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Tuesday, 7th September 1965
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The House met at 10 a.M., MR, SPEAKER
[Tee Hon. Str ALBERT F. PEmris, K.B.E.]
in the Chair,
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ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
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CERAMICS CORPORATION ! DISCONTINUED
EMPLOYEES
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(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody—Divula-
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asked the Minister of Industries and
Fisheries: Will he take steps to
give employmeit to the 18 employees
of the Ceylon Ceramic Corporation,
Negombo,
from service, in the Ceramic Fac-
tories at Periyamulla and Piliyan-
dala, and if so, when and if not,
why ?

who were discontinued |

ad 8. 8. @8. 9w (DS m

o &(VE §@1OB)
(Qaorres . 1§, Yi. @ewral gar—mss
Qarifer, s pQmifler gyanwsen)

(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena—
Minister of Industries and Fisheries)

Of the 18 casual employees dis-
continued from the Ceramic Factory

at Negombo, those employees whao
had been originally recruited from
the Employment Exchange would
be considered for re-employment
when vacancies occur at
Negombo Factory.
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asked the Minister of Education and
Cultural Affairs: (a) Is he aware
that Rev. Haliyale Ratanapala, who
is said to be a pupil of Rev. Hetti-
mulle Vajirabuddhi, is serving as an
Assistant Teacher at Ananda Col-
lege, Colombo ? (b) Is he serving
without pay ? (¢) If not, will he
state his date of appointment, salary
scale and educational qualifications ?

oG & 0. @8, ¥, S8wewmE G
(g% an 88085 IR @035 8@&)@
1 @23)

(Qzerras g. erib. gyi. @. FALOSTHN—
@esll], srEErr dasrs ooinE &)

(The Hon. I. M. R. A. Iriyagolle—
Minister of Eduecation and Cultural
Affairs)
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GRAMA-SEVAKA EXAMINATION, JANUARY, :
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asked the Minister of Home Affairs :
(a) When will the results of the
Grama Sevaka Examination held on
23rd January, 1965, be published ?

(b) When will the appointments be
given ?

0% @Del  ADEE.  cwmmem
(Redw DOun B8aec erouB)

(Osorres serfG rQerwy. Haprises—
2orpr @ fosrr oyewsai)

(The Hon. Dr. W. Dahanayake—
Minister of Home Affairs)

(a) Arrangements are now being
made to hold the viva voce test in the

. various districts for all the candidates
who entered for the examination held

in January this year. (b) The
appointments will be made when the
results are known.

Scsomnd Scn.

(8. swaQary.)

(Mr. Jayvakody)

Will that be done during this
financial year or the next ?

O& GDelh casnwd

(Qsorres sarfs sspriudgs)

(The Hon. Dr. Dahanayake)

I shall do my hest to see that it
is done as quickly as possible.
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asked the Parliamentary Secretary

to the Minister of Local Govern-
ment: (a) Is he aware that the
Kosgoda Village Council proposed to
acquire a land for a playground ?
(b) Is he aware that since there
were no objections from the Iland
owners to this acquisition the
1I;/Jiinister of Land, Irrigation and
Powen
Office?, Galle, to proceed with this

1538

had directed the Acquiring
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acquisition ? (¢) Is he awara that
the Permanent Secretary to the
Ministry of Local Government has
by his letter of 2nd June, 1965, in-
formed the Chairman, Kosgoda
Village Council, that the acquisition
has been abandoned on the direc-
tions of the Minister of Loecal
Government ? (d) Why has this
acquisition been abandoned ? (e)
Will he agree to instruct the Perma-
nent Secretary and the Acquiring
Officer to proceed with this acquisi-
tion?  (f) If so, when and if not,
why ?

8. efOgn @w. (B ©IEHD
G19%e’ EEe@m e W)

(B . GCrwgre—o eresrri &
Yyowsefler Lrrrenwearps srifusne)

(Mr. R. Premadasa—Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Local
Government)
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WALAGEDARA—PARAGAHATOTA P.W.D. ROAD
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(Mr. L. C. de Silva)
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asked the Minister of Public Works,
Posts and Telecommunications : (a)
Is he aware that the Walagedara-
Paragahatota Road in the Balapitiya
Electorate is in an extremely bad
condition ? (b) Is he aware that an
estimate for improvements to this
road had been submitted by the
Executive Engineer, Elpitiya, to the
Director of Public Works, several
months ago? (c¢) Will he consider

Taln. B
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&8n 88
approval of the estimate for recon-
struction of the bridge and culverts
and metalling and tarring of this
road? (d) 1f so, when? (e) If
not, why ?

Sawmg olnY 8 dw. (S¥ed 18,
maC ww I¢€ wedw @@RBed
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(B dlguure GQuearyov—oyrerass
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(Mr. Wijayapala Mendis—Parliamen-
tary Secretary to the Minister of Public
Works, Posts and Telecommunications)
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MAHA INDURUWA—ARANGALKANDA ROAD
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asked the Minister of Public Works,
Posts and Telecommunications: (a)
Is he aware that it was proposed to
take over the Maha Induruwa-
Arangalkanda Road in the Balapitiya
Electorate by the Public Works
Department last year? (b) What
is the delay in taking over this
road ? (¢) Will he consider the
immediate taking over of this road
by the department ? (d) If so, when ?
(e) If not, why ?
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(Mr. B. Y. Tudawe—Matara)
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asked the Minister of Land, Irrigation
and Power: (a) Is he aware that
most of the electoral farms that were
set up by the former Government
have been abandoned ? (b) Is he
aware that the electoral farm, 22 acres
in extent, at Talpawila in the Matara
electorate has been closed down ? (c)
Will he, therefore, take steps to
alienate this land to the landless poor
people ? (d) If so, when and if not,
why ?
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(Mr. C. P. J. Seneviratne—Parliamen-

tary Secretary to the Minister of Land,
Irrigation and Power)
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WELTGAM EKORALE MULTI-PURPOSE
CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETIES UNION
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asked the Parliamentary Secretary
to the Minister of Commerce and
Trade: (a) Is he aware that the
Weligam Korale Multi-purpose Co-
operative Societies’ Union in the
Matara District, administered its
affairs very efficiently ? (b) Is he
aware that even after the union
elected its new committee at the last
annual general meeting, the Com-
missioner of Co-operative Develop-
ment arrogating the powers of
appointment which are wusually
vested in the members of the com-
mittee, appointed an officer of the
department as the chairman of this
union ? (¢) If so, why ? (d) In view
of the fact that this action of the
Commissioner of Co-operative Deve-
lopment is an insult to those who
have done a genuine service to the
co-operative movement, Wwili he take

1965 e ef @8 7

1546
8w B8R
steps to allow the committee of this

union to elect its chairman ? (e) If
not, why ?
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(Mr. S. A. Peeris—Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Commerce
and Trade)
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Secretary to the Minister of Agriculture

and Food)

1 want more time to answer this

question.
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Question ordered to stand down.
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(Mr. L. C. de Silva—on behalf of Mr. D.

P. R. Weerasekera—Dehiowita)
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asked the Minister of Public Works

Posts and Telecommunications :

' What is the total amount of money
allocated for the construction and
repairing of roads in the Dehiowita
electorate by the last Government ?
(b) What are the roads_for which

money has been allocated?

(a)
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(Mr. Wijayapala Mendis)

With your permission I am tabling
the Answer :
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Allocations granted in the year 1964-65 for:

Rs. e.
(@) Maintenance of roads 86,590 0
Improvements to roads 101,890 0

Colombo-Ratnapura-Wellawaya Road
Parakaduwa-Bevilla-Digowa Road
Digowa-Menikkanda-Imbulpitiya Road
Eheliyagoda-Dehiowita Road

(b)

Dehiowita-Dereniyagala-Noori Road
Dehiowita to Alagoda Ferry Road
Derenivagala-Kosgahakanda-Maliboda Road
Nouori-Polgaswatta-Maliboda Road
Nakkawita-Maliboda Road
Panawela-Maniyangama Road
Atulugama-Clunes Road
Basnagala-Nilwala Road
Udapola-Meunikkanda Road
Walpola-Hakhbellawa Road
Avigsawella-Hatton-Nuwara Eliya Road
Noori-Pallebage V. C. Road
Deraniyagala-Matiwalakanda V. C. Road
Bl
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COVERNMENT MINOR EMPLOYEES ;
EXAMINATION FOR PROMOTION
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(Mr. L. C. de Silva—on behalf of
Mr. Leslie Goonewardene—Panadura)
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asked the Minister of Finance: (a)
Is he aware that an examination
(special) for the promotion of
minor employees was held in March,
1964 ? (b) Is he aware that the for-
mer Government decided to hold this
examination annually? (c¢) Is he
aware that the minor employees are
under the impression that this
examination would not be held
again ? (d) Will he, therefore take
steps to hold this examination this
year too ? (e) If so when, and if not
why ?
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(The Hon. U. B. Wanninayake—Minis-
ter of Finance)
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Seconded.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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ArprOPRIATION BILL, 1965-66
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Considered in Committee—[Progress,
6th September.]

[Mgr. SPEAKER in the Chair.]
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Heap 85.—MINISTER OF NATIONALIZED
SERVICES

Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 218,286

Sub-head 1.—Cuadre and
Rs. 144347
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Amendment moved—[6th September] :

“ That the Vote be reduced by Rs. 10 in
respect of Sub-head 1, item “ Minister’”,
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Question again proposed.
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(Qaerrey asarps L Hery,. F&FTLES)
(The Hon. Dr. W. Dahanayake)

Sir, please give me half a minute
to contradict a statement that was
made in the course of a speech by the
hon. Member for Balapitiya (Mr. L. C.
de Silva). The hon. Member stated
that all recruitment of labour for the
construction work at the Port of
Galle is being restricted to the people
of Magalle, Galle. This is not correct.

The people of Magalle, Galle, lost
their lands and they were dehoused
when the construction work in
Magalle started. So they made a
claim to the Hon. Minister that they
should be given some sort of con-
sideration when labour was recruited,
and the Hon. Minister has ordered
that a percentage of labour should be
taken from the people of Magalle,
Galle, and that the balance should
be taken from the rest of the
Southern Province.

8. & 3. ey Dw. (e emned
ns3dm 53F)

(8. 9. ¢ 9. Oserwer—Garepud
w5 apeTEp IYESSSOIT)
(Mr. P. G. B. Keuneman—Third

Colombo Central) :
What percentage ?

o @ada CHTNED

(Qserres sarfli sepruss)

(The Hon. Dr. Dahanayake)

I believe it was fifty-fifty, as far as

1 remember; that is, 50 per cent.
from the people of Magalle and the
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balance 50 per cent. from the rest of
the Southern Province. That is the |
truth. |
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(Qaerra F&ESETE)
(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

One hour.

IR =Ea Ea O]

(gs8rreari)

(The Chairman)

I have got a long list of names of
Members who wish to speak. Hon.
Members are given ten minutes each.
Although I would like to oblige the
hon. Member, I am sorry I have to
ask him to stop. I am compelled to
do so according to the schedule I
have. Some hon. Members are
repeating the same thing over and
over again, and I think ten minutes
is quite sufficient. Now, it is the
turn of the hon. Member for
Ratnapura to speak.
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As an ex-Minister I think, Sir, you

should allow me a little more time.
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(The Chairman)

The hon. Member has exceeded his

time.
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Sir, at this stage I would like to
read out extracts from a letter which
I received from a friend of mine:

“ Referring to the hon’ble Member for
Balapitiva’s statement last night on the
question cf stocking and purchase of spare
paris, we would like to trace back to the
beginning of 1958 when the vehicles were
nationaiized. The last Government took
over from the bus operators as much as
79 makes and models and to this obvious
burden of varied makes and models, in
a lerge transport undertaking, which is
saii to be the second largest nationalized
underiaking of its type in the world, a
further purchase of multiplicity of makes
and 1models new to the Board and with
no proved record of service was added.
These maukes are, namely, the Skoda from
Czechoslovakia, Fiat from Ifaly, Ikarus
 from Hungary, Magirus deutz from Ger-

many, Heino from Japan. These makes
wera purchased in the same year of
D nationalization for rezsons known by the
powers that were in vogue.”

wrBe O3Y. 98, evedd (wdwszd
65%0)

(sarflB erar. ertb. WLGrrr—uLig TS
Carier/

(Dr. N. M. Perera--Yatiyantota)

What is the hon. Member reading
from ?

3——qol 8595 (65/9)
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8. 8. Bedm O,

(8l 4. . Davsrger)

(Mir D. E. Tillekeratne)

Extracts from a letter from a friend
of mine.

@nZe DuY. 0. eweddn
(sor G erer. orib. QuGrmrmr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

When did you receive it ?

8. 8. Rewéym .
(G 19 . Foosrser)
(Mr D. E. Tillekeratne)
This mcrning.

ey Ded,
(8. Qzaroer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

Are you tabling the letter ?

8, 8. BT @,
(B 9. F. BosTger)
(Mr. D. E. Tillekeratne)

No. I am reading extracts from
it. This information would be useful
to hon. Members on both sides of the

House.

o& 3 BDbeww

(Qaorres omsgsseur exhHar)
(An hon. Member)

We have no objection.

e m0sY D,
(8. Gsarwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

Is the hon. Member taking
responsibility for the information
contained in the letter ?

8. & BCEHETD Qe

(ﬁ@. 9. . Soarger)
(Mr. D. B. Tillekeratne)

Yes.

ST Py O
(ys@rreari)
(The Chairman)

Every hon. Member takes respon-
sibility for any statement he makes
on the Floor of the House and that
is s0 when he reads out a letter also.
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(,@@ 9. . Bleosrger)
{AMr. D. E. Tillekeratne)

“The Herman Peiris Committee of
Ingiiry that went into the working of
the C.T.B. in 1861 did quite rightly point
out adversely on this particular aspect
of iil-conceived decisions in purchasing.
Nouvwithstanding this the last Govern-
meni cerrelicated matters further by re-
soriing to furcther purchases of further
makes and models which were quite un-
kn>wn m 1962/1963. These makes were
two new models of B.M.C’s Isuzu and
A. E. C. Ranger. As a result of these ill-
planned and ill-conceived decisions, the
Board is today saddled with spare parts
to the tune of Rs. 25 million . . . . the
Coalition Regime thought it desirable to
add a further two new models on the
now lamous Fiat purchases where the
stock value would be in the region of
Rs. 1} to 2 million shortly.

“This is the legacy of misdeeds of the
last regime that the National Government
had to inherit. It must be now said what
the aim of our Government is in the
future. It will be one of our primary
aims to keep down capital investments
in inventories, inventory carrying costs
and as far as possible losses ......

As regards purchase of spare parts it
miust be emphasized that in 1961 and 1962
there had been no purchases of spare
parts cn ‘he initiative of the present
Chairmian who then held office and all
purchases were attended to by the Board
Members themselves with the knowledge
of the respective Ministers in charge of
the fransport Board and therefore it is
incongruous and even blasphemous to
even think of what the hon. Member for
Balapitiya had to state last night against
the head cf an organization who has to
administer a staff of nearly 30,000.”

Now, Sir, as I said these are
extracts from a letter from a friend
of mire which I hope might be useful

to hon. Members on both sides of the
House.

I would like now to make a few
remarks about sport. Iwould like the
Hon. Minister when making alloca-
tiors to bodies to think of places like
the Devapathiraja Maha Vidyalaya
which won the Tarbat Challenge Cup
for a couple of years and whose
althletes hroke so many Ceylon
reccrds. Theyv have to run on the
beach. A school like that which pro-
duces some of the best athletes in
Ceylon, if the Hon. Minister could
assist them to some extent, I think
thev wor'ld be able to produce <till
better athletes. Thereforeqd when

Hewldrm @538 Dew DCe
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the Minister makes the allocations I
would recuest him to take into
consideration such schools - to00.

CRBO5Y Sem,
(8. Qaearwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

The hon. Member for Ratgama
made 2 spirited defence of his kins-
man ard former employer, the pre-
sent Chairman of the C. T. B. I do not
wish to enter into a debate with him
about the relative wealth or inheri-
tance of this worthy gentleman, but
my hon. Friend quoted from a docu-
ment whose internal evidence seems
to suggest that it was provided by a
very high official of the C. T. B. itself.
If that is so, I do not understand why
these officials do not take the respon-
sibility for their actions and why the
hon. Member cannot state that this
is a letter from such and such a per-
son. However, I do like to deal with
the central. question that has been
raised befere I get on to the points I
want to make.

& 12

We heard two points of view from
hon. Members opposite in regard to
the C. T. B. There was the point of
view of the hon. Member for Dehi-
wala-Mount Lavinia (Mr. S. de S.
Jayasingha). He was a former bus
owner, and he spoke very movingly
about the so-called plight of the for-
mer bus owners. He even expressed
his indignation that the former
Government should have given a
bonus of Rs. 150 at the end of last
year to C. T. B. employees, and stated
that it would have been better if that
money was collected and used for
payment of compensation to the for-
mer bus owners. - Mr. Chairman, you
can see that this was really an
attemvot to brine influence to bear
on the Minister to satisfy as far as
possible, the demands of the former
bus owners. I do not know the ex-
tent to which the Hon. Minister would
oblige ; that is to be seen. The Hon.
Minister is new to this ijob, and
therefore, there is not much factual
evidence by which to assess his
rec‘me, excent one or two matters
whichid want to raise later.
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A certain question has been raised
and referred to but never seriously
dealt with, and that is why I want
to deal with it; it is the central
question. It is the anxiety being felt
by hon. Members of this House over
what I would call the dual power that
existed in the Government with
~ regard to the C, T. B. The question
was posed whether the hon. Minister
is really the Minister, whether it is
really he who runs the C. T. B. We
may have our own opinions about the
Minister, but we would like to think
that the Minister is the final auhto-
rity on this question.

The question of this dual autho-
rity is rather important, because we
are deeply concerned about the
future of the C. T. B. This was the
first of the nationalized services. For
a long time the U. N. P. and some
others told the country that it was a
great mistake to have nationalized
the bus services, that they were being
run at 2 loss and that an undue
charge has been imposed on the
finances of the country, and so on and
so forth.

The hen. Member ifor Ratgama
made a big defence of the present
Chaiman, Mr. R. T. de Silva. I want
to remind the hon. Member that the
U. N. P, the main party of this
U. N. P.-Federal so-called National
Government, dismissed Mr. R. T. de
Silva from the position of Chairman
during the short period when they
were the Caretaker Government in
1960. One of the acts of Mr. Montague
Jayewickreme when he was the
Minister at that time was to dismiss
Mr. R. T. de.Silva. Obviously, the
U. N. P. at that time did not have
much confidence in Mr. R. T. de
Silva.

It was after 1960 that Mr. R. T. de

Silva was again appointed as Chair-

man of the Ceylon Transport Board
by Mr. Sarath Wijesinghe, when he
was the Minister of Communications.
In 1941, T believe he was dismissed
from this post, following that
famous Chakra Lekhana or Circular

1065 e ef @8 T
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strike, by the then Minister, the hon.
Mehmber for Minuwangoda (Mr.
de Zoysa Siriwardena). I think the
hon. Member for Minuwangoda
when he became the Minister of
Communications took that step of
removing Mr. R. T. de Silva. First
of all, you will remember, three
directors resigned when the then
Government admitted that the board
had made a mistake in relation to
that strike and subsequently Mr.
Michael Siriwardena, the then
Minister, had to remocve Mr. R. T. de
Silva. I speak subject to correction.

I wish to bring this to the notice
of the Hon. Minister. It is since 1961
that the C. T. B. started making a
profit ; it was after the changes were
made in the Board, that the C. T. B.
started making profits. The real
turning point, in fact, in the
C. T. B. was after the hon. Mem-
ber for Minuwangoda took over
the affairs of the C, T. B. After he
took over he introduced a scheme of
decentralization and tried to get the
co-operation of the workers. Before
1960, the loss incurred by the C. T. B.
was to the tune of about Rs. 13
million—almost one-third of the
annual loss of he railway. In 1361
it was rediiced to about Rs. 2 million,
then in 1962 there was a profit of
Rs. 4 million; and ever since, the
C. T. B. started to make large and
very substantial profits. These pro-
fits have been increasing thereafter
every year.

e cBth B825Qn S,

(Bcp. 19 Qeriisr 8ferser)
(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena)

Due to decentralization.

eD»@sY @,

(8. Qserner)

(Mr. Keuneman)

Due to decentralization, wvarious
other reforms that were carried out
and the fact that the workers them-
selves took an interest in the working
of the C. T. B, which developed the
C. T. B. And what are my hon.
Friends doing ? They are trying to
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bring back the old state of affairs;
they are establishing a dual authority,
as I shall show in a moment. We do
not know whether the Minister is
actually the Minister. We would like
him to be the Minister but if there
is going to be a Minister let him be
the Minister and not the board,
Sir, this is a dangerous situa-
tion that is developing in the C. T. B.
The hon. Member for Ratgama read
out some document relating to spare
parts. If there is such a large stock
of spare parts, why are these new
delegations going abroad to get spare
parts ? The question of purchasing
spare parts was one of the notorious
things that was happening in the
C.T. B. We are worried. We want
to express our deep concern at the
fact that the old state of affairs
which we thought we had got rid of
is now being gradually reintroduced.
It is precisely what the hon. Member
for Dehiwela-Mt. Lavinia (Mr. S. de
S. Jayasinghe) was talking about.
The C. T. B. had for far too long after
nationalization been run for and on
behalf of the former bus mudalalis.
It was after 1961 that we found a turn
for the better in the fortunes of the
C. T. B. and that turn is continuing
in a progressive way. But, what is
happening now ? There is a great
feali( that they want to put the clock
back.

Now, Sir, I want to raise two speci-
fic matters. One concerns the actions
taken by the Minister since he
became a Minister. But, before I
proceed further I want to register my
strong protest and condemnation at
the refusal of the C. T. B. to transport
daily papers like “Aththa” and
“ Jana Dina ” on the ground that they
are political newspapers. My hon.
Friends on that side often accused
the former Government of doing
things that were wrong. But, may I
say, that the former Government
never stopped the C. T. B. from frans-
porting newspapers, evenjnewspapers
which were openly hostile {6 them™?

Bewldn @578 94w DCW

1604

—om EEnd
B8@ed] @l B. dw Mdsnwm e,
(g¥ m»BOE C)

(Bawd PpPwrCer i ©. UeTLrr
[T & S— 9] & ST SV

(Mrs. Sirimavo R. D. Bandaranaike—
Attanagala)

Freedom of the press.

OB Y.
(B Gaerwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

The decision of the Government to
prohibit the C. T. B. carrying these
two newspapers, is a clear case of
political discrimination and abuse of
power. I ask my good Friends, is
C. T. B. the only means of public com-
munication that you are running?
The railway is carrying these news-
papers, the postal service is carrying
these newspapers, but you are using
your power in the C. T. B. to prevent
the newspapers from being carried
by the C. T. B. buses. Why ?

ob sy Hobewy

(Qzerreas &S SN amar)

(An hon. Member)

The C. T. B. employees were dis-
tributing the papers.

eDHPH e,

(8w Q& 67 LDGIT )

(Mr. Keuneman)

if the C. T. B. employees were dis-
tributing the papers then stop them
from doing that. In that case you
can say that the C. G. R. employees
are also distributing the papers. The
comments of the hon. Member for
Beruwala (Mr. M. Abdul Bakeer
Markar) show not only his prejudice g
but also his ignorance. I can excuse .
the hon. Member who is a new
Member, but the Hon. Minister must
know.

The hon. Members opposite ob-
viously hope that they could cripple -
or stop altogether these newspapers.
That has not happened despite the
hanyiand the papers are circulating
guite well.
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This is an act of political discrimi-
nation, an abuse of power for narrow
partisan political purposes. That must
't.)e strongly condemned. Newspapers
in this country are registered under
the law. A newspaper must be re-
gistered. If the C. T. B. decides not
to carry any newspaper at all that is
its business. If it says it has no space
in its buses to carry any newspapers
it is perfectly entitled to say so. But
what does the C. T. B. do now ? The
C. T. B. is usurping the right to dis-
tinguish between one newspaper and
another which are all registered as
newspapers by the G. P. O.

What right has the C. T. B. to dis-
criminate in that manner ? Can they
discriminate among passengers and
say that only people who voted for
the U. N. P. will be taken in the buses
or that only people who are prepared
to support the U. N. P.-Federal Gov-
ernment will be carried in the buses ?
Can you discriminate among passen-
gers like that ? You cannot. This is
utter political partisanship and utter
misuse of power.

Tt is only now they have introduced
this new distinction between news-
papers. They are going to carry the
so-called national newspapers and
not the so-called political newspapers.
So far as the law is concerned, there
is only one thing called a newspaper,

namely, what is registered in the’

G. P. O. as a newspaper in accordance
with the Act passed in this House. So
far as I can see, according to your de-
finition, a national newspaper is a
newspaper that supports the National
Government and a political news-
paper is a newspaper that supports
the Opposition. This is the only
possible meaning of these two terms.
Are they saying that the Lake House
press, the “ Dawasa ” and the SE5un
the Times papers and all these other
papers are not political ?

It will be very interesting to know
what they will have to say about the
« Jana Hitha ” which Esmond Wick-
remasinghe, the Hon. Minister of
State, and even the Hon. Prime
Minister are now starting. I suppose

1965 e e @RS T
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that is also a national newspaper pet-
forming a national service! |
asking this because my Hon. Friends
are doing things, not only in a parti-
san way but also in an illegal way.

The Hon. Minister has already been
hauled up before the Courts in a case

of compensation paid by the Petro-
leum Corporation. He seems to have

no regard for the law even in this

matter. I do not know the extent to

which he initiated this policy, but he |
And |

I want to register my very strong

has participated in this policy.

objection to this discrimination.

The daily papers are publishing all |
sorts of things and are openly attack- |
ing Members of the Opposition ; of |

course, they have a right to do so.
We have to reply to them.

The previous Government carried
511 these monopoly newspapers even
when they tried to nationalize the
papers. Even when they were being
called all sorts of names,
transported the papers in the X B,
buses. So, the Government must
give us an explanation for this poli-
tical partisanship. We condemn it f
now accuse the Government of going

further. I accuse the Government of
trying to assist the monopoly news- |

papers in this country.

Sir, it is not a secret that the |

audited bureau of circulation figures
show that since the starting of papers

like the “Aththa” and the “Jana |
Dina ”, the circulation of the Sinhala

newspapers of these monopoly groups
has gone down. Lake House, parti-
cularly, is affected to the extent of
something like twenty to twenty-five
per cent. decrease in its sales. The
“« Dawasa-Sun ” group has been re-
duced to the most ludicrous type of
antics to carry out sales promotion ;
bill boys on tricycles or others with
boards are sent marching and
shouting to boost up their sales.

And, now, what are my Friends
doing ? They are becoming an in-
strument of the monopoly news-
papers, using the C. T. B. and the

they still |

I am |
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Ministry for this purpose in order to
encourage their sales. They were
always saying the former Govern-
ment wanted to nationalize Lake
House. They said that that was not
the way to break the monopoly of the
press, and that the only way to break
the monopoly was to have more and
moere newspapers. But more news-
papers have been started to fight the
monopoly. If they sincerely believe
what they said, they should encour-
age those newspapers, or, at least, do
nothing to prevent their circulation.
They were talking with their tongues
in their cheeks. They were then
talking to help the monopoly news-
papers ; now they are misusing the
power of the Government for this
purpose, and we must very strongly
protest against this discrimination.

&, on. 1215

The second point is in regard to the
question of the recognition of unions
by the Ceylon Transport Board. This
is a matter for which I am not
blaming the Hon. Minister. He has
tried to do his duty as far as I know.
I refer, particularly, to the question
of the recognition of the United
Motor Workers’ Union, with which I
am associated—a member of the
Ceylon Federation of Trade Unions.
Up to quite recently, up to the time
of this Government, there were only
four recognized unions. After this
Government came into power, it re-
cognized the National Employees’
Union, a U. N. P. union. How was
this done ? The National Employees’
Union sent up a list of about a
thousand people who they said were
members of their union and, on that
basis, the Government recognized this
U. N. P. union. That was all that
was asked. In the same way when
the United Motor Workers’ Union
asked to be recognized they were
asked to submit a list, and they sub-
mitted a list of about three thousand
people, which they said was their
membership. Subsequently, the Min-
ister went into the matter and issued
a letter to the Chairman of the Board,
a copy of which I have seen’ because

@53
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he sent it to our union. It was 3 re-
quest from the Minister that any
union that had more than a thousand
members should be recognized.
Apparently, my Hon. Friend wasg
trying to follow the principle that
he had followed in the case of the
U. N. P. union. Very well. That is
consistent. Up to date the C. T. B.
has been refusing to carry out that
request of the Hon. Minister. All
sorts of dodges have been used. First
of all, there was the talk of a referen-
dum. Then there was the so-called
consultation at Werahera ; no work-
ers turned up for the consultation,
and the C. T. B. had to retreat in dis-
order. Even the Department of
Labour protested against what was
going on. Now, an attempt has
been made to bring about a new
confusion. Now they say, “Let
there be letters from people asking
that deductions should be made from
the pay sheets”. I say, “ Recognize
these unions, and then see about the
deductions ”. Why do you not follow
the procedure that was followed in
the case of the U. N. P. union ?

