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House of Representatives
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Saturday, 23rd November 1968
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The House met at 2 P.M., MR. SPEAKER

[Tee Hon. S. C. SHirLEY COREA] in the
Chair. .

. Y@neRsDIcRRIe®sY Y
woved®

wsr CsrrGuBi Bmbs aps
Qe i1 F)paiT

MESSAGES FROM THE
(GOVERNOR-GENERAL

DN BNGD DN
(FUTFTLST Ul &HeT)
(Mr. Speaker)

I have received two Messages from
His Excellency the Governor-General
which I shall read now :

I
“ oped Bmnd mnthcen

88 e,
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& Coznd.
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dnsyetfed & m»@ews’ @8 g & gPwd g’
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“An Act to provide for the payment,
otherwise than by emergency laws,
of an interim devaluation allowance
by employers to industrial and
agricultural employees, and for
matters connected therewith or
incidental thereto.’.
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“Governor-General’s Office
Queen’s House, Colombo,

Ceylon.
17th November, 1968.

MR. SPEAKER,

By ProcLamaTiON dated 17th Novem-
ber 1968 and issued under Section 2 of
the Public Security Ordinance (Cap. 40),
as amended by Act No. 8 of 1959, I have
declared that the provisions of Part II
of the aforesaid ordinance shall come into
operation on 18th November 1968.

I do hereby communicate to the
House of Representatives that the reason
for issuing the Proclamation is for the
preservation of public order and for the
maintenance of supplies and services
essential to the life of the community.

W. GorPALLAWA,
(GOVERNOR-(FENERAL.

The Honourable the Speaker of the
House of Representatives.”

GS e BS8&»O@®
FwitnEs L. 11 g 5T miser

PAPERS PRESENTED

A set of regulations made under Section
94(1) of the Muslim Marriage and
Divorce Act (Cap. 115).—[The Hon. Hugh
Fernando on behalf of the Minister of
Home Affairs.]
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ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
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MUTUAL BUILDING, COLOMBO
TAKE-OVER BY GOVERNMENT

Caorien)

(Dr. N. M. Perera—Yatiyantota)
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asked the Minister of State:
(e) Which Department or Corpora-
tion has purchased the National
Mutual Building in Colombo Fort ?
(b) Is it proposed to house the
Ministry of State in this Building ?
(c) What are the terms on which this
building has been rented out by the
Ministry of State ? (d) Who pays for
the improvements carried out on the
5th floor of the National Mutual
Building ? (e) What is the total cost
of the improvements thus carried

out by Colombo Commercial Com-
pany and/or other contractors ?

oS o&. @l. eV (&ds @O
8B coSimsicey oY, miTem am
dofw WOum B @FOBexwy
S 8Ce®@Y 1) aCDR)

(Qserrey Ceg. DT WUl FaT—@Q) T
QTES yDEFFHLD 19T FLb DYGOLDF F T FILb
Qavaflefeusrr
LT T T @BLoaT 0 STl sifAuyhb)

(The Hon. J. R Jayewardene—Minister
of State and Parliamentary Secretary to

the Prime Minister and Minister of De-
fence & External Affairs)

(a) The Co-operative Wholesale
Establishment. (b) The Ministry of
State is already housed in this
building. (¢) Under discussion. (d)
The Co-operative Wholesale Estab-
lishment. (e) Rs. 117,160 as at 24.9.68.

ur g&moy, 9 IDF F T FILb

gde Y. 8. cuedsh
(sorflE) erar. srid. QuBGrrr)
(Dr N. M. Perera)

Do I understand from that that the
total expenditure to be incurred has
not yet been fiinalized ?

o ed. »d. LwdBAm

(Qaarrar Cey. QY. BT H&T )

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

No, because there are several other
floors we intend to rent out at a re-
munerative rent.

1968 exnan @& 23
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@l DuY. 9. cueds
(s 5 erer. erd. QuGror)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)
Remunerative to whom ?

o . @l LR
(Qazarrar Ceg. oyi. spweur ger)
(The Hon. J. R Jayewardene)
To the C. W. E.

el Y. 8. cmedsbh
(soorflS) erer. erib. QuGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Is the Minister aware that up to
date the following expenditure has
already been incurred ? Rs. 140,000
for the reconditioning of the Minis-
ter’s room and other sections of the
fifth floor. A closet for the Minister
is going to cost Rs. 18,000. The cost
of new furniture for the Minister,
Parliamentary Secretary and the
Permanent Secretary is Rs. 28,000 ;
and another Rs. 9,000 is to be spent
for curtains. Perhaps the Minister is
not aware of this but it is really the
work of an over-enthusiastic Office
Assistant. I woud like the Minister to
look into the extravagant expen-
diture now being incurred. I also
understood that although the fur-
niture has not yet been supplied, the
cheque for the bill has already been
drawn up. The supplier is H. Don
Carolis and Sons. Will the Minister
look into this ?

o 8. @8, Lwudm
(Qserra G“gg. _ajn'r_ N IIGUIT 6T )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
This is news to me.

D BN D))

(& Lim s 9/QUIT E6T )

(Mr. Speaker)

What is news to you? The
Rs. 18,000 on the closet or the other
expenditure ?

ol 08, 8. S8R

(Q@errar Co. oyi. spweui gar)

(The Hon. J. R Jayewardene)

If the Member for Yatiyantota will
come round and spend some time
withmeiin the closet he will find that
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it is not so affluent I invite the hon.
Member to come round and see what
is being done there. I do not want
affluent or very expensive quarters
but some money has to be spent to
put the building in order. 1 know
that the hon. Member is a connoisseur

of both animate and inanimate ob-
jects.

@Ddw Y. 8. cuedd
(soorplf erer. erb. QUGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Are you trying to emulate me or
what ?

aé & ®m8. LwdBAm
(Qzorrar Csy. oyi. egwani gar)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

He will appreciate that there is
some work to be done but certainly I
do not want any extravagance. Will
the hon. Member come round and
show me the items of extravagance
—and I will delete them straight-
way.

The building was purchased be-
cause we found a number of offices
occuping expensive buildings. For
instance the Import Control Depart-
ment is housed in a building in the
Fort for which an exorbitant rent is
paid.

My office was housed in two resi-
dential quarters in Colombo 7 which
can be rented out to Government
officers.

The building was purchased at a
price fixed by the Government
Valuer, and I intend taking some of
these offices, which are now housed
in certain buildings for which exor-
bitant rents are paid, to the National
Mutual building.

We also had to spend some money
because the flat roof of the topmost
floor was leaking and it had to be re-
conditioned.

I really do not know whether the
cost is too much. It may be so, but
contracts are very expensive these

BIewd Sy €' @ekDEw
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days. If the hon. Member can tell me
a contractor who will do the job for
less I will certainly engage him. I
do not know how we can reduce the
cost.

After all, the place must be done
up because the Minister has to see
ambassadors and Members of the
Opposition, and they must be pro-
perly received.

20. 8. ¢ cwBwm &3DIAD» O,
(@mPs¥ew)

(8. orib. 17. 9. Qerdisr &peuiser—
B ayarmQsr:_)

(Mr. M. P. de Zoysa Siriwardena—
Minuwangoda)

Have you called for tenders ?

ad & @b, Luddam

(Caerres Cog. gyi. eguiaii ger)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

The Colombo Commercial Com-
pany are doing it because they are
the contractors to the C. W. E. But
certainly if any Member of the
Opposition woud like to come round
with the Leader of the Opposition
and show me the points of extra-
vagance I will abide by their decision
and pay for the unnecessary items
out of my own pocket.

D05y ol ND: N AED BCEWHS
o BYCFEC gwl svsm sau®e
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STEEL CORPORATION : TRANSPORT FACILITIES
TO FAMILIES OF STAFF OFFICERS

2. @l Y. 98, cueddh

(srplg erer. erb. QuGrrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)
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asked the Minister of Industries and
Fisheries: (a) Is he aware that a
decision of the Board of the Steel
Corporation provides for transport
facilities to be granted to members of
the families of staff officers of the
Corporation residing at Oruwela ?
(b) Is he aware that this facility is
to apply to children attending schoois
in Colombo and wives employed in
Colombo at a cost of Rs. 25 per
month ? (¢) Why is this facility res-
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tricted only to members of the Cor-
poration staff ? (d) Is he aware that
often transport is not available for
transporting sick workers or their
nearest kith and kin to hospitals ?
(e) WIill he see that there is no dis-
crimination in the grant of facilities
to staff officers and the other workers?

ad . 8. @d, 9%HIEX® (DEY »
o FDS @)

(Q@orre . 1F. oyi. @Gl sar—amnss
Qarifle, s pQapifler yeamwsenr)

(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena—
Minister of Industries and Fisheries)

(a) Yes. The Board of the Steel
Corporation had permitted the wives
of three officers and 2 children to
travel to and from Colombo in Cor-
poration vehicles running empty for
official purposes. I understand that
this is a temporary arrangement and
will be withdrawn shortly. (b) Yes.
The Corporation charges Rs. 25 per
head for this facility from the four
persons concerned. (c) Facility was
limited (i) by the number of appli-
cants (ii) by the availability of
vehicles running empty for official
purposes. (d) No. The Corporation
maintains a special ambulance. (e)
Yes.

& Cotm 8B wotsned e MHYS
Qovniens Fefllé o065 Tuer amiusNPl usael

POST OF SECRETARY, SRI LANKA SUGAR
CORPORATION

3. e Y. . cueddh

(serpB orer. ern. QuGrar)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)
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asked the Minister of Land, Irriga-
tion and Power: (a) Is he aware
that Mr. T. M. M. Ameer has been
appointed as Acting Secretary of the
Sri Lanka Sugar Corporation ? (b) Is
he aware that Mr. Ameer is an ex-
Army despatch rider and joined the
Gal Oya Board as a Grade VIII
Clerk ? (¢) What are the educa-
tional and other qualification of
Mr. Ameer ? (d) In view of the im-
portant functions attached to the post
of Secretary of the Sugar Corpora-
tion, will he take steps to advertise
this post and obtain a man who is
qualified and competent to hold this
post ?
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(Mr. C. P. J. Seneviratnhe—Parliamen-
tary Secretary to the Minister of Land,
Irrigation and Power)

(@) ®D. (@) 2. (@) oy
gy Bewe HR® D 8®uden 246
@B 8 99 Bmwwd ¥y cxB 8O

Bewl S @y 0eddcw

2540
28w EEps

. 1942 oo 1944 &, (§o05) @dd
n®g gomes SCcwmEend, BB o
YDwmenns B8EAcd yrnedw Ge gmd,
& I u8xf8endBs) ¥y ©OYS am.
@SR »8er gumes 8emEs S8y
ey G O MO ccemn) heHd
88wy goG vn @um udesmnE®
80end @can wdx GE. 60 Hnen
Se® Bwec® cibied wdR gume ScwmeE
6&B. Cozn ETm SBexmeed & zmen
T G . DBOED wennSmnssy
D) 8CBw® 8. VOO ww s ned
E8m6cdn dnewsy ®y e&fds 46
g,  1960-1962 cofdr ©oen BHE®

8080 ® VedRVCed Vy etfdws WF
am. (8) sule 288 3 eimem 88
Qwrn cO® eow’m VeFRCw wludsen
1 BOC B I® 6Gs eC O »HRNE
2B 9my wPIw® gxlecds 26
am. e ® mPed B g88 dewznd
H8wzmmé 99 HERD MDY 8
ey Ve DCw BB @y Huww@dw
w2 GROOBB WEZD @B

e DuY. 8. exnedsb
(sarfls erar. erd. QuUGrar)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

@ DNNEDROB, o A@BH®
e®5Y &5 B3O mndenws’ BeHoh.
o 2 CeH DCwm 6D cmmB
880 menm sgydidesy, gcnBon,
EEHDY ¢ Beasym Bon. & ol
G OBY&eesY gnrslesy c@H wd
g6 DR eWemzm S5 HEcOS
QC G vy Medon ernmed @Be
0B, & 35N MBwd ¢ Wowgd ™
OeHACOE eWmB®IGHTD wen® ge®
Hew, ¢, 25 Dy B,
ol Ommed wiSwd B we»S
o VT BRCEICO @’ § 88m
CcBw BT B85y awewsy &8
WOED) W6 Bed®) gudB. 68 wowe ™
QT VCWOS NS I D2 6F20®


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

2541
28w EE&

eWwenE o eBHERD e
NOW ¢ DB, & gwsiem., gisy &F
denn & ¢’ MEBRE.

SLHEMISHY 5 Des.

(8. QsQarellrgar)

(Mr. Seneviratne)

o ) SN ACW® 6CE O Adew
N0 B vy DINNIs wrlemsy
Ol O H® gewmed w6y c@m
8lew D fdwee Bw HOehsl
80 Vw0 EERGL e B HODB.

anda Y. 8. cuels

(ser §G erer. erid. QUGrrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

® Frg3 SAE DWW B &
g0 el WE. @ e¢m» oxf®
JOxn wésYery e® DBDED
eer) sy HEOD WmEB & ween
8y &laecws’ 9C’E® vy mmedewn
ernmeg aBe DB, @wepD® @B
¢wd 9T GO vy 988wy HBOD ¢def
SV @G Deery @l ? «w® ©d
ey ed 8 g5, v® «ud® mewwd® =@
9C' G® oy Welew wg u»E,

CBeNISH 5 .

