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Cs.0.F.] sluenio STEBETHGT.

The House met at 10 A.m., MR. SPEAKER
[TeE Hon. Sik ALBerT F. PErIes, K.B.E.]
in the Chair.
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ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
o DOCES ¢ M B,
It
Garemso s augunew Bvwib, @& mia

GONAGALA-PURA SUB-POST OFFICE,
INDURUWA

1. @G, 8. ¢ 8D @ (AC88w)
(8. oo. 8. 9 Dear—uind g uw)
(Mr. L. C. de Silva—Balapitiya)
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(7) Quwefley erliQureps? (2-) @ovia
Quicsfley @reor 2
asked the Minister of Publ_ic Works,
Posts and Telecommunications : (a)
Is he aware that the ‘C’ Grade sub-
post office at Gonagala-Pura,
Induruwa in the Balapitiya electorate
serves a wide area ? (b) Is he aware
that the volume of business transact-

ed at this sub-post office warrants
its upgrading ? (¢) Will he consider

i il 5

giving this office ‘B’ Grade status ?
(d) If so, when ? (e) If not, why ?

8 & oRE®» 9w (EDY o
amé G oResy wiBGe®symy e De—
Sbod PV, @ » € weldw
OB cDHR)

(Sw. §. &. Qubyarer—etlagris, o enrey
g gifler LT @hLeT pd il sHe—
s RGeudy, S5 B
CLir&@eur &g Se&ESFT FriLirs)

(Mr. P. C. Imbulana—Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Agriculture
and Food on behalf of the Hon. Minister

of Public Works, Posts and Telecommu-
nications)

(@) No. (b) No. (c) This will be
considered next financial year. (d)
and (e) Does not arise in view of (c).

QT EFTHEI&GE SLITEY

SHB POVIWMBE  WHNE SGHI OGO
Di8ne snEH»O

user, préfsps psellu QLmserss Bl
uneesr s

IRRIGATION FACILITIES FOR PATANA,
ARACHCHCIKANDA, ETC.

2. 0ePemndw . . wd o »
(e@ACEDY 6cnd)

(daig Gl srp@ orb. aré. &5asrGser
—oLrELlsrent )

(Dr. M. H. Saddhasena—Ambalan-
goda)
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asked the Minister of Land, Irrigation
and Power: (a) Is he aware that
over 2,000 acres of paddy fields at
Patana Arachchikanda, Hikkaduwa,
Gonapinuwala, Berathuduwa and
Metiwala, which had been fourish-
ing paddy fields in the past, cannot
now be worked owing to lack of
irrigation facilities and some areas

Bewldm @575 VeI
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being flooded with sea water ? (b)
Is he aware that a scheme known as
the Hikkaduwa Scheme was started
some years ago and an ela, now
commonly known as the Moda Ela,
was constructed ? (c) Is he aware
that this ela or outlet has not served
any useful purpose? (d) Will he

take early steps to provide modern

irrigation facilities in order to bring
this vast stretch of paddy fields under
cultivation ?

@ o8 @d. LB (Sds OB
852 Doy  SHEmlaY ED
o S8ode WOwm 8¢ #08eozy
2ECe@ ) e E—gad, dnde
o BeCAC OB e2mMRO)

(Qaerrar Cg. gy, squewr ger—@rr
QDTESE QDFFHLD 0T SO 9LOFFT SLb
urgsrin) Qeefldlears  syenwssr b
urrrEswerps srilusn@ui—sasref], Bl
ureer, tlarclans @ In&Fir FTiirs)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene—Minis-
ter of State and Parliamentary Secretary
to the Prime Minister and Minister of
Defence and External Affairs on behalf
of Hon. Minister of Land, Irrigation and
Power)

(@) Yes. (b) Yes. (¢) The ela
served the purpose for which it was
intended—as a bye-pass fer post flood
waters—but the functioning was
hindered by the -cultivators not
cutting the sand bars. (d) Steps
have already been taken and a
scheme has been formulated to cons-
truct outfall works at the river mouth
to prevent sand bar formation and
facilitate drainage of the lands, which
will be taken up shortly.

Ve M PedTaBnnCD
Bonin enas Guweny, ULLELITE)

RURAL HOSPITAL, BATAPOLA

3. eoRemBes e e »

(o1 s serfe &s5srCear)

(Dr. Saddhasena)
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asked the Minister of Health : (a) Is
he aware that no improvements have
been effected to the Rural Hospital
at Batapcla since its inception ? (b)
Will he take early steps to make this
hospital a peripheral unit by provid-
ing a maternity ward, a central

dispensary, and quarters for the
apothecary ?
R /NS S (cwn99s

#OBow @wiEelsyYmy eCH)

(B  dlwer
SDYIDE FIMGT LITTIT@HLeT p& &riflu sAE )
(Mrs. Wimala Kannangara—Parlia-

mentary Secretary to the Minister of
Heglth)

(a) Yes. (b) The hospital has 24
beds for male and female patients.
Maternity cases too are admitted.
The attendances at the institution
are low. It is proposed to construct
quarters for the apothecary in charge
of the institution during 1965-66
in the hospital premises. The
augmentation of water supply too is
being investigated. The progress of
the institution will be watched and
Its upgrading to a peripheral unit
taken up in due course,
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TRANSPORT OF RICE FROM COLOMEO
TO RUWANWELLA

5. eanBe 9. DO, ewedd (wuwsd
emMD) ‘

(sorflB erar. erib. QUGTIr—Uu1 9 WTH
Cami_ent_)

(Dr. N. M. Perera—Yatiyantota)
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QFowgub N @geenr gdlFreds euenr
LT s epeapd, oymEabg L&
ver_ssrénde  Qargfapon aBsmE
Qe@edliLit I g1 ererLIeH S Qe cglr‘/_;ﬂm.ura‘n‘ 2
(=) Qarapibflmis — eroarearQeodads
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asked the Minister of Agriculture and
Food : (a) Is he aware that the trans-
port of rice from Colombo to Ruwan-
weila for distribution to the
consumers through the co-operative
societies was hitherto done by train
up to Avissawella, and thence by
lorry to the Magammana store ? (D)
When was this changed to direct lorry
trarsport from Colombo to Ruwan-
wella ? (¢) What was the reason for
this change ?
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ARG e,

(B @ubLarer)

(Mr. Imbulana)

() Yes. (b) With effect from
17.5.65. (c) The reason for [this
change was that considerable diffi-
culty was experienced in obtaining
the railway wagons required for the
transport of rice to Avissawella and
also there were delays in the wagons
reaching Avissawella. Hence the
union was allowed to draw their
ration from Colombo by lorries and
this is being satisfactorily done and
the consumers get their rations in
time.

@nde Y. Q. cwedd
(srf B erar. erib. QuGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

May I know whether this is
cheaper or not? For a number of
years the rice has been transported
by railway wagons. Why was this
change made? Is the hon. Parlia-
mentary Secretary aware that to one
section, Bulathkohupitiya, they are
transporting directly by railway
wagons ?

DG Dwn.

(8@ @byeorar)

(Mr. Imbulana)

No. I am personally aware of this.
We require 27 wagons to transport
rice to Avissawella. At one time we
were given only 7 wagons out of the
27. So we thought it would be best,
because it is cheaper; to transport by

lorry.

Hnda 95y, 98, cuveld
(serpl & erar. erwn. QuGrrmr)
¢Dr. N. M. Perera)
Cheaper ?

PRGD Do,

(8. Qurjerar)

(Mr. Imbulana)

Yes, particularly in view of the fact
that we did not get the necessary
wagons and we were compelled to
transport by lorry.

Bewldm 05 PeAC®

1828
2 8m BE8xi

mdde 5. 99. eweld
(es-mﬂr;ﬁ?‘.@ erer. orib. QuGrmmr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Were tenders called before these
contracts were given ?

QARG @c.
(8. @rbrjeorer)
(Mr. Imbulana)

I am not personally aware, but I
think this is done by the wholesale
union.

q;:@sgoﬁ dny. 9O, euedd
(sar Bl erer. erib. QuGrTir)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

The union has got a new Japanese
lorry, an “Isuzu”. Why does the
union not use its own transport for
this purpose ?

ORCG Ocn.

(Bm. @revrer)
(Mr. Imbulana)

I am not aware.

DN BNBDD s

(& LT BTIET jeurSer)
(Mr. Speaker)
Question No. 6.

oé o md. Swalam

(Qaerres Cop. Q. eyuiaui ar)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

g sId»ed S8n&EID
Q¢ CH.

o

@pnde D5y, 8. cwedd
(ar @ erer, ertd. QuGrar)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Why ?


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

1829
28m B
o o, 8. Wl
(Qaerres Geg. gyi. spuieur ger)
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NATIONAL TEXTILE CORPORATION :
RECRUITMENT OF EMPLOYEES

7. @ende dnY. 8. cue¥dl

(3T flE erar. erb. QuGrmrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)
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asked the Minister of Industries and
Fisheries : (a) Is he aware that since

June 1965 a number of workers have
been recruited to the National Textile-
Corporation ? (b) Is he aware that
over 75 per cent. of the new recruits

have been from the Avissawella

constituency ? (¢) Why was the rule

that all recruitment to Government

institutions should be through the

Employment Exchange been dis-
pensed with in this particular case ?

(d) Why were no applications called

for, and why was there no advertise-

ment of such intention to recruit ?

(e) What were the minimum qualifi~

cations expected for recruitment ? (f)

Will he take steps to see that in

future these irregularities are not
permitted, and new recruits will be

taken only after advertisement call-
ing for applications or through the

Employ:rent Exchange ?

8. cBEOsY Lwhoxy @wn. (wB@sy ™
& S8 1By wECeds3m) edw®)

(B@. 1. Qapapper pudBs—eoss
Qsrifler, @ pOmifler oyeniné&iflar LIIT Tir (6,
et pd srifliusAS)

(Mr. D. Shelton Jayasinghe—Parlia-
mentary Secretary to the Minister of
Industries and Fisheries)

(a) Yes. (b) No. (c¢) Recruitment
of labour to the Veyangoda factory
of the National Textile Corporation
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since 1961 has not been through the
Employment Exchange. (d) In the
recruitment of labour to the Veyan-
goda factory since 1961 it has not
been the practice to call for applica-
tions or to advertise vacancies. (e)
The minimum qualifications varied
from the 3rd Standard to the J.S.C.
for the different categories of work-
ers. (f) The procedure for recruit-
ment of labour is receiving conside-
ration. As a matter of fact, the Hon.
Minister is already investigating
proposals regarding recruitment.

@i DY, 0. cweldh
(ser B & erer. erih. QuGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I have got a list of the names,
including the dates of appointment.
Will the Hon. Minister please inquire
into the matter if I submit the
names ?

B 053 Swioxn @,

(8. Qeppper egw&ienw)
(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)
Certainly.

@8 DuY. 8. euedd
(soor £l & erer. erib. QuiCrmm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I shall also give the Hon. Minister
particulars of the places from where
they were sent.

e¥C 05T Ll Do,

(B Qepevpper gubien)

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

Further answering Question (b),
where the hon. Member alleges that
75 per cent. of the new recruits have
come from the Avissawella consti-
tuency, I should like to give the
House the actual figures. In June
1965, 79 workers were recruited to
the corporation’s mill at Veyangoda.
The following is the list:

Avissawella e o
Dedigama .. 14
Attanagalla Sl ()
Dompe Bl et
Gampaha T
Mirigama os 2
Mahara 1
Divulapitiya 1

Bewidm 0575 9dCw
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Kottawa
Kotte
Colombo South
Colombo Central

Hon. Members will see that the
number from Avissawella is nowhere
near 75 per cent.

o o =

aHde DY, 8. cuedd
(@oorB& erar. erib. QuGrTr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I shall give you the names.

SReN 02G, eaCl88C ¢, g Doe®
wrNe a®DE ¢u wEiC Wi
piysCae, Osreli@aem, ypppaw 2bu

Erasofiigyorer eu sSUTe BIWLEST

SUB-POST OFFICES AT RAMBUKEWELA,
DOLAPIHILLA, ATTARAGAMA, ETC.

8. e @u¥g &Oew'm . (gmdben
Be8dm YY)

(B CanwéspSr FMGsear—o&@Emer
(AP SOTLD IES S ST )

(Mr. Hemachandra
Akurana)

Setecd D, @ ow Bl woed @
G @Bensy iy sFd®G: (g) sEse
Sebes BBy JRex’edE, 66C8BCE G,
e 2é0®, BuddE, QPERCC o™
oS8T ® o ©8dE 888 ¢ e
n8wmE D0 Besisy sunum® G
200 Bbenn Bg D RS e NG ?
() ® xLYRewsy cdemw @6
HS 2DWOwD e ?

Sirisena—First

s QCal, surd, sFHHIU
Curs@ers g o@LEFIs Carr_ olley:
(&) piy&Qae, Gsrell&aw, opppsLs,
Sm@oaw, Gosepa®, epobarar S

_g,r;rwnﬁr.ssf

BL_msefllQieTer oL SLIT® BELILISEHEE
QzrCud asBser gowsms Qer@ru
BP@ ApSTEITIL 9 TETEELD 1PY-a) Q&1 5w
SH oTarLeg gt yfersr? (3) @&
FLOLIG ST @) EouenT Senl_[5SI6TeT ILPET
Cearppin wir g1 ?

asked the Minister of Public Works,
Posts and Telecommunications : (@)
Is he aware that the former Govern-
ment decided to provide telephone
facilities to the sub-post offices at
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Rambukewela, Dolapihilla, Attara-
gama, Hingulwela. Ihalamulla and
Galhinna ? (b) What progress has
been made so far in this connection ?

ORED . (S¥ed T;d, sueC
8e@ un'ed® ¢19B cOMDO)

(8. @uyerar—orermsds s @b,
sure &S0 CuréGargs oowsEr

FTTLITS )

(Mr. Imbulana—on behalf of the
Minister of Public Works, Posts and
Telecommunications)

() exn@m. @bfec @S

GO (G) B CENBDE.

e @sY¢ BSew s Dan.

(8. ConwsspGr ACsar)

(Mr. Hemachandra Sirisena)

QEN® &deN, ¢Rm 6Cm BwRwdSE
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¢é WO» e gvn g OfHs
200 =lBec®siy eC2O0q@ FHw WS
®AE D & gD,

ORI D,

(8. @ibryoorar)
(Mr, Imbulana)
Y o FOBYHO &7 0 :.

@E NBEeD GIC wy G’ S®
SoruuenL. wrhpmser, uUseluyuisfR 2 Gwc
ARMY TRANSFERS, PROMOTIONS, ETC.

9.8, & 8 o w.
&zned DIV S8FH)

(Bap. 7. of. 9. Oserwer—QarapLr
W&GE ApSTIPD s S Sl )

(Mr. P. G. B. Xeuneman—Third
Colombo Central)

(@

GPDs 3 Sdmb Bm e Bedw
WOy 8&Aec @B 5 HO e
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ge m: 1965 @B nwed B qe

1965 el =n@E 8
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20wy 08T comd 88, wwe
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T 2 9@ gy WM ?
exnded O, ¥ @xfc?

Q7@ SbEF@ILh LITSSTLL Qouafl

Housrs erFFamriyh, St eLbLiL],

Qurerrgrr  deasrr  gawéserib

Cai L dfl@) : 1965, Cip wrsLs apse® GO
aer (1) QeEmss SoTLLeL G SeeLnL
GGG wrpphiser oFre s Gl
gander syepapus, (i) o sL8C0ursssr
sofler Lom ppEIser, LgedluwirsRaer, L&
punermiser olorgogun Qarew..  Hr

Qv et m) oot Sjauir g Qlnror ?

asked the Prime Minister and
Minister of Defence & External
Affairs and Minister of Planning &
Economic Affairs: Will he table a
list of () any changes in the com-
mand ; and (b) all transfers, promo-
tions and new appointments of
officers in the Ceylon Army from
May 1965 to date ; and if not, why ?

aé DRE o MmsNe®  (¢NSimn
B N um n Jod v WO@D B8EAe
GHOB we O wulwmem 3w P&ESH
DO 88 ¢dH)

(Qserren 1t ofl Creypruss—I9rsw
Qaafl  Heugrr
YEFms S eeiiiLy, Quirasert srr
eHleusrr 9L F(TLD )

cg{emmé&@zh LT G&TLIL,

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake—Prime
Minister, Minister of Defence & Exter-
nal Affairs, and Minister of Planning &
Economic Affairs)

Yes. A list containing particulars
asked for in (a) and (b) is tabled.

Bmedun 2 MAP e BSND ePew w:
sumSL g 8y eneudsL L oL alZewr

The. list tabled is as follows :
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GALLINDA ESTATE, BENTARA-ELPITIYA !
ACQUISITION OF LAND

12. oC. 8. ¢ BED O

(Bw. ero. £. 1 Faveur)
(Mr. L. C. de Silva)
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FILIGE aré@oSuefliurar ? () @
Quiefley, areir ?

asked the Minister of Land, Irrigation
and Power : (a) Is he aware that an
extent of about 4 acre of Gallinda
Estate in the Bentara-Elpitiya elec-
torate was acquired for the purpose
of constructing a bus stand and that
construction work commenced under
a Shramadana campaign ? (b) Who
were the owners of this land at the
time of acquisition? (c¢) Will he
assure this House that this acquisition
will not be revoked ? (d) If not,
why ?

Bewldm 078 @e88Cw

1856
28m BEns
o & @8 addam (9P, &d
@8a on BeGAC @ e2MIO)
(Qaorres Geg. 9T - g;wawi,ﬁ;m—-mrmﬂ,
BiiLim e, Aerellens Bjenndai EMTLTS)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene—on be-

half of the Minister of Land, Irrigation
and Power)

(a¢) The Order under Section 38,
Proviso (a), was published in the
Gazette of 11th September 1964, but
possession of the land was not taken
as the need for this acquisition was
being reviewed by the Ministry of
Nationalized Services. I am not
aware of any construction work
undertaken under a Shramadana
campaign. (b) Messrs. Gallinda
Plantations ILtd. (e¢) Yes. The
Acquiring Officer, Galle, has been
directed to take possession of the land
and hand over to the C. T. B.
authorities. (d) Does not arise.
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PERSONS PROVIDED EMPLOYMENT DY
EMPLOYMENT EXCHANGES :

4, 09, 8. & cenBen HSEQD O,
(B2 ecnd—Cw & O Bsernd
Bwr—EYCBBw—edHTO)

(8. e, S, 19 Qerdier 8o seor—
AepeurmQar—Hm. esywer guatlary
—Bloy o g L—FTiLrs)

(Mr. M. P. de Zoya Siriwardena—

Minuwangoda—on behalf of Mr. Laksh-
man Jayakody—Divulapitiya)
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Drted toamd EmE@emad INS
wensy @émde? eznded »O, &
®xsFe?

Qzrife, Osrifosrer of el L&
Fard Cali. ey 1965 auf®, Gu,
o006 wor giaefley Qsrifoasranr Bowwmiser
eaQararmn orssr CLmmES Qe
waBuelldsam eraTu s @i S pUrTr ?

QatnCuefler arer ?


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

1857 19656 e @8 8

28m BEyd

asked the Minister of Labour,
Employment and Housing: Will he
state the number of persons who have
been provided with employment by
each employment exchange during
the months of April, May and June,
1965, and if not why ?

@S, ogf@am @w. (s ©em
aPOBow wilBe@m CCTHE—n®
NG, dBéwa e B @ OB (I
20)

(8. oy GCr g &—o ereonrr &
Syng &ifler LIT T T @BLOGT o & iflus gife—
Osrife, Qsrifoerer, o L_eniotiL) oyeminé
Fi FTTUTE)

(M, =R, Premadasa—Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Local

Government—on behalf of the Minister
of Labour, Employment and Housing)

May I table this list ?

dBots b
emeS®
Sogd
DEH0
Gilele)
Oux00 ..
2088w
ROEHOC
CH3IZ)Ca
Otmecs
asce
LRmEyd
DEGead
S en®ces
§Z)002)830¢cs
28edtnedE
VUDEE ...
o 7
O0Bwd ...
MOCE ...
Smed
NEIED
E)]'_O?.‘a'f
DO Ew

(2

8%
DO BN WD) D)
(Furprust gyanser)
(Mr. Speaker)
Yes.
¢ omGm 8H828QA® w.
(8. 9. Qerdsr & e sear)

€

(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena)
We do not want the names.

want only the numbers.

o ®ares e,

(5. GCrigre)
(Mr. Premadasa)

We are tabling the list.

WD BNED s
(FLrprust gyeuiser)

(Mr. Speaker)

We

As the list is long, it is being
tabled. Hon. Members can read it.

amelun 9% DA C¢ CBEPD odoww,

FUMSL S B eneudslLiL o e e

The list tabled is as follows :

1965 gegdc 1965 &3

458 128
30 16
2
9
30 31
=2 1
e 29
12 36
21 2
17
10 15
== 3
17
11
= 6
2 -
15 18
3 4
2 17
108 68
— 11
732 433

1965 &8

416
16
21

8
19

1
23
44
11
14

9
18
16
28
21
51
19

3
22
13

—

——

71
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Employment Exchange

Colombo
Negombo
Kalutara
Galle
Kandy
Nawalapitiya
Kurunegala
Jaffna
Ratnapura
Badulla
Batticaloa
Kalmunai
Trincomalee
Anuradhapura
Avissawella
Haputale
Matara
Vavuniya
Kegalle
Matale
Chilaw
Hatton

Nuwara Eliya . o

1860

Bewldm 9575 ©OTACH
1965 aruifléd 1965 Gio 1965 goa:

458 128 416

30 16 16

2 9 21

9 5 8

30 31 19

—s 1 ]

2 29 23

12 36 44

21 P 11

17 6 14

10 15 g

= 3 18

6 17 16

6 11 26

s 6 g

2 — 21

15 18 51

4 19

17 3

108 68 292

— 11 18

732 433 771

April, 1965 May, 1965 June, 1965
458 128 416
30 16 16
2 9 21
9 5 8
30 31 19
- 1 1
— 29 23
12 36 44
21 2 11
17 6 14
10 15 9
— 3 18
6 17 16
6 11 26
— 6 <
2 — 21
15 18 51
1 O o
3 4 19
2 17 3
108 68 292
. — 11 13
732 433 71
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208 B8ndé
SHOE QB 9 toah oC AB FRBIRIW
DBRDS

GyFen WG, Yeral ellur 2 SuH
DIRECTOR OF CENSUS AND STATISTICS

10. ©53& DG LI 5 ¢ (20D
88w—&8. 9. W »T0é Ow—
6¢ N ww—eDHRDD)

(Bm. splrr  smpEnrGear—praeL
S g —8Elm. &. erar. serermsr—Oseaflumy
—&riiGe)

(Mr. Chandra XKarunaratne—Nawala-
pitiya—on behalf of Mr. C. N. Kannan-
gara—Deniyaya)

e g OBewY ey s@ e (§)
Cotn B8CEm etfded BCHSewn)
SHEE B 8D S AL GRS
dwewsy 6y HEW - ©Oa® O
c¢dme®s’ned cdw gudn
LY 5% D O e»BY e ? () D@
ez, Sded uBessTBwd gHWmED o»
09 ccdme®@rYmed wnsm B
ey 2V BO® wewH® o’
BEhEewnm Y HEOD On® Den®
B 2EBg ?

Carr. ofle: (&)

A5 DDDEFF DT &
Qones fliars Ceir 5 &
e 5BCuraspi goei @pear wHin,
yerefl eflur oySuGurs Hulbssin’ L g
pe® IpLlmassorsHe Gummwerey IH
®UE poay@plgeruems e o plersr ?
(%) @sarremsems qparell @ yrermsg
Bleir Qarorensse oyemiwes Giwrésers
Bear podr @perell_ @ Qsriflomtusg
sE&@w arlips e sSCUTSSSI @mmamr
geviier @ pBreE Huliugpe e

L erQurll pL ey das er@irrm ?

G Faneuen Ll &

asked the Minister of Finance: (a)
Is ke aware that with the appoint-
ment of an officer of the Ceylon Ad-
ministrative Service as Director of
Census and Statistics there is much
dissatisfaction in that department ?

1965 - ened @S 8

1862
&dm 88h
(b) In view of this, will he take
immediate action to replace him with
a technically qualified officer in keep-
ing with the policy of the Govern-
ment and in the interest of the
department ?

O @ 8. D5 Bwwd (e @@B)

(Qserres gy 9. eoereflpruss—mpE8
QJNDFSF T )

(The Hon. U. B. Wanninayake—Minis-
ter of Finance)

(q) 20, (q0) BT AD o oW |
eTAm gued Qbw Cozn B8HE®
ctf e I Om on II 22 57 BDEO 33
CTA® am DB G HHYSD. detd |
eadsy, & Qb Gomn ©8EH
cef Do O LrYBOEO qury BERHS
@m) S8 ¢ém CBw R a®»O S
¢SMed Cozn B8uE® ctfdecd I B
vy Bew BEthSwn) S85.

MERW DB, 8. B8R
1@ Cein 616, . SfellanmA
H. D. CECILTHAMY, DECEASED

11. ¢ em&Gen 8828 @w (Cd
O Lwermd Ow. 6D%DD)

(8@ 1y QOsriier Spai gar—Bam.
pLoeT eRuIGQETI —Frii9e)

Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena—on behalf
Mr. Lakshman Jayakody) &

cuoas aOBews’ qEy S B
(¢) F0f eflweE oo 009ed e
B qed 88 suma eRHCeT 09,
8. BEC:E® »OB 6&iSw e8d o
-8 ¢88ws &Bwed @8 835
¢sn G A @ ST Ne?  (gv)
©O® ¥demw B¢ Yodd, Gea eSlwec

&5 BNy B B8w¢ cols’ c®®
Obexwd Y ez e 55T e eese
NEO tgen DO How @By E®HH
Bede? (@) e mBBYO DY &
60380 @ eelsY g e ?
ezndee ®8, & @xve?
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“ 285 8814

[e B BEISND De.]

| GETETT YDUDFFMITE& Car - efi@) : ()
| FrQsTapLbLy
| @Qovas PRémssaorsBar 6 Yh QNES
| st g ol Qprureflurd QLS LD (DT LD

mmﬁ@w&m&muﬁ?sﬁ 5 %Lﬁ

Quoaemais GerTps or&. Lo fRfapril
ereriiant @erub-pirQarepby Hosdr s
uresls GpIED 555 T T LI LTI
araruam s et gflarsr? (2) ey gL
srovle Qururefluris G)mémsude @)tb
wrewis HEppE@GUUSTS I spETRr &TX
ups  elerrdur LTSS 5

;m_auq_é;ma

ST B EET

Fbupswrd  TOSSIL L

wurg? (8) Yaurg eflgsrerihsE Bl
O eupE@GasHEG Hyar ems QFierir?

| @e®Cuafle, aer ?

asked the Minister of Health: (a)
Is he aware that patient H. D. Cecili-
hamy ot Pahala Madampella, who

was in Bed 6, Ward 5 in Negombo

| Hospital, was later found dead on the

Chilaw-Negombo railway track ? (b)
As this death took place whilst she

| was an inmate of the hospital, what

action has been taken with regard to
investigating the causes that led to
this death ? (¢) Will he undertake to
pay compensation to her kinsmen ; if
not why ?

Sem sy ad .

(Bn@ dlwear sarartss)

(Mrs. Wimala Kannangara)

(@) deed. () B dBa ad
O sy @meHsy wmpd 1965.7.7 dm¢
80D e&ncd qnes’ wém c& d
mmee @ e dm 8830 cENCLeBBY O
£:99edF g eoned B3 quo B@d &8
8wmO wd 8 AD anam®O CLAeN.
Da-Smawey ©257dm 8y, eddund
et Dm 88 g5y SHErnE 6Nt GH
o Bg 8 =B A2 gmanl O Ddow
Bed. (9) . edlnd cddn 88w
aBsY b8 ernwm R Be eEng
53e.

Rewldn 955 @eRVCw®
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— b Bnd

AN DEVEeE WDIHD)

FeoLl IS
BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE

@ Sed» ewdmnd smxlen 8a:
Serasmn 198002 arb musQsTerarnrL & ¢
Resolved :

« 1065 T8 ®w 13 DL wgg
e; T A8 8n 14 B gonidg
e; @8 v 15 &B Agg ¢
5f 88 O 16 &B Qe eBsy &
e 1965-66 Swldm ewieenm oH®
sEmn O wew, 621 ©g EWnsY
Sepne— (@& & g, Lxddim)

BB Sy MRS SH,
1965-66
2H58. 0 wCergr, 1965-66
APPROPRIATION BILL, 1965-66

mém Bmedd? scmm Acm ci—[geds,
e m@ad 7.]

[2Smmeen® Gowsnbad Sa]

Gusle prmuLitubyS. [Gare8, T Qelabun]
[st npTwsSt SQUTEET S2%ventn g grisar.)

Considered in Committee—[Progress,
7th September.]

[Mr. SpeakEr in the Chair.]

90 9 B8w.—EsTm en JDS
DOLW $OB
1 9 wlomw—mEs @mwac exviafa
u8 »8 an ¢BRwT E0m, &. 132,330

1 9 co BBu—eo D modm w» Y,
&. 1,02,501

SdoLiL) 90— & 50 5T LB, s pGlm e
SNDE FN

auné@Lliten (6. 1. —uesfwneriesn 25@5aEhke
Gaigsenqpin LD UYEEHD, €5- 1,32,330.

sus%uoy 1—emfui  Gamoiyd FlhLierapLh
@. 1,02,501.

Heap 90—MINISTER OF INDUSTRIES
AND FISHERIES

Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 132,330.

Sub-head 1.—Cadre
Rs. 102,501

and salaries,
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PESuwW WMOM C¢ HodudRWw.—[wmEImOdE 7] ;
WNCotssulte. s si—[T CeliGrbun] :
Amendment moved—I[7th September] :

“That the Vote be reduced by Rs. 10
in respect of sub-head 1, item ¢ Minister * "
—[8. 99, 8Ew® ¢ BC & ®w.]

g a wly wwmSa wdn ci
@ Wetw@n 616G SwhiriGllhH D &.
Question again proposed.

¢, o0, 10.45
grle DY, 9O, euedd

(sevr &5 erer. erwb. Qubrar)
(Dr. N. M., Perera)

I was on my feet when we
adjourned for the day. You will
recall, Sir, I was dealing with the
question of the public sector, and I
think I referred to the Mineral Sands
Corporation. I do not intend to go
through all these various corpora-
tions. I may have something to say
about most of these corporations
separately, but for the present I
would refer to only one or two.

Yesterday on the Adjournment
Motion the hon. Third Member for
Colombo Central (Mr. Keuneman)
referred to the manager of the
Ceramics Factory, Mr. J. J. Rajana-
yakam, and actually gave the number
of the cheque which was issued to
this gentleman in order to pull him
out of some difficulty. I would like
the Hon. Minister to know—I am glad
the Hon. Minister of Finance is also
here—that this gentleman was a
member of the then Civil Service and
is now in the Ceylon Administrative
Service. I think his hobby is to try
and squeeze in a scholarship from
somewhere. He started with a
scholarship in Australia and after-
wards came here and applied for
every scholarship that was available.
This matter came up to me in a
peculiar way. The Secretary to the
Treasury refused a scholarship to him
for chemical engineering studies. The
papers were sent to me. I did not want
to accept the word of the Secrecary tc
the Treasury, I desired to interview
him and find out the reason for his

1965 eaf Mm@ 8
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asking for a scholarship. I got down
the gentleman concerned and asked
him why he wanted to do chemical ‘
engineering. I told him, “ You are‘
doing a job at the moment, if you say
you want a scholarship for the pur- }
pose of developing that job I can
understand it, but why are you start- |
ing suddenly on a new job ? He said |
that he had acquired some knowledge
in the past in chemistry or somethiag
like that and wanted to pursue that. !
When I looked up his record I found |
that this man had made various
applications in the past, and that |
being the case I 1felt that
was really not interested in his job.
That is why I am urging the Hon.
Minister to take note of these facts. |

eBDBY S¢an.

(8. Qzariner) |
(Mr. Keuneman)

He is going
scholarship.

off on another

@i DY, 8, onels
(savr & erer. erib. QUGros)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I am told that he has now got that
scholarship which I refused, as a
result of the intervention of the hon.
Member for Jaffna (Mr. Ponnam-
balam). If that is so, it is very
unfortunate. I think this gentleman
is not interested in his job. He just
wants to go on one scholarship or
another. He might make use of the
advantages to jump the wagon and
go for another job. That is not the
type of scholarship that the Govern-
ment should provide. Mr. Rajana-
yakam must be put into a job where
he can be useful. If we try to put
him on to another job nobody would
have him. He has to get back to the
same place because no other person
would like to have him. I would
like to have this man’s work as the
head of the Ceramics Factory looked
into. A suitable person must be
brought into the Ceramics Factory
because very soon we would be
starting on the second Ceramics
Factory at Boralesgamuwa,
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[@28e 957, 98, euedd]

'One word about the textiles corpo-
ration. My good Friend, the Hon.
Minister of Industries and Fisheries,
found fault with me when I was
Minister of Finance because I
appointed Professor Gunasekera as
the Chairman of the People’s Bank.

ad 8. B. @d. QHDERD
(Qsorras 1. 1§, QY. G ali ser)
(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)
Yes, I did. I will tell you why.

(‘pa@aam DY, . cweldd
(57 fG erer. orth. QUGTTT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I know. You might be telling us
the reason why, but we would like
to know why you appointed Mr.
Lakshman Rajapaksa to the National
Textile Corporation. This i
what I want to know. What
are his qualifications ? You were
objecting to my appointing the one
person who had ever written a book
on Ceylon Banking after Mr. Shenoi,
Professor of Economics of the Univer-
sity of Ceylon. This is the only
other person who had made a study
of the history of Ceylon Banking. In
point of fact I am proved right. He
put this People’s Bank into order and
very soon we will get the report from

the Central Bank. But that is not
the point. How did you come to
- appoint Mr. Lakshman Rajapaksa ?
I have no particular grouse against
 defeated candidates. If they are
otherwise suitable I see no reason
why defeated candidates should not
be appointed. But by no stretch of
imagination can you say that Mr.
' Lakshman Rajapaksa—I do not mind
his being a director—is the person
who is best suited to be managing
director or chairman. What are his
| credentials ? The Hon. Minister of

Industries and Fisheries and I know
this gentleman’s father. We used to
| have a tremendous respect for his
| father. We used to be in and out of
| his house. The Hon. Minister knows
. Mr. Lakshman Rajapaksa’s capacity
as much as I do. Mr. Lakshman Raja-
| paksa is the most irresponsible
individual that you can think of.
| The only reason for his selection that
| I can think of is that he is capable of

Bewidnm 057F) ©e3Cw
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giving jobs to his constituents. I
have a list of names of people to
whom employment has been given.
The hon. Parliamentary Secretary
did not give us full names in his
reply to the Question asked. I will
give you the names. These names
were published in a public paper. If
they have done wrong, why do you
not dare to sue the newspaper ?
refer to the “Jana Dina” of 14th
July 1965. It says:

4B efe I motd Hed musd Qdwd
Bef 30e51de Son o8 cwdex
brdese 8 Ootm v n6x c¥eds vy I
@m® DHnénd® §8dwmeddc gedwed €#3m
Podm Oty eudesd PNdnadsy o
2390 worl enm BHeamn cods’ o8 efdn
wsd amdel, o »IYCO oy osn e €3¢
Bén&ds gmdsl st %Y egl Cmw
noenm quew. &¥sTe dnth taonsH
Qéuwd v wiym adeds o@D e 2@
oty oD @ Dd A @z C§ 86 egm
ensy DB ecrn gded meddc dN¢ emDde
S5 —

Even according to you—

ad 8. 8. 18, 9dERm (w3sIm
o B8 y @)

(Qsorrar . (F. G- @mwd—famﬁm‘x,ﬁ
Qzrife, sLpOmife oewEsT)

(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena—
Minister of Industries and Fisheries)

That is not correct.

a8 Oy, 99, oveldh

(s@rflg erer. erib. QuGrrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Thirty-four out of seventy-five !
I will give you the names. You can
check up. I must say, in fairness,
the Hon. Minister might not know
all this. I have a letter too which I
will read. I will also tell you how
the thing operates. I will give this
letter to the Hon. Minister after I
read it.

eV BHS

(s rraeari)

(The Chairman)

Is the hon. Member going to read
out all the 34 names ?

