. Dias Bandara--
naike) seems to find all these virtues
in Royce de Mel. If that is his certi-
ficate, my opinion of the person
differs.

ofd. 8. Vwed DT WSINGD oo,
(B. erii. Q. LGN LIGRT LT T [T ILI&E )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I am glad to hear it. Tell that to
the Minister of State.

o ©8. 8. A

(Czerres GTLD. IO, LIGRTL_IT)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

So my hon. Frierd need not sneer
at this. I am just describing the type
of person who should be there. I am
not saying it should be A, B or C. I
am merely enumerating the quali-
ties that should be possessed by the
person who will be the chairman of
this board. When we come to discuss
the Ceylon Tea Board Bill at the
Committee stage we should be able
to go inte this in cetail.

But why certain Permanent Secre-
taries are included in the board is
for the reason that the functions that
are entrusted to the board are in two
or three Ministries, and unless they
get together it would be very diffi-
cult to make it effective. At the
highest level we have the board com-
posed in such a way that decisions
could be arrived at and implemented
without wasting time. That is the
concept we have, the chairman being
a full-time man of that calibre and
capacity and the Permanent Secre-
taries serving as members of the
board. We felt that that really could
be an eflective way in which poli-
cies‘“‘could be implemented and
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decisions could be made and imple-
mented. There should not be any
time lag between decisions and
implementation in this kind of
project as long as they are well-
conceived. That is all I would say at
this moment with regard to the
concept of the board that is embodied
in the Ceylon Tea Board Bill.

@
.

With regard to this particular Bill
that is before the House, there is no
dispute on either side except that
there have been words of caution or
encouragement, advice and ideas as
to what and what we should look for
and provide for and against in this
venture. This Bill, as I stated in my
opening remarks, is just to give
legal sanction for widening the con-
cept of a subsidy. That is all that this
Bill is meant to be, and there is no
dispute about it.

I thank the hon. Member for
Devinuwara and the hon. Member
for Yatiyantota for the observations
they have made, and I wish to state
that we shall bear all that they have
said in mind when it comes to imple-
menting this Bill.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read a Second time.
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Resolved :

“That the Bill be referred to a
Committee of the Whole Houss.”—
[The Hon. M. D. Banda.]
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Considered in Committee.

[Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER in the Chair.]
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Clauses 1 to 7 ordered to

part of the Bill.

Enacting Clause and Title ordered to
stand part of the Bill.

Bill reported without Amendment.

stand

0 0. 8. 9eT

(G@orrey orib. 1. Liedre )
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)
I move,

: “That the Bill be now read the Third
time. ”
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the Third time,
and nassed.
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AGRICULTURAL AND INDUSTRIAL CREDIT
CORPORATION (AMENDMENT) BILL

0cDm 86 Dude® Beowow DeOM ca
(G TeILITLD G HEneor &Ll U MTRGEIILL LGl

Order for Second Reading read.
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¢The "Hon., U. B Wanninayake—
Minister of Finance)

I move,

“ That the Bill be now read a Second
time. ”

The amendment is intended to
empower the corporation to borrow
or accept deposits from the Govern-
ment or the Central Bank or from
such other sources as may be approv-
ed by the Monetary Board of the
Central Bank on such terms and con-
ditions as may be mutually agreed
upon.

The reason for this amendment is
that under the existing provisions the
sources of finance available to the
A. I C.C.are: (a) sums not exceed-
ing in the aggregate Rs. 30 million to
be advanced by Government under
Section 22 (1) ; (b) loans raised from
the public but repayable within a
maximum period of 12 months under
Section 25; and (c¢) repayments of
loans granted.

The corporation, having received a
sum of Rs. 30 million from Govern-
ment in the initial years, can no
longer benefit under (a), whilst pro-
vision under (b) relates to short-term
borrowings only, on account of which
it ecannot, take advantage of the Cen-
tral Bank’s refinance schemes, unlike
the State Mortgage Bank, for ins-
tance. In fact, the A. L. C, C, is the
only banking and credit institution
which suffers from this disability.

Rewldm ©5I5) SedaCew

— 0l wend

The amendment will remove these
restrictions and place the A. I. C. C.
on a par with the State Mortgage
Bank, for instance, in SO far as its
borrowing capacity is concerned. We
are trying to bring it in line with the
State Mortgage Bank and make more
funds available to them because we
have expanded the scope of their
activities in the matter of financing
agriculture and industry.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the Second time.
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Resolved :
«That the Bill be referred to a
Committee of the Whole House. " —

[The Hon. Wanninayake]
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Considered in Committee.

[Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER in the Chuir.]
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Clauses 1 and 2 ordered to stand part
of the Bill.

Enacting Clause and Title ordered to
stand part of the Bill.

Bill reported without Amendment.

ady DY BIBNGHD
(Qzerran aerel priiss )

(The Hon. Wanninayake )
I move,

“That the Bill be now read the Third
time. ”
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the Third time,
and passed.
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CeEYyLoN STATE MORTGAGE BANK
(AMENDMENT) BILL
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Order for Second Reading read.

&. on. 2.50

ady 25Y B3NN
(Oserran ouerer pTiisEs )
(The Hon. Wanninayake)

I move,

“That the Bill be now read a Second
time. ”

The amendments and the reasons
for the changes are as follows :

1970 £23208 12
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(i) To exclude the salary advances
to the staff of the bank from the
scope of the term * loan ” as NOW
appearing in Section 2 of the Ceylon
State Mortgage Bank Ordinance.

This amendment is to regularize
the scheme of salary advances to the
bank staff for housing purposes,
which has been in force since 1958.
Both the Attorney-General and the
Auditor-General have advised that
there is no legal authority for this
scheme in the present Act.

Section 33 of the State Mortgage
Bank Ordinance stipulates that “no
officer or servant of the bank in
receipt of a monthly salary and no
director shall be granted a loan
under this ordinance or be entitled
to purchase any immovable property
sold under the provisions of this
ordinance ”. On the other hand,
Section 2 (5) defines loans as “ a loan
of money and includes any overdraft
or any other monetary accommoda-
tion by whatsoever name or designa-
tion called.” When these two sec-
tions are read together it would
seem that the Board of the State
Mortgage Bank cannot give salary
advances to the bank staff for
housing purposes. For this reason
the amendment purports to exclude
salary advances from the definition
of the word “loan” granted under
Section 2 (5) of the ordinance by the
inclusion of the additional expres-
sion “but does not include any
salary advance to the staff of the
bank ”.

(ii) To reduce the term of office of
the directors of the board from 5 to
3 years.

This amendment to Section 10 of
the State Mortgage Bank Ordinance

would bring the directors’ term of
office in line with that of both the
Bank of Ceylon and the Agricultural
and Industrial Credit Corporation.

(ii1)) To empower the Minister to
remove a director without assigning
any reason.
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No such power exists in the

present State Mortgage Bank Ordin-
ance and this amendment to Section
12 is to provide the Minister with
this power, which is similar to the
provision that exists with regard to
state corporations in general.

(iv) To empower the Minister to
issue general directions to the Board
of the State Mortgage Bank on
matters of policy. This will be done
in consultation with the Monetary
Board of the Central Bank.

The purpose of this addition (as
Section 17A) is to bring the State
Mortgage Bank into line with state
corporations where the Minister in
charge of the subject can, in terms

of the appropriate Act, issue similar
directives.

(v) To amend Section 70B 2 (d) by
the substitution, for the words
“original owner”, of the word
“owner ”, and to give that amend-

ment retrospective effect as from
1.8.68.

The reason for this amendment is
to safeguard the interests of the
present owner, where an applica-
tion for land redemption has been
-entertained by the State Mortgage
Bank on behalf of the * original
owner ”. The legislation now pre-
vailing in Section 70B of the State
Mortgage Bank Ordinance secures
the rights of the “ original owner ”,
which is contrary to the intention of
the legislation. The  provisions
under which the People’s Bank
operated this scheme earlier gave a
similar protection to the present
owner, but in the legislation trans-
ferring these functions to the State
Mortgage Bank the -corresponding
section incorrectly carried the words
“original owner "—that is a verbal
correction—thereby  causing this
anomaly.

Paragraphs 6, 8 and 9 of the draft
Bill before the House are to ensure
that the rules made by the Board of
the State Mortgage Bank in regard to
salaries, bonus and allowances of the
entire staff of the bank are made
with the prior approvalizcofy the

Bewldny 535 el ® 856
-—6¢D® S Hwd®
Minister of Finance. Under the

present provisions only the salaries
of the General Manager and the
Assistant General Manager of the
State Mortgage Bank require the
approval of the Minister of Finance.

The reason for the change is to
bring the State Mortgage Bank into
line with the Agricultural and
Industrial Credit Corporation in
this regard. To achieve this,
Section 20, Section 92 and Section 93
of the State Mortgage Bank
Ordinance are being amended.

' Mo @B nd» G
al@y 6708 BwibLiGumn .