I want to ask the Hon. Minister
this question: Are you the Minis-
ter, or is somebody else trying to run
the show ? 1If it is your policy that
something should be done, you have
powers under the Act to issue a
specific instruction to the board. If
the board is not carrying out your
request, I ask you to use your powers
and issue that instruction under the
Motor Transport Act. The Board is
legally bound to carry it out. I am
very sorry that a situation in which
dual powers are exercised should be
allowed to exist because it is not a
healthy sign either for parliamentary
government or for the affairs of the
G b

I want to make one last point about
the C.T.B. 1 must say. that :the
C. T. B. has now come up with a new
story that the total number of mem-
bers of unions is more than the num-
ber of employees; therefore, the
whole matter is unsatisfactory. We
all know that workers are often
members of more than one union.
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Several unions have more or less the
same objectives, and workers often
belong to more than one of these
unions. In any case, there is no law
which says that you can belong fo
only one union. A worker is entitled
to be a member of all unions in
Ceylon. I do not, therefore, see how
this can be a question that affects the
matter in issue.

On the question of sports, I want
to say that I strongly welcome the
decision to start a Department of
Sports. It is a good step. Looking
at the Members opposite, I think this
Minister is probably the fittest person
to be in charge of it. In spite of his
other faults, he has taken an active
interest in sport. However, I want
to ask the Government whether it is
serious about this Department of
Sports, or whether it is an attempt to
project the Minister. If the Govern-
ment is seriously interested in pro-
moting sport, then this provision of
Rs. 500,000 is totally and utterly
inadequate for the purpose. My
Hon. Friend will not even be able to
set up his Department of Sports with
the Rs. 500,000.
chairs, tables, and salaries. We do
not want a whole lot of bureaucrats
running sports. We want active
assistance to the organizations that
are promoting sports activities. To
start with, at least Rs. 3 million must
be given to this department. I am
sorry the Hon. Minister of Finance is
not here. This is a matter in which
the Opposition will support you in
pushing forward this idea of a
Department of Sports. At least,
Rs. 3 million must be given to it.

Now that a Department of Sports
has been started, I want to ask the
Hon. Minister what he proposes to do
about the suggestion to have a
national sports council. This was
mooted in the time of the Ilast
Government, and I gave notice of a
Motion asking for the establishment
of a sports council. The Government
has taken no action to re-introduce

that Bill. I do not know whether the
Government intends to have a
national sports council. Perhaps,

after the experience of the Arts

1965 e RS 7
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Council the Government is afraid
of cliquism. If it is not their
intention to have a national sports
council, how does the new Depart-
ment of Sports and the Ministry
seek to enlist the co-operation
of the wvarious voluntary orga-
nizations which are dealing with
sports ? Unless you do that, it will
not be possible to make any real pro-
gress in assisting sports activities. I
ask the Hon. Minister to clarify that
point.

Secondly, now that we have a
Ministry and a Department of Sports,
we must see that greater attention
is paid to the early training of the
teams that we send to compete in the
Olympics. All other Governments
regards it as a special problem. They
do not make selections at the last
moment ; they go out of their way
to select promising sportsmen and
athletes and assist them to get experi-
ence in international competitions.
There are many types of sports in
which we ean compete like boxing
and swimming. We need this drive
and that is why we need the money
also. I must tell the Government
that the money spent on helping the
Department of Sports is well spent
and we will not grudge you a single
cent on that question. Bring the
proposal and we will give our vote.
It is a very important aspect of the
development of sports.

ad o&. @, LwDBRy (Sds @B
83 gD B Srefnidey v e
g6 @ WOwy S8EAC ydBea'w i@
ey e »P)

(Osorray Cep. opi. eouieut ger—@)rn
MITES  ILDSF & (THLD 97 B 9@ g F T HILb
urgertny Qaefldloisrr  oemws s giib

L @nLeT s &miflis gl Gluyih)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene—
Minister of State and Parliamantary
Secretary to the Prime Minister and

Minister of Defence and External Affairs)

Find the money.
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(ﬁ,‘)@ Gl eor Lo eor )
(Mr. Keuneman)

There will be complete unanimity

' in the House.

I would like to ask the Hon.

. Minister to explain to us what his

Intentions are in the matter of the
development of sport.

28, ¢dgd ARE @B . (604
2¢)

(8. erb. oyliged UTEEBT Dr&Eri—
G’af@sm%n)

(Mr. M. Abdul Bakeer Markar—Beru-
wala)

I am really grateful to the hon.
Third Member for Colombo Central
(Mr. Keuneman) for the little

~ advice he has given me and also for

mentioning that I am inexperienced
in politics.

D™D sY S,
(5. Qseriwer)
(Mr. Keureman)

I did not say so. I said you were

" a new Member here.

&Dec RS w8 e,
(2@ oylige uréSi wrésri)
(Mr. Abdul Bakeer Markar)

I followed it that way.

eHDAsY s,

( r@@ Q& eriner )
(Mr. Keuneman)

I said you were a new Member in
this House.

GREC VRS zE @ca,

(2@ oim:e ur&@ir wrésr)

(Mr. Abdul Bakeer Markar)

I am new to this House and I am
new to parliamentary politics, but I
might mention at this stage that I
have been consistent in my political
views. The hon. Member today
spoke in eulogistic terms about the
C. T. B. and what they have done.

I heard others also say that. They

speak so much of the S. L. ¥, P. May

Bewldzm @538 T D e
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I point out to the hon. Third Member
for Colombo Central that it was he
who said some time back that the
entire production of soap here is not
enough to remove or clean up the
corruption in the S. L. F. P. Govern-
ment. I am consistent in all my
Views.

oY D,

(&5, Qaarier)

(Mr. Keuneman)

I said that at the time of the
murder of Mr. Bandaranaike.

gREE DRE &wmE o,

(m@r tigme® uréGr wrésri)

(Mr. Abdul Bakeer Markar)

In spite of the experience of the
hon. Third Member for Colombo
Central, he is like the weathercock
and he changes now and then in
order to suit the set-up in which they
are placed.

In regard to the distribuiion of the
“Aththa ” paper, I think his colleague
from Colombo Central yesterday
explained in very lucid terms what
prompted the Government to stop
the transport of political papers,
“ Aththa ”, “ Naththa ”, “Janahitha ”
or whatever it is or even the
“Siyarata ”.

We are aware that during the
elections the C. T. B. drivers and
conductors were used to distribute
their papers.

eHMsY s,

( ,5‘7@ Gl T LD GIT )

(Mr. Keuneman)
That is not correct.

&RC AR @& @con,

(@l oylme ursEr wrsarr)

(Mr. Abdul Bakeer Markar)

I am sure of my facts as to what
happened in my constituency.

DO BY S,

(8. Qaarwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

You were not in the Government.
“Jana Dina” was started after this
Government came into power.
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gDl ARE Nwd Ao,

(@ LI Lr&&ET wr&esri)

(Mr. Abdul Bakeer Markar)

I know that some of those buses
went out of route in order to have
the papers distributed and handed
over at particular centres. If the
National Government has put a stop
to such activities, I think we must be
thankful to them because they are
seeing to it that Government money
is not wasted. I will leave the rest
to the Hon. Minister to answer. I
accepted the challenge.

I am very happy that the hon.
Member for Agalawatta (Mr. Anil
Moonesinghe) is walking into the
House. Yesterday he gave a good
lot of advice to the Hon. Minister
of Nationalized Services as to the
manner in which employees should
be recruited, the manner in which
qualifications should be looked into
and the manner in which the C. T. B.
should be run. But I might tell
that hon. Member, the ex-Minister,
“ petter check up your notes, check
up your conscience, find out whether
during your own days you practised
what you preach today ™. Think of
your good old friend, Kulasinghe, the
Road Inspector attached to the Matu-
gama Depot. It was the Minister at
that time, the hon. Member for
Agalawatta, who allotted to that
Kulasinghe a special motor cycle to
carry on his political activities.

aBRE @@mB-n Sw. (gacdy ®)
(Bmw. oo aparRBs—IsOUEDS)
(Mr. Anil Moonesinghe—Agalawatte)
Not at all.

oDl BBS @iE Dctn.

(@)Ll 9jL1&1e Ur&@Er rEEri)

(Mr. Abdul Bakeer Markar)

Please be silent. You will have it
in a little while. And this very
Kulasinghe used that motor bicycle
regardless of instruction given by the
depot manager. He used his own
petrol permits and obtained petrol.
He took the motor bicycle from the
depot at any time he wanted. Of
course, the depot manager could not
allow such a thing to go on in that
way. He called Mr. Kulasinghe and

1965 e @S T
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said, “Look here, this is a C. T. B. :
vehicle, you cannot take the vehicle |
out without my permission.” This |
was a perfectly legal order. He |
turned round and said, “I have got | |
the Minister’s orders and I am here |
to do as I want.” The depot manager

was a man with a certain amount of

responsibility, he was not going to be

intimidated by the political powers

of the Minister. He said, “ No, you
might have dealings with the Minis-

ter, but my orders are these. e

got down the petrol shed keeper and |
told him not to issue petrol fto |
Mr. Kulasinghe, unless the issue
order was countersigned by him. He

called the watcher and told him not §
to allow Mr. Kulasinghe to take the §
motor bicycle out unless he had the E
depot manager’s permission. What &
happened afterwards ? The Minister §
himself had to send orders to the |
manager to see that that motor §
bicycle was released for his use. l 5

This very Mr. Kulasinghe is a manig
who is supposed to have worked'g
overtime. In one month he put in#
more than ninety hours of overtime. &

1|

eBC @Entiord Do,

(B, gallo qparbiias) |
(Mr. Anil Moonesinghe) P
On a point of Order, Sir. 1 haveg
denied this story and my hon. Friend®
must take my denial, instead of
which he is repeating it. There isg§
not a single order I have issued inf
this respect. I would ask my hon?

b
Fale
=

Friend to accept my denial. =
IO b o [OF £

: e -r'.‘
(ys@rreari)
(The Chairman) fg'f

If an hon. Member of this Hous¢#
denies a particular allegation, it is fmg
the hon. Member who made the alle|
gation to accept such denial. That i:g
the practice in this House. '

c
-
e

e

oPel DG 8 Be
(@)L LG Ur&Er r&sri) i
(Mr. Abdul Bakeer Markar) ;
If he denies, I accept it. I only men
tioned the circumstances. I will cit}
some other instance. There was on!

ey PR
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[¢R¢c aB8 @:xmd @]

Sirisena of Badureliya. If you deny
this too I will accept 1t. This Sirisena
was not actually employed by the
C.T. b., he was employed at one tima
as a care-taker of buses. He was pa
Rs. 5 per bus. There were six busce
he had to look after and he was paid
Rs. 30 a month. This man worked for
six months and at the end of the six
months he made an application to the
depot manager asking that he be con-
firmed. The depot manager pointed
out to him that he was not entitled to
be confirmed. Sirisena said that he
would get that done and subse-
quently, what happened to him ?
When the hon. Member for Agala-
watte was Minister in charge of the
C. T. B. he was appointed as a
mechanic on a wage of Rs. 5.60 a day

- and he is an employee still at the

Werahera depot. He was a man who
knew next to nothing about motor
mechanism.

I mentioned this fact because I
accepted the hon. Member’s chal-

. lenge. Then, on the 10th of October,
« 1964, at 8.30 .M. the hon. Member for

Agalawatte, who was then Minister,
went to the Matugama depot and
gave certain instructions. One such
instruction was in regard to employ-
ment of casual labourers. The depot
manager pointed out to the Minister
that his cadre was full, but the Min-
ister turned round and told the depot
manager that he must carry out his
instructions.

eBC @2n8o @,

(5. gyafley aper@ria)
(Mr. Anil Moonesinghe)

I deny that.

'a;. ), 12.30

(?@Q@a DRE @198 Do
(8@ oyligd® Lrs@i wrésri)
(Mr. Abdul Bakeer Markar)

May I know what the hon. Memher
s denying ?

Bewldm 537 LeT DG

1616

—zED 360D
GBC @enliory @,
(8m. gefle par A Es )
(ber. Anil Moonasinghe)
I deny thait the depot manager told
me that these people could not be
employed as he already had employ-

yees over and above the cadre. He
had full right to employ them:.

GREE ABRE 18 @c,

(@)L ylisme LrsF LOT &&ITiT )

(Mr. Abdul Bakeer Markar)

What the depot manager stated was,

the number I have is sufficient and
No more men were needed.

DALY s,
(8. Qaserwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)
- Were you present ?

¢CE ARE 198 @c,

(@ Ylise urs@i LOT &G aSmT )

(Mr. Abdul Bakeer Marker)

I am aware of the facts because I
am from thalt area. Then again, it is a
fact that when four persons reported
for work he refused to give them
work. Subsequently, there was a
painter whom he wanted employed.
That painter was also refused work.
The person who was in charge of
the Matugama Depot was one
Senanayake. True to the name of
Senanayake he acted with a sense
of responsibility.

IS TN IOES BROTE

(8w. Qsarwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

What do you say about Deshapriya
Senanayake ?

gReC DBRE @8 @can,
(@ lim® urs@r DT &GETT) -~
(Mr. Abdul Bakeer Markar)

When his officer refused to do these
wrong things he was transferred from
one place to another. i

There were instances where the
hon. Member for Agalawatta had used
C. T. B. vehicles for his own election
work and for election propaganda.—
{interruption].
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gl O5Y. 98, cuecdd

(seorfl 8 erer. erib. QuGrrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

That story has been denied. This
happened yesterday also. This is one
oi tne matters that 1is betore the
courts on an election petition. I do
not think it is fair for hon. Members
to get up here and make partial state-
ments. This matter is under discussion
at the moment in the courts.

aé euIBHodecsy

(Qaorray 9)ms S Sl UL,

(An hon. Member)

This is to be challenged in the
courts. Why cannot it be stated ?

@Be OnY. 20, cuedd

(serflf erer. arib. QuCrar)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

You cannot make statements here

on a matter which is before the courts.
You ought to know the rules.—

[Interruption].

The hon. Speaker can give a ruling
on lthat matter.

23 BBRHS

(ysQrreari )

(The Chairman) ~

Order, please! Will the hon.
Member please go on?

ﬁ@ge“' aRE @& D

(et oL SI™ LrEBi Lr&srir)

(Mr. Abdul Bakeer Markar)

I am only quoting from reports of
cases relating to what took place at
the time.

@i S5 3. ewedd
(soor ) eTer. erib. QuCrom)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)
~ That does not mean that you can
make statements here on a matter
that is sub judice.

a®eC 2RY S8 e,

(@)Lt 9|15 LT EET er &SI )

(Mr. Abdul Bakeer Markar)

As to whether it is sub judice or
whether we cannot discuss it, I will
leave it to the Chair.

1618
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eneHNS
(ys@rraeri)
(The Chairman)
The hon. Member may avoid that |
matter, and his time is also up. |

T of ARE 8 .

(@ LI LT&@T Wr&Sri)

(Mr. Abdul Bakeer Markar)

I have a number of matters which
I want to bring to ithe notice of this
House to show how the hon. Member, | ¢
who preaches ethics today had not |
been conducting himself in the
manner in which he wants us to |
conduct ourselves.

There are certain other matters ¢
which I would like to bring to the | §
notice of the Hon. Minister as regards
my constituency—- -

e3enB BN

(gs@rreant)

(The Chairman)

Order please! The hon. Member
has no time. He has been speaking of
various other matters without speak- |
ing about his electorate. I am sorry I g
cannot allow him further time. I have :
a list of other speakers before me.

SN

{ﬂ\

f#@g@g ARE Sr1d Dew.
(e SjLIse urS@r wréari)
(Mr. Abdul Bakeer Markar)

I bow to your Ruling.

s
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Mr. Chairman, the hon. Membelf
for Moneragala said that the honf
Member for Beruwala (Mr. Bakeell
Markar) was not familiar with factsh
It may be true that the hon. Membe t
for Beruwala is not familiar witlh
facts, but the hon. Member fof
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Moneragala is also not familiar with
facts. ‘I'ne public of Ceylon knows
how the C. I. B. was run during the
days of the election campaign. I do
nhot want to waste my time in speak-
ing about that as many hon.
Members have done so.

I would appeal to the Hon. Minister
to see that the estate areas are also
provided with bus services. There
are a large number of estates with
several miles of roads but without any
buses plying on those roads. When-

- éver an application is made to the
Hon. Minister or the department, the
excuse is that the P. W. D. has not
sanctioned the road. I wish to

' remind the Hon. Minister and the
department that 4-ton and 5-ton
lorries ply on these roads and there
is no reason why small buses cannot
‘be permitted to ply on them. Planta-

'tion areas have been badly neglected
iin this respect, and I would ask the

' Hon. Minister to give thought to my
request and see that these areas are
served by buses.

With regard to the bus service
_proper, it is really not Very encourag-
ing to see buses on almost all the
roads running heavily crowded. In
the old days when these buses were
run by the private sector, the police
was very sharp to prosecute over-

| loaded buses. T am not saying, now

that the service has been nation-
alised, that the police must prosecute
or take them to task. However, that
loes not mean that the Hon. Minister
n charge of nationalized services
thould not make adequate arrange-
nents to provide an efficient bus
ervice to the public. Tt is not an
incommon sight to see buses erowded

| vith women having infants in their

rms and old people having to travel

I ——.,

niles and miles standing. The con-
| |uctors too find it difficult to collect
ares because they are not able to
a0ve about in a crowded bus. By
ne time the bus reaches its desti-
ation the passengers would also
ave left the bus and gone away
ithout paying. I would ask the
'on. Minister to put these things

'g.tlt.
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Then there is the question of
PIOper maintenance of vehicies and
buildings. I am not saying that these
services should be given back to the
private companies, but it must be
admitted that in the old days when
these services were run by them they
maintained the vehicles angd build-
ings well. Today even colour-wagh-
ing of petrol sheds and maintenance
of vehicles are not attended to. I do
not think you will see 1 single bus
without even a slight damage—may
be even a dent on a mudguard. All
that means that the employees are
not so national-minded. If 5 private
car owner can look after his car, with
a paid employee as a driver, and
maintain the car for ten to fifteen
years, I cannot understand why
equal importance should not be
given to maintenance by the C. T. B.
authorities and the employees them-
selves. I would even g0 so far as to
commend the grant of a bonus to
drivers and conductors for maintain-
ing their vehicles, for keeping them
clean and making them look in the
way they should. I have been told
by several bassengers that they
would prefer to go standing instead
of sitting because the seats are very
unclean and dirty. All these are
matters which have got to be looked
into. If a proper check is made, these
vehicles can be used for a longer
period than they are being used
now.

The next question is in regard to
sports. I would ask the Hon. Minister
to give equal opportunities for those
living in the rural and plantation
areas. In the wrban and municipal
areas they have got their playgrounds
and even their stadia. I would like
to tell you, and you yourself may
have seen, that after the paddy
harvests are over, the village youths
run to the closest paddy fields and
play cricket, football and national
games. They do not have the oppor-
tunity during the time of the paddy
harvest or when the tea crop is
heing harvested to have any games,
This is.a vital matter and I am sure
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the Minister of Sports, the sports-

man that he is, will be fair and do
justice in the matter of sports.

WSRO

(o &&Erraari)

(The Chairman)

The hon. Member’s time is up.
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It is a pleasure for me to follow \;
my hon. Colleague. My respect for if
my hon. Colleague has grown tocla‘:,i'[j
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because he has been frank enough to
admit on the Floor of this House that
bus employees
He said quite
frankly that most of the bus conduc-
work against the
part in politics and
hecause there was a feeling
at that time that the buses would be
bus mudalalis if
This
propaganda was indulged in
and premoted by hon. Members of the
SL.F.P. and the candidates of the
S.L.F.P. at the last election. The hon.
First Member for Akurana has quite
That is why
for him has

they did mislead the
at the last elections.

tors and drivers did
U.N.P,, did take
that was

harded back to the
the U.N.P. came into power.
type of

frankly admitted this.
I say that my respect
grown,

He spoke of the Yahaletenne hus
service. I remember that service.

During the last election a bus was
broucht,
pared 10 open the new service at
Yahaletenne provided an S.L.F.P.
office was cpened in that village. That
was the condition that was laid down.
Actually I never wanted to indulge
in “politicking” in relation to the
CTB. but I am forced to mention
this matter.

During the last election the people
of Yahaletenne were told, “ You open
an S.L.F.P. office and yiou will have
| this bus service from tomorrow. ”
| All glory to the people of Yahale-
tenne. They said, “We shall walk
but we shall not sell our votes at the
boint of intimidation !” This was the
potition. We must admit that the last
Government did use the C.T.B. for its
political rurposes. I do not want to

| mention names, but they did do so,
;| The greatest vote of confidence in our
. meetings was passed by the C.T.B.
| because whenever we had a meeting
| there were no buses. There were
| plenty of buses but they all had the
| destination board reading “ Depot ”.

¢ Gt BSDEQDD @,
(8. v Qerdisr @faﬁem:'r‘gssar)

i (Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena)
: What is the position now®

BIewss E5) x5 ®ew D

The Government was pre-

1652

—NEW 60D
N .
(@)L anfs)
«Mr, Hameed)
What is the position now ? I would
like to ask you that.

&nda dxY, 98, cuelsd)

(seorfl& eres. erih. QuGrirr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

You do the same thing.

»H3D ¢,
(2@l anlbs)
(Mr. Hameed)
We do not.

Glw By, 98, cuels

(s B8 ererr. erib. QuGrrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I will rroduce a letter signed by

your Minister—[Interruption]. At
Kurunegala

ofd, 8. Rwtd LT NdrNwm O,
(ec®e®)

(8. erds. oy L wew LIGHTL_ T 0[5 115 &—
QarGL)

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike—Dompe)

Ask the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary,

G DuY, 98, cuels

(saorpl& eresr. erib. QuGrar)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I have got a copy of that.

D& LoD

(Q@erres FE T EHTTF)
(The Hon. Sugathadasa)
Which Minister ?

@l Oz, 98. oseld:
(sarfl& ereir. erib. QuBrar)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

You! Ifis under your signature !
Asgking the people to work——

& HOBEts

(Oserres ssssrs)

{(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

Wil . vou kindly produce that

letten?
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pnda Y, O8. eueds
(soorB@ erer. erb. QuGruar)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

It is not a letter. Instructions were
posted on the notice board——

NG WADEIES
(Qserres &SSFHTF)

(‘it.e Hon. Sugathadasa)
Under my signature ?

g8 0¥, 98, enedd
(seor £l @ erev. erib. QuCrsr)
(Lr. N. M. Perera)

Yes !

ad s

(Qserreu &&SEGTF)

{The Hon. Sugathadasa)

I want you to produce it.

@DBe 07, 9. cuedd

(sor BB erer. erib. QuGrrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Do not challenge me because I can
produce other letters also !

Q& BHWEES
(Qserras &&SHTE)

(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

I am rct at all worried.
you to produce it.

I want

@8 xY, 8. cveld

(sr BB erar. erth. QuUGrar)

{(Dr. N. M. Perera)

You are doing the same thing that
you are accusing the previous
Government of having done.

D& BODIGIES

(Qaerray & & &5 ST F )

(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

The last Government did use the
¢ T B. for its political purposes.

»nID Do

(2@ apibs)

(Mr Hameed)

I want vou to look into what the
CT.B. proposes to do about
“ pelehing "—[Interruptiond:

1066 e ef @8 7
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— el atnd

BB BRNS

(Ys@rreant)

(The Chairman)

The hon. Member is being disturbed
by your interruptions.

qéa@azﬁca DY, ©8. eseld
(soor B8 erar. erib. QuUCrrr)
(Lr. N. M. Perera)

This is a private conversation
between myself and the Hon.
Mirister.

Ofdd, @l Rwtd DL WONWD Do |
(B@. erus. . Lwew LT TTBrGS) |
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

S.He should be asked to address you,
iT.

BwIE @cn.

(me@l anibs)

(Mr. Hameed) :

I am addressing you, Sir, and it is |
not the business of the hon. Member |
for Dompe to instruct you what to |
tell me and what not.

|
E;
I
I

The next matter I wish to touch :-i
upon is the matter of belching buses. |
Specially in the Kandyan areas |
driving a private vehicle has become i
almost impossible. The C. T. B. must
taka some steps to see that belching|
of buses is eliminated. Otherwise,|
the police can take action. The police |
should be instructed to prosecute the|
offenders under the Motor Traffic|
Act. Not only should buses transport
passengers from one place to another,
but that service should be done in|
such a way as not to inconvenience|
the other users of the road, speciaﬂy“
the private motorists. |

The next point I would raise With!
the Hon. Minister is on the matter of}
collections. Roughly, the daily col-
lections of the C. T. B. are about five|
lakhs of rupees. The conductors go
and surrender this cash at the depots
at the end of the day, but it will
surprise you and shock you to hear
that these conductors are not issued|
receipts for the cash they surrender |
Vou will be aware, Sir, of the normal|

S
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procedure in Government depart-
ments in regard to the surrender of
money. Whenever cash is surren-
dered the person surrendering the
cash is issued a receipt. Here is
a concern where the daily collection
is about five lakhs of rupees, but at
the depots receipts are not issued to
conductors handing in the collection.

I am bringing this matter to the
notice of the Hon. Minister because
thing to
remedy this state of affairs. It may
be contended by the C. T. B. authori-
ties that the amount collected can be
checked on the way-bills and that
way-bills are signed. But, in my
view, the signing of way-bills alone
is not sufficient to eliminate
corruption.

I would also like to bring one
matter to the notice of the Hon.
Minister, now that a Ministry for

- Sports has also been set up under

the Minister of N ationalized Services.
On occasions when inter-school or

| island-wide sports meets are held
| threughout the country there is no

difficulty for big schools to send their

| children to participate in such meets,
| If rural schools want their children

to take part in such meets they have

| to get railway passes from the
| Education Department,

To give an instance : next week we
are having an island-wide meet in
Jaffna, but most of the rural school
children will be unable to take part

|in this meet because the Education
' Department has
'schools that funds are not available
‘to give the necessary passes.

intimated to the

I should think it would be a very
simple matter, now that the Minister
for Sports is also the Minister for
Nationalized Services, for the Hon.
Minister to see, whenever we have
inter-school meets at a provincial or
island-wide level, that poor children
who cannot afford to pay are given
free passes by the C. T. B. This is
not a difficult thing. If the Hon,
Minister would only act immediately

1656

—mnem ©end

in this matter, children from rural
schools will be able to take part not
only in meets this year but also at
least, even in the meet in Jaffna next
week.

Next, I would like to ask the Hon.
Minister whether he has any plans
to improve the tours section of the
C. T. B. As matters stand today,
schools, and even members of the
publie, desiring to go on pilgrimages
have to depend on the private touring
bus companies, and private touring
bus companies are few. If one wishes
to use a C. T. B. bus for a tour, one
has to make a booking a month or
even more in advance, and even then
one is not certain of a bus. I think
it would be a good thing for the Hon.
Minister to consider having a touring
section in the C. T. B. so that school
children specially could be given
touring buses at cheap rates. Now
that the Hon. Minister is getting
more buses I think it should not be a
problem.

AL, @8, Re e e S
(B, et gy Cwew LIS LT T TGS )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

How many ?

0D .

(@) amibs)

(Mr. Hameed)

He will tell you. Next I wish to
appeal to the Hon. Minister to see that
when they purchase buses they do not
bring into the country only big buses,
whether they be double-deckers or
single-deckers, because in the
Kandyan areas we cannot use big
buses. We need more and more
D-type, small buses. Whenever we
want a new route opened in the
Kandyan areas, or whenever we ask
for buses, the reply is that there are
no buses and if there are buses that
they cannot be run on our roads. So
I would appeal to the Hon. Minister
to see that we get down more D-type
buses.

I wonder whether the Hon. Minis-
ter would seriously think of co-ordi-
rating trahsport at some point. Now
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we have the C. T. B. and the Railway.
There is absolutely no relationship
between these two; there Iis
absolutely no understanding. Some
sort of central co-ordination is neces-
sary between the C. T. B. and the
Railway and even the airways. There
should be some form of co-ordination
and understanding.

q.eoa. 3

_ There have been many people em-
ployed in the C. T. B. who have been
dismissed on various grounds. I am
not in any way holding a brief for
people who have been dismissed on
grounds like misappropriation. When
a person works in the C. T. B. as a
driver or a conductor and loses his
job, he has nothing else to look
forward to. So I wish to suggest that
where C. T. B. workers have lost
their jobs—of course, not on account
of very serious charges—that they be
considered for re-recruitment after
three years, if the charges are not of
a very grave nature.

Then I come to the case of certain
persons who worked in bus compa-
nies before the take-over. After
nationalization, most of these people
were absorbed into the C. T. B. In
1959 there was a Gazette notification
asking all those who had been work-
ing in bus companies to apply for
employment. Some got in, some did
not. There are a large number of
these bus company employees who
did not get employment. I hope the
Hon. Minister will look into such
cases.

Finally, there are people who
worked in the bus companies when
they were owned by private indivi-
duals. Those who worked as conduc-
tors had to give deposits. In some
cases, these deposits have still not
been returned. The former oOwners
maintained that it was up to the
C. T. B. to repay these deposits. It is
bad enough for a man to lose his job,
but to lose his deposit of Rs. 250 as
well is unbearable. I hope the
Minister will go into it.

1065 e @8 T
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(The Hon. Sugathadasa)
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(Mr. Prins Gunasekera)
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A& HWOMEE

(Qasorres &a&&55r&)

(The Hon. Sugathadasa)
@® I ¥ éew

GHBY .

845y 08,

g3 qemednd .
(8. 9feren @emCrésr)
(Mr. Prins Gunasekera)
& Cotned——

Al WADGE

(Qserras #&55TE)

(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

It works in theory, but not in

practice.