¢aa38w Y. 9. cuedd

(sarflG orer. erib, QUGTTT)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

The number is Tot 34 but 56
according to my list, but I will give
yvou, the, typical ones.
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“ads) €2® OWm® o SRy qandy
=85 ond sped exf edmu LHIAC ewd
se emé® CE HBED vimenwn ©dD
LR, s@nd Q¢ gRPuYw ' Chenm
afesy sy 0 @He®xsf opdwn,

geTa) ocwged oG Sedd
Y B8R B8R’ H0D, O eWemwW
oy W B, gocdsiem OsIB)
D, & B e, DiFeHeDy
5y eny HE® 8w B, NEE HOWD
gy dwews’® Fm EE HOwd
DEC BeRDD »HO. ®»B 56 & »YsI
nsYetd G 8 W6 BeA®D, F o
88 snde @00y,

0 8. 8. ¢, @wEAD
(Quorres 1e. (F. gyii. @Geraurser)
(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

There is no directive from me,
whereas in the case of the hon.
Member for Agalawatta (Mr. Anil
Moonesinghe) there was,

G D5y, L. cuelddh
(s@rplE erer. orb. QuGrim)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I have not said so. The hon.
Member for Agalawatta has not
issued a directive either. He is
questioning that. He has not ad-
mitted that he issued a directive.
Assuming that he did, that is one as
against 56 appointments given by
the man whom you selected as
chairman. That is our position. I
guote:

“1965. 6. 15 » B0 va® wewsy qu wosd
60 mBw&dx) wm sLEPT st Daews
aeeem s, ...

That perhaps accounts for his failure
to mention the full names. zamn
ds3m53 is also there. That is, people,
who have been taken in as appren-
tices.—

“@A e »® E8xw wm» FeDiox’ Imae
wlim J&' 96 e@cef ;"

C8mury Bed®d; »HO B :
DCHOD EMwr’ BeAHD.—

“1. BBEY, &metd 2, nwduc e, emud
@®—15.6.65

10656 s’ @8 8
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— o wEnd
9, 8. B qu, ¥ euelli—emt o® B®HE
emed @, 15.6.65.

3. BRED. Huee m—aFecBw, AT C—
15.6.65

4 8. 8. BT o —vmg emntd @8, e ®9,
15.6.65

b, 088D, quef. B s—H®dHTC, o

@ 15.6.65

6. adGs. ¢. &
oo c—15.6.65. "

cue86—woga oG,

@0 @ 2 & BuEcE® Bwenm
B35y O B3ODBI.

B3NSR
(ca);di@mr&m;f')

(The Chairman)

It is not necessary to read all the |

names.
the date and name of the paper.

grdbes oY, 98, ewedd
(sarBE erer. erbh. QuUlrrm)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I am prepared to table the paper.

Anybody can have a look at if, If
you think that it is false, please sue
the paper. This is a serious charge
made against the parties concerned.
They can take action against the

paper.

Here is a letter in my hand. It is
from L. S. Perera. The Hon. Minis-
ter knows who L. S. Perera is.

“ae. qed. exedd

6O 12 wd »ed v Bewddm

eznBCOW B, L COES S,
1.7.65.

o6 6 80P motsded e’ @omy,
e ececs,
ene®,

BeNBS OHsy Ow & DNwsd e el
P55 Sbery® @nny ®wdS.

BBBRNDE, g5 DU 9mdddn dosl B
38z d0m cam, e® Om & ¢, Buer'm
Do o0 Sed A Hoy =88 988ux ®me A0
BCwE ;mS. g¢ e® EBw deum xm e
D0ed & eBpwe. wdenm B wdm BT
e 8.

@@, q!E)ozsy,
ac. qf. emeds&H"

The hon. Member can give |
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[@:28e dF. 98. eveds]

On top of that there is written in
pencil “K G” apparently for
kangany or head of department.
Underneath you find “Labourer,
M.O.” The date put down is 11.7.65.
Kusuma Gunawardena is his wife,
if anybody does not know.

This is what is happening. That
is why Mr. Rajapaksa is so useful.
That is not all about Mr. Rajapaksa.
He knows that Mr. Rajapaksa’s drink
bills are paid by the National Tex-
tile Corporation. Do not shake your
head. I have got the number of the
bill. I will give you the number.

@d B. 8, @d. gendiam
(Qaerrey 1o. (F. yi. Gewreur sar)
(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)
I want that tabled.

g8 Dy, O0, esedd
(sedrplE orer. orth. QuiGmrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I am reading it out.

ad 8. 8, @d. 9dian

(Qaerrey to. (F. oy GoToui o)

(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

He gets away with a lot of things
~like that.

@nda Oy, O8. evedd

(seor f B eréir. erib. Qubrrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

No, Sir, I am not getting away, I
am giving you the facts.

BB B NS
(&8 rr&eri)
(The Chairman)

If the hon. Member produces a
| bill, please table it.

a8n Oz, OO, cuclb
(eorflG erear. erb. QuGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I will give you the facts.

| @ 8. 8, md. 9ZRRIA®

(Qaerooy 1o, 1F. oyi. Gewrouigar)

(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

No, you must table it. You can
come here and say all sorts of things
and get away.

— b ENd

i?a@agc& axy., ©8. cueds
(sorfl orar. erb. QuUGrsr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)
You can check it.

ad 8. 8, @d. 9ndian
(Qaorrey 1o, (F. 2y @ewralrseT)
(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

How can I check it unless you table
162

Gl DuY. . eweds

(sorHF erar. erb. QuGrrm)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I am prepared to have a Select
Committee to investigate it.

o 8. 8, @d. 9cadiam

(Qaorray 0. 1F. oyi. @Gowarser)

(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)
Unless you table it I cannot check
it.

HnBe sy, OO, cwedd

(zeor G erer. erib. @QLCrrm)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

This is all right. The bills are Nos.
18448 and 18449 dated 16th July 1965.

23008

(o&@rrseri)

(The Chairman)

If the hon. Member is reading from
the document he will have to table
it.

B Y. ©8. eucdsds

(sorfB erer. erib. QuCrrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I am entitled to read from my
notes.

BSHN

(2 5@ rrsear)

(The Chairman)

If it is a document you must
produce it.

@b 8. 8, ¢d. 9HdiA®

(Ozerres 1o, 1§, oyi. @@waui ser)
(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

It is a very serious charge that he

is making. He must table the
document.
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gl Dy, O8. owodd
(sarfl@ erer. orwb. QuGror)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Obviously you do not expect me to
draw out the bill.

BENERBHS

(5@ rreer)

(The Chairman)

You can read from your notes. If
you read from the document you
have to produce it.

@i 057, ©8. cwedd
(seorpls erar. erib. QUGrmr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I know that. I am making a
serious charge, not against the
Minister.

SIS b o)

(&8 rrFeri)

(The Chairman)

You can quote portions from the
document and not produce it. But
if you are reading the document, you
must produce it.

@nde Y. 8. cwedd

(sovr @B erer. erib. QuGrom)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I know that. I am making a
serious charge against the chairman
of the corporation. I am prepared
to admit that the Minister does not
know. My complaint against him is
that he has appointed an irresponsi-
ble man to do that sort of thing.

ad & 8, @8 9mdERm
(Caerres 1o, (S, oyi. @ewroui ser)
(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)
Please table the document.

not just read from anything you bring
here unless you produce it. In fair-
ness to this House you should table
it.

@l 5. 98, cueddh

(serpl& erer. erb. QuGrmr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I am entitled to make my notes
and read from them. I am giving
you the facts.

1965 e @RS 8

Yow
cannot get away like that. You can- "
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38BN
(g;é%@fﬂrmfi 7
(The Chairman) |
Order, please ! I am going to make
my Order on this matter. Please
listen to me. If you are reading from
a document you have to table it. If
you are reading from your notes you
must take responsibility for what you

say.

BB sy, 8. cvedd

(serBfE erer. erib, QUGTTT)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I have already said that I am
reading from my notes.

LN BBB

(&G rreearr)

(The Chairman)

Yes, please go on. If there is an
inquiry you will have to produce the
document.

@B sy, 0. eweld

(sovr & erer. erib. QuGrmr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

The bills are in the Hambantota |
Rest-house. The numbers of the bills
are 18448 and 18449, dated 16th July
1965—“ Purchased 18 bottles of beer,
2 glasses of whisky and cigarettes.”
The total amount of the bill is
Rs. 180. The bill has been paid by
the National Textile Corporation.

ad 8. 8, i, 9mIBAD
(Qazerres 1. 1F. yi. @areurger)
(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)
It is a very serious matter.

s OxY. 98, cuedd
(serf@ erer., orth. Qulrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)
Yes, very serious.

ad 8. 8 md. 9zmdERm
(Qserrey 1. (F. oy, @Gareursar)
(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)-
Then why do you not table it ?
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mDBn Y. 99, cweld

(seor & erer. ertb, QuGrrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

The Minister is asking me to go

to the Hambantota Resthouse and
pull out the bill.

ad B, 8 @i, 95mddAm

(Qaerrer . 1. oyi. @Gewreurser)
(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)
This is not the first time that you

have come out with statements like
that.

@8 Y. DO. emedd

(sorBl& erer. erib. QuBGrrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I have got notes made out of the
bill. If the Minister wants to, he
can check. I have given him the
numbers of the bills. I have given
the contents of the bills. I have

given the amount of money involved
in the bills.

BB
(GG rmaari)
(The Chairman)

Yes, go on. I have already made
my Order.

@h8n O5Y, 8. ewedd
(sor G erer. erib. QuGTrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I have accepted that Order. It is
the Hon. Minister who is not doing
S0.

BB

(a8 rreari)

(The Chairman)

The hon. Member for Yatiyantota
is taking full responsibility for what
he is saying.

@hda Y. 98, cwedd

(@eor §&G erer. erib. QuGrmr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Sure. I am prepared to be charged
in the courts. I will not insist on my
immunity. I am prepared to do so
because I am certain of myi.grounds:

Bewids 9575 DeHACH
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If you take me to courts I will not
plead immunity under the Privileges
of this House. I am prepared to go
to courts. The Public Accounts
Committee should at least go into
this whole question.

All that I am saying is that it is
unfair that a Minister should, with a
due sense of responsibility, appoint
irresponsible people like this as
chairmen ; and he is the person who
once made a charge against me for
having appointed a professor, an ex-
pert on the subject of banking, as
Chairman of the People’s Bank. It
comes ill from the Hon. Minister. No
doubt, my good Friend was also pre-
sent at my birth, for he said that I
was wrapped in cotton wool! I will
not go back to his previous speeches
now. I will say in fairness to the
Hon. Minister that he may not have
bargained for all these things. Both
he and I know the capabilities of
these people. I am the only person
who has ever worked with him for
20 years. No other person has worked
with him for as long as I have done.
Both of us know the abilities of these
individuals. The Hon. Minister has
the right to appoint on his own res-
ponsibility people to certain posi-
tions. But he must do so with a due
sense of responsibility to this House
and to this country. He must appoint
a person who has shown by his aca-
demic qualifications or his private
abilities that he is capable of
running a big undertaking like the
textile corporation. They are going
to put up another factory too. It is
a serious business running a textile
corporation affecting the whole
Island.

&. . 10.30

Hon. Members were very perturbed
yesterday when it was stated that the
hon. Member for Agalawatta had
used an official car for private pur-
poses and had paid a bill of Rs. 750.
What have hon. Members to say
when this chairman’s liquor bill has
to be paid by the National Textile
Corporation ?

We have no pleasure in saying
these things. We do not want the
Hon. Minister to speak against other
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Ministers in a particular way at one
time and forget what they themselves
have said at other times. All of us are
interested in seeing that this National
Textile Corporation works satisfac-
torily. That is why I raised some
general matters under the Head
“Treasury ” in the earlier stage of
the Debate.

Some of those who are appointed
to boards are defeated candidates.
Their appointments are not satisfac-
tory not merely because they are
defeated candidates kut on account of
their credentials. Another gentleman
who is as much a defeated candidate
as any other defeated candidate has
been appointed to the State Planta-
tions Corporation—Mr. Zoysa.

G o0& ;md. BwedBAm
(Qserres Cg. opi. spweur sar)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
He is not there.

@l VY. . ewedd

(serflE erar. erid. QuGTTrT)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

He is a director of the corporation.

¢ el 88BN Ow.

(D@. v Qzrisr e ser)
(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena)
Air Ceylon.

@l Y. 0. sueds
(seorf G orar. erib. QuGrar)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

These are thoroughly irresponsible
people whom we know. This House
is a very good place for testing the
capabilities of people. Whatever party
he belongs to, after a period of two
or three years every man’s ability is
shown. That is the purpose of an
assembly of this type. A man’s ability
and capacity are brought to the sur-
face in this House. That is the basis
on which we can test him for the
future. If you appoint a really decent
man who has a sense of responsi-
bility and is capable and intelli-
gent, nobody will object though he
may be a defeated candid te.

19656 emed @8 8
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Now I want to pass on to the ques-
tion of fisheries. I have taken too
much time already. I read the Hon.
Minister’s speech carefully. I was a
little surprised on reading his speech.
He says that he does not know w.hat
is happening in the fisheries section.
This is what he says:

“Normally, I do not interfere in the
day to day working of a corporation.
Unless I am satisfied that the work 1s not
being done properly or that there 1is
definite sabotage going on, I do not get
the members of the board to the Ministry
office and discuss with them the day to
day affairs of a corporation. I normally
leave such matters to them. But, if any-
thing goes wrong, I get them to the
Ministry office, discuss with them, and
tell them where they have gone wrong,
and what the view of the Ministry is.
If they have blundered with regard to
marketing in the manner that some hon.
Members of the Opposition claim, I can
assure you that the Ministry will go into
it fully and see that the errors are
corrected. I did not know, until I came
here, even the names of the people who
were acting as agents for the sale of fish
at St. John’s market. ”—[OrrrcIaL, REPORT,
23rd August 1965 ; Vol. 61, c. 1128.

The Hon. Minister must know fully
what is happening in his departments.
He cannot plead ignorance. He is res-
ponsible to this House for the work
of every minor official under his
Ministry. He cannot say that he does
not know to whom the fish is being
given. We are interested in knowing
to whom the fish is being sold and
whether the marketing arrangements
are working satisfactorily. Do you
know that the Ocean Foods Company
buys fish from the Japanese trawler
at 50 cents a pound irrespective of
the kind of fish ? They immediately
sell it to the mudalalis for one rupee

a pound without even stepping out

of that place ; the mudalalis sell it to
the retailers at Rs. 2 and 250, and
we have to buy at Rs. 3.50. If the
Hon Minister says he does not know,
then surely the Fisheries Depart-
ment does not come under him. That
Is his job. He must know everything
that is happening in the Fisheries
Department ; he must know who are
the agents, and if there is a ring, he
must break it. That is the first thing
he should have studied. The Hon.
Minister is not a raw hand. He has
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been on this side of the House for a
number of years. He was with me
in the State Council and he ought to
know everything that ought to be
known on this question of fishing —

that the trade is being monopolized
by the mudalalis and so on.

The corporation started buying
fish, the corporation fixed the price
of fish it bought, the corporation
fixed the sale price to the mudalalis,
but did not fix the price at which the

mudalali should sell the fish
to the retailer, So we have
to pay as much as Rs. 5 for

a pound of fish sometimes. The price
of fish is still high in the market, and
the Hon. Minister says he does not
know ! He is supposed to be in charge
of fisheries. He must know what is
happening ; he must know what is
happening in this department. He
cannot say, “I do not know;
if you complain, I will then
inquire ”. . That - 4s a fine
how d’ye-do! The Hon. Miinster
is one of the golden brains of this
Government and he can put in any
Jack, Jill or Tom, or even appoint
Davith Singho as he has done.

He also says at column 1129 of
Hansarp of the same date:

“The middleman who now gets the
major portion of the profit must be either
gatisfied with much less than what he is
getting now, or, if the consumer insists
or if the producer insists that a fairer
deal is necessary, we may have to elimi-
nate the fish ‘mudalalis’. ... ”.—[OFFICIAL

ReporT, 23rd August 1965; Vol. 61, c.
1129.]

Surely the Hon. Minister must
know !that if he wants to give the
consumer cheap fish the first thing
to do is to eliminate the wmudalals.
Otherwise, he will never succeed.

I will give an example. For a
number of days the corporation was
not able to buy any fish. The
mudalalis had bought the fish in
advance. I think the Hon. Minister
—correct me if I am wrong—and the
head of the corporation appealed to
the Government to eliminate the
mudalalis, people like Davith Singho
Mudalali. But the Government said,
“We cannot interfereiginwithy nthe

Bewldn 08 BDCw
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mudalalis ?. It is the Minister’s job
to look after fisheries. But the Hon.
Minister will never be able to give
us cheap fish unless he eliminates
these mudalalis. He must put the
producer and the consumer directly
in touch, getting for the corporation
about two or three per cent. for its
trouble, for administrative charges.

I will give a recent instance. The
corporation sold fish packed in large
boxes. The people were told it was
cheap fish and the fish was sold for
fifty or eighty-five cents a pound.
This was bought by Mr, Algama and
was taken straightway to St. John's
Market. The box was opened and
there was seer fish. That is what is
happening. The moment you have
these mudalalis, they get round the
officers concerned and big money is
involved. Davith Singho Mudalali
has got so much money that he has
produced a film, the “ Hathara Maha
Nidhanaya”. He got a “hatara
maha nidhanaya ” mostly as a result
of the fish. You see, unless you get
rid of this “ hathara maha nidha-
naya ”, you cannot give the poor
people cheaper fish. That is what I
am saying. Surely the Hon. Minis-
ter must make a better approach to
this whole question of providing
cheap fish.

I do not want to take more of
your time, but I must say that we
hope the Hon. Minister will be in a
position to give us a better account,
particularly in regard to the
Fisheries Corporation. The Minister
would do well to visit the wvarious
markets in Colombo. There are all
kinds of complaints when people go
to buy fish, from ordinary people,
from middle-class people, because it
is so difficult to get fish except at
exorbitant prices. Although the
local catch is, on their own admis-
sion, getting bigger and bigger the
consumer is not getting any flsh at
a cheaper price. That is the impor-
tant point and that is really the crux
of the problem as far as we are
concerned. I agree that the Hon
Minister must increase the catch.
The hon. Member for Devinuwara
(Mr. P. H. W. de Silva) dealt with
thatiaquestion and I do not want to
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go into that question again. What
is important is that the consumer is
not getting fish at the cheapest
possible price. Every attempt should
be made to provide the people with
fish at cheap prices because beef and
mutton are not available as an
alternative. I think they started
what is called a meat board and that
too has failed ; it is no more. The
poor people should have fish to fall
back upon, and if the Fisheries
Department cannot provide fish at
cheap prices, the very existence of it
is not justified.

38N BB
(2y&&rirseari)
(The Chairman)

I wish to bring to the notice of
the House that we have to finish
discussing the Votes of this Ministry
at 4 p.m., and that we are left with
only 260 minutes. We have to give
one to one and a half hours to the
Minister to reply. I am sorry that
in these circumstances I have to
curtail the speeches of hon. Mem-
bers to ten minutes each. I hope
the hon. Members will understand
the situation and will accept that.

¢ otulBen BSDERm @,
(8. 4 Qerder 8peiser)
(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena)

How long will the
. require ?

Minister

30N BRBRNS
(g&@rreeri)
(The Chairman)
One hour.

o& 8. 8 @d 922¥a»
(Qaorrau o, S, gy, @ e ger )
(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)
Hardly sufficient.

@l sy, 90, cuedd

(e@rflG) erer. erwd. QuBrrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

We will go on without the tea
interval and the Hon. Minister can
start his reply by about 2.30 p.uv.

1965 @5 8
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wBENWB DN
(g)&&rreert)
(The Chairman)

Yes. I will give ten minutes to
each hon, Member and I hope hon.
Members will keep that in mind. I
am so very reluctant to curtail the
speeches of hon. Members, but I am
compelled to do so.

The hon. Member for Vavuniya
will now speak. Please remember
that only ten minutes will be given.

S. LoHMHRBER ®w, (29Bcd)
(8. A. Gau& gibirib—aeyafluir)
(Mr. T. Sivasithamparam—Vavuniya)

If industries, fisheries and agricul-
ture in this country are properly
managed, they can help solve three
important problems facing this
country. They will be able to assist
this country to tide over the
financial crisis and provide the
increasing population of this coun-
try and the thousands of unemployed
with jobs. The Ministries dealing
with these three subjects had always
been handled by able and eminent
Ministers and one of them is the
leader of my party, Mr. G. G.
Ponnambalam. During the time of
the S. L. F, P. regime, Mr. Maithri-
pala Senanayeke, the uncrowned
king of the Raja Rata, was in charge
of the Ministry of Industries. The
present Minister who is in charge of
this Ministry is himself an able and
eminent Minister, a trade unionist,
and one who knows the subject. In
the same way, the chief executives
and the other officers of this Minis-
try are also very capable and
eminent gentlemen, who are doing
their work with a real sense of
enthusiasm, with the main idea of
increasing the food and fish produc-
tion of this country.

I do not wish to take much time
of the House, but I would like to say
a few words about industries. We
on this side of the House will have
to admit that industries in this
country thrived during the regime
of the S.L.F.P. Government.
Although we criticize those on that
side of the House we must not for-
get  the fact that industries in this
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country got a fillip during the

S. L. F. P, regime. It could also be
said of the Coalition Government.

In dealing with this question, I
think it is necessary for us to divide
the industries into sectors, namely,
those carried on by the private
sector and those carried on by the
public sector. Today there are a
number of industries that are being
carried on with the assistance and
encouragement given by the Govern-
ment. Yet, there are a number of
industries which are suffering.
Production in those factories can be
stepped up but yet they are suffer-
ing for lack of raw material and
lack of machinery. Encouraging
the private sector to start industries
is one of the progressive measures
which the S. L. F. P. Government—
our Coalition Government—took.

8. en. 10.45

When we speak of the economy of
a country, we mean nothing else but
labour because it is labour that
builds up the economy of a country.
So, let us not waste our time criti-
cizing and blaming the Opposition
or the previous Government and
praising our Government. Let us
all concentrate only on one thing in
the national interest, namely, the
three approaches which I enumerated
earlier, in order to build up the
economy of our country. Let us
forget all party politics in the
national interest. It may be that
these industries are sited in the
north or the east or the south, but
let us see that they, wherever they

are sited, are given all encourage-
ment to thrive.

For instance, let us take the
K. K. S. Cement Factory. At the
time the cement factory was mooted
at K. K. S. there was a great deal of
opposition to it by the Opposition
parties- at that time on the ground
that the then Minister of Industries
was trying to site all the industries
in the north. Whatever that be,
today the K.K.S. Cement Factory has
proved to be a success. What is yet
lacking there is development.
Various foreign experts’have  coime
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and made reports in regard to the
factory and many others have made
comments. In spite of all that the
factory has been neglected for too
long. May I appeal to the Hon.
Minister of Industries to see that
production is stepped up in the
K. K. S. Cement Factory.

The comments I made in regard to
the K.K.S. Cement Factory can he
repeated in regard to the caustic soda
factory at Paranthan. So many by-
products can be had from the caustic
soda factory at Paranthan, but no
attempt in that direction has been
made.

I will give another indstance. In
1960 five tile factories were approved
and I was really fortunate to have
been allocated one factory to be
sited in my area, Vavuniya. Of these
five factories, four have been opened -
and are in production, but it is a sad
story I have to relate in regard to the
other factory which was allocated to
my area and which was to be sited in
Mullam Murippu. Although five
years have elapsed the requisite
machinery has not been completely
installed. In fact the building even
has not been completed. Every now
and then when I bring this matter to
the notice of the Industries Depart-
ment and ask them why there is
such a delay in completing this fac-
tory, they say that the factory will
be opened soon, but it goes on like
that.

In the interest of industries, in the
interest of production, in the interest
of the economy of our country and in
the interest of providing more
employment to the unemployed, let
me urge the Hon. Minister to see that
the private sector is given sufficient
exchange to import machinery and
raw material. ‘That is all I intgnd to
say on this occasion about our indus-
tries.

In regard to the Fisheries Depart-
ment, we are really glad, as I said
earlier, that the chief executive of
the Fisheries Department is the per-
son who was the chief organizer of
the Petroleum Corporation. However
et e say this. Let me urge from
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the Floor of this House that we must
not compare the Fisheries Corpora-
tion with the Petroleum Corpora-
tion. The Fisheries Corporation is
one which must be carefully orga-
nized and carefully handled specially
because there is a threat from the
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private sector—from the private
mudalalis—to sabotage the entire
scheme,

It should not be the aim of the
Fisheries Corporation only to
preserve the fish and market the fish.
The Fisheries Corporation should also,
as was urged by the iwon. Member for
Devinuwara and the hon. Member for
_ Point Pedro, concentrate on the
increase of fish production.

If we take our minds back to the
last eight or nine years, that was a
time when we were using primitive
methods for fishing. That was the
time of the madel, catamarans and
theppans. However, since the intro-
duction of mechanized boats, the 3%
ton mechanized boats, we have been
‘able to step up fish production by 100
per cent. I say that for this reason.
By giving mechanized boats and fish-
ing gear to fishermen on loan and not
gratis, we have stepped up fish pro-
duction by one hundred per cent
within the last eight years. I also
admit this: because of the introduc-
tion of mechanized buats, we have
disturbed the coastal belt up to about
five or six miles of sea, so that
we have no other alternative but to
go beyond that distancz for more and
better fishing.

Trawler fishing has not proved a
surcess in our country so far. Before
we introduce more trawlers and the
I1-ton boat, we should first give them
3——ak5 8643 (65/9)
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a trial to see whether they could
prove a success. During the last
eight or nine years we know 1t as a
matter of fact that the 33-ton mecha-
nized boat has proved a success.

Qur fishermen do not want these
33-ton mechanized bonats and fishing
gear free; they want them on loan.
If you supply these boa*s and fishing
gear to our fishermen, I am proud to
accept a challenge that they will
increase fish production. particularly
in the Mulaitivu coastal areas.

The hon. Member for Point Pedro
(Mr. Thurairatham) mentioned the
damage caused by the recent cyclone.
He said that 92 fishing boats got lost
and 120 were severely damaged. The
Government received fishing gear
and other fishing apparatus as gifts
from certain foreign countries, but it

is very disheartening to see that up
to date those fishing gear have
not been distributed among the fisher-
men who sustained heavy losses
during the recent cyclone.

I could refer to cther problems
which do not involve any money to
the Government. Fishermen from
Negombo and other coastal areas go
up north for fishing during their oif-
season, but fishermen from Mulaitivu
are not allowed to come to their
areas. This is a matter that should be
looked into.

Fishermen should ke encouraged
as far as possible to increase
fish production in this country. We
are aware that the Hon, Minister is
quite capable. Let us ignore the
criticism that heads of corporations
are appointing people from this or
that electorate to the various cor-
porations. Our aim should be to deve-
lop industries. We should give our
whole-hearted support to the develop-
ment of industries in this country,
whether the men employed are from
this electorate or that
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(Dr. A.
ber)

We find that a sum of about
Rs. 112 million has been set
apart for various industries like the
textile corporation, the cement
corporation and others. I do not
propose to speak about all these cor-
porations, but there are some facts
in regard to the Eastern Paper Mills
Corporation that I would like to
place for the consideration of the
Hon. Minister of Industries.

Sy @ (sof

Ratnapala—Appointed Mem-

You will remember that some time
ago I asked several questions in this
House regarding the Paper Mills
Corporation. The Answers given
were not quite satisfactory.

In the Estimates for 1965-66 a sum
of Rs. 5,783,000 has been set apart for
the work of the Paper Mills Corpora-
tion. This is one of the finest indus-
tries that we have got. The original
intention was to supply all the paper
that was necessary for our use,
namely, printing paper for textbooks,
gazettes, telephone directories and
government publications; writing
paper for exercise books, letter pads,
et cetera ; typewriting paper for all
office work ; duplicating paper for
use on duplicating machines; and
Kraft paper for paper bags for pack-
ing cement, poultry foods, et cetera.

The intention was to supply the
great demand for paper in this
country, but unfortunately tne
corporation has not fulfilled what
was expected of it.

At this stage I must say that this
industry was started by the UNP.
Government. It was set up in 1952
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by the UN.P. Government and the
Minister of Industries at the time
was Mr. G. G. Ponnambalam, the
present Member for Jafina.

{5@1505 oY, ©0. cxucdbH

(serf@ erew. erw. Qulrrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

He is the man who created the
mess.

coDemande . SuY NG
(waigBu sorfls a. réerure)
(Dr. A. Ratnapala)

At the Industrial Exhibition which
came to an end some time early this
year, the work of the Eastern Paper
Mills Corporation was shown and a
leaflet was distributed among the
visitors, but there was nothing men-
tioned in the leaflet as to who started
this industry. That is indeed a very
sad state of affairs. Even the pre-
vious Government does not claim
that it started the Paper Mills Cor-
poration. In spite of that, there was
no reference in that leaflet distribut-
ed at the Industrial Exhibition to the
fact that the Paper Mills Corporation
was started by a previous U.N.P.
Government in 1952.

For the purpose of manufacturing
the paper I mentioned, construction
of the factory was handed over to
a German firm. The idea was that
they should provide a fully equipped
factory for the production of all the
paper necessary in this country. For
this purpose the raw material neces-
sary in this country was to be used,
except for 30 per cent. of the fibre
pulp which was to be imported. The
other 70 per cent. was to be obtained
from paddy straw and iluk grass.

Now, Sir, paddy straw is available
everywhere. I do not know whether
there should be any difficulty in ob-
taining the necessary paddy straw.
If a simple notification is published
that so much would be paid for a
ton of paddy straw brought to the
factory, I think, there would be
enouch paddy straw for the purpose
of paper production.

1965 e &35 8
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In the case of iluk grass, we find
that in 1959-60 there has been a loss.
I cannot understand why we should
farm iluk grass which is available
in plenty. The corporation need
only ask that they be supplied with
iluk grass and it would be brought
to its very door. Therefore, you will
see that all the raw material neces-
sary for the production of paper can
be obtained in this country; it is
available here.

Chlorine is also necessary for the
production of paper and that is pro-
vided by the Paranthan Chemicals
Corporation. The miil also uses
Boralesgamuwa china clay. The
current necessary is supplied by the
Gal-Oya Development Board. So
you can find all the raw mate-
rial necessary in this country except
for that small quantity of imported
fibre pulp.

Production started in Oectober
1956, but the output was poor, and
by 1958 it was able to produce only
3,024 tons. Of course, there have been
several reasons for this. There were
the civil disturbances, the drougnt,
and so on. But I should say it was
mainly due to inefficiency.

In 1959 the board appointed a
Canadian firm of consultants, Messrs.
Samuel International, and they were
asked to study this question and
make a report as to what should be
done to improve matters. They sug-
gested certain improvements and =
re-organization of the entire admi-
nistration. After that production
seems to have improved a little. Vet
the yearly target of 9,000 tons could
not be achieved. Production for the
years 1961, 1962 and 1963 was 9,500,
4,691 and 5,143 tons respectively. '

&, &, 11.30

With regard to writing paper, only
about one-third of the country’s
needs are supplied by the corpora-
tion. Instead of using 70 per cent.
local raw material and 30 per cent,
imported raw material, as originally
planned, the corporation is now using
70 per cent. imported raw material
and onlv 30 per cent local raw
material !
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An exercise book making machine
was imported and installed in 1962.
This cost Rs. 500,000, and is capable
of producing 6,000 finished exercise
books per hour. The actual produc-
tion is 3,500 unfinished exercise books.
The reason given for this is not at
a1l satisfactory, the reason being that
the machine is not worked to full
capacity because there are 13 other
exercise book manufacturers who
would be adversely affected if that
were done. I do not accept that as
the reason; I would say that it is
due to inefficiency. Apart from that,
this machine had gone out of order,
and they were unable to repair it for
some time. That, I believe, is one
of the reasons for the shortfall in

production.

The corporation manufactures only
a small quantity of exercise books
needed by the country; the rest is
manufactured by private manufac-
turers to whom the corporation sup-
plies the neecssary paper. The cor-
poration sells its exercise books at
the rate of Rs. 16.55 per gross, where-
as the private manufacturers, who get
their paper from the corporation, sell
their exercise books at Rs. 16.50 a
gross, that is five cents less. I do
not know why this should be so.
Earlier the corporation was expected
to produce all the exercise books re-
quired by the country, and any ex-
cess was to be exported to other
countries like Burma. Along with
private manufacturers, the corpora-
tion should work at least two shifts,
and then they would be able to supply
the country all its requirements of
exercise books and also be able to
enter the export market.

As regards the various conultants
whose services have been obtained,
I feel there has been a good deal of
unnecessary expenditure incurred on
this account. Millions of rupees have
been spent during the last so many
years which I think was quite un-
necessary. 1 shall give you some
examples : they are, children’s edu-
cation expenses of the consultants in
Ceylon, overseas correspondence

Rewidn @575 VeRVCw
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courses, travelling expenses includ-
ing special trips, first-class air pas-
sage to and from their countries, all
expenses of their dependants, and
free furinshed house with servants,
and so on.

There is one Miss Baine, a graduate
teacher in Canada, one of the depen-
dants of an expert, who has been
given a first-class round-the-world
air ticket for her holidaying during
the vacation, when our people are
denied the facility of going on a pil-
grimage to India! These matters
should be investigated, and if the in-
formation I have given is correct I
think it is high time that the admin-
istration took action.

Apart from the bungalow at
Valaichchenai, with servants, air-
conditioning and so on provided,
there is another bungalow in
Colombo for which a rental of Rs. 450
a month is paid, with a caretaker
and all other amenities provided. But
in spite of the fact that there is a bun-
galow in Colombo, they stay at the
Galle Face Hotel, the bill for which
for five days from 4.1.1964 to 8.1.1964
amounted to Rs. 1,103.70. Room and
meals cost Rs. 940.90, taxi fare cost
Rs. 81.50, tips amounted to Rs. 39.00
and laundry Rs. 42.30. Apart from
all these fees, their income tax is
paid, I understand, and also the
wages of their servants.

Then there is another scandalous
matter. In Colombo they have
rented a portion of Millers’ build
ing at Rs. 13,250 a month. Partition-
ing this establishment had cost them
Rs. 40,800, and besides that rates are
paid at Rs. 5,887.50 per quarter, and
electricity Rs. 1,319 approximately
per month. The total monthly re-
current expenditure is Rs. 16,600. The
Hon. Minister must find out whether
such expenditure is justifiable.
Formerly, when they occupied the
premises opposite the Museum they
paid only Rs. 1,300 for everything.