Question proposed.

ahde DuY. Q. cuelddh
(sedrp 5 erer. erib. QuGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I have no objection to this, but I
think the Hon. Minister undertook
to bring a comprehensive Bill taking
in all the savings institutions, in-
cluding the State Mortgage Bank,
the credit institutions, the Savings
Bank, and so on, but now he is
amending them one by one.

oG DY BN
(Qserrar cusired) piruigs )
(The Hon. Wanninayake)

That did not cover the State
Mortgage Bank and the Industrial
Credit Corporation. It covers the
Post Office Savings Bank and the
National Savings. The Bill is there.
I have not concluded the agreement
with the employees. I do not want
to bring it here for the Opposition
to raise questions, as has happened
in the case of certain other Bills
that have been placed before this
House. I want to finalize the agree-
ment with the employees before I
present the Bill. I have gone about
75 per cent of the way in coming to
an agreement with the employees.
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read a Second time.
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Resolved :

“That the Bill be referred to a
Committee of the Whole House.”—
[The Hon. Wanninayake.]
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Considered in Committee.
[Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER in the Chair.]
1 25 2oy Heww 8O 3 D Doy Hu oy

eRgloW CHmend cmluw WmSwd BFw wy
68 Dewe WS G

1 o0 aunessBefng 3 b euésth aens
wBsrsralesr uGHuns Buss CasaBOina 2y%mwr

uSle e gy,

Clauses 1 to 3 ordered to stand part of
the Bill.

CrLausE 4—(Amendment of Section
12 of the Principal Enactment)

AL D5Y B3N
(Gsormer eucret] priss)
(The Hon. Wanninayake)
I move,

“In page 1, leave out all words in lines
24 to 29, and insert:

‘4. Section 12 cof the principal enact-
ment is hereby amended as follows :

(a) by the repeal of sub-section (1)
of that section, and the substitu-
tion therefor of thei;dfollowing
new sub-section

1970 S8 12
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‘(1) The Minister may, without
assigning any reason,
remove a director from
office.’; and

(b) in sub-section (4) of that section,
by the substitution, for the
expression ‘No Member 'of
Parliament’ of the expression
‘No Senator or Member of
Parliament.’”
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Question, that the words proposed to
be left out stand part of the Bill, put,
and nmegatived.

Question, that those words be there
inserted, put, and agreed to.

Question, that the Clause as amended,
stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to.

Clause 4, as amended,
stand part of the Bill.

ordered to
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Clauses 5 and 6 ordered to stand
partrof the Bill.
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Crause 7.— (Amendment of Section
70 B of the Principal Enactment)

@hle D5y, 8. cwedd
(sorplG) erer. ord. QUGrTr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

According to this Bill, you find in
the statement of legal effect that the
amendments made by the Bill are—

“to ensure that the rules made by the
board prescribing the salaries, bonuses
and allowances of the entire staff of the
bank are so made with the prior
approval of the Minister of Finance.”

What happend in the past ?

@y DY BN

(Qserreay auares) s )

(The Hon. Wanninayake)

In the past there was provision in
the Agricultural and Industrial Credit
Corporation Ordinance, but not in
this enactment. We had provision
only in respect of the salaries of the
higher staff, the top staff, which is
only a fraction of the entire salary
bill. Any Minister of Finance should
have that power.

QConeN B .

(B @omssger)

(Mr. Ilangaratne)
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(Qzorrar oueref] Friids )

(The Hon. Wanninayake)

It is a verbal error. It was not in
the original People’s Bank Bill, but
they had this in the State Mortgage
Bank. By this Amending Clause,
“original owner” is changed to
« gwner ”. It has the same implica-
tion as when it applies to the People’s
Bank.
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7 ordered to stand, part  Of

Clause
the Bill.
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Clauses 8 and 9 ordered to stand
part of the Bill.

Enacting Clause and Title ordered to
stand part of the Bill.

Bill reported with Amendment.

&L DBY BIBNGD
(Qaer e QUGG TGS )
(The Hon. Wanninayake)

I move,

“That the Bill, as amended, be now
read the Third time.”

s e F0sm» I wmudon S

eQOuny BHD, 0 FHWMED, WO IS
iy DO 96 Bud wddm WE® €I

ey NBssUULE, @b mnECETereriLLLSl.

2 Feirug., wWEETST @PSI(MHD  (PEODWTE 0 Gt
Heu@uipm Smssuuiiann poptahmu Qup
m&l.

Question put, and agreed to.

Bill, as amended, accordingly read the
Third time, and passed.

BT En DSBNGDDS
(et FLTBTWST Ui S6r)
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

Item No. 7, Assets Bill.

@& o, ;. eI
(Qzorras Cey. Byi. sowicui Har)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
Do'you want it taken up ?
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BORISH DBNGDNS
(e &FLITBTUST Ul &er)
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)
Anyone moving it ?

o oZ. 8. dweddR

(Qaarreas Cgg. gy syuiaui Ger)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

No, Sir. They do not want it taken
up.

@B dzY. 8. cuedo
(soor 85 erer. erib. QuUGTrm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

This Bill is useless, Sir. We must
have a full discussion on it.

ofed, @l Ve DSTNSINGD e,
(Glm. eris. oy L wWey LI T Brilss)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

It is defeatist. You must amend it.

BT En DS BNEDDHS
(201 FUTFTWUST Ul &ser)
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)
Item No. 8?

ad &, md. SwuddA»
(Qaorras Ceg. 9yi. suwieur ger)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
No, Sir.

B3CcT L% D BNGDH
(2.t FUTFTUST 96uiser)
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)
Item No. 9.

oy 8. 0d. LwdBRx
(Ozorres Cop. oyi. mweur gar)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

I suggest that the Hon. Minister
move it, and we adjourn the Debate.

BNIISDB OCSE SHY
S IBOISTe)

sl & gyseard wCErsr

CoNDOMINIUM PROPERTY BILL

0Dy V6 Hude® Bowlaw Bwd®m ¢
@oemirin wHIpsTer SCLET QIrSEsILLL S

Order for Second Reading read

1970 X208 12
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g, oo 30
ad 9. 8. 98, LwddAm

(Qzerrey erib. io. GT&. QUIAT G6T)
(The Hon. M. D. H. Jayawardena)

I move,

“ That the Bill be now read a Second
time. ”

Mr. Deputy Speaker, in the Throne
Speech of 1967, the Government gave
the following undertaking which
reads as follows:

“ Measures will be introduced to
bring under rent-purchase schemes
houses and flats now maintained and let
by Government authorities and the
Department of National Housing.”

In pursuance of this decision, the
Hon. Minister for Scientific Research
and Housing and the Hon. Minister
of Local Government appointed a
Committee composed of the perma-
nent secretaries of both these Minis-
tries, the Commissioner of National
Housing, the Commissioner for Local
Government and the Director, Town
and Country Planning, to consider
and report what steps should be taken
to implement the undertaking given
in the Throne Speech.

The committee noted that the
provision already exists in the
National Housing Act for the disposal
of single unit houses constructed by
the Department of National Housing
on rent-purchase terms. Fresh legal
provision was, however, found to be
necessary for the alienation of flats
constructed by the department.

The committee considered that as
a first step new legislation should pro-
vide for the conveyance of titles to
flats from person to person in the
same manner as provided for in the
legislation of countries such as Aus-
tralia, Canada and the U. S. A. Such
legislation provides for the sub-
division of properties into parts that
are to be owned individually and that
are to be owned in common ; for the
disposition of titles thereto; for the
management thereof ; and to provide
for the other matters connected there-
with. As this is a new concept in
thisaeountry requiring change of the


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

863
soBeos ed e vme entLD
[04 88. 8. 8. Swditm]

common law, it was considered that
special legislation should be intro-
duced to make the necessary provi-
sion. The committee also prepared
a draft Bill entitled “ The Condomi-
nium Property Act” and further
recommended that the National
Housing Act be suitably amendad to
enable the flats belonging to the
National Housing Department to be
also given on rent-purchase terms.

Condominium is a multi-unit pro-
perty divided into individual apart-
ment units to include only the
interior surface wails and the air
space contained therein which are
conveyed to individual owners. No
unit holder has property rights in
units owned by the other owners;
each owner has a proportionate
interest in all common property sucn
as land, parking area, bearing walls,
roofs, elevators and shafts, stair-
cases, lobbies, recreation areas, gar-
den, service, utilities, commercial
facilities, etc. Condominium legisla-
tion affords to provide maximum
independence in regard to living and
re-financing, mortgaging, selling and
improving the unit.

The following main points are
covered by the proposed condemi-
nium legislation: (a) Division of a
multi-unit property into units by the
registration of a condominium pian
and provision in the law to recognize
a unit in a condominium as real pro-
perty enabling the air space owned by
an individual to be conveyed apart
from the soil. (b) I'hne common pro-
perty comprised in the registered
plan is held by the owners of all the
units as tenants in common in shares
proportional to the unit factors of
their units. (¢) Provision for a unit
to be transferred, leased, mortgaged
or otherwise dealt with in the same
manner and form as any land regis-
tered under the Registration of Docu-
ments Ordinance. (d) Constitution
of a body corporate consisting of the
owners of the units responsible for
the enforcement of any by-laws
framed under the Act and for the
control, management and administra-
tion of the condominiuny property.

Bewldnm ©s35 SedREH

864
—cedm 96 Hwd®
(e) Establishment of a fund for
administrative expenses and for the
control, management and the pay-
ment of any premium of insurance,
and the discharge of any cther
obligation.

If this legislation is passed it will
be possible for the flats now owned
by the Department of National
Housing to be given on rent-purchase
terms to the tenants and this would
ease the problem of maintenance and
collection of rents. It would also be
possible for any owner of a privately
owned multi-unit property to convey
the title of any individual unit to
another.