(5. QFQardlrgar)

(Mr. Seneviratne)

¢53 c® 88ped “@” wdery B
dem, 6@ uducw 608 wam CeF
DCWO 857300 WEB womn B
.00 BT A E8®Sedm da
ewsy eefdw 58 Reax a2,

& DuY. 38, cuels

(B pl5 erer. erib. QuGramr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

e 0OVbewn) en EEw&iedn gmed
S0z cIme BeAHEh.

e HIEN B .
(8. OxQardlrser)
(Mr. Seneviratne)
o8 DDNNBDOE, @0 6&wd
eEHI® SEd eexf®m o
w@»ns 80 D® veTdcewnsy &8

1968 exn&@ad 23

2542
2w BEys

Bogg2N ) @ ACEWO W2 @& WS
Do B QCGEe wy e
DG P VY B 8oL, eweed
ey & & o et AC SRS
ey 8. »YY wb S5 B 6@
&ee DB 5FDw 6Cmnle B gem
@m0 »HO® @O b eerx’®
. VYYD DeHebhy ) DB
DY 5FDed B8 o  BOeDny
et A BEEE ey ® dDE.

mde 5Y. D8, euedd

(sorp G erer. erb. QuUlrrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Qs D6 eewy ef G vz s

emEeHmRO FLOBWME Wiy m 3ddxT
6 D & B ery . Corned
BReArYery O sl O&F DEwH
SOz G51eDB. ow B BT BDE
DB @ ged ded BeImndr &
31® o ) Ve DEHWO® 8y 28
83 eCwO®V6 BT wmem® BpOn,
9exne8ony, segubidewy Bedmdh.
CEnGedw Yem e @
eWemE dwewsy oy HEVD ey
drvery suen. ¥ DeewsI® &
BBs 26N @ 6@ v wé e §gd8
BB sdoCw o 6@ e
gd D RBswe® g B ey
2DE BEAB) CHNCHIBH DB s BB
DN ® & yd® WS BeRAME). &F Bew
GEID ¢1IS® g WS 9dG® v mie
S0 em®mE OB HHDRED
emerm 8 HESO eI PD e@wme
Do @D ¢»® eery®.

3Bl

CHeMISHY B .

(5. QeQarddlrser)

(Mr. Seneviratne)

@C glernsy &F i e A

8EDS cerd »@.


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

2543
28w BER&
Go. &. @., 2‘9}6%’(@@: 883 qeocsa@es”
ee’Dr E
@. Gur. &. gmrraeo : v EILTié@h  ifley
Coremeus smevin

€y T, B, KURUNEGALA : WORKING HOURS OF
SERVICE SECTION
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(Mr. Lakshman J ayakody—Divula-
pitiya)
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asked the Minister of Nationalized
Services : (a) Is he aware that the
hours during which buses were re-
leased to the Operations Section
from the Service Section of the
Kurunegala C. T. B. Depot were
8 am. to 5 p.m. and that the altered
hours now in force in the Service
Section are 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. ? (b) As
a result of the change in these

Dewfdm 'S DeFDEw

2544
28w 88nd

working hours of the Service Section.
has here been an increase in the
number of ‘buses released from the
Service Section ? If so, what is the
percentage increase? (¢) As the
present working hours are incon-
venient to the workers, will he take
steps to restore the earlier working
hours ?

ob 3. ¥. gomgs (I»emn o'
G1O5)

(Qaorras of. @. &&5s5r6—Cs58uwinu
Cormas oyamsar)

(The Hon. V. A. Sugathadasa—Minister
of Nationalized Services)

(a¢) Yes. (b) The new working
hours in the Maintenance Section of
the Kurunegala Depot were effected
on 1.9.68. There is no increase in the
number of buses released, and it is
toc early to express an opinion on
the new working hours just now. The
position will, however, be reviewed
in due course. (c) Although every
attempt is being made to minimize
the inconvenience to workers, it is
necessary to adjust working hours for
maximum efficiency so that the
interests of the general public could
be better served.

SEocnd S,

(5ls. pueQary. )

(Mr. Jayakody)

Will the Hon. Minister please
inform me, at a later date, the
condition of the work in the Main-
tenance Section as this will enable
him to assess whether it is necessary
to change the working hours ?

NS HOBIEIES
(Qaorrer &% srs)
(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

It was necessary to adjust the
working hours. We require more
buses, and certainly, in the very near
future, the position will be reviewed
and we hope to improve the position
of the workers.
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MR, M. A. SUWARIS, CLEANER, WARAKAPOLA
HOSPITAL : PENSION

5. Fwowms .

(8a. RusCary.)

(Mr. Jayakody)
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asked the Minister of Health: (a) Is
he aware that Mr. M. A. Suwaris,
who was a cleaner at the Warakapola
Hospital, has not been paid his pen-
sion up to 30.9.68 ? (b) Will he take

steps to pay this immediately ? If not,
why ?

o& & ¢,
G OB)

(Qserres . erev. Gaf@,mrwa%&—ahsn'ﬁfrﬂ"

ot sNBNw  (Sts9as

_YCHLDEF FIT" )

(The Hon. E. L. Senanayake—Minister
of Health)
(a¢) Yes. (b) Yes. The delay has

been due to the failure of Mr. Suwa-
ris to furnish in time the documents
necessary for preparation of pension
applications.
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14. oG @@ntiory e, (AT 8ow)

(‘Q@ LDBIEGT @g@r@:ﬁra—qsﬁﬁ@ﬁ'r&sw)

(Mr. Mangala Moonesinghe—Bulath-
sinhala)
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asked the Minister of Communica-
tions: (a) Is he aware that the
S. F. Amarasinghe Transport Com-
mission, has submitted its report in
which it has recommended the setting
up of a Transport Council ? (b) Will
he take steps to establish the Trans-
port Council and if so, when ?

ob 8. 3¢ 8 phded (sDwe
@OR)

(Qaorras w. erev. 19, o= hN—C LI @
QUT & &1 QIOLDF FIT )

(The Hon. E. 1. B. Hurulle—Minister
of Communications)

(@) Yes. (b) The recommenda-
tions made in the report along with
the recommendation for the setting
up of the National Transport Coun.
cil are under examination at the
moment.
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MESSRS J. D. SUDAPPU AND J. D. HERAS
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asked the Minister of Agriculture and
Food: (a) Is he aware that (i) an
inquiry was held to determine the
tenancy rights of the -cultivators
J. D. Sudappu and J. D. Heras
Singho, to the field known as Andan-
dola Manana Pahala Kattiya;
(ii) the officer who held the inquiry
arrived at a decision without hearing
the evidence of the President of the
Cultivation Committee, or either of
the tenant cultivators ; (iii) a petition
dated 20.5.1968, was sent to the legal
section of the Department of Agra-
rian Services, Colombo, by the tenant
cultivators complaining against the
unfair and irregular inquiry ?
(b) Will he take steps to hold a just
and impartial inquiry and if so,
when ?

oG 98, 8. 9T (DEHE an Gadns
GO3)

(Cserrey erib. te. v r—efleuFri,
2 M6 YDFEFIT )

(The Hon. M. D. Banda—Minister of
Agriculture and Food)

(a¢) (i) No. (ii) Does not arise.
(iii) A petition dated 20.5.68 from
Messrs. J. D. Sudappu and J. D. Heras
Singho, who claimed that they were
the tenant cultivators of the field
known as Andandola Manana Pahala
Kattiya, was received by the Com-
missioner of Agrarian Services. (b)
Yes. An inquiry will be held as
early as possible.
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ASWEDDUMIZATION OF LAND TUNDER
MURUTHAWELA SCHEME
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(Mr. de Zoys a Siriwardena—on behalf
of Mr. George Rajapaksa—Mulkirigala)
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asked the Minister of Land, Irriga-
tion and Power : (¢) How many new
acres of land will be asweddumised
under the Muruthawela Scheme ?
(b) In what Grama Sevaka Divisions
are these lands situated ? (¢) How
much of this land is privately
owned ? (d) How much of this land
has been alienated under the L. D.
Ordinance and how much of it has
been encroached upon ?
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(Furprust oyeuiser)
(Mr. Speaker)
Question No. 7.
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(Mr. Seneviraine)

I want one week’s time.
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Question ordered to stand down.
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(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena—on behalf
of Mr. S. D. Bandaranayake—Gampaha)
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asked the Minister of State: (a) For
how long has Mr. N. D. Adin of the
Government Press served in the
Engineering Stores ? (b) Is he aware
that the officers in charge of the
stores were fully satisfied with his
work ? (¢) Was he transferred from
the stores immediately after the theft
of ‘lead’? (d) Was this due to his
exposure of the above-mentioned
theft and other instances of corrup-
tion? (e) Is he aware that this
transfer has given rise to suspicions
among other employees that he is in-

volved in the theft referred to ? (f)
If so, will he evolve a system of in-
ternal transfers applicable to all
workers in the various sections ?

OG o, @l SR

(Qaorrar Ceoy. 9. eI Hevr )

(The Hon. J. R Jayewardene)

(@) Mr. Adin has served in the

Engineering Stores of the Govern-
ment Press from 20th April 1966 to
2nd August 1968. (b) Yes. (c) The
alleged attempt to steal mono metal
was reported on 26th July 1968.
Mr. Adin was transferred on 2nd
August 1968. (d) No. (e) No. ()
Does not arise.

el Em 855 @edDRw
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GOVERNMENT PRESS : SHORTAGE OF MACHINE
SPARE PARTS
10. ¢ cenGewn &ESDEAD . (def. 8,
DED NEBNWE) w—635DI)
(Bls. 9. Qerdievr & ot ser—Eim. eron.
o, LGTL TTBITULIGs FTiLTS)

(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena—on behalf
of Mr. S. D. Bandaranayake)

SHEs DORY @O@Beosy @E oK
mw: (¢) (1) e BgemEew @of
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TR BB F0US D@ Yo plang Gems or(Bl
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asked the Minister of State: (a) Is
he aware that— (i) there has been a
big shortage of machine spare parts
in the Engineering Stores of the
Government Press; (ii) no audit
inspection has been carried out
during the recent past ; (iii) even the
annual stock taking has not been
done ? (b) Will he take steps to hold
an inquiry into these matters ?

oG o, ¢l SwdBR»

(Caorrear Ceap. _ayi. spuwieni ser)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

(a¢) (i) No. (ii) Frequent inter-
nal audit inspections have been done.
The Jast inspection by the Audit

GQuiesriien guyib, & 6T &
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Department was on July 23rd, 1967.
(iii) Annual boards of survey have
been held regularly as required by

Financial Regulations. (b) Does not
arise.

J. & 9aaBCn dnmm, &50mes,
GoonOT®@

Bwm. a. g. gonPas, vy, EGan g

& L0

MR. A. G. GUNATILAKA, PANAKURE,
ANHETTIGAMA

11. e € QIR Vwn. (b
—38. 8. @8, Sbed WS B —ecHBRITO
—GAHNI)

(Sm. Qevewel] @enreur ger—Luirent i g6 p
—5m. . . i Fr1Cssar—0s8Cwr
6 D p—FmiLITs)

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene—Panadura
—on behalf of Mr. D. P. R. Weerasekera
—Dehiowita)
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S8 Egmi
asked the Minister of Social Ser-
vices: (a) Is he aware that—(i) A.
G. Gunatilaka of Panakure, Anhetti-
gama, has made an application to join
the Workshop for the Dumb,
Seeduwa ; (ii) although the applica-
tion was made some time ago, no
reply has been received ? (b) Why
has his admission to the Workshop
for the Dumb been delayed so far ?
(c) Will he order that this person be
admitted to the above Workshop
soon ? (d) If so, when ? If not, why ?

. ¢ 9. Fwlony . (WODG,
AR @ e B GOBesy @dE
Q5 eCE—und e GO
eTDHIT) .

(5. erow. 19 erew. sw&Ean—O0Osmife,
Qorifley  asfl, off_eowiiy yenindFifler
urrrehnerps sriflugns — FapsCrano
Y UDEFFiT F LTS )

(Mr. S. de S. Jayasingha—Parliament-
ary Secretary to the Minister of Labour,
Employment and Housing—on behalf of
the Minister of Social Services)

(@) (1) @D. (i) adexscs. 68.5.25 69253
B ¢ EEé v 1. () &
cor Bed oz, amesy 28 <@
©eon Aew MY goSwsw BT
D0 gmesy »6 ar. (9) . 1969
¢ wwoew' @ Sgo ynedsy »EY Ded
ho® Ach aslsn 30 gemw guwes
O G® 3 w@» Ames o Ed o®
amsd B8Gm ACH Ged. (8) “g9”
GHD &5 eNHE.

Ee w@uicm o Lrudngs cexdm
@Y ned eny
B el BCwrs, eunugasre) syewliyd D% ssen

2 Glurr

DIRECTOR, WATER SUPPLY AND DRAINAGE
DEPARTMENT

12. ¢ o HODERD Ow. (S5¥m
8BS SPOrnwm Ouwi—emEeT—6DD)
Q)

(8. g Qerdewr & Pei ger—Bm. 1gen
adlif] ofldrinpmuidss—OCanr par—amiirs)

(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwaraena—on behalf
of N)[r. Ratnasiri Wickramanayake—Ho-
rana

@Y HCEB OB ®wH BB o
¢€ @@Bed 28@e®'
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asked the Minister of Local Govern-
ment and Parliamentary Secretary to
the Minister of Information and
Broadcasting : (a) Will he state the
name of the Director of the Water
Supply and Drainage Department ?
(b) What is his age ? (¢) How many
times did he go abroad on scholarship
after he had passed the age of 55
years ?

a& 8. cFogu (s e
@OB @y YD B wm @ 8¢l
G P0Bew wEEe@Vm) e )

(Qaerrar gyi. 9Criogre—e oreonrr &
QYDNLEFFHLD FEUD, @ENLITLIL] YenLpd & ifer
urrrERLeTps Sriflw shaun)

(The Hon. R. Premadasa—Minister of
Local Government and Parliamentary

Secretary to the Minister of Information
& Broadcasting)

(a) Mr. C. Rasiah ; (b) His age is
59 years 11 months. (¢) Twice ; once
in March 1965, on a W.H.O. Fellow-
ship in Sanitary Engineering for a
period of 3 months. Again in May,
1967, for a fortnight on an invitation
by the United States Government to
participate and read a paper at an
International Conference.