Then, Sir, the other matter is about
the newsprint mill at Pattipola. The
earlier suggestion was to have a
newsprint mill at Pattipola to provide
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all the newsprint necessary. A team
of German experts had come and re-
commended that the newsprint mill
should be established not at Patti-
pola but somewhere else using rubber
wood as a base. However, this recom-
mendation has not been accepted as
a suitable one. I do not know the
reasons for this, but the other Cana-
dian expert who was asked to report
on the same matter had suggested
the use of eucalyptus as a base. I
believe this recommendation too has
not been accepted.

One last matter I want to refer to
relates to one Mr. Singham, a
very qualified officer, who is now
doing nothing but opening letters and
so on. He should be given some res-
ponsible work. I understand he has
asked for some responsible work. I
ki:lave it to the Hon. Minister to verify
this.

This  corporation has  beea
losing several millions of rupees each
year. The Ilosses have been as
follows : 1958-59, Rs. 1,366,833 ; 1959-
60, Rs. 1,883,630 ; 1960-61, Rs. 1,319,577.
We should be ashamed of these losses.
I think this is due to there being no
proper investigation. I do not think
there is an internal audit there.
There is no control of income and
expenditure.

@Nnde 05y, OO, cwedsé
(sorflg erer. erib. QuBrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

What about the losses after that ?

Gedema 8w . Sy
(werg 51 serflE rgarime)
(Dr. Ratnapala)

No attempt has been made to pre-
pare a complete inventory. Stocks
have not been verified. Provident
fund accounts have not been ren-
dered for audit. The Minister’s direc-
tive that the provident fund money
be invested has not been ecarried out.

There are several irregularities like
that,

1966 e om@E 8
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If the Eastern Paper Mills Corpora-
tion does the work it is expected to
do, it could provide all the necessary
paper for the country ; so, it is well
worth maintaining and improving
the work of this corporation. As such
I kindly request the Hon. Minister
to go into this matter and verify the
facts I have mentioned. If they are
wrong he can ignore them, but if they
are correct I hope he will try to do
something to improve the working of
this corporation.

oW VY ¢ B » e,
(8. Conwsspflr SfCsar)
(Mr. Hemachandra Sirisena)
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(Mr. M. Abdul Bakeer Markar—Beru-
wala)

Mr. Chairman, I hail from a
fishing area myself and I have a few
comments to make on this occasion.

First of all I must say, although
some of my Friends on this side may
not agree with me, that I am grate-
ful to my predecessor, the former
Member for Beruwala, for the initia-
tive he had taken and his efforts to
have a fisheries harbour set up in
Beruwala. I am grateful not only to
my predecessor but also to the
former Government for that reason.

Work on this fisheries harbour is
in progress, but I am afraid that the
snail’s pace at which it is going on
will not enable us to see the com-
pletion of the scheme before long.
I hope that the department will set
the machinery moving in order that
the harbour may start to function
without delay.

s @8 8
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There is also the faet that the
personnel in charge of this scheme
are not of the desirable type. The
men Wwho are stationed there are
concerned more about politics than
about their work. I should like to

draw the attention of the Hon.
Minister to this aspect.
I have a request to make. I ask

the Hon. Minister to see that this
harhour is developed and made a
grade two harbour so that in addi-
tion to the development of the
fishing industry the development of
connected industries may also take
place in that area.

Having disposed of that matter, I
think it is now my duty to make some
comments about the lot of the |
fisherfolk. Hon. Members have |
spoken much about the distribution
of mechanized boats. I know that |
in the distribution of these mecha-
nized boats everything has not been
above board. There were lotteries ;
and names were drawn but—I do :j
not know whether it was as a result :
of accidents or deliberate scheming |
or by the use of other methods— |
some of the people who obtained
boats during the time of the former
Government were people who were |
really moving with the Member for |
that area. I know of a case where
three brothers got boats ; two others,
who were their brothers-in-law, also
got boats. On the other hand, the
real fishermen, the men who had
carried on this trade for generations,
were overlooked. Some of them are
in the ranks of the unemployed,

having no means to puarsue their
vocation.

¢ e, 12.15

In those areas the oruwa was the
vehicle used for fishing, but after
the introduction of the mechanized
boat the oruwa was given up, and
people now depend on the mecha-
nized boat, I must bring to the
notice of the Hon. Minister the fact
that, unfortunately, a new class of
mudalalis is being created. The man
who owns a fishing boat employs
others,  appropriates half = ihe |
profit to himself, and uses the
balance half to meet the expenses
and to pay his employees on the
boatilaiA situation where one man
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enriches himself after having
obtained a boat from Government
and waere those who work under
him are allowed to starve or earn a
meagre living, is unreasonablq and
unjust. It will be a good thing if
some arrangement can be made. For
instance, co-operative societies can
be organized and the boats given to
those societies, and the profits
earnel can be distributed among
these people after paying off the
instalments, after making good the
depreciation, and after attending to
the other reguirements. That is
one way by which the scheme can
be profitably worked.

In fact, I know that in my own
area taere are boats issued to certain
fishermen but moneys ranging
between Rs. 7,000 and Rs. 15,000 are
due from those people who have
been allotted those fishing boats. I
do not know whether that was due
to the inefficiency of the officers
concernad or for any other reason,
but that is exactly the state of
affairs.

Therefore some method must be
devised by which the boats could
be allotted for use by the fishermen
and the profits could be shared by
those people who do the fishing,
instead of being taken by the
owner of the boat who, once he is
given the boat, sticks at home,
employs other people and gives them
only an infinitesimal share of the
profits. That has to be looked into.

Then there is another matter to
which T would draw the attention of
the Hon. Minister, Now we are
anxious to get the unemployed
educated youth into some sort of
occunation or give them a leg up by
which they can start a trade of their
own. We are quite happy that the
National Government in matters
like the distribution of land and the
cultivation of food are encouraging
!;hem, giving them assistance, train-
ing and all their other requirements.
Something similar must be orga-
nized so that unemployed youths

micht take to the fishing industry as
well.

I know in my area people take to
fishing. It goes from fathernio cson

HewdBm 9578 LeFBCw
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by inheritance. Therefore, if we
can only get some of the S.S. C.

qualified youths and give them the
necessary training in the handling
of mechanized boats and also in deep
sea fishing, provide them the equip-
ment, boats and so on and help them
to get themselves organizel into
societies, as we are doing in the case
of young farmers’ clubs, we could
get very good results. I commend
this suggestion to the Hon. Minister.

Then again you know that in my
area members of the Muslim and
Sinhalese communities take to
fishing. They are living amidst filth
and squalor. They have no proper
housing facilities. They are just
along the seashore and uniergoing
all sorts of sufferings. I think it is
the duty of the Government and the
Hon. Minister to see that some
housing scheme is provided for them
so that they could lead a respect-
able life. They are people who get
to the sea early in the morning and
come back in the night, ani if they
cannot find a comfortable bed to
sleep in, their lot would be a very
unhappy one.

I commend these matters to the
Hon. Minister and I hope the depart-
ment will take whatever action is
possible in order to see that the
fishermen’s lot is improved.

Bcsemnd co.

(8. sustary.)

(Mr. Jayakody)
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(The Chairman)

Order please ! The hon. Appointed
Member, Sir Razik Fareed, will now
take the chair.
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Whereupon MR. SPEAKER left the bhair,
and Sir Razig Fareen, O.B.E., [ APPOINTED
MemMBER] took the Chair.
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(Mr. A. C. S. Hameed—Second Aku-
rana)

The future of this country will to
a great extent depend on the indus-
trial policy of the Hon. Minister, and
whatever the critics may say I am
sure that the Hon. Minister will
deliver, the goods.
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As students of history, we have
read about William the Silent.
I think we can call our Min-
ister of Industries and Fisheries,
Mr. Philip Gunawardena, “ Philip the
Silent ”, because he believes in doing
a job of work without talking much.
The country itself will definitely in
time to come owe much to him
because he means business.

Sir, much has been said about fish-
ing, and I want to limit my observa-
tions only to fishing in the inland
waters. There is hardly any country
in the world except Ceylon that can
boast of so many beautiful streams
and rivers. If a scientific approach is
made to the inland fishing industry
and we develop it, I think within
about a year we could have all the
fish we want. Up to date no
serious attempt has been made to
improve the fishing in inland waters.
The only thing the last Government
did was to introduce a fish called
gourami into the inland waters. And
what did the fellow do ? This gou-
rami fish ate up all the fish, the indi-
genous fish, in our inland waters.
That is what this fellow did, and it is
typical and characteristic of the
S. L. F. P. 1 feel fishing in our
inland waters must be developed and
for that purpose a scientific approach
must be made. If this is done within
a short period of time, this country
could have all the fish it wants.

The other matter I should like to
refer to is the salvinia menace in this
country. Millions of rupees are spent
by this country in fighting this
menace, but no attempt has been
made to fight the menace by intro-
ducing the minati fish which is the
natural enemy of salvinia. When we
were in the Opposition, I suggested
that this minati fish be introduced
into our waters. The minati fish eats
up salvinia; the fish could also be
served as a good dish for the table.
Therefore, I appeal to the Hon. Min-
ister to kindly look into this matter
and take steps to introduce this fish
into our waters. I hear that when

Bewldm O5TL5) e VC®w
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this proposal went up to the Trea-
sury, one Treasury official had asked,
“ Once salvinia is over how will you
feed the minati fish ?”

With regard to the sugar cane in-
dustry, I should like to make a sugges-
tion to the Hon. Minister. In coun-
tries like Jamaica they make artificial -
meat with sugar molasses. Now,
Ceylon is a Buddhist country

o¢. B. ¢ BC & ®an.
(Bi®. erav. & 19 Feveur )
(Mr. L. C. de Silva)
You are making gin.

»HOD .

(2@ apibs)

(Mr. Hameed)

That is what we are doing now.
Ceylon is a Buddhist country, and, as
you know, there is an aversion to the
killing of animals. I would ask the
Hon. Minister to look into this ques-
tion of making artificial meat out of
sugar molasses, as is being done in
places like Jamaica. They add flavour
and give it to you in the form of any
meat.

However much we may talk about
fishing, the first thing we have to do
is to establish a series of cold storage
rooms. What happens now is, when
the catch is good the price is low,
when the catch is poor the price
shoots up. If you want to stop this
fluctuation, if you want to give a fair
price to the fisherman and the con-
sumer, the only solution would be to
have more cold storage rooms.

g. on. 1.30

The next point is about the Geo-
logical Department. This department
comes under the Hon. Minister and it
must be given a full kick up. How-
ever much we may talk of industries,
however much we may talk about
planned development, until you con-
duct a complete survey of your
mineral resources you cannot put
this ‘country on a proper footing. Its
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potentials must be discovered and,
for that purpose, surveys must be
conducted. As a matter of fact, if
you want to develop this country on
a planned scale, you must first con-
duct a complete survey of our
mineral resources.

Next, I should like to say some-
thing about the film industry which
is an important industry in this
country. Today, anybody in this
counfry can be a producer of films.
There are about 100 film pro-
ducers in this country, the highest, I
believe, in the world. Just now there
are about 60 films in production. The
Hon. Minister must take steps to see
that there is some sort of control. We
have only four circuits and out of
those four circuits only two are well
organized. It is wuseless producing
films if there is no way of exhibiting
them. Now, this unplanned, whole-
sale manner of production of films
will ultimately result in the film pro-
ducer being placed at the mercy of
the exhibitor. As I said, out of the
four circuits only two are well or-
ganized circuits. The Hon. Minister
will have to see that there is some
sort of check. Sir, the last Govern-
ment decided to invite applications
for raw films and about 125 people
had applied. That means there are
going to be 125 film producers in this
country. I do not think even if you
put all the producers in the East to-
gether you will get this number. This
has to be done on a planned scale.

Today we have in Ceylon only
two good studios. The prodn-
cers have to queue up and pay
a very high rate. If the Hon. Min-
ister will use his good influence he
can get the Government Film Unit to
function as a studio. The Govern-
ment Film Unit has all the necessary
resources, the cameras, and the
laboratory. All that they need is the
floor space, one or two halls. T think
the Government Film Unit can,
within a couple of months, be trans-
formed into a studio. This will

1965 eefmE@aE 8
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bring the Government large sums as
revenue besides helping the film
producers too.

We have a large number of Indian
films coming into this country,
about sixty a year. If ycu
calculate at Rs. 3 lakhs a film, think
of the exchange that is going out of
this country. The Hon. Minister can
give serious thought to it and see,
since large sums of money are going
out by way of exchange when films
come into this country from India,
that the Indian Government pays for

the finished products of our
industries. Why should that capital
go out? Why should so many

millions of rupees go out ? Roughly,
60 films come into this country from
India alone.

There is wonderful potential in this
country to build up the film industry.
In places like Hollywood they have
come to the conclusion that Ceylon
is one of the best countries to pro-
duce films. That film, “ Bridge over
the River Kwai”, which was pro-
duced in Ceylon has won all the

awards. I hope the Hon. Minister
will  therefore address himseif
to the question of seeing
that foreign capital is encour-

aged to come in by permitting people
who are interested in the film indus-
try to come here and set up a
modern studio to produce films. It
could bring large sums of money into
this country.

Today our film stars absolutely
have no future. They are not paid
well. Actually there is a dearth
of film stars in this country. The film
industry is not attracting the neces-
sary talent which is available in this
country. That is because the film in-
dustry has not organized itself. Film
stars rise and fall just like shooting
stars because the industry is not or-
ganized. So I should like to place
this suggestion before the Hon,
Minister of exploring possibilities of
attracting foreign film producers so
that they may come here and set up
a modern studio. It will be one way
of earning plenty of exchange and
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making this country rich. This
country has the necessary scenery
and the climatic conditions.

The next point is about the tea
chest industry. This is a big prob-
lem. When we were in the Opposi-
tion we repeatedly asked the Govern-
ment to go into this question. It is
an industry by itself in the Kandyan
districts, but importers do not buy
these chests. They maintain that
they are not up to the standard, up
to the mark, and so on. But it is a
fairly large industry and if the Hon.
Minister could compel people when
purchasing tea chests to buy at least
a quota of these chests, it is going 1o
help us to a great extent. This is a
very serious problem and I do hope
that the Hon. Minister will address
himself to this question.

O@. B. & BCD .

{'Q@ eToY. &. 9 Seveur)
(Mr. L. C. de Silva)
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(8. Qaericer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

I do not intend to take much
time. I am afraid I am somewhat
at a disadvantage in this Debate
because, up to now, we have not had
any clear or comprehensive state-
ment of the present Government’s
policies in relation to either
industries or fisheries.
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During the Second Reading
Deoate iy Hon. Friend the Minister
of industries and Fisheries made a
speech 1n regard to industrial policy.
ke spent most of that section of his
speecia pointing out what he con-
sidered to be tue errors and mistaxes
made by the previous Government,
but in the course of the speech he
did not tell us very much about
tne 1industrial policy for which he
stands.

We found ourselves in the same
unfortunate predicament when it
came to fisheries. My hon. Friend
toid us that the Fisheries Plan was
a very interesting plan but that it
was not his baby. W= do not know
what the pol.cy of the Government
is on tnese matters. Up to now no
authoritative speech has been made
by the Government on these
important questions.

We would welcome some authori-
tative statement by either the Hon.
Minister or the Jun:ior Minister on
governmental policy regarding,
firstly, the development of industry
in the public sector and, secondly,
the development of industry in the
pr.vate sector, including what steps
this Government considers necessary
to rationalize private sector indus-
trial development.

One of the main criticisms made
from the other side regarding private
sector industrial development by the
previous Governments was that it
was irrational, that there was over-
lapping, waste, not careful enough
planning of the use of resources and
so on and so forth. It is all very well
to say that. But what steps do you
have in mind to rectify that position?
Undoubtedly, there were mistakes
made by the previous Government,
but we would like to hear some more
authoritative statement.

I want to ask one particular ques-
tion on which I would welcome clari-
fication. What plans, if any, does the
present Ministry have to utilize
unexpended lines of credit or loans
given by foreign Governments for
industrial development in the public
sector? During the nine years of the

1965 e @8 8
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two S.L.F.P. Governments and the
Coalition Government, I tning some-
thing over Rs. 600 m.llion was grant-
ed by socialist countries alone in
loans and lines of cred. A greater
part of what had been used out of
tnese lines of credit had been used
by departments under the present
Ministry. A number of industrial
projects were started in the public
sector. I speak from memory—I do
not have the figures--but I think, of
the Rs. 600 million, more than Rs. 200
million has not been used. I know,
for instance, even in the case of
loans like the U.S.S.R. line of credit
which was negotiated, I believe, in
1958, there was a credit of Rs. 142
million. All that credit has not been
used yet. It is the same position, I
think, in regard to certain loans from
China, Czechoslovakia, Poland,
Yugoslavia and so on. Have my hon.
Friends any specific and concrete
proposals in regard to utilizing what
is unspent out of those loans up to
now? If so, we would be very glad
to know what they are.

g & 2

Another problem has arisen. Out
of these loans and lines of credit, I
think there is over Rs. 200 million
granted in respect of which agree-
ment has been signed by the Coali-
tion Government and the G.D.R. We
have been told that the Government
intends to make use of this line of
credit. I would like to ask the Hon.
Minister whether there are any
specific proposals with regard to this
matter. A good part of this line of
credit will probably have to be
devoted to industries.

I would like to ask the Hon.
Minister this question. Are you by
any chance thinking that you will
be able to use these loans from
Socialist countries to stimulate
private sector industrial develop-
ment? This seems to be the new
theory developing in certain parts of
the Government. T do not know
whether it has reached the Ministry
of Industries; but I do not think you
will be able to do that.
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You have signed certain definite
agreements with these countries and
it is only in terms of those agree-
ments that you will be able to carry
on. Just as much as you signed
certain agreements with western
countries in which it is a condition
that the aid should not be used for
pubiic sector development these
agreements with Socialist countries
stipulate that the aid should not be
used for private sector development.
I think if my Hon. Friend hopes that
new lines of credit which the
Government can get from Socialist
countries can be diverted to the
private sector he is liable to be
mistaken.

Be that as it may, we should like
some specific assurance that some
action is being taken. We have been
told in a general way that certain
things are happening. We have been
told that the Government intends
later on to utilize these loans. If
there are any proposals please tell us
what they are.

We would welcome some definitive
statement with regard to what
the position is with regard
fisheries. Of all the fronts of our
economy this is the Cinderella
front. During the lust nine years
there has been quite a creditable
increase in the catch of fish. I forget
the exact amount but I think we now
have a catch of half a million tons
or more. It is quite a fantastic figure
compared to what it was nine years
ago.

What has actually happened ? The
Government has invested practically
nothino. All that has happened is
the mechanization of fishing boats. T
think less than Rs. 20 million was
spent for that. Even this is not a
Government investment because this
sum is being repaid by fishermen
with interest. With such a small
stimulation there has been this very
large increase in the catch. There-
fore, whatever one may think of the
fisheries plan, the very idea that
there chould be some form of planned
investment in and development of
fisheries is a welcome one and one
that we are very glad about.

Bewldn 0575 e dC®
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I do not think in a Debate like this
we can discuss the value of the de-
tailed proposals but I do not think we
can discard and disown this plan. I
think it is a very good basis for a
deeper and further discussion of this
question. We are going to have Rs. 39
miion set aside tor fisheries deve-
lopment. Rs. 11 millien is the value
of assets taken over from the Depart-
ment of Fisheries. So about Rs. 25
million will be invested this year.
May we know on what this Rs. 25
million is going to be spent? May
we know whether it is the policy of
the Government to go n for trawler
fishing or to expand the fleet of
small mechanized boats?

We have had several fisheries
reports, and experts have come and
gone, but the bulk of the fish is still
in the sea. The main problem is to
get them out of the sea and get them
to the markets. We like to have
some idea from the Government as
to what its real or concrete proposals
are. I am not saying this from the
point of view of scoring a few
debating points. This is a serious and
important question for the whole
country, particularly because it can
make a great contribution towards
the economic development of the
country. In fact, we spend a great
part of our money on growing rice,
but fisheries is one of the cheapest
forms of agriculture because you
only take out, you do not put in. You
are just taking out, you are reaping
as far as the fisheries are concerned,
but this branch of productive econo-
fmic activity has been grossly
neglected; it has developed on its
own, and we would like to see this
child not disowned. We would like
to have something much more con-
crete placed before us and I ask my
Hon. Friend to give us a statement.
If we had a statement in advance,
this Debate could have taken a more
constructive turn than it has taken
now.

o’ @ e .

(Bm. 9Crgrs)

(Mr. Premadasa)
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Yerusniad €5 H

(e srE@n YBsssar)

(The Presiding Member)

Hon. Members must realize that
we have to end the discussion In
regard to the Votes of this Ministry
by about 3 o’clock. Fortunately,
the Hon. Minister will be speaking
at about 4 o'clock. As there are
several other speakers, if hon. Mem-
bers will restrict their speeches to
about ten minutes each, I think we
will be able to finish by that time to
allow the Hon. Minister to speak,

cedemnien V. & 8B
(Q_r&L ;i erew. @. eﬁ?éﬂ"mﬁi‘r‘@m)
(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

A little more indulgence, Sir.

I was puzzled a great deal to
unierstand what interests the hon.
Appointed Member (Dr. Ratnapala)
my professional colleague, repre-
sented in this House. But now the
mystery has been solved. It appears
to me that he represents the local
and foreign agents of the paper
business  world. — [Interruption].
Members are appointed to represent
special interests. I say that we were
puzzled to unilerstand what special
interest the hon. Appointed Member
(Dr. Ratnapala) represented. Now
it is clear to me that he has a spe-
cial duty to represent the foreign
and local paper merchants—the
Nadar merchants and other mer-
chants. What I wish to say is this—

ol @ges @cn.
(8. 9Crinsrs)
(Mr. Premadasa)

May I rise to a point of Order ?
The hon. Member is referring to
another hon. Member of this House
in a very insinuative manner.

esRemnden def. &, Sw@Re»
(QLréL f erow. a. ehlGr&man)
(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

Is it a bad thing to say——


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

1977
Suldm» em@ud smm, 1965-66
ol @ Oca.
(Bm. 9Cresres)
(Mr. Premadasa)

No, but how can you say that he
is representing some other interest
when it is not so ?

ccDemne 9. &, TPHOB

(QréL i eren. @. eflér&Ean)

(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

You are the protectors of the
private sector, and the paper mer-
chants and foreign manufacturers is
a part of the private sector.

o @ges O,

(8m. 9Crgre)
(Mr. Premadasa)

Is it true that he is representing
the private sector or the public
sector ?

ceRemnie def. &, 8nO8.n
(QréL i eren, @. HarwFman)
(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

I am not imputing motives.

o Oqes .

(8. 9Cruvsrs)
(Mr. Premadasa)

It is not at all fair.

. oxn. 2.30

geressnsrd @5 H

(s2venn srE@h ybs5ser)

(The Presiding Member)

Order, please ! I do not think the
Government accepts your version ;
but, anyway, go on to another point.

ecdemniw . &, Bn@8.m

(Arér g eron. ar. flsri@man)

(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

I am not imputing motives, Sir.
; said that he seems to be represent-
ing the paper merchants. Are we
to understand that you are ashamed
of the private sector ? That is my
‘Impression. You may disagree,

As 1 was saying, if there ig any
One corporation which should be
singled out for special praise——

1965 caef @5 8
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of Dges e,

(Bm. 9CTLsTs)
(Mr. Premadasa)

May I ask him a question, Sir ?
coemdBen O, &. FDOHB

(QréLi Grov. @. &l &7 maw)
(Pr. S. A, Wickremasinghe)

I am not giving way.

o @ges e,

(8. SCruvgrs)

(Mr. Premadasa)

Will it be fair for us to say that
the hon. Member for Akuressa 18
representing Russian interests here ?

ce@emde O, ¢f. BB
(QirsLii eren. a- 6l & TG B9 )
(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

I am not giving way.

geessnrd Om B

(Btveny FrE@EHD IYHS 5 ST )

(The Presiding Member)

Order! Let the hon. Member go
on.

ccDemnBw Bef. &, 88.»
(O_réii eraw. &r. dl&TipEman)
(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

If there is one corporation in this
country which deserves the un-
stinted praise of this House and the
country, it is the FEastern Paper
Mills Corporation. This industry
was started by the first U. N. P.
Government when the United
National Party was in power from
1948 to 1956. They were going to
manufacture paper from iluk grass,
and they sited the factory in
Valaichchenai. They insisted on
planting iluk—wild grass—in order
to produce the raw material. It
became uneconomical to use iluk
grass as that raw material was found
to be unsuitable.

Thereupon they tried to manu-
facture paper from paddy straw,
and by that time Mr. Thangarajah
was askeq to take over the Paper
Corvoration.  Fortunately, the
M. E. P. Government did not accept
the decision of the nrevious beard

to scrap the paper mill and to sell it
for scrap.
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[ee@emPndes . &. SpPEom]

The corporation appointed by the
United National Party had in it
several saboteurs who represented
vested interests in the manufacture
of paper and the import of paper,
and they had brought the corpora-
tion to such a position that the only
alternative was to scrap the mill
and sell it for scrap iron.

However, Mr, Thangarajah was
asked to take charge of it. He
accepted on one condition, namely,
that the saboteurs who had been
operating in the corporation should
be removed, and that condition was
granted.

Mr. Thangarajah is not an expert
on the manufacture of paper. He is
an honest, efficient and capable
manager and a conscientious citizen
who accepted advice from experts
who were made available by the
previous Government to advise on
the paper industry. With the advice
of consultants, Mr. Thangarajah
adjusted the manufacturing process
to suit paddy straw ; now paper is
being produced for our use, and the
target of 9,000 tons per year has
been reached. This is quite a credit-
able performance, using paddy straw
as the raw material.

- The Eastern Paper Mills Corpora-
tion is producing paper at the cost
of 80 cents per pound. The Govern-
ment buys at 75 cents per pound.
The paper is sold to the private
sector at 84 cents per pound. This
price compares favourably with the
c.if. value of paper which we have

to import either from England,
Denmark or other countries in
Europe. It is true that the c.if.

price of Japanese paper is much
lower—65 to 70 cents a pound. But
what we have to realize is the fact
that the Japanese paper industry is
subsidized by the Japanese Govern-
ment. Therefore, the price of
Japanese paper cannot be taken as
an index for the paper manu-
facturing industry in  Ceylon,
and it can be stated today that
compared to prevailing world prices
the cost of production in Cevlon can
stand on its own without any
special protection or subsidy and
without any increase in price for the
consumer,

Bewuldm @575 e DCw
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The Eastern Paper Mills Corpora-
tion has now drawn up plans for a
newsprint factory and for the pro-
duction of cardboard. In view oi
the present financial difficulties the
previous Government was looking
for foreign aid to assist the paper
industry to start these enterprises.

The hon. Appointed Member
(Dr. Ratnapala) mentionedg that West
German experts were not in favour
of the proposal to site the newsprint
factory in the up-country near
Pattipola, where valuable timber
suitable for wood pulp for newsprint
is available, and that instead they
had suggested an alternative pro-
posal to site the plant in an area
where rubber wood is available as
raw material.

Ceylon would be the first country
in the world to use rubber wood for
newsprint. But there is no assur-
ance that rubber wood can be
utilized for newsprint. Even if it is
capable of being utilized for news-
print, the cost of preparing this
wood pulp may make it so expensive
that it might be far more economical
to import the paper from abroad.
The West German experts have not
guaranteed the economic use of
rubber wood for newsprint.

That is the position with regard
to the Eastern Paper Mills Corpora-
tion. For an Appointed Member of
the Government to come to this
House and sling mud at the corpo-
ration is, to say the least, an
unworthy performance. An Ap-
pointed Member is expected to
represent some interest or other—I
do not know what interest he
represents !

I am not going to discuss indivi-
dual industries. I should Ilike to
ask the Hon. Minister to make a
policy statement—as he didi not
make one even during the Second
Reading Debate on the Budget—
with regard to the work of his
Ministry in relation to the wvarious
industries that have been set up in
this country in order to improve our
economic conlitions and in order to
utilize to the maximum possible
extent the raw material available in
the country.
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I should like to refer specially to
the chemical and textile industries.
Toere were exonaustive reports by
certain KEast German experts who
were invited by the previous
Government. Those reports will
surely be availabie to the Ministry.
The chemical industry is considered
to be one of the most essential
industries if we are to improve our
standard of living and if we are to
utilize the existing raw material for
oroducing essential articles which
we have to import today at great
expense involving foreign exchange.

I understani that, according to
the reports submitted on the chemi-
cal industry, these experts have,
first of all, considered the question
of the now available raw material
and, from a long-range point of
view, other raw material which will
be available from the petro-chemical
industry.

I would like to know from the Hon.
Minister whether the question of the
establishment of an oil refinery in
the near future as a State enterprise
is being entertained by the Govern-
ment, or whether the decision of the
previous Government to establish an
oil refinery has been rejected.

The Minister of Nationalized Ser-
vices, whose ministry is responsible
for the establishment of the oil re-
finery, gave us the assurance yester-
day that the Government has not
given up the idea.

I would like to know from the Hon.
Minister of Industries whether in the
long range plan the question of the
subsidiary products of the oil refinery
Is also being considered in relation
to the development of the chemicals
industry.

A few days ago I was at the Paran-
than Chemicals Corporation plant,
That is a living memcrial of the
criminal bungling of ih2 first UN.P.
Government,

The. contract for the Paranthan
Chemicals Factory was given to a
firm which had not previously

1965 enef @8 8
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specialized in the chemicals industry.
A big engineering firm which had
done civil and constructional engi-
neering launched, for the first time,
into the chemicals industry when it

undertook this contract at the
instance of the consulting engi-
neers, a firm from the United

Kingdom. A Swiss firm undertook
to build the Chemicals Factory at
Paranthan.

They introduced an elaborate pro-
cess of electrolysis of sodium
chloride, that is common salt, to
produce caustic soda, chlorine and
hydrogen; and these electrolytic cells
were of a design winich had never
been used before. A new design of
electrolytic cells was introduced by
a company launching, for the first
time, into the chemicals industry.
They engaged an Italian specialist to
design electrolytic cells for Ceylon
which was also launching into the
chemicals industry for the first time.
S0 we bscame the guinea-pigs for a
firm which was experimenting in the
chemicals industry, and by the time
these electrolytic cells were installed
at the Paranthan Chemicals Factory,
the U.N.P. Government had gone out
of office and this whole burden was
saddled on the Bandaranaike Gov-
ernment. The instaliation of these
cells and the starting of the electro-
lytic process of producing caustic
soda from sodium chloride became 3
complicated affair, and the original
company demanded that the accounts
be settled and deniegd any responsi-
bility for successful performance of
this plant, and the Ceylon Govern-
ment was faced with a white
elephant,

They could not operate the electro-
lytic cells; they could not manufac-
ture caustic soda; and after a series
of experiments at great cost to the
Cesvlen  Government, our engi-
neers  succeeded in producing
caustic soda. By the time caustic
soda was produced, tha Government
became alarmed abouy the question
of starting a D.D.T. factory and a
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lauryl alcohol plant with the hydro-
gen generated, and part of the D.D.T.
plant was sold because caustic soda
processing became such ¢ complicated
affair and the electrulytic cells were
of design not found anywhere else in
the world.

Today we do not know what to do
with the chlorine thut is emanated.
There is a hydrochloric acid plant
there which 1is being corroded
because the chlorine is being let
loose into the air.

Now, the main proposal of the East
German experts is to utilize this
excess chlorine which goes to waste
and which is a very important raw
material in several chemical indus-
tries. They have made several alter-
native proposals for the wuse of
chlorine instead of allowing it to
go waste. It is a valuable by-product
which can be saved, at the same time
preventing the extensive corrosion of
the plant and everything else in the
surrounding  area. The  Cey-
lonese engineers who are now
in charge of the Paranthan
Chemicals Corporation are doing a
very valuable job in spite of the
obstacles and difficulties they are
confronted with. The original
scheme had been corupletely altered
without reference tu the problems

that are involved. They are
now utilizing, to the maximum
possible  extent, chlorine  for

commercial purposes &nd are trying
to release the excess chlorine with
minimum damage to the plant
and the surrounding area. Now, the
problem is whether the Ministry has
realized the urgent need to introduce
some other subsidiary industries
where the chlorine car be utilized.
There is one proposal made—chlori-
nated rubber which produces a kind
of paint which is considered to be
very valuable.

I will not speak any further on the
question of the chemicals industry. I
will only mention one or two facts
relating to fisheries.
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Gessnid @Y

(slvenn GrE@HD IY0SHSer)

(The Presiding Member)

The hon. Member's time is up—
[Interruption] The hoa. Member has
taken 14 minutes now. Will you
please wind up.

g. &, 2.45
ocRemniw . &, TOH»

(QuréiLi erew, &. el&rifman)

(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

The Hon. Minister Las stated that
he is not the father of the Fisheries
Development Plan. He  denied
parentage, but I would like to point
out that when a corporation publish-
es a development plan it is the res-
ponsibility of the Ministry in charge
to see that experts have been con-
sulted and scientific research already
available is made use of, before pub-
licising the programme. The corpora-
tion which has published this plan is
confident that this plan could be
implemented, and I think it is a
reflection on the other research
officers of the department if they
had not been consulted. A joint
consultation should have been held
before the public was given the
recommendations of the non-

specialists who are members of the
board.

There is a bulletin of the Fisheries
Research  Station published in
December 1964, in which there is a
statement by the F.A.O. Marine
Engineer attached to the Fisheries
Department of Ceylon. This is what
he says:

“ One point which was brought out was
that research and other technical officers
are often called in too late when deve-
lopments are undertaken, are called upon
to try to correct mistakes rather than to
prevent them.”—

This is a direct reference to the
fact that they are not being properly
utilized. He adds:

“ One function is to provide the popu=
lation with an adequate desired food-
stuff, and to do so at an ‘equitable’ price.
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Another is to provide an equitable live-
lihood for those directly engaged in
fishing or for those in secondary related
industries or activities. The latter group
may well be of greater importance than
the former as far as development is con-
cerned, as it is the group most likely to
provide the capital, initiative, and ideas
for development, including as it does not
only fish traders, fishing operators, money
lenders, boat builders and engine agents,
but the whole staff of the Depariment
of Fisheries, the Fish Sales Unions and
the Fisheries Development Corporation,
with tentacles reaching as far as the

United Nations and Colombo PFlan. ”

Yerusnsid On B

(B> gri@h omssseur)
(The Presiding Member)

The hon. Member must now stop.

eed¢mendan . &, Fn®How
(Q_ra@L_g erew. ar. raﬁ?é.ﬂ'm@rﬁ:pm)
(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

This is a direct reference to the
fact that various interests are exert-
ing an inhibitory influence against the
proper development of fisheries—
[Interruption.]

One other matter, the geological
survey. A memorandum had been
submitted to the Director of the Geo-
logical Survey Department by the
scientific officers in that department
for the re-organization of the
department. This report, I
understand, has been suppressed by
the Director, and I would like the
Hon Minister to look into it. The
Hon. Minister must be aware of the
grievances and the dissatisfaction
among the young officers in the Geo-
logical Survey Department. Among
these young officers there are many
qualified experts who are prepared
to go into the field and to carry out
a survey of the existing mineral
deposits which have been discovered
in this country. They are also pre-
pared not only to do the mapping of
geological surveys but also to
actually locate and find the nature of
the mineral deposits that are avail-
able in this country. But the present
Director appears to be sitting on
these enthusiastic experts, he is not
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prepared to utilize the available ta-
lent nor is he prepared to accept the
recommendations made by foreign
experts who had been invited on
several occasions. India, for instance,
has followed the recommendations of
foreign experts on geological surveys
and has very enthusiastically ivesti-
gated their findings. In Ceylon, how-
ever, there seems to be an effort
made to ignore such possibilities and
even not to invite foreign specialists
to give the necessary advice with re-
gard to the location of raw materials
for our industries.
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8. . gcoems w. (827 5059)
(8. . a. ,g{&g&@’afm&r—msﬁr@&)
(Mr. V. A. Alegacone—Mannar)

Mr. Chairman, I should like to
bring to your notice a practice that
has developed in this august
Assembly where leaders of parties
and those in the Front Benches
take up the bulk of the time,
whether it is a Debate on the Second
Reading or the Committee stage, at
the expense of the back-benchers,

Geresznéid YR

( s%ven p BTEIGD Y85 Fau )

(The Presiding Member)

Order please! There is no such

practice. T am afraid the hon. Mem-
ber is wrong.