@mresh Oy, O8. cueds

(soor & erer. erib. QuGrrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Absurd! You do not know any
of the latest trends.
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(8. Qeren @ Crssar)

(Mr. Prins Gunasekera)
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. (Dr. N. M. Perera)
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,  @ICowcsd Dan,

¢ (. Qaalssr)
. (Mr. Welagedera)
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— NS WENd

a& ¥HDlecny
(Qeorras ymsgsanr @HavIT )
(An hon. Member)

IO eang Ve ?

Hndw duY. 99, cweds

(@arfiG) ereir. erib. QuUGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Very good!

eICenes D,

(8. Qs sr)
(Mr. Welagedera)
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(sorfl& erer. erib. QuUGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)
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(8. Qaabssr)
(Mr. Welagedera)
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(Dr. N. M. Perera)
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(8®. Qaalssr)
(Mr. Welagedera)
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(Dr. N. M. Perera)
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od@ewcd .
(8. Qaualszr)
(Mr. Welagedera)
ANee et h NBoNEdD BRewsyem,
c® SRVwOR :

(14 2 L] . .
His work is good. His conduct is

good. He is extremely trustworthy, loyal
and very honest.”

GaHle DY, 99, cued8bh
(sor 5 erar. erw. QuGrsr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

e, Den® Bwusyen ?

edCencs Vwa.

(8. Qaelsgr)
(Mr. Welagedera)

desd esyds Onsy Ow. ¥ gl e
DBIBY 5 Do, DY Y esd D
OB O PO, 6@ OmeTes Bw 24 57
& DE&o.

Bl Y. DO, ewels
(TS erar. ern. QuGrrm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I challenge you. I am prepared
for an inquiry into this case to see
whether this man was not running
two cinemas. Charges were made
that he was using the depot tele-
phone for his own private purposes..
Specific charges were made. I my-
self made the charges. As a matter
of fact, I found it difficult to get that
man' transferred. I made the
charges three months before that.
He should have been dismissed, not
transferred [@:502538@]

cdeemesd w.

(8. Qaolssr)
(Mr. Welagedera)

6® @é® ODed 1964 HE 13 2B &.
&b 20 Sxd Y6 14 2B & 3. 9.
29, 8B cw PE®D:

« Arthur Herath Samarakoon, S g S
Avissawella. He is said to be the In-
quirer into Sudden Deaths; and the
Registrar of Births, Death and Marriages;
and the proprietor of Gamini Theatre,
Eheliyagoda. He is the owner of a chilli
grinding mill at Eheliyagoda. As a

1674

1965 exef ox @@ 7 |

— b WBend

result of his business, he is peglectmg j
his official duties. He is said to be
leaving the depot as and when he wants
without making an entry in the depot |
register. ”

a8e OsY. 99, cwels,

(sorfE erar. erib. QuUGCTTT)

(Dr. N. M. Perera) [

I am making the statement myself. |
I am quite prepared to to stand any
investigation. I myself made the |
charges. :

edEowes D, :‘.‘
(8. Qauelassr)

(Mr. Welagedera) ;a
emed w@wmEE @6 or¥®. o8»
SurYery B @wed 14 B ¢ H&d é
cxlery %8 dmed 13 AB & &S |

T R,

EETe wésversy &b WO @IB.
BN EHY B).

g BCE §PrBoxd Bw. (FaCd »)
(8. <yafle apar@fms—osdusmns)
(Mr. Anil Moonesinghe—Agalawatta)
I deny that statement. That is
quite untrue. There is nothing on .
record. That was done by the ¢
Chairman. Produce that order from

me to say that he should be &
transferred.
SDCeHES P, ;
(8. Qaxbssr) 2

(Mr. Welagedera) _

I will produce something ruore -
than the order. 29 HexYHE.
De@Y® D& Do PO®B dwswsy |
85 geed gacdnieny Oy En®, (98¢ |
gesBon Bc.) OB, B. def. e znrm |
B Dwrn PO e WEIID& f
Dwewny 885 80—gb 056G oS
>, 08 ARBmCws §Ons B |
com® m»—eDLDE OB
(ABDE @Bznd Ow.) O w6 80 D |
emB B0 »Y ¥ eTms cB— |
DEDED &b . Do B DEE qem |
28D POBYD dwd S4ID Dew. |
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G DY, 8. ouedd,
(s@rfg) erer. erib. QuGrrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

You are doing the same thing
today.

] glo Y= RO

(8®. Qualssr)

(Mr. Welagedera)

DS WNSHPBE, SBDSen B8ecs &
9¢ dedsewsy ger’ JddS89c0 oy
86D BF e de¥S8DcD AT S
EeDDEd i R 4 8e8E 0885y
dem. Ju 88ydem ey, F Emdc
@sewsy Bwo®d BRes e LA
et DY HBE g O @I DR.
06 VD esxI® €0 ; & o
ooy BeA®D. ¥ w00, der wens
Sded dd8® RPees SIMBDBDNDE Do
838 godBBe Bed cmmmOe &F
e mHDO® BD e A wid
00 HIHR. Jedem 6rnedE.
S BDSem zuEw I 50 AT D 58
DO Do Y R8T WET Oy 55
DO N8 2lBG, LBID B ecendm
6By ed gdudw muBD, HRO
I ONLNDWDT IO, Co ®OBX
©0n ST ACew gmOBun’ B,
POBYS BB Fef oD O» e
$S8 WG, T 98 Bwsy 8. aBedess
edF c—dweecBw e dw, gSeden
edC c—ogd» edfdw, ¢St medEE—
WY etd D, §8uf e306DF G— B cso

®® 65D, e 0edF G—28 s
€& D, elé R sOC—emne mel 25Y ¢
etd s, 63w sy eN—eenc 88w
etd De—

GBCE S2nBon Do,
(8. yafleo qperQris)
(Mr. Anil Moonesinghe)

On a point of personal explana=
tion——

Bewldm VI SHVCw

1676
—nl eend
el Y. 98. evels
(@ewr f G erer. eriv. QuGror)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

You think they are bad roads ? We
had got the sanction of the P. W. D.

eoCeHcs .
(B Qaualssr)
(Mr. Welagedera)

I am not saying they are bad roads.
Please sit down.

GBC oG S,

(8w, sefle qparfins)

(Mr. Anil Moonesinghe)

Every one of those roads was
approved by the depot manager and

by the regional manager, and we also
got the sanction of the P. W. D.

Gl Y. 8. cuedsh

(se0r G erer. eriv. QuUQrrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Does anybody say Yatiyantota-Pol-

pitiya service was introduced without
the sanction of the local manager ?

cDCeNco .

(8m. Caelssr)
(Mr. Welagedera)

If it is said that it was with the
approval of the local manager, it is
all wrong.

LS B[O

(Ly&Grrsearr)

(The Chairman)

Order, please! Please do not in-

terrupt. I will give you a chance to
reply.

el sy, 8. cueds
(&m»r/_ﬁr@ erer. erip. Qulrmm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Are these roads unfit for buses ? Is
that the position ?
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oDEewes .

(8. Qeuablsgr)

(Mr. Welagedera)

sFe@dcDC-qade-8880 e dw,
DDy -0:@08msY ¢ e B, BSENGR-
amdde e dw, OBy -5 8C &
@5 D, enNCsT-weddecHw 6t D,

1677

— b wEnd

mba duY. OO, cuedd

(sorf@ erar. erth. QUCTIT)

(Dr. N. M. Perera) !

c@me 6O VWD A DésTesd) ? |
c@onDd D D8O 66O e ¢?

You are making a personal charge‘
against me—[Interruption.] He has
not the courage to make a specific

2B Bw-deTOF e, NS
886 Bod®senc e Dw, 6sdcE8Sw-
BH8arf eemd 6 Vs, 6 E8w-NET C
558w, gocdm-nyencsd ed 0,
HCS0-9CE 8D e D, e @a®
0 C-RcD-SY V6@ e D, TCHG-
e BT e-508-0e® &t D, DeSCes-
BTG & Do, =S B-B5Y BICERD-
cRYBFD efdw, QBE cmneded -
e SdeT B-e O B-quE 88w e
3200-c9 T ecPn cfdn, DB
es506dB 0 BEBROB, c@m@&ee
BB @D B Coa® GO Zrm®d
@ BN,

@ . 9. exeds

(sor & erer. erib. Qulrrm)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I object to this. What is wrong in
introducing new bus services ?

eDEencs Pw.

(B Que@szT)
(Mr. Welagedera)
I said certain roads were unfit.

“ ganbw 253, OO, cweds
(sor B erer. erib. Qurrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Which roads on that list are un-

suitable ?

eDCongd .
(B Qaa@ssr)
(Mr. Welagedera)
One second, please.

.é')@m@ %9,
@q@f @L@ﬁﬁ@@s@

B0Y
aBc DenBor Onn Bwe

a3 B8 CAIB i GnEe DM,

you. If the cap fits you put it on.

c@met epasym: 398
o e Eum 3B cCoe
Imasycd e@mIB PeTRceld € d
5 @ OBDECWH &)
o 08

cedd @cé OB Q2O wemn Goad

charge.

cDEoBLs .

(5. Qaatssr)
(Mr. Welagedera)
I am making no charge against |

c® mnCw DG g OB MECH)
6 Dw weg meendc? 6® WCw G
g HY Coh of A0 HAY wlaS
Df ven. & BHen ¢® onm ST

296 NBws GD&E.

@ O5Y. 99, cvedh
(sovr @ erar. erib. QuGrmr) e
(Dr. N. M. Perera) ff
Py & Cwzm o HBDed? g
e’ 6G Eww HDeD B ? 2

eDCoVES .

(8. Qeue@ssr)
(Mr. Welagedera)
eoned®, qu 6w ©2»ed&¢?

mde 937, 9. cuedd
(sr G erer. erth. QuUGTam)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

& den® DY x YOIH; BB

a® Vex»® Humem? 2208Bc®nY !
cE OO PPN WS EB  JuE
& o5y BDe eWemRE) D sﬁmﬁ‘mq%
90 8o el BB WEI® z@wz?@‘
De ? @er’ h Dead ¢8 demd ged mu'é
Ry ey WO 65 RSN

i

S T e P R N R R G ot W e e

= t."fE:

5

R

2

0
—

R S {1

eDcoaesd .
(8. Gei@ssr) |
(Mr. Welagedera)
60D Bwd®end QB @@9@&3&&.

IO TR 1

B
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(se0r 85 erer. orib. Quirrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

€@z ¢

BINBBDN)
(L&@rreeri)
(The Chairman)

Will the hon. Members

please keep
quiet ?

eIConcs &,
(8. QuaQasr)
(Mr. Welagedera)

O ENEBDOB, e B0y o& 8,

D@ FOBYD gBefawy mep. SEE

G5IcO0 78O mer @ ¢ 25T m®
DDy,

OCW € 9B . (emed)
(‘ﬁ@ Glevensl)

(&S UIT HRT—LIT GO J5

L g@mp)

{

:
¢
¢

b -

J

LA ATA S SN S -4 8 .4 S¥% fon (2

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene——Panadura)

e ACEY », B Oeef e@ B oy
®BNNEEY €5 ?

edCewesd .

(B Quelssr)

(Mr. Welagedera)

Od BWOBPOB, WYY 5057 cee@
AT MBD wern DY BwdsT
FOBSR. [@nt0BDE]

BLNBBDNSy

(S&@rrseri)

(The Chairman)

What is your difficulty ? Tell me.

PR O, 08, swsell

(srf B erer. orib. QuCrar)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

No, Sir. If he is insinuating that I
appointed a niece of mine, that is a
very unfair statement. What is the
reference to my niece ? The impli-
cation is that I appointed that
person.

e dmy @578 evAE;

c® mPew Bwrrer ?
B® s Hwary e WS ? B
|| oMb Besym dex, & gemed.

1680

— N BEnd
edComesS Dem,
( 8. Caa@ssr)
(Mr. Welagedera)
I did not say so.

Ged D5y, 98, cmels,
(sarfs) orar. ori. QuCrar)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

What is your purpose in men-
tioning it ?

eCHE 9235 @,
(5. Qoveved G i s )
(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

Why did you not refer to my niece,
He did not mention my niece.

ePCenes .
(8. Qauebssr)
(Mr. Welagedera)

Why do you get worried about 5.2
Please sit down.

HAwh DuY. 8. cmeds

(s § 5 erer. orip. QuCrar)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

This is the kind of

dirty thing that
you do.

e2Genes .

(8. Qauelssr)
(Mr. Welagedera)

I will now come to the case of
Sirisena, mentioned by the hon.
Member for Beruwala. The hon,

Member for Agalawatta denied that
he had addressed a letter—

¢B3C 92a8oxy .
(8. syefler aperRis)
(Mr. Anil Moonesinghe)

I did not deny that. I only said I

will explain it. If you give me the
time I will explain ‘it

edComesd D,
(8. QeuaCas i )
(Mr. Welagedera)

The letter is undated. This is the

letter

VB LI—STS e
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WNBBDNSe
(sys@rreari)

(The Chairman)
Will you please listen to me?

cDCeomed .

(Bm. Qawblssr)
(Mr. Welagedera)
“YWould you please give bearer ’——

BINVBDSe

(o&@rreeari)

(The Chairman)

Will the hon. Parliamentary Secre-
tary please sit down ? When I speak
all Members must sit down. There
need not be any excitement over
these things. If I allow certain state-
ments to be made I shall give the
Member concerned an opportunity
to make a personal explanation if he
thinks it necessary. But if any
Member however senior he may be,
tries tc give trouble, I will have no
alternative but to send him out of
the House. Please go on.

sdcencsd dw.

(B Qaelbssr)
(Mr. Welagedera)
This letter is addressed to Mr.

Premaraina

« Would you please give bearer a TN
for the post of mechanic. The man is
H. D. Sirisena of 139, Alutgama Road,

Matugama, age 22.7

He was made a mechanic.

Then, Sir, there is a letter—
[Interruption.] I will read it.—
[Interruption].

e»P5Y Do

( '9(5. QE 6w Lo )
(Mr. Keuneman)
I never wrote that letter.

1965 e @RS 7

1682

-
wl

—n6 End

cDEowLs Dw.

(8@, Qualssr)

(Mr. Welagedera)

I thought the hon. Member for
Agalawatta was questioning me. The
lej:‘tgr Eis dated 10th March 1965.

15th is the deadline for the Urugoda-
}\:{atta affair. You may please employ &
im.

=% JONTE L

(Sgd.) ANIL MOONESINGHE.”

This Urugodawatta affair is the
opening cf a petrol filling station. | &

Here again:

« Could you interview the bearer and
employ her in the C. 4 el 2 :

This is dated 8th March 1965, and &
is in respect of a lady called Miss D. &=
Chandralatha Alwis of “Swarna” &
Muslim Madam Road, Makola North, o

Kadawatta, Now she is made a
typist. %sﬁ

eBC @%b w. 2
(Bew. 2he aporfis)
(Mr. Anil Moonesinghe) 3
What is wrong in introducing a

person ? &
W

5

e

edEencsd @ b

(8. Qaelbssr) 5
(Mr. Welagedera)
There is an order—this one is ar’
order—dated 7.3.65. This is in respec
of a person called L. G. U. Jayalatt
Chandra of 30, Welikadawatta, Raja
giriya. ,r"_"'-f'-i,:-

“Please appoint bearer as one of you}ﬁ
engineering clerks.” i

= 5
b

No getting out of it. They makf
out that we have been giving wron
appointments. We have not givel
any wrong appointments so far. £

N

BN 5B Ss

(L)@ rreant)
(The Chairman) r
Are you going to read out many ¢

these letters ?
i
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l e2cersd Bw.

b (8w Qualssr)

| (Mr. Welagedera)

There are hundreds of them.,

i

| BB,

\ | (gs8rraeri)

(The Chairman)

You can say that there are so many

others, and continue with your
 speech.—[Interruption].

|| cBgews @w.

(8. Caedssr)

(Mr. Welagedera)

There is another one. This has
oeen written by the ex-Minister of

Education, Mr. Kalugalla, and is
indated. '

“The bearer, D.

P. Wilson of Fiseal

Vatta, Kegalle, has applied for a rnecha-
| ic’s post in the C. T. B., I shall thank
. ou to please appoint him.”

| There is another

in respect of
- Ar. Kularatne.

BNV NSy
(&8 rnsarr)
(The Chairman)
. We have heard enough of that.

: e2Cemncsd @cn.

HBw. Qae@ssr)
(Mr. Welagedera)
% There was mention made of the bus
“and at Pettah. We are glad it was
it up; we are thankful to the
ormer Minister, but I wish it was of
s Iore permanent nature, with
smenities for the public and the bus
"eWs.

= 8. 3.45

f‘Then, with regard to the sale of old
“hicles to operators of touring buses,
- e practice has been to auction these
chicles.  Since we took over we
wve been trying to give these vehi-
2s to co-operators. An offer has
ren made, so that they could use
em for lorry transport. We also
anted to request the C. M. T. not to
|

L 4

@zT5) Oew B s

~ s

1634
—dD e5t%d
register these vehicles as buges, Sq,
the question of helping private
operators does not come in,

There have been various views ex-
pressed about the transport of
“Aththa” and “Jana Dina ” papers,.
The hon. Third Member for Colombe
Central tried to maintain that these
are not political papers.

SN .

( ‘Q@ Qs&n’msir)

(Mr. Keuneman)

I said that all the papers are
political papers.

eDCewzd Ve,
(5@ QaeQssr)
(Mr, Welagedera)

The hon. Member for Yatiyantota
has said that these papers are political
papers.

$dsd DY, 98, ezeks,

(EG}J!T‘[Q‘@ eT&r. erin. QUCTIr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

All are political papers, unless you
have a peculiar definition of
“ political papers”,

edCened e,

(& Qerelssr)
(Mr. Welagedera)

May I quote your defmition ?

Hude Y. 8. cue8s

WG TS & 20 90 80 mdv:&g e oemn
DS DO W, ‘A D BYe, 6 @EnEH eIy
Swn’. H@Trnledmed ‘Bwdd B W
§8 84D Peel wmmon. ‘Bl Py, edw
SCm e ean oysw./—[Bc 2da, 1966
geC 5; 60 D e Bes, B, 36.]

@Dde 57, 98. cuedsk
(sor 8 erer. erih. QuCrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

“EmPen” ome ed@nE® ez
€rnecde ?
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cdCemnes dw.

(B Qaebssr)
(Mr. Welagedera)

“emBen" G BB e525) 00233 .

e

— b end

O ST DROsNe 7 @ de, 508, |
Dndmmee @B GO 6¢ |
e BDHO®E WOB ceendmedsiy |
i3 @ Swd Ondmwed 623 &

6wd® qof pRHdn 8. g Hesy @

@® 68 RFTOC e mem® HEOT

g0 B8 e, 8 e 50D BT B, |
cai®8 ®Ew ABOC WD DB
DG w5 V. [»0:580F] €@ 6D
60 D& ge®. I Ded® GElu
meenE, @E oHeD® 64 @DEs3
cree® Gue AW COBP 5D S.
68 BEedansy BT DO gies) @®
& @uid Do Baled. “BesSD" BB)BB
coOm@m® 8 AT eI O |
esnDPs. 6RHMCH LY 6aB Gl
sy esy ok @lnfed ®eEm&. |
58253 5053 68 PO SN e wenl e
2 en.

@8 On3. 98, ovedd

(seor 5 erer. ertd. QUCTIT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

“E8xPen’ BB 6E @ GH e315) 555
6506 ?

edgoncsd .
(B Qaelssr)
(Mr. Welagedera)
BBNEIR.

gdw Ou3. OF. ouadd

(s fl 5 erer. erib. QuGrarr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

83053 B 6d @O T8 516D

cEonases @nmim D G}lmil

&t [ScuacR] oo BEO o @O wiormis edmh|
Dey B En eI Q@HBN OB qmé@m--?

w80 R B2 o> 00 BB m OB, 93|
(ys@rmsest) o0 6w mé Hoand. Thed|

(The Chairman)
Order, please !

cdgewesd .

(ﬁ@ Qata!@&‘;s.r)

(Mr. Welagedera)

a8 “80sd” bl w5t e BB

HnBw 53, 28. cvodd

(sor 5 erer. eTth. QuCrsr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

What is the answer you are
giving ? -

sdcencd .

( Bm. Careds s )

(Mr. Welagedera)

5823 5057 eed de yEmwen O
e ‘e o’ Bt “EHEn” BB
[ Lol dC 5@ med BB aEedo.
26n® DH®D WEDD »H® dfsIedd
odns DO 26T 830DsY 653¢
Hen qpd. @@ IO B88mb B3 BN,
m@snsi e 0 DD @B Ol

aRed wybBed ¢B8 as’ DO zsad1

Bo® G Coon® DB WO e
ey cerd 6 BosI Db, Swgh @i
D6 caned 6cesmrs emcsd ;BI M ;8
e By ov¥es’ B DC. w@mdf
gD 2DCE e® otf On Vo e
o5cr Onersy 88» 8 DG @&é
aesyRod. 88 o ®O9Rw Reds
paRcy R B& @By . m@ﬁi*
ge ard DOwE ewg BeAD, 3
6D BB DGETO, Gt ©OTNOOL.
Qe acew &t Dw 265 Bwd® @ed’é)zﬂ%
DnmsY O, PO@sn O b MEEBE bﬁcﬂ;
PO scen Bedd® snxmdd8s3 wal
@S 8D c3NBmms 0. N
1286 @D, ABHE WD ™6 47
B ECHB) BB, & BND 20®EDEO E’Jtﬁgc;‘
Ream ©RTs 88 méenn wmh. d
NHEE ® ©OENHOB Bew VEEW ced Dz
P& 30 B B3O guesd 1,000
800 Bs® WS GIWMDE. Bl
mesy eonedd, ‘ecI® 6% ¢ qend
dey AFDCDBY ‘eel® S8 8O B
e? [@th ] ad S BHOL
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[e®cemcs @w.]

g8 @3 wewsy Wé® 80 eend
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BT @0T s e & sewsT wen.
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:;bsdqaaaz’ DHDW BRew. HDHYY e
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W ens®ss COGIEY, Comd
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1638
—2lz Hend
H28e DxyY 8. cueds,
(srf & ereir. erib. QuGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

G&IE® myom.

edcencd e,

(5@ Quetssr )

(Mr. Welagedera)

o eSICe ¢ WD ol e
ROB, GCozn GOONGO% CeHACw
CCimew OB PEDWIEE €cdm
e oW, Comy SISFAHAMNOL)
O Aced B SO cDemd 98T e
CON GO 5Y Eorned TESMETO
2,50,000 = O®w DD, CCIm
e DO yiencs S 25,000 »®
Feed Com® aE 4 CTBWMO DB
O goere ecimed S8 @encs
€®5Y ¢z wenw Om 9 DY EY 50257
e EBEoxy G B. eI
080 ¢o b wm & E@emes B@en—
O D60 emmed QEMBD —Co® Hed
6O ¢DwmO w»m, 9¢ DPsY sy esE
ACew 923¢(E Imy We ed G&vew
@O D& B PecHw’, S Qecw, aes
SH8D @D Oy HSeo D
CHESY ) DD, 60 hBsm Dwend
oY, 80 md WE» D ORS
e IWBrYes’ athd gBo g @d
Do . ¥ 29 80 cOcmn (G5
P P  eenym, cexy
OO, »Y5Y @z Swed' 1ol
Yol & 60 S ) g s 8
Dmend Bew, Aed 40D € BNEHBINLY
¢ ¢e® coseduny me Bes Focas® .
PR ¢8ewT e 8O Swc
0@ @B Bedmd; O E&aed
DY snsY et e N BO Sefes
B’ 8 e Dy OYISISTO M Toton o O

1964 ¢8ew @esew 4. 1,39,67,800&.
DY 1965 g8cwE Sewewd ci1Ren
Prgee® S 1,49,42,757 8. Sos gaiided
A& Sesed &. 1,52,31,391 &. Y €@
FaGed aB @wmed 16356914 &.
S gR&ded £ Dmeew 1,40.83.743
8. e® ggcided &8 Sezensd 1,60.12,973
&. o gdbidee 48 e 1,42,86,998
8. e ¢gf&ded & O ICTe T
. 1,6224,251 & goae ) Siesewd,
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Sw gdhdee G 146,014,779 &. 6®

g4 dee gealdm  eewd o8

1,69,61,908 &.

eRAMRBY Q.
(Blm. Qsarwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

Do you admit that the nationaliza-
tion of the bus services was a
correct step ?

oDEewLs .

(B Qeuabssr)

(Mr. Welagedera)

c@85T cul wmh esxede, @ vi
Seses e S8wd cxye 804 @
pand®s ad @B A c® gu»d
S el 2 AV Pern® P
@B 29 weEl 2.

ec @ 9»EI» dwn.

(8- GQavewe] @Guursuﬁ"saw)

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

2ef YeBe BBw ®P c®®
crn® & eolenew 25025 )ED
esnede ! '

eDcencs O

(8. Qauabssr)

(Mr. Welagedera)

2 Q5T 505 CBEHED  WENE CLER®D
5O, Vs DN mel s 8 8 gyed
c®; Bw® gy OO BN c® KB &L
@O e BY, LWLV cef D s
Glesy-2]

o5y ©c.
(‘Q@. Qs ariner)
(Mr. Keuneman)

Why did you oppose the nationali-
zation of the bus services ?

cDcoencs .

( 5. QaabssT)
(Mr. Welagedera)

__c®wd 2 388G e3e ced 25y @890
ud0sy P 0® @b 23957 6 BG s By
@t @Y ORI,

sc & @mDIAW Ow.
(5. Qavawaf! @smsmfrgmr)
(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

aé @qcﬁé‘)@—-m@”z@a&*’e& (oef. ¢ .

b aotn @) OB B 599 desy.

1965 e @RS T
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— b LN

8. 8. o ey (eRTC)

(8. F. 9. Gﬁairsur@mre&r——ﬁahq&v)

(Mr, T, B. Tennekoon—Dambulla)

sy eddsn g8 ed B, eF 86
Degny wEnw 65D

eDEoncs dw.

(B QaCssr)

(Mr. Welagedera) |

00 weg 6@ 9C G8 oum BRI B |
cce B EmH WS Mk er5NS  qed |
weme ceB 6CH 9F CB DS, 6®wn® |
s D B3 gy 5y © BB asice®
gdeaiRwm G & & oy WEsY B
R eef Dol Y DOE »nOBY Gk |
o5y 50 6Emmnd gNd Bud gy cD |
ctf Dy CHERD EwedB® gBo, &
gowed smws ¢® 91520860 CLeRDB
B ST deed 29» G E®
gDy WEHI.

23em BN DESy
(&G rrEeri)
(The Chairman) |
Now it is four o’clock. Do the hon.!':'
Members want to go on without the :
tea interval ?

@l 2. 28. cueld .
(seor ) erer. erid. QuGramr) ;!
(Dr. N. M. Perera) i
It is better to go on without thel
tea interval. It depends on how!
many more hon. Members there are
yet to speak.

e = : 2 y

NSNS

(o&@rraeri)

(The Chairman) :
There are a number of speakers.

e cmnBen BEIAD . f

(B g Qerisr @ Peuir s )

(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena)

I would suggest that we go or
without the tea interval. ‘l

@l 9. 8. 0Besd

(srf % erer. erid. Qu@rar)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I am sorry that the hon. Parlic
mentary Secretary made a statemen
which gave the impression that 1 wa
responsible for a certain action.-
[Interruption]. Will you wait till



http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

Suddm emiuwy smwm, 1965-66

i:c'}’ar:;};&cfﬁ 25, 38, @Coaﬁ]

explain ? It is an unfortunate state-
~ ment because reference was made to
. my relationship; that is why it is
 unfortunate. So far as I am con-
- cerned I can recollect that this young
| lady had been at Werahera for a
' number of years as a steno-typist.
| She was apparently transferred at
. the request of the Hon. Minister as
| a steno-typist to the Ministry. That
. is all that happened. I knew nothing
. about it. I do not know why this
. mention was made except to
- insinuate that I had in some way
| been involved in this business. All
- that T am saying is that it is unfor-
' tunate that such an impression
| should have been created by the hon.
| Parliamentary Secretary.

BNBRD,
= YEBrrFart)
. (The Chairman)

The hon. Parliamentary Secretary
' should accept the explanation given.
!

2DCewcs @,

| (8. Qualssr)

| (Mr. Welagedera)

I accept the explanation.

| ow. D8, 29, Sodé» ALia V.
1' (6838 5065%0)

. (P Cs. ea. erb. fCerSer Lewrin
:,: —Qarrew 56 sr_ent_)

| (Mr. K. Y. M. Wijeratne Banda—Sora-
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(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Mr. Chairman, I should like fto
state, in discussing the Votes of the
M1n1stry of Nationalized Services,
that we are probably discussing
something that is unique in thlS
Government—unique for the reason
that, whereas other Ministers have
got opportunities to develop their
subjects, to expand their subjects, it
is not so in the case of the Minister
of Nationalized Services. For ins-
tance,
would, no doubt, in the course of the

g8 ey |

the Minister of Industries

next five years create new industries,
and the Minister of Agriculture will |

try to diversify his crops and create |
new forms of agriculture in our |
country ; but

F

in the case of thss:r

Minister of Nationalized Services, his |

wings are clipped.
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He has been told by the Govern-
ment, “ No more nationalization. This
is the limit of what you get. There
1s no question of your nationalizing
anything more. You have just got to
manage with what you have got and

there is no question of nationalizing
further. ”

The only promise that we have got
is that nothing further is to be
nationalized beyond this and nothing
that was already nationalized will be
denationalized.