The Ministry of Local Government
will take necessary steps to bring
under rent-purchase schemes houses
and flats now maintained and let by
local authorities.

I commend this Bill to the House.

Sdmu @B = G

el @y er®& SiwbriGlLmm St

Question proposed.

a5 68 @d. Lwddxn

(Qzarres Geg. gyi. sguicui e )

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

I move,

“That the Debate be now adjourned.”

s D Swm» G, uwmudd» du.
@y DBEFLLLG, ard misbls TeirariiulL. S

Question put, and agreed to.

S0 ¢PWCED Scu DE DA GE.

oy sy B8O Swew 1970 L8 26 93 ©EgG
LSOO Ed.

@Qsetg. Alunglh 835 5amassliucl. gl

aleurgty 1970 @ewmaidl 26,

Berg G smLm@EGD.

Qs 8 LpenLo

The Debate
accordingly.

stood adjourned

Debate to be reswmed on Monday,
26th “Tawuary 1970.
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StaMP ORDINANCE : ORDER

O o8, @d. LediA»
(Ogarreu Cgg. QY. QeI Fer )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
I move,

“That the Order made by the Minister
of Finance, under Section 2A of the
Stamp Ordinance (Chapter 247) as
amended by Section 100 of the Finance
Act, No. 11 of 1963, published in the
Gazette No. 14,880 of 14.11.69, and set
out in the Order hereto be approved.

Order

The Stamp Ordinance (Chapter 247),
as amended by Section 105 of the Finance
Act, No. 11 of 1963, is hereby further
amended in Part V of the Schedule A
thereto, by the substitution, for item 4
thereof, of the following item :

“4. Search of court records, for each
record 0.25

Provided that in cases where the search
of a court record is required for the pur-
pose of assisting the court, or for the
purpose of implementing an order or
judgment of court, the search shall be
free of duty.”.

o e F0um G, wwuddm S,

all@), NGE&SULLE eI misOETaTeriuLlL g,

Question. put, and agreed to.

NI &n WDSENGEDDS)

(- FUTBTWLST 96U 6T )

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

The House may consider some of
these Annual Reports of Corpora-
tions ?

ad e&. w8, BwdBRm»

(Ozerrey Gog. oyi. eywiaur ser)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
What about item No. 12 ?

@ DY, 9O. cueds

(sar G erer. erid. QuGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

May I say this if the Hon. Minis-
ter would bear with me for a mo-
ment ? Some of these reports will re-
quire discussion, but you will notice
that there are a number of reports of
the same corporation in respect of a
number of years. We shall agree to

1970 S8 12
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Cezn HEsY ecedHd
8B o8mw: 1963-64 on 1964-65
pass some of them provided one in
respect of each corporation is left out
so that we can debate the whole
thing later on.

Co LDe¥HB) WoedD)
Q&JIEE: HE&D SN :
1964-65

Qamens FQuwpgids @l BGSTieTLD
Bl FHep yplaams, 1964-65

CEvyLoN CEMENT CORPORATION :
ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1964-65

o0& ed. ¢l LwdIAB
(Qzorrar Gog. i spuieui ser)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
I move,

“That in terms of Section 30 (2) of
the State Industrial Corporations Act,
No. 49 of 1957, the Report of the Board
of Directors of the Ceylon Cement Cor-
poration, being the report incorporating
the auditor’s report, the Auditor-
General’s comments, the profit and loss
account and the balance sheet for the
year 1964-65 which was presented on
March 23, 1969, be approved.”

o e Tum ¢ErY, wwmud®dm B,

oll@ elGSsLILLE, erhmesOsTeroriiulL g.

Question put, and agreed to.

@t e We@ND: HE8m
D8 1963-64 o 1964-65

@evmEIeN 5 2 (155 (&%
Bl @ap yPsmaser 1 1963-64, 1964-65

S t_(B G Hriierih :

CEYLON STATE CORPORATION : ANNUAL
ReporTs FOr 1963-64 AnD 1964-65

oG & 8. LwedBan
(Qzorros Cag. oy MUt Far )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
I move,

“That in terms of Section 30 (2
the State Industrial Corporationé )A(?tf,
No. 49 of 1957, the report of the Board
of Directors of the Ceylon Steel Corpora-
tion, being a report incerporating the
auditor’s report, the Auditor-General’s
comments, statement of deferred revenue
expenditure and the balance sheet for the
year 1963-64 which was presented on
August 17, 1969, be approved. ”

g’ Do TPum eI, wmudom S,

-'j)’]‘?._f(..’)')

fﬁ)ﬂ@,}"- ST ® _, rf.',l".j}__ .’.l'”'J'||';|’__:]_-IrI TETE LI &

Question put, and agreed to.
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aéy o8, . SwdlAm

(Qaorrey Cog. gyi. eguieurr )

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

I move,

“That in terms of Section 30 (2) of
the State Industrial Corporations Act,
No. 49 of 1957, the report of the Board
of Directors of the Ceylon Steel
Corporation, being a report incorporating
the auditor’s report, the Auditor-
General’s comments, statement  of
deferred revenue expenditure and the
balance sheet for the year 1964-65 which

was presented on August 17, 1969, be
approved. ”

sd®e Boum I, wwnuddm Ja.

afl@y eNBSSILLG,

ar M) miéGls Teren LILL &

Question put, and agreed to.

aé o&. @8, BB
(Ozerras Ceg. 2y gauwaui ser)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
Item No. 29 ?

@8 Y. OO, cweld
(sorfG erar. erib. QUCTTT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

The Hon. Minister concerned is not
here. What is it all about ?

ad 0. @l. SedEAm

(Qworros Geg. i+ eyuaui gor)

(The Hon. J. R. J ayewardene)

No licence shall be required for the
export of goods or classes of goods
specified in Schedule 1, namely, tea,
any seed, root, stump or bud of any
tea plant or cutting from any tea
plant, copra, desiccated coconut and
coconut oil ; sheet rubber, any seed,
root, stump or bud of any rubber
plant, or any cutting from any rubber
plant. This is a harmless regulation.

23, 0. Do dTFMSNeD D

(B eril. T L wiew LIGOTL_IT T BTILI&SE )

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

We wish to look into it a little more
closely.

Bewldrm OBIF) e

368
6808 Dimm LW
Bewi®

6®JO8 DND S : DHERIO
Quri.rir Curé@Gargss FLLLb:
1G).7 LDIT Gt (B S GIT
MoTorR TRAFFIC ACT: REGULATIONS

@é &, @l Ledlam
(Qaorron Cgg. Qi gyuioui Her)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
I move,

«That the Regulation amending
Paras. 27 and 35 of the Motor Traific
(Hiring Cars and Omnibuses) Regula-
tions, 1951, made by the Minister of
Communications under Sections 190 and
937 of the Motor Traffic Act (Chapter
203), which was presented on December
20, 1969, be approved.”

gof s wNBYA DD CE

all @) 616 & BwibuiGlUH m S

Question proposed.

SCHE 9PV Ow.

(B Qaevell @& T Uit GG )

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

I wwoh to make one remark in re-
gard to item No. 32, and may I make
it now ? At my instance the Hon.
Minister brought a similar regulation
regarding the provision of automatic
signals for vans, lorries and buses. It
was done particularly because of the
danger that when a driver wants to
turn his vehicle and puts his hand out
in order to signal, that hand cannot
be seen. Now, that regulation was
passed in November 1968. It was not
enforced in 1969. The buses, lorries
and vans today go about without the
automatic signals and when I ques-
tioned the Hon. Minister about this
matter he said that it would be en-
forced from 1970, and that no new
licences would be granted for 1970
unless that regulation is observed. I
want to draw his attention to that
matter.

sdme S0um ¢, wwmulon J«

ey NPESUILILE, a1 ) M1 Q) es meir en UL L 5l

Question put, and agreed to.

o . @l. 4D E8RB

(Qszorras Gog. gyi. epueui Har )

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

I move,

“That the Regulation declaring that
no hiring car or taxi-cab shall be parked

on any highway within the Administra-
+ivealimits of the Matara Urban Council
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except at one of the public stands
provided by the Council situated near
the bus stand (Stand No. 1) and Kotu-
wegoda Public Market (Stand No. 2)
made by the Minister of Communi-
cations under Sections 166 (2) and 237 of
the Motor Traffic Act (Chapter 203),
which was presented on November 3,
1969, be approved.”

@ e B0wm I wwmuddm» IJa.
@l @0
Question put, and agreed to.

dlpssLuULG, b ms6lETeTariLIL g,

e PINC BB : BHeWRI®
Casuildy o sef) wrefl FLi 1b:

Q7 Lo 6T 1 B BT

TeEA Sussipy AcT: REGULATIONS

oG V. 8. AN

(Qserres erib. Lo. LIGRTLIT)

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)
I move,

“That the Regulations made by the
Minister of Agriculture and Food under
Section 10 of the Tea Subsidy Act No. 12
of 1958, as amended by Act No. 66 of
1961, published in Ceylon Government
Gazette No. 14,858 of June 13, 1969,
which were presented on August 31,
1969, be approved.”

I want to explain that.

Now, Sir, there is a subsidy here for
the installation of new machinery in
factories. The subsidy payable is one-
third of the cost of approved items
of machinery and equipment to be
installed in the factories.