FCoENT 5y ¢,

(55 9psCarer)

(Mr. Alegacone)

Each of them spoke for three hours
during the Debate on the Second
Reading and for half-an-hour to one
hour during the Committee stage, de-
priving us back-benchers of the
opportunity to ventilate our grie-
vances. We come from backward
areas ; and it is on ocecasions such as
this that we can place our grievances
befare the House and expect to get
redress.

The work of this Ministry is very
important so far as my constituency
is concerned. There is agriculture
and fishing in my constituency. I
shall confine my speech to the subject

1965 end @8 8
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of industries because agriculture
comes under another Ministry, We

are happy that we have an able |
Minister 1n charge of this Ministry. |

Mannar has a big unemployment
problem. I am unable to do any-
thing about it, because, however
much I may shout in this House,
nothing is done. All the fish that is
caught is sent to Colombo and other
places, and the result is that there is
unempioyment in Mannar. I ask the
Hon. Minister to start a fish-canning
factory there. . Such a factory will
provide employment to many. It will
redound to the credit of the Hon.
Minister and bring prosperity to this
area as well as to the country,

There are certain industries con-
nected with fishing, such as shark

fishery, chank fishery, and bech-de- |

mer fishery. These industries are
dying. They have been in existence

e

in that area from time immeo-
morial.  During the tenure of |
office of the SL.FP. and the

Coalition Governments they were
neglected, and they are now
dying. In a few years’ time they will
be completely wiped out if something
is not done. Chank and bech-de-mer
fishery and the export of shark fins
brought in a considerable amount of
revenue. FKach of these industries
brought in revenue to the
tune of Rs. 700,000 or Rs. 800,000, and

together they earned about Rs. 1 mil- I

lion to Rs. 2 million foreign exchange.

I have already sent a petition to the ;'

Hon. Minister ;
take some interest

see that these industries are restored.

I hope he will

Another industry which can be pro-
fitably established in the Mannar
District is the paper industry. There
are 20,000 to 30,000 acres of land cul-
tivated with paddy, and straw for
paper pulp can be obtained in abund-
ance and at little cost. Palmyran
leaves, too, can be used to make
pulp. I am sure a small factory to
produce paper will be a great success.
I hope you will address your mind
to this and see that a paper factory
is put up at Mannar.,

in this matter and |
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Besides, a cement factory can be
established in my area, Murungan. In
fact, some of the raw materials for
the Kankesanturai cement factory
comes from my area. There is plenty
of land here. I am sure, you will be
able to establish a cement factory in
my area with great success.

There is also plenty of good sand in
the Talaimannar area for the manu-
facture of glass. Experts have
examined the sand there and have
proclaimed it as good for making
glass. I suggest the establishment of

a glass factory here to make
tumblers, bottles and other
glassware.

I would also like to mention that
a tile and brick factory can be started
here. There is good soil for this in
the Murungan and Madhu Road
areas. 1 would also suggest the
establishment of a coir factory.

There is a large slice of land in my
area where salt is self-found. With-
out spending much money you can
have a good saltern there and collect
many tons of self-found salt.

These backward areas are over-
looked. Our voices are not heard.
Ours is a cry in the wilderness. I
appeal to you, Sir, to bring these
backward areas to prosperity during
your tenure of office.

cUE OBy 2ciiodn e

(8. Qapod ppair sguiéian )

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

Mr. Deputy Chairman, I would
first wish to refer to the speech made
by the hon. Member for Devinuwara
(Mr. P. H. W. de Silva) who was the
first spokesman on the estimates of

the Ministry of Industries and
Fisheries. I must thank him for a
most constructive speech. As a

matter of fact, many of the senti-
ments he expressed find much agree-
ment with us. I am only sorry that
he is on the opposite side of the
House. We would heartily
welcome him to come-qnHOVeE

Bead B 957F @ax AW
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to our side so that apart from offer-
ing such constructive advice he can
also take part in the actual working
of the programme.

A number of points were raised by
the hon. Member for Devinuwara re-
garding particularly the Fisheries
Corporation. Pointed reference was
made to the Estimates for 1965-66 and
he wanted to know first about the
provision of Rs. 39 million, whether
the Rs. 11 million was included in
the Rs. 39 million. The Rs. 11 mil-
lion that comes over from the Fishe-
ries Department are the assets of the
Fisheries Department. The Rs. 39
million as given in the Estimates in-
dicates the expenditure for the year
1965-66.

My Minister. when he spoke
during the Budget Debate, clearly
stated that the purpose of permitting
the circulation of the Ten-Year Plan
for Fisheries was to obtain
the opinion of the public and of the
hon. Members. It was far too short a
time for him to study and form his
own opinion on that. It is, as you
know, a very important subject, a
matter on which an enormous sum of
money is expected to be spent by the
Government. Knowing my Minister
I appreciate that he will not plunge
into something like that unless he is
fully convinced of the feasibility of
the programme. Apart from his own
convictions, he is prepared to accept
constructive advice and also ascertain
the views not only of hon. Members
here but also of the general public.
He mentioned specifically that it was
a rolling plan, that the broader prin-
ciples were accepted but that in the
implementation of the plan various
changes are being anticipated.

The hon. Member for Devinuwara
wished to know whether there was
a breakdown of figures in the plan. I
am in no position to make a policy
statement over the Fisheries Corpora-
tion at the moment, but as far as the
Rs. 39 million expenditure is con-
cerned I can give wou a broad-based
break-up of it.
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It envisages the purchase of 11-ton
boats, the larger tuna boats and traw-
lers, and also the purchase of a further
200 33-ton boats and 1,000 out-
board motors for country craft. The
development of country craft has not
been dropped. It will be promoted
and every assistance given.

8. 22, AR, ¢ BED dwm. (©e8
0eS) '

(8. G. ere. Liiefly. g SQear—O0ged
)

(Mr. P. H, W. de Silva—Devinuwara)

What is the proportion ?

CBCE Oy By um.

(8@ Qopsrpper guBian)

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

The breakdown figures have not
been made up in order to say that so
much is for 11-ton boats, so much is
for tuna boats or so much is for 20 or
80-ton boats. I will give you the posi-
tion broadly but, in the implementa-
tion of the programme, it will be
adjusted.

There is provision made for 250
3-ton boats and also for 1,000 out-
board motors. There is also anticipa-
ted expenditure for the construction
of fisheries harbours, the completion
of a workshop for the repairs and
maintenance of engines, the continua-
tion and finalization of the harbours
where work has already been started
on; then the construction of new
fisheries harbours according to the re-
ports that will be made available to
the Hon. Minister by the various ex-
perts. There is also the development
of brackish water lagoons like the one
at Kalpitiya. It envisages an old
scheme which is one of marketing,
refrigeration and transport. It also
contemplates the possible stepping un
of our fishing gear. Broad-basedlv, it
covers nearly every aspect of fishing,
including amenities to the fishermen
and living quarters.

8. 82, 29E2. ¢ BT @
(B7. 8. ore. oy g Gevar)
(Mr. P, H. W. de Silva)

That is separate.

1965 el @8 8
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CcBCE O5Y &bty @cam.

(B Qaperpper gu&iEaD)

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

Yes, there is provision for Rs. 7
lakhs. If more money is required, I
am sure the Hon. Minister will come
for it by way of Supplementary
Estimate.

8. 99, aRED. ¢ BED .
(8. 9. are. L iiofley. g Geveur)
(Mr. P. H. W. de Silva)

You have not worked the expen-
diture on each item separately.

eBF O5Y Hwafdod em.

(8@ Qapdpper guGiian) 1
(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe) |

The question was also raised as to|
what the policy would be regarding
the work of the corporation in the
actual catching and marketing of
fish. The hon. Member for Yatiyan-|
tota raised that matter making speci-
fic reference to the mudalalis. You|
know the policy of the Government ;
it is to work in close partnership with
the private sector.

gDle Y. 98, enels
(ser flG) erer. oreh. QuGron)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

The mudalalis.

e Oy Hwfoty &ca,
(B Qagev 5 mesr A ke )
(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe) |

The mudalalis or any other man. |
The Government envisages the pos-
sibility of making the best use of the |
private sector. What the hon. Mem-!
ber says is correct. There has been |
too much of encroachment on the !
private sector by the middleman or |
the mudalali.. That fact is within |
everybody’s knowledge. The person
who goes out fishing does not get |
what he should get ; the person who
consumes the fish pays far more than
what he should pay. We are well
aware of the situation. There is one |
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[eac o HwBotn @]

|point I wish to make for the informa-
tion of the hon. Member for Yatiyan-
ltota. To tackle the position the
|Government must ensure a sufficient
|supply of fish. Unless you ensure
lthat, to some extent at least—
| [Interruption].

-

pnBe Y. 08, cuedds
(&1 G erer. eTLb. QuGrar)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

That must go side by side.

e Ony HwaB.xn .

(B Qopdrpper uUEEa)

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

You must give us a chance to
\develop the corporation. The corpo-
'ration has been only a few months
'at work and it is, therefore, unfair
to say “ Now you control the orice of
fish.” The Fishing Corporation is in
'a position to handle a fair portion of
'the Island’s catch. I assure you, the
'Hon. Minister will give his undivided
‘attention to it. He has stressed it
‘time and again that he is not prepar-
'ed to make the rich richer. His con-
cern is to see that there is a fair and
‘equitable distribution of the fish in
respect of the person who goes out
fishing, a fair price and good fish for
the consumers, and also help the
mudalalis if they are prepared to join
in and co-operate in this scheme. To-
‘day, in Colombo you need forty tons
‘of fish a day. If the corporation
'cannot produce that quantity of fish
‘how do you expect it to control the
'market ? I might say that at the
‘moment we are handling about 5 to 10
‘tons enly. T could well appreciate it if
'we had at least 20 or 25 tons of fish.
| Then the hon. Member for Yatiyan-
\tota could very well get up and ask
'the Hon. Minister, “ Well, what are
‘you doing to control the bulk of fish
| supplies ? This is your business.”
' Until that time I hope you will bear
with us.

The hon. Member for Devinuwara
did not raise any other points or any
matter regarding industries other
than to say that an overall plan and
amendments to the Industries Act

Bewldm 0575 @ C®
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were necessary. 1 accept it. He
made particular reference to manage-
rial skills and so forth. But as re-
gards industries and where they have
been sited, I hope to say a few words
when the respective industry comes
up for discussion.

The hon. Member for Yatiyantota
made a specific charge about our re-
cruitments to the National Textiles

Corporation. He read out a letter
written by Mrs. Kusuma
Gunawardena.

gDBn 0. O8. cwedsb
(soor f & erenm. erwd. QUGrom)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

By Mr. L. S. Perera.

cu@OsY BB cn.

(@ Qapopper gublsa)

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

By Mr. L. S. Perera saying that it
was the wish of Mrs. Kusuma
Gunawardena. As you know, Mrs.
Kusuma Gunawardena is an older
politician than I

mn8n 957, DO. evelds
(a:m),'rﬁ‘@ ereir. erin. QuCram)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I do not know your age.

cuE Oy Hcbicxd dcaw.

(8@ Qaparpper gueman)

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

Take it for granted. I do not look
that old. As a politician, she will
have demands made for assistance
from her supporters. She has not
only contested at elections but even
represented electorates. She will,
therefore, have demands made to her,
and if a supporter comes and asks
for her assistance, I think it is per-
fectly legitimate on her part to give
a recommendation to him.

gl DY, DO. ceels

(se0rf G erer. erib. QuGror)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

All you people say it is very bad
when we do it.
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CBCE O3y Hcafiory ®can.
(8. Qoperppeir gau@ien)
(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

I will show you how good and how
bad they are.

Regarding the recruitment of people
by the National Textiles Corporation,
a point was raised that out of 79
people recruited since June 1965, 34
were from Avissawella——

e Y. 98, cueds
(serflG erer. erws. QuGTTT)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

That is your figure, not mine.

eBCE O5Y ¥cafody D,
(8. Qaporppar spuiPian)
(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

My figure is more correct than
yours because I can substantiate it.

gl D5y, 8. cuc¥s,
(7T G erer. erh. QuCror)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

You hold an inquiry and I will give
you the full names.

eBC Oy HwlHory .

(E®. Qaporppsir squBirgn)

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

I would like to give you the figures
from 1961. From 1961 to date
roughly about 855 people have been
recruited to the National Textiles
Corporation in this grade. Of this
number, in the same period no less
than 323 people have come from
Attanagalla, 116 from Dompe, 132
from Mirigama——

Gl DY, 98, cuels
(serplg erer. erib. QuiCrar)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)
That is quite right.
surrounding areas.

These are

B 05y sl O,

(8. Qoporppeir sauBisan)

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

sixty-four from Gampaha, 53
from Minuwangoda, 56 from Mahara,
34 from Avissawella, 14 from Dedi-
gama, one from Kottawa, one fromn

1965 ez’ ®a8 8
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Kotte, eight from Colombo Central
and three from Colombo South. Of
the 855 persons who were taken in,
no less than 794 came from Dompe,
Mirigama, Gampaha, Divulapitiya,
Minuwangoda and Mahara. Seventy-
five per cent. of the recruits have|
come from these areas. :|

I am prepared to agree on one
matter. Where recruitment to the
National Textiles Corporation is con-;
cerned, I myself think that people|
from the surrounding areas should be|
taken in particularly in view of the]
high percentage of absenteeism, |
which is about 25 per cent. or more
at times. But just because 34 people
came from Avissawella you should |
not think that the National Textiles |
Corporation is solving the unemploy- |
ment problem of the Avissawella |
electorate. No. That sort of inference
should not be drawn—[Interrup- |
tion]. I am only telling you what
the position is.

g. o 3.45
Bk 5. 8. eweldl i
(sorf G erer. erd. QuCGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera) .

Well, you are making that charge
all the time against us. That is my |
complaint. And you are doing the
same thing.

cuE 95y Awtizy e,
(5. Qo pper guGman)
(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)
You see, it so happens sometimes. |

geRemndes & 0. 8. hasH»BY
(' gd)

(Qr&i_i F.
5@V ST )

(Dr. E. M. V. Naganathan—Nallur)

Both are good at fishing.

LD,

off. [BrEpTEeT—

CBCE Oy Lwlodn Sean.

(8. Qapdppeir suPian )

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

I want to put that across so that |
the hon. Member for Yativantota |
(Dr. N. M. Perera) can satisfy him-
self that everybody in the area will |
haye.an equal chance.
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@&e Oy, 99 ewedds
(seom Bl 5 ereir. erp. QuGram)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)
Do not charge us after this.

cu@0nY Pl Oc.

(ﬁ)@ Ga;.su'm'm.m guj@fﬁ;.@m)

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

Thank you very much !
not do 1it.

We will

There was a question about the
public and the private sectors. I
think the question was raised by the
hon. Third Member for Colombo
Ceniral (Mr. Keuneman), the hon.
Member for Yatiyantota (Dr. N. M.

| Perera) and the hon. Member for

' Devinuwara (Mr. P. H. W. de Silva).

- of the

' I will deal with that in a moment.

Next, there was a question raised
about the licence for quotas in
respect of beedies. The hon. Member
for Divulapitiya (Mr. Jayakody) and
the hon. Member for Nawalapitiya
(Mr. Chandra Karunaratne) raised
the question. 1 was spoken to
on this matter earlier also. The
position was that during the period
previous Government a
committee had been appointed by the
then Minister of Industries—his
Parliamentary Secretary was the
chairman—and allocations were made.

When the Hon. Minister took up

| office, he set up a committee with

somebody who was totally outside
our Ministry, Mr. Herman Peiris, as
chairman, so that there would be
inquiries as impartial as one could
possibly make them. As you know
he is a very good person. He has
done a first-clacs job. His report is
just now available. I can assure you
that an equitable distribution would
be made. But I want to bring to

your notice that it has been the

custom in the past to give more than
a million rupee quota to one person
or a group of individuals.

As you know the beedi industry is
one of the moct intensive fields of
employment where the ordinary poor
villagers, the boys and girls, earn. a

Bewldn 9575 v AC®
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couple of rupees. So, in an intensive
field of employment like that you
must try to spread out your quotas
and licences as far as possible. We
are trying to work out a scheme on a
cottage industries or some otner basis
to permit of as wide a distribution of
quotas as we can possibly make.

The hon. Member for Wennappuwa
raised a question about industries
and the availability of mineral sands.
He wanted to know whether there
could not be a glass factory in his
area and so forth. On submission of
that proposal to the Ministry I am
sure it will receive consideration. I
want to say a few words about
mineral sands later and I will take it
up then.

The hon. Member for Akuressa
somehow or other always raises a
hornet’s nest and suffers the pains.
He raised a question about the
Paranthan Chemicals and the Eastern
Paper Mills corporations. As you
know, Eastern Paper Mills was one
of the corporations that could have
done well. You did not want special
advice about the Eastern Paper Mills.
You knew that almost 100 per cent.
of the raw material was available
here.

eps@aaoﬁ Y. 98, cueds
(ser G erem. erib. QuGrom)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

No, you are making a mistake.
Eastern Paper Mills was started
particularly for iluk, not for paddy
straw. Do not forget that. It was
only Mr. Thangarajah who brought
in paddy straw.

euE 0%y &Scslliody Ocd.

(8. Oepppair sguibingn)

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

It was started for iluk, then it was
altered so as to make use of straw.
Then there was the possibility of
using bagasse and so forth. What
did your M nister in the S. L. F. P
Government do about the KEastern
Paper Mills ?
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gl S5Y. O, cuedd
(se1 £ 5 ereir. erib. QuGrrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)
The position was so bad.

aé @3 Hlewwy
(Qaerres 9ywassoul SHaUIT)
(An hon. Member)
He printed notes.

@andw Y. 88. euedd
(soor Bl @ erer. ern. QuCrer)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

That is not correct. The position
there was so bad that there was a
Cabinet decision to close down the
paper mills. We must be grateful to
Mr. Thangarajah for making it
possible to run it properly. The hon.
Member there is talking nonsense.

eBCE 5y Ywion .

(B CQapavpper gauian)

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

We know what you are talking
there. But what did that Govern-
ment do ? They could have developed
the corporation if only a little
attention had been paid to what was
needed basically. There was a good
man, Mr. Thangarajah, who was
prepared to do the work.

GNnda I3y, 98, cueds

(597 @ erear. erp. QuGram)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Excellent. He undertook it when

nobody was prepared to run the
. place.

e o5y Hwlo ®ca.

(Bm. Qoparppeir euBian)

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

But the implementation was put
off from year to year, for what
reason I do not know.

8. 22. a3EL. e BCD @w.
(Bm. &. eré. L Lefluy. 9. Goveur)
(Mr. P. H. W. de Silva)

When was Mr.

Thangarajah
appointed ?

1965 ened @28 8

2002
—oE wBEnd
CBCE O By Des.
(B Copsdppeir guGdign)
(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)
I think, in 1962.

8. 28, 83E8. ¢ BED .
(B G eré. iofly. g Qever)
(Mr. P. H. W. de Silva)

He was appointed by me.
1959.

Early

B Oy Skl .

(B Qepsrppeir gublrap)
(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

Since 1959 he had been
these reports.

s Y. 98. cueds
(sarfS erer. erib. QLGCram)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

He had to clear up the mess.

. on. 3.22

Qerssnid @Y H

(B srm@n oymsssaur)
(The Presiding Member)
Order, please !

Mr. Speaker will now take the
Chair.

¢OPGD G0 B FfuSR dvwmm fcunm

Ses.

g6 0@ wWiorer mPs ulsd saitser e&8am |

gom g Palmpigm Brsle
slaenin GrmE ey,

SUTHMUEGT  Djaiiser

[Whereupon SR Razixk FAREED left the |

and MR. took

Chair, SPEAKER

Chair.]

the

CBCE OnY bcalory cm.

(Blm. Qops ppsir sauBian )

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

If the hon. Member for Yatiyantota
asks me to accept that it requires
five years for a chairman to clear up
only what you call a mess in the
corporation, you will have to give
this Government 25 years to clear up
the mess that you have left !

putting up

|
{

ﬂ
E
|

ewzy oPuw Down, WA orumnsid |
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@nBw Y. OO, cuedd
(a;swr‘aﬂlgl erer. arid. @QuGrmir)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

That is a different matter. You

can talk about my mess afterwards.
| He cleared up the mess created by

the U. N. P.

QuBCE O3y Gl D,
(B Qoporppeir gguiFisian)
(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

Why do you want to go back to
past history ?

@8 Y. DO, evels

(sl G erer. erib. QuGrmr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

We do not want to go into past
history. It is your Members who
started it.

B Oy i dcn,

(B Qoporppar gaubiign)

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

These things have been delayed
because the reorganization pro-

gramme was delayed.

@B Y. 8. cuell
(soor G erer. erb. QuUGrrm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

None of us raised this question
about the Eastern Paper Mills

- Corporation.

B Oy oy .
(8. Qapsppar squiian)
(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

It was raised by the hon. Member
for Akuressa.

g8 25Y. 8. cuedsl
(serflG erar. erb. QUCror)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

He replied to the hon. Appointed
Member (Dr. Ratnapala).

eV 05y oy @

(8m. Qepdpper euwfman)

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

Some corporations which can be
deve}oped. speedily to come in as eco-
nomic units will receive the imme-

| diate attention of the Ministry.

Bewldn @575 ©edVC®

2004

— s wwtnd

@8 %Y. OO, cweld
(sarflg erer. erib. QuCrar)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

We have no quarrels about that.

cu@OsY Loy .

(8. Qopodppeir gubiman)

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

The hon. Third Member for
Colombo Central wanted to know the
policy of the Ministry of Industries
and Fisheries with regard to the
private sector and the fisheries
corporation.

e sy .

(8. Gaearwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

And the public sector.

e Oy L.y Dan.

(B Ceppper guEman)

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

With regard to policy, I am sure
the Hon. Minister will say what he
has in mind.

g. . 3.30

One must accept that heavy indus-
tries, industries which require large
sums of money to be set up, by their
very nature cannot be handled by
the private sector. These will obvi-
ously have to be handled by the pub-
lic sector. The lighter industries—
and we can go even further and say
cottage industries—can obviously be
handled by the private sector.—
[Interruption]. An amplification of
these matters will of course come
from the Hon. Minister.

Where the private sector is con-
cerned we are again having this prob-
lem. I accept that when you make an
industrial break-through or go ahead
with a crash programme of this na-
ture there will be shortfalls. I accept
that. But here the shortfalls are bot-
tomless pits ! Some of them are short-
falls from which we can never re-

cover. We have been com-
mitted to certain things which
cannot be retrieved. There
has been absolutely no plan-

ning—there is not even a semblance
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of a plan. One would have expected
that even in this madness there would
have been some method. The hon.
Member for Yatiyantota would be
surprised to know that not in a single
instance has a site plan been approved
or called for. The Ministry has func-
tioned so long without a statistics
Branch. How these industrial projects
were approved, how all this machi-
nery was approved—from whichever
source they came—without a statis-
tics branch I do not know. How they
have calculated the local component
of an industrial venture, we do not
know. Reports that should have been
available have not been taken into
consideration.

Everything is lop-sided. Commit-
ments are such that even to arrive at
some form of reorganization will take
some time. Take the case of alloca-
tions. You find that in some instances
if an allocation is 100 units as much as
90 units have been divided between
two people! The Hon. Minister has
taken very stern notice of this and is
taking drastic measures to see that
the list is broken down ; he adopted
drastic measures to see that this is
broken down and that the allocations
are spread out further.

SO sY Dt

(Bm. Ozarwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

For example ?

B sy HwlBom ©cn.

(8@ Qopevppeir gquBian)

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

Take for example the saree printing
business. Again, the problem arises
of certain companies being committed
to that amount of capital expenditure.
If you lessen their quota, they become
uneconomical units. So you have to
keep each of them going as an

economic unit, and there is only

one remedy for it: as there are so
many callers you have to spread it
out.

There is also the question of stan-
dards and prices. We have no stan-
dards bureau.

1065 enef @& 8

2006

—d Bend

@d8e 5. 98, cweld

(soorf G erer. erib. QUGrrT)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Do not blame anybody. All are
guilty of that.

oBE 05y Hwikody e,

(5. Qapdpperr suFian )

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

On this question of prices, we find
that prices, in many instances, were
inordinately high ; in some instances,
as high as two hundred to three
hundred per cent.

HnBwe O5Y. 8. cvecdsh

(ser G erer. erb. QUGTTT)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

There was an amendment{ moved
by me to the Income Tax Ordinance
that no tax rebate should be granted
if the articles were not of standard
quality and if prices were not fair.
That has not been implemented.

cBE 05 Hwlicdy .

(8. Qageppeir R Een )

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

As far as the Ministry is concerned,
we insist on having price checks and
also checking on the standards. We
are now working out the price struc-
ture. We have been successful in
many items like electric bulbs for
instance. I remember, at the time
thev came for a quota, we agreed
to give the quota asked for provided
they brought down the prices, and we
have asked for a report on that. I hear
the reason for the shorter lighting
hours of a bulb is that they have got
a shorter filament than the cne they
ordered. This is something that I
came to know aesut only when
we investigated into the matter.
Apart from that, when the
bulb factory began, their breakage
was about 25 per cent.; after three
and a half years, and they are now
going on their fourth year, the break-
age is still the same, 25 per cent. It
is a shocking state of affairs that
should not be permitted to continue
any further.
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[evdony &wlon @cs, ]

So, the Ministry, apart from those
attempts to improve the industries,
is also addressing itself to exports.
There are certain items I would like
to mention. I do not want to say that
the previous Government did not do
anything. They did, but they did it
in the wrong way unfortunately. A
number of items that are produced
here today are of world standard,
and they can find an export market.
We are pursuing that too. We have
been successful in many instances
such as batteries, shirts

w8e 957, O8. cuedd
(soor f G erer. erib. QUCrrrT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

There is a demand from Burma for
fans.

e 05y Lty .

(B Qopepper gublEan)

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

1 can tell you about fans. The manu-
factured price is between Rs. 375 and
Rs. 500. The Minister has asked that
they manufacture and sell a fan for
Rs. 150. So we are trying to do the
best we can. The Minister of Indus-
tries is trying his very best to meet
all the problems that face us.

e @5y .

(& . Qs eorLo6oT )

(Mr. Keuneman)

What about the unused lines of
credit ?

e85y Lwl.an Q.
(8. Dopsdppeir guFEaD)
(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)
I am coming to that.

The hon. Member for Mannar also
raised a number of matters regarding
an industry for his electorate. One
thing I would like to say is that the
siting of industries cannot go by
electorates.

@8n Y. 98, eweld
(sonflG erar. erib. QuCTIT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Hear ! hear!

Bewldn @eds) VeBVC®H

2008

—206® e3End
cu@ sy Hwlicn Swn.
(B Qapod pper gubiegn)
(Mr., Shelton Jayasinghe)
That is not possible. Qur country is

paying bitterly for this tremendous
error.

@8 Y. 08, cweld
(seorfl G erer. erib. QuGrTT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Quite right.

cuE OnY Lwiledy Oci.

(B Gapedpper apwSmen)

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

I am sure my Minister will not
agree to things like that. It will be
according to some sort of plan.

mDln Y. O, cveld
(seorfl5) erer. eTtb. QuGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Let the experts decide.

cu@ o5y Hwi.xy Swn.

(8w Qupepper gublban)

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

If the plan says certain industries
should be sited at certain places, that
will be done.

The hon. Third Member for
Colombo Central (Mr. Keuneman)
raised the question of the credit line
with G. D. R.

e®OsY Oc.
(5m. Qaarwear)
(Mr. Keuneman)
Not only G. D. R.

(8. Caporpper guPman)
(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

You raised the specific question of
the G. D. R. credit line.

e@%Y .
(5. Qaariper)
(Mr. Keuneman)
Avdicalso others.
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QBCE Oy Hwllory S,

(8@ Qapedpper gublian)

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

As far as I am concerned, I would
like to say that at the moment the
Ministry is addressing its mind to it.
The Ministry has worked out a
scheme. It was negotiated by
the hon. Member for Yatiyantota
(Dr. N. M. Perera) when he was a
Minister, and it envisages quite a
number of projects. Of course, the
plans, the feasibility plans, will have
to be vetted, approved and accepted.
What is envisaged is the expansion
of the Veyangoda spinning mills, the
finishing plant which was formerly
intended to be sited at Pugoda, the
chemical fibre group which includes
a nylon and polyester plant, and
extensions to the Paranthan Chemi-
cals, with caustic soda, chlorine,
chlorined rubber, sulphuric acid,
bakelite, aluminium sulphate, soda
ash, etc.

e sY Dca.

(8. Qaerwer)
(Mr. Keureman)

How much is the credit line ?

CBC OnY Hw&ods Scam.

(B®. Qapedppeir guBisan)

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

You cannot expect me to say that
just now. It has got to be accepted
according to the proportions of ex-
penses.. Then only you will be able
to say that so much would come out
of that credit line. We are well on
the way to wusing it. We have
already negotiated the possibilities.

Then the question of the Oils and
Fats Corporation was raised by the
hon., Member for Devinuwara
He made such a good speech
that I do not want to sit down
without making some reference
to it. He wanted us to take
all the copra and extract oil
from copra. There is a limit to the
capacity of the plant to extract oil,
and we cannot possibly exceed it.
The hon. Member for Devinuwara
missed one point: the oils and fats
plant was not put up to extract oil

1965 e ed = @8 8

2010

—endm Bend

from copra but to extract Ioil from
poonac. It is a high extraction plant
and we want to use the solvent pro-
cess to get oil. Normally in poonac
there is about 12 per cent oil. The
extraction plant at Seeduwa extracts
about 10 per cent. of the 12 per cent.
oil in poonac. I find that by this we
are having a saving of Rs. 2 million
in foreign exchange. The Oils and
Fats Corporation is now undertaking
on its own as many activities as it
possibly can undertake successfully.
We are also going to have a proven-
der plant for mixing animal food, and
also for extracting oil from poonac.
At the same time we are also trying
to export mixed animal food and
extract gingelly oil. Gingelly oil
will be used for the manufacture of
margarine, and this would serve as a
substitute for butter. Therefore, we
are making every endeavour to grow
as much gingelly as possible in
this country. Many of the corpora-
tions that had been lulled into a
contented slumber during the last
few years are now being awakened.

gl 25, 8. euedd,)
(soorfl 5 ereir. erib. QuGrmir)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Do not spoil a good speech.

CBE OB oy @cn.
(8m. Qagev pper suAmen)
(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

I hope, Sir, we will have the co-
operation of the Opposition.

gl D5y, 8. cmelb
(sorf& erer. erib. QuGrrr)
(Dr. N, M. Perera)

Sure.

B 0% ety e,

(8@ Qapepppair equGman)

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

To whatever party we may belong,
I hope we will get the co-operation
of every hon. Member of this House
in these ventures for the develop-
mentiofithis country.
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&, it By mecded S (€3
mCEd 6cdm &5F)

(@ @ @FLU Beremr@ovLieni—ibL L &
&orLiL) @)T e LT OIS G Gl )

(Mr. A. Latiff Sinnalebbe—Second
Batticaloa)
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(The Chairman)

Hon. member for Akmeemana. You
are allowed five minutes for your
speech.
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(Mr. A. D. S. de Silva—Akmeemana)
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a& 8, 8. @f. 9RdIA»
(Qsorrar te. 1F. gyi. @ewaser)
(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

Mr. Chairman, before I deal with
the main questions that were raised,
and before I explain the industrial
policy of this Government, of my
Ministry, I would like to dispose of
two important matters.

The hon. Member for Yatiyantota,
a responsible, senior member of this
House, made a charge against the
Chairman of the National Textile
Corporation  this morning. The
charge was that Mr. Lakshman
Rajapaksa had persuaded, or succeed-
ed in getting, the National Textile
Corporation to pay his private bills
at the resthouse at Hambantota. He
challenged me.

Personally, I could not believe that
such a thing was possible, and I was
very worried from the time the hon.
Member made that statement this
morning.
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The Permanent Secretary of the
Ministry got in touch with the
National Textile Corporation, and I
have a letter here from the Chair-
man of the National Textile Corpora-
tion dated 8th September 1965. I
shall read it out.

“The Permanent Secretary,

Ministry of Industries and Fisheries,
48, Jinaratana Road,

Colombo 2.

Dear Sir,

1 refer to the telephone conversation
your Mr. Elkaduwa had with our
accountant this morning when a request
was made that I should submit a state-
ment in relation to the allegations made
by Dr. N. M. Perera in Parliament.
Following are the facts:

A conference was held at the Hamban-
tota Salt Corporation circuit bungalow
followed by a tour of the cotton grow-
ing areas of the Hambantota district on
the 17th and 18th July 1965 in connec-
tion with the cotton cultivation project
which is to be undertaken by the Cor-
poration. The following were present:

Mr. Lakshman Rajapakse, Chairman,

National Textile Corporation,

Dr. L. R. Panabokke, Head of the Land
Acquisition Division of the De-
partment of Irrigation,

Dr. Edwin Jayanetti, Head of the
Tobacco Division, Department of
Agriculture,

Mr. I. P, Nanayakkara, Manager, Cot-
ton Project, Ambalantota,

Mr. D. P. Navaratnam, Technical

Officer, National Textile Corpora-

tion, Veyangoda,

Mr. V. K. Piyasena, President, Magam-
pura Multi-purpose Co-operative
Union Ltd., Tissamaharama,

Mr. N. P. Amaratunga, O.I.C., Cotton
Development Project, Ambalan-
tota,

Mr. N. Weeraratna, Vice-Chairman,
Magampura Multi-purpose Co-
operative Union Ltd., Tissamaha-
rama,

Mr. G. I. D. 1. Ekanayaka, M. S., Pera-
ileniya, Department of Agricul-
ure,

Mr. G. G. Niles, D.A.E.O.,, Hamban-
tota,

Bewids @575 @7 VC®

2020
—zndm Bemd

Mr. I. Edirisinghe, Office Assistant,
National Textile Corporation, and

D. Y. C. Perera, Development
Officer, National Textile Corpora-
tion.

Mr,

Since these officers had travelled from
various parts of the Island to assist the
Corporation in this venture, I considered
it only fair that they should be enter-
tained to lunch at the Hambantota rest-

house. The resthouse bill, including
occupation charges, amounted to
Rs. 185.20.

At the meeting of the Board of tle
Corporation held on the 21st July 1965,
I informed the Directors who were
present, of the conference held at Ham-
bantota and the fact that I was quite
prepared personally to meet the expenses
involved.

The Board, however, insisted that
since these officers had been summoned
to assist the Corporation in this venture
without the Corporation being called
upon to meet any expenditure on their
travelling and subsistence and so on, it
would only be proper for the Corpora-
tion to meet the expenditure involved in
entertaining them to lunch.

1 wish to emphasise the fact that it
was only after the Board decision, that
this payment was made.