53687 E25) 05Y %) BeFDE®
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DS BN
(surprug; oaiser)
(Mr. Speaker)
Question No. 13.

A& oY g
(Gserres Crwsrs)
(The Hon. Premadasa)

I am looking into this matter. I
want about a week’s time to answer
the Question.

g M 0 EPHE 928sw B30 Vewiw

DO G
d@ow wHIAmsp SHasHsseéE swinlsss
S iSOl g,

Question ordered to stand down.

DoAY dww, ¢ 8. 8. 83¢
D 2 Svn

8. 2. 6Tih. FGLUSHILT, E605GToIaIGVE), 2L aI6)a

MR. D. M. SUDUBANDA, KALAGANWATTA,
UDAWELA

16. oy, 8. Sv¥smwm Sw. (§55HA
BS—S. 8. 8. eeF by ww—Dcsesy
—GI520)

(8. Cs. 9. 1rs@uss— oyayrrgLrib—
B M. Q. erib. Conr g—aue 1 s&or—arit
LIrs )

(Mr. K. B. Ratnayake—Anuradhapura
—on behalf of Mr. T. B. M. Herath—
Walapane)
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asked the Minister of Education and
Cultural Affairs: (a) Was Mr. D. M.
Sudubanda of Kalaganwella, Uda-
wela, called for the Pupil-Teachers’
interview held in 1968, as a candidate
from the Walapane electorate ?
(b) As he had passed the Pupil-
Teachers’ Examination did he possess
the required qualifications ? (¢) Why

was he sent away without being pro-

perly considered at the interview ?
(d) Will action be taken to give him
a Pupil-Teacher’s post ? If not, why ?

M@ Swubw . (gRwms® on
Botd B @WOwm S8EBe wWEBcCIH
e m)

(8@ srwell pu@sfu—sad, sorsrr
dausrs goiwdsfar LTTTERLETpE s
SMN& )

(Mr. Gamani Jayasuriya—Parliament-
ary to the Minister of Education and
Cultural Affairs)

(¢) deefcs. (qv) oo, (@) @Dwm
FOHBB B8O 6B Ben. (&)
. held wenn deny ©nYSow
CBRO gDar wWeum® B Bew v
Smace & Dy wehwr wdeny s
38z A0 wewm® A B Bec.

D BN
(FuTFTLIEST B6euTser)
(Mr. Speaker)
Question No. 17.

SWeBIBEHY B .

(B QsQandlrger)

(Mr. Seneviratne)

I want one month’s time to answer
this Question.

g 2 9 IHHT 9lSuw RO Bewlw
26 G

Soar wHLMm HarsssGF  FwIINGS5E
S LGBl oo g,

Question ordered to stand dowmnl
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UDAMADURA VIDYALAYA

18. SN shem . (e ésf Swo.
SR

(5. rgewss—gw. M. 19. erb. Canrg
FNITLITES )

(Mr. Ratnayake—on behalf of Mr.

Herath)
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asked the Minister of Education and
Cultural Affairs: (a) What is the
number of students on roll in the
zy/Udamadura Vidyalaya? (b) In
terms of the number of students on
roll what should be the number of
teachers on the staff of this school ?
(¢) How many teachers does the
school have on its staff at present ?
(d) For how many students is the
available furniture adequate? (c)
Will he take action without delay to

appoint the necessary teachers and to
supply the required furniture to this
schooli2ionIf not, why ?
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Seweades e,

(8@ sau@fu)

(Mr. Jayasuriya)

(a) Number on roll is 358 ; but the
average attendance is 285. (b)
Eleven. (c) Ten. (d) Adequate for
93 pupils. Benches have been supplied
for the remaining children pending
the supply of desks and chairs. (e)
It has been noted to appoint a trained
teacher leaving a guru vidyalaya at
the end of the year to this school, and
action has been taken already to
supply the furniture.

GO TDIND :
oD RSB D@,

2SHTLG Gionsrd : Sy, Ge.qlesT FLorsOEmy

VoTE or CONDOLENCE : MR. STEPHEN
SAMARAKKODY

g. &x. 2.23

of & 8. ¢ 8 (928, 13HBw
™ SeEAC @OV v wensNwW)

(Ozorrar &. F. 1 Seovar—srenf, BiL
urgear, (Narellen s DYDEF (HLD FEILI (AP Se
QU(HLD )

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva—Minister of
Land, Irrigation and Power and Leader
of the House)

Mr. Speaker, permit me, Sir, to
refer to the passing away of Mr.
Stephen Samarakkody who was a
Member of this House representing
the Polgahawela Electorate from
1960 to 1965.

Mr. Samarakkody had his educa-
tion at St. Thomas’ College, Mount
Lavinia, and later joined the School
of Agriculture, Peradeniya, from
where he obtained a Diploma in
Agriculture. He was a keen and
successful planter, tobacco being his
forte. In his electorate he worked for
the welfare of the under-privileged,
and in the House he was a popuar
and affable Member. He was the
third member of the Samarakkody
family to have been in this House,
the others being Siripala, who pre-
deceased him, and Edmund.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the
Members of this House, I wish to re-
cord our deep regret at his passing
away and request that you direct the

Dewldm @575 PeFDCEw
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Gl Gmuas

Clerk to the House to convey our
deepest sympathies to the bereaved
members of his family.

COPPHCE @ NNGD .
288 ) ;
(Bm.  evwgEfure Co@prusas—ins
& Hus)

(Mr. Maithripala Senanayeke—Meda-
wachchiya)
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8T Ded® cafmn DpSee BEO
YD DB 6CE & 9 BT,

DS BNGINDEH

(Furprwsr _oauser)

(Mr. Speaker)

I wish to associate myself with the
sentiments expressed by both sides
of the House on the death of Mr.
Stephen Samarakkody, ex-Member
of Parliament. I shall request the
Clerk of the House to make a minute
of the proceedings of today and send
a copy thereof to the members of the
bereaved family.
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(soorfl& erer. erb. QuGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

May I ask a question about the
Business of the House for next
week ?

I want to draw your attention to
the Motion, notice of which has been
given by the hon. Member for Dehi-
owita (Mr. Weerasekera), relating
to the Hon. V. A. Sugathadasa,
Minister of Nationalized Services.
This matter was raised by the hon.
Leader of the Opposition (Mrs.
Sirimavo Bandaranaike) with the
Government by her letter dated
Ist November 1968, and a reply was
sent to this letter stating that the
matter would be raised at the Party
Leaders’ meeting on the 6th. To
quote :

“98m ¢ BBed weoxy wmb&es 1968
e ®DE 88 6 [B e Budm sFa
on@sed dded mmddh HB8O o
25 o8 ®® 858.”"

Then when the question was
raised a letter dated 8th November
1968 was sent to her which reads as
follows :

TEmuy ed @®B ob 8. ¥. meomes
Bomnd 8GLAD Bom G eHern vl
BN wmeon Boeds wdm wwd o DEH
ecm 8. 8. ¢8. Sdee’ 8 EEe®s ) @3B
S B 988w WS @B ewdExnd
2Ot BDE® Beflns Emwux Bwu® mE® 6ce:
2AnBw 88 mEm Ge 9T E® S¥w wmEm
AC® A, J om BERSS o™ HCEEBE

9880 Bmemedhy 8m» 9 T D
8358. "
At the meeting of the Party

Leaders held on 6th November 1968
at 3.30 p.M., the following statement
was made :

“The Leaders of Parties discussed the
question of allotting a date for taking up
the Motion regarding the appointment of
a Select Committee to inquire into the
allegations against the Hon. V. A. Suga-
thadasa, Minister of Nationalized Ser-
vices, which appears as item No. 6
(Motions for which no days have been
fixed) in Order Book No, 4.

1968 ez @98 23
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The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene informea
the Leaders that he would bring this
matter before the Cabinet and inform the
Hon. Deputy Speaker by 2.00 p.m. on the
7th November whether the Government
would give a date for taking up this
Motion.

It was thereafter decided to meet on
the 8th November, if necessary.”

I do not know what has happened,
for nothing further has been com-
municated to the Opposition.

We would like to have an early date
with regard to this matter. If I re-
member right, on the last occasion
when the hon. Leader of the Oppo-
sition wrote a letter she suggested
that we take up this matter even on a
Private Mmebers’ Day. So far as we
are concerned all that we say is this:
if the Motion is accepted, to have a
Select Committee, we do not want any
discussion at all. Why are you laugh-
ing ? The Motion is for the appoint-
ment of a Select Committee and not
for a discussion. We would be quite
satisfied if the matter is sent before a
Select Committee ; we do not want to
make any statement in the House. We
will leave it to the Select Committee
to discuss the whole matter and then
report to this House. That is what you
all did when there was a Motion
against the hon. Leader of the Oppo-
sition. We would like the Government
to give us an early date on this matter.

S IA ST 1O

(Fumprwsi wa:,reuffaei’r)

(Mr, Speaker)

Has the Hon. Leader of the House

got anything to say or does he want
time to consider the matter ?

&nde Y. O8. eweds
(ser s erer. ertb. QuUGrrmr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

You have already promised that you
will be making a statement. What has
happened ?

So@BE o NN s,
(85 owsSlure Co@pruds)
(Mr. Maithripala Senanayeke)
What has the Cabinet decided ?
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(srfl5) erer. er. QuUGrmm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)
Is the Cabinet dead or what ?

ad 8. 8. ¢ 8

(Qsorren &. (F. 9. Bvaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
The Cabinet is very busy.

Gl DY, DO, cueds
(5@3@5‘?(@ er&r. 6rib. QuGror)
(Dr. N. M. Perera) ;

What ? You promised to give us an
indication—

D BN NS
(FUTBTLST Qaurser)
(Mr, Speaker)

Can the Hon. Leader of the House
make a statement tomorrow with re-
gard to this matter ?

2e@BenE oW sNsNED .
(B owsSilure Cr@pruss)
(Mr. Maithripala Senanayeke)

Shall we have a party leaders’ meet-
ing ?

0 8. 8. ¢ BCD
(Qsorray &. F. 19 Hoveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

The matter is still being considered
by the Cabinet and I am unable to
give a date. I have written to the hon.
Leader of the Opposition stating that.

Grh&es Y. 8. cweld
(serfl5 erer. erth. QuUGTTT)
(Dr. N. M. Ferera)
Stating what ?

a5 8. 8. ¢ B8C&

(Qsorrey &. (7. 1. Hoveur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

Stating I am unable to give a date.

eahBau OnY. 8. cueld

(sorB 5 erer. erw. QuGrrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Can we have a discussion tomorrow,
if you like ?

Dewl S 058 PeFDEw
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D BN G

(FLm Bl r_gyswra:m)

(Mr. Speaker)

Can you make a statement to-
morrow after consulting the Cabinet?

a& 8 8. ¢ 8
(Qzerras &. (F. 19 Beveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

[ can only consult the Prime Min-
ister.

DN BNED DS
(Furprusi gaurser)
(Mr. Speaker)

If hon. Members agree, a meeting
of party Ileaders can be called
tomorrow at 12 noon.

¢ Galm K82 .
(8. 9. QFrdenr &plersaer)
(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena)
It is a serious matter.

DS BN 2N B S
(FurprusT oeurser)
(Mr. Speaker)

Is the House agreed ?
oo Sy BIG

(Oserres oymas s sanr sor)
(Hon. Members)

Aye!

DN BN RS
(FurpTusST el ser)
(Mr. Speaker)

Before we deal with the next item
there is a leave Motion to be moved.

e BefHe® gResdis: OO, DO.
OB, mdoM ENNE .
UTTS(h&E YeInf : e@)LI GTLD. GT&. Grib.
pulle) wihssmir

LEAVE oF ABSENCE: Mgr. M. H M.
NAINA MARIKKAR

o 8 8. ¢ 8>

(QOzorrey &. (F. 19 Sveur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I move,

“That Mr. M. H. M. Naina Marikkar,

Member for Puttalam, be granted leave
under Section 24 (1) (e) of the Ceylon
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(Constitution) Order in Council, 1946, to
be absent from the Sittings of the House
for a period of three months from 23rd
November 1968.”

U@’ e B0wm» G, wwmu®m S
@ NGssLLLG erh mi&Qs Teiren LILLL .
Question put, and agreed to.

RO o BEDHDY
FornGsiu’ L wCer sraéser

BiLLs PRESENTED

CAOY2Rd SZu® (Sodus 8A3wm)
S5 eWmIOLH

QLT  GULES (BouBupunrpser)
wﬂ?&n{gn’
BRETTON WOODS AGREEMENTS (SPECIAL

PROVISIONS) BILL

“to make all such legal provisions as
may be necessary, by way of the amend-
ment of certain written laws or other-
wise, to give full force and effect to the
decision of the Government of Ceylon to
accept a proposed amendment to the
original Articles of Agreement of the
International Monetary Fund of which
Ceylon is a member.”