So, anybody who wants to apply for
this particular concession will have
to satisfy the Tea Commissioner on
this point.

Ydma SmEga =ém» ¢

all @) 61@ & SlunbLiGlum m F).

Question proposed.

ASND el Ow. (cmen crned)

(8. Quie
Csp@)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa—Colombo South)

There are two matters arising out
of this. One is, who is to satisfy that
this machinery is new ? I brought
to the attention of the Hon. Minister

QJU’H}GMF—@ET@LBL{;%
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when we discussed the Bill for the
creation of a Tea Board the fact that
there was a racket in regard to this
business of getting concessions from
Government on the basis that the
machinery is new whereas in fact it is
imported second-hand machinery.

The Minister promised to have it
suitably investigated. This is in re-
lation to one of the green tea facto-
ries. So this is a thing that can be
done in other fields also.

You are paying out of the Tea Sub-
sidy Fund for the purchase of machi-
nery. Now in replacing machinery
they are entitled to inland revenue
concessions also.

S, @d. Bwe” ATMésMwwm Do
(8. orii. oyi. Lwew LG rTprisas)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

When you order machinery, you
get revenue concessions !

@& 0. 8. e,
(Qsormes ertb. 19.. Liewri_m)
(The Hon. M. D, Banda)

I do not know of any inland
revenue subsidies. There is a
certain expenditure.

ABsND @B Ocs.
(Q@ @ufi@;_‘_ G?a:m.i:m;r)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Precisely that is what I say. You
are giving a double subsidy.

o& DO, B. AT

(Qworrar erth. 19, Liewrim)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)
This is a subsidy to enable the

factories to replace their oid
machinery.

DEND cenBen Ow.

(8. Quiey’ Qerdiovr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

We are entirely in agreement. Tt

is one of the desired improvements
in the tea trade—the replacement of
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outmoded machinery coming down
from the last century. I grant that.
But in doing so there is no need to
oversubsidize these private parties.

In fact, the hon. Member for Yati-
yantota (Dr. N. M. Perera) entirely
approved of the suggestion that we
tax the subsidy. Now you are giving
a double subsidy. You are giving a
tax concession on this machinery and
at the same time you are granting a
subsidy.

Sir, these people are being subsi-
dized over and over again for the
same thing.

oL T5Y BN
(Qsermal a:aérmﬂgmwa%a}
(The Hon. Wanninayake)

When the scheme was offered to
them, some of the tea factory owners
were reluctant to go in for these
loans. Later we had to liberalize
the terms. Ordinarily they did not
come in on the terms that we offered
them, in the first instance.

BN cwmBen D,

(B Quiey” Qe riionr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

The Hon. Minister of Finance has
granted certain tax rebates in regard
to the replacement of machinery.
Then there is a subsidy from the
Hon. Minister of Agriculture. You
are therefore subsidizing these
people twice over.

aé 8. 8. LI
(Gserras erib. (0. LIGHTLT)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

I shall look into that.

AEs»R cBen Den.

(8. Quiey’ Qerievr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

The Hon. Minister of Industries
also comes into the picture. In
regard to quotas for machinery and
so on he has an overall say. The
Regulation takes the whole thing cut
of his purview.

BewlEnm OBIL) Sed e

Ol&
DE@:BTH @l PEBDD . COQCHE

a& 8. 8. DA™

(Qaorras erib. Lo. LIGHTL_IT )

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

The whole of the tea industry
comes under the Ministry of Agricul-
ture up to the point of manufacture.

Ofd. @l Ve DTHMIsNGD Do,
(D5, orli. oyi- LWy LGNLTIpriss )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Better leave it like that!

ad O0. 8. A&
(QOsorrey Grib. 1e. LIGHTLIT)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

The hon. Member for Colombo
South is the Chairman of the Public
Accounts Committee and he should
know.

DEsND cea&en Swr
(B CQuie’ Gerdevr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

I am prepared to agree with my
good 'Friend the hon. Member for
Dompe. He also handled the subject
of agriculture earlier. Therefore, he
speaks from knowledge, but I would
like the Hon. Minister to look into the
other aspect of the matter.

ge’ e S0um i womuddmn .
ey dBSEsELULE, ann&6lsTereriulL.gl.

Question put, and agreed to.

DEND N FILIDHD :

COR)EIS
QariflpeErévs &’ &ré s ib:

L9 L0 T GoOT 151 5 GIT

FacToriEs ORDINANCE : REGULATIONS

@aé 0. 91, c®D (W& >
dRéeFB @)

(Ozorrey erib. oré. @p&Lbios—G6sT LN,
Qsrifler asB e Fi)

(The Hon. M. H. Mohamed—Minister of
Labour and Employment)

I move,
“That the Regulations made by the

Minister of Labour and Employment
under Sections 50 and 105 of the Factories
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Ordinance (Chapter 128), as amended by
Act No. 54 of 1961, which were presented
on August 29, 1969, be approved.”

This is in regard to first-aid boxes
in factories.

@ De B wém» G
@ er@sHuibutiGunmgl.
Question provosed.

D&MD B Do
(8- Quire) GQerdiewr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

The contents of these boxes, when
examined, do not bear any relation
to injuries sustained by workers.

ad 20, 9. e@n®d
(Qserras erib. ers . QPSLDLD 5 )
(The Hon. M. H. Mohamed)
That is not so now.

gd®e I0u®» G, wwmisd®dm 8.

@y, A0ss0LLE  ahmaEGanerotiur. g.

Question put, and agreed to.

1o BIECD BRI

> soreys s QO 0% s 1 Srser

Foop ConNTROL. ORDERS

ad 90, 8. agd
(Qserras orib. to. Liewre i)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)
I move,

“That Food Control Order No. 284 made
by the Minister of Agriculture and Food
under Section 4 (1) (1) of the Food Con-
trol Act (Cap. 171), and published in
Ceylon Government Gazette Extraordi-
nary No. 14,870/6 of 9th September, 1969,
which was presented on October 21, 1969,
be approved.”

gdme SRum G, umu®dm B

dl@ deseIuL®, orh) eQETETerLLLL g.

Question put, and agreed to.

o 90, 8. et

(Q&orras orth. to. Ligwri_T)

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

I move,

“That Food Control Order No. 285 made
by the Minister of Agriculture and Food

under Section 4 (1) (i) of the Food Con-
trol Act (Cap. 171), and publishedNdn
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Ceylon Government Gazette Extracrdi-
nary No. 14,870/6 of 9th September, 1969,

which was presented on October 21, 1964,
be approved. ”

cE®e IQum @87, wwmudodm Be.
all@n) NBESLICD, ar fi) m1 & Q)& e e UL gy

Question put, and agreed to.

aé . 8. agdan

(8. Qavevs) (ST @UIT 6o )
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

I move,

“That Food Control Order No. 286 made
by the Minister of Agriculture and Food
under Section 4 (1) (i) of the Food Con.
trol Act (Cap. 171), and published in
Ceylon Government Gazette Extraordi-
nary No. 14,870/6 of 9th September, 1969.
which was presented on October 21, 1969,
be approved. ”

o e Oum e, wwmuden e,
adl@ dBssLLILE, T DIECNE TETETLILLL &

Question put, and agreed to.

ad 98. 8. Aeday

(Qaorras orib. 0. Liah i)
(The Hon. M. D. Panda)
I move,

“ That Food Control Order No. 287 made
by the Minister of Agriculture and Food
under Section 4 (1) (iv) of the iood
Control Act (Cap. 171), and published in
Ceylon Government Gazette Extraordi-
nary No. 14,870/6 of 9th September, 1969,
which was presented on October 21, 1969,
be approved. ”

g9 Do SPum» GEY, wwmuddm B,
allwy GNPEEUILL G, 6T i) M1 G5 TGrerm it s .

Question put, and agreed to.

oé 28. 8. Aedan

(Gzorras orib. to. Lighri_ir)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)
I move,

“That Food Control Order No. 288 made
by the Minister of Agriculture and Food
under Section 4 (1) (vi) of the Food
Control Act (Cap. 171), and published in
Ceylon Government Gazette Extraordi.
nary No. 14,876/2 of 21st October. 1969

which was presented on November 6.
1969, be approved.”

g Do S0u®» @2, wevud®on 517
el @) eNPSsLLL @, 6T ). m& (D& maiTen I L g,

Question put, and agreed to.
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HousinGg AND TOWN IMPROVEMENT
ORDINANCE : RESOLUTION

som wewsy Suvw Sge0 MRS

B ES N -

S (PE G UGBS Ba 2058 Sgtramld @bl unn

& 1GOOI L. T
The following item next stood on the
Order Paper .

The Minister of Local Government and
Parliamentary Secretary to the Min.ster
of Information and Broadcast.ng, to move
__that this House resolves under the pro-
visions of Section 3 (b) of the Housing
and Town Improvement Ordinance
(Chapter 263), that with effect from
1.2.1970, the aforesaid Ordinance shall be
in force within the area defined in the

Schedule hereto.