Therefore, the Minister starts with
an unenviable job of having to try
to put up a pretence of being en-
thusiastic about nationalized services
belonging to a Government which is
certainly most unenthusiastic about
nationalization.

But subject to that limitation, I
have no doubt that the Minister, as
far as the administration is concerned
will do his best; he will try very
hard. But I should like to ask the
question in a pointed form from the
Hon. Minister : What exactly can he
do now ? Most Ministers will tell us
the plans they have for the future.
They will think about their subjects
and plan further. They will think in
terms of how, within the scope of
the subjects and functions allocated,
they can do better still to serve the

country, to serve the national
interest.
The Minister of Nationalized

Services cannot take over the bank-
ing services. He is shut out. A ship-
ping corporation will not be estab-
lished, notwithstanding the fact that
it was enthusiastically supported by
the United National Party during the
course of the last Government. In
other words, the Minister is told,
“what the Governments of the late
Mr. Bandaranaike have done, we are
stuck with and you should be its
custodian. ”

And the crowning joke of it is that
it is not taken seriously because it
has been coupled with sport! I
rather think that in a sense;it.is mast
appropriate and fitting thatarsport

Bewldm 138 ©e5aCwH

1696

—mom Hend

should perhaps have been assigned
to his Ministry in these rather droll
circumstances.

But there are things which the
Minister can do, and I would respect-
fully ask the Minister not to waste
his time, as the Parliamentary
Secretary did a moment ago promi-
sing foam rubber cushions in C. T. B.
buses. That is not the kind of deve-
lopment we have in mind. If you
want to improve your services think
constructively. Do not waste your
time hoping to win more votes by
promising greater comforts to people,
comforts of a rather stupid character
the sort of things that only persons
living in a dead U. N.P. tradition of
1955 and before can possibly think
of now.

So far as we are concerned, even
if you are not going to nationalize
anything further, at least, think of
practical ways and means of improv-
ing the existing nationalized services.
You have been told, “You can’t
nationalize anything more.” That is
not your fault. You have got what
has been given to you.

Let us consider at the end of five
years whether the U.N.P. Govern-
ment is so barren of ideas that it is
stuck and cannot think of practical
things to improve the existing
nationalized services, or whether
when the wheel turns full circle and
it is possible once again to nationa-
lize further things, to expand the
public sector, beyond the limits en-
trusted to you and which you have
been asked to conserve, it would be
possible at least to say that you have
not destroyed but that you have
increased and improved it.

When I talk of increasing and
improving, I do not mean the things
that the Parliamentary Secretary
spoke of a moment ago. I admit
weaknesses and faults in our adminis-
tration. I have not been above
admitting it.

The Parliamentary Secretary read
a long list of letters purporting to be
written by various people, claiming
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that they had asked or ordered that
appointments be given. I do not know
the facts of individual cases. If in-
deed, authority was made use of in
some inappropriate or incorrect
manner to secure employment for
somebody, I am certainly not holding
a brief in its defence. If such things
have happened—I do not admit that
they have happened ; I do not know ;
letters were read—I always believe,
with my legal training, that it is
best to reserve judgment until one
has heard both sides of any case. If
such things have, in fact, happened,
I shall certainly say that it is wrong.

However, I should like the Hon.
Minister and all his Colleagues, if
they are using it as an argument, to
decide why they are doing so. Can
the Hon. Minister and his Colleagues
honestly say that from the 22nd of
March up to date not a single letter
of a similar nature has been written
under this Government ? That is the
challenge I should like to throw out.
It is all well and good saying, “ Look
at all the disclosures we are making
in Parliament. We are pointing out
that you and your Ministers of the
previous Government have done
certain wrongful actions—transferred
people, appointed people, given
orders in this way.” I should like to
throw the challenge straight back at
the National Government. Can you
and your Ministers conscientiously
and honestly declare that not in a
single instance, subject to whatever
pressures, has a single such letter
been written from March 22nd on-
wards ? Or is it to excuse what you
are going to do in the future that
you wish to say, “ At least we are
no worse than you were ”? That is no
argument. If you mean to set your-
selves that standard of propriety and
rectitude, I for one will give you all
honour for it, and I shall certainly
like to see that standard maintained
in public life. But, on the other hand,
do not use this opportunity merely to
fling mud, as your Parliamentary
Secretary did a moment ago. Sooner
or later that mud will be flung right
back in your faces, and that mud will
stick.
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Equally, I do not think very much
of the hon. Parliamentary Secretary’s
attempt to talk of the development of
the bus services. Indeed, he seemed
to take pride in the expansion of the
nationalized sector. Your Govern-
ment, on the other hand, is determin-
ed to suppress it. It does seem
contradictory for the hon. Parliamen-
tary Secretary to talk of the great
victories of nationalization, the in-
crease in receipts, the expansion of
bus services, the increase in milage
so much so that it girdles the equator.

In practice, what are the new ideas
of your Ministry so far ? Absolutely
nothing ! One day you talk of remov-
ing the queue of ships outside the
port. I must pay a tribute to the
Hon. Minister and say that he has
been working extremely hard at it.
In my opinion, he has possibly made
a better impact on reducing the
queues outside the port than any of
his predecessors, including predeces-
sors on our side of the House. But
does he really think he will succeed ?
As I pointed out during the Debate
on the Second Reading, the problem
goes deeper and is more serious than
one that can be solved by mere
slogans, by mere enthusiasm, or by
telling us that the workers are now
on your side, although, frankly, I
doubt it ; anyway if you want to fos-
ter the myth, I shall not stop you.

I do not believe that the problem
is one that is entirely in the hands of
the workers—with all their enthusi-
asm. You must provide them with the
necessary facilities and think about
the problem. The fact remains that
until you have got storage, modern
methods, and improvements in the
port of a technical character, which
you have to introduce and provide
the money for, you will never succeed
in removing the queue of ships. The
Beira Lake still remains undeveloped.
Storage has not been provided for in
the Estimates. There is no money
available yet. The Government has
not seen the need for it nor under-
stood the corresponding saving in de-
murrage.
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You have got to introduce modern

methods of storage. How much have
you set aside in your Estimates for
the provision of fork lift trucks? If
you wish to store goods which arrive
in bags in your warehouses, have you
considered seriously the question of
introducing direct discharge methods
into the port by which food and grain
cargoes can be directly discharged
without having to be bagged and lift-
ed according to the old and
traditional methods ? If you intend to
keep to these things, if you intend to
stick to the ancient bullock cart
methods, your nationalized services
may just as well have remained un-
nationalized unless you mean to use
the resources of the Government of
Ceylon to the best advantage, at least
to give this country the maximum
service with the meagre nationalized
services that have been allowed to
you under your private sector
conscious Government.

232525,

I make this appeal in all sincerity,
not in a spirit of criticism. You are
doing your best I know. I am per-
fectly satisfied. When I paid you a
tribute a moment ago that you are
making great efforts I really meant
it, but those great efforts are not
enough unless at the same time they
are coupled with a determination to
improve the technology, the technical
perfections, skill as well as machinery
and devices available today to make
our port a modern port.

What a transformation it was when
a few quays were built in Colombo
Port a few years ago. We did not
make such a song and dance about it.
We now come to take things for
granted. We have the Prince Vijaya
Quay and the Queen Elizabeth Quay ;
all that is true. But what an enormous
difference it has made having
alongside berths.

To this date have you any plans for
the expansion of the Colombo Port ?
If so, they are not apparent in the
Estimates. We had reports. The
Nedeco Report is an old one. The
S. L. F. P. Government is entitled to
talk about it and I am not bragging
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here now. I am merely asking you in
plain language, have you any con-
crete plans for the development of
the port ? None at all, not as far as
the Estimates are concerned.

The Permanent Secretary and the
staff who prepared the Estimates for
you have merely said, “ We will run
the thing as it is, we will keep the
port going, we will keep the flag
flying, we will keep the ships getting
discharged and we will try and bully
the labourers a little ”, and I am sure
that, as far as possible, the queue of
ships is moving as fast as possible.
You will move it out, Mr. Minister,
but a new queue will form until your
storage problem is tackled. And there
is no provision made at all to tackle
the storage problem and that is where
you are stuck. You must have modern
mechanized methods of loading and
unloading and of being able to stack
your goods. Unless you do that, you
will for ever be stuck with the
problem of collecting sweepings
which is one of the biggest rackets
in the port.

It is a wonderful thing. More
money passes out in sweepings than
the port brings in. Bags are deli-
berately ripped open, food stocks are
deliberately left on the ground and
sold as sweepings at nominal prices.
It happens every day and unless you
modernize your methods these things
are going to continue.

Bus services—the hon. Parliament-
ary Secretary was talking about it a
moment ago. Other hon. Members
were talking about belching buses. I
do not know, I do not wish to be
flippant on this matter, but have you
considered, apart from anything else,
the fact that these buses that run a
heavy mileage have to be overhauled
once in 300,000 miles ? You just can-
not avoid it. There is always a certain
consumption of oil. You are bound to
have smoke in buses unless you are
going to be able to replace your fleet
with buses more frequently so that
you can virtually have a brand new
fleet running all the time. I do not
think your resources are up to it. But
have vou really considered ways and
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means of stopping those buses belch-
ing, at least of eliminating the nuis-
ance ? Examine the methods in other
countries. There are some countries
where the exhaust pipe has been con-
nected practically to a chimney
leading upwards in such a way as to
prevent the smoke coming in the face
of on-coming motorists and creating
a disturbance on the road. The smoke
is directed upwards into the upper
atmosphere and not in a dense way
in which it now comes out of the
buses. I am not saying it is perfection,
but, at least, it is something. Examine
the methods that you have got with
other countries and in relatively poor
countries in South-East Asia where
these techniques are being adopted.
It may seem a very small matter, it
may not be very costly, but you are
thinking in terms of foam rubber
cushions for your passengers. How
touching to see the bus mudalalis now
thinking of foam rubber cushions for
bus passengers! In those days you
had hard wooden seats.

aé s3I BOSoc
(Qeerres oymsssai @)
(An hon. Member)
There is foam rubber now.

f e, a8 D dFMdnam .
(Bm. eTli. Syif. LWew UL ATpIi&Ss)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I know there is foam rubber and
they are thinking of more foam
rubber. Their mind does not seem to
run on channels of improving the
quality. We have got buses for a long
time. The Nelson type came in, I
think, in 1950 and with the Omnibus
Licensing Ordinance in 1943 we had
the same sort of thing coming up.
Double-deckers have been introduced
 since then, including reconditioned
double deckers, from abroad. But
have you examined and considered
the practical ways and means of
economizing your services ? Have you
gone into the technical features of
different types of buses which you
are capable of running?
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Suggestions have been made about
the unification of the C.T.B. and the
Railway—their co-ordination. One of
the most difficult things is to co-
ordinate when institutions are deter-
mined to remain un-co-ordinated. I
think, there was a time when we too
tried to co-ordinate by making
Rampala a railway man as well as a
C.T.B. man. We had him on both
boards. Theoretically, the co-ordina-
tion was perfect, but in practice no
co-ordination of any sort occured.
The hon. Members of this House are
well aware that such expedients
will not solve the problem. You
cannot afford to have Ministries at
war with the corporations under
them. We had the unedifying
spectacle, Mr. Minister, almost
immediately after you assumed office,
of the Chairman of the C.T.B. and
the Permanent Secretary engaged in
a first class row in the newspapers,
with the chairman of the C.T.B.
telling the Permanent Secretary
exactly what he thought of the
former administration when he was
the chairman of the C.T.B. and the
Permanent Secretary replying in
kind. I am not holding a brief for
either side, but I will say this, if your
chairman of the C.T.B. is right in
condemning your former chairman,
is it possible for him to function
seriously as your Permanent Secre-
tary ? On the other hand, if your
Permanent Secretary is right, then
surely, the present chairman must
be wrong. You cannot have it both
ways. You cannot merely say, “ Look,
let us forget the whole incident, two
people have scolded each other in the
newspapers ; never mind, the inci-
dent is closed ; let us hear no more
about it. ” But that incident arose out
of a real difference, a real criticism of
maladministration, a basic charge of
maladministration. Is it not fit and
proper that this House should be
fully informed as to whether or not
there is some truth in it ? Surely,
Mr. Chairman, we are entitled to ask
you that at the Committee stage?
Please tell us what is the truth of
that matter.
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I appreciate the embarrassment.
The Permanent Secretary is a brother
of a Minister, the chairman of the
C.T.B. is a brother-in-law of another
Minister of your Government. When
relations like that are involved you
might, sometimes, say to yourself,
“ How can I sit in judgment, we must
somehow or other maintain the
friendship between the relations of
Ministers just as much as we main-
tain the friendship among Ministers. ”
But, Mr. Chairman, the problem is a
real problem. You use a big stick to
belabour a former administration and
you say to yourself, the C.T.B. was
horrible in the days gone by. Under
the administration of the hon.
Member for Agalawatta (Mr. Anil
Moonesinghe) and under the adminis-
tration of the hon. Member for
Minuwangoda (Mr. Michael Siriwar-
dena) the C.T.B. was rotten fo the
core. That is your argument., But now,
in the space of a few months, you
want the country to believe and you
want Parliament to believe that these
institutions have changed. All I can
tell you is that I have not seen very
much change. There were certain
reforms that were brought in by your
predecessors, such as the decentrali-
zation of the C.T.B. and better living
conditions for the workers. It is true
the C.T.B. expanded ; new fleets of
buses were purchased. Your Parlia-
mentary Secretary talked about the
number of buses you took over on
March 23rd but please remember,
Mr. Minister, how many derelict
buses we took over in 1958.

It is no argument to talk about the
expansion of services. Of course,
services will continue to expand
whether you are in office or we are
in office, and we hope that that
expansion will continue. The C.T.B.
does not become a new institution
merely because Governments come
and Governments go. The C.T.B. has
a service to perform to the country
and that service it will continue to
perform, unless this Government, in
its determination to stand for the
private sector, decides, almost un-
consciously, that the public sector
should suffer in the process. You are
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the one guardian angel left for the
public sector. It is a curious thing,
Mr. Minister. I do not think when you
contested for the United National
Party it ever entered your head that
you would be the ultimate saviour of
the public sector. That is how events
have turned out and we are happy
it should be so. In your hands we are
confident of one thing, that is, that
you will not consciously or delibe-
rately ever permit the political major
premises in your mind to destroy an
institution of such national value and
importance as this. We appeal to you,
therefore, when you administer your
department do not adopt a routine
attitude towards it ; do not think to
yourselves, “I am here only to keep
the buses running, to keep the wheels
turning round and nothing new can
be done.”

We know that no new nationaliza-
tion will take place under this Gov-
ernment, and, I think, we regret it.
It remains at that. We are not going
to quarrel about it. But it is very
important that, when you draw up
your estimates and you ask money

from the Government, you must
think in terms of revolutionary
changes within the nationalized

services, in terms of establishing your
storage, and moving into a shipping
corporation. You cannot bleat for
ever with the Shipping Conferences
and ask them to reduce their sur-
charge. You must some day come to
the point when you can be in a posi-
tion to establish a National Shipping
Corporation. You must be in a posi-
tion, at least, to charter your ships
and carry a large part of your own
requirements both in imports and
exports. That is the only method by
which you can bring down the cost
of living.

The invisible accounts of the
Governor of the Central Bank which
he always talks about in his Annual
Report, which nobody reads except
the first ten pages—the Prime
Minister himself reads the first ten
pages and normally he reads them
aloud ; but may I say there is a lot
of useful material there—certainly
show that freight constitutes a very
large part of the actual cost of living
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in practically every item in this coun-
try. Nearly 35 per cent. of every
imported item consists of freight
costs. And you are trying to save a
little bit by begging and pleading with
Mr. Mundy of the London Shipping
Conference. I too have met him and
talked with him and I know exactly
their approach to this question poli-
tically. When they think it possible
to make some little concession they
will make it, but even you, I know,
are disappointed by the response of
the Shipping Conference. The argu-
ment of the surcharge is not really
built on the argument of delays and
turn-round of ships seen in the Port
of Colombo. They are determined to
maintain a surcharge. However much
they love the U.N.P., they love their
profits more, and, therefore, the
Shipping Conference is not really
working in your interests.

@, e, 4.30

You must have a shipping line.
What beats me is this. A Shipping
Corporation Bill was introduced in
the last Parliament, it passed the
Second Reading in this House with
the enthusiastic support of every
single section of this House, includ-
ing the United National Party, and
yvet when it comes to legislation,
over the last six months you have a
meagre performance. a miserable
performance, of having nothing to
show for it when all your back-
benchers are full of life, shouting in
their enthusiasm. We like it. But the
record of legislative performance is
miserably poor. It is not your fault.
It may be you are shut out from
legislation. You cannot introduce a
single new law. That is your prob-
lem. But, at least, on the administra-
tive side do your best.

There is one last matter before I
close and that is in regard to the com-
ment which was made about the
Chairman of the C. T. B. It is true
that the chairman was not removed
by our Government. We have never
said so. Our complaint has always
been that he was removed by your
Government in March 18960, Having
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been removed as deputy chairman
you are bringing him back as chair-
man. We do not mind that either.
But what we want to know is,
if he was considered unfit by your
Government to hold high office, will
you please explain to us by what pro-
cess of reasoning the same Cabinet—
incidentally the same Minister who
removed him is still a Minister of
your Cabinet—has found it fit to
bring him back to office? Has the
fortuitous crossing over of one
Minister produced this change?

As far as I am concerned, I must
say that the Sri Lanka Freedom
Party had no basic fault to find with
Mr. R. T. de Silva when he was
Chairman of the C. T. B. in our ad-
ministration. He left owing to a
situation arising—it was debated
in this House—over the issue of
a circular, No. 41, of a disciplinary
character relating to the condi-
tions under which the C. T. B. em-
ployees could be found fault with.
There was a question as to whether
he had the power or not to issue that
circular before the board had consi-
dered or approved it, or whether it
had been without the knowledge or
approval of the Ministry. A question
arose about it. Mr. R. T. de Silva took
responsibility for the issue of the cir-
cular even though the Government
withdrew it in order to settle the
strike, and he promptly tendered his
resignation. There is nothing dishon-
ourable about that matter. Our point
is something else. Our point is, in
your anxiety to make room for poli-
tical failures throughout the length
and breadth of Government corpora-
tions, your administration—which
prided itself on the fact that indivi-
duals who were defeated candidates
were really the preserve of our Gov-
ernment—is distinguishing itself by
certainly improving upon our per-
performance ; and if that is the per-
formance you are going to improve
on, if that is all you are going
to do to develop your nationalized
services, then all 1 say is, “ Heaven
help the nationalized services.” So,
please, Mr. Minister, when vyou lay
down vour standards, when vou tell

is that our Ministers have done the
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wrong things, when you maintain
that we have made appointments at
our will and pleasure directing offi-
cials to appoint so and so, whether it
be as a clerk, or a typist, or a tele-
phonist, or anybody,—I could not
care less ; ask the others and ask your
colleagues—ecan you in all conscience
tell us that from March 22nd onwards
none of your Ministers have done
these things ? Can you conscientiously
tell us that not a single letter has
been written directing that somebody
or someone should be given employ-
ment? Please remember that your
own acts will find you out. It is only
a question of time.

BEID,

If you really mean to reform the
public life in this country and main-
tain an atmosphere of purity in all
your actions, we, as a political party,
shall try our best to co-operate with
you and help you one hundred per
cent.

You will remember the Bribery
Bill which was introduced in this
House. There were some of you who
thought that the Sri Lanka Freedom
Party would obstruct this Bill, be-
cause ultimately it is our party that
is on trial, and for the last 9 years
we have been in power. Yet, we take
pride in the fact that with only one
day’s debate on that Bill, we gave it
one hundred per cent co-operation
and support. So, please do not try to
make a point of it and refer to rela-
tionships in a sneering manner when
they carry no implications at all.
Please do not try to make out that
merely because you allege relation-
ship to some big person there must
be something fishy in the whole
transaction. If you mean to avoid our
mistakes and to avoid our errors, we
shall certainly wish you well
and extend to you our complete
co-operation.

In conclusion, may I congratulate
you, Mr. Minister, for your efforts
and the attempts you are making to
do an almost impossible job with a
private sector conscious Government
trying to run the nationalized ser-
vices. I congratulate you.

Bewlds 0x38 @eddC®
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(The Chairman)

Order, please! The hon. Appointed
Member, Sir Razik Fareed, will now
take the Chair.
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Whereupon MR. SPEAKER left the
Chair, and SIR RAZIK FAREED, O.B.E,
[APPOINTED MEMBER] took the Chair.
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(Ela5. Cogrirey oniEenGerésr—anriE
rulsss)

(Mr. George Abeyagoonasekera—Han-
guranketa)

I would like to draw the attention
of the Hon. Minister and also that of
the Members of this House to the
case of the employees of the former
bus companies. I refer to the drivers,
conductors and cleaners, most of
whom have been rendered unem-
ployed by the nationalization of the
bus services. We are aware that some
of these men have been absorbed
into the nationalized service. Some
of the conductors who were able to
conform to certain restricted condi-
tions were also taken in up to the end
of 1959. But there are still a consi-
derable number of conductors who
are found to be ineligible to be
appointed or taken into the service
requisite
qualifications among which a pass in
the S.S.C. is one. I wonder whether
the Hon. Minister would be able to
vary these conditions in order to
enable these people, particularly the
younger and the more experienced
type, to apply for these posts. As a
matter of fact, whatever the qualifica-
tions of these conductors. I think

(@

| either ‘the C.T.B. or the Government

or someone is in duty bound to com-
pensate them for loss of career. I
have no doubt that the Hon. Minister
of Nationalized Services, the great
sportsman and sport that he is, ably
assisted by his most energetic deputy,
will somehow or other view this prob-
lem with earnestness and sympathy

~and come to the aid of these people.

In regard to the C.T.B. I should say
that the general complaints, that we

Bewldm @I e D
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then normally made against the C.T.B.
bus personnel—complaints of neglect,
carelessness and cussedness—are on
the decline, and generally the rela-
tionships between the bus men ang
the travelling public of my area have
been vastly improved. Of course,
there is the usual complaint of abuse
and drunkenness. As you know, when
we the Ceylonese gather together,
particularly at dusk, to find relaxa-
tion in kiosks and all manner . of
places, inevitably we find ourselves
involved in the national pastime,
politics, both national and interna-
tional. That, I believe, is one of the
causes.

In regard to my electorate where
the bus routes are limited, we want
really more and more buses to ply at
more frequent intervals to cater parti-
cularly to the school children. As it
is today, the school children have to
attend schools not only on Saturdays
but also on holidays and I have
always found from experience that
there is untold inconvenience caused
to them by the absence of an adequate
number of buses. I also find that on
certain roads which have been found
unsuitable for buses in the opinion of
the P.W.D., the C.T.B. decline to run
buses, but as a rule these roads are
being used for very heavy vehicular
traffic; heavily-loaded lorries use
these roads. So I would suggest that
the C.T.B. do think of running
suitable vans or smaller type of buses
on those roads to cater to these
people. Otherwise, it will take a good
numper of years before the P.W.D.
is able to convert these roads for bus
traffic.

The C.T.B. as you know is indeed a
very good wicket for all of us, the
Members of the Government and the
Members of the Opposition, to bat
and bowl. I fervently hope that the
C.T.B. will not permit itself either to
be bowled, caught or even given out
by being “hit wicket” on account of -
the actions of very many people who
sometimes act most imprudently.

g . b

I wish to say a word about the
Petroleum Corporation. I have found
that o the bowsers that transport


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

1724
Swddm emPduxy s, 1965-66

petrol, diesel and kerosene oil are
not properly padlocked, secured and
sealed. Even at filling stations I have
found that the petrol tanks are not
properly secured and sealed. There-
fore, there is always the possibility
of adulteration taking place at either
end and also during transit. I think
it is incumbent on the Ministry to go
into this matter and see that this
state of affairs is soon remedied
because we cannot deny the fact that
there are unscrupulous people who
resort to this type of malpractice

which brings disgrace on the whole
service.

I had suggested even earlier that
the Ministry should think of fixing a
standard price for the commodities
sold by the Petroleum Corporation.
I have suggested that all these essen-
tial commodities should have an
island-wide uniform price since the
importation and distribution of petro-
leum products are more or less a
Government monopoly. If such prices
are fixed for petrol, diesel and kero-
sene oil it will prove to be convenient
- for all of us and there will be no
room left for consumers to complain.

oced € 92d8A» .

(Ba. Qeoevell Gewreur ser)

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

I really wish to advert to one
matter. When the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary spoke he happened to men-
tion the matter of the refusal of the
CTB. to transport the two daily
newspapers the “Aththa” and the
“ Jana Dina ”. This is the second time
that he has referred to this matter.
The first time was when I raised this
matter during the Adjournment
Debate in this House some weeks
ago. On that occasion after “going
round the mulberry bush” he took
up the position that the decision was
~ not to transport political papers.

~ On this occasion too he has taken
up the same position. In fact he has
gone a step further by making men-
tion of papers that the Government
consider will do the country good. I
think he was in a little difficulty and
I do not envy the position he was in

1965 T omEAS T
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of having to defend what was really
an untenable position. The point I
wish to make is not that.

I had occasion to refer to this
matter also in connection with the
reply given by the Hon. Minister of
Industries, and Fisheries tabulating
the newspapers of this country and
classifying some papers as political
papers. He introduced for the first
time in this House, a new category
of papers which he calls are national.
As a result of my questioning him—
I think it was a supplementary
Question of mine—the Hon. Minister
told us that the categorization of
papers into the categories of national
papers and political papers had been

done in consultation with the
Treasury. That is reported in
HANSARD.

o 8. 8. @8 9diA®
(Qaorres 1. 1F. gyi. GTUTHET)
(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

I am sorry. It is not so. It was done
by the Ministry.

@Be Y, DO, euell
(sorfF erar. erib. QUGrrT)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

By the Ministry of Industries ?

o 8. 8. @d. 9D
(Gazorrey to. (F. . GaTalSeT)
(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)
Yes.

oG € eg-%@&’&m (SN
(B Qevendll @arairser)
(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

Well, Sir, I referred to this matter |

earlier, and the Hon. Minister of

Finance offered to look into it. Let us |
Now the Hon. ¢
Minister of Industries takes up a new |
In fact, he withdraws the &
statement he had earlier made that !
this division by his Ministry of news- =

know the position.

position.

papers into mnational and political

was done in consultation with the |
Treasury. Apparently, it has been |

done in consultation with nobody and

the Hon. Minister himself has made |

the decision to divide newspapers
into national papers and political

papers.
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[eceE qes2dnm &w.]

I wish to ask the Hon. Minister of
Nationalized Services whether he too
has decided to divide the newspapers
of this country into national papers
and political papers. Already Sir, and
this country into national papers and
political papers. Already, preceding
the decision of the Hon. Minister of
Industries, he has decided to catego-
rize some papers as political papers.
And what are political papers ?
Papers which the C.T.B. were not
prepared to transport.

SWIBDESBY ¢

(5. Qsarer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

The C.T.B. can have political direc-
tors, but cannot transport political
papers !

eCE' E 9dBA» @w.

(B@. Qwovel]l @eamreur sar)

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

The point I make is that we must
have some clarification from this
Government about this matter. It
may be that this Government is hav-
ing seven component parts ; it may be
a larger number than that tomorrow
—1I do not know—but it is Very neces-
sary that they should act on some
accepted principle. It is not at all
satisfactory that one Minister should
decide one thing in regard to this
question and another Minister should
decide another.

o 8. 8. @d. 9wHdIAD

(Qaorras o, (S, o & Qi e )

(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

A party paper is a political paper.
Others are national.

eCH € 98D .

(5. Qavowel] &l Fer )

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

I quite agree with the Hon. Minister
that all party papers are political
papers, but there are political papers
which are not party papers.

@wée DY, 99, cueddh
(soor B &) ereir. erid. QuBrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

A non-political paper can also be a
party paper, like the “ Daily News ”
the “ Dinamina ” and so om

Blewids ©sIF @edDEs
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eCEC 9B Ow.

(8. Qavowel]l @enreui sar)

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

What is a “ non-political paper ” ? I
am asking this Government. We have
no objection to this coalition Govern-
ment. We also had a coalition
Government with only three compo-
nent parts; here there are seven. I
admit that this coalition Government
is bound to have its complications,
but it is necessary that they should
consult together. and come to one
decision.

ad 8. 8. @d 9mdiam
(Qaarrar . F. oyi. @ewreurger)
(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

You help us to come to a decision.
What is your opinion ?

OCE € 928D .

(Ba. Qeevell @enraurger)

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

If you ask me for my help, I say,
transport all papers instead of making
this invidious distinction, because the
decision you have made today is to
refuse to transport only the
“ Aththa ” and the “ Jana Dina ”, the
only two papers which take a poli-
tical position opposed to the
Government.

ag 8. 8, ¢, 9dBam

(Qaerres . (F. oyi. Gavraisar)

(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

Even the “Siyarata” is not being
transported.

oCw € &I .

(Bm. Qevevel] @ewreui sar)

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

Now, you have asked me to help
you ; please allow me to do so.