It will therefore be seen that the
allegation made by Dr. Perera to the
effect that my private resthouse bills had
been met by the Corporation is grossly
incorrect. ”

I hope the hon. Member for Yati-
yantota, even at this stage, will admit
to this House that what he stated
this morning was not the truth.

Gnde 3. 8. exeld;
(soor 85 erer. erib. QUCrrT)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)
I will, after checking up.

ad 8. 8. @8 9sdidn

(Qzerres 1o. 1F. oyif. (&6mreui H6)

(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

I did not expect from a senior and
responsible Member of this House
conduct of that nature, and he gets
away very often with this sort of
thing. Had Mr. Lakshman Raja-
paksa been out of town today, per-
haps I would not have succeeded or
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the Ministry would not have
succeeded in getting this
information.—[Interrupiion].  This
leader, ex-Finance Minister, ex-

Leader of the Opposition, entered
this Chamber in March 1936. If you
will read over the pages of HANSARD
from March 1936, I wonder how
many untruths you will discover in
his statements! It would be an
interesting study. I do not want to
say anything more than that. And
the House and the country will know
that, when Dr. Perera makes a state-
ment of this type, it is necessary to
check the facts before accepting it.

I will now come to the other
beauty, the hon. Third Member for
Colombo Central (Mr. Keuneman).
He got up in a hurry last evening
during the Adjournment Debate and
related certain things to this House.

eSO BY @,

(8. Qserwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

I wanfted an inquiry.

ad 8, 8. @ld. 9;miam

(Qserre; . (F. yi. @ewrerger)

(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

I said I will inquire into the matter
and I have inquired into it. I can
tell you that it was the most mis-
chievous piece of information that
the hon. Member placed hefore this
House. So far as I am concerned, I
do not propose to place the facts be-
fore the House till the court comes
to a decision in the case that is pend-
ing. It was a mischievous and a
very ill-advised question that the
hon. Member asked last evening
when we were all in a hurry to go.
And the hon. Member for Yatiyan-
tota pursued the same subject this
morning against the same officer.
As the matter is before the courts I
do not propose to deal with it but as
soon as it is settled, as soon as there
is a decision of the court, I propose
to make a full statement on this
question. The hon. Third Member for
Colombo Central can sieep till then
because I do not propose to give him
any more information till the court
decides.

1965 eaed @5 8
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SWBOBY .
(B, Gsarwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

Is it correct that that money has
been paid? Do you deny that
statement ?

ad B, 8. @d. 9ediim

(Qsorres o, 1§, gyi. @ewreur S6)

(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

I am not going to answer your
question. The matter is before the
courts.

EDDOBY Do

(Bm. Queriosr)
(Mr. Keuneman)
That question is not before the

courts.

oé 8, 8. @d. amdidm

(Qserres w. (9. gyi. @ewansen)

(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

A very much more important
matter is before the courts.

I shall now deal with the questions

that were raised regarding the work
of my Ministry and the departments
under it. I will start with the most
senior Member first, the hon. Mem-
ber for Yatiyantota. He does not
believe that the geological survey
has done any good or that the direc-

tor of the geological survey has been
doing useful work.

a8 Y. 98, cuedbh
(sorf Q) erem. erib. QUCrar)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)
I did not say anything of the kind.

ad 8. 8. @l 9mdIdmn

(Qzerses to. 1F. . e ser)

(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

Well, you thought he was too old
to be there—just as I am supposed
is be too old to be here!

e DY, 08, cweds
(soor f &G erer. erib. QuCrow)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

No. I do not want the Hon.
Minister:

ad 8, 8. . om=dEdm
(Cserres o. . gy (@& Tl Feor )
(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

I am not giving way. The hon.
Member for Yatiyantota said that he
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[0 8 8. @8 qémddam]
has been the director in that depart-
ment for over twenty years. And

what was the inference? That he
was not doing any useful work.

Gndw OvY. 8. cuedd
(sorfG erer. erib. QuUGram)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

All that I say is that the House has
not been given information about the
work done.

a& 8, 8. @d. 2ndiAm

(Quorras to. 1F. . @eoreurser)

(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

I shall give you information which
you can chew a bit.

Details of the work done by the
Geological Survey Department are
grouped under three heads.

A. Geological Mapping: By a
series of reconnaissance traverses the
main geological formations in the Is-
land and their boundaries have been
established, and a preliminary geolo-
gical map on the scale of one inch to
12 miles published.

Since 1954 systematic mapping
has been in progress on the scale of
two inches to the mile and two maps
(Polonnaruwa and Rangala) have
been published on the cne inch scale.
As at June 1965, nine other com-
pleted maps are with the Surveyor-
General for printing on the one inch
scale. These include Gampaha,
Avissawella, Alutgama, Ratnapura,
Rakwana, Chilaw, Battulu-Oya,
Puttalam and Galgamuwa sheets.
One of these sheetg has been with the
Surveyor-General since December
1962 and three sheets since 1963.
There is much delay in the printing
of the geological maps.

Besides the maps mentioned above,
the mapping of three other one inch
sheets has been completed and will
be sent to the Surveyor-General for
printing before the end of the year.

These include the Dandagamuwa,
Ambalangoda and  Ambalantota
sheets.

Partially completed maps, where
geological mapping is now in pro-

gress, include the Wariyapola,
Hatton, Kurunegala and Nalanda
sheets.
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A structure map orn the scale of
one inch-four miles has been pub-
lished in four sections. This map will
be of great use in mineral explora-
tion work.

B. Mineral Exploration : The main
surveys carried out by the Geological
survey Department in the field of

mineral exploration are summarized
as follows :—

Cement Raw Materials: 20,000,000
tons of high grade limestone were
proved by core drillng in the Putta-
lam North region. This quantity is
adequate for a 200,000 ton cement
plant for a period of forty years.
Adequate clay deposits have also
been proved within a distance of a
mile from the limestone deposits.
These investigations carried out by
the Geological Survey have been the
basis on which the new cement
works in Puttalam have been
planned.

Iron Ores: The work of the Geolo-
gical Survey in the forties had
proved the existence of limonitic iron
ores scattered at a number of points
throughout the south-west sector of
the Island, principally in the Ratna-
pura District. The ores have been
estimated at approximately 2.4
million tons with an average grade
ranging from 52-54 per cent. iron.

g. on. 415

Since then the search for further
deposits of iron ore to meet the
requirements of the iron and steel
plant have continued unabated, high
priority being given to the explor-
ation of iron ores in the department’s
program of mineral exploration. The
first success was achieved in 1958-
59 when banded iron ores were dis-
covered at Wilagedera, near Sanda-
lankawa in the Kurunegala District.
The deposit is small amounting to
between 100,000 to 150,000 tons of
high grade magnetite. Intensive
work carried out since has led to the
discovery of a large deposit of iron
ore in the Kottekanda-Panirendawa
area. This deposit is estimated to
contain 5.6 million tons of high grade
magnetite assaying 65 per cent. iron
andddsnthe largest known iron ore
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deposit so far discovered in the Is-
land, exceeding the tetal reserves of
all the ore fields in the south-west
sector.

Intensive geophysical work is con-
tinuing in neighbouring areas to
detect further extensions of the
Kottekanda-Panirendawa deposit

Ceramic Raw Materials: A very
large deposit of kaolin was proved in
the Boralesgamuwa area, south-east
of Colombo. Several million tons of
high-grade kaolin are available.

Quartz and felspar deposits also in
use in the ceramic industry have
been proved during recent surveys
and are adequate to meet the reqire-
ments of the local industry.

Recent surveys in the Kalutara
area have also revealed the presence
of ball clay suitable for the ceramic
industry. With this discovery all the
raw material needed for the ceramic
industry can be obtained locally.

Dolomite : Large reserves of dolo-
mite amounting to several millions
of tons, capable of meeting the
entire requirements of iron and
steel, glass and other industries,
have been proved in the Ratnapura
and Matale Districts.

Beach mineral sands: Extensive
surveys have also been carried out on
beach mineral sands, and the Ceylon
Mineral Sands Corporation is exploit-
ing the largest and best known of the
beach sand deposits. I will come to
that question a little later. This has
been made possible by the investiga-
tions carried out by the Geological
Survey Department.

Then, in the field of engineering,
to heip construction work, although
the main work of the department is
geological mapping and mineral
investigation a great deal of work
has been done in connection with
engineering projects for the study of
foundation conditions for major
civil engineering works. As a result,
the Government and government-
sponsored corporations have been
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able to obtain valuable data on
foundation conditions expeditiously
without having recourse to contrac-
tors, and at a very much lower cost.
These projects include rubber, tyre
and steel projects, the second cement
works at Puttalam, the clinker
grinding plant at Galle, the textile
mills at Veyangoda and Pugoda, the
hardware project, the flour grinding
mill and the proposed oil refinery
and the fertilizer project.

Very valuable work. We know
that since Dr. Ananda Coomara-
swamy started his work in this
country in this field, for a number of
years no work whatever was done
till Dr. Wadia did some very valuable
work during the war and immedi-
ately after. But, after that period,
Dr. Fernando and a team of young
geologists in the department have
done invaluable work. It is based on
their work that most of our indus-
tries—the big industries we can
expand and continue for a number
of years ; these are capital intensive
industries—will be started.

The hon. Member for Akuressa
referred to a report by technical
officers of the Geological Survey. It
is true that a report has been sub-
mitted. The director has looked into
this question and he will place before
the Ministry any recommendations
he proposes to make.

I want to refer to some matters
connected with the question of
minerals. There too my hon. Friend,
the Member for Yatiyantota

@ DY, 28, ecuedl
(serflG) erer. erib. QuGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

What ?

ad B, 8. @l @ndiun
(Qaorres 1o, 1. oyi. @ewreir gar)
(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

nearly sold it to Japan at a
very low price.
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@ Y. 8. cueld

(sarfg erew. erid. QUGTIT)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

What ?

@é B, 8. @i, RdIIm
(Qzeorres (. T, %Jﬁn". @Eﬁfﬁuﬁ"ﬁim)
(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)
Yes, I will read your letter.

G Y. 98, evedd

(sor & erer. erb. QuGrar)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Yes, certainly. I have nothing to

hide.

o& 8. 8. ¥, @eadBam

(Qoerres to. (F. yi. @ewreursar)

(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)
“Dr. N. M. Perera, Minister of Finance,

The Government of Ceylon, ¢/o Imperial
Hotel, Tokyo, 14th September, 1964.”

a2 ds DY, 9. evedd
(sarf S erer. ern. QuGrar)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I was in Tokyo ?

ad 8, 8. ¢d. 9&adiA»
(Qzerra te. (F. oyi. @ewraiger)
(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

Tokyo, Tokyo. You do not remem-
ber ? Before your bladder was taken
out you visited Tokyo.

@B O5Y. 8. cvedd
(s Bl&E erer. orib. QuGTrrT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I do not like dirty insinuations.

oad 8, 8. ¢f. 9eaddam»
(Gseroar to. (T, opi. @ewraui ser)
(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

No insinuations. The Government
paid that bill.

P Y. B, euels
(soor & erer. orb. QuBrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Of course, not. That was a confer-
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your own Minister of Finance is
going next month. What is wrong in
that ?

ad B, 8. §8. 9diR»
(Qaerras . (F. . @erarser)
(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

Sit down. I will tell you some
more.

Gnde 2uY. 8. cueds
(sarfG erer. erb. QuGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Yes, certainly.

aé 8. 8. @d. 9&diAn
(Qzorres te. (9. gyi. @errenrser)
(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)
It is very, very interesting, Sir.

@i O3y, 90, cweds
(sorf& erer. ertb. QuGrem)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Sure.

BENVRDHS
(2 &@rreeri )
(The Chairman)

He is merely reading your letter.—
[Interruption.]

ad 8. 8. @l 9HAP
(Qserrey to. 1§, QY. @GeToUTG6T)
(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)
I am reading his letter, Sir.

BB BHS:
(&R rreeri )
(The Chairman)

Order, please! Hon. Minister, do
not make any personal remarks.

ad B. 8. &l 9HdEAD
(Qzerrar . §. syi. @ewraiser)
(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

These are not personal remarks. I
am making a factual statement.

L3N BB
(S &S rraeri )
(The Chairman)

ence, I attended, of the Finance  In making a factual statement, do
Ministers at Tokyo. That is where not make any insinuations.
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ad 8. 8. @l. 9HISA®

(Qaerres to. (F. Q. @ewreser)

(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

I am not making any insinuations.

BEIBHS
(sBrrseri)
(The Chairman)

Hon. Members, please do not
interrupt, because when you inter-
rupt when a letter is being read, it is
not possible for anyone to listen to
it and understand it.

ad B, B. 8. edEam

(Oserren 1o. 1. 9. @ewreui ger)

(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)
4 SIT,

. Re: Purchase of Tailings.

In response to your invitation that we
make an offer for the purchase of tail-
ings from the Ceylon Mineral Sands
Corporation, we have much pleasure in
submitting the following proposal for
your favourable consideration.

As already explained, we are most
willing to co-operate with the Corpora-
tion in seeing to it that the Corporation
derives the best benefits from its opera-
tions at Pulmoddai. We therefore accept
the Corporation’s decision to carry on
separation of the tailings by setting up
a plant of its own at Pulmoddai and
furthermore, shall be glad to render
whatever assistance is necessary on this
contemplated programme through Mr, I.
Ono as per our Technical Service Agree-,
ment.

However, in view of the difficulties
anticipated in separation due to the ex-
ceptional fine nature of the tailings, the
various adverse economic factors to be
encountered if the work is carried out on
the spot, as well as the need for further
substantial investments for the purpose,
we are convinced that it would serve the
best objects of the Corporation if the
tailings if not all then at least a portion
of it were sold in its present state.

We do not as yet have a separation
plant of our own in Japan for the tail-
ings but, with assurance of continued
minimum supplies of at least 15,000 tons
annually from the Corporation on a long
term basis, would be prepared to make
the necessary investments and establish
a separation plant for the purpose.
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Since production of Ilmenite itself
would be a pre-requisite for the accu-
mulation of tailings, we shall also be pre-
pared to consider purchasing increased
quantities of Ilmenite than hitherto (we
bought in all 35,000 tons in the 1964
shipping season) by gradually curtailing
our purchases from other sources. We
would therefore like to receive assurance
of long term supplies with respect of
Ilmenite also.

Inasmuch as we are and shall conti-
nue to be the biggest purchasers of
Ceylon Ilmenite hereafter also, we would
ask that the existing Sole Agency Agree-
ment (for Japan) be so revised as fto
provide for the extension over the entire
peri%d of the proposed Purchase Agree-
ment,

On the premises that the above will be
agreed upon, we submit the following
proposal :—...."

On the basis of this, Dr. Perera, the
Hon. Minister of Finance then,
wanted to know from the Minister
of Industries——

$la OnY. O3, exelsé
(ser BS erer. erth. QuCrar)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Quite right.

od 8. 8. 8. edBn
(Czerres te. (. QY. @i Ger )
(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)
Quite right, of course !

Dl Y. 8. cmeds
(sorfl@ erer. erb. QuGrar)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

What is wrong ?

od 8, 8 8. 9mOZAm
(Qaerra 1=, (T, QY. (HeIT T Fer)
(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

_ There is nothing wrong. I am glad
it was not accepted.

@da Y. 98, sueds,

(srB &5 orer. erth. QuGror)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

You tried to insinuate that I had
done something wrong.
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ad B, 8. qd. @@L
(Qzorras . . 2. (@6 auli G )
(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

You had done something wrong in
recommending. From my point of
view—[Interruption].

q!aamgcﬂ Y. é@. cuedd
(s 5 ere. erid. QuGrmomr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

It is most unfair. At least, in my
charge, I exonerated you. You must
not make charges like that.

adl 8, 8. 8. 9RITA®

(Ozorray 1. 1§, Zyi. @ewraliser)

(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

I am not making any charge. I say
you made a foolish proposal.

@D 8w dsY. 9O, ozeld

(s HE erer. ertb. QUGTTT)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Foolish ? Well, that is a different
matter.

ad 8. 8. 8. @HdERB

(Qzorras te. 7. %)5!1". @'mremf‘,siw)

(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

Had we accepted it, the corpora-
tion would have lost.

@B Y. OO, oweld

(sor G erer. erib. QuGTTT)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

You can have one idea and I can
have another. Do not accuse me of
doing anything shady.

RS o (O

(5@ rraeri)

(The Chairman)

Order, please! How can we go on
with the proceedings like this ?

s B, 8. @8, 9sndiAm

(Qaorrey to. (F. oyi. @ewrour ser)

(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

Sir, it was the decision of the
Ministry that we should proceed with
the setting up of a separate plant for

Bewlfm @55 @7 C®w
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separating rutile, zircon and mona-
zite. As a matter of fact, these are
the most valuable minerals we have.
Pulmoddai deposits are some of the
richest deposits in the world, second
only to Austrilian and perhaps South
Indian deposits.

@l D53, . cweld
(soor flG erer. arib. QuGrrm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Part of the deposits we lost in the
cyclone.

aé B, 8. @d. 9adERD

(Qserrea te. T, oyi. @erantsar)

(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

We lost a lot of things in the
cyclone. You knew that the cyclone
was coming.

@08 Y., 0. cweds
(sarf & erer. ertb. QuUCrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Yes.

ad 8. 8. @8 9&mdTA®

(Qaerra 2. 1F. oyi. @ewrarser)

(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

I hope you had prior information
when you went to Tokyo that the
cyclone was on the way. No, Sir,
What is important is this.

Ilmenite : In 1927 the world pro-
duction of ilmenite amounted to
35,000 tons. Twenty five years later
it had reached the million ton mark.
Production topped the two miliion
ton mark in 1959. Two years later it
amounted to 2.6 million tons. Austra-
lia has become the most important
producer, India is no longer an
important producer.

Rutile: In 1954 the world produc-
tion of rutile amounted to 54,000
tons, with Australia accounting for
over 90 per cent. of this production.
Rutile production reached its peak
in 1957 with a total of 15940V tons.
The point T am trying to make is that
this is a very important metal in the
titanium group—metals used largely
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in aeronautical space flight. There-
fore, if we succeed in separating
zircon and rutile from the “ tailings ”,
it will be an important step. There
is no reason why we should not do
it. The department is quite competent
to tackle this problem. The corpora-
tion has already decided to set up a
plant to separate these important
mineral sands.

‘Before I deal with the question of
the private sector, I wish to touch on
some of the corporations in the public
sector. I shall start with metals,
metallurgy, and heavy engineering
industries.

In regard to the Steel Corporation,
I should like to say that the corpora-
tion hopes to complete the first stage
of the construction work. This is a
project which we have been able to
start and continue with the assistance
we receive from the Soviet Union.

According to the present arrange-
ments, the first stage should be com-
pleted some time in 1966 ; that is, the
rolling mill should go into commis-
sion before the end of 1966. We are
not quite satisfied with the progress
that has been made in the construc-
tion work. I am not blaming the
officers in the Ministry or the officers
in the corporation. I am only blaming
the Government and the Minister
who was in charge.

g on, 4.30

All engineering works connected
with stage one of the steel project,
comprising the rolling mill for the
rolling merchant section and the wire
rod mill for drawing wire and for the
manufacture of wire products, will
be completed by the end of this year,
according to my note; but, I think,
it will certainly not be till next year.
The installation of machinery and
equipment is expected to be com-
pleted by August 1966. The second
and third stages of the project,
which provide for steel making with
local scrap and imported pig iron
and the manufacture of pig iron with
local iron ore and charcoal or
imported coke, may be subject to a

1065 eef @8 8
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thorough reassessment before imple-
mentation.

I have already mentioned iron ore
surveys.

The Hardware Corporation should
go into commission before the end of
this year, producing very important
and valuable articles for agriculture
and industry, mammoties, alavangoes
and various other requisites for far-
mers and small industrialists.

I have already mentioned the addi-
tional capital grant of Rs. 2.3 million
to be provided in 1965 for the Mineral
Sands Corporation. That is for the
new separation plant.

The production of ilmenite will be
stepped up from 60,000 to 72,000 tons
during the next year. With the sett-
ing up of the proposed by-products
factory, the corporation will be pro-
cessing the full quantity of beach
sands and tailings set out in the origi-
nal target. The corporation took
steps recently to secure buyers in
Europe and explore the prospects
of ilmenite sales in Europe. We have
already found a market for ilmenite
in Europe.

In regard to the Salt Corporation,
my hon. Friend the Member for
Devinuwara will understand the
situation in which we were. We had
to import salt from abroad for even
our domestic needs, not to speak of
our industrial needs. But I think this
year we would be able to build up
sufficient stocks to at least meet our
domestic requirements.

Paranthan Chemicals—We propose
to reorganize the plant there and pro-
duce caustic soda, which it is already
producing, and by-products from
chlorine. I suppose the line of credit
extended by the G. D. R. will be used
for reorganizing this plant and build-
ing a salt based chemical industry at
Paranthan.

The Cement Corporation—The ter-
minal grinding plant is virtually com-
plete but the difficulties we envi-
saged, when people were pressing for
that plant, the country has to face |
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[0 & 8 qd. ®e#d8Am]
today. There is the question of trans-
port ; the harbour has not been com-
pleted, loading and unloading facili-
ties have to be provided. In the mean-
time, we thought we might be able
to make use of this plant to grind
clinker imported from Japan or some
other country but it does not look as
if even that is possible because the
harbour facilities, particularly the
unloading facilities, have not been
completed. So we have to fall back
on the old railway to transport clinker
from Kankesanturai by railway
wagons, There again the railway is
faced with the problem of shortage of
wagons and locomotives.

When this question was raised two
years ago, when the expansion of the
Kankesanturai Harbour was taken
up, the last Government—the
S 1,FP. Government—and even the
Coalition Government did not start
that with the result that we have to
wait at least another two to three

ears before harbour facilities are
available to transport clinker by
steamer, by sea, by water transport,
to Galle. So that is the situation in
which we find ourselves. The General
Manager of Railways has taken

urgent steps.
cedemnben . &f. SHOR»

(QrgLi eTew. - ofl&ri@ean)

(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

Mr. Mahanama Samaraweera.

ad 8. 8. @8. 9HmILEI%

(Qaorrey to. (9. QY. @Gewreur F6T)

(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

Well, anyway, your Mrs. Bandara-
naike’s Government, your leader’s
Government.

aé sy BRlew

(Qsorros om&E5HaUT R

(An hon. Member)

So-called.

@ad B, 8. @8 9BAm

(Qaerrey to. (7. oy @mrausi',,fea'r)

(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

The so-called socialist leader’s Gov-
ernment. That is the situation in
which we are. In regard to the other
industries too, we are more or less in
the same situation.

Rewddey @55 Qex VEw
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I do not want to go into the question
of the public sector. Valuable capi-
tal has been invested in good machi-
nery, good factories, sometimes with-
out consulting the experts who should
have been consulted, locating factories
because a member of Mrs. Sirimavo
Bandaranaike’s Government wanted a
factory somewhere. You find letter
after letter in the files asking that a
particular factory be opened at once,
before the election comes, at least
before the date of election. What
happened ? One .of the boilers burst
at the tile factory at Weuda. You
know the situation at Anuradhapura.
There is limestone in the clay, you
cannot have good tiles if you have
lime-stone in the clay. I was in-
formed by the Chairman of the Small
Industries Corporation that you
have to transport from Anuradha-
pura 10 per cent. of the clay reguired
for the tiles in Yatiyana.

Sir, we are still in the parangiya
Kotte giya era. So far as some of
our industries are concerned, valu-
able advice of experts who know
their work has been disregarded.

0né Oy Bolewwy

(Qserras oyE&ssal eHaur)

(An hon. Member)

Is the Yatiyana clay not suitable ?

wd 8, 8. @d. @&addAm

(Qzorrey o, §. yi. @eweui sar)

(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

Yatiyana clay is not suitable unless
it is mixed with ‘some other clay to
bring it to standard.

coDemnde . . SOEH.»
(Q_réLi erow. a. HErwHman)
(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

That factory was built by the
U.N.P. Government.

ad 8. 8. @8, 9RdBA®

(Qzerre . (F. oyi. @erau ser)

(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

It was not put up by the U. N. P.

Government ; it was put up by the
S. L. F. P. Government.
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oe@emdnEe V. ¥, TV
(A& erew. . COEF NGl
(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

The decision was taken by the
U. N. P. Government.

&. ow. 445

ad 8. 8. @8, @dian

(Qserrey to. F. Y. (& 6T 6ull ST )

(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

1 do not know. You have to get
the advice of the technical experts.
The technical experts were there,
willing to give advice and they had
given advice since 1963. We have
had very valuable advice on the suit-
ability of various clay products. You
cannot site a factory merely because
some Member wants a factory some-
where. You have to first study
whether the raw material is availa-
ble. Do not blame the U. N. P,
blame yourself. Blame the Minister
of Industries who was there, Mr.
Maithripala Senanayeke, the hon.
Member for Medawachchiya. The
present National Government will
look into these questions, cut down
unnecessary costs and bring about
the necessary correctives to see that
these industries are run economi-
cally.

The hon. Third Member for
Colombo Central (Mr. Pieter Keune-
man) wanted to know whether we
are going to give up the public sec-
tor. No. The public sector is going
to stay just as the railway has stayed.
Water and gas have always been
nationalized. The railway has been
a nationalized concern; the post
office has been a national concern,
the telephone

@B O, D8, euedl
(sorf B erer. ertb. QuGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Water and gas ?

ad 8. 8. @8. 922ddn
(Ozerrey te. (T. 2pi. @ewTail sor)
(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

Water and gas were Webbs’ first
nationalized schemes in England.
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od o Bodow
(Glser e 15 G ST (BT )
(An hon. Member)
Who did it here ?

ad 8. 8. 8. @RIEID

(Qaorras to. 1F. . @mraj.-'i;fgsm)

(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

We had it here under the imperia-
list Government.

¢ owmBw BODER® T,
(9. 9 Qsrisy A Pleui g )
(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena)
Are you going back ?

aé B, 8. @&. @ HDEAD

(Qaerres 1o (F. 2. @ e el S )

(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

If you come back {to power by
some vagary of the ballot box, you
might hand over these undertakings
to some inefficient people and even
the public sector here might
lose. But so far as the National Gov-
ernment is concerned we propose to
look into these questions carefully
and bring down costs. We propose 19
look into the industries which have
been located in places which are not
suitable. Even if we have to shift a
factory from the present site to some
other place we intend to do it in
order to see that the factory is able
to produce articles we can sell at a
reasonable price in competition with
other articles. Simply because you
have sited a factory without looking
into all the factors that operate for
the efficiency of a particular industry
we are not going to allow it to remain
there. We have already decided
that the second textile mill cannot be
put up at Pugoda for very obvious
reasons. We have to consider the
transport facilities. And there is the
fact that practically all the approach
roads, except the newly constructed
Mandawala road which has not been
completed, are subject to floods, go
under water during a minor flood,
and of course during a major flood
you do not even know where this
place is. We do not want to repeat
this.

We propose to tackle the question
of absenteeism at factories. If
absenteeism at Veyangoda is nearly
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30 per cent., at Pugoda it will be

nearly 45 to 50 per cent. because

during the rainy season, due to

floods—even during minor floods—

people will certainly keep away.

A& BPODGES
(Qsermau G & & BT F )
(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

The cement factory ?

ad 8. 8. @d. QRITNBY
(Qsorrey 1o 1F. Y. @eraurGer)
(The Hon D. P. R. Gunawardena)

The question of the cement factory
was just mentioned. I do not want
to comment on it.

So far as the public sector is con-
cerned we propose to develop and
stimulate it, cut down unnecessary
expenditure and produce articles
which can compete with articles from
other countries.

In this connection I think I
should mention to you the question
of the standards bureau. You are
aware that last year this House
passed a Bill, and the Bureau of
Standards can now be set up. There
are defects in that piece of legislation
but we are not going to wait. We
propose to set up a Bureau of
Standards before the end of this
month. Practically every necessary
step has been taken to set it up.
And after setting up the Bureau of
Standards various panels will look
into the different articles we produce
in this country with regard to the
question of standards. Some of you
will be able to shave without un-
fhecessarily cutting your face with
certain so-called razor blades. We
propose to have a set-up to look into
all these matters in the public as
well as in the private sectors and
to lay down the necessary standards
that have to be complied with in
order to make an industrial product
saleable.

The question of an industrial
advisory council was raised. We
are working in a mixed economy.
That is, the public sector is there
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and the private sector is there. The
private sector is by far the larger
one. But what is important is to
see that incentives are given to
expand production. The Ministry
proposes to give every possible
assistance to the private sector to
increase production. That is our
main problem today.

It is useless just starting indus-
tries on import substitution wunless
you can assist those industries to get
on their feet. During my speech on
the Second Reading of the Appro-
priation Bill I surveyed the situation
in some of the industries, the over-
capitalization that has taken place
in some industries, the unnecessary
waste of valuable capital. We do
not propose to ask those industria-
lists who were given approval by
your Government to close down
those industries. We will try our
best to help them to produce an
article that can be sold here and to
find an export market for the
eXCcess.

We propose to set up an export
advisory council in co-operation
with the private industrialists.
There are two lines of development
we propose to follow. There will be
capital—intensive industries which
will employ very few people but
they will be modern. They will
have the most modern, up-to-date
machinery. But along with these
capital—intensive industries we pro-
pose to start small-scale labour-
intensive industries where our main
objective is to give employment ;
even if we have to spread the indus-
try over a period of 10 or 12 years it
does not matter.

So we propose to follow two lines
of policy. The bigger industries
will be capital—intensive employing
only a very few people. But we
propose to have largely in the
smaller towns and in the rural areas
a very large number of medium and
small industries, and the Govern-
ment will give every assistance
possible—technical advice, credit
facilities and various other methods
of helping these industries—to see
that they work and give employment
to a fairly large number of people.
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I do not like the development of
some of the horizontal and vertical
trusts that are coming into exis-
tence. We propose to take from
some of those industries and permit
the rise of a larger number of
smaller industries with Government
assistance.

The question of utilizing the lines
of credit extended to us by various
countries is being explored in rela-
tion to various projects in the public
sector. The National Government
is prepared to get assistance from
every quarter, from the capitalist
world as well as the socialist world ;
and the socialist countries have
been helping us. I have not the
slichtest doubt that in the coming
years they will help us to a greater
extent because we can build indus-
tries which will be of some use to
them too.

The agreement signed by the then
Minister of Finance, the hon. Member
for Yatiyantota, last year with the
G.D.R. will be explored fully and that
line of credit will be utilized in rela-
tion to some of the projects that the
hon. Parliamentary Secretary men-
tioned—the development of the salt-
based chemical industries, the
expansion of the cotton industries and
the textile industries.

I want to say a word or two about
the Fisheries Department and the
Fisheries Corporation. I never said
that I disagree with or disapprove
of the Fisheries Plan. What I said
was that it is not the work of this
Government. The corporation was
set up, the officers worked very hard
and produced a plan according to
their understanding. It is a very
valuable plan. But it is not a plan
of this Government or the Minister.
The plan was worked out by the
officers of the corporation; it is a
very valuable plan containing valu-
able matter. Some of the proposals
therein we can adopt without any
fear at once; others we have to
modify as we go along. Our experi-
ence this year in working some of the
proposals will tell us what modifica-
tions are necessary in order to make
the plan more efficient.
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I do not agree fully with the hon.
Member for Devinuwara. My hon.
Friend from Devinuwara is a very
cautious man. Sometimes he is over-
cautious. Even when he was Minis-
ter of Industries and Fisheries he
was too cautious. As a matter of
fact he was not anxious to launch
even the 3i-ton mechanized boat.
But you see that what was launched
in 1958 has resulted in increasing the
catch. It is true that he was unable
to catch very much in Ambalangoda,
but he has made a good catch at
Devinuwara. So why not launch out
in a somewhat larger boat, if
necessary ? Why not go right into
the deep and see whether you can
find fish there or not ?

There is considerable disagreement
as to the extent—[Pause]. These
things do not come to me naturally.
Some effort is needed on my part to
understand the problems of this
industry. There is considerable dis-
agreement as to the continental shelf
—its extent and its depth—and at
what depth you find fish. There is
considerable  disagreement even
among leading scientists ; so laymen
like ourselves have to study these
matters a little more carefully.
There are some scientists who sup-
port the somewhat rosy—exagger-
ated, they say—potential catch that
the five-year plan envisages. There
are others who say it is too exagger-
ated, that it is not safe to take the
maximum potential, that it might be
better to take a lower figure and to
go by that. But, Sir, it is quite clear
that there is fish in those areas. We
have not caught all of them. The
3i-ton mechanized boat has not
succeeded in catching all of them.
We have to experiment with perhaps
a larger unit, but we are not wedded
to a 1ll-tonner.

8. 98, 29€2. ¢ B¢ @wu.

(8. 9. ord. 1 Lafly. 1o Aoveur)

(Mr. P. H. W. de Silva)

What is the cost of a 11-tonner ?
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(Qaerres 1o, (§. yi. @ewreur ser)

(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

It would be about Rs. 80,000 or
Rs. 90,000 when it is fully equipped.
It is not within the reach of the ordi-
nary fisherman, nor within the reach
of fisheries co-operatives. We are
making arrangements to see that it is
within the reach of the men who
take them out, so that they can bring
a larger catch. Those are matters
the Government will look into fully.

We are not wedded to all these pro-
posals. We have not given up com-
pletely the 33-ton mechanized boat,
nor are we wedded to the 11-tonner.
It has not had experience of fishing
yet. We do not know its size, we do
not know its shape as we have not
seen it. All that we have to learn
through experience, just as we
launched upon the 3%-tonner in 1958.
I myself went out to sea in the first
mechanized boat. Nobody wanted it
then. The fishermen were against
the mechanized boats. They said the
fish will get frightened when they
hear the noise of the engine but in
spite of that those who have used
the mechanized boats have succeeded
in bringing in a larger catch.

Then I come to the question of
trawlers. We are getting a few boats
before the end of the year—four

trawlers from Yugoslavia. We have
one, the ‘Gandara’, operating at
present. I am told its trawling

operations have been fairly satisfac-
tory. On some trips it has brought
as much as 30 tons, on others less.

Then we have to train people. Tt
is a new type of trawler. People
who have been in the ‘ Maple Leaf’
are not quite conversant with the
operations in the ‘Gandara’. So,
you have to train them. The Fisher-
ies Corporation will experiment with
a larger wunit. Whether it is a
ll-tonner, or a 15-tonner, or a
20-tonner, I cannot say.

8. 98, 29E3. ¢ BED O
(B®. 9. aré. L lofy. 9 @der)
(Mr. P. H. W. de Silva)
It is an experiment ?
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0 B, B. qu¥. @eedam
(Qserse 1o, (F. gyr. @ewreui ger)
(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

It is an experiment. All of us are
experimenting. When we have not
got anything definite, and when we
have only the mechanized boat and
the old country craft, which have
been mechanized now, we have to ex-
periment. Outboard engines are
now being used by a large number
of our country craft; in oru and
vallem they use outboard engines.
Go to Negombo and see the number
of country craft using these out-
board engines. We propose to help
owners of country craft to go with
greater speed and bring more fish
and, perhaps, stay out a little longer
and bring the fish a little latter. That
is the advantage of mechanized
fishing craft. All these problems are
being studied carefully by the officers
in the corporation.

Some people wanted to find fault
with me simply because I was not
aware of the names of the agents. I
was not aware of the names because
I was in a nursing home during those
days. So, when I came to the House
that day I did not have a list of those
names. I do not think that the
officers in the Fisheries Corporation
have done anything irregular. Of
course, our friends are always
ready to get hold of anything and
twist and turn it to create an impres-
sion that there is something wrong
even when there is nothing wrong.
After all, that is their business. They
have been talking like that for so
many years, and they cannot see a
change.