SCHEDULE

All the area situated in the villages of
Peraliya, Sinigama, Midigastuduwa, Udu-
waragoda, Kahawa and Hettigoda in
Wellaboda Pattu, Galle District, Southern
Province and bounded as follows :

PERALIYA

North : By a line drawn from a point
fixed at the sea coast 100 yards
north-east of the northern edge
of the junction of the Telwatta-
Kiralagahawela P. W. D. Road
with Colombo-Galle P. W. D.
road and eastwards and parallel
to and at a distance of 100 yards
north of the northern edge of the
said Talwatta-Kiralagahawela
P. W. D. road till it meets the
western boundary of the
Colombo-Galle Railway line re-
servation ;

By a line drawn from the last-
mentioned  point, southwards
along the western boundary of
the Colombo-Galle Railway line
reservation till it meets the
northern edge of the Peraliya-
Malawenna Village Council road ;

East :

South : By a line drawn from the last-
mentioned point, westwards along
the northern edge of Peraliya-
Malawenna Village Council road,
till it meets the eastern edge of
the Colombo-Galle P.W.D. road
thence by a straight line drawn
westwards and in continuation of
the Peraliya-Malawenna W G
road to a point ofjiithe Indian
Ocean beach ;

Bewlds @535 @edage
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West : By a line drawn from the last-
mentioned point northwards
along the sea beach to the start-
ing point of the northern limit of
the area.

KAHAWA

North : By a line drawn from a point
100 ‘'yards north of the northern
edge of the Kahawa-Weragoda
Public Works Department road at
the eastern boundary of Samara-
seeha Mantindarama Temple pre-
mises eastwards parallel to and
at a distance of 100 yards north of
the northern edge of the Kahawa-
Weragoda Public Works Depart-
ment road till it meets the
Kahawa-Weragoda village bound-
ary (Akurala Ela) ;

By a line drawn from the last-
mentioned point southwards
along the Kahawa-Weragoda vil-
lage boundary line (Akurala Ela)
crossing the Kahawa-Weragoda
Public Works Department road as
far as a point 100 yards south of
the southern edge of Kahawa-
Weragoda Public Works Depart-
ment road ;

East :

South : By a line drawn from the last-
mentioned point westwards,
parallel to and at a distance of
100 yards south of the southern
edge of the Kahawa-Weragoda
Public Works Department road,
till it meets the centre of
Kahawa-Godakama V. C. road;

By a line drawn from the last-

mentioned  point northwards
along the centre of Kahawa-
Godagama V. C. road up to its
junction with Kahawa-Weragoda
Public Works Department road,
thence eastwards along the
northern edge of the Kahawa-
Weragoda Public Works Depart-
ment road till it meets the east-
ern boundary of Samaraseeha
Mantindarama Temple, thence
northwards along the said bound-
ary up to the starting point of
the northern limit of the area.

West :

aé &, @, LwdiA®
(Qserrar Cag. i WG ST )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

I move, the motion standing in the
name of the Minister of Local Gov-
ernment and Parliamentary Secretary
to the Minister of Information and
Broadcasting.

s e BOu®» CE, utned®m B,
efl@) N@EELILCE, a1 w1 Gles meren L. &l

QRuestion put, and agreed to.
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88a¢

s, YYAUDE (Qarifev,
oot Guith G wIIpD D DB E L@ g se)
(Bmwgsn) wCFrsr
Suop AND OFFIcE EMPLOYEES (REGULA-

TION OF EMPLOYMENT AND REMUNERA-
TION) (AMENDMENT) BILL

0cdm 26 Buwded Bowow Dwd® G
Grammid wHOSHETer SN arfasiurLg
Order for Second Reading read. .

@& DO. DD. chindR
(OserTey Grib. erd. (LPSLDLDE)

(The Hon. M. H. Mohamed)
I move,

“That the Bill be now read a Second
time. ”

Hitherto the practice has been for
the employees to ask for the 14 days’
leave they are entitled to. This
amending Bill is going to make it
obligatory on the part of the em-
ployer to grant 14 days’ leave to the
employee even if he does not ask for
it. As it is, we cannot prosecute an
employer because he always takes up
the position that the employee has not
asked for the leave.

s Do BB wém» CE.

@ er®sSwhbuiGlunm 5.

Question proposed.

OGSy 2 Dcse.

(2w Qamarger)

(Mr. Ilangaratne)

0 BB HTBHIe §HD o ID
cumd &x 14 » By &
ooy 90 eifdmwm BN 9C
28cwsy ©20emB. 608 6w NBEWST
gewtd wéyery cefDmw BHE 9C &
88e oo KSHBw BB A
BB 8w @ VB, ¢ T Fgenes
oD BDCO 8eles OB 6® o
el eoamndsf BHeArm DB
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ofS3. @8 Dwd AL S,
(B ors. Y. Lwow LIGHTL_ITT BT UEE )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Hitherto the practice has always
been for employers to make payment.
There are many employees who pre-
fer to draw the money. They prefer
to be paid money in lieu of holidays.
The man is entitled, under the law,
to a certain number of holidays, and
the man claims payment on an over-
time basis on the ground that he does
not take his holidays. What the Hon.
Minister is seeking to do is to compel
a man to be given holidays on days
that he wants to work in order to
save the employer money.

od . DD, eV ]
(Q@serrey arth. oT&. (PSLOLLE) -'
(The Hon. M. H. Mohamed)

These are paid holidays.

of . 8. dwed AT MWOsNGED D,
(Bl eris. 2pi. LWGH LIGHTLTTBTIIGES)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

My point is that this is overtime
pay. A man is entitled to work, and
normally he is entitled to paid holi-
days, in the sense that he gets his
salary. In addition, if he works he
gets more money. The normal practice
has hitherto been to take this as a
financial emolument if people do not
want to avail themselves of the holi-
days. But now the Hon. Minister is
compelling them to take the paid holi-
days thereby depriving the employees
of the opportunity which they have
of making money. I do not see any
reason why they should be forced to
take the holidays. If an employee
wants the holidays, then let him take
the holidays.

If an employer wants to give his
man holidays by all means let him
do so. But if the man likes not to
take his holidays but to convert it,
if I may say so, on a cash basis, and
take the money in addition, why
should he not do so? That is all I
wish to say.
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ey o n8wmBe e dnwny
(soeddm) vmsy 6m90uD
AEEND GenBen Sm.
(Bl Quirey Geriievr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

I agree with the observations made
by the hon. Member for Dompe
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike). I
think the point would be met if we
amend the Bill to state that if a per-
son is given his holidays and at the
request of the employer the employee
is required to work, he shall be paid
overtime,

@ 20, 9D, e@r»nOD
(Q@serray erib. er&. (IpELDLLSI)
(The Hon. M. H. Mohamed)

Under the law it is very clear that
an employer should grant an emplo-
yee leave of 14 days. It is a paid
holiday. We had cases where an
employee had continually worked for
14 days. We wanted to prosecute
the employer and take him to court.

Because of this flaw in the law the

court has held that it is not obligatory
on the part of the employer to grant
leave unless a request is made by the
employee to the employer.
trade unions have made representa-
tions to me on this matter. They said
that there are so many employers
who are making use of this loophole
and not granting the leave. There-
fore we had to bring this amendment
so that if an employee through an
oversight, or not knowing it, does
not ask for leave it will be obligatory
on the part of the employer to grant
him this paid holiday. It is not a
question of paying overtime. Under
the law this person must be granted
14 days leave. It is a paid holiday.

afef. 8. Ve THNIsNGD S
(Bqp. erii. . UG LIGRTL [T T BT UGS )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

It would be illegal to employ them
on that day.

@B 353, DO. cuedd

{so0r &) erer. GrLb. QuGram)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Yes. May I also say this? We
fought for this over the years. Why ?
Because the worker sometimes does
not realize the value of the holiday.

Bewldry @535 @edaCn
EE0g
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—ecdm 6 Hwd®

We must insist on their taking their
holidays in their own interests. It is
not desirable that a man should be
asked to work continuously year after
year without taking any kind of
holiday at all. This happens worst
in the estates where employees con-
tinue to work. They get their paid
holiday in the sense they are getting
the money, but continue to work.
That is not good enough. I think it
is desirable tfrom our point of view
that the employee should be made to
have his holiday.

The next point on that is to provide
holiday homes for these employees
so that they can be sent to those
places. I do not know, but if the
hon. Member for Dompe (Mr. F. R.
Dias Bandaranaike) thinks it is
desirable to consider this a little more
and give some thought to it I am
quite prepared to agree to that.

ofed. @d. Rwid DTTNSNGD D,
(Dw. eris. gyi. Lwew LG L TTprisEs)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)
Let us adjourn the Debate.

ande 5. 20. eueld

(seorf g erer. erp. QuUGTTIT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

We might adjourn the Debate on
this question because there is a slight
difference of opinion on this matter.
It is the principle involved in the
matter. That is what we have been
agitating for a long time. So I do
not want to give up that principle.

o 28, 98, e»dV
(Qsorray erib. er&. (LPSHLOLDS)
(The Hon. M. H. Mohamed)

Even if you bring an amending Act
to say that the employees should be
paid overtime or extra payment, I do
not know what percentage of the
employers will honour that. There
are so many cases where the dues of
the employees have not been paid.
There are so many cases pending and
so many people have lost their holi-
days. We are unable to prosecute. I
do not mind adjourning the Debate
if the House feels so.
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Coz eWOE W (BweedA®) omsy
emPBEm

OG . ¢d. LB
(Caorres Ceg. oyi. sywieurser)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
I move,

“That the Debate be now adjourned.”