WO S,

(8. Qsarier)

(Mr. Keuneman)

It is not necessary to transport the
“Siyarata ” because it is a weekly
and weeklies need not be transported
in-the2 Gy T. B. buses.

r . —
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ecHE @ Q%@Bﬂm @can.
(Bmw. Qavevell @enraui ger)
(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

Sir, I am quite accustomed to these
red herrings being drawn across the
trail in order to confuse the real
issue. That is not a question of the
“Siyarata” which claims to be the
party paper of the U. N. P. or of the
“ Samasamajist ” which claims to be
the official organ of the L. S. S. P. The
point at issue now is the decision not
to transport political papers in C.T.B.
buses. The Hon. Minister has decided
that papers of this country should be
divided into two categories, political
and national. I think the C.T. B. has
not made any such division of papers
into political and national. You have
decided that party or political papers
cannot be transported and that papers
that are not political can be trans-
ported.

I do think that the hon. Parliamen-
tary Secretary exceeded himself
there. In trying to defend an indefen-
sible position one is apt to make
statements on the spur of the moment
which one would not like to repeat.
But I am not taking him up on that
matter. I want to get to the bottom
of this. I want to find out what is
the principle on which this Govern-
ment is acting.

How many Ministries are there ?

e »HOBY S,

(8. Omarwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

Seventeen.

ecid € 9HIIAD .
(B . Gavewsd @WGUL;";SFGJT)
(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

Only seventeen so far? Now, Sir,
are thesz seventeen Ministries acting
on seventeen different sets of princi-
ples? What is the position of the Hon.
Minister of Nationalized Services?
Are vou prepared to transport the
“Tribune ”?

5——aols 8595 (65/9)
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eV e,
(B Qaarar)
(Mr. Keuneman)
What about “ Bajari Hatana ”?

oé 8. 8. ¢ BED (929, 18w

@ S8¢GAG @B 23E3 BN L)) _
(Qserras . 1F. 19 Dovaur—arenfl, HrLs
ureer, Nerdflana e Fmb FamLl (IPS
QU(THLD ) :
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva—Minister of

Land, Irrigation and Power and Leader of
the House)

What is bajari?

o € IR .

(8. Qaevell @enraui ger)

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

That is what you were compelled
to eat during the war. We did not
have to eat that because we were
either in jail or in hiding.

I want to know whether these
seventeen Ministries got seventeen
different definitions, with regard to
newspapers, whether they are natio-
nal newspapers or political
newspapers. The Hon. Minister of In-
dustries has already defined the |
“ Tribune” as a national news- |
paper. '

o 8. 8. ¥ @Rdian
(Qaerres 2. 1S, oyi. @ewralsear)
(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)
No.

oW € @i Dws.
(B Cevewell @enroui ser)
(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

You said so in your written Ans- |
wer. Please look at it. I heard it. The
“Tribune ” which is a weekly paper |
is characterized as a national news- |

paper.
aé 8. 8. gl eRRiam
(Qaorres 12, 17, DT, (ST Il T )
(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)
It depends on the issue.

eCwW € 9HIZAD .

(Slm. Qevevell @ enreur ger)

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

Then these newspapers can change
from week to week. One week it can |
be a national newspaper and the fol- |
lowing week it can be a political
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[ecw' @ @emddim Sw.]
newspaper. That would raise issues
for the C. T. B. One week you can
say that it is a national newspaper
and tell the C. T. B. to transport it,
and the next week you can say it has
become political and therefore not to

transport it.

I want to know from the Hon.
Minister of Nationalized Services
what his view is. Is the “ Tribune”
a national newspaper as was stated
in the Answer given by the Hon.
Minister of Industries ? Or, is your
view the same as that which he takes
up today, namely, that it can change
from week to week ? Or, is it your
position that the “Tribune” is a
political newspaper ? It is important
that you come to some decision. One
thing is clear from these discussions
and replies from these Ministers, that
is they are not prepared to give the
same rights to those newspapers
that politically oppose the Govern-
ment as to those that politically sup-
port the Government,

DS, PNNEG
(Qzeorror *&SETSF)
{The Hon. Sugathadasa)

What about the “ Siyarata ”?

eCey @ 92l Ow,

(5. Qevevel @enrautser)

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

There is this constant red herring
of the “ Siyarata ” drawn across the
trail. I am not complaining about the
% Siyarata ”. Nobody is complaining
about it.

GWDBOBY ¢,
(5m. Qaarwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

Nobody reads it, that is why no-
body is complaining about it.

eC’ 8 92r2dRsy D,
(8. Qavevell @awreur gar)
(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

We are raising the question of the
“ Aththa ” and the “ Jana Dina ”. We
are raising the question of these two
dailies which you clafia'“ssupport

R = o P ol ne EYocd 5% @) 254 B\ (= A
BICI LDy @BIR) @& WCW
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the Opposition and oppose the Gov-
ernment in much the same way as
the so-called national newspapers
support the Government and oppose
the Opposition. Like the “ Siyarata ”
and the “ Sama Samajaya” those
two newspapers are not the organs of
political parties. They are iree to
express any views they like.

QG WODGE
(Oserrey &&ESTF)

(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

You are having better facilities
Nnow.

eCed € 9ol Ow,
(Bw. Qavene] @Genreui ger)
(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

But not for transport by the C.T.B.
We want to know what the position
is with regard to this matter. Is each
Ministry free to decide independent-
ly as to which newspapers are poli-
tical and which newspapers are
national? If they are so free, then one
Ministry may decide that they are
national and another may decide
that they are political, whilst yet
another may decide that some of
them are international. We want to
know the position. It is important,
from the point of view of the public,
that this Government should give a
decision in this matter and that the
Cabinet should assume responsibility
for such decision.

Qssnid SuIH

(s SrE@Hh 9)EsEseur)

(The Presiding Member)

The hon. Member’s time is up.

cCed € @RIV e,
(8. CQavensl] @Homraurger)
(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

I bow to your Order, and sit down,
Sir.

& &n. 515

@B ggBmed ew. (Smed)

(8. ofs cg};c@ysﬁr@mmr—wfrﬂ;"a:&vr)

(Mr. Alick Aluwihare—Matale)

ab wenednds, og Se gIhs
B BNefewd® 8D nBeded @538
DéumoDacnsy 8989sF JWC &8
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sar. grrmsertTs Sysearay Gupm L ehl—
srowrs err@serrs Cauln@umLns oS star
Cuir Cuir Gms&api For. 197C e oyg LLIent
Ga @. Cur. &. foaermstr SyennG G
B sersw SHM_ESLT Soeflas O LDE FIT
e Ser  (ApSTUT Qeuair Q@uvarm e

Ca1" Qs QarerenHG per.

20557, B)1p& @ b1 STE LD Sov e
sEREE (Par HopS f&rwri @ mg”mias%.fr
2585 spm QsreTyGELI. BEH OTD
orth. ewflLl, Glmareriaar 9Lp&T G SlarLb
sorafman, rud g Qoar, sr&prser
Basurrer @G 95 FDESW eﬂ&ﬂ'wrn;@
o rirgafley G Parrair. @eurser ,,az;mrf?a.;
ar, Oser Bpss AU pr@ser, Qger @5
AL_msena@ms GFary
Curinill @ QokossE (LIS ST
uflesgr stgl QuDoIS Qar® s G Her.
Nrwr @ o i

soflar e LGUTES ms Capp e D&%t ®

E,}u a Guiresr i)

.g.;r_}uLg_t.'fuL'-r_. Qpps

9| T (& it sserinfs @oorsasm @0
Quil @opur@h. @5ss GPOONU

YOOLDE F T oyl &Geir Bar & 5és Qe aor (L.
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b sI_cr TaTg LGHE@ Bpps WCr
Bunp gerenpuh sengms sr Cawvyd
Qusirmr prer oyaind i gjeni&tors Gar” B
Qs reren&l per.
sl Suwrs, LDL” LS & O LILJ e (LD &)
apemas@ileauie G emdll Cuirdwers
F& Coroamu Hrinbss CouerOQioer s
Cal'@s Qareren@Cper. @ps dlepusams
BIar Qpereri IebEFi el HEhHenL i
s s HsGE Qaran®  epHamsECper.
ST LGB0 g Qg Lo sEns®
apar i t-Gaoriiy aaaplaragen il aurel
Weprrs peoL GQupp Curi i ri eerers
Coemer Hs  euanoreraperer oo s
Qs Hs emmwrery GarQldes s gl
B ssmsw @ Corevauemi o raTFsD )T
985 Caer@Ouers Cai(, sTena@ @)@
Cusasp@ em spsiiugmss 0ar®ss
Bdvauii Yaursens®  perplapl e s
Cuéens apy-pH50arerensC per.

Yrtaznsred @uIB

(Boventn SrEEHh omsS se)

(The Presiding Member)

The hon. Member for Agalawatta.

p2de JuY, DO, eweddh
(@er il ered. erib. QuGrar)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I have a personal explanation to

make, with the permission of the
Minister.

Qiasndred 0538
(rasga)smm STEIEHLD  9)E1% 5 Heuir )
(The Presiding Member)

Yes, after the hon. Member for
Agalawatta speaks.

gBE 9oatiny .
(Bar. gyofled aper@ms)
(Mr. Anil Moonesinghe)

I will speak after the Hon.
Minister, because I am making a
personal explanation.

Qeitasnsied @53
( FOVEOLD STHIEHLD OIS g Foui )
(The Presiding Member)

I am afriad I cannot allow that,

because the Hon. Minister must wind
up.
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That was not the undertaking given
by the Hon. Speaker.

s, 1965-66

QEusndied 53

(B@venn STHEIEGLD IS S TOU)

(The Presiding Member)

I have nothing here to indicate
anything like that.

i’?bﬁ@p @%aoaﬁ @¢a.

(B 2aiie aparSis)

(Mr. Anil Moonesinghe)

Well, the Clerk is aware of what
was arranged.

QEessndid 9533

( ZqVMID STEGD IYEISSSaT)
(The Presiding Member)

My Ruling stands.

gBE 8%ty B,

(B ool apar&iis)

(Mr. Anil Moonesinghe)

I do not mind. I will speak now.

Certain remarks were made on the
Floor of this House, and I would like
to make some reference by way of
reply to those remarks.

Reference was made to Mrs. Wana-
sundera, and the remark was made
in such a way as to make it appear
to have been a wrong act for Mrs.
Wanasundera to be seconded for duty
from the C.T.B. to the Ministry of
Communications. That is exactly
what happened. She was brought in
as confidential stenographer to work
in the Ministry without any addi-
tional salary or payment whatsoever.
I cannot see anything wrong in that,
but the hon. Parliamentary Secretary
spoke in such a way as to make it
appear that it was a wrong act,
something which was shady, and
reference was also made to her
~ relationship to the hon. Member for

Yatiyantota. Surely, is this the type
' of remark, is this the tvoe of argu-
ment that you try to adduee.dn, this
Debate ? It is only an ‘attempt’on

Hewidm @535 @8 AC®
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your part to sling mud. That is
exactly what you have been
attempting to do.

I must say that when I was the
Minister my Permanent Secreta
who was also at that time the Chaijr-
man of the C.T.B. and I discussed
matters together, and on the ques-
tion of employment we decided to
have a system of employment—a plan
of employment—which was lackin
previously. It was while working this
system out that the General Elec-
tion came around. You have not
produced a single letter of mine to
say : “ Appoint so and so before the
General Election.”

cDEened .
(9. Quassr)
(Mr. Welagedera)
I did.

gBC YmBon .

(5w yalle aperfms)

(Mr. Anil Moonesinghe)

Not before the General Election.

edcowcsd .

(. Qaalssr)
(Mr. Welagedera)
In March.

qe:?ﬁc’" 8anlloss Ocn.
(8. yefler aparFms)
(Mr. Anil Moonesinghe)

March this year, that is after the
General Election.

cPconed dw.
(8@ Qaebssr)
(Mr. Welagedera)
No.

TBE @aniln .

(S ofley aparSms)

(Mr. Anil Moonesinghe)

After the commencement of the
elections. That is what I wanted to
sav s.after the defeat of the Govern-
ment oon December 3rd.
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It was agreed that all appointments
of a permanent character must be
made with the approval of the board,
on the basis of some system. There
were certain appointments of a
casual nature; for instance, the
washing of buses was given out on a
sort of contract basis at the rate of
so much for a bus. The rate, if I
remember right, was 50 cents for a
single decker and 75 cents for a
double decker. We left it to the depot
manager and the regional manager to
make these appointments. I do not
deny that. At various stages when
people came to me asking for
employment I did refer them, but I
never asked regional managers or
depot managers to make an appoint-
ment without the person concerned
being tested and without his having
the required qualifications.

I remember, the question of
mechanics in the C. T. B. came up for
consideration. The cadre of the C. T.
B. in relation to mechanics was, if I
remember right, .7 for a bus. I am not
exactly sure of the figure, but it was
something like that. When we
considered this matter we found that
this was greatly inadequate and,
therefore, we decided to increase the
cadre of the C. T. B. with regard to
mechanics. The cadre requirement of
mechanics in the C. T. B. had been
fixed on the basis of the cadre of the
London Transport Board, where the
mechanics are supposed to be quali-
fied mechanics, where they have a
quite different system of repairs. In
the London Transport Board, when a
bus is brought for repairs there is no
question of a shortage of spare pax:ts.
For instance, if they find something
wrong with the engine, the whole
engine is removed and a new engine
is fixed on to the bus. Under the
system prevailing in the London
Transport Board there was alwayg a
sufficient stock of spare parts unlike
in the Ceylon Transport Board.

Mr. Douglas Gunasekera, who is
now a very high official in the service
of the C. T. B., was one of the officers
who was in charge of the supply
division of the C. T. B, but they
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never had an inventory of the stocks _Q

held. It was started only after I
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became the Minister. In this connec- |

tion I should like to pay a tribute to
the then Chairman of the C. T. B., |
Mr. Rajendra, and Dr. Tillekaratne, |

who was the then General Manager, |
for working as a team to bring about =

a system in the working of the C. T. |

do.

The hon. Member for Beruwala :_

B. That was what we were trying to &

by
-
s

l

(Mr. Abdul Bakeer Markar) referred @

to the case of one Simon. As the @
Minister in charge of the C. T. B. I |

used to get requests from the mem- g
bers of the U. N. P. also in regard =

to various matters, and many of |

them were reasonable requests. s

The hon. First Member for Battica-

f)

loa (Mr. Rajadurai) for the first time £

came to me with various suggestions =

in regard to the bus service
Batticaloa. Although there

C. T. B. for this area, only twelve

in
were
forty buses on the books of the

were working at the time I became

Minister. These

attended to.

requests

Then my good Friend, the Hon.®

Minister of Communications, saw

me with regard to a bus service to be
inaugurated in his electorate, and 1~

am proud to say that was the first bus’
service I inaugurated after I became
a Minister. So you will see that there
was no political discrimination.

If the contention of the hon.
Parliamentary Secretary is correct I
should not have inaugurated a bus®

service on that route because during™

five months of the year that road is
not usable. If no service was provid-
ed those people would have had to
walk about ten miles. I

The hon. Parliamentary Secretary
also read out a big list of the works
that had been started and not com-"
pleted. I agree that we had no time tc
work out a system of priorities and
then commence work accordingly
That was because the Coalition
Government lasted only for eighf®
months, out of which three months

were
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had to be spent on the election
campaign, but we were going to do
that.

I must say that all the bus services
that were started in different areas
were approved by the depot manag-
ers, and wherever the P. W. D. was
involved, they were started with the
approval of the P. W. D. engineer in
the area. The P. W. D. was rather slow
in bringing roads up to date. They
sometimes did not allow buses on
roads where ten-ton lorries ply.

So you will see that the purpose of
the allegations made by hon. Memb-
ers on that side was to show that
something quite extraordinary had
been done while I was Minister.

The hon. Parliamentary Secretary
to the Minister of Local Government
wanted me to answer to a certain
statement made by the C. T. B. I am
not in a position to do that now
because, as the hon. Member for
Yatiyantota (Dr. N. M. Perera),
pointed out it would be sub judice. If
you are going to put me on trial and
appoint people who are members of
the U. N. P. to judge, what is the
position ? Surely, there is a dictum in
law which says that justice must not
only be done but should undoubted-
ly and manifestly be seen to be
done. They have forgotten that
elementary principle.

Well, Sir, I do not want to take
much more of your time and the Hon.
Minister’s time. I tried to show that
when 1 became Minister and took
over the work of the C. T. B. I insti-
tuted a system, not of stooges, but of
people who were prepared to work
hard. I never asked them what their
religion was, what their caste was or
what their politics were. I never
asked them those questions.

People were promoted on the basis
of merit and, to the credit of the then
‘chairman, may I say that for the first
‘time we implemented a policy. We
thought ahead and said imiitwenty
years time we must have good oificers

BHewldm 0I5 Ve VE®
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who could look after these nationaliz-
ed services and we must, therefore,
for that purpose recruit young people
and train them for that job. That was
the way we set about things.
Of course, in these matters there can
be many shortcomings. But you have
in a very ungentlemanly manner
tried to take advantage of those
shortcomings and tried to throw a
little mud hoping that it would stick.

H&e DY, 98, cmels
(sr & erer. erib, QuGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I do not think you were here, but
I undertook to place before this
House a notice showing how the
buses were specifically used for the
purpose of their meeting on the 5th.
Unfortunately this notice had been
removed yesterday, which is the 6th.
It was there on the 4th and the 5th.
It goes as follows :

Jo’ ¥ ¢uIDOW

98¢ #3%hd B8m 1@ e Omeww® AT
©8fFe @8 BOemPd—0wnda®d, emQd—
eNnIC, EoemPD—EBEwrS ¢c—Eoemyd—
BoewiOed gmd Sed® A WIMwE Bedm
Bene, 0 ernGLACTNT Ges PWD B e
RNy €CH) ued.

aG WOMEE
(Oserres &&ss5re)
(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

D¢ U B BewsYem ? ®Wae
gy ey WG BB e ?

&g, 0. B.45
aNndw Y. 98, cwedsd

(sor g erer. erib. QuGrrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Obviously, therefore, this was
meant specifically for the purpose of
the meeting on the 5th. I am not
blaming them. All that I am saying is
that people will also say the same
thing. But I have an apology to make
to the Minister. I thought this was
sighed by the Hon. Minister. That
was the impression that I had first.
Tn withdraw the statement I made
eariier.” It was not signed by the
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Minister ; it was signed by the depot

manager. And it was also given over
the radio.

Od, WG
(Qaer ra G &G GG )
(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

The first time I heard of it was in
this House.

G VY, 8. cuedd
(seor 5l & orer. erib. QuCrzir)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I now know that the Minister
came to know about this matter for
the first time only in the House but
my worry is that the Minister is only
nominally Minister while the person
next to him appears to be the
Minister of the C. T. B.

ad WO
(Qaerrer &&ssr&)

(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

Mr. Chairman, I am indeed very
happy and I must thank the hon.
Member for Yatiyantota for having
made up his mind to offer me an
apology. Earlier, about three-quarters
of an hour ago, he made a rather
serious allegation against me. I knew
where I stood and I challenged him
to produce the letter if it was signed
by me. I am glad he has produced
that letter which we now know has
been signed by somebody else and
not by me. And, like a gentleman, he
has apologized to me.

e85y .

(Blap. Qsarier)

(Mr. Keuneman)

But why had a circular to be
issued ?

aéy OB Es

(Qserras 5551 )

(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

That is a different matter entirely.
It is a matter for the board. There are
certain officers who are entrusted
with certain responsibilities and who
have to carry out certain duties. I am
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not expected to find out whether a
particular bus is running or whether
a particular bus is not running. I am
not expected to know about such
matters unless specific instances are
brought to my notice.

2
—ENOED

The hon. Member for Dompe is not
here. He raised a very pertinent
question, about which, perhaps, he
was not very sure of the facts him-
self, He said that I do not have
sufficient powers to develop and
expand the nationalized services
since my powers were limited. But I
am happy to tell him, probably he
may not have gone through the
Estimates of my Ministry, that we
are expanding, we are developing,
and we are improving the service. I
do not want to deal at length with
this matter since he is not here, but
if he would only refer to the Esti-

_ mates relating to my Ministry he will

be able to find out the amount of
money that has been allotted for
various improvements with regard to
expansion of the service.

My burden has been lessened by
my hon. Friend the Junior Minister.
The hon. Member for Yatiyantota
raised a few questions. I wish to
answer him before I get on to an-
swering other questions. He wanted
to know about Mr. Samarakoon. I
think in regard to Mr. Samarakoon
the Junior Minister has answered
well.—[Interruption.] But I can say
this. According to my information,
there was no inquiry held when he

was transferred to Homagama. He
asked for an inquiry.

o8 VIRNOleww

(Csorrar o9)ms s sant 2GR

(An hon. Member)

Will you now hold an inquiry ?

YNl O3B
(g?@imw ,a;fmh@jm D18 & el )
(The Presiding Member)

If the Hon. Minister will address |

the Chair, there will be no trouble.
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DO AWM
(Qserras & %5 ST )

(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

Mr. Samarakoon was transferred
within 24 hours as a result of various
allegations made against him.
Mr. Samarakoon was prepared to go
on transfer provided there was an

wmm, 1965-66

inquiry held. There was no such:

inquiry held.

In regard to Pantis of the Port
Workers’ Union, I do not know how
‘the hon. Member for Polonnaruwa
(Mr. Leelaratne Wijesinghe) came to
know all about Mr. Pantis. Polon-
naruwa is so far away from Colombo.
Anyway, I am happy that he came to
know all about Mr. Pantis, the
harbour and the struggles of the
harbour workers. In the case of Pan-
tis, an inquiry was held. On the first
occasion he was warned that he was
not to address workers at muster
time. We gave him that warning.

Gl DY, O, cweddh
(seor 85 erer. erth, QulTrm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

That is not correct.

A HODEE

(Qaerres &%%srs)

(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

As usual, the Member for Yatiyan-
tota (Dr. N. M. Perera) does not want
to accept a true statement, but later,
when he finds that he is wrong, he
will come and apologize.

He was warned when he addressed
the workers at muster time.

@rnde sy, DO, cueld
(ser & erer. erd. QuGrrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera) '
Next time I shall not apologize !

D& PO
(Qaorreas &5 5TE)

(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

There is a rule in the port that no
leader shall address the workers
without permission. Pantis had not
obtained prior permission to do so.
- He was asked not to repeat it, not to
' defy authority. But what did he do ?
~ He thought he was a law unto him-
 self. The very next day headdressed

Bewidm @38 Oew LGw

1748

—ZNEE 60D

the workers, and we had to
take action. An inquiry was held. He
was called upon to give his explana-
tion ; it was unsatisfactory. In the in-
terests, therefore, of maintaining dis-
cipline and order in the harbour
action was taken.

In the case of Mr. Samarakoon,
within twenty-four hours he was
transferred. That is my information.
There appears to be a difference of
opinion between the hon. Member
for Yatiyantota (Dr. N. M. Perera)
and the hon. Member for Polon-
naruwa (Mr. Leelaratne Wijesinghe).

In regard to the construction of
the refinery, that was a project moot-
ed by the last Government. Five
firms were asked to tender. Only
three submitted tenders and they are
being examined now.

SWDOBY Des,

(8. Qsarier)

(Mr. Keuneman)

You are not calling for fresh
tenders ?

DG WADEE
(Qserres o&sE5TF)
(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

No.
e Y. DO, cuedsd

(soorflG erer. er. QUGTTr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)
You have not given up the project?

OO HODNEE

(Qserre: %&55TF)

(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

No, we have not given up the
project.

The hon. Member for Yatiyantota
(Dr. N. M. Perera) raised another
question in regard to the manufac-
ture of bus chassis. Proposals for
the manufacture of bus chassis in
Ceylon were invited from manufac-
turers whose chassis are used by the
C. T. B. Proposals were to have been
received by the 31st March, 1965.
Proposals from a number of manu-
facturers were received by the 20th
March. It was arranged that these
proposals should be examined by a
committee under the chairmanship
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of the Permanent Secretary to the
Ministry of Industries with repre-
sentatives of the Treasury and the
C.TB. on it. This committee was
asked to submit a report to Govern-
ment for a final decision. A report

has not yet been received from this
committee. The committee is yet

studying the proposals that have been
received.

gl D5y, DO, ewedd
(srp S erer. ern. QuGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

You are going ahead ?

Al BOHWGE
(Qzerreu & a5 srs)
(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

Yes, we are going ahead.

There is another matter which the
hon. Member for Yatiyantota (Dr.
N. M. Perera), the hon. Third Mem-
ber for Colombo Central (Mr.
Keuneman), and several other hon.
Members referred to and that is the
question of sports. The hon. Member
for Yatiyantota wanted to know what
our plans are. The hon. Third Mem-
ber for Colombo Central wanted to
know why we are not establishing
a sports council.

e »HOsY e,
(8@ Qsarer)

(Mr. Keuneman)
1 wanted to know your attitude to
it.

adl BOaBEE

(Oserras &&55TF)

{(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

I shall tell the hon. Member what
our attitude is. Perhaps, he does not
know what a sports council is. Some-
body probably told him about a
national sports council and he duti-
fully raised the matter here. I do
not blame him at all.

e sy .

(Bm. Qserwner)

(Mr. Keuneman)

I ask the Hon. Minister to educate
me.
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(QOserres &&sETE)
(The Hon. Sugathadasa)
I shall do so. I do not blame him.
The responsibilities of the Depart-

ment of Sports will be (a) to foster,
promote, organize, and encourage

* the development of sport and provide

facilities for sport generally through-
out Ceylon with a view to promoting
the physical welfare of the people;
(b) to formulate and implement
measures to raise the standard of
sport in Ceylon. To achieve these
objectives, the department may (1)
establish and maintain facilities for
sport ; (2) encourage competition on
a local, district, national, or inter-
national basis; (3) undertake, orga-
nize, and finance inter-district com-
petitions for youth; (4) provide
grants, scholarships, technical assist-
ance, sports gear, and equipment to
national controlling bodies, local
bodies, and voluntary sports organi-
zations, (5) maintain and improve
the standard of judging, umpiring,
and refereeing of sports and of |
officiating at sports events and con-
duct courses for such purposes. The |
department will also undertake such |
other responsibilities as may be
assigned by the Ministry. It is also |
proposed that an advisory committee
representing various national sports
organizations should be established |
to advise the department on its |
activities. ?‘
Many hon. Members have stated— |
I agree with them—that sports
activities should not be confined to |
the City of Colombo and the provin- |
cial towns. I agree with them in toto. |
I propose to take sports to the most
rural and remote areas. I have |
visited many parts of Ceylon—|
Batticaloa, Trincomalee and many |
other places. I know that there is
latent talent there which we have to
discover. If we take these youths in
hand and give them the necessary:
encouragement, particularly financial
assistance in the case of poor people
who are unable to buy sports mate-
rial, I have no doubt that we shall
be able to compete with any team,
particularly from the Asian
countries. We propose to do that.
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Next, there is the question raised
by the hon. Third Member for
Colombo Central (Mr. Keuneman).
He asked me what my attitude is to-
wards the establishment of a national
sports council. I can dismiss that
subject with one remark by compar-
ing it to the Arts Council and what
is happening there. Nevertheless, I
wish to give the hon. Member the
details. What is a national sports
council ? It is an organization, either
nominated by the Minister or enacted
by legislation, with a body of mem-
bers who may or may not know what
sport is. The hon. Member for
Yatiyantota knows, because he is
himself involved in certain matters
connected with cricket, what is hap-
pening in that organization where he
played a leading part. He has gone
to the courts now. I was in favour
of the establishment of a national
sports council.

OB OBY s,

(D@ Qserwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

You have changed your mind after

the instance of the football
association in which you were.

Sa WOWE
(Qserrer &&gsra)
(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

The football association had noth-
ing to do with this. Fortunately,
there is nothing wrong there.

@l duY. 9. eueds
(sorflE) ereir. erib. Qurrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Why not have representatives of
all organizations in one body?

DG BHAWGLs
(Caorrar T & BT )
(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

I am going to have it. I do not
want anybody to indulge in any
manoeuvring or canvassing and
thereby destroy the goodobjects of
the Government. That is the Feazon;

— NS BEND

g. e, 6.0

Unless you have a department you
will not be able to improve sports and

you will not be able to develop sports.
I am sure when the National Sports
Courcil is formed they would be able
to go to the furthest part of Ceylon
to promote sports ; for instance, they
would be able to go to Baddegama to
find a playground in Baddegama for
giving recreational facilities to the
boys and girls of Baddegama. The
idea is that. I am thankful to the
hon. Third Member for Colombo Cen-
tral for saying that Rs. 5 lakhs is not
enough. Rs. 5 lakhs has been pro-
vided just for a start. But I shall
come before the House for further
assistance. I am glad that he is pre-
pared to give us all agsistance and
co-operation in order to develop,
improve and sponsor sports today. I
am very happy and thankful to him
in regard to that matter.

The hon. Third Member for Col-
ombo Central also said that we
must begin to train now itself. That
is quite true and correct. There are
two international meets to be held
next year, in 1966. Commonwealth
Games are to take place next year in
Jamaica.

SN 5Y D¢,
(B Qsarwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

That is not among the objects of
the Ministry that you read out.

N BFOMEEs
(Oserrer s srs)
(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

Why not? Shall I read it again?

ad o . LwudRm
(Qsorrar Geg. oyf. sgueui ser)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
Yol “can include it.


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

1753
Jesddm ewiluw’

NS ADGE3

(Qaerrar & 5re)

(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

I read it. It is included here.

wm, 1965-66

WMDY sY Des.
( B Qaariwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

If you say it is included, it is
enough.