No, Sir. The question of market-
ing is a very intricate problem, and
my Parliamentary Secretary dealt
with that question. We do not pro-
pose to alter the marketing struc-
ture in the beaches at all ; we do not
want to change the marketing struc-
ture where the retail of fish is con-
cerned. We merely wanted to see
whether we could change the mar-
keting structure of the wholesale
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market, and that is all we attempted
to do till we could command from
the beaches a consignment of a fairly
large supply of fish to the corpora-
tion. At the present moment, it does
not get more than ten tons, and some-
times even less than ten tons. The
city of Colombo needs forty to
forty-five tons of fish a day. The day
the corporation succeeds in getting
twenty-five tons, we will dictate
the price to the St. John market
mudalali. He will then have
to sell at that price and
if he does not he will have to go
because the person who is producing
the fish, the person who goes out into
the sea to catch fish, does not get a
fair price; and if a person finds it
difficult to buy fish because the price
charged by the middleman is too high
then he must be eliminated.
There is no getting away from that.
I have no particular love either for
Davith Singho or Appu Singho. If
they are unable to change with the
times, if they are not able to reduce
the price of fish, if they are not
going to give a fair price to the pro-
ducer of fish, they have no place in
the marketing structure. That is my
view. And when the corporation
builds up sufficient supplies, when
they come to the twenty-five tons
per day, we will tell the St. John
Market people, “These are the
prices, you will have to sell them at
these prices”. When we conirol a
larger percentage of the supply
of fish per day we can fix
the price and not till then. But our
main problem is not really that; it
is one of increasing the catch, find-
ing ways and means of increasing the
catch all round the Island. The bulk
of our supplies comes from the North
and East—about 60 per cent. from the
North and East.

I do not propose to deal with other
guestions that were raised. The
policy of this Government is to find
employment in the industrial field

for the increasing numbers of the
sons and daughters of this country.
That has to be done, and that is an
urgent need. We have to produce
articles in this country using largely
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the local raw material. Our indu_s-
tries must be based largely on this.

The plywood industry has made
profits for a number of years. It is
an industry which should have ex-
panded. Sleepy people were res-
ponsible for running the last Govern-
ment and they prevented the expan-
sion of the plywood industry. Other-
wise there would have been no need
to import plywood for tea chests. We
can produce all we need by the ex-
pansion of the plywood factory at
Gintota and by starting another
factory. It is possible to produce all
the plywood we need not only for
tea chests but also for our other re-
quirements like furniture and
material for house building.

I do not propose to speak at length
about the other corporations. I do
not wish to take any more time.

¢ o3 8SDEQ .

(8. 5 Qerier &perser)

(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena)

What about textiles? We would
like to hear you on that.

od 8, 8. 8. 9LadERn
(Qserres 2. (F. @i @ewreuigor)
(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

Yes. The textile industry is in the
private sector as well as in the
public sector. So far as the Pugoda
factory is concerned, you have to
accept that as a fact. Dompe and
Attanagalla have been spoon-fed far
too long. It is not only the people
who eat dankuda in the Obeysekera
and Bandaranaike walauwas that
have a right to find employment.
Even people who eat rice in other
places have that right. There is no
reason for this. It is not written
down like the law of the Medes that
the textile factories should be sited
in Attanagalla and Dompe. Even if
it is, I would not accept that.

In the matter of siting factories, I
propose to take the advice of experts.
So far as the textile industry is con-
cerned, I propose to put up another
factory. But it must be on the main
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' railway line ; it must have good road
facilities and also have a good supply
of water and electricity. Some
| people may be under the impression
| that I want to put up that factory in
- Avissawella. I do not propose to do
that because Avissawella does not
have a broad-gauge railway. Had
there been a broad-gauge railway 1
' might have proposed to put up the
 factory in Avissawella. I do mnot
- propose to do that.

I propose to site the factory, on the

_advice of engineers and other experts
who are in a position to advise the
Ministry, on the main railway line

where road facilities are available
and the roads do not go under water
during flood time.

3B BNE

(&8 rrseari)

(The Chairman)

Will the Hon. Minister be finishing

by 5i15 p.Mve. ?

@ 8. 8. @d. gdin

(Osorras to. F. gyi. @Gewraui so)

(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

Yes, Sir. I do not propose to take
very much longer.

The National Government is inter-
ested in expanding production. We
propose to assist the private secior in

- order to get that done, while running

efficiently the corporations in the
public sector.

There are large units in the private
sector which tend to become mono-
There are already a few
concerns which are developing not

. only as horizontal trusts but even as

vertical trusts. I do not think that

' is a healthy sign for an economy. We

an optimum

fact that there is
size for a factory
to produce at economic rates. We
accept that fact; but we do not

accept the

. accept the fact that they should be

controlled by a trust, a monopoly.
The Ministry will take steps to see
that that is avoided. Encouragement
will be given to small and medium

| industries which are labour-intensive.
' I do not want to say anything more

| than that.
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I can give this assurance to hon.
Members that, so far as the Ministry
is concerned, we will look at every
problem from the point of view of
economic development. We do not
want to start factories or industries
merely to please individuals or
pressure groups. We want to deve-
lop this country fully.

The Director of Development, the
Permanent Secretary, the Assistant
Secretaries and the other officers in .
the Ministry are working not only
during the eight hours they are ex-
pected to work but they are giving
their time and energy even beyond
their eight hours to draw up a plan
of development. We have not yet
drawn up a plan but the Planning Se-
cretariat is assisting the planning unit
in the Ministry to plan our industrial
development. And our industrial
development includes the private sec-
tor as well as the public sector. A
planning unit embracing both will
be set up in the Ministry and in co-
operation with the Planning Secreta-
riat the Ministry will draw up a
plan of industrial development. I do
not want to say anything more than
that at this stage.

Some of my old friends are under
the impression that because I am
sixty-five years old I cannot work. I
come from a fairly long-lived people,
the people of Hewagam Korale. In
particular, the members of the family
from which I come are long-lived ; it
is difficult to kill them. I think I can
work for a few more years, and I will
work for a few more years.

“9) Dm» &8cuB 1 2» wulddma wgw
4. 182330 = @z gueC AMud gew =¢
@ ” wm Y& e S0u® césy, umulom
Sea.

90 D @Bcud 1 2 wddmw cueCancnd
ormOuw wmOwd RPs el Bodo @DE®
GE.

“90 gyth sy, 1 b @rEGUaLD EGLT
1,32,330 woilLeZamllh Ceissiu@LOns 7 eTepiD
f@ NOEsUULE appsCsreerilLLSl.

90 oyth sy, 1 Lo Qné@GLuUenTd DLl
a2 ufe) (@ svoriit) Ll LS.

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 132.330

for Head 90, Vote No. 1, be inserted in
the Schedule”, put, and agreed to.

Head 90, Vote 1, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.
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2 2 wldmu—uem wodp—ygmnsddEmm
8wg®, &. 16,273

auré@LiLed @, 2.—uflunaerd Gleeeyssi—
BanBal i Greey, e5. 16,273

Vote No. 2.—Administration charges—
Recurrent expenditure, Rs. 16,273

“90 Ox» &Boud 2 V» wlOwmw wemm
Gi. 16273 o ¢¢ cuedanud gmewy =De
gk’ u® gadmHe F0um ¢y, wwmuom

© Sea,

9 9» Aleud 2 9 w@dmu gued AMend
omus WmIwd BIe eDuB Bewle DEM
ce.

“90 b gL, 2 S @TE@GUUENTID eHUT
16,273 ewraoodlp Gsrésuu@uns ”? ergpilo
afl@) NGEsLILLE am péGErereriulL g

90 gy s%L), 2 gth @TsGUUeRID S LL.
aulemrufley @ 2oruily LenlsELILLL g,

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 16,273
for Head 90, Vote No. 2, be inserted in
the Schedule”, put, and agreed to.

Head 90, Vote 2, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

3 2» wldnw—u:Cm» MmEN—ECA® Bwed,
&, 11,000

aré@lLenn @, 3.—ufluneliend Gl eyser—
HsaCurmL Gswey, prur 11,000

Vote No. 3.—Administration Charges—
Capital Expenditure, Rs. 11,000

“90 2 &8ewd 3 2» wPImw wmem
G 11,000 = @¢¢c ¢uelADWR Gpew W
pRe”’ @ g De Joum cEY, s=wmudom
Ses.

90 2» B8cud 3 9» wddMme cueld AMonR
ey @mOwd BFs wNed Voo @wS®
ce.

“00 oy g%, 3 b ané@UueTn esum
11,000 oiirelordlp GsidsuuGurs ” e gyth
efl@) ell@&sILL G arh mié 6l s TereriulL g.

90 oyih sy, 3 b eTéGUUenTD @l
ey amr ifley (@) smarwits LewflESUILIC L g).

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 11,000
for Head 90, Vote No. 3, be inserted in
the Schedule ”, put, and agreed to.

Head 90, Vote 3, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

1965 ened @8 8

2050

—znde Bend
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awné@uuenh  @ea. 6.—Gurmerngro 2L
ol & B—B e Gou ey Geavey, esum 8,60,526

Vote No. 6.—Economic Development—
Recurrent Expenditure, Rs. 860,526

“90 om» A8 6 D wOMe wew
S 8,60,526 = 8ec cre@aAmwd @emewy D
@GR’ am g e S0um G, swmudenm
s,

90 2» E8cuB 6 D w@mu cuefamosS
omPuw mOwd BBw wPwd Beowle WD
ce.

“90 gy sy, 6 b erEGUUEND EHLT
8,60,626 wiLialmmulh Ceréasuu@wns ”  erenith
ail@y efl@ssIUIL® ephmetarereriull g.

90 b sy, 6 9 emé@GUUeTD SLL
eueuortifley (@) Zevoriiy Liewld st g,

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 860,526
for Head 90, Vote No. 6, be inserted in
the Schedule”, put, and agreed to.

Head 90, Vote 6, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

7 2m» wldne—nidSnm w2dA®Ee—HCAD®

Swe®, &. 11,20,00,000

QITé@LLeTD  (@ley. T.—Qur@ennsir =96
GSE—wsaiGunml Geavay, esur 11,20,00,000

Vote No. 7.—Economic Development—
Copital Expenditure, Rs. 112,000,000

“90 o» &8owd 7 » wPOMs wem
G 11,20,00,000 = 8c¢c cuzed DO wMmey
DE aWG” w & M SQu® T wwmnuodn
Jes,

W 2» AeuB 7 2» w@@mu cueCAmeud
emmuw wluwd AT Nl Bewle DED
Qe

“90 g sy, T oub CUITE GLILIGTT L pHLIT
11,20,00,000 @it eu@eer il GriigsiiuGons ? eTgnyLh
@y PssLLLE e mié Qs mereriic L g,

90 2y 520y, T b ITEGLULIGTIL 2L e Zemr
ey @2evoruss Lewfld st g,

Question, “That the sum of

Rs. 112,000,000 for Head 90, Vote No. 7 8

be inserted in the Schedule”, put, and
agreed to.

Head 90, Vote 7,
of the Schedule.

ordered to stand part |
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6 9 w@@mn—ndsSn BAAD—BMLIEDD
Bwe®, & 11,18,243

s 9l.—yelleslsellued oerenals
Hmréaon o
aré@uLemh Qe 6.—GurgerTgrT 28
&8 H—Benbane Gsmey, eur 11,18,243

Heap 91 —GEOLOGICAL SURVEY
DEPARTMENT

Vote No. 6.—Economic Development—
Recurrent Expenditure, Rs. 1,118,243

“91 Dy &BeowdB 6 » wIHw wgw™m
& 1118243 = 8cC cesdan«ed ey D¢
gme” wm S& e I cisY, wswmudem
Sea,

91 2 R8cud 6 2» w@@dmu ¢l AnssS
gmmous o<l ARe PNl Bowie WSW
Ce.

“91 g sy, 6 b enrE@GUUeND EHLIT
11,18,243 wiraZanlp Gsissiu@uons ” e g
@ @GssLLLE @hpEblaTenariLLLg.

91 b g%y, 8 24h emé@LiLeTid 2/ Lau Z6uar
oy @Zerorwis uedfl seULLLS.

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 1,118,243
for Head 91, Vote No. 6, be inserted in
the Schedule”, put, and agreed to.

Head 91, Vote 6, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.
7 9m w@dme—udSn w.2Z0»—FCI®
Bee®, &. 1,71,000

ané@uuemrh  @e. T.—Qurgennsny 28]
(5.5 B—-2pds00urmL Qrale), epuT 1,71,000

Vote No. 7.—Economic Development—
Capital Expenditure, Rs. 171,000
“91 2w Gboud 7 °O» wldIMw wgm
&. 171000 » 82¢ cuel anud qinewy »e
gme” @ gd e B0nm CIW, Bmueem

Sea.

91 2 E2owd 7 2» wlome cuel amexd
emousy Wmowd BIw wRed Hewo @IW
cé

“91 g gy, T b ersGUUeRID EHUT
1,71,000 oiralendln Gsiésuu@uns ” e gud
@ Q&SR b mé6lEnenenILLLgl.

91 o4ib g%, T gyib UTEGLILIERTD il L 62T
6> B2ty LeeldEsUCL g

Question, That the sum of Rs. 171,000

for Head 91, Vote No. 7, be inserted in
the Schedule”, put, and agreed to.

Head 91, Vote 7, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.
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92 9% &B8w.—co ocilme@s By

1 9» widmu—mmEa @zd2¢C

SEOE un gBmw &9zn, & 645,253

esadwEw

SutiL) 92.—eo. iy & 5l Emrssen L

ars@uuern @a. 1.—Uslurenfer 2656
Gaigenapin Up Ligsesd, asur 6,459,253

Heap 92.—SArLT DEPARTMENT

Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 645,253

“92 9 &E8cudB 1 9 wddme wmEwm
é. 645253 @ 8c¢ cueCamwd qinewy DE
ans” o &N IVem i, wwmuddm
Bes. :

92 22 &8eud 1 ©m» w@@mw gusCamewd
o ®mIud HBPe 9ned Bewlo D
cé.

“92 oyn gy, 1 b enEGULeRTIA @RLIT
6,45,263 =relanuln CeissuL@ons ’  ergiin
@ @ssLULE ap meCsneneTiulL g,

92 gyb s%uiiL), 1 oyb emE@GLLGDLL L1 61l
W60 (92wt LeRNGSLILILL .
Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 645,253

for Head 92, Vote No. 1, be inserted in
the Schedule ”, put, and agreed to.

Head 92, Vote 1, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

2 2w wldme—mey oEn—umdidinm

8ac®, &. 6,620

wré@LuenTis @e. 2.—ufluraeas Creesar
Ben@apy Gseae, . 6,620

Vote No. 2.—Administration charges—
Recurrent expenditure, Rs. 6,620
“92 2z RBcuR 2 » womc wEw
&. 6620 = @ce coeldAned qmewy we
ane”’ % o' »He S0um» CIW, mmaden

Sea,

92 22 B8cud 2 2 wPdMau cueANMEES
cemdu wOwd BBw wHwd HBewa DI
C%

“02 oyn g%y, 2 oylh eUNE@LUETTI R
6,620 gL alw@n GriésuuBuons ” eTgnb &'E
PEsULLG ep mEClancneriLLLSl.

92 gyth %Ly, 2 LD QEGULETD 2/ L el
Wley (@ Zemriil) L il SUILICL .

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 6,620
for Head 92, Vote No. 2, be inserted in
the Schedule”, put, and agreed to.

Head 92, Vote 2, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.
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6 9 @M —qiln wRdWMe—ynddimm
8wed, &. 7,000
ané@lLemd @, 6, —Qur@enTsng 29
&5 5 S—1lew@aes Gseavsy, erum 7,000

Vote No. 6.—Economic Development—
Recurrent Expenditure, Rs. 7,000

“92 Bm» @Boud 6 2» wlEmw wngm
& 7000 » @eCc cusCamned Gimewy ©DE
G’ wm g me S8mm Cc2x, swmulen
s,

92 9 BBowd 6 B ®BEYMw gl AWMewB
ommlus WmIwd BEa wned Bewla @DED

cs.

“92 gyb 5%y, 6 Ly ens@GUUeNT eRUN
7,000 ey Geidslu@uns ” erapb el
l@sal’@ ah péblsrener iUl gl

92 g0 sy, 6 gyb eréGUUND 2L aren
ufley (@ ooruit Lenlldsiule g,
Question, “That the sum of Rs. 7,000

for Head 92, Vote No. 6, be inserted in
the Schedule”, put, and agreed to.

Head 92, Vote 6, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

7 9 ud9nua—1iSn wdIAMme—Ocam
8we®, &. 20,00,000

ans@luenn @, T.—Curmernsrr el s 8
— aEanGUIEL. Gselay, @um 20,00,000

Vote No. 7.—Economic Development—
Capital Expenditure, Rs. 2,000,000

“92 8w &8euwd 7 o wloma wmewm
<. 20,00,000: 8cc co cCAMGD gmes =¢
gaw” am g me Sfuam ¢, awmulom
Ses,

92 2 BCouB 7 2 w@OMw ¢ eCADcuB
ePun 0wl RBIs @m <& Bewla @
ce

“92 b sy, T glb ené@GUUND eHUT
20,00,000 < teauZeorlmn Geissuu@ons o7 gl
dl@ &fzatul® appsbsnereriuie g.

92 gy s%ui, T b ersEGLUeTD 9/ e Swr
0 @%wrwl LewEsiule g,

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 2,000,000
for Head 92, Vote No. 7, be inserted in
the Schedule”, put, and agreed to.

Head 92, Vote 7, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.
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93 25 B8w.—&a04 ceandmesim®

1 2» wlomu—min @&78c ezvdwlw
SEmE an eBosy $0mn, & 10,75,452

&%y 98, —aLpOmiey Bosaarin

Qe @GLLentn (e, 1.—vefunerfler @58 @i
Gausemqpth Smug.sesio, epum 10,75,4562

Hrap 93.—DEPARTMENT OF FISHERIES

Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 1,075,452

“93 2» &feud 1 Bm =uCdmw e
& 10,75,452m 8eC ¢ eCADGT FWEW WE
ama” @m o e B8um ¢ixd, umuneedw
8.

93 2 B8cuB 1 2 wdme s eCaAPTLH
emOuw MmOwd BBw an) «B Bewia wim
CE.

“93 oy slaly, 1 b ers@UUeND @pLT
10,75,452 ey elemrillp Grissuu@uns ® ergnih
dl@ elGestul® apmsbarenariule g.

93 o sy, 1 b arsGuuern 9L el
e @%wrwry vesflésiilL g.

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 1,075,452
for Head 93, Vote No. 1, be inserted in
the Schedule ”, put, and agreed to.

Head 93, Vote 1, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

2 2m» wlemuw—ucm» o D—g»&hdEns
8we®, &. 2,76,698

urd@guuenin @a. 2.—ufunaend Greiasei—
LBevoGeu s Geevey, ep. 2,76,608

Vote No. 2.—Administration charges—
Recurrent expenditure, Rs. 276,698

“93 o &foud 2 2 ulPvw wewm
G 276,698 8¢ ¢v edanud gmed DS
aRE”’ @ gdne P0um ¢, wwmudewm
Ses,

3B Om Glewd 2 2 w@¥mu ¢co cdamews
exmlum WmEwd BAw wmy ¢8 Bewo =5
G<.

“93 b g%uiny, 2 b ensEUUED LT
2,76,698 e aawrllln GeriéauL@ins ™ €7 snLn
ell@ oNPsEsULLE D misGlsneneniL g.

93 i sy, 2 24ib eineGLULERTD @il oy
e @%wrwrr veldasiin L g.

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 276.698

for Head 93, Vote No. 2, be .nserted in
the Schedule”, put, and agreed to.

Head 93, Vote 2, ordered to st
of the Schedule. and part
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3 2m wdomw—wem MEN—QcRm 8w,
. 24,000

and@lueh @Go. 3.—wufuneers Glreve)seT—
oyasliQui@GL Goele), epLUT 24,000

Vote No. 3.—Administration Charges—
Capital Expenditure, Rs. 24,000

“93 2 @8ewd 3 2» wdIMw wew
& 24,000z ©eC C® CCANWO HIPEH DG
gD ? wm g De 0um Césd, uwmulodn
s,

93 9 E8ouSB 3 D wldMe ¢ AL
grmouw woud BBe wHWE Bewo =DSW

ce.

“93 gub %L, 3 b QTEGUUGRID eHUT
24,000 ot euemrullm Grrssuu@ons ” 6T gD
gy BssLULE appEblanaTeniuLLgl.

93 yib H%L, 3 D UTEGULED 3L 6uled
ey Q% venflésinLgl.
Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 24,000

for Head 93, Vote No. 3, be ingerted in
the Schedule”, put, and agreed to.

Head 93, Vote 3, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

I 9» w@dmw—ccendMe@sInd B85 wvw®
e dr—uy»&iHdinm Bwe®, &. 22,000

auré@Luenih @, 4.—5%uEE0mS ST < efdasLl
U@ QGsmauser, Bavfame; Creaey

esLim 22,000

Vote No. 4—Services provided by the
Department—Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 22,000.

“93 m» &fouw® 4 2» wuddmw ugw
. 22000m 8ec o8 eCaADEY FNET DG
ame” om gdf Do Bum» i, zswmuden
Sea.

93 9 BBoud 4 D wd@dma ¥ eCAWeNS
omnu wOwd BFw @ud Bowdo WM

CE.

“93 gyh gLy, 4 b arEGUUEUILD eHuT
22,000 ot aonllh GsissiuGLNs ”  eTeILD
ey ess0ULe ahpsCsTereriulLgl.

93 oy gLy, 4 oyih @ITEGUUERTLD /1L 626
ey @Cawrw)  LigvldsULLL S,

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 22,000
for Head 93, Vote No. 4, be inserted in
the Schedule”, put, and agreed to.

Head 93, Vote 4, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.
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—nden Bemd

5 Om ne0mw—oiednelnd S8 BLE®M
ctr—@cam Bwed, G. 7,00,000

auns@Liuenih Ge. 5. — % bsoS S 16 2 Gi&E s
LBL Geaaser, GsLGUIGL Gsaey
epuim 7,00,000

Vote No. 5.—Services provided by the
Department—Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 700,000.

“93 D G8cwd 5 2» wlImw wgw
& 7,00,000: e ¢v eCAMWR yREP DE
g@e” @m g Do Sum ¢, smuten
Ses.

93 25 BBcwud 5 D udd@mw ¥ eCaAMeHd
eomOnw omOwd HNIs P8 Bewlao DD

ce.

“93 o g, b Y emsGULETID EHLT
7,00,000 eilieZmlln Gsissuu@ons ” e glb
@ essiULe anpsblsneneriirLgl.

93 24ib s2%L), b b aINEGLLETD 2L el
So Q%mwy veflssuUlLgl.
Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 700,000

for Head 93, Vote No. 5, be inserted in
the Schedule”, put and agreed to.

Head 93, Vote 5, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

6 D =M —nESH BRAAME—YHSHSEHN
8we®, &. 8,65,831

aurE@luemn @e. 6.—Gurgertsno <19af (55 B
—BanBammEs® Crae, epUT 8,656,831

Vote No. 6.—Economic Development—
Recurrent Expenditure, Rs. 865,831

“93 D &B8cud 6 O» uldma wgm
4. 865.831m 8eC ¢ eCaADRD FNET De
G, @m g Do SOBD clsy, wenuddm
S,

93 2 ABow® 6 O wldmwn g edAmeRd
ol mOwd Hhe wn «8 Bowa DS

ce.

“93 o g2y, 6 b T @GLILIenTL  eHLIT
8,65,831 oLawdp Grissuu@ons” eTeh
ey PssLLLE anmELsTeTaTiULLSl.

93 gyin 5%y, 6 2D GUTEGULERID 2L 6 e
e Q@%wrwl LeEsUIULLGl.

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 865.831
for Head 93, Vote No. 6, be inserted in
the Schedule”, put, and agreed to.

Head 93, Vote 6, ordered to stand pars
of the Schedule.
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7 m wO0me—gil8m wdIRHE—YCIW
8we®, &. 60,00,000

ané@Luand @, T.—Curgerrsro 9 5ail (5 5 5
yssuQuigL Qewey, epumr 60,00,000

Vote No. 7.—Economic Development—
Capital Expenditure Rs. 6,000,000

“93 2 RBewd 7T D wlIMe wgw
& 60,00,000s 8eC 8 eEAMWR HWEF W
Qe ”’ 6 sd»e Sum ¢i, wwmuddn
S,

93 2 B8eud 7 2» w@dMw ¢ eCAPEES
cmlum @mOwd BIe @M @8 Bowla WM
Cs.

“93 gy iy, T b euré@GUUewn Ul
60,00,000 <itaanllh GeissuuBLOns ™ 6reubd
dl@ IRssIULE appsbaTereriuL g,

93 gy 5%y, T b UTEGLLERTD 9Ll a2
ey @2t LenlésiurL g.

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 6,000,000
for Head 93, Vote No. 7, be inserted in
the Schedule”, put, and agreed to.

Head 93, Vote 7, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

BB RSH
(&G rreari)
(The Chairman)

I think hon. Members would like
to have a break of 15 minutes.

g2l Y. 8. euedsbh
(seor fl G erer. erib. QuGrar)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Sir, before that I would like to say
we were due to finish these Votes at
3 o’clock. We agreed to forego our
lunch interval and still we are about
two hours behind schedule. If you
are imposing the limitation on us,
then it must apply to those on the
Government side too.

BB S

(oys@rraart)
(The Chairman)

The Sitting is suspended for 15
minutes.

1065 e @8 8
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— b BEnd

diSe 40 gmmced memEa? ow 805
cezy g tn. 5.300 ZNOD® wdw @ CE.

S seg Siwiey @oL Ho8suuLe (eI @Lo
9. . 5.30 walEe LpobuwmllDn.

Sitting accordingly suspended  till

5.30 p.M. and then resumed.

98 D BBw—eHS e ©DEE
IO -y laTe:l

1 2m» wddmw—mme ©OH2¢ czalaw
BENE we glny 8, du 3,30,387

1 om ¢ BBu—cwdm wedm o (I

&. 215,172
SO 98.—aul FFE, CHLTLTT Sy &I

aré@uuenh @e. 1.—uelunere 2@ G
Gaugengptd USp LIG&@HLD, EHHT 3,30,387

o gy 1.—eanuir GanliL|b FIDLIGTES @D,
eprm 2,15,172

Heap 98.—MiNiSTER OF COMMERCE AND
TRADE

Vote No. 1—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 330,387

Sub-head 1.—Cadre and Salaries,
Rs. 215,172

&. on. 5.30

sl Doy, D®. euc8b
(ser G erer. erib. QUGrrmT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I move,

“That the Vote be reduced by Rs. 10
in respect of sub-head 1, item
¢ Minister.””

I hope, Mr. Chairman, the Parlia-
mentary Secretary to the Minister of
Commerce and Trade will be less
vague than the Minister whose Votes
were just passed. I hope he will be
more positive and concrete in what
he has to say by way of reply.

The first point that struck me was
that the Government should clearly
state its position with regard to trade
with the socialist countries. During
the elections and afterwards we have
read in the papers a great deal of
talk about the Government wanting
seriously to reconsider the position
of various bilateral agreements, with
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the socialist countries in particular,
and contemplating various changes
of one type or another.

We like some authoritative state-
ment from the Government, from the
Parliament Secretary, with regard to
the attitude of the Government on
this subject.

A lot of blame has been appor-
tioned to the previous Government,
but I think the country will recog-
nize to the credit of the previous
Governments, particularly after 1956,
that there has been an attempt to
broad-base our foreign trade.

I remember on one occasion I
spent a little portion of my leisure
studying the foreign trade of this
country over the years. If I remem-
ber right—I speak from memory—
right up to 1956 over 65 to 70 per
cent. of our trade was with the Com-
monwealth countries and the United
States of America. That was the posi-
tion.

From 1956 we see a breach in this.
We see the beginning of an attempt
to have trade with the Eastern
European countries, China, Soviet
Union, Poland, Czechoslovakia, Fast
Germany and so on, and a gradual
broadening of our base and an
attempt to find markets for our tea
even 1n Soviet Russia, China and so
on.

Well, Sir, that was certainly a
welcome change from our point of
view, from the point of view of our
country.

It is common knowledge that
Ceylon has, a favourable balance of
trade with only two countries. I am
talking of the major trading coun-
tries, of course. They are England
| and the United States of America. It
is also the case with Australia, some-
times but not always, and also with
South Africa because we export
{ about Rs. 60 million worth of tea to

South Africa. Take the other big
countries—Japan, India and Burma.

Bewldm @55 e DC®
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I thitk we purchase from these
three countries nearly Rs. 600 million
worth of goods, and we export barely
Rs. 100 million worth of goods to
these countries. That has been the
traditional position. '

A serious attempt was made, 1
remember, last year to persuade
Burma to buy more Ceylon goods.
We tried to export a certain amount
of coconut oil, and we endeavoured
to stimulate the private sector to ex-
port batteries, and even fans. I re-
member discussing this with Messrs.
Brown and Company in order to try
and export some of the manufactured
products of this country to Burma. I
would like to know whether this
Government and the Minister con-
cerned have given serious thought to
the question of trying to adjust this
wide gap that exists in our trade
with India, Burma and Japan. Japan
is one of the worst. From that point
of view they are very reluctant to
buy from us.

As a matter of fact, when I was in
Japan—before I removed my blad-
der ; the Hon. Minister of Industries
thought it was a very bad thing, he
is very concerned about my bladder,
my cotton wool and so on—I did
try to break through this. I met
their Minister of Finance, the Minis-
ter of Trade and the Minister of In-
dustries and insisted that they give
us a much better deal.

Apart from that I wanted a credit
arrangement with regard to the pur-
chases we were making becavse we
were very short of foreign exchange
and we had a particularly adverse
balance of trade with Japan. We are
buying our tyres, tyres for the
C.T.B., textiles and fertilizer from
Japan—in fact, nearly Rs. 230 million
worth of goods. I am speaking from
memory. They were not prepared to
buy anything from us. Even our tea
that they are buying is bought or: a
restricted basis. They have a quota
because they are also producing tea,
and therefore they are not prepsred
to buy anything beyond that quota.
I was arguing over and over again
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with them over this matter, and I
would like the Hon. Minister to give
some thought to this matter to try
and narrow the gap that exists bet-
ween Ceylon and Japan on the one
side and Ceylon and Burma on the
other. Because we buy rice from
Burma, surely we are entitled to ask
them to buy some of our coconut pro-
ducts from us.—[Interruption]. They
have been buying recently. About
Rs. 9 million worth of coconut oil is
being bought by Burma as a result of
~our insistence. I am speaking from
memory ; I have not checked the
figures. I think a serious effort must
be made to narrow that gap vis-a-vis
these countries. I think India has
recognized that.

I do not know whether the Hon.
Minister is aware that for the last
thirty years I have been fighting for
better prices for our arecanut. I
think all hon. Members, both of the
Opposition and of the Government,
will agree with me that this is a
crime—our failure to help the
villager with regard to the sale of his
arecanuts. All up-country Members
will remember this. It is not worth
picking from the ground the areca-
nuts that have fallen from the tree.
That is the position. We are not even
getting Rs. 8 for a hundredweight
of arecanuts when the same arecanut
is being sold in Bombay at Rs. 250.
I have been fighting for it—[Inter-

ruption]. Not a ton, about two
hundredweights  roughly. There
is a ring in this business. The

same people who are buying our are-
canut in India are having their
agents here who buy and send it
across. They are exploiting us. The
Government of India, as a result of
my appeal, agreed to give some con-
cession. It was not followed up. I
would like the Hon. Minister to
follow up that decision to sell areca-
nut to India. If we can get our poor
villagers Rs. 30 to Rs. 40 per ton it
would make a great deal of difference
instead of paying them, as now, Rs. 6,
Rs. 7, or Rs. 8. I would appeal to the
Hon. Minister to try and do his best
to come to some agreement with

1965 exef @S 8
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India to sell our arecanut. I know the
complications of it. I have gone to
Bombay and discussed the matter.

I would now refer to this question
of prices. The Hon. Minister is 1n
charge of pricing. This vaernment
talked big about bringing down
prices and all that. They said that as
soon as the National Government
took office prices would come tumbl-
ing down. On the contrary, they
started sky-rocketing. They have
nearly gone up to the moon!

aé Oz Holecw
(Qzerres omasseal QEHeIT)
(An hon. Member)

Vegetable prices are down. The
kerosene oil price is down.

@nde D5y, 9. escl8é
(sar B & erer. erb. QuGramr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I will come to kerosene. True,
vegetable prices have come down. I
am not denying anything. I know
what is happening.

I want to ask you one thing. How
much dried fish have you imported
since you took office ? Have you im-
ported a single ton ? Can the Hon.
Minister answer that ? You are still
selling the dried fish the previous
Government imported and also lveal
dried fish from Mannar.

el Y BDlowm

(CQeorrey oymsssaur exapeur)

(An hon. Member)

That is a good variety of dried fish.

mda 05, 98, sueddh
(seorfl@ erer. erib. Qulrarm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I do not think the people in
Colombo would like it. They are
buying this dried fish because there
is nothing else to buy. I should like
to know the position because there is
actually a big shortasz of dried fish
in the market. Of course, those
people who had hidden the dried fish
haveimow brought it out and are
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[pande 857, 8. euvedd]
selling it
There is definitely a shortage of dried
fish.—[Interruption].

N WO
(Qsarra G & F ST F )
(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

I do not want to interrupt. You

carry on.
fﬂsasg&ﬁ duy., 98, ouedl

(soorfF erar. erib. QUGTIT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

All right. Tell me how much
dried fish you have imported.

Qo WO
(Qserral &&5S5TE)

(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

We will reply. The hon. Parlia-
mentary Secretary will reply.

@H¥s . 8. evedd
(sorpf erer. ertb. QuGrrrm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I will tell you one thing about the
hon. Parliamentary Secretary. He is
the hardest worked Parliamentary
Secretary. I see him at his office
from 8 o’clock in the morning till
8 o'clock in the night. I see him at
work—I do not know what he is
producing.

8. 8. @logc @w. (SmYJ)

(Bm. w. G. oyt 19 s0—@)r & BerLyf)
(Mr. D. P. Attygalle—Ratnapura)

He is clearing the mess you made.

@nBw Y. ©8. eueld
(sor & erer. erib. QuUGTTr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Now, what about the price of
dhal ? What is the position of dhal
even in the co-operative societies?
The co-operative societies  are
frightened because theyv do not know
whether they can afford to sell dhal
at the new price. Thz dhal that is
available was bought at the old
price. It is not the price after this
so-called reduction. Even the
co-operative societies are, therefore,
;‘fluctant to obtain this dhal and sell
it.

Hewddm 95785 et VG
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Let us take the case of kerosene
oil. I think the Minister has
published the selling prices in the
Gazette, including the price of three
cents for a quarter of a bottle of
kerosene oil. The Gazette notifi-
cation says that even ifor a quarter
of a bottle of kerosene oil the price
is fixed at three cents. I do not know
who was responsible for doing it, but
what is the result? The poor man
cannot buy a quarter of a bottle.
When the price is fixed at 74 cents
per gallon, nobody is prepared to sell
a quarter of a bottle of kerosene oil
to the poor man for three cents. 1
am not denying that there is kero-
sene oil, but the poor man cannot buy
it in small quantities; he must be
prepared to buy a bottie. How many
poor people can afford to buy a
bottle ? It may be that the U.N.P.
people have sufficient money to buy
by the bottle. Perhaps, they do not
even need kerosene oil; they have
electricity. If you go to a boutique
and ask for a quarter of a bottle of
kerosene oil, you will not be able to
get it. The boutique keeper cannot
sell it to you at the fixed price of
three cents because hs would have
bought it at 74 cents per gallon.