Yo me SRum ¢lnY, swmuddm B,
all@y @SELILLE, ord py&éOEMeTeriLill. g.
Question put, and agreed to.
40 ¢mWCED IMew DE DA G

Qs 8O I:ew 1970 &S 26 2 eu®
@ BOW O GLed.

@;‘a @orLHg. anlau IT & Lo ﬂ,:‘:gf, rE?:'ra':a BLIEh BAILIL L ).

eflaimaits 1970 gevraufl 26, sols@ipen o .'_fﬁ?n‘ﬁﬂ‘ﬂ}
G & me_si s b

The Debate stood adjourned
accordingly.

Debate to be resumed on Saturday, 26th
January 1970.

Co @NIIE Wetdd) (SBeeRIRND)
S eDIOBD)

Gameaas Capri L awser & Bssrier
(g}@g@m) G Fr sir

CeyrLon HoteLs CORPORATION
(AMENDMENT) BILL

ecom S ﬁssé’):a@ BowTow Hedm G

@oemrin wEOSHsTar s i oirfaslinlLgl.

L

Order for Second Reading read.

g. o 3.30
&« o, ¢35. Tl

(Qaorrar Gep. oyi. sguicuii ger)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
I move,

“That the Bill be now read a Second
time ”.

This amendment has been occa-
sioned by the Public Accounts Com-
mittee. The Chairman of the P.A.C.
is here. I am bringing this amend-
ment because over and over again in
the P.A.C. they accuse the Ministry of
not implementing their proposals.

The original Act lays down proce-
dure for the appointment of auditors.
The Public Accounts Committee
wants the Auditor-General associated
in it.

1970 S2028 12
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We are seeking to amend the audit
provisions of the Ceylon Hotels Cor-
poration Act in accordance with the
recommendations of the Public Ac-
counts Committee. It is only to bring
the Auditor-General into the auditing
of the Hotels Corporation’s accounts.
There is nothing else in it. Now this
matter is in the hands of the House,

and the House can do whatever it
likes.

S e wBa Dém G
ale o108 Huwibus Qubms.
Question proposed.

AEND ceaBesn Scs.
(‘@@ QW71 Qemiiovr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Sir, the Hon. Minister wants this
debated. We shall proceed to do so.
When the original Hotels Corporation

Bill was moved here by the Hon. Min-
ister—

OGS B cs.

(8. Qevmsrser)
(Mr. Ilangaratne)

Bewdss DHNEDDOD, 88 uo
DEE 07 WY O BB, &3 Amen
Joen’ @meeSceon B BBwws onm
8 DS HOB. @ Svw 8D
Omew¢ww BeA® D ecd®ced wd
VY G (Dot AT MSsNwzm St )
SEe e D BEerranB3® mExS
snsyee G gédwedE gy B
&R DY & eusFdh e’ O BNIR.

a& &, @d. LudZRmn

(Oserrar Gey. Dy QW Ger )

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

e B8R Wdm wemed ewiin,

Do O WO Bt F@rmso
@wd eoed BT, DYBY wnsY sed
OB Y @ 6® ews mc' DN
0 WO . JSdecd GET IOl aton)
8ened wSBDGsT c@mum @53 5Dy,
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¢
CH I Lwewmd w (EYCETw)
(Bm.  o@pwer  eudC sy —Soyani
i9u1)
(Mr.
pitiya)
@05 Sued SH® méW® wened
@ Emensy. Fo OO & DWW,
eNe 5T 51068 @b V(R (G
St my Ow.) asy 88 g mwRsl O
ey BERAE
2050 ay = 2d» ecu g8
Q@ G &3,

o k21O

Lakshman Jayakody—Divula-

D). ©8 LY

aé 0. 8. BN

(Qsarras erib. ie. LGLT)

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)
I move,
“That the Debate be now adjourned.”

g Do J0um i, unuddn I,
A@ N0ss0ULe apmsblarereruulL .

Question put, and agreed to.
%0 ¢»WCD Sdcw DE 2D CL

Omn sy 8O Bdew 1970 &> 26 Dm Bee
COW W Cied.

@serg  luTsd  §oSomalssuUrLgl.

eloursin 1976 geraufl 26  SimalFipemiw (Ben &
0 & MLf51 (& L.

The Debate
accordingly.

stood adjourned

Debate to be resumed on Monday, 26th
January 1970.

DCE PO
D& Soay
ADJOURNMENT

aé . . LwediRn
(Qserres Ceg. oyi. epwair ser)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
I move,

“ That the House do now adjourn.”
Yo e BB Wwém ¢E.

My 7®5 FuilbLiGLmm gi.

Question proposed.

Bewldm O35 VHFICH
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g, ew. 3.40

mde 53, 28. cuedd

(5&‘;@6.?‘@ erar. oreb. QuGrmm)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I make no apologies for returning to
a subject on which I have been troub-
ling the Hon. Minister of Agriculture
and Food previously—the question of
flour purchases. On the 3rd of De-
cember last year I drew the attention
of the Hon. Minister to certain notices
for the calling of tenders for the im-
portation of flour. On that occasion
the Hon. Minister stated—I shall give
you the relevant portions. I said that
an attempt was being made to pur-
chase flour when I thought it was not
very necessary, and that tenders were
being called for two shipments of
flour. I said that that notice appeared
only on the notice board of the Food
Department and that it was going to
be limited to certain people only.

The Hon. Minister, answering me
on that occasion, said that those ques-
tions were decided by a Food Pur-
chase Board and that, as for giving
the widest possible publicity, if that
had been the procedure in the past,
he would see to it that the widest
possible publicity was given to tender
notices.

May I tell the Hon. Minister what
the position is ? Actually, in 1969, up
to the end of December 1969, we have
imported from the U.S.A., Australia
and Europe 436,686 tons. We have im-
ported 219,059 tons from the U.SA.,
72,848 tons from Australia and 40,000
tons again from Australia, and under
the French contract 69,393 tons, and
so on, making a grand total of 436,686
tons. If you take into account the
carry-over at the beginning of 1969, 1
think you had well over 500,000 tons
actually disposed of. Well, what is
the carry-over ?

o 0. 8. ded

(Q@Earreu erib. Lo LIGRTL_T )
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)
Go on! Go on!
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DE I
anda 953, O8. euedd
(soorfl& orer., ertb. QuiGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

My good Friend does not want to
tell me.

@ 8. 8. DL
(G&errar erib. (8. LiGRTL_IT)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

The carry-over is six weeks to a
maximum of two months and now it
is coming down.

pnda DuY. OO, cuedd

(sor flG erer. erib. QuGromr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

At the beginning of 1969 your
carry-over was certainly over
50,000 tons. For the use of the year
1969 you had, roughly, well over or

very close to five lakhs of tons of
flour.

a& 9. 8. e

(Q@errey ertb. 1o, LIGRTLT)

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

Five lakhs and 50,000 are two
different figures !

ande D53, 8. cwedd

[sor Bl erer. erb. QuGrrmT)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

The total imports for 1969

amounted to 436,686 tons. That was
up to the end of December 1969.

@& 98, 8. aggMn

(Q@serres Grib. Io. LIGHTLIT)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

That I am unable to tell the hon.
Member straightaway.

@dw 53, 8. cuedd

(sorpl& erer. orib. QuGrrm)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I am talking of the carry-over in
January 1969. When you take that
into account you had very nearly
five lakhs of tons for use in
December.

1970 X508 12

D¢ oI
ad 8. 8. agdah

(Q@erres ertb. 1o. LIGHTLT)

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)
That I cannot say straightway.

aBe 957, DO. cweld

(soorf G erer. erb. QuCrrm) 1
(Dr. N. M. Perera) 4
I can give you the figures if you :
want. I can give you the shipments, E
the name of the ship and other|
details. i

o 2O, &. A

(Q@sarrar erib. io. Liwrim)

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

Friend gets the figures before I get
them !

anda 53, DO. cuedd
(s@rps erer, erth. GuiGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

1t only shows that my informers’
are up-to-date. i

a& 0. 8. agdm

(Qserrey erib. 1o, LIGATL_IT)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

There is somebody there mlsm-.
forming him all the time.

ande 253, 8. cuveld

(sor Bl erer. ertb. QuGrom)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I am gettirg information—there is|
no doubt about it ; but I am getting '§
accurate information.

D, @d. Awd dHNENGD Sw.
(8las. eris. gyi. Lwiew um&n_ﬂ‘ﬂ'r@;xrwéa;)g
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike) _
Who is giving him inaccurate|
information ? |

e 53, 8. cuedd
(serplG erar. erb. QuGrmr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

My point is this. When I raised|
this question here the Hon. Minister
said that there was a shortage of
flour and that was why an urgent|
call was made. I am now pom’tmgI
out that, according to their own
figures, in December alone they got
73,000 tons made up as follows:
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o O8. 8. agian

(Qserras erib, te, LiGwTLIT)
(The Hon. M. D, Banda)
So what is the carry-over ?