O PG
(Qaerres &%5sTF)
(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

It is there. Next year there are
two international competitions to
take place, one in Jamaica and the
other in Bangkok—Asian Games and
Commonwealth Games. Most of the
bodies are under training now. We
are setting apart a certain amount of
money so that we can train them.

95y D,
(8. Querier)
(Mr. Keuneman)

I'rom the Rs. 50,000?

NG BONGE
(Qaerrou &a&sITEF)
(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

From Rs. 5 lakhs. But we are com-
ing before you. Rs. 5 lakhs is not
enough.

The hon. Member for Walapane
(Mr. T. B. M. Herath) said that in-
stead of confining sports to the pro-
vineial towns we must take sports
to his own area too. That is one of
my objects, to take it to the furthest
corner of Ceylon. It is possible to
do it.—[Interruption]. He is very
keen to do that.

About the Port, the hon. Member
" for Agalawatta (Mr. Anil Moone-
singhe), in other words, my prede-
cessor, spoke of the welfare schemes.
Yes, we are having welfare schemes
—we are having canteens, we are
going to give them more canteen faci-
lities, we are going to have a library,
we are going to have medical faci-
lities and all other fagilities.  The

1965 e ef o @8 7
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hon. Member for Agalawatta started
giving loans to the workers.
thanking him, I must also tell hon.
Members that the interest charged is
too high.

While

@ O, 8. emeld
(sorflE erer. erid. QuiGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

How much ?

AL LHADG L

(Qaarrer &% &5TE)
(The Hon. Sugathadasa)
Nine per cent.

Gpds DuY. 8. cweld
(saor & erer. erib. QuGrar)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

No.

A HODGES

(Qaerres &&55TF)

(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

Nine per cent. was charged and

that was one of the issues taken up
at my election. |

e de 95y, 0. cuweld |
(s Fl G erair. orib. QuUGrrm) :
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

It is the Lady Lochore Fund that |
charged 9 per cent.

A WODEGE

(Q@erral &F&sETeE)

(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

The rate of interest that the work-

ers of the Port (Cargo) Corporation
were charged was 9 per cent.

=

araa DY, 8. cueddh
(seorflG erer. erib. QuGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

That is Lady Lochore Fund.

O BODEGE

(Qaerres &&G5E)

(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

When I took up office I gave them |
a promise saying it is too high. They |
are not investing money, they are
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borrowing this money in order to
get out of their financial difficulties.
I am glad to inform the hon. Mem-
bers that the Administrator of the
Lady Lochore Fund, who happened
to be the Charity Commissioner, saw
me. I told him that the rate of inter-
est charged was too high and it must
be reduced. I am glad to be able to
inform you of his decision—and I
must pay this tribute to him—to re-
duce the rate of interest to 7 per cent.

ey .

(8. Qserwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

What is the bank’s rate of inter-
est ?

6l BODEE
(Qaerres %&&Hmra)
(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

It is 8 or 9 per cent.

@8 DuY. O8. cuvelsb

(sar & eror. erb. QuUGrrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

The Central Bank gives at 5 per
cent. interest.

ad BOMELs

(Cserres &5 5TF)

(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

I do not know what it is. Nine per
cent. was charged at the time the
hon. Member for Agalawatte initiat-
ed the loan scheme. But I say even
7 per cent. is too much, you must
reduce that as well.

eBE @enti-ey .

(8@ gale qparfis)

(Mr. Anil Moonesinghe)

The C. T. B. charges 5 or 6 per
cent.

& HOMGE

(Qserres &5 ETE)

(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

I am nct sure. I think it is 6 per
cent. But that must be reduced still
further.

Bewl & @538 Dew DEw
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(8. gyafle qparfes)
(Mr. Anil Moonesinghe)
I introduced that too.

AL BODEES
(Qserrer sagsrs)
(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

It must be reduced still further. If
possible, give free of interest.

Gl duY. 8. cuedsH

(sorfl& erer. erib. QuGrrm)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Your Friend objected to giving
loans, and so on.

DG BADEE
(Qsorrer &assrs)
(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

There is one matter I must refer
to. I am rather reluctant to do so.
I do not wish to go against my cons-
cience. I am not one who throws or
flings mud at anybody, I do not like
to do il. The hon. Second Member for
Colombo Central, the Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Local
Government, read an article which
stated that two members of the
C. T. B. sat in judgment over the use
of vehicles and other things said to
have been done by the hon. Member
for Agalawatte.

B e ¢C8F O (A6 ®®)
(Bw B y gedlo—LsCseL)
(Mr. Neal de Alwis—Baddegama)
Who inspired them ?

A& HODEEB
(Qaerres &&ssms)
(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

I say, do not believe that report at
all, put it into the dust bin. We
accept that. But, will you not accept
what the hon. Member for Agala-
watte did when he scrapped the re-
port of two U. N. P. members on the
Board of directors who said that he
abused certain privileges? I am
sorry; ‘I"do not want to do this, but
I have to because for the second
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time the hon. Member said that be-
cause it happened to be a report sub-
mitted by two members of the
U. N. P. he scrapped the report. I
would have been happy if I did not
make reference to this at all. He is
a good friend and a colleague of mine
in the Colombo Municipal Council.
He should have refrained from par-
ticipating in this Debate. I shall read
h1§ own letter. He sent this letter
with the request that the report of
he two members of the U. N. P. be
burned. This is what he says.—
[Interruption]. No I will read some-
thing else which is rather sensa-
tional. This is what he says: -

“ 30, Welikadawatte,
Nawala,
Tth April, 1965.

The General Manager,
Ceylon Transport Board,
Kirula Road,

Colombo.

Dear Sir,

Since I assumed office as Minister
of  Communications I have been using
cars belonging to the C. T. B. in connec-
tion with my official duties. I cortinued
to do so even after the dissolution of
Parliament and the commencement of the
general elections. As in the course of
these journeys I also at times attended to
matters connected with my election cam-
paign, 1 prefer to make some suitable
payment in respect of such use.

It is of course not possible to sort out
precisely what would be the strictly
private use of the car as separate from
the official work ; but from any point of
view it cannot in my estimate exceed
Rs. 600. I, therefore, hand over herewith
Rs. 700 in payment.

Yours faithfully,
Sgd. Anil Moonesinghe ”

—[Interruption]. 1 do not want fo
enter into an argument at all. This
is what he has stated. You know

what it is.

e»Osy .
(B Qsarwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

Nobody had asked him to pay any

moneyv. He has voluntarily made
that payment.

6—apl5 8395 (65/9)
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@Be OsY. 8. evedsh

(soor 8@ erer. erib. QuUGrrm)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

What are you talking ? Every day
vou are using official cars for your
private purposes. You are talking
nonsense.—[Interruption].

QEitasndid 9539

(SEeID GirBIEHLD O)EIS S FUNT )

(The Presiding Member)

Order, please! Will the Hon.
Minister please address the Chair and
avoid all this disturbance ?

aé WO
(Qaerrar &&55TF)
(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

May I tell the hon. Member for
Yatiyantota (Dr. N. M. Perera) that
we do not say that we are not using
the cars for private purposes ; nor do
we deny it. The hon. Member for
Agalawatta says that he did so. That
is the crux of the problem. If he had
denied it, then the hon. Member can
hurl his question at us. That was the
argument made by the hon. Member
for Dompe (Mr. F. R. Dias Bandara-
naike). I am sorry he is not here. He
said that the hon. Member for Agala-
watta did not do anything wrong. I
am not arguing that matter. I would
never have read this letter because it
is against my conscience to do so, but
I had to read it in order to supple-
ment what the hon. Junior Minister
said.

ceRemBhdiew O, . B8 |
(gmledes)

(Qm&L i erew. ar. nﬁ.-‘eisfm@,@{@)—gyab@
paven)

(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe—Akuressa)
There is nothing wrong in that
letter.

NG HOWMEes

(Qaersas &35ETF)

(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

We can argue about the rights and
wrongs of it. That is a different
matter.

1768
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SDDHOBY .

(Bap. Qaarer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

Has any Minister of the present
Government who has used an official
car for a private function either
willingly or unwillingly ever volun-
tarily submitted a sum of money as
payment for such use ?

O DI
(Qserorey &&535TF)
(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

That is not an answer. There may
be so many murders and you are
asking me whether —[Interruption].
That is a different matter. If there
has been any such use of official cars
you can raise that question at the
appropriate time. This is not the time
to do so. Here you are on trial ; we
are not on trial. That is the position.

gerssndiad @53
(s&D@Nn STEGD IEES ST )
(The Presiding Member)

Will the Hon. Minister please get
on to the next point ?

& PaDE
(Qserres ssgsTF)
(The Hon. Sugathadasa) = = *

Sir, I should like to read another.
letter, if you will excuse me. This let-

ter is from a friend of all of you, and
for whom you have a high regard. As
a matter of fact, he has been a friend
of yours for a number of years. He
was not a friend of ours. He was
against us.

AE5ND oeBw O, (SR ee®)

(Bm. Quiey. Qerienr—Oa&rapbLs
QsP&H IESSFUT)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa—Colombo South)

What is his name ?

O BBl

(Qzorreu & &5 BT )

(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

I will not tell his name now. But

this is the letter he wrote. It would
not be sweet if I tell higazame aow:

Hewldm 0I5 W VE®W

: -consun_lption,
~revealing.
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it would be sweeter after having read
the contents of the letter. This is the
letter :

“Bus Services Misused for General
Election purposes

As you are undoubtedly aware, the
Bus Services were grossly abused during
the few weeks prior to the date of the
General Election which has just ended
for the free transport of persons to and
from meetings of Coalition candidates.

This was particularly so in the Agala-
watte Klectoral area. I have never
known of an instance where a Govern-
ment institution was so abused for
election purposes as in this case.

I have personally seen Motor Cycles
which are used, I believe, for checking
buses utilised by persons working for the
ex-Minister in charge of the service—now
M. P. for Agalawatte—Mr. Anil Moone-
singhe. I myself noted down the number
of one such vehicle—4 Sri 8412.

The brand new buses sent to the
Matugama Depot were noticed by me
transporting persons to the Walalawita
area round about 11 p.m. on the night of
the 20th instanft. I was informed that
these persons were travelling after a
meeting of candidate Mr. Moonesinghe.

May I suggest that a full enquiry be
made into the working of transport
vehicles as attached to the Matugama
Depot during the months of February
and March. A comparative statement of
the earnings, mileage covered, etc., petrol
etc, would be most

Yours faithfully,
Sgd : Wilmot A Perera.”

@DBe O, 09, cuedd
(sorf @ erer. erib. QuGTTrT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Mr. Wilmot Perera appeared on
your platform for the election.

O BHDEs

(Qearras &I &HTF)

(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

He wrote this because he was so
honest. But he is no friend of mine.
I came to know him casually when
I went to China.

Qs D535
(E%enin FTE@E@D IHSSFau)
(The Presiding Member)

Will the Hon. Minister, please get
on to the next point ?
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AR ot &,
(Bm. Quiel . Qerier)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)
He is your stooge.—[Interruption].

8. cuCony Lwlon Ow, (0&sIm
m (6 g oReS el D)

(B. 1. Qeapper gublbs—ass6ar
R, s pQmifss oyenindeifler Urrm@hLwer
n& erfushe)

(Mr. D. Shelton Jayasinghe—Parlia-
mentary Secretary to the Minister of
Industries and Fisheries)

You cannot call Mr. Wilmot Perera
a stooge.

A8ND cwBRen S,
(8. QuieL- Qerdigr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Ten times over, I will call him a
stooge.

Qs nsrh 535

(so%en GrE@D IhssSN)

(The Presiding Member)

Order, please! Please help the
Chair. [Interruption].

BN cwmEen .

(B Qui@l. Qerien)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)
He is a disgracefu]

@G, LEIDEGE
(Qzorres &&SETE)
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a fairy tale when I tell you, but
nevertheless it is true. When 1 went
to the Badulla Depot, the Depot
Manager told me this story which
you yourself will not pelieve. It is
a story which should be told at the
dinner table ; it is a story which you
should 'tell your grand-children. It
is very interesting. When I heard it
I thought of the hon. Member for
Yatiyantota and a remark which he
had made some years back. 1 think
1 was not in Parliament at that
time, but I remember how he des-
cribed certain people by calling them
(43 gg@) 5355,63.”

This is the story of what had
happened. A bus coming from
Badulla came to Moneragala with

37 passengers. <There the bus
stopped ; it could not proceed
further. The driver got down from

the bus, inspected it and saw smoke
emitting from the radiator. With
difficulty he opened the cap of the
radiator and found that there was
no water. What did he do then?
He conceived a wonderful idea, a
brilliant idea. No scientist could
have conceived an idea of such
brilliance. He went to the nearest
post office and sent a wire to the
Depot Manager of Badulla which is
27 miles from. Moneragala, saying
SDms G SwmBd

(The Hon. Sugathadasa

There were many hon. Members
who spoke on the C. T. B. I do not
disagree with them. In many mat-
ters there is a marked improvement.
Nobody can say that there is no
marked improvement. 1 can ask
any hon. Member from the Opposi-
tion who has come over to see me or
has asked of me a reasonable
request, whether I have denied him
that request. There has been a
marked improvement. Our collec-
tions have gone up. We have today
about 3,000 buses, and of these, I
think about 200 to 300 buses are
returned to the garages €very day.

I will tell you an interesting story.
It ie shocking. It would appear like

thereafter is the
moTe sensational part. The Depot
Manager was not there. The Assis-

tant was there. What did he do?
He got down the breakdown van
and with a ©8=4® and a &Gew

sent it 37 miles away. Would you
believe it ? I refused to believe the
story. I said, “ No, it is not possible.
Somebody must have cooked up this
story to put an innocent person intc
trouble.” So I sent for the man
and the telegram. Both came to me.
The man did not know what I was
going to do with him. I showed the
telegram and asked him, “ Did you

send this telegram ?” He said,
¢« Yas ¥ T asked, “Is this text
yours ? ’ He said, “ Yes.” Then I

advised the fellow and told him that
1 would not take action against him
because if he were dismissed his
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wife and five children would suffer.
I asked him, “ What will happen to
you, to your wife and children ?
Will they not be on the road ?” So
I advised the man and asked him not
to do that kind of thing in future.
Now I understand—I do not know
how far the story is true—that he is
a 100 per cent. U. N. P. man.

a8 Q3 RISew
(Qserrey o)miss e GRILY,
{An hon. Member)
Sabotage,

DG FODG
(Oaerrar &a55rs)
(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

I am glad to tell the hon. Members
 that that type of thing has been
reduced to a very great extent today.
That is the reason why we are
getting better collections. But given
the time—we have been in power
for only 5 months and 12 days as I

have calculated

DB BY ez,
(8. Czarwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

Too long.

DS HODGE
(Qzorrar &%ssrs)
(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

I know. I agree that five months
is too much for us ; nine years is too
little for them to bring misery and
decay into this country. We should
be given more time. They had nine
years.

#nda Y. 99, cuelsb
(serfl& erar. erib. QuBrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

You also had nine years.

B¢ ¢ ¢ @,
(5. fo 19 gysvellon)
(Mr. Neal de Alwis)
Mudalalis.

Fomm SRR e - S =
BIECH S EB)5)
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(Qeerrer saggrs)

(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

I do admit that because of our
misdeeds we were thrown out in
1956. That is why the S. L. F. P.
came into power. The S. L. F. P.
then had nine years and by their
misdeeds they were thrown on to
the other side. They are on that
side mnow. Therefcre we know
exactly what to do and how to
improve the country.

CDWOBY .
(&ls. Qaariset)
(Mr. Keuneman)

Be careful. They are reshuffling
tomorrow.

DG, [FOWE

(Csorres w&5srs)

(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

When we reshuffle, you will see
what the trump card is. Do not

worry. We will have the trump
card.

I do not want to speak at length

with regard to the C. T. B. I wel-
come the suggestions made. I thank
hon. Members for the wvarious

criticisms made. There were con-
structive criticisms,

CADEuY .

(8. Qaarer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

What about the union matter ?

DE WO
(Qaerrea &5 5Trs)
(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

Of course, we have stopped it. I
made an order asking them to stop
it and so hold a plebiscite. I men-
tioned this to the hon. Member for
Yatiyantota when he drew my atten-
tion to it. That has been done. But
although we are going to recognize
the union, you will agree with me
that we cannot deduct the money
from the pay sheet unless they
signify their willingness to our
doing so.
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DBV LY ek,
(8. Qaerwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)
I understand that position. If you
recognize the United Motor
Workers’” Union or any other union

after that, before you deduct any
money, you can get the signatures.

1965-66
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NG P[ODEB

(Q@srrer &&ssTF)

(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

That iz what I am saying. We
have no authority to deduct that

money till then. So both of us are
agreed on that.

Qreszndd 95

(Svar GrE@Eb ESE ST )

(The Presiding Member)

You have only five more minutes
left. We have already eaten into the
time of the Ministry of Industries.

e € @z:READ Ow,

(5. Qavevel] @it Go)

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

What about the transport of anti-
Government papers ?

ad; PO

(Qserral &&5ETF)

(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

The hon. Parliamentary Secretary
has given a reply about that matter.

geumid 93P

(rg%sa‘mm Igg:r.a";@fh :fjfnﬁﬁ;;;j'}rc??mj.'f')
(The Presiding Member)

The Hon. Minister must

kindly wind up.

now

ady HOWMGB

(QaerTa & B HTEF)

(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

I welcome the suggestions made
by all hon. Members. Let us be given
time. Let them have patience. As
far as my Ministry is concerned, at
least, let them give me One year’s
time. 1 will then be able to put

everything right.

1965 enef @S 7

1766

— S %wed

With regard to mechanization in
the harbour, I agree with the hon.
Member for Dompe that we must
mechanize. But when considering
the question of mechanization we
must also have regard to the greatest
problem that we have to tackle, a
problem for which we must one day
or other find a solution—the unem-
ployment problem. About 14,000
people are employed in the port. But
sradually we have got to mechanize.
In fact, we have got several fork lift
trucks.

We are expanding the existing
stores and constructing new stores.

I thank all hon. Members for their
comments. I have taken note of them
and will look into them.

“gs Dy &Becud 1 2» wldMmu wew G
218,286 = 8¢C C= eCADWO GFWeY W8
ams”? @ g e I06M cls, nwmunen
B,

85 2 &8cud 1 2» wSoma ¢¥ oCIAD i

culd emmduw WmOwd BIe gm «& Bewio
DEWD G,

“85 oun sy, 1 b emE@ULenTD eHUT
2,18,286 oyiraprullp Cardsuu@Lons ?  eTgyith
e &SI 67HmIsCBTETaLILLLZ.

85 e &2y, 1 2pth un&@GLULERTLD 2Lt @r2amr
ufén (@ eoruit) Lyl S LI L G-

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 218,286
for Head 85, Vote No. 1, be inserted in
the Schedule?”, put, and cgreed to.

2t

Head 85, Vote 1, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

B M —@EH o P—En&HLIND
8wed, &, 8,63,666

6116 @ LILI G LD @ev.
BamGaumsin LEee], eh. 8,63,666

2 B

2. —uflurteensd GRS eT—

Vote No. 2—Administration charges—
Recurrent expenditure, Rs. 863,666

D1 BBouB 2 D wuldme ugwm &.

113 85

N —

o = 1 e e e &

o

W

e R I R R T

8,653,666 = 8¢C ¢ e AP GNET we

wme”? wp B nNe SSu® c2, nwmuldn
Dea.

L
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@@mw o) e:c"’ ADEWSH
@@ Dowle WED

Suidy em®uny

85 & &8cwiB 2 8
emOunm mOwd B @
cd.

“8b gy H%uLiy,
8,63,666 <lielaurullh Cerdsuu@ons ™
dl@ SAeEs0IULE e h miéQ & e eTiILL Gl

2 glb eInS@GUUERIID eHUT

o7 60/ L0

85 b g%, 2 Lpib QUMTEGULSWID L 6U %R
Wlev @ewruit) LrenflésUte g
Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 863,666

for Head 85, Vote No. .2, be inserted in
the Schedule”, put, and agreed to.

Head 85, Vote 2, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

7 9 @096 —pidn wiAne— eadm
Bac®, &, 10

enE@uuenin (Qev. T.—Qungennno 2Ulelam s 5—
eesuGurml Qsevey, esut 10

Vote No. 7.—Economic Development—
Capital Expenditure, Rs. 10

“85 O G8ouwd 7 D wdOm«w tew: &. 10
8¢C Ccv cdamnud gmew WE @Ds” o
gime 80sm ¢fsd, vmu®9n B,

85 o2 &lowdB 7 D» w®Bmw ¢y cdaAm
o8 emlu :mOwl RAw w2 w8 Bewe
wmén

“86 g sy, T b ens@Uuen esur lg
SiLLe eyl Cerdaiu@uns ” erepin ell@y al@EsL
UL@ e & Qs men Gt gl

80 gyib sulity, T b né@LUUeRD Sty
O (@ 0ruis LieelldEltL. g,

Question, “That the sum of Rs. 10

for Head 85 Vote No. 7, be inserted in
the Schedule ?, put, and agreed to.

Head 85, Vote 7, ordered to stand part
of the Schedu!e

86 920 &8w.—emmeg® i ommBusy
t3en®

1 8 w@@ve—mic @Wac ousdofm
CRME 8 ¢Bww L, & 1,02,15497
&Iy 86.—Q&rptbLy &LILID BIGH P
<2 & & (@51
ené@luend @e. l.—ueflurenflen g emé@ My
Cagergpy puigsenn, esur 1,02,14,497
Heap 86.—CoromBo PorT COMMISSION

Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 10,214,497
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“86 Dm &oud 1 o» wlddma wew
S, 1,02,14,497 » e cLe@ ADNGO e we
ane” am g He BPum CIYY, wwmuldn
Bw.

86 2 &8owB 1 O w@dmu v o ADCEH
emPum mOwd BRs @) «d Bewio wid

ceE.

“86 o glull, 1 g enégUuewin epuT
1,02,14,497 gl alanully Gsissuu@uons ™ ergpib
@ esaUL® an msbsneron UL g,

86 @b %y, 1 b @nE@GUUERTD Ll @l
Wled (3wl L eRlla SIS,

Question, “That  the sum  of
Rs. 10,214,497 for Head 86, Vote No. 1, be

inserted in the Schedule s Fout cmd
agreed to.

Head 86, Vote 1, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.
2 2 u@dnc—ocmn o p—gnddinm
Bwc®, &. 78,13,585

awrdEluentn @e. 2.—ufluraers GCseeser—
Bempaim Gsea), 5. 78,13,5685

Vote No. 2.—Administration charges—
Recurrent expenditure, Rs. 7,813,585

“86 P &leud 2 D» wdODw mgwm &.
78,13,585 = 8¢&c ¢o e ADWO YW @G
gne” w» pe’He Boum ciW, swmndem
B,

86 92 R€oad 2 0» wlOdme ¢ o ameRd
emPus xOwd BB ¥ «8 Bewia =™,

ce.

“86 wib sy, 2ph arsEUUeNL ESUE
78,183,680 wlLeulexrullh Ceidslu@ons ™ ergpid
e SGEsILC &h pECansTerOUlL .

86 ith s, 2 Qo eNEGUUETD (LS
O @%wrwi U enflésiutLgl.
Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 7,813,585

for Head 86, Vote No. 2, be inserted in
the Schedule”, put, and agreed to.

Head 86, Vote 2, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

3 O wlInw—wCEm o P—Qchmd 8w,
&. 6,00,000

and@luanty @o. S.—uflutevend OCFwaser—
LEsuurml, Qsevey, esur 6,00,000

Vote No. 3.—Administration charges—
Capital expenditure, Rs. 600,000
“86 O ABeud 3 Px» wOIWMw wemm &.
6,00,000 = 8¢ ¢v edAWMRO FPEW Mg
G’ @ g He SPum CI¥W, wwmuom

Sea.
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86 O B8cud 3 2 uddmu ¢v cdamneusd
om0y MmOwd BRw @Nd Bewla @WEB

cs.

“86 b s, 3 @b QTEGUUERTH EHLT
6,00,000 oyralerlh QGetré&siu@ons ”  eTepItd
@ d@ssUULE ahsOETeTeTILILL S,

86 b %Ly, 3 P TSGR SLLeuamm
uled Q2emrit) LenliESULLL G-

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 600,000
for Head 86 Vote No. 3, be inserted in
the Schedule”, put, and agreed to.

Head 86, Vote 3, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

i 2 udomun—ecendnedsy D BHEY wSwD
o Dr—y®&dEmm dagd, & 14,22,000

andguuemh @, 4—8%mdserdsne 2ief&aL
u@ib Geeveuser,—lanBaies; Qsaay, epLIT
14,22,000

Vote No. 4.—Services provided by the
Department—Recurrent expenditure,
Rs. 1,422,000

“ge D BBecud 4 9 wddBe BEM q.
14,22000 = 8¢C C® o AW™ud GWeY B
ama”’ am 3d DR 29um @23y, wmudID

Bea,

86 2 &8cuB 4 ©» wddMw CL o LA
smmonw omOwd BIa anud HNewde DEB

cl

“86 gyth g%, 450 airé @i esun 14,22,000
sty Gstésu@ors ” eTEpID dley dles
SUULEG &DhQEQEneTariL LS.

86 ayth sy, 4 240 QITE@LILENTID L L 62T
WSev (R%wrwiy LeSSHILLL S

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 1,422,000
for Head 86, Vote No. 4, be inserted in
the Schedule”, put, and agreed to.

Head 86, Vote 4, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.
5 8m 38omu—oednedsy B S8y wue®

e r—Qcam Fugd, &. 1,50,000

ané@uUenTD @e. 5.— B 2%mréseN S Sl o 2 ]
L@ GrenausciT— 246 BLIGUITHL RFaa], aRLIT
1,560,000

Vote No. 5.—Services provided by the
De'partment-—CapitaI expenditure
Rs. 150,060
«“g6 O RB8cud 5 I® u@odme B .
150,000 = 8¢C G2 edAPMwd HNEW We
Qe ”, @ s e BPu® cds, smaeddD

de.
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36 D ABewd 5 O wldmw ¢O o ameed
emouw mOud BBn gy w8 Hewa BIH
ce.

“ 86 oyn %), b b QUM GLIIGTLD 016 1,60,000
o aanllh  GriésOuGns ”  eTeD &l @
SBEsLULG ard S TeTaTILL LS.

86 b 2Ly, B pib QITd@LIL D - L QU ST
uSled @2eworwts LI efld e LILIL L&l

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 150,000
for Head 86, Vote No. 5, be inserted n
the Schedule”, put, and agreed to.

Head 86, Vote 5, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

6 95 uddMmw—pidn $3:.08AB—y®6HDED B
Bwe®, . 26,63,702

aiTé@ULemd @e. 6.—QurgGent ST 296855 H—
Ban@aes QFaay, enLT 26,63,702

Vote No. 6.—Economic Development—
Recurrent expenditure, Rs. 2,663,702

“gg Dy BBowd 6 O» wldmu wuewm
926,63,702 = 8¢C @ o AP sy W
ame”, o yd D Sounm cin, umulon
e,

36 Do @Beud 6 2w wldMw ¢ e ADIRS
cmOny WmOud BB @wm =B Howlw W

cé.

“86 b S%vltf, 6 @b QTG @GLUeID BT
926,63,702 grelamillh GsidsiUBLOTE ?  ergpnb
e SPSEIILE @D DIECETGTETHILILL G-

86 gy Sy, 6 gyio QINSGLILERTID JILL 6126
160 @R LeRfEEILLLG).

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 2,663,702
for Head 86, Vote No. 6, be inserted in
the Schedule”, put, and agreed to.

Head 86, Vote 6, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

7 2 wddme—piSn ©.2E0me— chn

Bes2®, &. 1,40,00,000

aré@uuemh @ev. 1.—Qurgenmsia 2/ e (5 S S—
$stIQuUIE. Qsee), epul 1,40,00,000

Vote No. 7.—Economic Developmeni—
Capital expenditure, Rs. 14,000,000

“g6 Dm @Bewd 7 P» wddMw unEwm &
1,50,00,000 = 8¢C C=2 o WMWY HIew D8
Qe @n yoHe Bdum ces, awmuddn
da,
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86 D 8B 7 & u@@mw B e ATEHBH
OB w MOwd B @ «w& Hewo Wi
(613

“86 b sy, T g @nd@lleiy eHLT
1,40,00,000 o.enooruln GzréstnGons GTgnLh
M@ SEssIUL® & &S TeneTLLL L g,

86 @b sy, T b @ndEUUeTID L LarZsr
uiley @Q%arwis Lenflg s 5,

Question, “That the sum of
Rs. 14,000,000 for Head 86, Vote No. 7, be
inserted in the Schedule”, put, and
agreed to.

Head 86, Vote 7, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

87 2m &8k —eddcAD swsY etfde

1 2 w@dvw—mEe ogac cu9d oo
CAME un gBW O, &. 87,735

rg%ur_':L/ 87 —asanrGurr Qeveflds1h

amé@uuay @6, 1.—umlunerfler .2pepé@iiu
Cargarapin Ny Lgsesd, esum 87,735

Heap 87.—CoasT LicHTS

Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 87,735

“87 2» &louB 1 2» w@Ime wewm &
87,735 = 8ee ¢8 e aAmed aRNeD DS
gRe” wn g&'me S9um Y, smuon
8,

87 22 88cu® 1 ©» s@ema C% e A®SwLS
ommOus WwmOud BBy gy =8 Bewdo DéE®
ca.