Therefore, when you fix prices,
please do so with some knowledge of
what is happening in the market.
You must fix prices in such a way
that the poor man will not be placed
in an adverse position as a result.

oS BB
(Ozerra &555TF)
(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

What was the price fixed for
kerosene 0il?

@nBe OxY. OO, oueld
(soor B erer. erib. QuCrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

A quarter of a bottle, 3 cents; half
a bottle, 6 cents.

O& @M

(Qaersar & 55 5T )

(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

The hon. Member is wrong. He will
be replied to by the hon. Parliamen-
tary Secretary.
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fDdu DY, DO, suedd
(ser g erer. erbh. QuGrmrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I shall be very glad to be corrected.
I am not speculating ; this is the
information that I have. If the Hon.
Minister says that the Gazette notifi-
cation fixes the price at 4 cents for a
quarter of a bottle, I am prepared to
accept it.

I say this for this reason: 1
remember that a similar situation
arose when there was a Gazette
notification fixing the price of every
slice of bread at one stage. What 1
am trying to point out is that in
fixing and controlling prices by
Gazette notification care should be
taken to see that the ordinary man
is not adversely affected. That is why
I am drawing attention to this
matter. If the Hon. Minister says that
they have only fixed the price of a
bottle at 14 cents, that is perfectly
all right, but my information this
morning before I came here was that
people had been told by boutique-
keepers that they could not sell a
quarter of a bottle of kerosine oil
because the Government had fixed
the price and they could not sell it
at that price.

DS LOBICIES
(Czerra s&s5TF)
(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

Wrong information.

@l 957, 208, cueddh
(sarplE erar. erth. QuiGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

That is the information that the
ordinary man has, and it is our duty
to correct it. I do not know whether
the Hon. Minister is in charge of co-
operatives also. I raised this morning
a Question in the House, and it was
answered by the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Agricul-
ture and Food. I do not know what
control you have over this. The Hon.
Minister has control over the co-
operative societies including co-
operative unions.

1965 e @28 8
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Now, only the Ruwanwella Co-
operative Union gets its rice from
Colombo by lorry after this Govern-
ment came into office. I asked the
Question because it is beneliing

three contractors—all of them
U.N.P. men. They have been
given the contract without

calling for tenders. I want to know
what control the Hon. Minister can
exercise over the union when some-
thing irregular is taking place ? Up
to the 17th of May all this rice was
transported by railway wagons fto
Avissawella ; then it was transported
from there to Magammana where the
last Minister had put up big stores.
There is any amount of space avail-
able for stocking rice.

ad s BDlewkwy

(Qzerrar oymss seir eHa)

(An hon. Member)

Lorry transport is more economical.

fpa@agcs DY, O8. cuedd

(sorpS erar. erib. QuGrmr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

It cannot be, because I enquired
and found that they pay a lorry Rs. 80
a day ; they come and spend two days
here before they can queue up and
get their rice. A wagon load of rice
costs Rs. 160. I think we can only
transport in an average lorry about
100 bags, roughly about 100 cwt.,
about five tons, in which case the cost
of the lorry transport is about Rs. 200
in addition to the handiing charges.
In that area, rice distributed at
Bulathkohupitiya, Undugoda, Yati-
yvantota and all other places is trans-
ported by railway wagons and we
pick up at Magammana. Why is this
allowed only in the case of Ruwan-
wella ? I shall take up this matter
when the Votes of the Minister of
Agriculture and Food are taken up,
but I want to ask the Hon. Minister
whether he has no control.

I know the reason why this is being
done. There are three people who
have been given this contract to
transport rice—I will give the names
of the people: Michael Cooray of
Ruwanwella, Wilson of Yatiyantota
and Porolis Fernando of Anguruwela
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—without calling for any tenders at
all. Why is this done ? You have got
extra handling charges. All that
space is wasted.

What is worse from the point of
view of the Government is that here
is a railway that is losing. You can
use the railway. The question of
there being not enough wagons is
nonsense. There are any amount of
wagons available. In any case, you
can send the rice in advance and
stock it at Magammana in the stores.

I would like the Hon. Minister to
try and find out why the Co-opera-
tive Union at Ruwanwella is deoing
this. As regards the other aspects of
the matter—the kind of corruption
that is going on there—I will raise
them with the Minister of Agricul-
ture and Food when the question of
~ rice distribution comes up. I want to
- find out from the Hon. Minister
whether they cannot interfere and
see that the most cheap and econo-
mical method is used. Anyhow, rail
transport involves purely an internal
transaction between the railway and
another department of the Govern-
ment. When it comes to paying out-
side contractors, you have to pay
actual money out, and that is a loss.
The Hon. Minister of Finance will
appreciate that point. You are
minimizing to that extent the
losses incurred by the railway.
If you are using an outside contractor
you have to pay something for that.
From the point of view of the
Government this is not a sensible
arrangement.

The Hon. Minister will remember
the whole question of the C.W.E.
and the drug trade. This is a matter
which I have already discussed in
this House. I expressed my opinion
on this subject. I still feel that the
Government is doing the wrong thing
by closing down the drugs section of
the Co-operative Wholesale Estab-
lishment. With better manasement it
could have been at least a check-point
so far as the private drugs dealers
are concerned. Whatever the losses
may be that have been. incurred—

Bewldn @575 e DE®
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there are various reasons for those
losses ; the hon. Parliamentary Secre-
tary knows them ; I have discussed
the matter with him—from the point
of view of the average person who
wanted to buy drugs the C.W.E. pro-
vided all drugs at a price 10 per cent.
less than the price charged by private
druggists or dispensing chemists in
Colombo. That at least helped to keep
down the price of drugs. Once you
closed down this activity and handed
over two valuable agencies, Parke
Davies and the Australian agency, to
private dealers, I think you placed
the poor patients at the mercy of the
large number of chemists and
druggists in this country. I want the
Hon. Minister to re-consider this
question. Let there be a better
arrangement or a re-organization if
you like. It is not a question of X, Y
or Z, it is a question of having a
check-store at least which will
prevent the patient from being
mulcted by various people. I do not
know whether the Hon. Minister will
take the trouble.

In the days of the S.L.F.P.
Government I had occasion to give
you all the original prices of the
manufactuerers of drugs and the
prices prevailing here. The same
drug sold at wholesale rates to the
hospital cost about 50 to 60 per cent.
less than what the poor patient had
to pay outside. All those facts have
been given here by me as well as by
other Members and I do not want to
repeat them. I think it is very impor-
tant that we should always have
some check-store by which the
ordinary private chemist or druggist
could, in some way, be made to
realize that an alternative avenue is
available for the patient if he is not
prepared to sell drugs at a reasonable

price.

BB RDHS
(y&&rmeeri)
(The Chairman)

The hon. Member has addressed
the House for half an hour now.
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Swuddm
@l 0. 08, ouedd
(sorpl @ erer. erb. QuUCrrn)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I want to finish with one more
matter. I urged this a few days back
but I had no adequate reply. I was
informed—if I am wrong I would like
to be corrected—that there are a
large number of rural development
societies— I am sorry the hon. fair
Member for Mirigama is not here—
and small, village cottage industries
making jellies, jams, marmalades,
small children’s dresses and so on.
These used to be brought to the
C. W.E. at Jawatte for disposal. I am
informed that when some of these
societies bring their wares they are
told that the C. W.E. has orders not
to buy any more. I have made
inquiries and I find that that order
still remains. This is a serious setback
to those small people. I would like to
know whether that order still
remains and the Minister intends to
change it. Anyhow, why was that
order imposed and why was this
particular obstacle placed in the way
of all these small people who are
making some sort of additional in-
come by making these jellies, jams
and various other articles that can
be sold satisfactorily in the market ?

cd®unl sxm, 1965-66

g &, 6

I do not want to start a whole dis-
cussion on the C.W.E. I have only
one observation to make. Hon.
Members on the other side in parti-
cular—and behind me also—are very
anxious to criticize the previous
Government for the faults of a
number of years. Employing so many
people in the C. W. E. is a grave crime
that has been committed ! I presume
that same principle will apply to
your present Government also—

o9& @x¥RDlewy
(Ozerrey ymsssen emmar)
(An hon. Member)

Never !

1966 enefm®a5 8
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69393505 5y, ©8. cuedd
(sorfa erer. erth. Quirrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I gave a list of 56 people here this
morning. I gave the names. It was
not denied—/[Interruption]. It was
not in the C.W.E. but in the National
Textile Corporation under the
Minister of Industries. I am not
making charges. All that I am saying
is this. For one reason or another or
for various reasons charges have been
made. An inquiry is being held and
I do not know whether they will be
proved or not. But when we are
making charges about other people’s
ill-doings do not forget that
you have got a big beam in your own
eye. Before you try to remove the
dirt in somebody else’s eye try and
get rid of the beam in your own eye.

CDDEBY S
(B@. Qserwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

People in glass houses should not
take off their clothes.

Grnde 05y, DO, eveddh

(eorfl @ erer. ertb. QuGrre)

(Dr. N. M. Perera) =

Without making the charge let us
patiently wait and see. It is some
satisfaction to us to know that
whatever charge you are making

against the C.W.E. so far is not
corruption. It is a question of
wrong  appointments, inefficient

management and so °n.

a& sy Bdloww
(Qazerres oymsssan emmar)
(An hon. Member)

That is corruption.

grende OuY, 99, ceels
(soor & erer. erib. QuGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

It can be corruption but it is not
necessarily so. In that case you can
say that the Hon. Minister of Indus-
tries has also done the same thing.
That is also a kind of corruption if
you look at it that way. All that
I am saying is let us be fair in our
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criticism. You will now shout as
much as you like; one year hence
you will be singing a different tune
__all those people on the other side
as well as some in the rear on this
side.

ad OzIRDieww
(Qaerral gyEisssair @IHT)
(An hon. Member)

Wishful thinking !

@mnde Y. 9O, euedd
(sor fl5 erer. arib. QuUCrrT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

All right. I have been long here
in this place, sufficiently long to
know what happens within a matter
of months. I am prepared to wait
patiently. Like the Hon. Minister of
Industries I am also an old man, but
not so old, and I expect to live for
another four or five years. Although
he thought my bladder was removed
and I would die off quickly, still I
hope to live and see your own faces
change within a matter of months.
That is all I want to say.

29ED. 98. & 8. dg;m Ow.
e®ed)

(8. 19eTy,. orid. ed. . wewLmr—
sa6s 50 )

(Mr. W. M. G. T. Banda—Galagedera)
rose

(@G

ecH € 9wdEID V.
(Bap. Qavevel @Hawrairser)
(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

On a point of Order. I have
moved an amendment. Do I not get
preference?

232NBRNSs

(&5 mraeri)

(The Chairman)

The hon. Member will get a
chance of speaking after the

Government Member.

@l O5Y. O, cuedd
(soorflE erer. erth. QuGrmr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

The hon. Member wants to get
away to some other function early.

Bewldnm 538 e dC®
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(8. Qaualssr)
(Mr. Welagedera)

The hon. Member for Galagedera
(Mr. W. M. G. T. Banda) is giving
way.

@SB

(&8 mraari)

(The Chairman)

There is only 10 minutes leit.

Will the hon. Member take 5
minutes?

o€ QBRI .

(8. Qwovdl]l @emren serr)

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

I intend certainly to speak for
more than five minutes, but I do not

intend to take long. There are just
two or three matters that I wish to

raise. The first matter does not
really concern the Hon. Minis-
ter or the hon. Parliamentary

Secretary strictly speaking, but it is
a question with regard to the Depart-
ment of Co-operative Development.
I do feel that this department has to
be gingered up in order to make it
take firm action, withcut fear or
favour, against corruption that
undoubtedly exists in the co-opera-
tive societies in this country.

I know there is a lot of mud being
thrown from one side of the House
to the other, but I think that both
sides of the House should agree that

certainly as far as co-operative
societies in this country are
concerned, largely for historical

reasons, many of them are corrupt;
and if we are to correct this state of
affairs, we have to take very firm
and swift action when instances of
corruption or irregularities come to
licht. If we do not do this we shall
never be able to rect:fy the situation.

I wish to bring to the notice
of the hon. Parliamentary Sec-
retary just two instances. One
instance is from my own electorate,
Panadura. In October last year, I
forwarded a complaint from some
people in my area with regard to
irresularities that were being com-
mitted in the Naliuruwa Multi-
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purpose Co-operative Society in the
sale of textiles. Now I am very glad
to say that the department acted
very promptly. A Hying squad was
sent out to check up on the allega-
tions which I had forwarded, and the
flying squad caught *‘lie people red-
handed. I am informed that the
charges made in the petition of the
complainants were proved in the
main as a result of the raid conducted
by the flying squad.

Now, this raid by the flying squad
took place as early as 27th October
1964. Nearly one year has now passed.
All kinds of correspondence, actions,
counter-actions and so on have taken
place, but still nothing has happened.
I personally have had occasion to
write four other leiters after the
original letter was written to the
department. I believe the depart-
ment has taken action asking
for the removal of the manager. I
believe that was done some months
ago, but the manager has not been
removed and the multi-purpose
co-operative society has continued as
before.

How this has happened I do not
know. I am quoting this as an ex-
ample. I do not mind if nothing is
done with regard to the Nalluruwa
Multi-purpose Co-operative Society,
but I think this is typical of what is

happening generally. No action is’

possible for some mysterious reason.
I do not know whether it is political
interference or personal interfereuce
or whether it is just lethargy. I am
not trying to impute motives to any-
body. But I am saying that it is use-
less your having this department if
it does nothing when it finds out
something that is wrong. You are
placing a premium on dishonesty and
irregularities by action of this nature.

I also got information about a more
recent case. I am informed that as
late as June this year, there was a
general meeting of the Magampura
Co-operative Societies Union. That is
right down in the south, at Hamban-
tota. T am glad that the Member for
Tissamaharama is here. He might
bear me out. It is quite possible to
bear out a thing which, you are avwars;

1965 e @8 8
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is true and correct, whatever side
you are in. I am informed that the
Senior Assistant of the Co-operative
Department presided at this parti-
cular meeting, and that he commenc-
ed his meeting with a scathing
attack on the irregularities in the
society and even went so far as to
make the remark that he really had
half a mind to liquidate the union
and hand it over to a board. How-
ever, he had second thoughts, ‘and
second thoughts are not always the
wisest ; they were not in this parti-
cular instance. Therefore, he per-
mitted the members of the society at
this meeting to elect their office
bearers and carry on. But he insisted
that the chairman of the committee
should be a person appointed by him.
I believe he appointed a co-operative
officer of the area as the president
or chairman of this union. But it so
happened that this very meeting
broke off in disorder and the chair-
man has never been able to preside
at any committee meeting. The
former chairman and vice-chairman
are carrying on.

If this type of thing is permitted,
we cannot go on with the Co-opera-
tive Department. I shall be glad if
the hon. Parliamentary Secretary
will move in this matter and perhaps
make history in this country by per-
suading the Hon. Minister to dissolve
this department because it is not per-
forming a useful service as things
are. As I said earlier, you are placing
a premium on corruption and irregu-
larities.

ofeses’ Qe cedd O,
(8. Quevppew QuGrar)
(Mr. Festus Perera)
Who started it ?

SC € Q:B/VERD D,

(5. Qovewell @ewroui sar)

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

It was started during the time of
the last war when the imperialists
were ruling this country. Perhaps
the hon. Member was in school at
that time.
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Co-operative societies were started
during the last war very artificially,
not as genuine co-operative societies
but as something imposed irom
above. That is one of the reasons why
these societies are unable to function
properly. Unless the consumers show
an extraordinary interest in the
affairs of the society, it is very diffi-
cult for them to control the office
bearers. If the department fails to
step in and in a very real and prompt
way deal with corruption and irregu-
larities it can never alter the situa-
tion. If the department is unable to
do that, I think it would be bettcr
if the hon. Parliamentary Secretary
could persuade the Hon. Minister—
who is presiding in the place above
us—to dissolve this department.

The other matter which I wish to
raise is the question of the Co-opera-
tive Wholesale Establishment. As the
hon. Member for Yatiyantota was
saying just now, it concerns the ques-
tion of prices and the fact that the
C. W. E. should have an important
role to play in helping to reduce
prices. A short while ago we had the
example of the Hon. Minister of In-
dustries who, apparently, had a
different view with regard to the
question of the price of fish. He con-
siders that the question of price can
only be tackled when we produce
sufficient fish and that, therefore, it
is not necessary at the moment to
enter the retail trade. But when
there is a shortage whether of fish
or other commodities it does become
very important that some effort
should be made to try to prevent the
consumer from being fleeced. Prices
may tend to rise a bit but,in order to
prevent the consumér”having to pay
very exorbitant prices, I think an
organization like the C. W. E. enter-
ing the retail trade has some part to
pay.

g. &, 6.15

I notice that one of the first things
that the new Government did after
1t came into existence was to appoint
a commission to inquire into the
working of the CW.E. Now, Sir, if
that was a commission thépueposeoast
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which was to find out what are the
drawbacks in the C.W.E., to learn
from those mistakes, tc Improve the
functioning of the C.W.E, I think
that would then have been a Vvery
welcome step. However, from the
way it has been functioning it seems
to ~me that things seem to be
working in an opposite direction.
I am judging from the publicity
given to the sittings of Jhis
commission. It seems to me there is
a big purpose behind this commis-
sion, namely, to discredit the C.W.E.
as such to the benefit of the private
trade. If that is so, it would be very

unfortunate.

I see lurid headlines in our national
newspapers in reference to the
C.W.E. Commission, but when I read
the text it is very disappointing. I
do not come across those marvellous
revelations that are promised in the
headlines. As far as I could see one
of the commissioners has already
resigned. Anyway, the other com-
missioner is continuirg. But these
headlines seem to show that there is
a terrific situation in the CW.E. I
am very open-minded in these
matters, but in the text of the report
I cannot see anything except that this
inquiry is something like the Spanish
inquisition in regard to one ingi-
vidual. But, of course, unlike the
Spanish inquisition, there is mno
burning at the stake.

All these questions have only
elicited, as far as I can gather the
fact that certain appointments have
been made as favours. As far as the
running of the C.W.E. is concerned,
there has been no corruption in the
sense that nobody has been accused
of having made money.- or. mislaid
funds, or irregularities of that nature.
So far nothing of that sort has come
to light from the evidence that has
been led. I do not know whether
further evidence may lead to such
disclosures. But this inquiry has
increased the suspicion in my mind
that the purpose of this commission
and the purpose of the perspective of
the Government in relation to the
C.W.E. is not its reform or its deve-
lopment, or the acceptance of the
positdenn that the €. W. E. has an
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important part to play in the reduc-
tion of prices. All this seems to
pave the way for the C.W.E. to
be finally supplemented by the
private trader, and tha: suspicion is
confirmed to the extent that we have
been able to judge from the practical
steps taken by the Government so
far in relation to the Co-operative
Wholesale Establishment. If I am
wrong, I hope the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary will correct me, but I
believe the position of the Govern-
ment today is that, one, they are not
opening any more C W.E. stores in
the country, and two, that they are
handing over the existing C.W.E.
stores one by one wherever possible
to co-operative unions.

Now, Sir, taking the second thing
first, I believe that that is a very
efficient method of bringing about
the slow death of these C.W.E. shops
which have been playing an impart-
ant part in helping to reduce prices.

def. O, qoRumed @  (wd

53)
(8. erov. eron. YCLI& pFr—LI 1y HaT)
(Mr. S. S. Abeysundera—Yatinuwara)
Employment for election agents.

eC € :mREA® .

(B Qavovsll @enreui gar)

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

I do not take objection to that.
The Hon. Minister and the hon.
Parliamentary Secretary can start
appointing their own election agents.
I have no objection to that.

ofesed Ot eseds .

(Bm. Quevppew QuGrrr)
(Mr. Festus Perera)

We are not doing that.

oCeT € ©2DEAW e,

(8. Qevevell @ewreut o)

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

If they are persons who had been
election agents pleass appoint your
own election agents. We do not
mind that.

6——¢rol5 8643 (65/9)
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One of the reasons why the
people voted for you iz that they
thought they could get a better deal
from you than from the previous
Government ; they thought you would

be able to bring down the
prices of goods. Therefore, please
see that you bring about

a reduction in the prices of goods.
One of the ways in which you can
do that is by opening more C.W.E.
shops and not by handing over the
trade done by the C.W.E. to the
private traders because these private
traders were the people who financed
your election campaign.

BB

(g s&rraar)

(The Chairman)

The hon. Member’s time is almost
up.

eCH € 9RDEA® .

(Blap. Qaveved) @enreur ser)

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

I have got to say these things
because I am being interrupted. I
hiave to reply to these interruptions
also.

B3NS HDS

(Sys@rreeri)

(The Chairman)

The hon. Member mus* realize that
according to the schedule we have
only two znd a half hours left and
there are also other Members to
speak.

eC € 9wV B,

(Bop. Qavevel @Henreur ger)

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

I fully realize it, but I cannot at

the same time, Sir, allow these
interruptions to go unanswered.

BB BD
(eys&rreert)
(The Chairman)

The hon. Member is looking all
round without addressing me.

eCi € 9mIEAD .
(8. Qevsvell @enraur ser)
(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)
I am addressing you, Sir.
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23 BHDPD
(oys@rreert)
(The Chairman)
Will you please listen to me. I am
telling you that you are looking all

round and that is why all these
interruptions. Please address me.

ectf € @&2dan .

(B Qaevet @mranf,sscrr)

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

I am addressing Yyou; I have
addressed you and I will continue to
address you.

BNV

(oys@rreari)

(The Chairman)

Will you please listen to me?
According to the Standing Orders
-you are not addressing me.

e’ @ QDB e
(8. Qevsivall @& U G )
(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)
I am addressing you.

SRS
(oys@rreeri)

(The Chairman)

| You are looking round.

eCci € Qi .

(Bp. Casuell e e ger)

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

But when they are interrupting—

S Ees by (O]

(2ys@rraeart)

(The Chairman)

. Please go on. The hon Member’s
time is almost up.

|

| ocw' @ @@l dw,

J (& m. Qavaned @mauf?'ﬁnm)

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

| 1 cannot allow the interruptions to
lgo unanswered. As I said earlier—
fand I repeat it again—I cannot allow
[these interruptions to pass unreplied.

|

Beweldn &x7H @& e
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=

ey’ 4P i )
—mnowm el

With regard to the CW.E. I was
pointing out that this new | sewTn-
ment is going to close dowi 2 rtain
C.W.E. shops and hand over some
CW.E. shops to the co-operative
unions in the areas.

efwed o gweld @,
(B Quenppov QuGram)
(Mr. Festus Perera)

It is very necessary.

cce € malam O,

(8- Qavewell (@enraull G )

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene) ¢

I say that it will result in the s:uw
death of the Co-operative Wholesale
Establishment. Regarding the ques-
tion of opening new C. W. E. shows,
I was pointing out that even whe ‘e
arrangements had been made for the
opening of new C. W. E. shops, this
Government has refrained from do-
ing so. I will give a concrete ex-
ample from my own electorate. I got
the Government to open a C. W. E.
shop in Panadura, and it helped con-
siderably in bringing down the prices
of goods. The people of Wadduwa
wanted a C. W. E. shop opened up at
Wadduwa and with great difficulty I
found a building in the market ; the
C. W. E. engineer came and advised
us with regard to the constructional
alterations to be made to meet the
requirements. Then the town council
agreed to bear the expenses in con-
nection with these alterations, but
they did not have the money. I helped
them to obtain a loan from the
People’s Bank for the purpose. There-
after tenders were called for the re-
construction of the building, and the
contract was given to the successful
tenderer ; but after this new Govern-
ment came that contract has been
cancelled because they are not going
to open any more new C. W. E. shops.
As a result of this the people of
Wadduwa are continuing to pay very
high prices to the private traders for
their goods. I know, the hon. Parlia-
mentary Secretary will agree with
me that the position is so. It is not
his fault but the fault of the policy
of the Government which wants to
help the private traders. I would

it
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requéslf 3 um, if possible, to get the
Governmwent to change  this policy.

ff.they really want to reduce prices

one important method by which they
can do that is by opening more
C. W. E. shops where economically
they can succeed. I am not suggesting
that they be opened or continued if
there are no sales, but I am suggest-
ing that this be done where there are
sufficient sales and where they can
succeed.

I want to ask one last question of
the ¢hon. Parliamentary Secretary:
We 'are aware that certain other
Ministers——

& enuBye

(Ss@rrseri)

(The Chairman) ;

The hon. Member for Wennappuwa
is not in his seat but he is interrupt-
ing from where he is. Will the hon.
Member get to his seat ? No one can
speak unless he is in his seat.

ece € 928 8w,

(8. Qavavell @Hemreaur ser)

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

If the interruptions of hon. Mem-
bers are a little more audible and
intelligent I shall be glad to reply.

e aRS:
(sQrrseari)
(The Chairman)

I do not intend to allow interrup-
tions. Please continue.

oCH € 9adiim dwn

(8. Qaved @eraiger)

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

We are aware that different Minis-
ters seem to have different views in
regard to newspapers in this country.
The Hon. Minister of Nationalised
Services has taken up the position
that political newspapers should not
be transported in the C. T. B. buses.
He has decided for himself what poli-
tical newspapers are but he will not
tell us what they are. The Hon. Min-
1ster of Industries has gone one step

T——aa5 8643 (65/9)
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further and added another category.
In his view there are not only poli-
tical newspapers but also national
newspapers. How he arrives at that
category I do not know.

As a matter of knowledge, I would
like to ask the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Com-
merce and Trade whether his Minis-
ter also had classified newspapers in
this country. I ask this question be-
cause under his Ministry there are
several organizations like the
C. W. E. which often advertise in the
newspapers. The question is bound to
arise as to whether the Hon. Minister
of Commerce and Trade and his Par-
liamentary Secretary had also divid-
ed up the newspapers in this country
into categories—political newspapers,
national newspapers, international
newspapers, and so on. I should like
to have the information from the
hon. Parliamentary Secretary whe-
ther his Minister also has classified
the newspapers of this country, and
if so, under what headings they have
been classified, and what criterion he
has used in order to place news-
papers in these different categories.

BENVHBHDs
(y&@rmeari)
(The Chairman)

The hon. Member for Galagedera.
I think I am now compelled to con-
fine hon. Members to 10 minutes
because I have a long list and by 11
a.m. tomorrow I have to put the Votes
to the House.

ARES. 28, 8. 8. g ) @w.

(Dcw. 1Geryy. erib. o3. £, Liedrir)

(Mr. W. M. G. T. Banda)
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(oysLrrear)
(The Chairman)

I appeal to hon. Members once more
not to interrupt. I have restricted the
time to ten minutes. Hon. Members
must understand that when they in-
terrupt the hon. Member is unable to
finish his speech in ten minutes.
Please do not interrupt.
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(Sir Razik Fareed—Appointed
Member)
Mr. Chairman, as one who is

always anxious to see that frade is in
the hands of the nationals of this
country, I should like to say a few

words. I am aware that the Hon.
~ Minister of Trade and his capable

Parliamentary Secretary are doing
their very best to see that trade gets
into the hands of the nationals of this
country.

I must say that I have had bitter
experiences in the past on account of
the quota system. Unfortunately, in
the past, most of the quotas were in
the hands of non-nationals. According
to the system adopted, the older busi-
nessmen were given larger quotas.
That was playing into the hands of
non-nationals, some of whom may
have been registered citizens of
Ceylon.

I understand that the present sys-
tem adopted by the Hon. Minister of
Trade is to give preference to Cey-
lonese by descent. That is how it

1060 e @8 8
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should be. The import business should
really be in the hands of Ceylonese.
At the same time, I would not say
that one hundred per cent. of it
should be in their hands, because it
would be rather dangerous, since it
may not be possible to get all that
one hundred per cent. into the hands
of our nationals for, in the past, the
non-nationals have been carrying on
the bigger part of the trade. I would
ask the Hon. Minister—who I find is
not very far away from us—to see
that at least fifty per cent. of the
trade gets into the hands of Cey-
lonese by descent, not forgetting the
Ceylonese new-comers. That is the
most important thing.

g &0, 7

In the past, when I happened to
be the First Member for Colombo
Central, I had many occasions to
visit the Minister of Trade in the
last Government. He was willing but
unfortunately—I do not know how
it happened—things never went
right where the new-comers were
concerned ; their quotas were not
given and in the case of about fifteen
or sixteen of the new-comers even
their licences were not granted. That
is the pitiable state of the Ceylonese
by descent, specially the new-
comers, many of whom had to even
close their shops. Those who did not
get the right quotas or at least the
quotas to which they were entitled,
met with disastrous consequences. I
know of a Ceylonese by descent who
was entitled to a quota for motor
spare parts. He received a quota of
only Rs. 126. It was a shameful
thing. This person had a big garage
and what spare parts could he have
possibly imported for Rs. 126 ? That
was the pitiable position of Ceylonese
by descent.

Recently a certain Ceylonese
pointed out to me this instance. This
is what was mentioned to me:
wooden manufactures which were
shown to the satisfaction of the
Principal Collector of Customs to
have been imported as items for the
tea industry, like frames, tea sieves
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and bulk for shovels and so on, were
given ten per cent. preferential
treatment and twenty per cent.
general, whereas wooden manufac-
tures shown in the same way as
items for the assembling of umbrel-
las, for instance, were treated differ-
ently. Importers of such items were
asked to pay 110 per cent., I believe,
or 96 per cent.

This is most unfair because after
all Ceylonese nationals are trying to
do something which is not detrimen-
tal to the people of Lanka. On the
contrary, they are trying to do some-
thing that is going to be useful.

Therefore, I would beg of the
Hon. Minister and his Parliamentary
Secretary to see that the same
percentage is given in respect of
wooden manufactures even where
umbrellas are concerned.

I know that I have no more time.
I have a few more notes of matters
I would like to speak on. I am afraid
my time is up. I hope the Hon. Min-
ister will take to heart what I have
said specially because it concerns
_the best interests of Ceylonese by
descent.

A¢. 8. ¢ B @w.
(8. erev. &. 19. Eavaur)
(Mr. L. C. de Silva)

Mr. Chairman, the hon. Member
for Galagedera (Mr. W. M. G. T.
Banda) exposed a top-class racket
among importers of subsidiary food-
stuffs in the private trade. As a
matter of fact, I think he made a
very good case not only for the con-
tinuation of the C. W. E. but also for
the complete take-over by the
C. W. E. of all imports of subsidiary
foodstuffs.

The hon. Member for Panadura
(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene) dealt
with the question of the -closing
down of the C. W. E. depots or the
attempt to hand over the depots to
co-operative unions and societies.

Bewl s @58 ®ad VG
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I am aware of a number of co-
operative unions and societies that
have expressed their unwillingness
to take over these C. W. E. depots.

I ask hon. Members whether in
that situation they are prepared to
allow these depots to be closed down,
these depots which have been so
popular in spite of the corruption
that has been alleged in regard to the
appointment of employees. These
stores have been very popular.
People are prepared to wait in mile-
long queues—[Interruption.] The
people are prepared to queue up
and wait even for an hour to obtain
an article because they know they
will get it at a reasonable price.

During the Debate on the Second
Reading of the Appropriation Bill, I
mentioned here that we are almost
self-sufficient in red onions in this
country due to the very effective co-
operative movement in the north.
My  position was that there
is no reason why the peasantry in
the rest of the country cannot pro-
duce our other requirements of sub-
sidiary foodstuffs. As a matter of
fact, when I referred to the Dry Zone,
the hon. Member for Ratgama
(Mr. D. E. Tillekeratne) thought I
was referring to the growing of
chillies in the southern coast !

Sir, the co-operative movement, I
know, is not what we desire it to be.
The co-operative movement, which
has a long history was really given
a new life when the present Minis-
ter of Industries (Hon. D. P. R.
Gunawardena) held the portfolio of
Agriculture and Food in the first
Bandaranaike Government. As a
matter of fact, it was his scheme of
the multi-purpose co-operative socie-
ties that made a full impact on the
life of the community.

When he attempted to initiate that
scheme he had to fight reaction not
only from the private trade but also
within the Co-operative Department
itself. He had considerable trouble
from certain officials of his own
department. It took him almost a
vear to get over all that. Now I see
those same reactionary officials are
raising their heads in the department.

R EEEE————
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Hon. Members on the other side
shout out that the C. W. E. depots
will be handed over to the co-
operative unions, but I know there
are attempts being made by the Co-
operative Department under this
Government to close down the
smaller  co-operative  societies—
to amalgamate them as big unions.
I have listened to an address by one
of the Senior Assistant Commis-
sioners to the district wunions
at Galle—[Interruption]. There is
no point in your trying to say that
it is a lie. It happened three weeks
ago.

I ask whether a Government that
is seriously considering handing over
the C. W. E. depots to the co-opera-
tive movement will consider such a
move as the amalgamation of these
small co-operative societies.

Today, most of the people in this
country obtain their rice rations
from the co-operative societies. If
the scheme that is now envisaged by
the department is put into effect,
there will be people in certain areas,
even in our own areas, leave alone
areas up-country and in the Wanni,
who will have to walk three to four
miles in order to obtain their rations.

Surely the Co-operative Depart-
ment must see that the co-operative
societies with whom the people have
so much business are allowed to
function. They should be given the
necessary assistance to function. I
find in the Votes this year only
Rs. 100,000 has been provided for co-
operative education and seminars.
This is thoroughly inadequate. I say
that the Government is not serious
about fostering the co-operative
movement. If they were, they would
have provided much more money for
Co-operative education.

As a matter of fact, there were
People in the Co-operative Depart-
ment who opposed even the amal-
§amation of the Co-operative Bank
With the People’s Bank. I know .it.
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Now that there is a Government that
is encouraging the private sector, re-
action has raised its head agan, a:nd
the co-operative movement is being
subjected to a slow death—not only
the C. W. E. depots.

As I find that the Hon. Prime
Minister is here, I would like to re-
peat what I said during the Debate
on the Second Reading. I said that
the co-operative movement must be
mainly geared to production, must be
used for production, not only as a
trader. I appealed to the Govern-
ment that day to consider handing
over this department to the Ministry
of Agriculture and Food, because the
movement can be used effectively to
produce our subsidiary foodstufls.

Our fishing industry needs the
assistance of the co-operative move-
ment. As a matter of fact, not only
fishermen, nobody is prepared
to take to a new thing unless
he is satisfied, unless he is told of
the benefits of it. That is why I say
that the money provided for co-
operative education is thoroughly
inadequate. Our fishing industry
can be developed through the co-
operative movement. Those poorer
fishermen who cannot even afford to
pay the initial deposit to get an out-
board motor or a mechanized boat
from the department under its loan
scheme, can, if they are members of
a co-operative society, obtain their
requirements of vessels and fishing
gear. Therefore, I say that if the
Government is serious about foster-
ing the co-operative movement they
must provide more money and see
that the C. W. E. takes over entirely
the import of essential articles.

I will give an instance to support
my argument. The C. W. E. imports
two makes of tyres—Bridgestone
and Yokohama. The price of a
7.50 X 20 truck tyre is Rs. 598 ; ‘hat
is the list price, less 20 per cent. dis-
count. But the private traders who
import the same thing sell it at
Rs. 747. The hon. Member for
Ratgama (Mr. D. E. Tillekeratne)
will agree.—[Interruption.] I am
talking of what is happening today.
I am not talking of something that
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happened in the past. I say there is
not a single trader or importer who
will pass that discount on to the user ;
it is the trader and the middleman
who gets that 20 per cent. commis-
sion. I ask from the hon. Members
on the other side whether they have
a case for the closing down of the

g, E.