Egusiom eled el @R od a 3. 2R
e SRB. 1968 @38 2% 2» 98g
L0m S Buwdw D ¢, &u Yeehe BE @D
%8 ¢ Bewe wém» G

B8 ymwésr Qaenga w. . eerelsmuss
Qafsonmey Fwomuilssuuc g. 1968 mabui 24,
GTD IS8 Lo @ueimib apepwTs WSS
CaiamBQuaran &@LUl Qe Qlasmrayib
24 Zevor Uit L. &

Presented by the Hon. U. B. Wanni-
nayake, Minister of Finance ; to be read

a Second time upon Sunday, 24th Novem-
ber 1968, and to be printed.

wRBME wWIB e (Tedw SRBerwm)
B eDNIJVuM
g LODoyF emsmiser sLenser (SpuBupunpser
Lo@emam

CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETIES LOANS
PROVISIONS) BILL

(SPECIAL

““to provide for the removal of doubts
as to the validity of loans granted by
Co-operative Societies for agricultural
purposes to their members on the security
of certain bonds, and as to the validity
of such bonds, and for purposes connected
therewith or incidental thereto.”

1968 e @8 23
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8Eoon gfed DBDID v pmd ©OB
ob 8. & awan 588, 1968 o0 a8 2%
9 935 egIWIS Budu wRwBe, s Yo
WE 4P Wl ¢ Bewlo @Dé» G&

GSlGU it LienwdFnr  Gasergal
LIGOOTLIT 2@l or Mob FLonilEscin s g, 1968 56U LDLITT
24, @ndlppusBomin @i e pwne LD G
slLoue. Gaem@Guerajh S, Gaan®G want
eyth gy leoruSl U L 5.

Presented by the Hon. M. D. Banda,
Minister of Agriculture and Food ; to be
read a Second time upon Sunday, 24th
November 1968 and to be printed.

26507 6 @TLD. Lg..

COR FPHLSHIDY: DR
GEEE SL L GrsFw FL 1 b : Biwrertd
CustoMs ORDINANCE : RESOLUTION

&. & 2.33

a& @ & I Bonwn (8eC #@B)
(Qsorras wp. 19. Qe pir i1 s— /8 &)
YUDEFFIT )

(The Hon. U. B. Wanninayake—Minister
of Finance)

I move,

“That the Resolution under Section 10
of the Customs Ordinance (Chapter 235)
which was presented on November 9, 1968,
be passed.” :

I made a reference to this matter
in the course of my Budget speech.

e Y. 8. cueds
(8. Qui@. Qsrievr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

But you did not explain.

D&, 223 BN
(Qserras everefl pruss)
(The Hon. Wanninayake)
I shall explain now.

The previous Customs Tariff on
which the Principal Collector of Cus-
toms levied customs duty on various
goods imported into Ceylon had not
been drafted on any kind of scienti-
fic basis. It comprised orders made
by successive Finance Ministers
under the Revenue Protection Ordi-
nance (Chapter 250) and subse-
quently ratified by Parliament.,
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As a result, the old tariff was a
very arbitrary collection of rates of
duty which could not be called a
classification in any sense of the word
as at no time was any attempt made
to prepare a scientific classification
of goods for tariff purposes. As the
preparation of such a classification
was a highly specialized task, the
Ministry of Finance obtained the ser-
vices of a United Nations Adviser in
Customs Administration, Mr. S. M.
Abbas to fit the existing tariff rates
into the internationally accepted
Brussels Tariff Nomenclature.

This new ‘tariff, on the framework
of the Brussels Tariff Nomenclature,
was introduced by the Revenue Pro-
tection Order made by me on 2nd
August 1968, and published in the
Government Gazette Extraordinary
No. 14,812/2 of 2nd August 1968.

It is this tariff nomenclature and
the rates of duty introduced by this
Revenue Protection Order that are
sought to be ratified by this Resolu-
tion under Section 10 of the Customs
Ordinance (Chapter 235).

The old Schedule of import duties
had about 460 items. The nomencla-
ture of these items was not based on
any system, and left room for wide
disparity in interpretation. This not
only caused unnecessary delay in
classification and interpretation for
the purpose of levying customs duty,
but also left room for dissatisfaction
and suspicion of unfair treatment
among importers. Further, the Princi-
pal Collector of Customs was often
called upon to give “rulings” on
articles which did not readily fall into
cne of the 460 categories in the
Schedule, and these “rulings ” led to
disputes, sometimes ending in courts

of law.

Quite apart from these difficulties
which interfere with the speedy
clearance of goods, it is important
from the aspect of international trade
that the operations of different coun-
tries should be based on a single
framework, namely, an internation-
ally accepted tariff nomenelature,

Hewl Sy 5% SeFACH
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The Brussels Tariff Nomenclature

has been formulated by the Customs

Co-operation Council in Brussels of
which Ceylon is a member.

There are some 1,970 headings in
the Brussels Tariff Nomenclature and
all goods have been classified into
categories on a systematic and
scientific basis. The Customs Co-
operation Council has compiled a
detailed and exhaustive explana-
tory note relating to the Brussels
Tariff Nomenclature and with the
guidance of these explanatory notes
any article can be readily classified
for tariff purposes. These explana-
tory notes which are available to the
trade will also eliminate all com-
plaints relating to uncertainty which
were associated with the work of the
tariff.

The introduction of the Brussels
Tariff to Ceylon on the lines of the
tariff drafted by the United Nations
Adviser on customs administratien
has also been recommended by the
Tariff Advisory Board consisting of
the Deputy Secretary to the Treasury
as Chairman, Director of Commerce,
Director of Development, Director of
National Planning, Controller of
Imports and Exports, Principal
Collector of Customs and Messrs.
S. Phillip, N. U. Jayawardena, R. H.
de Mel and B. Warusavitarne, repre-
sentatives of the private sector. I
think this set-up is more efficient in
regard to these customs tariffs.

pndei DY, IO, ewedd
(TG erer. erib. QuGrTm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

You have not told us whether
there are any changes in the figures.

©&; D5Y BN
(Oserrey euered prilss)
(The Hon. Wanninayake)

The table is there; you can go
through it.
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Grdade oY, DO, euedss
(soor Bl & erer. erwd. QuUGTTT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

But let us know why you make
these changes.

DSy DY BB
(Qaerra we‘éramq'gan‘méa;)
(The Hon. Wanninayake)

Now we have become
tional !

interna-

g M BwSYa D GE
@ aGssUULE hmsClETerariurL g.
Question proposed.

¢. ©o. 2.38

B85»d cwmBen Ow. (cen ezned®)

(8@
Csp@ oymsssoi)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa—Colombo South)

Mr. Speaker, I do not know
whether the Hon. Minister of
Finance, particularly after his last
journey abroad, has become ‘ inter-
national ™ but certainly he has be-
come cosmopolitan. He has brought
this Resolution before the House for
the adoption of the Brussels scheme,
adapted to suit the needs of this
country. In doing so the Hon. Minis-
ter withheld what would have been
most important from the point of
view of this House, namely, the
variations he has made in the duties
that are imposed, the variations made
in the process of re-grouping.

Guri@.r; @&m&mm—@&m@mqﬁ

a&; D53 BIBNGD

(Qserra et Briiss)
(The Hon. Wanninayake)
All that has been tabled.

281D cnBen Sen.

(B. Quire Qeriievr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Yes, he has given in a gazette noti-
fication the new duties. It requires
a considerable amount of research
into the 1,900 items mentioned, there

1968 exnei@a& 23
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in order to compare them with the
duties that had been prevailing
before his Revenue Protection Order
and to see where there has been a
change.

Now, when the Hon. Minister and
his advisers made this change, the
least that they could have done was
to have tabled in this House, even if
they did not want to inform the
public about it, for the purpose of dis-
cussion, a comparative schedule
giving in two columns the rate that
prevailed before the re-grouping and
the new rate that has been imposed.

aé; sy BDlewny

(Qaerre oymsssair EHaIT)

(An hon. Member)

The earlier one was also tabled.

DEsNE cenBeh .
(Bap. Qui@_ Gerdevr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Yes, we know the gazette notifica-
tions. The hon. Parliamentary Secre-
tary knows very well that from time
to time there is a gazette notification
which introduces meodifications. The
new rates are given in the gazette
notification. In order to find out
whether there is a change or not you
have to do some research, get back
to the earlier gazette notification
which covers those items and then
reach your conclusions.

As in the past, last year he made
certain changes. It was possible to
track down a few items. But here
the entire range of import commodi-
ties is being covered. Unless the
Hon. Minister really wants to burke
discussion here, or prevent an intelli-
gent and intelligible discussion of this
matter, he should have tabled that
information because none of us hon.
Members can go through all the
gazette notifications. I do not know
how many there were since the
earlier days. Some of these import
items have not come into this country
since the regrouping and change of
duties. How are we to know ? We
have to go back, compare the rates.
do research back into all the Revenue
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Protection Orders of various Finance
Ministers from time to time and track
them down. It becomes an impossible
task. It requires a special research
bureau in order to get this job done,
whereas the Hon. Minister’s advisers
who did this work would have known
where they made the variations and
all that was necessary was to give
us a set of comparative tables setting
out the original figures and the new
figures, the original nomenclature
and the new nomenclature that he
has chosen. That is all that was
required.

The Hon. Minister has behaved in
a way which makes it impossible for
us to discuss this matter. I accuse
the Hon. Minister of having burked

the discussion on this matter.—
{Interruption].
S. 8. 9GS » w. (exnesy

%508 )
({Q@" P 19. QEs T SeT—05TCvr s @a )
(Mr. T. B. Ilangaratne—Kolonnawa)
Let us adjourn the Debate.

DEZNE cenBen .

(8. Quiey Qsrievr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

I entirely agree if the Hon. Minis-
ter is prepared to give the details on
another occasion.—[Interruption].
The Hon. Minister is not prepared to
do so.

I shall mention just one item.
There was a general rate of 50 per
cent. in regard to motor spares. That
has been broken up. In regard to
some items he has released them
completely—there is no duty at all.
In regard to some he has reduced the
duty. In regard to  others
he has raised it above 50 per cent. I
am not saying that the 50 per cent.
general rate that you had in respect
of motor spares is a justifiabe one or
an unjustifiable one. I just do not
know. But there must be some
rationale behind the variations that
have been made. @ Why should the
rate on, for example, a crankshaft be

53&c6d B25) OxF B ®edDCEw
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different from the rate that you
charge in regard to some other part
of a motor car? What is the diffe-
rence and what is the reason for the
difference ?—[Interruption]. In the
process of reclassification why have
you changed the rate ? We want to
know the reason. Is it some secret
that has come down from Brussels
Convention or some other place that

cannot be shared with anybody ? Is
it something like psychometry where
you cannot share your information
with somebody else because there is
no information to share ? We have
no objection to reclassification. A
rose by any other name—we all know
the rest of it. Reclassification for the
purpose of facilitating reference,
making it possible for you when you
talk about a certain item in the list
to know that some other countries
also have got the same idea, is not
something that we object to. With
that kind of reclassificaion we agree,
but in the process of reclassification
you have changed the rate. Why have
you done that ? There must be some
reason for doing so. Tell us the reason.

a&G 233 BBND
(Qzerres euarel priiss)
(The Hon. Wanninayake)
I shall tell you later.

&MY cenBen .

(8. Quie Qerievr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

So the explanation will come after
the discussion :—[Interruption]. You
have done something. It is up to you
to explain that to us before we dis-
cuss this. We have to discuss your
explanation.

OCoNO 5 Dca.
(Bmw. Qemsrger)
(Mr. Ilangaratne)
Let us adjourn the Debate.


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

2573
el Ppwrsmm: BOIRE

W, 0BC OB AcsBosy O, (D&Y
™ V06 ¢ eRow S EGe@ny o)

(B®m. . Qsapner QUG EIs—n s &
Qs ifev, &L pRm1fle syeinéFifer LIT T T @
Wwer p& ST N )

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe—Parliamen-

tary Secretary to the Minister of Indus-
tries and Fisheries)

We have debated this—[Interrup-
tion].

AEND Bt .
(8m. QuieL. OFrievr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

If the hon. Parliamentary Secretary
to the Minister of Industries and
Fisheries knows this so well, let him
explain it to us.

ol o&. . LwddRm
(Csorreas Gep. oyf. epweur ser)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

The hon. Member may sit down
and let the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary explain the position.

253D ceBeh .

(B Quie) Qsrdiovr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

[ am prepared to give way. All I
can say is that if that is so it would
have been better if the hon. Parlia-
mentary Secretary to the Minister
of Industries and Fisheries had been
the Minister of Finance. Why did
you not give him this portfolio and
ask him to give this explanation ?
—I[Interruption]. I have plenty of
arguments to make. I am still on my
first argument, my first accusation
against you. You have made a
change. When you make a change
it is your duty to give us information
as to why you make that change.—
—[Interruption]. You could have
easily given it to us in advance
when you made the change.

O& D3I B5NGD
(Qaerroy eueref priiss )
(The Hon. Wanninayake)

This was recommended by a com-
mittee.—[Interruption].
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DEND oenRBen .

(8. Quie. Qrievr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

We are not concerned about those
committees. Those committees are
your advisory committees. They are
not responsibe to us.—[Interrup-
tion].

grndc Y. 8. cuedsl

(srflf crer. erib. QuGrmrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

They are all interested parties

A D53 BN
(Qzorres aucref] prids )
(The Hon. Wanninayake)
Interested parties ?

Gl DuY. 9. eucBé
(soor g5 erer. erwb. QUGTTT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Yes, of course !

A% CeNRL et
(Bm. Quiey Qerdieovr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

A number of commercial, indus-
trial and financial pundits have been
advising this Government over the
last 3% years. A number of the
blunders that have been made in the
field of finance and commerce can be
traced back to these advisors on
whom the Government relies. The
Hon. Minister’s mere statement that
he went on the basis of the advice of
some committee he appointed is
certainly not going to enlighten us.