“87 @ g%uiny, 1 gyb aund@ELLem D 5. 87,735
2L el il GsitéstuGLOns  ergyiin ey eflBEaL
UL® erp misCenenentiulL g.

8T i 5%y, 1 gyib enéE@ELIamD S L e
ue) @2%mrwils UenflEstL g.

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 87,735
for Head 87, Vote No. 1, be inserted in
the Schedule”, put, and agreed to.

Head 87, Vote 1, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

2 o w@dou—mem o —unsHdEnn
Bwe®, &. 29,200

aurégLuend @ev. 2. —ufurwers GEeeysci—
Ben@amn Qoeevey, ep. 29,200

Vote No. 2.—Administration charges—
Recurrent expenditure, Rs. 29,200

“87 2» &8oudB 2 P» wlome e &,
20200 » @ec 2 e AW amewy wme
AR’ @B YD Bun sy Hmuden
S,

87 o Gbcewd 2 dm ud@mu ¢cu ¢ ADcwR
emlnw Wmlud BIe g <& Bewio =ém
cE.

8T g sPaly, 2 eybh emé@UueN i emun
29,200 2ol Cordaiiu®uwns * e apjin ofl@
GllGSELLLG ah mié0smeneriiilL g.

8T wib 2%y, 2 2h uns@GUUGaIh 2Lt s
uflev (3)Zezer it L1ewRa SUILIL L 5.

Question, “That the sum of Rs. 29,200

for Head 87, Vote No. 2, be inserted in
the Schedule ”, put, and agreed to.

Head 87, Vote 2, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

3 9 wuOIBu—mED & P—GcA® Bue,
Si. 72,500

ans@liuentd (Rev. 3.—ufuneens Qsaveser—.2)4
aUQurmL QFevey, esur 72,500

Vote No. 3.—Administration charges—
Capital expenditure, Rs. 72,500

“87 2» AB8cuwB 3 O» wOww wewm &
72500 8¢¢ ¢co eCaADWO DeT me wnw”
@ Ydmo Ium Y, umu®dm B,

87 23 R8ouB 3 ¥m» w@dnvmw ¢v e AMCHH
om00uy WmBwd BIFs wPwd Bewio wé®

cé.

“81 b sy, 3 gub ers@UUeNL eEHUT
72,600 <t eu@ewriflh GeissiuGons eTgpin el
A@aEaIL B e 18 QEn e eIt Z.

87 2yib s2uliny, 3 @yih enéEuaud 2 euler
Wley (R 2etoril’s Liewls SLILLL &,

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 72,500

for Head 87, Vote No. 3, be inserted in
the Schedule ”, put, and agreed to.

Head 87, Vote 3, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

I 2w KBuvws.—DEXHYD wm 994
WDOGW F MBS ean
1 2 w@dnu—mia 0&'ag ozed ofwm

BEDE w» By 02m, & 1,32,330

19 ¢v 8w —owdm w.dm wo 29¥, &
1,02,501

Z@Liy 90.—en & g6 s ife, &t PG A
Y DEF F [T
auréguuaniy @e. l.—ussflurerilesr oy@ps @R
Casgerqpn pugsesi, esur 1,32,330
2.l 52l —eem At GamiLh &MUGTEHS@FW, 5T
1,02,501
Heap 90.—MINISTER OF INDUSTRIES AND
FISHERIES

Vote No. 1.—Personal emolument's and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 132,330

Sub-head 1.—Cadre and Salaries,
Rs. 102,501.
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8, 2. 9880, ¢ BED @w. (6B

L)
(Bw. &. eré. L19eryy, Fevearr—ao sebl
& Y 4 &

STl )
(Mr, P. H. W. de Silva—Devinuwara)

I move,
“That the vote be reduced by Rs. 10 in

;iR )

respect of sub-head 1, item ‘ Minister ".

I wish to make a few observations
on the activities of this Ministry
which has two imposrtant branches,
namely, industries and fisheries. In
the Committee stage of this Budget
Debate I think we have followed the
practice of discussing all the activi-
ties of a particular Ministry under
the Head *‘ Minister". Therefore, in
pursuance of that practice, I wish to
deal with both these important
aspects of the Ministry of Industries
and Fisheries.

With regard to industries, during
the Throne Speech Debate—and in the
Throne Speech itself—the policy of
the Ministry was set out. With
regard to the future development of
industries in this country certain
pre-requisites and certain important
schemes of reorganization and re-
adjustment have been mentioned.

g. &, 6.30

In regard to the development of
industries, there is the private sector
as well as the public sector. In
relation to the development, reorgani-
zation, rationalization and co-ordin-
ation of the privaie sector—with
which I should like t0 deal first—the
Hon. Minister, during the course of
his Second Reading speech made
mention of the fact that due to the
lack of this co-ordination, organiza-
tion and control, there has been
overproduction in certain branches
of industry run by the private sector.
MThere was over-lapping over-produc-
tion and other difficuliies and draw-
backs that the private sector had to

face.

It is true that once you accept the
necessity of the Government taking
an intiative in_ the deve‘lopment of
industries in the private sector, a
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certain amount of not only Govern-
ment aid, but also Government
participation, fiscal assistance and
protection of the aid that is given |
by the Government 10 the private
sector, will have to be undertaken by |
the Government. But that alone will
not be sufficient to bring about that
co-ordination and development that
is necessary.

In order to have the private sector
functioning in some order and In |
such a way as to prevent chaos and |§
anarchy, one of the most important §
measures necessary is an Act for §
the regulation of industries. I think ¢
I am correct in saying that up to now
there is no statutory provision for the §
Minister to intervene in deciding the |8
location and initiation of industries §
in the private sector. As it is, it. is [
possible for anyone in this country &
to start an industry as he likes and ¥
where he likes in spite of the fact
that it is done with Government &
assistance. s

=

The only control that can now be 2
exercised is indirectly by way off
granting exchange for the import of £
raw material and capital goods.
Apart from that method of control, |-
there is no provision and no way inj
which the Government can direct?
and control the development of}
industries run by the private sector®
in order to avoid the difficulties that®
were complained of by the Hon.©
Minister during the Second Reading|
Debate. &

B3

-

Therefore I think that such an Act?
is imperative. This matter was
mooted long ago, but legislation for:
the regulation of industries where}
you will have a licensing system.%!
where you could plan indutrial deve
lopment in accordance with 'the objec
tives and plans of the Governmen
was never brought up before this
House, and such an Act has never
seen the light of day. If we are to.
avoid the over-lapping and lack of:
co-ordination that exist in certain:
fields, a Bill of that nature to regt 3
late industries in this country should
be introduced immediately by this
Government. ;

1
5

=
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With regard to the other industries
in the public sector, I know that the
Ministry had three problem children,
viz., the Eastern Paper Mills Corpora-
tion, the Paranthan Chemicals Cor-
poration and the Oils and Fats Cor-
poration. I am glad to find that
reorganization has taken place and
that progress is being made, from
what I read, in the Eastern Paper
Mills Corporation, so that the future
prospects of that Corporation cannot
be so bleak.

But the real problem with regard to
the public sector industries, 1 find, is
that whilst some of the corporations
are showing profits now, and some of
them have been reorganized and are
making progress, there are two ven-
tures—the Oils and Fats Corporation
and the Paranthan Chemicals Cor-
poration—where there have been
recurrent losses right through the last
S0 many years, from their very in-
ception up to date, so that something
drastic by way of reorganization of
these two industries would have to be
undertaken.

I shall now deal with the Oils and
Fats Corporation. I should like to
make a suggestion. I think the Hon.
Minister is aware that in the Oils and
Fats Corporation the mill at Seeduwa
is capable of milling almost the entire
copra production in Ceylon. I hope I
will be corrected if I am wrong. Now,
why ig it that we have not been able
to see that all the copra in Ceylon is
milled for oil at Seeduwa and at the
other oil mills in the N.-W. P. where
some of them have closed down ? The
oil milling industry today is in a very
bad way. Particularly today, when
the copra market has virtually
crashed and the future prospects are
rather bleak, the only way out is to
reorganize the Oils and Fats Corpora-
tion in such a way as to see that it
oerforms its real function, that is, to
mill all the copra produced in this
zountry.

There is no reason why we should
>xport raw material like copra. What
1appens today ? India imports our
opra, then converts that into oil and
iells it. You will agree, Mr. Chairman,
hat we will get more" foreign
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exchange to this country if, instead of
exporting our copra, we export oil.
If the oil content of copra is exported
from this country, that will bring us
more foreign exchange than from
exporting copra. But today what has
happened is that we are just the pro-
ducer of raw material for Indian oil
mills. It is true that a certain amount
of copra is utilized for certain other
very insignificant purposes; for ins-
tance, it is a habit to take a little
coconut with betel, but apart from
that and a few other subsidiary uses,
the bulk of the copra is converted into
oil and sold in the world market. If
we are to rehabilitate the industry,
we must make full use of the Oils and
Fats Corporation and revitalize the
oil milling industry in this country.
If we are to gain more foreign ex-
change from our coconut exports, we
should see to it that the copra made
in this country is utilized for the
purpose of milling oil.

I know this suggestion was made
years back, but at that time it did not
find approval. There was a fear, a
genuine fear, among the coconut pro-
ducers that if you prevent the export
of copra and divert it to milling, the
nut prices would come down. That
was the fear they had. But there is
no reason to entertain such a fear
because it is possible for the Govern-
ment, instead of having a rather
complicated and confusing system of
Import and export duties on oil and
copra—it is a very complicated and
confusing system that we have today
—to give the Ceylon producer the
guarantee of a reasonable price for
his nuts and copra taking into consi-
deration the market price of oil in
the world market. If we do that I am
sure we could allay the fears of the
coconut producers. Therefore, I say
that the oil mill at Seeduwa should
be utilized to its full capacity and for
the purposes for which it was
originally intended.

I know, when it was initiated by the
then Minister of Industries several
years ago, there was rivalry between
the B. C. C. mills and the Ministry.
The B. C. C. was opposed to this pro-
iect at Seeduwa because the B, C. C.
themselves are oil millers. Today,
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what has happened ? Not only is a
very valuable and useful mill show-
ing recurrent losses and becoming a
problem for the Government and the
Ministry, but the oil milling industry
in this country, the oil millers, have
been forced to close down. Particu-
larly in the N.-W. P. many people
are unemployed as a result of the
almost complete monopoly exercised
by the B. C. C. and the manipulation
of the copra market by Indian mer-
chants. That is one important matter
to which I should like to draw the
attention of the Minister and the
Government.

With regard to the Paranthan Che-
micals, at the moment I have no
suggestions to make. I hope in any
scheme of nationalization and re-
organization, steps would be taken to
see that the project is put on a
working and profitable basis.

&. on., 6.45

Now, there is another matter to
which I should like to draw the
attention of the Hon. Minister of
Industries. Every year we spend a
large sum of money for importing
tea chests, I think, about Rsi=-10
million. My figure may not be exact,
but, as far as I remember, the figure
is roughly about Rs. 10 million, per
year. What has happened ? The tea
purchasing countries have expressed
a preference for plywood tea chests.
Now, the Gintota Plywood Corpora-
tion is not able either working to full
capacity or due to the lack of proper
timber to supply the entire needs of
the tea industry of Ceylon as regards
tea chests. As a result we have to
import tea chests from abroad to
meet the full requirements of the tea
industry. AsI mentioned earlier due
to the purchasers’ preference for
plywood chests, the other -locally
manufactured tea chests are not used
by the manufacturers of tea because
at the auctions the purchasers do not
purchase the tea packed in other
locally manufactured tea chests.

Today, the tea chest industry in
Ceylon has come to a halt and the
manufacturers themselves are in_ a
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very bad way. Ido not say that the
quality, the standard, of all the

locally manufactured tea chests 1is
up to the required standard. Certain
manufacturers produce good tea
chests. The problem has two aspects.
If we are to meet the purchaser
demand of plywood chests, that can
be done only by providing the
necessary timber for the purpose.

do not think that to grow the timber
necessary for this purpose it will take |

To achieve this
the Forest Depart- |
ment has to be sought and with its
programme -
If this is done the ©
for the tea chest ©

such a long time.
the co-operation of

assistance an afforestation
has to be started.
necessary timber

manutacturing industry could be met v

annual drain of over

importation of plywood tea chests.

The second aspect of the matter is
done to help

that something must be
the local tea chest manufacturers all

of whom—several thousands of work-..
ers and carpenters
Island—are dependent on this indus-_
try to make a living: They were.

making their living out of thes

money they earned by manufacturing
tea chests but now most of them have
heen compelled to close down their
business. 1 hope that the Govern-
ment will take some steps to revive
this industry, which has virtually
been closed down. 4
The third point on which I shoulc
like to speak is with regard to the
reorganization of industries, the¢
regrouping of industries. Perhaps i
may not be very wise and feasible t¢
increase the number of corporation
with every new industry that you
start. At the initial stages of thi
Industrial Corporations Act, for ever; ;
new industry we had a corporatior
Now that we have had corporation
for about seven or eight years, it 18
time to consider whether a certai
grouping of allied industries can b
prought under the management an
control and administration of on
corporation ; so that there will not It
a multiplicity of corporations. Thé

all over the

and we would be able to prevent the =
Rs. 10 million =

by way of foreign exchange for the &
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would depend entirely on the feasi-
bility of co-ordinatins, and bringing
under one management and control,
what could be regarded as allied
' Industries,

| In regard to that matter there are
| certain difficulties in the Industrial
| Corporations Act as it stands now.
As the Act stands today, I do not
think you can reorganize allied
industries and bring them under one
corporation. For that purpose, it
' would be necessary to amend the
Iudustrial Corporations Act,

Public corporations as a means of
managing and administering govern-
ment nationalized ventures were
started only about seven or eight
years ago. The idea of corporations
for national ventures, instead of
'departmental control and depart-
mental management, has, by and
large, proved a success. I admit it
has had its failures. No one can
deny that. But if you calculate the
minuses and the pluses, I think it
will be found that the corporations
have came to stay, and the future
development of the public seector
industries in this country will depend
on the proper working of these
corporations.

With regard to that matter, what is
most important is this. Today in
Ceylon there is a lack of managerial
skills, and the training of managers
is a matter that takes years. As far
as I could see this Government does
not propose to expand the public
sector.  The policy of this Govern-
nent is not to expand the publie sec-
lor but to continue the present indus-
iries which were started by the pre-
rious governments and which remain
inder the administration of the
‘'orporations.
|

. Even so, whatever the policy of the
rovernment may be, it is necessary
hat, for the future development of
his country when the public sector
vill play a very important role, we
hould in Ceylon start the necessary
raining of technicians for the hetter
rorking of these public - sector
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industries. This is a matter to which
our universities and other educational
institutions in Ceylon have not paid
any attention at all. If we are to
think in terms of the expansion of
the public sector, the development of
industries and other public instity-
tions, the development of the country
generally, we must also make it a
necessary part of our national educa-
tion system that the personnel to
manage and administer these instity-
tions are trained in time. It is rather
paradoxical that today, in spite of
vast unemployment, especially among
the educated youth, there are certain
industries which do not have the
necessary technicians,

I do not think I need go into details
concerning the activities of the
various departments at this stage. I
should like to deal with the other
branch of the Ministry of Industries
and Fisheries, namely, the develop-
ment of fisheries.

A sum of Rs. 39 million has been
earmarked for expenditure by the
Fisheries Corporation in the coming
financial year. We have been told—
and we accept it—that this sum of
Rs. 39 million is not going to be
spent in relation to the implementa-
tion of the draft Fisheries Develop-
ment Plan which was presented to us
some months back. I do not, there-
fore, wish to go into details and dis-
cuss the various items in that plan.
However, the Hon. Minister told us
that this sum of Rs. 39 million,
although this Fisheries Development
Plan is not a plan of the present Gov-
ernment, will be spent on the
implementation of certain items and
proposals.

Firstly, we should like to have a
break-up of this sum of Rs. 39 million,
showing how the Fisheries Corpora-
tion proposes to spend the money.
Normally, if this provision came
under departmental expenditure, the
details will be shown in the Esti-
mates. As it is, this money is going
to be transferred to the Fisheries
Corporation. I am sure that at a sub-
sequent date the Hon. Minister will
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have to come to this House to in-
crease the initial capital of the cor-
poration to include this sum. I be-
lieve the initial capital of the cor-
poration has been fixed at a sum
below this amount. Therefore, there
will be another opportunity to deal
with the actual break-up of this sum
of Rs. 39 million. Under the Indus-
trial Corporations Act, on the basis
of which the Fisheries Corporation
has been set up, it is necessary to in-
crease the initial capital of the cor-
poration by way of a resolution of
this House. However, at this stage I
should like to knok how this Rs. 39
million is to be spent. I should also
like to know whether this Rs. 39 mil-
lion, the sum indicated, includes the
Rs. 11 million which is the value of
the assets taken over from the depart-
ment—the value of the Mutwal pro-
ject. In that case the actual voted
expenditure would be Rs. 28 million.
Whatever that may be, we should
like to know the defined purposes for
which this money is going to be spent.

& o, T

In this connection I mentioned in
my speech in the Second Reading De-
bate that one unfortunate aspect of
the proposed development plan was
over-emphasis on large-scale com-
mercial fishing, particularly the in-
troduction of trawlers, tuna boats and
11-ton boats to be owned by the cor-
poration instead of the 33-ton mecha-
nized boat which is agreed as being
the back-bone of the development and
increase of the production of fish in
this country for the last 7 or 8 years.
The mere introduction of over a
thousand 3i-ton mechanized fishing

boats has increased our fish produc-
tion by about a hundred per cent.—
from 40,000 tons in 1957 to 90,000 tons
last year. This phenomenal increase
in fish production in this country—
the rate of increase is the highest in
the world—was achieved as a result
of the efforts of the small fisherman,
the small man, who utilized his 33-
ton hoat within the last few years.
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There is a big demand for this boat, :
such a big demand that last year 1]
find they have had to draw lots to #
get a boat. It is rather unfortunate |
that when people want to fish and |
they want boats—and the purpose
and object is to increase fish produc-
tion—there should be drawing of lots.
So it is necessary to supply on|
schemes suitable and reasonable af
larger number of boats than are é
being utilized today. There is ag
demand for boats. They are verys
popular ; after all they use thesef
boats for fishing, and they wantg
them. So why do you not give themg
the boats ? Why is it that you haves
to draw lots ? That is why I said it§
was unfortunate. Under those cir®
cumstances it is unfortunate that irg
the Fisheries Development Plan theys
have underplayed the importance of
the 3i-ton boat. &

&

That is one of the criticisms I maké_.'f-.
of the Fisheries Development Plar:
They have only provided 250 boat®
per year, and only for two years
Under the tables given in this plan:
there will be 250 boats in the comin:
year, 250 boats next year, and afte’
that there will be no more 3i-tol.
boats. That is why I made that criti:
cism and that is why I am repeatin®
it today because, as I said earlief
large-scale fishing on a commercis
basis, which in certain fields is sti'
experimental, is not the way of deve
loping the fishing industry in th
country. If you are thinking in ternt
of including within your develo}
ment scheme the entire fishing con
munity who are engaged in fishin®
then once the corporation begins &
own some big boats and trawlers, ha |
is the average fisherman right rour:
the coast to come into it ? He wan |
to fish where he lives or somewhe
close to it. e

With regard to these trawlers al
tuna boats, I say large-scale fishil
is unsuitable for Ceylon. From t
very inception of trawler fishing i
this country to date experience b
shown that there has been a recﬂ;?
ring loss. The scope for trawj
activities is limited. Under int:
wational convention, both India a

frimia |

d
1

e
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Ceylon are entitled to fish in certain
parts of the north-west of Ceylon, off
the coast. India too will be deve-
loping the State of Travancore. If
they introduce trawlers into those
waters we cannot stop it. As a
matter of fact, some years back
India wanted 100 miles to be her
territorial waters ; they drew a
hundred mile limit. Of course, that
is not accepted. Any country can
say its territorial waters are so much,
but international convention decides
the mileage. Apart from those diffi-
culties, in a situation where trawler
fishing can be confined only to the
Wadge bank and Pedro bank in the
north-west, there have been amongst
experts who have visited Ceylon—
the Danish and Japanese experts—
differences of opinion as to the num-
ver of trawlers that can be usetully
2mployed in these waters. Some
1ave put it down to a maximum of
L, while others have said, 10, 11, 12
ind 20. But the development plan
Jroposes to put in a maximum of 20
rawlers which, I say, is excessive.

' Now, that is with regard to
rawler fishing on a broad continen-
al shelf. What is called deep sea
ishing is actually the catching of
urface fish. Otherwise, there is no
sh in the deep sea. You will find
sh only within the continental
helf. For the fish to survive there
1ust be food, and food is found only
rithin the continental shelf. There
i no fish in the deep sea; the only
sh that is found in the deep sea is
'hat is called the surface fish which
' _brought by ocean currents from
ther parts of the world, like the
una family of fish. That is a different
spect of commercial fishing.
l

'So, the introduction of the tuna
»at which is proposed on a fairly
rge scale will depend on a fuil
udy of the ocean currents. The
"fpanese have studied it. They have
g commercial ventures and develop-
ent of fishing. They started from
here we are starting today. Now
ey are many years advanced; < We
nnot start from that advanced
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level of research ; technology, biolo-
gical research, all that have gone
into the development of the fishing
industry in Japan. We have not vet
reached that stage of development
with regard to knowledge of the
ocean waves and ocean currents, So,
to invest large sums of money on
large tuna boats to do deep sea fish-
ing is a matter of speculation. I am
not opposed to the introduction of a
few such boats. I do not say that
we should not experiment with one
or two boats. You may have one
tuna boat; but to base the entire
future development of our fisheries
in this country upon tuna trawlers
and the 1l-ton boats instead of the
33-ton boats is, I say, a grave error.
That is why I make this criticism.

With regard to the development of
the fishing industry in Ceylon on the
basis of the fishing community, as I
call it, that is those people who are
engaged in the fishing industry, 1
feel that you must make them the
base and enchor on which future
development is to take place. You
must not start from the heights of
commercial activity. Let your base
be the fisherman in the village,
What does he want? He wants a
mechanized bhoat, improvements to

his  small harbour, anchorage,
obstructions removed and a rock or

two blasted so that he can have
passage to the small harbours. You
must provide these people with those
small facilities, and give them
mechanized boats on an increased
scale, a large number of them. After
all, if they are catching more fish
with these boats why are we reluct-
ant to give them the boats ? Why
do we object? Why do we not
recognize the initiative of the mecha-
nized-boat fishermen ? They are
very adventurous men, particuarly
those in the constituency which I
represent. The Gandara fishermen
are the most adventurous people in
this country. There is a big demand
in those areas for mechanized boats.
They do not want big things. They
want boats, a rock or two blasted,
some 'reef 'removed and some small
anchorage provided. All this does
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not need much investment of money.
The blasting of a rock, the removal
of a reef and providing small
anchorages and small harbours, these
are the matters that have to be done.
If this is done, then with the added
facilities of refrigeration and ice pro-
vided you will make a big
contribution to the industry.

I know you have certain difficul-
ties. I do not deny that. The present
posotion is that, the boat-yards are
not capable of meeting the demand
for mechanized boats. When the
demand is high naturally it takes
time to manufarture the boats. With
regard to improvement of small har-
bours the difficulty is the lack of
equipment. I believe the Fisheries
Department or the Corporation would
have to depend on the Port (Cargo)
Corporation  for the equipment
necessary to provide these facilities,
like small harbours, and for the blast-
ing of rocks, removal of reefs and so
on. I think, therefore, that it would
be a very useful investment if the
corporation or the Government could
purchase some equipment out of the
Rs. 39 million provided, to help the
fishermen to improve their harbours,

get anchorages, and so on.

g. ox, 7.15

When I citicize this development
plan I am not in any way under-
rating or belittling, as 1 said earlier,
the genuine enthusiasm of those who
have framed the plan. But these
aspects to which I have referred are
matters which <hould be taken into
consideration ; we must bear in mind
the experience WwWe have in Ceylon
and the way and manner In which
fisheries development has taken place
in the country. That kind of deve-
lopment will not only enable us to
reach the objective of increased pro-
duction but also help in the process
the fishing community, the people
who do the actual fishing. There are
a large number of them, between

70,000 to 80,000, all along the coasts
of Ceylon.
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As I said earlier, I do not wish to
deal with all the aspects. I have been
reminded that I have taken nearly
three-quarters of an hour. I have
made certain criticisms and sugges-
tions. At the same time I have shown
where the policies with regard to
fisheries development have to be
revised.

e

Before I conclude I should like to
make a passing reference to one or
two other matters concerning the
social side, particularly amenities
such as housing for fishermen. I find §
that a sum of Rs. 700,000 has been ¢
earmarked for houses for fishermen &
in the next financial year. That sum §
includes the value of the land to be &
acquired for housing. So the amount &
is hardly sufficient. I cannot re- e
member the exact figure provided in%‘

T

the previous Estimates. But I say that j'
if this provision of Rs. 700,000 is to &
include the value of the land to bef
acquired for houses, you would notl
be able to put up a large number of

houses.

The other point is about sociall
amenities. We have heard about cer-:
tain proposals with regard to an insu-
rance scheme, compensation for acci<
dents and so on. All these amenities
are necessary in order to help the.
fishermen who are playing a useful
part in this country, who by their "
activities have made an important
contribution to its development.
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Qs DY S
(Bevin STBIEHLD O)EIS S5 SeirT)
((The Presiding Member)

How long is the hon. Member going
to take ?

DEOROHN HE Ve,
(8. @errrgerid)

(Myr. Thurairatnam)
Another ten minutes.

Hndw DuY. OO, euedd

(seor Gl erer. erib. QuGTor)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

My point is that six hours have
been given for the whole House to
discuss the Votes of the Ministry of
Industries and Fisheries. If one
person were to take one hour—he
started at ten minutes past eight——

NSRS O Oca.
(. sorrgenid)
(Mr. Thurairatnam)

I am the only speaker from the
North who is going to speak on
fisheries.

ande DY, 8. euveddh
(soorflg erer. erib. QuGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

If we are assured that he is the

only speaker from the Government
side, that is all right.
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DO 8EAC ¢1OB)
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.3/@&#&@:.5 rQL.'.L_ SyLoLiL], G}ufr@mn"ﬁfrﬂ'
dlesrr O DDE & (LD )

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake—Prime
Minister, Minister of Defence and Exter-

nal Affairs, and Minister of Planning and
Economic Affairs)

Not the Government side, from
the'“North.
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(Dr. N. M. Perera)
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(Mr. Thurairatnam)

Houses for fishermen.
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(Dr. N. M. Perera)
You can take that up later.

DNESEIW »HE D,

(8B@. smenrrgarth)

(Mr. Thurairatnam)

Qa@ GCpriv Go&Queray Qera&erp
vy le@sn P55 wpop Cusaspe Tars
'Cusfer gerar&l ugBowu GG
Bo gl massGmper. I

&. &, 7.45
&8s DY, DO, cuedd

(ser fS erar. ertb. QuGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I would like to make one or two
observations on this subject. There
are two or three matters I want to
raise—first of all, the question of
the Geology Department, secondly,
the question of private industries,
thirdly the question of the public

sector, and the question of fisheries.

First of all, if I may, I want to
advert to the Geological Survey
Department. This has been one of
the departments about which this
House never takes much notice. We
vote money every year, but alarm-
ingly, we do not know what Iis
happening in that department,
except for the report we get occa-
sionally. I would like the Hon.
Minister to give us some informa-
tion about what is happening. The
head of the department has been
there for 21 years and I think this
is a record. I have nothing against
this gentleman concerned. I am only

concerned in knowing what is
happening there.
You will find that there i3

provision made at page I 9 of the
Estimates under Head 91, Vote No. 6,
sub-head 9 ¢ Mineral exploration
and surveys Rs. 550,000 ”. We have
passed the Votes of this department
every year and we wpuld like to
know precisely what is happening
'with regard to mineral exploration
and surveys. Then, you vgqll find
lower down a foot-note which says,
“ Expenses of training7 nf’ﬁcnw: in
geology and allied sciences willabe
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met from Foreign Aid”. I do not
know what has happened. Have
these officers been trained ? Have
they come back ? And if they have
come back what are they doing
now ? So, it would be helpful if
the Hon, Minister can give us some
idea of what is happening with
regard to the Geological Survey
Department.

Some time back I had seen at an
exhibition some mineralogical work
that had been done, new finds from
some areas like Bingiriya—some
minerals and iron ore. I think,
there is a camp at Wariyapola which
has been there for some time. 1
believe, some officers are doing
field work, and some of them are
quite good, I have not the slightest
doubt. They are active men. But
so far as this House is concerned we
have never bothered to get detailed
information. I would like the Hon.
Minister to enlighten us as to what
is happening in this department.

Then, with regard to the private
sector, I want to impress on the
House that it is wrong to say, as the
Hon. Minister tried to make out in
his speech on the Second Reading
of the Appropriation Bill, that
nothing has been done in the past or
that everything that has happened
in the past is wrong so far as the
previous Government and the
Coalition Government are concerned.,
In point of fact, I have been quoted
so often about the seeni-bola busi-
ness. I want to read out my own
speech with a little indulgence from
the House. May I put that in the
proper context in which I made it ?
if you lfake it out of the context it
is unfair. This is what I said:

“1In the past due to the great reluctance
of the -capitalists of this country to
embark on any tyoe of industrial venture,
both dhe = ML B P, and the 5. L. BB
Governments were compelled to stimulate
development irrespective of any scheme
of priorities.”