I agree there must have been a lot
of corruption in regard to appoint-
ments. I am not saying that there
was no corruption. What I am say-
ing is that there is corruption even
in the co-operative unions, in the co-
operative movement, and steps must,
therefore, be taken to wipe out
corruption. There is legislation for
it. The law is there, and you can
deal with it. But the solution to the
problem is not to close down the
C. W. E. depots. You might as well
then close down the entire move-
ment, because the co-operative move-
ment is also corrupt.

o DRVE ot N6
(Qserres " ef Corempriiss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

The C. W. E. is not being closed
down.

2¢. 8. ¢ 8D &,

(8w oo, &. 19 Soveur)

(Mr. L. C. de Silva)

The C. W. E. is not being closed
down. The branches are being
handed over to co-operative societies
and unions. My position is that
they will not be given the same
quantity of goods that they got as
branches of the C. W. E., with the
result that co-operative societies and
unions will find it rather difficult to
run them—/[Interruption]. The
CW.E. now sells to the private
trade at the same price, so
that the margin of profit available
to the co-operative society will not
be sufficient for it to continue. As
a matter of fact, twice on the Floor
of this House—once on the Adjourn-
ment Motion and once during the
Appropriation Bill Debate—I drew
the attention of the Government,

Hewidmn @E el VC® 2104
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the Hon. Minister of Agriculture and
Food, the C. W. E,, and the Fogod
Commissioner, to the fact that floyr is
sold to the private trade from *
Colombo direct. We co-operators are
not allowed to buy it direct. The

difference between our cost price
and the retail sale price, which is the
controlled sale price, is something
like 44 cents. If it is transported
from Colombo direct, the difference is
something like Rs. 1.24 after meeting
the cost of transport. So  the
private trader who now obtains his
flour from Colombo direct is able to
sell it at a price much lower than
ourselves and get a bigger profit. If
that is what you want, let your
Government say so. That is not what
the Hon. Prime Minister is saying ;
that is not what your Minister of
Trade is saying.

&, to, 715

I must say something about the
cost of living.

BeNSHBHS

(oy&Erraeari)

(The Chairman)

The hon. Member’s time is up.

ac. 8. ¢ 8B @cn.

(Bm. o, 8. . Hoveur)

(Mr. L. C. de Silva)

As a matter of fact, Sir, there have
been statements by the Government
and Hon. Ministers that they are
going to be very harsh with black-
marketeers and hoarders. I know, in
Galle, there had been a spate of raids.
A number of raids were carried out
by a Price Control Inspector. The
last raid he conducted was one
against profiteering by a butcher.
Of course, the butcher was .
convicted and fined Rs. 5,000.
What happened thereafter ? That
was his last raid. I think thereafter
the Price Control Inspector was
butchered ! That is the position.

What I say is that the attempts at
bringing down the cost of living
cannot be successfully done unless
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you make use of the people and the
people’s movement. You cannot have
concentrations of your party men
—[Interruption]. The idea of setting
up people’s committees was borrowed
from the hon. Member for Yatiyan-
tota (Dr. N. M. Perera) ; it is a very
good one. I am very glad you have
appointed people’s committees. But
"you must have people on these
. people’s committees who eat karavala
~ and parippu, not people who eat
bacon and eggs and ham and cheese.
There is no point in appointing
Cinnamocn Gardens beauties to these
* people’s committees. You must have
ordinary people on these people’s
commitiees. Of course, you must
have people whom you can trust. I
say, appoint the ordinary people to
these people’s committess.

g. &0, 7.18

B3NS HBND
(g&&rreari)

(The Chairman)
Order, please! The hon Appointed

Member, Sir Razik Fareed, will now
_ take the Chair. -

§IRNGD DOimaan® Sesmdensy @oOn
Pewny, o @mém cg € YE ¥ B
fu88, .83, Qeiumméie Ba.

ﬂ!,ﬁﬂi’r’Lﬂg?@, FUNBALST Diauiser 2&Brnsears §)
eflarg pusla, pHuwer wmssset uf e
m&& uig, g.0.r., 28@risens Sots S

Whereupon MR. SPEARER left the Chair,
and Sir Razig FAREED took the Chair.

, Ou. endSed’ @i (v E®)

(8. eron. GawpCs—avsiver)

(Mr. S. Hettige—Hakmana)
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B8N cenBen D, (cen coneg®)

(8w Quie Qerievr—Osrapor)s
QspE &S S5SNI )

(Mr. Bernard Soysa—Colombo South)

Mr. Chairman, I do not intend fo
complain about C.W.E. shops in my
area, or about the management of
co-operative unions, or about any
matters of that kind which have been
the principal subjects discussed so
far in relation to this Ministry’s
Votes. I -want to raise certain
matters in regard to general policy
which I have discussed before in re-
lation to the Heads of Commerce and
Trade.

The first question that I wish to
. 'discuss is the tea trade, which was
" referred to by the Hon. Minister of
Finance in his Budget speech. He
stated a certain outlook in regard to
the sale of tea which was a very dis-
quieting one. He admitted the fact
that there was a certain tightening
up in the traditional markets that we

19656 e @8 8

2110

— ol Bend

have exploited so far and that it was
necessary to have some kind of new
drive in regard to the expansion of
tea sales.

I am aware of the fact that quite
a large number of big combines ope-
rating internationally are in a posi-
tion to reap very large profits out of
tea that is sent out of this country,
from India, and from other exporting
centres—relatively backward count-
ries. We are denied those profits.
For instance, while I was in Toronto
I learnt that one of the large com-
bines operating and selling tea—
which was not produced in Canada
certainly, but bought in the inter-
national market and through their
agents in Mincing Lane—was able fo
finance out of its profits cultural ex-
peditions undertaken by the Univer-
sity of Ontario. It is a reflection of
the gquantum of the profits made. We
are not earning those profits.

I can see that any Government,
whoever may be in it, will have this
difficulty. We are not controlling the
markets. They are outside our con-
trol. But, even to the extent to which
it is possible for us to interfere in
order to see that our prices are re-
latively fair and just where our pro-
duce is concerned—even to that
extent, I must admit, there has
hardly been, since independence, a
Minister of Trade and Commerce
who has had the imagination and
the vision to be able to conceive of
what ought to be done, or who has
had the necessary ahility and backing
executively to be ahle to do any such
thing. We are still depending on
certain traditional markets, and in
those traditional markets we are be-
ing beafen very badly. On the one
side tea is giving way to coffee, and
on the other our teas are gradually
being pushed out.

&. 0. 7.30

We lost a considerable section of
the Middle East market. It was
partly not due to our fault. T notice
that there was another delegation
last week from Iraq here. I hope
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the Hon. Prime Minister will look
into this question of the Iragi trade.
I am aware of the fact that when
Iraq stopped buying our tea last year
when they nationalized the entire
import of tea because there was 1o
other way of dealing with the rackets
that existed, Irag had become the
principal siting spot for the Mldc_Ile
East rackets in regard to tea. Quite
a lot of the tea that found its way
into Iran and other countries in the
Middle East went through illegal
sources.

When Iraq decided to nationalize
her imports, that Government said
quite frankly that it was unable to
buy the same quantity of tea from
us because as a Government it would
not be possible for them to engage
in any racket.

I know that the Government last
year had certain unofficial agencies
approaching them stating that they
only had to pay a certain bribe to
persons high up in certain Govern-
ments in the Middle East in order to
make sure the continuity of our sup-
ply being absorbed in those places.
But quite rightly the Government
last year also took up the same posi-
tion that the Government of Iraq had
taken up, namely, that it would not
be possible for the Government to
pay a bribe and that it would not
be correct for us to engage in that
kind of racket.

On the propaganda side, the Hon.
Minister formulated a policy of pro-
paganda for tea—not Ceylon tea but
propaganda generally for tea. That
would have been all very well if
there had been an agreement among
the tea producing countries. If that
were so, I would have been prepared
to agree, but that was not so.

Last March there was a conference
which met in Nuwara Eliya, and
what happened at that conference ?
The buymg countries or agencies of
Eﬁgr bu;;m.gd iountries represented

e refused to agree
of price control. B [ o
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(Qzorres erib. (@, vawL r—elasry,

2 6T &Y cgy:nmé'afi)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda—Minister of
Agriculture and Food)

Even India was not for it

Blsnd o S,

(Bm. Quig. Qeriier)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

That is a producing country. I
will come to the producing countries.
The producing countries competing
with us refused to agree to any quota
system of production. We were left
after the conference with the same
situation of anarchy. And what is
happening is that India, having re-
moved the export duty on tea, is do-
ing her best to capture as large an
area of the international market as
she can. I do not blame the Indians
for fostering their own national in-
terests. But what are we doing?
And what do we plan to do? Pro-
paganda for tea, and not for Ceylon
tea, is not going to help that situation
at all. That is the first matter T want
to bring to the attention of the Hon.
Minister of Finance and the Hon.
Minister of Commerce and Trade.

I know Commerce and Trade
apparently is everybody’s Tom
Tiddler’s ground. I feel sorry for the
very eminent and distinguished sur-
geon who has been placed in charge
of these matters. The kind of opera-
tion that is necessary to remove the
cancers that have grown up might
even be beyond his skills.

e ARE @ .

(el oige Ur&Er wrasnr)

(Mr. Abdul Bakeer Markar)

He can use both hands.

BE5»d otnBen .

(Bcw. Quiey Qeriisr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

It would be necessary to operate
with both hands and feet in this
matter to be effective.

g ARE i Pcan.

(@l ylied urslr wrssrr)

(Mr. Abdul Bakeer Markar)

He will be able to do that also.
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AU o D,
(B Qure@l. Qerdsr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

The trade and commerce
departments and Ministry are
manned by some officials, I know,
who have had considerable experi-
ence in these matters and there is

considerable technical know-how
which is very wuseful, but there
are also a large number of

amateurs there, and this is not an
amateurish matter. It would be as
bad as putting me in charge of trade
and commerce, to have amateurs
handling these subjects in this
country.

i know, when we sat down to a
conference on tea with the Iraqis, one
of the principal suppliers of argu-
menis to the Iragis against us was
one of our own officials. When they
were trying to beat down the quan-
tum that would be purchased and as
an argument they urged that no
longer was this supply possible to
Iran, one of our own officials came
out: “Oh, yes, I am aware of the
fact that 90 per cent. of the tea that
went to Iraq went to Iran”. Then
obviously they have only committed
themselves to buying 10 per cent.

®& O°. 8, dgfan
(Qaerrey erih. to. LiGwTLIT)

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)
What ?

B%snd cnBen .

(8p. Quiey QFrdisr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

That 90 per cent. of the tea that
went to Irag found its way into Iran
under the blackmarket.

However well-meaning officials
may be, unless they are well-
informed also and unless they know
the subjects they are handling, it is
not possible for them to do a proper
job in this matter. And this is a vital
sector ; this is a vital matter.

Tea remains our principal foreign
exchange earner. Tea is still the
principal source of national revenue
in this country. That being the case,
we cannot leave the marketingoin
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irresponsible hands or in the.hands
of vested interests that are tied up
with elements hostile to our own
future. Tea propaganda is still lef§
in the hands of the Tea Propaganda
Board. The Tea Propaganda Board
ag it is constituted today is a very in-
effective organization. This Tea Pro-
paganda Board is constituted lgrgely
of representatives of commereial es-
tablishments. PBut when they sit on
a government board, they apparently
forget all those excellent commereial
practices which they would normally
follow in the interests of their own
establishments.

The Ceylon Chamber of Commerce
ig a very distinguished body with
very ancient connections in this
country. Why is the Ceylon Tea Pro-
paganda Board completely dominated
by the Ceylon Chamber of Com-
merce ? Under the Tea Propaganda
Act, this is how the Tea Propaganda
Board is constituted : ,

“4, (1) The board shall consist of the
following pegsons :—

“Ex Officio” Members

The Secretary {t{o the Treasury or a
persons deputed by him ;
Permanent Secretary to the
feiinis’i’:ry or a person deputed by
nim ;’—

The

Now, Sir, I am not very fond of
these deputies. The Secretary to the
Treasury cannot obviously sit and so
he sends a deputy. The same deputy
does not go to two consecutive meet-
ings. What happens ? The Govern-
ment’s policy in that place is not
maintained, nor is the person who is
sent always au fait with the matters
under discussion. These deputies on
the board who are representatives of
the Secretary to the Treasury are
very good persons, very anxious to
do a good job, but lacking know-
ledge of the matters concerned. they
are unable {o make any contribution

—*“The Director of Commerce ;

The Chairman or Deputy Chairman of
the Ceylon Chamber of

Commerce. ’—

Here, Sir, we coms to the Ceylon
Chamber of Commerce. This is like
) [on 5o B ' ' R
thedaBahitya Mandalaya Amending
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[a8mB cwmBts Bw.] ) :
BEill brought by my good I'riend, the
Ilon. Minister of Education. _Who
norninates the Board ? He nominates
fve members including the chairman
and vice-chairman. Then the others
are twelve chairmen of panels. Who
nominates the panel ? The Minister
of Education. Who nominates the
chairman of the panel ? The Minister
of Education. Who nominates the
secretary ? The Minister of Educa-
tion. So the whole Sahitya Man-
dalaya is the Minister of Education !
The Ceylon Tea Propaganda Boaril
too has been constituted on the saric
lines. Here, it is the Chamber of
Comm:erce—

— “The Chairman or Deputy Chairman

of the Planters’ Association of
Ceylon ”;—
Also linked up with the Ceylon
Chamber of Commerce—

“The Chairman of the agency section
of the Planters’ Association of
Ceylon ;

The Chairman or Vice-Chairman of the
Low-Country Products Associa-
tion of Ceylon.

Nominated Members

One member nominated by the Ceylon

Chamber of Commerce from
among its members ;
Two members nominated by the

Planters’ Association of Ceylon
from among its members ;

One member nominated by the Low-
Country Products Association
from among its members ;

One member nominated by the Colombo
Tea Traders’ Association from
among its members ;¥'—

Which is the Ceylon Chamber of
Commerce under ancther name—
—“One member nominated by the

Minister to represent small-
holders ;

One member nominated by the Minister

to represent small traders.”

I made a plea to the last Govern-
ment that this board be re-constituted
so that the Hon, Minister could take
it upon himsslf to nominate a larger
numbper of persons, thus reducing
this representation of the Ceylon
Chamber of Commerce under various
names, and appoint persons who are
qualified to deal with tea propaganda,
persons who would have some, ideas

Alla
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on the matter and who would take
some interest in it instead of leaving
it in this form.

What happened to that Bill ? The
Bill was passed by the Senate and
ent down here, and my good Friend,
the Hon. Leader of the House and
Minister of Land, Irrigation and
Power, sabotaged it. He did not
allow the Acting Minister of Trade
and Commerce to move that Bill. It
happened last year. I do not know
what has happened to that Bill now.
It lapsed. I am asking this Govern-
ment to bring back that Bill and see
that the Ceylon Tea Propaganda Act
is amended.

I was told by a friend of mine in
the United States of the contempt in
which tea is held in that country. Two
big universities engaged in a football
match. The coach addressed his
team—one group of them—hefore the
match and he said, “ Look at that
team, they are said to be tea
drinkers ; they may be, but my God,
they do not play football like tea
drinkers ! ” Tea drinkers are treated
with such contempt, held in such low
esteem.

Our tea is going to meet with com-
petition from coffee, instant coffee
and various other things of that kind.
Everybody has planned the diversi-
fication of our exports, but we cannot
constantly be relying on the tradi-
tional exports of tea, rubber and
coconut. For that reason people have
been demanding industrialization in
this country. But I am wondering
whether the pace of industrialization
that this Government has set for it-
self, of industrialization through
agriculturs, will be fast enouga to
catch up with the dron that 1S
inevitakle in the tea market, because
there are so nmany competitors.

We are selling 456 million pounds
of tea it is true, but this is what the
Low Country Products Association
has to say . at the last meeting of the
L. C. P. A. the chairman said :

“The Government has taken the export
sector for granted. It has taken the export
sectorifor granted for too long, and the
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time has come when, unless it is able
to pilot an international commodity
agreement for tea as a matter of urgency,
the opening of the new areas I referred
to and the report of high yielding plant-
ting material will surely result in the
world’s tea crop outstripping demands
with  unfortunate consequences for
- ourselves.”

QCstazNndyed @b‘f@
(Blveris grim@d ojms s o)
(The Presiding Member)

May I remind the hon. Member
that the time allotted to him is over *

D8snB cnBen .
(8. Quiey’ Qariisr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Can I have the grace of another
three minutes ?

I would have developed this subject
some more but on account of the res-
triction of time I only want to ask the
Government, because this is a
national matter which is going to
affect the entire nation, how are you
going to handle this whole question
of tea sales ? Unless you give your
mind to that question and see that we
are able to make up, if not to push, in
a big way the sale of Ceylon tea
abroad, go outside the traditional
markets, start new markets and new
fields, handle them in a new way, this
country’s economy is very seriously
threatened.

. o, 7.45

Under this Head I want to bring to
the notice of the Hon. Minister two
other important matters. One is the
need for change in the Company Law.
As a result of constant agitation
during the period of the last Govern-
ment one amending Act was passed.
This was a good thing, but it is insuffi-
cient. The L. M. D. de Silva Commis-
sion appointed by Mr. C. Sunthara-
lincam when he was Minister of
Trade and Commerce produced a
bluevrint. The Government then pro-
duced draft legislation for the amend-
ment of the Company Law.at \that
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time, in 1948, based on the English
Cohen Commission recommendations.
Those recommendations were imple~
mented in England and found to be
insufficient, and there was another
commission, the Jenkins Commission,
which produced another report. We
for our part have not gone even as far
as implementing in full the Cohen
Commission recommendations as in-
terpreted for us by L. M. D. de Silva.
That is a sector about which those

who are committed to the
private sector should be more
enthusiastic than I who want

to abolish it some day or other in the
future. I do not see that there is any
particular activity in that direction,
and I would like to ask the Hon. Min-
ister to give his mind to it.

The last matter to which I want to
refer is the matter of foreign ex-
change and the exchange rackels that
are taking place. My good Friend and
Colleague the hon. Member for Dehi-
owita (Mr. Weerasekera), who is not
here foday, once mentioned that one
of the principal sources of racketeer-
ing in regard to foreign exchange was
in the Tourist Bureau itself. You
know that at the moment a pound in
the blackmarket is Rs. 46 and there is
a very brisk sale going on in the city
today. With the new facilities for
going abroad made available there is
a brisk sale of foreign currency, and
unless you are going to stop this it is
useless complaining year after year
on the Floor of 'this House that our
foreign exchange reserves are going
down. What is happening ? There is
an unofficial exchange control depart-
ment in Fourth Cross Street which ig
more efficient than the Central Bank
in some respects. It is very efficient
and well informed, run by people
who know their rackets. What
are you going to do about this
whole business ? This is a matter for
the hon, Parliamentary Secretary for
Commerce and Trade, the Minister of
Finance and the Minister of State.
This racket in resard to foreign
exehangs must be stopped.
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oé e Bolownny

(Ozorrar oyEsssan amen)

(An hon. Member)

We are continuing the steps taken
by you when you were in power.

BE5HR cewmnBen S,

(Bm. Cuig. Qerwer)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

We started it, and I would like you
to continue the good work and see
that the racket is efficiently elimi-
nated. There is a racket. Everybody
is aware of it. My good Friend, ithe
Member for Dehiowita at one stage
traced it to the Tourist Bureau itself.
There are unlimited opportunities
there.

aé 98, 8, ass'an

(Qaerires orib. to. Lishri 1)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)
Gems.

B85nd onlh .

(8w Quie Qeriisr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Gems and foreign currency. Now
something must be done about it
because this is also not a question of
party politics but a matter of national
interest in a big way which is at state.
If something happens to this country
we all starve whether we are in the
Government or in the Opposition.
That is why somebody has to step in
early in order to correct it.

I do not want to take up any more
time. I would like the hon. Parlia-
mentary Secretary to give his mind
to these matters that I raised and see
that early steps are taken in regard
to getting the necessary lesislative
enactments introduced or administra-
tive changes made and implemented.

8. 8, enesy 2 Qer, (1S 1 @Bect
@8Rl m ol0®)

(Sl 1w, (D & BLI 5 F—(@) 1 i s
Sy s & ifler LIFTT @56 ps srflu 509 )

" (Mr. D. P. Atapattu—Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of State)

I want to bring to the notice of the
Minister of Commerce and Trade the
position of an industry which is
almost forgotten in Ceylon or in this
part of the counfry. I am referring
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to the citroneila industry .in the
Beliatta and Tissamaharama electo-
rates. I think this matter was brought
to the notice of the Minister of Trade
on one occasion by me,

Some time ago when thisg industry
was in a perilous condition, the then
Minister of Commerce, the hon.
Member for Dambadeniya, introduced
a scheme to replant citronella with
coconut. He tried that because he
probably found that there was no way
of improving this industry. But after
he tried this, the market for citronella
cil again improved to such an extent
that a bottle of oil began to fetch
Rs. 20. Thereafter, of course, the
Government levied a high duty.

It is a peculiar plan'tation industry
in the sense that the price fluctua-
tions in the market are very much
greater than in the case of any other
commodity in Ceylon. This is also an
industry similar to the lemon grass
industry in Kerala State in India,
where there are about 73,0000 acres
under lemon grass. It is a commodity
that is being sold in America and a
number of other Western countries
and it earns a very large amount of
foreign exchange. I would ask the
Minister of Commerce and Trade to
investigate this matter and see
whether we cannot bring this in-
dustry of ours up to the same level
because both these plantation indus-

tries appear to me to be of a similar
nature,

If the lemon grass industry could
produce all that money for Kerala, I
do not know why we cannot obtain
a similar market for citronella if we
considered the matter a little more
seriously. This is another plantation
industry which gives emplovment 'to
a considerable number of Ceylonese
unlike tea or rubber. It gives more
emblovment than the tea plantations
I should sav. As such we ought to
make an effort. There is no reason
why we should negleet this industry
altooether, vartieularly if India is
able to produce lemon grass oil and
sell it.cheaper.
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The trouble with our citronella in-
dustry is that, as I said, it has always
been in the hands of the poor and
middle-class people down south. No
one has taken very seriously to it,
and the methods of distilling the oil
are the same old ones which were
started about a hundred years ago.
No one has cared to find out whether
there was any other method we could
adopt to improve the industry and
get more oil.

That is the only point I am bringing
up now because my time is almost up.
I want it to be brought to the notice
of the Hon. Minister of Commerce and
Trade in order to see whether any-
thing could be done about it.

e, dd. 88edm» O (F:&58c)
(8@ C. eréd. BACser—9m8 )
(Mr. J. L. Sirisena—Bingiriya)
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G0 ¢OCq m DY @& OOy
eneNsy D BEYem” s,

Gesumnéd 3R
(Bl STEEHD o s seur)
(The Presiding Member)

Order, please | The House will now
resume,

ODCTE 2@ ¢ w, 8 Fewwy, xR
0HHACwO goBa 2dm =dyn 84F5u wwmu
PG Grumensy gdw B,

D sl godia &lmm 9d&; wwem
ddde 1965 w8 9 2w Fowsis,

Cpow 8. v. 8 welurBellGar, @upcfiss LM
Eolar upl sonvée wfldléEn Quigr® =&
s, 24brieens Hollmna Br@ey.

Gypsdlorg ul@alar o feldaiuig ; BenGn
F@arg 1960, Qeriwibuir 9 b a8 alwnios
Bpanto,

It being 8 p.m. the Chairman left the
Chair to report Progress.

Committee report Progress Sote st
agein on Thursday, 9th September 1965.

DS ElenaiiLy
ADJOURNMENT

eiEm® gf8uw wém ciu
HmB8A @dém ¢

s e

"0’ R @eFACs ¢ wE =B Q. —
[e6 28. 8 aean]

aTEnith BB Sgvor S@rflésuc.g, )
6182 Bt niQupm &1

“ gau Quurup s 95 BenausaiOu gy

wirs ¥~ [Gsetra &TLD, @, LiagorL i)

Motion made, and Question proposed,

“That the House do now adjourn . —
[Hon. M. D. Banda.]
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(Mr. C. I'. W. Edirisuriya—Tissamaha-
rama)
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(Qeorres oyisgsanr UL
(An hon., Member)

OO b tew ¢ e ?
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(The Presiding Member)

This is the adjournment debate.
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(Mr. Edirisuriya)
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(An hon. Member)
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(Mr. R, G. Senanayake)
86l . [RHBHES]

ad £8. 8. g

(Qserres orib. 1o, LigHTL 1)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)
60 §BB w5y treme.

@8, 8, o snes D

(ﬁ@'. YT o8, Co@pruds)
(Mr. R, G. Senanayake)

80 @578wicd w8 4 w e
S EO o BRsy BO»D. & B

e® 8uy» EFwen DeDny .

PralvslN<re s
T8

Dol dn 0575 Bk DCw

2128
me 88
o ROBETO  ohemm® WES @B
DY 0DB. o ecenw Beds B
50DB. SE0eHe weeddsy o
@R, Ce asams, b D g4
cEimn B8asy D hBRws ©ludem
ey ® Omn B0 BOcled H$EOHY
20 '8 onf QY eHwm
EXC wonond ®ecrnm @S, 30

SHfeor D BLO—en Emed
Den o cOsTHO UOd W oW
Buw BeDseh.

M U:'

Cozhd® W@ D0 @ «o® Bed &
s HOcE BEAD eces D™ DS eClN
e Db Ty ENEOH BB
& & Den Lo 6 mdd e
B8sY 6o D2 Sissymdé @m G
HBc@sF cnf cO, O 35y HBsl et
wom®w OB5Y o €22, @Y ewmed
88m Qe E® dmmndD gém & KIS
wew o Sdows Gl @O
650ede DB OB gmnzma.
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(Qaerrey erth. er&. pmLbidg—@sriLA,
Qorifes srewm, efLenwliL) Syennsen)

(The Hon. M. H. Mohamed—Minister
of Labour, Employment and Housing)

You condemned the Muslims of
Ceylon. You want to protect the
Indian Muslims ?

&. oo, 8.6

ac. 8. ¢ B2 et

(Bm. ero. 8. g Bveur)

(Mr. L. C. de Silva)

Sir, I wish to draw the attention of
the Hon. Minister of Finance to
certain happenings in the National
Lotteries Board. You may remember
that in reply to a question by me,
the Hon. Minister declared that
preference would be given to emplo-
yees who were discontinued by the
National Lotteries Board in the event
of recruiting any additional hands.
That statement the Hon. Minister
gave on the Floor of the House.

I am aware that the National
Lotteries Board has, since it started
seling the Benz car tickets, needed

-
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additional hands and they have
already recruited as many as five
labourers, one watcher and one
additional cashier without advertis-
ing or getting them through the
Employment Exchange. As a matter
of fact the first appointment, that of
a labourer, was made through the
Employment Exchange by the
manager of the National Lotteries
Board and he was discontinued
within three days to accommodate a
favourite of one of the directors. No
attempt has been made to re-employ
any one of the employees who had
been discontinued even though they
had appealed personally to the
chairman of the board and told him
that they were prepared to be taken
on even as labourers.

The other relates to the appoint-
ment of some new agents in Colombo.
For the first time in the history of
the National Lotteries Board, they
have appointed people who have no
knowledge of business. They have
appointed two ladies, Mrs. V. K.
Hewavitharne, and Mrs. Wimalasiri
Rodrigo. I do not know where their
business establishments are. As far
as I know the agent at Colombo was
Mr. T. J. Peiris and he was doing a
very fine job, and now they want to
appoint new agents. If they wanted
to appoint new agents, they should
have advertised. With the present
sales that are taking place, the offer
of a Benz car as the first prize being
the attraction, an agent in Colombo
can make almost Rs. 1,500 a week,
Therefore I think it is not fair that
agencies should have been given in

this fashion.

Then there ig still another matter
which I think is much more serious.
There are the lotteries board adver-
tisements that were given to the
national newspapers, advertisements
pertaining to the draw, intimating
the date of the draw, intimating the
results of the draw, the numbers of
winning tickets and so on, through
the C. W. E. ; and the C. W. E. got a
commission of fifteen per cent. from
Lake House and the other papers.
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lven if the board sent the informa-
tion direct, that commission used to
be paid to the C. W. E. and not to
the board. They have suddenly
altered that and given the agency to
Mr. A. J. N. Seneviratne of Colombo
who, it seems to me, is more impor-
tant for them than the C. W. E. Or
is it that Mr. Seneviratne is also part
and parcel of the public sector ? The
C. W. E. was earning about Rs. 15,000
a year, and now Mr, Seneviratne has
been chosen for this agency. It is he
who will be earning this money, and
not the C. W. E. I should like to
ask the Hon. Minister whether it
would not be worth while inquiring
into some of these things that are
happening at the Lotteries Board, in
order to see that public funds are
not frittered away in this way.—
[Interruption.] The other matter is
this : I understand that girls who are
employed as clerks and checkers have
to work till late into the night,
working overtime, perhaps because
of the heavy sales. The Hon. Minis-
ter will, no doubt, agree that it is not
advisable to permit girls to work late
into the night in the company of
Mr. Gladwin Kotelawala, one of the
directors, who also works late into
the night—[Interruption.] Yes, may-
be that I am jealous ; I did not have
that privilege. Anyway, I would
request the IHon. Minister to kindly
look into this matter and let us know
the position.

Will the Hon. Minister also take
sieps to re-employ those employees
who were discontinued when vacan-
cies occurred in the Lotteries Board ?
These employees were discontinued
because the propaganda section of
the board was disbanded. These
people are now prepared to work
even as labourers.

eeRem:udws Q. B addicwm

(g5 aarfg erib. ors & & FrCear)

(Dr. M. H, Saddhasena)

I wish to bring to the notice of the
Hon. Minister of Commerce and
Trade that the importers and whole-
sale hardware  merchants in
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Colombo are profiteering on a large
scale. I understand that profiteering
is resorted to chiefly by the importers
and wholesale dealers in the hard-
ware business. For the information
of the Hon. Minister, I will quote
gsome of the statistics. In 1963, round
iron 3’ was sold at Rs. 40 per cwt.
but today it is sold at Rs. 75 per cwt.
by the wholesale merchants although
the regulated price according to the
Hardware Merchants’ Association is
Rs. 60 per ecwt. The landed cost of
this item is about Rs. 30 to Rs. 3.
Round iron 2 ” and 5/8 ” in 1963
was sold at Rs. 32 per cwt. but today
it is sold at Rs. 65 per cwt. by the
wholesale dealers, and the regulated
price of this item is Rs. 55. Then,
galvanized corrugated sheets G32
were sold at 55 cents per linear foot
in 1963, but this item is now soid at
95 cents per linear foot, and the re-
gulated price is seventy-five cents
per linear foot. Galvanized plain
flat sheets G24 (English) were sold
at Rs. 15 per sheet in 1963, but it is
now sold at Rs. 24 per sheet. The
regulated price of this item is Rs. 20.
Jumper steel for alavangoes was sold
at Rs. 50 per cwt. in 1963, but now
it is sold at Rs. 80 per cwt. Galvanized
piping % 7 for window bars was sold
at 55 cents per foot in 1963, but now
it is sold at 80 cents per foot. Window
glass 1/16” was sold at 30 cents per
square foot in 1963, but now it is sold
at 85 cents per square foot; window
glass 1|16 ” was sold at 30 cents per
square foot, but now it is sold at
Rs. 1.75 per square foot.

The small retailers cannot buy
these items at the regulated prices,
and they have always to pay more for
these items to the wholesale dealers.
It is not the small retailer who is
profiteering in these items but the
wholesale dealers and the importers,
who are mostly foreigners—[Inter-
ruption]. I am not concerned about
what the two Governments did; T
am telling you what is happening
now. In view of the high prices that
the retailers have to pay for these
articles to the wholesale dealers, they

Bewpldm @575 @67 VE®
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are afraid to buy these items and

retail them as they might be accused
of profiteering.

The price of a box of matches
containing 50 sticks is five cents ; but
what is happening ? Some of these
boxes do not have 50 sticks. If the re-
tailer who buys his stocks from the
wholesale dealer wants to make cer-
tain that a box of matches contains
50 sticks he will have to count them

before he buys.

Now, Sir, there is the turnover tax.
It should be levied only at one point,
but it appears that this tax is being
passed over from the importer to the
wholesale dealer and then from the
wholesale dealer to the retail trader.
This is most unfair.

I would request the Hon. Minister
to kindly look into these matters and
regulate the prices of the articles I
mentioned.

g. en. 8.16
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(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
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@l & eudmmnnm w.
(8w g 8. Cowypruss)
(Mr. R. G. Senanayake)
rose.

A& VDE et e
(Qserres 1 L ofl Coreypruds)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

The hon. Member cannot speak. He
has no right to speak—[Interrup-
tion]. He does not know his Standin
Orders.

SCisndied 534S
(sovents srmi@ih OB & Heull )
(The Presiding Member)

Order, please !

NG LAMEI

(Qaorreas asssre)

(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

I rise to a point of Order, Sir. The
hon. Member cannot speak.

Brusndisd 9435

(Bein Fri@id oFs s san)

(The Presiding Member)

Will the hon. Member please sit

dgwn, and will the Hon. Minister of
Finance please reply ?
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Qo DuY B35

(Qaeraar aicref] Hrids)

(The Hon. Wanninayake)

The hon. Member for Balapitiya
raised a number of matters relating
to the Lotteries Board. I am glad to
find that as a past chairman the hon.
Member for Balapitiya is still con-
tinuing to take an interest in the
Lotteries Board. I may, however, say
that when I took charge of the board
it was in a most parlous condition.
There was a publicity section which
was not doing any publicity work at
all. They had raised the status of the
Lotteries Board to such a high level
that no publicity is now necessary.

He also said that certain people
work late into the night. When I
consider the increase in the activities
of the Lotteries Board I am not sur-
prised that night work is going on.

aG RE e ™
(Cosarre L ofl Coreypriisgs)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

He said that girls were working at
night !

BG DY BE5HéD

(Qaerrar eusrof] priuss )

(The Hon. Wanninayake)

However, T am prepared to lock
into some of the matters referred to
by the hon. Member, and if I find
that any action is necessary, I shall
certainly take action.

oc¢. &
(Bm. orev. 8. 19 Heveur)
(Mr. L. C. de Silva)

What about my question as to
whether you will ensure employment
to the persons who were discontinu-
ed, whenever vacancies oceur 7—
[Interruption.]

¢ 8BC D e,
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geummd e 9533
C (Ehvenio STEED )i g FAUIT)
(The Presiding Member)

Order, please! Will the hon. Par-
liamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Commerce and Trade please reply ?

oed. J. B8 . (1888 o 004
g ORowy wEEe@ m o )

(B erav. . G Aow—aul & 5%,
urr s Eear LT LT (GHLDGT D&

&%)

(Mr. S. A Peeris—Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Commerce

and Trade)

In regard to the question raised by
the hon. Member for Ambalangoda,
we are taking steps to see whether
we can price control all iron imports.
We have been able to ascertain the
stock position from the
importers.

e
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The difficulty has been = to
differentiate between certain items.
Steps are being taken to see that
there is either price control or priee
reduction.

ue $e 99um ciel) swntodn Ba,
o,
@ ol@sauGluD I 'a@y&;@a&s:c&;@nuu{_;.g.

Question put, and agreed to. .
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Adjourned accordingly at
820 w©anr. until 10 A, OR
Thursday, 9th September 1965,
pursuant to the Resolution of
the House of 2nd September 1965.
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