There were a number of things
that the Hon. Minister could have
done in the process of the reclassi-
fication. A reclassification results
from a detailed study that has to be
made of customs duties for the
purpose of bringing them in line with
the Brussels Nomenclature. Here
was an opportunity to inquire into
this entire question of preferential
and general rates. The Hon. Min-
ister could have made use of that
opportunity. We have traditionally
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continued with these preferential
rates, originally for articles coming
from Britain and subsequently for
those coming from Commonwealth
countries. Is it advantageous or
not ? Is it some sentimental attach-
ment to the Commonwealth ? From
the point of view of trade, what do

you gain ?
This Government, the previous
Government, and Governments

before that have, from the point of
view of protecting our own exports,
entered into bilateral contracts with
various countries. Have you ex-
amined this whole question of pre-
ferential and general rates as against
the policy of bilateral contracts ?
‘When you have a bilateral contract
with a country which does not have
a preferential rate, to that extent
the terms of your contract are
different. What special advantage
do you derive in regard to the entire

range of articles for which you have

a preferential rate and a general
rate ? The Hon. Minister could have
made use of this opportunity to have
studied that and given this House a
proper set of conclusions to which
he would have been led as a result
of his studies, so that we could have
discussed that question also. Here
was the opportunity when all these
items were being discussed in detail.
The Hon. Minister has failed in that
matter, and we are still continuing
with the same thing.

During the time of the Coalition
‘Government when my hon. Friend,
the Member for Yatiyantota, was
Minister of Finance, there was an
expert who came down to study this
question of the revision of customs
duties and to review the entire set-up
with a view to reorganizing customs
procedure. That matter was serious-
ly being considered at the time.

The present Permanent Secretary
to the Ministry of Local Government
was at that time handling this
problem of customs. Now, at that
time—I am not revealing a secret—

53&css By 5% ®edDACews
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it was considered that this question
of preferential and general duties
should be reviewed from the point
of view of ascertaining to what
extent there was any advantage at
all to us in this matter.

When you find that our principal
exports—in fact our principal export,
tea, goes today to the London Auc-
tions—are subjected to a gradual
depression of prices there, when you
find that there is a ring operating in
order to keep prices down with con-
sequent loss of earnings to this
country, I ask you, why are you
anxious to give these preferential
rates to these people ?

I know, for instance, that Canada
gets her tea through London. We do
not export our tea direct to Canada.
Canada buys her tea from London,
and at the retail end the amount
collected by the trader is well over
four to five times the price that is
being paid to us. The subsidiary
company of the same firm buys the
tea from its principals in London,
but the difference in the two prices
amounts to such a profit that the
Canadian company has been able,
from the point of view of their own
advertisement, to finance the Univer-
sity of Ontario in Toronto City to
send an expedition for zoological
purposes to Africa every year. They
are able to do that kind of thing
because of the money they make, and
that is the money they earn out of our
tea by exploiting the difference
between the purchase price that the
subsidiary company pays to the
company in London and the retail
price in Canada.

I say we are being robbed of our
dues by this means. In this situation
and against that background, I ask
the Hon. Minister to review the
necessity of continuing to give pre-
ferential rates. It may be that you
have to attract certain kinds of
machinery from other countries for
your industrial development. There
are certain goods originating in that
country which people say are the
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best. If that is so, I can understand
your extending the preferential rates
in respect of that which you require
for your development. But this
blanket cover for goods “ originating
in the Commonwealth ” and the grant
of a preferential rate—I just do not
see the reason for continuing this any
longer in this way.

Here was an opportunity the Hon.
Minister had of reviewing this. It
would have been commenced at the
time the hon. Member for Yatiyan-
tota was there as Minister of Finance.
He did not get it done—

NG D57 535N

(Ozersa eueref pruss)
(The Hon. Wanninayake)
I have done it.

AENE cenSBeh Sen.

(8. Quien’ QFrievr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

What have you done ? You have
done nothing. You are still continuing
with it and you are unable to give
us the reasons why you have not
made any variation.

To come back to this matter: As
far as rationalizing the nomenclature
is concerned we have no objection
at all. It is for the purpose of facili-
tating reference as between the trade
authorities in this country and other
countries, and it is a very good thing.
I mentioned instances to the Hon.
Minister in regard to certain changes
that were made where he has increa-
sed the duty. He has also de-
creased the duty. He has released
some articles from payment of any
duty at all. Here we come to a
field of operations in regard io
which also the Hon. Minister has
been very, very reluctant to part
with information, namely, the total
impact of devaluation and the Foreign
Exchange Entitlement Certificate
Scheme on top of which he has
restored the import of a number of
items to this country on Open
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General Licences. The entire ques-
tion of Open General Licences, the
relationship of the O.G.L. Scheme to
your F.E.E.C. Scheme, the relation-
ship of both these to your de-
valuation and how these are in
any way related to your develop-
ment programmes, are all matters
in regard to which the Hon. Minister
owed an explanation to this House
and on which he has given us no in-
formation up to date.

aé 33 BB5NGD

(Qaarrey euesref] pritdss)

(The Hon, Wanninayake)
There was no opportunity.

LMD cenRen Y.

(8. Quiey Qarievr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Why ? When you introduced these
schemes you had the opportunity. It
was your duty to give us this infor-
mation. You have been sadly neg-
lecting your duty. The Hon Minister
has allowed a number of things to
come into this country on Open
General Licences. It has been a
waste of national resources—getting
down discarded garments and ready-
made garments. They are piled up on
the pavements today in the Pettah.
Padlocks that can last us for many
years to come—

Scacwmnd D,

( Blaw. RuEQETY )
(Mr. Jayakody)
Key chains.

DEsND cenBemn S,
(Bp. Quie Qariiovr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

L just cannot wunderstand this
policy. The Hon. Minister has allow-
ed all these things to come into the
country on the O.G.L. Scheme.

Bwommd .

(‘Q@. Ru&CSTY. )
(Mr. Jayakody)

Knives !
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SN cwdBen Sew.

(8m. Quigy. Qsriievr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

A wide range of knives—and every-
one of them illegal under the Knives
Ordinance—one finds exposed on the
pa\{ements. Ready-made garments,
Wh1ch. I am sure at ‘the time they
were imported were shopsoiled—it is
a misnomer to call them shopsoiled—
are on the pavements getting worse.
They are deteriorating on the pave-
ments. I am unable to waste any

sympathy on the many traders who
have rehabilitated themselves in the
process. They have been getting
fantastic prices. I am not wasting
any sympathy on them though they
are to be pitied; but I am talking
about the waste of foreign exchange
and national resources in ‘this opera-
tion.

QRS Dcan.

(,@@ @)mE T G6r )
(Mr. Ilangaratne)
Toilet paper!

a& 68, @l Sk
(Oserres Cep. gy sgweui ger)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
Essential !

DEND &t Sen.
(B®. Qui@ Qeriewr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

It is very mnecessary when you
-construct a lavatory at a cost of
Rs. 18,000. Obviously it is a neces-
sary concomitant. The Hon. Minister
has released a number of items from
-duty. Because he is earning on the
F.E.E.Cs this same money, and
they are being made to pay, he has
said, “Well, I will release the duty
on them.” That was also not a uni-
form policy because you find that on
certain items he has retained the duty
and on certain items he has com-
pletely abolished the duty. What is
the raison d’etre, what is the think-
ing that has gone into this policy ?

B3ewi 8 @Y 5 @eFDC e
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Whose thinking is it ? Is it the think-
ing of the Principal Collector of Cus-
toms or of the Hon. Minister of State
who deals with imports and exports,
or of the Central Bank ?

@y 53 B3N

(Qsorren euarat] priiss)

(The Hon, Wanninayake)

They have all gone into it together.

DEZND oen@Een Scw.

(ﬁ@ Qui@y_ Qeriievr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

The more they go into it the less
you are able to tell us what process
of thinking went into this policy,
because we just cannot see any rhyme
or reason in it. I can find a lot of
unpleasant rhymes but I cannot find
a single reason. I ask the Hon. Minis-
ter what relationship this policy has
to the policies of the Hon. Minister of
State in regard to imports and ex-
ports. Why do you allow this waste
of foreign exchange when you are
talking about a difficult foreign ex-
change situation? Why do you
allow a waste of foreign exchange on
uneatable tinned foods ‘that have
been brought into this country alle-
gedly for Christmas? Ready-made
woollen garments which can find no
use in this country ; varieties of elec-
tric torches which look anything but
electric torches masquerading in va-
rious shapes. Are you going to keep
these torches alive with batteries also
imported in the future because we
do not make batteries for these
torches here ?

I just cannot understand what the
Hon. Minister has been about in this
matter. Tell us how your O.G.L.
Scheme fits into these new duties.
What is the consonance between the
two? What is the relationship of
your FEEC scheme with your new
duties ? There is one group of arti-
cles on which the Hon. Minister of
State has brought his mind to bear.
There are certain reductions made in
regard to articles that were brought
allegedly for the purpose of fitting
out hotels, as articles required for
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tourist traffic. Certain modifications
and reductions in duties have been
made on these articles under the
guise of encouraging tourism.

The Hon. Minister of State owes
it to this House to give us an exact
picture of what are the inputs in re-
gard to this whole business of tourism
from the point of view of earnings.
We opened the last Poya day issue
of the paper and suddenly found that
tourist earnings over 8 months had
inreased by 42 per cent. Now, Mr.
Minister, I am only submitting to you
very humbly that this 42 per cent is
a deception on the public by the
Tourist Board, because they have not
made allowance for FEECs and for
devaluation.

oG & §d. EwdIAm
(Qaerreas Cey. Y. QUIGUT 6T )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

What has that got to do with
tourism ?

AsNd B .

(8. Quiey_ Qariewr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

I am telling you because you have
reduced the duties on articles again
in the interest of encouraging tourism.
If you do that we have a duty to dis-
cuss that in relation to the inputs in
tourism. What is this country losing
on tourism on the basis of this ex-
pected output ? Tremendous conces-
sions have been given—tax conces-
sions, inland revenue concessions—
and now you are giving further cus-
toms duty concessions.

ol . md. SwdBRm
(Qaerrear Gey. opi. spwair ger)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
That is not tourism.

AEsNR cwBn .

(8. Quiey’ Qerievr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Hotel fittings ? This is for the pur-
pose of getting tourist traffic. The
entire thing is justified on that basis.
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You have a number of schemes. Of
course, they are for the private sector.
But as far as figures go, on the basis
of your World Bank expert—the-
Davies Report—there does not seem
any likelihood at the rate at which
hotels are being built that you are-
going to have tourists in that way.

el o0& @l BwdZR»

(Qzarren Cog. gyi. eguieur ser)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

Are we having too many hotels ?

AEsNE ceaBehn D,
(Dp. Qui@y’ Geriievr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

We are having too many hotels,
some of them too expensive.

& e&. @, SwdBRm
(Qserrar Geg. gyi. sguieui e )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
Where are they ?

AEsND ceaSBe .

(8w Quiey’ Qardievr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

In yesterday’s papers there was the
story that they are going to start on
the Intercontinental Hotel, that in six
months, building operations will start.
Have they estimated the cost of a
room on the basis of this Eximp Bank
loan ? How did they get this Exmip
Bank loan unless there was Govern-
ment patronage? Otherwise you

cannot negotiate a loan from that
Bank.

a& 8. ¢d. BB
(Qzorreas Ceop. ayi. equicui ser)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
Government investment,

DS cenBedn s,

(8p. Qi@ Qerdiovr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

That is right. Now, on the basis of
that loan and the interest payable,

have you estimated thz cost of a
room ?
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ad e&. fd. LD
(Qaerres Geg. oyi. epwieui gar)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
Yes.

NEsND 0B .
(8. Quiey. Qeriovr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)
How much ?

oé o&. @d. LwedIA»
(Qserrar Ceg. gyi. eyueirsaT)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
I cannot say off-hand.

AEBND ceBen Dew.
(8. Quie Q&riewr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

If you compare with what was con-
sidered to be the economical cost, at
which you can break even, in the
Davis Report you will find that there
is a very big gap, there is a tre-
mendous excess. Add the interest and
compute it on that basis.

o c&. @l SwdER»
(Qaorras Cag. gy sguiairGer)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

If there is no profit the Americans
will not invest.

AEsND cenBesn D,
(8. Quie Qeriievr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

There are other guarantee that you
ghave given them.

ad e&. @d. BwdIR»
(Qeerres Cgg. oyi. spuweui ger)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
What ?

A 50D cenRBen Dwo.

(8lop. Qui@) QFriievr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

There are so many guarantees.

a&; &, »d. BwDERH»
(Gaorrey Cep. gy, egwieur ger)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
No guarantees, nothing at all.

2584
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AZsnd cRtn Dw.

(8. Quiey Qerienvr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Will you table an entire statement
in regard to this ?

aé oF. @d. BB

(Qsarras Ggg. ayi. e se)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
Certainly. No guarantees at all.

e sy Sy .
(B Qagvpper sgu&man)
(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

The normal foreign
guarantees.

investment

A&BLD cenBen Do
(B Quie’ Qerievr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

What is the investment ? You are
getting a loan from the Asian Bank.
That is a guaranteed loan. Apart from
that, what is the foreign investment?

@ad . @ld. DI
(Gaorrey Ceg. oyr. spwatger)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

I cannot reply off-hand. I do not
carry American investment in my
head.

ALE%BD ot Dw.

(Ba. Quir@l Q&riievr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa) ~

This is the most important thing
that you are undertaking at the

moment from the point of view of
national importance.

ad; &, . iR
(Qaorres Cey. oyr. spweur ger)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

If you give me notice, I shall give
you the information.