@hle 353, 8. evedd
(ser % erer. ertb. QuGrrm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

In December alone you got 73,000
. tons.

ol 8. 8. i
(Q@erreu erib. Lo, LIGRTL_IT )
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

1 Maybe. You say there was a
carry-over from December 1969 to
| January this year. We always
maintain a carry-over. Any Govern-
‘| ment maintains a carry-over. Now,
the normal draw is in the order of
about 35,000 to 40,000 tons for a
month. That is the normal draw for
a month. It does not mean that the
Government is wasting the whole
quantity in order to get another
shipment. Last year we built up
our stocks, a buffer stock for two
months, which ran down towards
the end of the year. That is how
we got the carry-over of 50,000 tons
when the draw is about 35,000 to
40,000 tons a month. So shipments
have to come along to maintain at
least six weeks’ supply as a buffer
stock, for otherwise we run into
danger. I am trying to explain
before the hon. Member makes his
speech. I hope the hon. Member will
understand the position.

sk D57, DO. cwedd

(soor 8§ erar. ertb. QuUGram)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I understand it, but my worry is—

ad 90. 8. agdn

(QEerrey erib. o, LiGwTL_T)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

I have gone carefully into this
matter. Now. when the situation is
normal, we have one month’s buffer
stock. But at this particular junc-
ture, from December or a little
beyond that, we were faced with a

Hewldrmn @535 e
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difficulty because of the floods and a
hundred and one things. Flood
relief had to be provided and we had
to have bigger buffer stocks. The
draw was going to be not the nor-
mal draw but a much bigger draw
because about a lakh of people had
to be provided with dry rations and
we did not know for how long we
would have to do that. In fact, flour
was the thing that was going out
most. The normal stock position
could have been maintained without
all these purchases, but additional
stocks had to be purchased in order
to ensure that we had sufficient
stocks. However, when the totality
of the stocks for the whole year is
taken into account, we would not
find an excess. At this point we
wanted it.

@Ddu D53, OO, cueddh
(serflf erer. ortb. QuGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

My complaint is this.

ag 08, 8. A

(Q@errar ertb. to. Liewri )

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

Let the hon. Member present his
case, and I shall go into it if there is
anything that I should go into.

Hda D5Y. DO. cwedd
(sar & erar. erb. GuiCrrm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I have not the slightest doubt about
the Hon. Minister’s bona fides and
honesty. My worry is that his officers
are not playing fair in this matter. I
will tell you why.

Actually, in 1969 they imported
436,686 tons of flour. Then there was
a carry-over in January, and accord-
ing to my information it came to
nearly 500,000 tons. Now, the normal
requirement is about 350,000 tons
except in the case of an unexpected
flood. My worry is that your depart-
ment has not yet disclosed to you—
I do not know whether the Minister
knows it—that a certain amount of
flour has now been discarded as
damaged, and the amount is not
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small. My information is that it is
not less than 120,000 tons, and this
quantity has been discarded as
damaged and unusuable. When has
this come to light ? Unfortunately or
fortunately, all the storekeepers are
on compulsory leave.

ad . 8. aLTM

(Qsarren erib. 1. LedrLT)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)
They have come back.

a8 DuY. 8. cweds

(soorfls erar. erib. Qulrar)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

They went on compulsory leave ?

a& 2. 8. AL

(Q@erres erib. to. LiewdrL_IT)

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)
They were given compulsory leave.

pnde 53, OO, csedd

(&Gﬂﬂ"ﬁf@ orer. ereb. QuGTrm)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

That is right. Maybe it is their fault,
but it is also the fault of those above
for not seeing that things were done

properly.

May I say what happened ? Flour
is brought in May, June and July.
Now, if they strictly followed the
correct procedure the supplies of
flour received in May should have
been issued first. They did not do that.
They issued the July flour, and the
flour received in May and June ac-
cumulated. In this connection I
would like to read from the report of
the Auditor-General for the financial
year 1967-68, sixth instalment. The
Hon. Minister should read it. At page
52 of this report the Auditor-General
says :

“Damaged Stocks of Flour

In accordance with purchase agree-
ments entered into between the Food
Commissioner and sellers in Italy, fifteen
shipments of flour valued at Rs. 60,565,509
were shipped to Ceylon during the period
December 1966 to the end of September
1968.

1970 S0 12
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Flour and other foodstuffs imported are
usually stored af the Colombo Food Stores
and District Granaries. They are there-
after despatched to Supply Stations at
various distribution points throughout
the Island for issue to wholesale dealers
and authorized distributors.

A test examination of stock records
maintained at the Chalmers Granaries and
the connected ship files, letters of credit
registers, etc., kept at the Food Com-
missioner’s Office revealed that out of a
total of 1,237,084 bags of flour shipped in
nine vessels, nearly 198,369 bags of flour
had been damaged.”

It is a serious matter. 198,369 bags
—nearly 200,000 bags—comprising 20
per cent of the flour imported, have
been damaged. This is not damage
by the importers by bad stacking or
bad distribution. To cover up that
damage the department imports
more. That is my complaint.

Then another tender was called,
and that tender closed on the 9th of
January. I really wanted to raise the
matter on the 9th of January before
this happened, but there were other
matters before the House and there-
fore I could not raise it. My worry is
this. My good Friend has so much of
work to do. He cannot go into all
these things. I get information, and
I want to place it before him so that
he could make inquiries. I am not
satisfied about the position. Normally,
at the beginning of the year we im-
port from Australia, from where we
make our regular imports without
calling for tenders.

a& 20. 8. agHan

(Qserral erib. te. Liewrim)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)
No ; there are negotiations.

8w 5. . cueBd
(soor g erer. erib. QulGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Yes, negotiations. We get from the
U. S. A.; we get from Australia; we
get under P.L. 480. All this flour we
get without calling for fresh tenders.

Then, tenders were called, and a
shipment was obtained from France.
Actually, they got only from France.
They said they were calling for ten-
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a& D0, 8. g
(Q@serrey erib. 19, LiGwrLrr)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)
Germany, perhaps.

@da D53, 8. cueddh
(sarfls erar. ertb. QuUGram)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Last time they got 40,000 tons from
France—shipment from January on-
wards. This will arrive from March
1970. Actually 20,000 tons were
bought from Kuala Lumpur and Sin-
gapore—January shipments. They
will arrive in February. All these
panicky purchases are not necessary
if proper arrangements are made.

I am told that if you go to Chalmers
Granaries now you will find flour
stacked outside. Anybody going on a
double-decker bus can see flour
stacked in Chalmers Granaries ex-
posed to wind and rain. There is &
considerable amount of waste in-
volved in this, and they cover it up
by creating panic, and say, “ We must
call for tenders.”

I am not satisfied that all this is
being properly done. I do not want
to give the impression that I am
blaming the Minister. He cannot help
it. What can he do? The Minister
cannot chase after every little thing
like this. But the Minister must look
into the matter. I am rather dissatis-
fied with the way these things are
being done.

. o0, 3.55

ofd. @l Dt DI MEITNGRD s
(Bw. oril. . L WIGh LIGRTL_T T 5T I&5& )
(Mr. F. R Dias Bandaranaike)

I wish to make a special plea on
behalf of the people of Wennappuwa,
namely, that they be given, in their
normal issue of rice on the ration,
something other than kekulu haal.
They have been eating kekulu haal
for the last three months consecu-
tively—the people of Wennappuwa
and Divulapitiva. Christmas and the
New Year have been celebrated
entirely on kekulu haal, and it is
causing quite a degree of concern.

Bewldn 0535 SedDE®
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They are even beginning to wonder
about the food drive and why some of
the rice that is grown locally cannot
be given to them.—[Interruption].
Kekulu haal may be good for you, but
what if you were to have it for three
consecutive months ? Imagine people
having kekulu haal issued on the
ration for three months! There are
many people who cannot afford to go
beyond this but there is no reason
why you should not stagger it. I am
not saying that you can do away with
it altogether, but three months at a
stretch is too much. Therefore, I
appeal to the Hon. Minister to con-
sider the question of staggering these
issues in order to make life a little
easier for the people living in these
areas.

g. . 3.56
Ded. 8. AL NN . (©ds®)

(Sm. 6row. 1o, LIHL I T BT ildS—5LbLIa)
(Mr. S. D. Bandaranayake—Gampaha)
DG OB ® 6B »E & Bed®
@0 © gusy O MmABR. ¢

SeWmPS vern D@ Dsmoen
R & anvent D 6B

sef 2w’ 0 BomBDHE ¢5Ycd 65
w0 cdef 6 = ;D O I8
oYy BB cn®Nmndasy G S
swen. & oedsymHO L8 e
by & Dv¥ent DD wé® e OW
29 Bormd ©0& & BHedslery
$éey onE AB ER5Y @8R, D@ e,
Brommmcd 00 drfery cif dmws) O
B8 8w wy GRBHEDS e¢x» ECH
D8 emnderelmndnsyd AC DD
@5 & gov DnHs ¢ ¢ EOWO.

&. o0, 3.68
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(8. eron. (. wrGovsi—m 56 sri_oL)

(Mr. S. B. Yalegama—Rattota)
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(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

The hon. Member for Yatiyantota

(Dr. N. M. Perera) raised a questicn
about flour. I remember his raising a
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similar question not very long ago.
On that occasion I gave him an expia-
nation of the method of purchase. T
told him about the board and things
like that. I told him that they ensure
that the tenders are looked into care-
fully and the requirements are gone
into. He has raised the same question
again. While he was making this
point I had the occasion to explain
the background against which new
purchases have been made.