That is the first point you must
realize, the circumstances in which
they began. I pointed out in my
Budget speech that the U. N. P.
Government tried for nine years to
stimulate the private sector and that
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it failed to respond satisfactorily. 1
am not denying that they achieved
something. People like Richard
Pieris’ did respond. But by and
large they did not respond, and
when the M. E. P. and the S. L. F. P.
started, they were concerned at that
stage not to think in terms of
working out a plan of priorities, but
to somehow or other get moving.
That is what they tried to do.

To continue:

“The time has now arrived to make a
critical reappraisal of Goviernment policy
with regard to industrial development in
the private sector. In the past, when
foreign exchange was more readily
available and when there were no restric-
tions on imports from abroad, private
sector industrial projects were liberally
approved and granted generous quotas
for the import of machinery and raw
materials. While this may have been to
some extent unavoidable in the first
stages of industrialization, it nevertheless
resulted in a haphazard and lopsided
pattern of industrial development. In
the present context of the acute shortage
of foreign exchange, such a haphazard
process of development cannot be ailowed
to continue. We have to evaluate every
stage of our development so that we can
move from stage to stage making the
maximum use of our resources and pro-
viding the basic requirements for further

~ progress.”—[Orricia. REporT, 30th July.

1964 ; Vol. 56, c. 1646-7.]

I had worked it out, and in that
speech I referred to the principal
elements of the new industrial
policy, and so on. In other words,

- Sir, I worked out the basic priorities.

On the basis of that, I must say
in fairness to the previous Minister
of Industries, he had already set in
motion certain lines of inquiry. As
a matter of fact, the University of

- Ceylon, to which the Hon. Minister

himself paid a tribute, set about

- making investigations on the whole
- question of industries, and there is
- the Hon. Minister’s statement in

which he said, “ We are very grate-

 ful to the University of Ceylon for

the survev conducted to find out the

 position of some of the small indust-
- ries in the

country.” From 'that
point of view, it is a very valuable
report.

I think the Department itself set
about working out priorities..and -
also_insisted. as Minister of Finance,

BewlEDy @35 ©ew VG
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on certain lines of priorities. I
remember having had long discus-
sions with the Planning Secretariat
at that stage and insisting on work-
ing out a proper system of priorities.
Therefore, I did not want to run
away with the idea that what was
done was wrong in the circumstances
in which we were placed. They
had no alternative. They had to
stimulate from the beginning.

— NS

They had to stimulate the private
sector to get a move on and they
had succeeded to some extent. As
pointed out by the hon. Member for
Devinuwara (Mr. P. H. W. de Silva),
in the absence of legislation it was
not possible to hold them down to
any proper system of priority. Most
people started on their own, accord-
ing to their own whims and fancies.
As pointed out by the Hon. Minister,
there are about 16 firms turning out
barbed wire, wire nails, screws, and
so on. There are a number of firms
which started chocolate factories,
confectionery industries, and so on.
There are so many people who
started manufacturing shirts. At
that early stage the question of
proper planning out and working
out priorities, evaluating the projects
and so on was not possible, but now
that we have got a move on, I do not
believe a further stimulus like that
is wanted, What is wanted now is
to work out a scheme of priorities.

I welcome what the Hon. Miinster
has set out and what he intends ta
do in his own scheme of things, as
set out by the Hon. Minister in the
course of his speech. I read his
speech fairly carefully with regard
to the whole question of working out
this plan of his. I do not want to
read out all this at length. He has
informed us that he is starting with
the Bureau of Standards and the In-
dustrial Advisory Council. Then, he
has given us a fair idea of the gist
of the survey conducted by the Pro-:
fessor at the University and the
students of the University of Ceylon.

The Hon. Minister, therefore, has
set out a scheme of things which, I
think, is really a continuation of what
was already started during the period
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of the last Government. He has made
various changes. I am not complain-
ing, Sir. That is his responsibility
and that is what he should do. What
I am trying to urge upon this House
is that, maybe due to unfortunate
circumstances, we have had to start
in this haphazard way. It is time now

“* for us to correct that. That is what

we should now attempt to do. It is
easy to blame so-and-so, and this
government and that government. I
think that is a delectable pastime at
2 certain stage of our discussion.
When we have a full-dress debate the
Hon. Prime Minister whacks us and
we whack him. That is all right. I
can understand that. But when we
sit down to a much more sober
analysis of the situation, let us
recognize the facts as they are.

Now the question is how best we
can get to the next stage. The ques-
tion, broadly, falls into two sectors—
the public sector and the private
sector. So far as the public sector
is concerned, I agree with the
Hon. Minister that much has fo
be done to reorganize it, put
the accounts of the various estab-
lishments into proper shape and
see that the public sector functions
much more efficiently than it is
functioning now. Some of those cor-
porations are doing quite well. I must
say that I am grateful to the Hon.
Minister for placing a number of re-
ports of the various corporations
before us. Most of them, however,
relate to the period 1962/63. But the
Hon. Minister has certainly taken the
step of insisting that the reports
should be tabled in the House in time
for this Debate. We are very grateful
to him for this. That is one of the
steps that I too wanted taken so that
hon. Members will have the necessary
information for the purposes of this
Debate. However, these reports are
not helpful except to indicate the
teething troubles that most of the
industries had to go through.

With regard to the Mineral Sands
Corporation, I remember when 1
was in Japan I had discussions with
some of the industrialists.to whom
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we are selling our mineral sands. We
are selling our mineral sands to
Japan on a contract. The corporation
itself wants to refine these mineral
sands further. When I was in Japan
I was told by Japanese experts that
very delicate instruments will have
to be used. How far this is true the
Hon. Minister can find out. Whether
the Japanese experts said this having
their own self-interest in mind, I do
not know. The Hon. Minister will
have to follow this matter up both
with West Germany and Japan
because they are the people who are
most anxious to get our mineral
sands. I was told that delicate instru-
ments are required for the separation
of our mineral sands into further

valuable minerals and that the
process was both delicate and
difficult and that it was a job
for experts. We have to care-

fully evaluate whether it is worth
employing an expert and invest-
ing a lot of capital on these ins-
truments or whether it is better for
us to sell mineral sand as it is before
we embark on this whole question
of going further in this mineral sands
matter.

During the last cyclone we lost a
lot of boats that we had. We also
lost a great deal of a certain subs-
tance which has a special name. I
have forgotten its name. I believe it
is called “ tailings ” or something like
that. It is something that can be sold.
I tried to persuade the Japanese
people to buy this at a higher price
because I am told that it is useful in
certain countries. This normally goes
waste. We have to heap it on the
shore. We also have got stocks in our
godowns there. A good portion of
this is liable to be washed away. I
think, during the cyclone, a good
portion was washed away. As Minis-
ter of Finance, I was badly short of
foreign exchange and 1 was anxious
to get some more exchange by the
sale of these tailings to Japan
because we buy a lot of goods from
Japan and Japan buys very little
from us. We needed foreign ex-
change to get tyres for C.T.B. buses
and so on. However that is by the
way.
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S0 far the public sector is
concerned I think the Hon. Minister
is doing the correct thing, although
there are a number of matters on
which I would like to question him.

-
as

If you do not mind, Sir, I will stop
now and start tomorrow morning.

QRES edm2 g W 8 Beww, VR
D BEw goBw 28mm ody BfFe wwmed
N Bounmeasy 2w B

M 3D FOBw hdwm DERT; D ded
9 1865 w2 8 2 Age,

Crprix . u. 8 wellur@aflCar, @upelesr L

el ump) FoLEE 2 MleflE@in Qurgle 88
gant, s@rnsans BllmbE Badeyi.

Guelleng ulGaZar o falssuuerg ; Bandia
F@aig, 1965 Qeublmibui 8, tysenlipenlo.

It being 8 p.m., the Chairman left the
Chair to report Progress.

Committee report Progress; to sit
again on Wednesday, 8th September 1965.

ofed, @d, Ruw MmN O,
(8. orlh. i L we i TapTLEs)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

There is a non-controversial item
which might be taken up at this
stage. The Opposition agrees.

Hrnde Y. OO, cueds
(soorpl G erer. ertb. QuiCram)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

We have agreed to pass non-
controversial item No. 4, a Supple-
mentary Kstimate of the Hon.
Minister of Nationalized Services.

SO0 Qe : Bos) eeIh
FRDBIC@ ¢ ISR DEIREEE
T @ o gaca
@opAriys Qsrea : CsBuwrw Crever
&G QDEFEFT ; oar 1Awiiflesr & LDLIGT 1 & @Y LD
Gp L &EHLD

SUPPLEMENTARY SUPPLY : MINISTER OF
NATIONALIZED SERVICES

Q) LeD®» cwidsnd uwmulem «:

Searaumin S1Gxranr ard miéQsaaTeantiiiL 5

Resolved :
“That a supplementary sum not exceed-

| ing Rupees Three hundred and fifty-six

thousand six hundred and seventy-nine
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(Rs. 356,679) be payable out of the Con-
solidated Fund of Ceylon, or any other
fund or moneys of, or at the disposal of
the Government of Ceylon, or from the
proceeds of any loans obtained by the
Government of Ceylon, for the service of
the financial year beginning on 1st Octo-
ber, 1964, and ending on 30th September,
1965, and that the said sum may be ex-

pended as specified in the Schedule
hereto:
Schedule
Rs.
Head 153—Minister of Nationalized
Services.
Vote No. 1—Personal Emolu-
ments and other allowances of
the staftf = .. 91,280
Vote No. 2—Administration
charges—Recurrent Expendi-
ture . 265,399
356,679
—[ed seseas]
DE B9
P& Blenauiy
ADJOURNMENT
Cuicon® Qidsw wdm» ey g

HMB8a adm ¢

“@xYd) e BCw ¢ wnd B @uo”—
[a& BBE et sznkz.]

“eon QUOuTws 98 BmaEsuOU pwTs”, —
[@serrar  Liof Ge@prués] erepin 19@raswr
HGrMssce, @ 616s8HwbLLRUuDb .

Motion made, and Question proposed,

That the House do now adjourn”.—
[Hon. Dudley Senanayake.]

Ofd, @&, Rwed TNl sNwem S,
(8. el . Lwew LesrLrrpruss)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Mr. Chairman, I wish on behalf of
the Leader of the Opposition (hon.
Sirimavo Bandaranaike), to raise a
question which was originally
intended to be raised by private
notice tomorrow morning and of
which we intended to give notice to
the Hon. Prime Minister,

It is a matter which we in the
Opposition consider to be of great
importance, and I propose to read
the question as formulated by the
honi!"Tieader of the Opposition.
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(1) What informatior. has the
Government received about
the present armed conflict
between our two neighbours,
India and Pakistan?

the

(2) What is the attitude of
this

Government towards
armed conflict ?

(3) What steps has the Govern-
ment taken to express the
concern of the people of
this country about this con-
flict and their desire that
hostilities should cease?

1 will hand over the document to
the Hon. Prime Minister for reply.

I would particularly like to make
a point at this stage. While there are
many debating points that can be
made in this matter, we do not pro-
pose to make any debating points at
all. We are not seeking answers to
these questions in order to make any
political capital of this on behalf of
the Opposition at this time. The
matter is one which transcends all
questions of party politics in this
country as far as we are concerned.
It is not a question of trying to make
jibes at each other and talking of
condemning aggression and making
statements of that sort at this time.

We consider that this conflict is
fraught with grave consequences to
the whole of this part of the world
__South-east Asia—and even Ceylon,
and therefore we should be particu-
larly grateful to the Hon. Prime
Minister for his statement on this

matter.

There is one other question which
I should like to raise very briefly
arising from a stateraent made by
the hon. Parliamentary Secretary to
the Minister of Industries on the 3rd
of September and appearing at
columns 1221 and 1222 of the
HANSARD.

He adverted to certain remarks
made earlier by me in regard to the
Heendeniva Charter flisht when I
was speaking on the 2nd September

1965 el @& T
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1965 in the course of the Committee
stage discussion on the Finance
Ministry Votes.

At the time I raised the gquestion
I put it very briefly: I asked the
Hon. Minister of Finance whether
the Government and the authorities
responsible had adequately checked
up the credentials of the people who
organized this charter flight. I made
this point because 1t seemed to us
that there was a considerable
wastage of foreign exchange involved
in regard to tne abortive charter
flight ; the Ceylon Government had to
spend its foreign exchunge in bring-
ing back its own nationals. We do
not blame the Governnient for bring-
ing back its own people. That was
natural. The Government had no
alternative. But we do ask the ques-
tion whether the Minister was satis-
fied that due diligence had been

b e T G s bl e

e )

exercised by the authorities concern- ¢
ed in granting authorization for this §

particular flight.

At column 814 of the TIANSARD of
the 2nd September I raised the ques- ¢

b

tion in this form:

T e

R

e

e —

« Qur complaint is: Did the Central

Bank go into this
gave permission ?
you for bringing the people back. Of
course, you
We must look after our nationals.
at the same time,

But, |

carefully before they |
We are not blaming |

had to: you had no choice.

did the Central Bank "

exercise proper care and caution, proper |

diligence, before they allowed this charter|
flisht ? That is my question, and I am
asking that question particularly because|
the Governor's wife was also on this}
flight. ” '

To that, the Hon. Mr, Wanninayake
replied: i
.

«1 shall go into that aspect of s
— [OFFICIAL REPORT, 2nd September 1965 ;;‘;-
Vol. 62, c. 814.] ‘

I was content, and left it at that. §

The hon. Parliamentary Secretary,’
subsequently raising the matter]
expressed the point of view that he
virtually agreed with our criticism;
when he said: "

“May I inform the hon. Member fox
Dompe who raised this question thaf
there is not much difference of opinior’
on.either side of the House that such

ol
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charter flights should be carefully consi-
dered before they are approved.”’—
[OrriciaL REPORT, 3rd September 1965 ;
Vol. 62, c. 1221.]

And to that extent we are agreed.
But he subsequently made the point
that there were relations of our
people also—on our side of the
House, including myself—who took
part in the charter flight. That is, in
fact, true. There were also other
relations whom he did not mention.
My poinf is this. Merely mentioning
names of relations seems to carry the
implication that somebody or other
had been able to exercise some
influence.

The hon. Member would be fair
enough to admit that we are not in a
position to authorize a charter
flight and that it is not for us to give
or refuse permission for such a flight.
Therefore, mentioning the names of
| relations who took part in the
| charter flight must of necessity be
irrelevant because it is not a matter
in our hands to have refused per-
mission or to have exercised due
diligence in authorizing the flight
| when, in point of fact, the authorities
| concerned themselves had relations
 travelling on the flight.

| I do agree with the hon. Parlia-
' mentary Secretary that it is a matter
| which should be carefully considered
as he himself stated on the Floor of
| the House. I should like to make
| this point, that if the hon. Parlia-
mentary Secretary’s view represents
‘the view of the Government, I shall
‘move formally in the course of the
next few days for the appointment
of a Joint Select Committee of this
‘House to go into the whole question,
to look into it and ascertain whether
or not proper safeguards were exer-
cised, whether due diligence was
observed in this particular case. I am
speaking with knowledge because I
have reason to believe that the
Department of Civil Aviation con-
demned and recommended against
this flight after careful consideration,
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I have also got information
in regard [to this matter, and

therefore I shall formally make this
application in the interests of both
sides of the House to find out if there
has been carelessness or remissness
on the part of anybody. It is in the
interest of all of us that this matter
should be fully investigated. Nowa-
days it is becoming fashionable on the
Floor of the House to rnake assertions
about relationships without any con-
sideration as to whether they are
relevant or not.

One further point I should like to
mention is this. A question was asked
by the hon. Member for Kolonna
(Mr. C. N. Mathew)—he is not here
—ifrom the Minister of Agriculture
and Food relating to Dr. S. T. Senevi-
ratne, Deputy Director of Agriculture,
who was appointed in 1963. The ques-
tion was whether the appointment
had been properly made, whether Dr.
Seneviratne had received any money
from the University during the period
he was Deputy Director of Agricul-
ture. The Answer given by the Hon.
Minister was categorical and clear.
He said that the appointment was
made by the Public Service Commis-
sion, and that Dr. Seneviratne who
was on the University staff received
no additional remuneration whatso-
ever from the University beyiond his
normal pay.

Then a Supplementary Question
was asked by the hon. Member for
Kolonna whether Dr. Seneviratne
was related to me—I was Minister of
Agriculture at that time. I am, in
point of fact, related to him. I am not
disputing that fact. I never deny my
own relatives under any circums-
tances. But I fail to see the signifi-
cance of the Supplementary Question,
specially when the Hon. Minister
says that no money transactions were
involved.

The hon. Member put the Question
in the belief that Dr. Seneviratne had
benefited financially from this
appointment, but once the Answer

.
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was given at least one would have
expected him to stop at that and not
ask the supplementary Question, for
the simple reason that nothing turns
on it—unless, of course, there is some-
thing which I am too dense to see,

- gome hidden significance, in the sup-

plementary Question. And so I do
urge, when we make these points,
that we should act with a sense of
responsibility and desist from putting
this type of question except, of course,
where they have a significance and
relevance to the administration of
this country and to the dealings of all
of us in this House.

¢. on, 8.42

G5 D

(B Qserier)

(Mr. Keuneman)

I do not want to take up much time
because the Hon. Prime Minister may
require time for answering a very
important question that has been put
to him on behalf of the hon. Leader
of the Opposition.

I wish to bring to the notice of the
Hon. Minister of Industries and
Fisheries, and maybe to the Hon.
Minister of Finance as well, a certain
matter concerning the Board of the
Ceylon Ceramics Corporation. I
understand on reliable information
that a private plaint has been filed in
the Joint Magistrate’s Court,
Colombo—the case number is
KMC 32749——by a Mr. G. A. Ediri-
weera, Sales Officer of the Ceylon
Ceramics Corporation, against the
General Manager, Mr. J. J. Rajanaya-
gam. This appears to be an allegation
of assault, but it is a purely private
matter and a purely private plaint. I
am informed that the General Mana-
ger had requested the board to meet
the legal expenses in regard to his
defence in this private plaint. I am
further informed that the board had
agreed to do so. It has sanctioned Rs.
1,750 for the retention of a Queen’s
Counsel to defend the General Mana-
ger in this case, and in fact a cheque
pearing No. 001612-D/12 has bheen
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issued to counsel already. I do not
suppose that the Minister knows any-
thing about this matter, but I would
like him to look into this matter and
decide whether it is correct for the
board of a corporation to sanction in
advance, before the case is heard,
legal expenses out of its funds for the
retention of a Queen’s Counsel to
defend the General Manager in the
matter of a private plaint. I think the
Hon. Minister might look into this
matter also because, 1 think, some
regulations must be framed regarding
legal expenses to be met by corpora-
tions. I hope the Minister will look §
into this matter and take action. Z
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| (The Hon, Dudley Senanayake)

- I shall first dispose of the matter
raised by the hon. Member for Kiri-
ella (Mr. Wijesundara). At the out-
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set I wish to inform him that any
incident that took place was certainly
not on the instructions of the Govern-
ment here. We are looking into the
circumstances of the matter, and I
am not in a position now to make 5
further statement on that,

With regard to the matter raised
by the hon. Member for Dompe, I
wish to make a statement. The situa-
tion that has arisen between India
and Pakistan has now reached most
serious proportions. I am sure all
hon. Members of this House will
share the feeling of distress I have to
find two great and friendly neigh-
bours of ours, both members of the
Commonwealth, engaged in fighting
each other. As you are aware, the
present position is that fighting is
going on both in Kashmir as well as
in Pakistan territory.

When Indian troops crossed the
Pakistan border between Lahore and
Sialkot yesterday, the situation could
no longer be contained and described
as the “ Kashmir issue”: it has es-
calated to more serious proportions.
The Indian Prime Minister has des-
cribed the current situation between
India and Pakistan as a “full scale
war ”, while the President of Pakis-
tan has described it by saying “ We
are at war”,

The history of what is now taking
place can be traced back to the
Kashmir issue. In 1947, the armies
of these two great nations fought each
other on the self-same border issue,
but with the intervention of the
United Nations a cease-fire was es-
tablished and an uneasy peace
restored. Today, 18 years later, the
situation has re-established itself,
perhaps in more serious proportions
and possibly with greater conse-
quences than previously,

Hon. Members are fully familiar
with the history of the Kashmirian
situation which was one of the birth-
pangs of the creation of the two
nations of India and Pakistan. I pro-
pose, therefore, to restrict myself to

be immediate causes of the present
dispute,


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

&

“regular forces

1813
BE B
During the last two years, there
has been increased activity along the
cease-fire line. There have been com-
plaints of one country or the other
infringing on each other’s rights.
Early this year, the casual infringe-
ment of the cease-fire line took more
serious proportions. These infringe-
ments took the form of infiltration on
a substantial scale in August this
year. It is now common knowledge
that numbers of infiltrators crossed
over from the Azad Kashmir side of
the cease-fire line and caused damage
and various acts of sabotage on the
other side. India claims that these
infiltrators included members of the

- Pakistani Armed Forces, and that the

infiltrators had been specially trained
by Pakistan for acts of aggression
and sabotage. Pakistan, on its side,
has denied categorically that any
members of its armed forces have in-
filtrated into the Indian side though
it is prepared to accept that Azad
Kashmiris may have gone to the
assistance of their fellows on the
Indian side of Kashmir. It is on re-
cord and is an accepted fact that in
May this year Indian forces occupied
two posts in the Kargil area in Azad
Kashmir but withdrew on represen-
tations being made by Pakistan and
apparently on an assurance given
that United Nations observers would
man these posts. With the intensifi-
cation of infiltration in August this
year from Azad Kashmir the Indian
Army went into occupation of the
posts in Kargil. Other posts in Azad
Kashmir had also been occupied by
the Indian Army. On 1st September
the Pakistan regular army formally
moved across the cease-fire line and
have since been moving towards
Jammu. With the escalation of the
dispute to a frank committal of the
of both countries the
Security Council met and called for
a cease-fire on 4th September. The
Secretary-General of the Security
Council proposed a five point pro-
gramme for a return to normality on
the cease-fire line. These were:

1965 eef @8 7
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1. A willingness of both parties to
respect the agreement that
they had entered into ;

9. Readiness on the part of the
Pakistan Government to take
effective steps to prevent
crossings of the line from the
Pakistan side by armed men
whether or not in uniform ;

3. Evacuation by each party of
positions of the other party
now occupied and withdrawal
of all armed personnel of each
party to its own side of the
line which would include the
withdrawal once more of In-
dian troops from Pakistan
positions in the Kargil area.

4. A halt by both parties to the
firing across the line that had
been occuring from both
sides in some sectors with
artillery and smaller guns.

5. Allowing full freedom of move-
ment and access to U. N. ob-
servers by both parties on
both sides of the line.

There was no positive reaction by
either India or Pakistan to these pro-
posals. The Indian position appears
to be that withdrawal of either side
behind the cease-fire line could only
be agreed to if there was adequate
assurance that the sanctity of the
cease-fire line would be maintained.
The Pakistan attitude apparently is
that acquiescence in these proposals
could only be as an immediate step
to solving the Kashmir issue.

It is in this background that
Indian troops crossed the Inter-
national Border between India and
Pakistan yesterday between Lahore
and Sialkot. It will appear that a
full-scale battle involving regular
forces, heavy armour and aircraft is
in progress. Towns both in India
and Pakistan have been bombed.

The Security Council is at present
in session to consider as to what
steps should be taken to achieve a
ceasing of hostilities. I understand
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that U. Thant, the Secretary-General,

will be visiting the sub-continent
immediately to explore the possibili-
ties.

As far as this Government is con-
cerned, it has always taken the line
that the Kashmir dispute, which is
the cause of the trouble between
these two great neighbours, should
be solved in terms of the resolutions
adopted in the U. N. or by other
peaceful means.

I do not consider that recourse to
force is a means by which nations
should attempt to solve disputes
between themselves. In the midst
of the many tensions which the
world faces and the terrible horrors
attendant on modern warfare, the
escalation of a local dispute into in-
volvements of much larger conse-
quence is always a possibility. I

- would impress on the contending

nations that it is essential in the

~ Interests of world peace that those
- disputes should be resolved by peace-

ful means and through the machinery
that is always available.

In view of the fact that the
- Security Council is taking active and
urgent steps to strive and bring
normaley into the area, I think it is
best that we, too, consistent with the
position that we have always taken
in regard to this matter, should give

. whatever assistance is necessary to
. the United Nations body through the
. Security Council and the Secretary-
| General to achieve g Speedy

resolution of the dispute.

. As I have stated earlier, I am dis-
| tressed that two countries, with both
of whom we are on very friendly
terms and who are both members of
the Commonwealth, should have
 found it necessary to have recourse
 to fighting to settle this dispute.

¢. . 8.24

eBCE 05T besflots @ca,

(B Qopsrpper guibiiva)

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

Arising out of the remarks made

Iiby the hon. Member for Dompe
'(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike), I

3)
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want to refer to what the hon. Mem-
ber said in the course of his speech
on 2nd September. The hon. Mem-
ber said that I had referred to his
relations. I referred to that matter
for a particular reason. He read out
today what he had stated on the
Floor of the House on 2nd September
but he read out only a portion of
what he had said. For your informa-
tion I would like to read out what
he said. This is what he said :

“We did not have people stranded in
London, including sisters of the Minister
of State, who tried to take advantage of
cheap fares offered by people like
Mr. Heendeniya; we did not have cases
where the Ceylon Government was
penny-wise and pound-foolish, and where
people who had paid £ 75 for a return
trip from London were called upon to
pay £ 154 to be brought back from their
‘chartered flights.’”

OfS. @8, Rdwed DBy Gon,
(5lw. erii. DY L WIGV LI L it )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Have I the authority to
chartered flights ?

grant

CBEOnY bwlon .
(B@. Qapavppeir gau@izan)
(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

“They arrived last night, including the
sister of the Minister of State.”—
[OrFIcIAL REPORT, 2nd September, 1965 ;
Vol. 62, ¢ 751.]

Now, Sir, the inference to be
drawn from the statement, “ We did
not have cases where the Ceylon
Government was penny-wise and
pound-foolish,” is that the Ceylon
Government organized the charter
flight.

Ofd, @l Awe’ BsTMdsnwm S,
(8. erlt. gyi. Lwew uehr_rrpruss)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

They allowed it.

C¥E 0BT Swiory ©ca.

(8. Gapeyppeir pw&nan)

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

Now, Sir, in my statement I made
it categorically clear that these
people went all on their own and
that this flight was not organized by
the, Ceylon Government.

Lo . U —
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ofed, @d. Vwwd AFMINGD O,
(8. orls. . 1_woh LGHTLTTFTI&GS)

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)
The Central Bank allowed it.

SBECOsY iy .

(B®. Qapvpper gublsan)

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

The Central Bank allowed it. That
is different from saying that the

- flight had been sponsored by the
Ceylon Government.

ofed, @8, e AHFMIsneD S,
(B eril. Gyi. Lwed LIeNwL TIpTIEGS)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Of coure; your Government allow-
ed it.

QBE 0BT Lwlown Sw.

(B Qapdppsr guFian)
(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

The sister of the Minister of State
or the wife of the Governor of the
Central Bank—these things should
not be bandied across the Floor of
the House. If the hon. Member
wanted to, he could have moved a
Motion asking for an inquiry into
this.

ofed, @, duw AFNHINRD D,
(B eTL1. yi. 1wiew LIGRT LT T 5T UI& )

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Will you
Cammittee ?

agree to a Select

eu@Os’ Swlen .

(8. Cepiviper gudias)

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

The Hon. Prime Minister will let

you know once your request is made,
but you go and refer to these

things——

1965 eaS @S T
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Ofd, @8 RS DSTMSTNGD .
(B@. eris. gyi. Lwow LIGRT LT T T IES )

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

You appear to know already—
[Interruption.] :

cUCE 05T Peablody e,

(8. Qapeovpper egu&nan)
__(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

An inquiry is a matter for the ;'-;
Prime Minister. I am not the Gov- ¢
ernment. Surely you understand @
that. '

fed. @d, R ASTNSBNGD Dwo.

(Blgs. eris. . L WG LIGHTL TTBTeIs%s) Eii
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike) i
We thought you think you are. s

cw@0s3 Ywllowy S 4
(B Qepavpper gguiSuman)
(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

I want particularly to stress this. |
My reply was in answer to a matter r:
raised by the hon. Member for |
Dompe, and I categorically stated =
that the Government was not respon-
sible for this flight. Whether the =
sister of the Minister of State or the
wife of the Governor of the Central |
Bank or close relatives of the hon.%
Member for Dompe or hon. Leader%
of the Opposition were on the flight 1

is immaterial. ks

T

'

Ofd., @d. e AETMEsNWD Bew. F

(Slas. el Q. Lwew LI Tr prRGE)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike) i

I have no authority ; your Govem-ﬁ
ment has the authority. That is the
difference. i

%ﬁ’:’ﬁi g LT
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(8. Qsariner)

(Mr. Keuneman)

What about the Minister of
Industries ?

o & 8. w8 9mdBam

(Qaorras . (§. oy, e ser)

(The Hon. D. P. R, Gunawardena)

I shall look info the matter and let
you know the facts of the case
tomorrow.

game IQum G, s wddm B,

e BEsIU 0 an missTeTariiull .

Question put, and agreed to.
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Adjourned accordingly qt
27 PM. until 10 Awm. on %
Wednesday, - 8th September,
1965, pursuant to the Resolution

of the House of 2nd September -
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