AE52R cenBen S,

(8. Quiey’ Qemrienr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

I am only asking this question : On
the basis of the expected return or
what can be projected as a possible
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return, have you estimated your in-
put-output ratio to see whether it is
economical or not? When I go
through the figures that have been
given by the Tourist Board and com-
pare them with the three different
estimates given by different authori-
ties, I find that the estimates of the
Tourist Board fall into no workable
category.-

The Hon. Minister said that he
would appoint a Select Committee
and treat this as a non-controversial
matter, so that we can all go into the
question and arrive at a unified
policy. The Hon. Minister has not
done that.

ad &, 8. BwdEAB
(Qazerres Cgg. gyi. spuweui sar)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

Wait till the chairman comes back.
He has gone abroad, and as soon as
he comes back I shall do that.

DE5ND oI .

(8. Quiey Qeridenr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Everybody is going abroad, includ-
ing the deputy to the Principal Col-
lector of Customs.

@l Y. 8. cuedb
(serpE erar. erw. QUGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Your chairman was at San Fran-
cisco.

aé o&. @d. BB
(Qaerres Gep. oyf. spwour sar)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

The leader of the hon. Member for
Colombo South has just come back.

@rnde DuY. 9. euedé
(ser Bl erer. erb. QuCrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I went for a different purpose.
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DE5HD wEw D,
(8. Quie. Gerdevr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

He went to a Commonwealth Par-
liamentary Union meeting.—[Inter-
ruption]. That, of course, is a
euphemism on the part of the Min-
ister of State.

@S D53 BIBNGWD

(@50?.?@1 66T 6ol | BT U5 &5 )

(The Hon. Wanninayake)

Did the hon. Member oppose Com-

monwealth preference at the Com-
monwealth Parliamentary meeting ?

@rthie Y. O®. euedd
(seorp 5 erer. ortb. QuUGrmTr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

That did not come up.

DA ENRDDHE

(&FLr pruiss oerEor)

(Mr. Speaker)

Shall we now come to the Resolu-
tion ?

A851D cwmBm .

(Slw. Quirey’ Qarievr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

This is a very relevant matter.

2D 5NN
(FLIT BruisT yair&er)
(Mr. Speaker)

The hon. Member has taken some
time. If he asks his questions they
can be answered at the end, and we
can avoid cross-talk.

LN eI Dk,

(Bs. Quiey’ QFrdevr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

We have not been given the neces-
sary information to debate this ques-
tion properly. If we had been given
that information, none of this cross-
talk would have been necessary.

The Hon. Minister of State is run-
ning away again. The Hon. Minister
of State and the Hon. Minister of
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Finance have to look into one very
important matter. Customs officers
are being blamed for being too strict
with tourists on the one side, and on
the other, they are blamed that they
are not being strict enough and that
too many unwanted articles compet-
ing with local articles are being
smuggled in. I know the Minister of
Home Affairs was very deeply con-
cerned about foreign sarees. He, of
course, came out with the idea that
any lady wearing an imported saree
should be boycotted.

D BNED S
(Furprusi yeuiser)
(Mr. Speaker)

Should be boycotted or should be
whipped ?

DEND cenBesnn D,
(B@. Quiey QeFriionr )
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)
Should be boycotted.

I had a bad dream. I thought of the
Hon. Minister of Home Affairs being
introduced to a lady at one of these
parties at which he is a guest and he
says, “ Well, madam, let me examine
your saree to see whether it is im-
ported or not, whether it is smuggled
or not, because until then I can hold
no further communication with you ”
and I could imagine the possible Teac-
tion of the lady to the Hon. Minister
of Home Affairs, a charming man
though he may be.

DS BN )y

(aruxr;z;frmaff 9QUT &G )

(Mr. Speaker)

There has been no reaction so far.

AE5ND oenBes D,

(8@ Quie Qeriewr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

That has been because the Hon.

Minister of Home Affairs, unlike Bar-
kis, has not been willing.

The Customs officers are often
being slandered on this matter. On
the one side, if they are strict they

Bewldm 0x'E @eRDCw
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are told that they are discouraging
tourists ; they are being very harsh
on the tourists. On the other hand,
when they become strict you find
that they are blamed on the ground
that they are being very strict. If
they are not strict they are accused
of conniving at smuggling. Every-
body does a little smuggling. It has
almost become a polite fashion. A
certain amount of polite smuggling
is being done by practically every-
body. If I look round even in this
Assembly, it is always possible to see
SO many persons using articles on
which no duty has been paid. That
is not difficult. But apart from that
I should like this question settled in
some proper way with these officers
so that they are not always pilloried
whatever they do.

I have asked the Hon. Minister of
Finance and the Hon. Minister of
State, who is concerned with tourism,
to summon these unions of officers—
they have their own trade unions—
discuss the matter with them and see
that you put this on a proper basis
so that both sides can be satisfied
that the job is being done properly.
I want even at this stage to ask the
Hon. Minister of Finance together
with the agencies that handle tou-
rism to summon these officers to a
meeting and give their unions an
opportunity of discussing their diffi-
culties. They have a number of diffi-
culties. They cannot do their job.
What is the use of having these new
duties ?

They cannot do their job at Katu-
nayake. They do not even have a
room to themselves. You built an In-
ternational Airport on very modern
lines—thanks to Canadian Aid
obtained during the time of the last
Government—but in the course of
doing this those who undertook the
handling of the affairs of this coun-
try from 1965 did not bother to see
that the Customs officers were given
a room in this place. They have no
rest rooms. A number of turns of
duties have to be performed. The
Immigration officers there also suffer
from the same trouble, but in parti-
cular the Customs officers do not
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.even have a place they can call their
own at the International Airport at
Katunayake.

These are matters that I want to
bring to the attention of the Hon.
Minister of State as well. I was men-
tioning the difficulties of the Cus-
toms officers. Whether it is in the
Port of Colombo, at Ratmalana, at
the Kankesanturai Airport or at
Katunayake, when they handle the
baggage of those who are coming into
this country, they are accused of
being either too strict or not strict
at all. They are accused of harassing
tourists if they examine the baggage
of the tourists when they are leaving
the country, despite the fact that we
lose so many millions of rupees in
gems ; if they examine the baggage
too strictly, then the tourists com-
plain and the papers splash headlines
that the tourists have been harassed.
But we have had various dignitaries
and others smuggling -currency,
jewels and gems out of this country.
Persons who have been honoured
guests of the State have been found
smuggling gems and currency out of
this country.

I want to ask the Hon. Minister of
State and the Hon. Minister of
Finance together to summon these
officers, have a discussion with them
and find out what their difficulties
are in regard to the implementation
of policy and arrive at a common de-
cision so that both sides can be satis-
fied that the job is correctly done.

Well, these are the maters I want
to raise under this Resolution.

I want to come back to my com-
plaint against the Hon. Minister of
Finance that he did not give us the
necessary information which would
have enabled this discussion to pro-
ceed on proper scientific lines from
the point of view of impact of these
duties in their variations upon the
trading position in this country and
therefore upon the economy of this
country. It is a matter of great regret
that he did not do so. As far as we
are concerned, we do not necessarily
oppose this, but I do not know what
the other hon. Members think of it.
If they are as indignant as I am at
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the cavalier treatment given to us by
the Hon. Minister of Finance on this
occasion, then, Sir, I think, we might
take a common decision to oppose this
Resolution that he has put forward.

&g. o». 3.47
SsommaE .
(Bl usblary.)
(Mr. Jayakody)
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“ Artificial flowers, foliage or fruit and
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DYE ? edwl® DmnB8men), o8
Swed “fExmrYunc cco®u " e375)

cwd c®etd wcmsy & Reaxd,:

“Contract for Tractors

A large order for 200 Ford tractors and
ancillary equipment, worth  some
Rs. 2,000,000, has been placed by Sathiya-
wadi Stores and Motor Transporters Ltd.,
of 21, Dambulla Road, Kurunegala, the
Ford tractor dealers in Ceylon, with the
Ford Motor Co. Ltd., of Basildon, Essex.
These tractors are for the Agricultural
Department, River Valleys Development
Board and the Land Army.”

P& NED PDHHICEO YO0 WS
e &) 68 B8R SwnE ern@wnsy G
89 38R corydxf»0 M8 @&?
[208 BEI]

“These tractors and implements are
being imported under the interest-free
loan agreement between Britain and
Ceylon. The vehicles are now being pre-
pared for shipment at the Ford factory
at Basildon and are expected to arrive
in Ceylon shortly. ”

eNLE BthE Daewsy Fes 6@y @Hcsd
arYeryY e Bewsy® Doy Dmendes
AL GeTRED WOWY wemB. dDewnsd
Td coxydr’ery czadwBm 910508
W6y, Fheal® &' Smensfery sy
emn®e ch oxler’y F WEw
cexYery sy eBadwBm DmenSmansy.
g8 BOBBG v Bfewd T e
CHIBY O Bror. & VED 68y A e
Bw® ecrierI & gul®B. b sy
ey 888w HOwO, ey O M8
QLT w€®», c@d Y . ®
gy emsy oned thd @m8wd emsY
5y I cxorIdriersdsy FLhsImas sy,
% Bwd W et Dz enSwd eessyds
co®8, & Y corxfdxyexry. dewsy
BEBBS oW o Befeed %R &
&9 €Dy 0 ddn. a8 T ged
D0 sy’ ®m0 HE? B 2188
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ad 08, @md. SwE®
(Qsarras Gey. ,;:_Jb.ff. QUG HET )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
@Y snrYetd oY cozy N2, exve,
@@qé’m@@ G nwewsy ?

OCoSHY 5 Desa.

(Bp. GavmsTger)

(Mr. Ilangaratne)

@ B 3w @& e FOBYPSs
O WEen eng WO O b dw 3
=0 DOwy B¢ 2 BDuk. 6@ Shew
DC ¢® ol e GBS @
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. . 3.48

Gr1ehdc O3Y. DO, eueldh
(sorflg erer. erib. QuUGrrrT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

On the face of it the Hon. Minister
is trying to bring us into line with
the international practice with re-
gard to classification of articles. If
that was all that was done we would
not have had much to complain
about.

Q& 253 BIBNGD
(@5@?!@1 QUG e FIT &S )

(The Hon. Wanninayake)
Are they welcome ?

Hnde DY, 9. cuedsd
(sarfls) erar. erw. QuUGrmm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

This is an international classifica-
tion, and when you export or im-
port goods you would know into
which category they fall. There
would not be a dispute as to the
category into which they fall. It
may be an article imported from
Holland or from some other place,
but unless the category into which
it falls is an international one there
are bound to be disputes with regard
to the particular rates and tariffs.

It is a pity that the Hon. Minister
did not give us enough details in
order to try and appreciate what is
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being done. To some extent I have
gone though this list. The complaint
made by hon. Members is this, that
while we concede the desirability of
having this new categorization we
find the Hon. Minister has also taken
the opportunity to make -certain
changes in the duty rates. I do not
believe that he has merely changed
the classifications and placed those
classifications before us. I think he
has made certain changes with re-
gard to the duties that have been im-
posed.

U 05y ey e,

(8. CQoporppsr gubiian)

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

It is done categorywise. The duties

under some categories have been
raised.

e OxY. OB, euels
(sorfl5 erar. erb. QuGrrm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

May I give an example ? The hon.
Member for Kolonnawa drew atten-
tion to the fact that the duty on live
horses has now been changed to Rs.
2,000. The original duty was Rs. 5,000.
The reduction is Rs. 3,000. I do not
know whether the Hon. Minister has
got the sanction of this House ; to my
recollection he has not done so. Simi-
larly, with regard to dogs, the origi-
nal duty was Rs. 500 which the Hon.
Minister had reduced to Rs. 250 ; but
now under this he has reduced it te
Rs. 225. That is a further reduction.

All that I would say is this, the
Hon. Minister, when he places before
the House the re-classifications, is
justified in saying that there has been
no major change in regard to duties.
But where they have been changed,
I think he should have placed before
the House the facts which justified
his making further changes with re-
gard to those items.

May I take some of the items that
I have gone through ? At page 7, one
item is rice. I do not know what the
previous duty was, but I think there
is a duty of Re. 1 per cwt. It may be
nominal, a cent or a little less than

5——50 18746 (68/11)
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a cent per pound. I would like to
know why this is being done. What
the Hon. Minister should have done
was to have explained to us the vari-
ous changes that have been made as
a result of the re-classification, if

necessary. May I give some
examples?

By the way, there are many tissue
paper interpolations in this book.
That means you have made changes
at the last moment in the original
classification worked out over a
period of time by experts. One would
have thought that it was finalized at
that stage. But as it is there are a
large number of tissue paper correc-
tions that are introduced which make
variations in the duties provided for.
Why these last moment changes ?
What are the reasons for these
changes at the last moment ? The
Hon. Minister should have informed
this House about these changes.

ady 53 BB
(Q@orreas cueref fruss)

(The Hon. Wanninayake)

There is a committee

reviewing
these matters.

@nde DY, 8, cuels
(sarfl§ erer. erib. QUGror)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I do not think so. I do not think
these interpolations are being made
because of the reviewing done by
this committee. Take the interpola-
tion made at page 13. It says:

“Biscuits of special value in the treat-

ment of specific diseases, and infants’
rusks.”

They are free of duty. I do not
know whether some of these biscuits
and infants’ rusks cannot be manu-
factured here in Ceylon. If sG, why
are you providing them duty free ?