I am not going into details of
quantities and things like that for the
whole year, or details of carry-over.
But by and large the carry-over he
mentioned is possibly the carry-over I
too have in mind. I cannot commif
myself fully, but I think it is in the
region of 400,000 or 430,000 tons. That
is the carry-over of the annual im-
port requirement.

Then he mentioned Australian
flour. He also mentioned American
flour. There is flour of different
origin. American flour comes under
P.L. 4380. It generally arrives,
although it is intended to arrive at a
particular time of the year, in the
second half of the year, and as a
result a certain portion becomes a
carry-over for the next year. That is
what happens in the second half of
the year.

Then we have our normal commer-
cial purchases to make. P.L. 480 flour
does not cut into our commercial
purchases. The hon. Member knows
the principle governing P.L. 480 flour.
On that basis we import it. There are
three things that I should like to
explain now. One is the sources from
which we obtain flour, the other is
the price factor, and the third, the
method of obtaining this flour. Firstly,
in regard to the sources, there is gift
flour from Canada, Australia, and
P.L. 480 ‘flour from America. In
addition we make purchases from
Australia from year to year. With all
that we do obtain and have been
obtaining flour from the continent
right along—continental flour. Conti-
nental flour is French, German or
Italian.  Why do we buy from the
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Continent ? The flour that we get
from Canada, Australia and America
is a superior quality of flour and most
bakers and consumers prefer if.
But the costs are fairly high. Natu-
rally, a good quality product is high
in price. My hon. Friend will agree
that we have also been importing this
cheaper flour from the Continent.
Then there are credit facilities and
so on which also have to be taken
into account.

When we buy flour from Australia
we negotiate the price with the Wheat
Board of Australia. We get the P.L.
480 flour as a gift. And to make a
certain gantity that is necessary for
the whole year, we purchase flour
from the Continent and for this we
call for tenders.

In regard to quality of flour or con-
sumer preference, the Italian flour
runs into trouble in respect of certain
shipments ; either the quality is poor
or something else is wrong. We have
had that experience in the past. Dur-
ing certain periods nothing can be
said about quality, it is up to sample.
In respect of some shipments the
quality is a little poor. I do not know
why. Perhaps it is due to bad ship-
ping. There is a tendency to lumpi-
ness ; it gets hardened. Therefore, a
lot of work has to be done to condi-
tion the flour before it is issued to
the consumer. It has got to be
broken up and sifted. But that flour
is purchased at competitive prices. We
buy such flour on tenders provided
the trade mark has been registered
here and the flour has been found to
be suitable for baking and other pur-
poses by tests here. We have found
that in actual performancedhequality

1970 2823808 12
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is a little poor. We have found that
not once but a couple of times, and
fairly large quantities have been
involved. So we have run into
trouble, but the flour was purchased
cheap, cheaper possibly than other
continental flour, certainly cheaper
than the Australian flour. This flour
is issued along with the Australian
flour in a certain proportion, one to
two or something like that. Bakers
generally mix the two flours.

My hon. Friend has said, “Why
don’t you buy Italian flour ? It is
cheap.” But that is only one side
of the question and we do buy Italian
flour. Now he raised the question of
stocks of flour going bad. Much of
this flour is of Italian origin. That has
been our experience.

Now I am explaining how certain
large stocks went bad. At a certain
stage, when the rice-cut took place,
we imported a good deal of flour and
we were not able to dispose of the
stocks within that year. You may
call it insurance buying or panic buy-
ing, but we did buy a much larger
quantity than we normally did before,
and larger stocks than normal had to
be carried over to the next year and
certain quantities went bad. That
flour was shifted and issued to the
consumer, and what was not fit to be
issued to the consumer was sold to
the Oils and Fats Corporation. ‘That
is in regard to the flour we buy on a
competitive basis from the Continent.

The hon. Member raised another
important question. He said that
there is a lot of waste. I am not try-
ing to say yes or no to that, but it is
aawvery serious statement to make. It
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is inevitable when there is such large
handling of bulk rice or sugar or flour
for there to be a certain amount of
wastage. But when one sees what is
happening in the harbour or in transit
or in the stores one cannot be satis-
fied that that is normal wastage.
I agree with him that there is wanton
wastage taking place. It is g great
tragedy that there should be this
wastage in food as well as other
articles. The hon. Member should
know it. Callous and utter wastage
is taking place in the harbour. It is
something that no patriotic person
can bear. That does not happen only
at the hands of one section of the

i O]

people. Harbour workers, store-
keepers, and wvarious people are
responsible.

In a hospital you get the doctors
whose profession it is to deal with the
sick and the maimed, and sometimes
you may wonder how they can go
through their jobs in the midst of all
the misery prevalent in a hospital.
They may not know the nature of the
disease and they will be faced with
various problems. Probably they
are hardened to what they see. The
harbour is like that. When bulk
foodstuffs are transported in the
lorries it is like that. The harbour
workers and other employees have
developed an attitude of utter
callousness. Over and above the noz-
mal waste that may occur in a big
operation like this, there is wanton
‘wastage.

Now, the hon. Member must get
together with us and adyise these
people, whether they be governmerit

Bewlffn xR SeddEw
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servants or workers or anybody else,
that such wastage can ultimately lead
to and spell the ruin of this country.

Up to that point I agree with him.

I am not putting ail this waste
entirely on that score. There is the
question of whether there is un-
methodical storage and distribution,
which too can be a contributory fac-
tor. If that is so, I shall certainly go
into the matter. None of us can close
our eyes to such large quantities of
foodstuffs being wasted.

If it is bad quality flour that is
coming in, we should take steps to
prevent that. It may be that the
Italian flour is bad ; it may be flour
anywhere. We have got
to be very circumspect in our buying.
In fact I have given an order that we
should at least for some time not buy
this flour. I said that I have got to
get up in the House and explain every
time the quality of flour is poor, and
that for some time at least we should
refrain from buying flour of Italian
origin. Then perhaps, the millers and
the shippers may be a little cautious.

from

In point of fact in 1962-63 Italian
flour was not purchased by Ceylon.
Thereafter we reviewed the question.
The flour was tested and we were also
assured of good quality flour and we
decided to buy.

I have got certain figures sent to
me by the department. I do not
think hon. Members are worried
about the figures. The hon. Member
wanted me to look into the question
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as to why we were importing so much
of flour, or rather as to why we are
making emergency purchases. The
flour can go bad in our stores and in
carriage, and those losses are made
up of new purchases, is what the hon,
Member said. I will certainly go into
that. I am not agreeing with him
or disagreeing with him, but that is
a statement that has to be looked into
and I am going to do so. If necessary,
I shall appoint a committee composed
of not only officers of the department
but others as well to go into these
matters. None of us will want this
type of thing to happen, and if it is
happening, certainly I shall take seri-
ous note of it. I think that should
satisfy my hon. Friend.

Then on the question of rice, we
are now buying 200,000 tons of rice
from China. That is all raw rice,
All the rice that we buy from China
is raw rice and out of the 360 or 370
thousand tons of rice that we buy,
200,000 tons are from China, the rest
is from Thailand and Burma. These
are our principal sources. From
Burma we buy raw rice as well as
parboiled rice, from Thailand we buy
parboiled rice. Only those two coun-
tries have parboiled rice. Our own
rice in Ceylon is partly parboiled rice
and partly raw rice.

Swomnd S
(E;C")‘ u&GETIy )
(Mr. Jayakody)
What percentage ?

(Qzarres eTib. 10, LGwTL IT)

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

I will tell you. During the last
regime an order had been given that
it would be more profitable to, K mill
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raw rice in Ceylon than parboiled
rice. The figures had been worked
out by somebody on same economic
basis. I do not know whether it is
correct. It may be so. The consum-
ers’ preference was not taken into
account. So within six months
after I assumed duties these papers
came up to me. All the mills were
converting themselves into raw rice
milling. I said we will have to halt
here. Whatever the economy of the
country, the consumer peasant
worker in Ceylon has to be consider-
ed. There are areas which subsist
generally on parboiled rice and there
are areas likewise which subsist on
raw rice, like Matara. They prefer
raw rice. In regard to local rice also,
they like the raw rice, but there are
other areas which want parboiled
rice. The rice imported from China
is raw, part of what we import from
Burma is raw and part of what is
milled here is raw. So in bulk it is
the raw rice that is the larger com-
ponent. One cannot be a choser if
we are not self-sufficient and so on.
So with difficulty we have been ad-
justing. But we cannot alternate
in the way my hon. Friend,

the Member for Dompe mentionéd.
He knows it as much as myself
because he

was Minister of

Food once. That is the position.
With difficulty we will be having
three

give one or two issues of parboiled

to, “even after

months,

rice. That is the whole supply situa-
tion and it is not necessary for me
to go further into the matter. I
think I have answered the two

questions fully.
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It being 4.30 p.m. the Motion for the
Adjournment of the House lapsed without
Question put.

Motion made

and Question
proposed,

again

“That this House do now adjourn.”—
[The Hon. M. D. Banda.]
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Adjourned accordingly at

437 pM. until 2 PM. on

Monday, 26th January 1970.
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Subseriptions : 12 months commencing from month following date of payment Rs. 32.00
(uncorrected copies Ra. 35.00), Half rates for 6 months, each part 30 cents, by post 45 cents,
ce to the SUPERINTENDENT, GOVHRNMENT PUBLIOATIONS DBUREAV,

payable in advan
P. 0. Box 504, colombo 1
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