@S D5Y BrNncse
(Qaer QIG5 115 % )
(The Hon. Wanninayake)

If it is not necessary they will not
get a licence.
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ala du3. DO, suedsb
{as@n’ﬁ@ erar. erib. QUGramr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

In that case why do you not treat
all the other items also as duty free ?
There must be some logic in what the
Hon. Minister is doing. In certain
cases he says, “ Although it is pro-
vided here as duty free, they will not
get an import licence”. This is
meaningless.

Ci\d.; 253 B35NGD
(Qsorra QUGG BT UG & )
(The Hon. Wanninayake)

If it is not necessary no licence
will be issued.

&N D53, O, el

(serflG erer. erb. QuCram)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Why are you imposing duties on
others ? There are duties imposed
at 300 per cent. It is much better to
say, “ Well, you are not going to get
any import licence for these parti-
cular articles.” This 300 per cent
duty is absurd. There must be
some consistency in the policy of the
Hon. Minister of Finance.

Look at page 14. There is a duty
of 55 per cent on saccharin tablets. I
thought saccharin tablets should be
treated as medicine for a large num-
ber of people, particularly those on
the other side of the House, who are
suffering from diabetes. They might
have been given the concession of
having duty-free saccharin tablets in
order to safeguard themselves from
diabetes. Bring that also under the
same category as infants’ and in-
valids’ foods. Your interpolation at

page 14 says:

“Food preparations not elsewhere

specified or included—
A. Saccharin tablets—55 per cent.

B. Being infants’ and invalids’ foods—
Free.”

I do not see any consistency in the
picture drawn by the Hon. Minister.

Let us turn to page 19. In the origi-
nal, lubricatine nils and greases

Hewaidm 0578 edDCwH
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carried a preferential duty of Rs. 2
per imperial gallon and a genersl
duty of Rs. 2.10 per imperial gallon.
In the interpolation what has the
Hon. Minister done? He has
divided this into two parts—lubri-
cating oils at Rs. 2 per imperial
gallon preferential duty, and lubri-
cating greases at 30 per cent general
duty. What is the reason for this
change at the last moment ? What
is the reason for this distinction
between lubricating oils and lubri-
cating greases in this way ? Appa-
rently, this is an interpolation made
at the last moment. In the original,
lubricating oils and greases are com-
bined. Now they are separated.

All that I am asking is, why are
you changing this in this way?
Surely the Hon. Minister must take
the House more into his confidence
than he has hitherto done.

I suppose the Minister thought that
nobody would bother to go through
this document. He has himself not
bothered to go through it and he
thought that all that was necessary
was to state, “ This is the new classi-
fication under the Brussels Agree-
ment. ”

DS BN G
(FUTpTWST SyouilE6r )
(Mr. Speaker)

The Sitting is suspended for half
an hour.

A8 SO0 gMEY? MOMEDD ¢w B89D»
CEDY, @ wn. 430 O 2 Om» R E» G

4.30 we ey
(Berm®Lo Spriunnmulo mj.

Sy aorey 5. L.
@ent B m1 5 SUULG,

Sitting accordingly suspended
4.30 p.M. and then resumed.

f;:@saoﬁ D53, 8. eue8sb
(soorf & erer. erib. QuCrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Mr. Speaker, when we adjourned
for tea I was trying to point out to
the Minister that in the process of
classification according to inter-
national nomenclature he has made
certain changes for which he has not

till
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given any adequate explanation. I
pointed out the case of lubricating
oils and greases. In the original pro-
posals lubricating oils and greases
were categorized as one item. On a
subsequent decision by the Minister,
lubricating oils and greases have
been divided into two categories of
lubricating oils and lubricating
greases with separate rates of duty.
So there is no uniformity in duty.

Let me take one other item. At
page 31 of the Gazette there is an
item wunder heading number 36.06
“ Matches (excluding Bengal match-
es).” Why the exclusion ?

ady D53 B3IBNCD
(G?asm_nf@_-' QUGG BTG )
(The Hon. Wanninayake)
That was there.

@hden 253, 90, eweld
(sarpls erar. erib. QuUGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

So you just copied it! Instead of
merely copying from what he found
in the previous classification, the
Minister might have provided a
rational explanation for what he has
done. |

Then take heading number 39.07-—
articles of materials of the kinds
described in heading Nos. 39.01 to
39.06. There are nine items. On
“Cups and saucers, dishes and
plates 7’ the duty is 220 per cent. The
next item is “ B—Wearing apparel
excluding foot-wear and headgear.”
Now, what is the connection between
these two categories? One is cups
and saucers, and the other is wearing
apparel. Item “C?” is vacuum silos
for storing cattle fodder. Now,
where is this categorization that you
have been talking about ? The next,
“D?” is Vinylite paper, and “E”—
“pipes and pipe-fittings”; “F”—
transparent wrapping material, not
elsewhere specified; and “ G ”—In-
fants’ soothers. So, when the Hon.
Minister tells us that he has categor-
ized. we expect it to be on a rational

1968 cxn®R8 23
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basis. I do not see the logic of *his
categorization. It does not seem to
be rational as the Hon. Minister tried
to make out. And may I also ask
why “vacuum silos for storing cattle
fodder” has only a duty of 10 per
cent ? There are many matters
which the Hon. Minister might have
to explain so that we could have
some enlightenment from his massive
intellect.

I come to page 40. Under the
heading No. 44.15, item “ A—For the
manufacture of receptacles or other
containers for Ceylon exports”
appears. Is it not possible to
manufacture these receptacles in
Ceylon ? The heading is “ Plywood,
blockboard, laminboard, battenboard
and similar laminated wood products
(including veneered panels and
sheets) ; inlaid wood and wood mar-
quetry ”—Surely, we are capable of
producing this stuff in the Plywood
Factory. “For the manufacture of
receptacles or containers for Ceylon
Exports ”. This covers a very wide
category.

The next I wish to comment on is
what appears under the heading
No. 44.21—“ Complete wooden pack-
ing cases, boxes, crates, drums and
similar packings imported assembled,
unassembled or partly assembled.”
If they are for export of Ceylon pro-
duce, the duty is 10 per cent. These
are things that can be done in
Ceylon.—[Interruption]. @ Why do
you not impose a higher duty ?

oS D5 BN
(Qzerres cucierl piriss)
(The Hon. Wanninayake)

A licence is needed to
these.

import

i’ﬁ:l@aao& D5y, D, el

(sorplG erer. orth. QuCrrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

This is the illogicality of your
import policy, Mr. Minister: You
say 10 per cent here, but in the other
category you impose a duty of 200
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and 210 per cent. Why do you not
follow the same procedure ? Where

is the logic of the position taken up
by the Hon. Minister ?

Then at page 43, the duty on
cartons to be used as milk containers

is given as 15 per cent. Now, that is
also one of your afterthoughts.

NG DY BN

(G)a;anreu 6 G| FIT UG & )

(The Hon. Wanninayake)
It is a correction.

Pprnda DuY. DO. euedsb
(soorf G erar. erib. QUGrsm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

These can be made in Ceylon, and
they are being made in Ceylon.

On Page 48, Chapter 53, you get
“Sheep’s or lambs’ wool, not carded
or combed ” under the tariff heading.
These items will come in duty free
if they are greasy or fleece-washed.
Otherwise.the duty will be 10 per
cent. Why do you want this lambs’
wool ?

aG D5Y B

(@5@?3’@; ws&rs&ﬁ‘ﬁrwé‘s)
(The Hon. Wanninayake)

If we do not need, we do not
import.

GHhw Y. DO, cuecdd
(sorflg erer. erib. QuUCrar)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Is it for knitting purposes ?

“QOther animal hair (fine or
coarse), not carded or combed”,
whether fine or coarse, will come in
duty free.

oG 8. &b, LwdIAm»
(@a;srmsu Gep. . spweur gar)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
Those are not all imported !

Newldm 05YE) et
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srnde Y. DO, ewels

(soorplG erer. erb. QuGrrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Then what is the logic of this
position you have taken up ? These
items are provided free of duty, but
in the next category you have im-
posed a duty of 200 per cent, 300 per
cent ; and nobody is going to import
when you impose a duty of 300 per
cent.

aS D5Y B3N

(@56)’!'5’611 ws&rmﬂgrme&&)

(The Hon. Wanninayake)

These are based on international
standards.

=
!5 S

-E;'-Jaafﬁcﬁ DY, 8. cuels
(sorfl ) erer. erib. QuUBGrrm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I was also once the Finance
Minister. I do not think there are
international rules with regard to
these matters. All I say is that there
is no logic in what you have done.
It is true that you have adopted an
international nomenclature.

a& & @d. Swuddm
(Qsorrar Cgp. oyi. epwei Ber)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
Customs has no logic!

@mnde O5Y. DO, el
(sarpls) erer. ortb. QuUlrsmr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Beyond that I do not see that you
have followed any particular line.
I do think that we want some sort
of logical rational system of Customs
duties. Personally I think, if we are
following the practice of having a
duty of 300 per cent and 310 per cent
and at the same time provide for
import bans, there is no meaning in
such policy ; in fact, it is monstrous.

Although the Hon. Minister has
tried to improve to some extent the
system of Customs duties I do not
think he has completed the job.
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ad D5Y B5cE
(Qaorres euarafl prwéss)
(The Hon. Wanninayake)
The process is not final.

ande OsY. . cuedb
(seor @ erer. orn. QuGrmm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

What process ?

o DY B rncad
(Csarrar UGBTI FTIES )
(The Hon. Wanninayake)

The process of improvement 1is
going on.

g8 Y. 8. cweddh

(ﬁ@).’rrfﬁ'@ erer. erip. QuGrmr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

What is going on is not clear. I
do not know whether it is the process
of educating the Hon. Minister that
is going on. Certainly, the Hon.
Minister is not educating the House.
While we have no particular objec-
tion to this Resolution I do think the
Hon. Minister should have given us
more information with regard to the
duties he has imposed.

g. o». 4.40

ad D5Y BN

(Qamf@ ms&raﬂ‘mmuéa‘;}

(The Hon. Wanninayake)

Mr. Speaker, I do not think there
is any serious objection to the
passage of this revenue protection
Order. In fact, I thought the em-

phasis was more on the side of
complimenting us on getting this
classification done. The previous

Government talked about this but
nothing was done.

Hndw dnY. . ewedl
(5613;1"09‘,@ erar. orth. QuGrm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

The process begun by us has been
completed by you.
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@S DY BIBND
(CsaerT oy Ul T Uid S )

(The Hon. Wanninayake) 3
We got down a United Nations

expert for this purpose.

ande Y. 2O. cweld
(Eﬁl)ﬂ'rlﬁ’@ erer. eripe QuUGrmTm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Who is the expert ?

adL D5Y B 5NGED
(@asar.rrgu QuGTeH BTG S )
(The Hon. Wanninayake)
Mr. Abbas.

annu Oy, OO, cuedd
(’56\317‘;5?5) eror. e QuUGrmm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

He came down during my time.
Do not say you got him down.

ady D5Y BBNGD
(Osarra; QUGG BT I &S )
(The Hon. Wanninayake)

He came during your time but
nothing was done. It is after I got
hold of him that things began to
move, and we have produced this
classification. We should have been
complimented because we have now
got up this international classifica-
tion. Its advantages are that the
importers and exporters know exactly
where they are, what the classifica-
tion is, and clearance of goods in the
Customs will certainly be expedited.
Earlier the Principal Collector of
Customs was called upon to pass
judgment on ad hoc complaints and
if they were not satisfied with his
decision they went to court. I am

sure those difficulties will now be
greatly minimized as a result of this
classification which is based on
accepted international standards.

Hon. Members asked, “Why do
you not give the old rates along
with the new rates?”. It would
have taken me one week to read them
in this House.
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Gprnde 25y, Q. cuedb

(s@rplE erar. erib. QuGrrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

You could have drawn attention to
the important points.

a&1 DY B 5N
(Osorres overeflpruss)
(The Hon. Wanninayake)

I am not saying that this classifi-
cation is final. I certainly think
that there are anomalies in it. There
is a standing committee sitting on
this classification and they are
getting complaints from various
people. They are trying to rational-
ize this classification. In fact, that
is why we have a number of inter-
polations, additions and deletions. I
do not say this is perfect. This is
still being examined. But that should
not make us lose sight of the advant-
ages we derive by accepting this
nomenclature and classification.

Some rates were quoted which
were not perfectly accurate. The
hon. Member for Kolonnawa asked
me, “ Why have you charged Rs. 300
per pound on musk?” He was so
interested in musk! There is no
answer given to the question why
you charged Rs. 330 for a pound of
musk when you were the Minister of
Finance.

OGNS B .

(;@@ B)VEI ST &6 )
(Mr. Ilangaratne)

Where are the figures ?

@éL DY BN

(Osorres essrefsriss)
(The Hon. Wanninayake)
I have got the figures.

Naturally when various items in a
pool like that are brought under

various classifications and sub-
classifications the rates will change.
‘There will be some little increase and
some little decrease. I do not think
there is any substantial change.

Bewl] S 5FH) edACK
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Reference was made to certain
articles. The mere fact that we
have mentioned the duty in the list
does not mean that we are going to
import those articles. For the pur-
pose of importing those articles a
licence will have to be obtained from
the Controller of Imports.

I do not take up the position that
this scheme is perfect. We should
all be happy with this main classifi-
cation because it conforms to inter-
national standards and it will have
many advantages. Thle importers
will know where they are. The
clearance of goods will be expedited.
It will remove some of the incon-
veniences and hardships importers
and exporters have been ex-
periencing during the past years.

I give the assurance to the House
that if there are any complaints and
any anomalies they will be looked
into and adjusted, where necessary.

g e BOum iy, wmuldn e
ey NGssULLE o phmsosTeroriulL g,

Question put, and agreed to.

RDi8nde gresm: DHeRIOE
Brinrgers @l L &re s tb: SiLbrers

IRRIGATION ORDINANCE : REGULATION

@, oo &AT

o 8. 8. ¢ BECD
(Qsorres &. 19. 19 Peveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I move,

“That the Regulation made by the
Minister of Land, Irrigation and Power
under Sections 3, 5 and 117 of the Irri-
gation Ordinance (Chapter 453), which
was presented on November 6, 1968, be
approved. ”

This is to include District Land
Officers, Assistant Conservators of
Forests and Government Veterinary
Surgeons in the District Agricultural
Committees and also to appoint a
member of the fishing industry where
there are fishing societies.
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Earlier last year I brought forward
this Regulation but some Opposition
Members objected to it because
Senators were included. I have
therefore dropped Senators and have
re-introduced this Regulation.

o M wenB8d W CE
M@y 610 HuthuliGUHM Sl
Question proposed.

. 0. 4.48

OGS B Dedn.

(Bm. @omssger)

(Mr. Ilangaratne)
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o 8. 8. ¢ 8BCD
(Qearreau &. (F. 19 Hovaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
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(Mr. Ilangaratne)
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(Mr. Jayakody)

@&l DNNEDDOD, O WEen
o @b FOBRDNeE FIHBIE N
S HE & gcwed @EHD. e
2858 ©OYIEET EBgd® S [Qes o))
o @0 »HO® cHemm® 6 DBLMNY
D @B €D & @Y QSO (Stol
Pemd wwd omed Eed Fof mecd
858 89 dI889c0 DdB® §®

e somE § ewmemn) DO,
9. @@ D @ICASw  TRe®BY
Bwmd 650608, dedd 58

gBw 9B dfer  mum
Rws5ens 65nc R, 8 deed woend
S Recam D8 HurYer. dewsy Ok

858 »HOYIEsY wedm I®
ewidsn By @ e - muwt.
@caced D o wRw B

1960 808 Réemns WS REA® YL
ge el & Béenw P O D
e 50 BEwdEND NBBw S8a®

@Y BD8w Dwewsy B wEed ©OBY
1958 205 —cdDnd HHB O

800 cwidsn W6 BeAMD. DI
38 @I ndsy ®»EC  Zum.
[0 B8] =mcehed ob& @FF

D@ (8. def. c5e8b Bw.) WNWBD,
50O GIB&Y cdwed D IABG

oé DO E, EFHFD
1858 890 D  2Ows Y
o5 Béenwey o mHey F 2 Boens
By O edsyem e, & Hen 6@
218298 g 98 «F8S wmém B
0@ 90 WSO a8 »O, gf
@enesy cH® o Ydwddsy
sy e’ DD EEcDCH ewcsy
@By e B Gtnw ACH eCH
ob a@BeersY & 9T B8SHmdn.
1985 & @8 c®» ®»EHD. den® mnz'
® 1990 & g8 c®» »ecHd, RNuw B®
DB EwCu® Y O G DEsT 5.


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

2619
8Bl prumD: DS HG

o 8. 8 ¢ BT

(Qserray &. (. 9. Goveur )

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
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| @aé 8. 8. ¢ B
(Qsorrey 8. §. g Gowr)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

"1 will take into consideration what
the hon. Member for Kolonnawa (Mr.
. Ilangaratne) said. I think there is a
lot of substance in what he said.
‘Members of Parliament will save a
lot of trouble if the local authorties
are represented, but they cannot be

Rewldm 8x5FP) SeFDCw
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included by an amendment. The law
does not provide for it. I will under-
take to consider it and see what the
suggestions of the D.A.Cs would be
on this matter. We have got the local
authorities represented in the D.C.Cs
—[Interruption]. I must look into it.

I want to say this. The District
Co-ordinating Committees have all
the necessary members, all the local
authorities and so on. I find, in
practice, at various kachcheris where
1 have gone to, the D.C.Cs. take up
some of the D.A.C. matters also. They
are not kept out.—[Interruption]. I
do not know how big the D.A.C.
would be. It may be the same as the
D.C.C. But I shall consider the sug-
gestion made by the hon. Member
for Kolonnawa. I think it is a very
useful one.

In regard to the matter raised by
the hon. Member for Divulapitiya
(Mr. Jayakody), if a tank went on
unattended for many years, the
obvious reason is that the depart-
ment would have turned it down be-
cause of pro rata costs or something
like that. At the special request of
the hon. Member they may have
started revising the estimate twice
or thrice and the work may not have
been done. I feel sorry for the Irri-
gation Department and not for the
hon. Member in those circumstances.

eI EE Hiduw® Swi. (2T BR8wE)
(8. Cogrirey rrousas—ape@fswm )
(Mr. George Rajapaksa—Mulkirigala)
You are sorry for yourself.

o0& & 8. ¢ 8D

(Qsorres 8. F. g Qevar)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I know it.

SEIEE SHbuyw Do,

(8m. Carigy rregudas)

(Mr. George Rajapaksa) :

You are the biggest obstacle: to
land development,

oS 8. 8. ¢ 8D

(Qaorrer @. 9. 1y Keveur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I see, That is your opinion.


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

2621
9a® ®D¥0Hm (veeaddm) v IOV

oI EE Sbduws Sw.
(B Cogrired rreguisag)
(Mr. George Rajapaksa)

That is the opinion of everybody.
—[Interruption]. Wait for the next

Item.

DS ENGDD

(arurrpmuasn'" ca;a;ﬁ"sa{fr)

(Mr. Speaker)

Wait for the next item please and
you can debate it.

o sy Bolewwy

(Qaorrey oymsssour DHIT)

(An hon. Member)

He is getting warmed up.

ad &. 8. ¢ 8T

(Qzerras &. 1F.19. Heveur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

That is all right. He is warming
up.

WD N B G S

(FUrTprus; ojairser)

(Mr. Speaker)

You are having a rehearsal.

s Dw T Y, uwmudm Fa.

all@) el@SEULLE, arm mSGI&TeTeTLILILL g,
Question put, and agreed to.

OLI® LT (CeeRT DY)
IS DDy

 srel) 9 AGEE (Bmss) wCersr
Lanp DEVELOPMENT (AMENDMENT)
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ecdm 6 BuBed® Beowda Bwdm G2
@oaoine wHUHaren &l U &S L1
LI L .

Order for Second Reading read.
&. oxn. 4.56

o 8. 8. & BED
(Ozorrar &. F. 19 QAevaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
Mr. Speaker——

CEFEE Srdas¥e .

(,Q@)- Cegrirgy rreousay)

(Mr. George Rajapaksa)
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(Qzorres &. (7. 19 GHovaur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

@b BDSNGDRNOB, Y& 6
S92 »ew . g8 cxm 88
»HE ed BHHNd OB Vg BHOWO
6rxd BxY®ms DOWIOR. DEO
emsYed Bur B2 gR® &zF
D8 eeyenB Qa® em®@vr &l
0605y Gwddrn @ésY O ewgrn. &
HEndD B Yoew BuBw Goew B
HDREER. 68 gmé 9Bt &BxY 52 WD
cx¥erney <o @0 ¢8® T Y
SF B 1808 ndm @G o
Eed b
Rsy eurtdh el cwesn. [tk
R ]

=CRsY Amdéen =l wWew

DS BN EDNS

(Furprusi @il ST )

(Mr. Speaker)

Please do not interrupt the Hon.
Minister.

e&f8E Lty Ow.

(B Ceogriigy rreyuisag)

(Mr. George Rajapaksa)

What the Hon. Minister says is not
correct. The Land Commission did
not suggest that.
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(FLm prLisi YUl H6T )

(Mr. Speaker)

Please do not interrupt the Hon.
Minister. If he is not correct the hon.
Member can reply. Do not interrupt
him because he cannot make his
speech.

ab 8. 8. ¢ 8D
(Qaorrar &. 1. 15 Govar)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I consulted all the D. A. Cs, and
almost all the D. A. Cs and areas
where there are colonization schemes
and land development schemes, in
large numbers, recommended that
given outright grants the farmers will
quickly be dispossessed of their land.
That was their opinion. Therefore,
they recommended that the terms be
restricted, and Paragraph 226 of the
Land Commission Report suggests
the following :

« With this background the Commis-
sion is, therefore, recommending certain
modifications of the tenure available
under the Land Development Ordinance.
The tenure now being recommended is
in three stages. The first stage may be
considered a period of probation and
lasts for about three years, during which
the allottee should develop the land and
establish himself on it under close Gov-
ernment supervision ; in the next stage,
which follows when the land has been
developed, the allottee will be given the
opportunity to purchase the land from
the Crown and in the final stage, the
allottee having completed his purchase,
will obtain a grant from Government
subject only to conditions preventing
fragmentation and will be completely free
from Government supervision. These
stages will now be fully described.”

Sir, that is the gist of the recom-
mendation on this point by the Land
Commission.

As I said, almost all the D. A. Cs
whom I consulted stated that this
third stage will result in a lot of
farmers losing their land and that
they will be converted into large
holdings. In fact, that was the opi-
nion also of two Cabinets and the pre-
sent Cabinet has suggested a com-
promise. This is the compromise :
There are two stages. Under the
first _stage land development will be
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under supervision. The second stage
is, where a man is able to pay up the
costs of the land, a certain part of the
costs, the land will be given to him
and it enables him to mortgage the
land to authorized institutions like
the State Mortgage Bank, the
People’s Bank, A. 1. C. C. and the co-
operative societies, but not to any-
body else. He can always transfer
the land to a person approved by the
Government Agent or the Land Com-
missioner.

Now, the parallel is this. There is
provision under the Stage Mortgage
Bank Ordinance for a person who
holds a long-term lease of Crown
land under the Crown Land Ordi-
hance, to mortgage that holding, that
lease, to the State Mortgage Bank,
and that provision also enables the
State Mortgage Bank to seize that
land and sell it subject to one condi-
tion. That is, the purchaser should
be a person whom the land Commis-
sioner will approve. That is all.

So, the Cabinet thought that the
Government can bring in the same
restriction in this. That is to say,
where an allottee under the L. D. O.
pays the cost of the land he can mort-
gage it to the A. I. C. C., the State
Mortgage Bank, the People’s Bank, or
to a co-operative society, and those
institutions, if necessary, can seize
such land and sell it to recover the
debt provided the man who purchases
the land is a person approved by the
Land Commissioner. The Govern-
ment thought that that would be
effective against people buying land
and forming large estates in coloniza-
tion schemes. That is the restriction
we are introducing. Then the allotiee
can also sell the land provided the
purchaser is a person approved by
the Land Commissioner. That is the
compromise the Cabinet came to bet-
ween the recommendations of the
Land Commission and the outright
giving of land and making it possible
for people to buy from the allottees.
The fear was expressed by most of
the agricultural committees where
there are large allotments and also

Byewd & 858 @edDcem

2628
—GedM V6 Bwd@

by some members of the Cabinet, that
free sale of land will result in farm-
ers being deprived of land and large
holdings being formed. This was
anticipated by the Land Commission
itself, and in paragraph 222 it refers
to this, and also suggests another
alternative. This is what the Land
Commission report says :

“222. A peasant is more likely to sell
land which he cannot exploit to the full
and to sell only for the good price which
will be paid by a person who considers
he could obtain better benefits from the
land. Such a peasant would probably be
a poor cultivator. It seems unnecessary
to place handicaps in the way of his dis-
posing of this land at the best price he
can get for it and his trying to establish
himself in some other field more suited
to his own capabilities. At the same
time it will be a fair presumption to think
that the land so disposed of will be put to
better use, resulting in greater produc-
tion. In this process it is quite possible
that there will be a general transfer of
land from a lower to a higher economic
class. It may also be possible that such
a transfer would not be accompanied by
any undesirable economic or social effects
such as the creation of a large landless
unemployed or great disparities of income
between different classes. But if these
undesirable effects do occur, the remedy
is to use the machinery of Government
to redistribute the land among those who
need it, and equally important, among
those who can use it to the greatest ad-

vantage to themselves and to the
country. ”
The Commission thought that

there is the possibility of large
estates being formed by persons
buying these allotments. And, if
such a thing happened, they recom-
mended the use of the machinery of
Government to acquire the land and
sell it. So, the Government’s com-
promise on that is to enable the sale
of the land to a person approved by
the Land Commissioner and also
allow a mortgage of such land, so
that the allottee can get a loan
sufficient to develop the land : and,
in case of default, to allow the
institute which has lent the money to
seize the land and sell it to a person
approved by the Land Commissioner.
We are doing this following the pro-
vision that already exists in the State
Mortgage Bank Act. That is the
main purpose of this Bill.
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Then, in the working of the Ord!-
nance we have come across several
difficulties, and those have been
put right by the different clauses
in this Bill. We have come across
cases like this. This is a case
that came wup before me. An
allottee who took land when he
was a bachelor, nominated his
brother as his successor. Subse-
quently he got married and he had
children. He died without changing
the successor, and after the man died
the brother claimed the land and
deprived the widow and the children
of the land. We have brought an
amendment which provides that if a
bachelor gets land and subsequently
marries, the act of marriage automa-
tically makes the wife and children
successors to that land. That will
safeguard the interests of the widow
and the children if the man fails to
nominate a successor or change the
SuCCessor.

Then we also came across many
cases where the allottee had died and
the eldest son had got the land. When
that happens the allottee’s widow and
all the younger children too live on
the land. Shortly thereafter the son
gets married and the daughter-in-law
of the widow, or of the spouse who is
left behind, starts quarrelling with
the younger brothers-in-law, sisters-
in-law and the mother-in-law. Very
soon the entire family is broken up.

In order to prevent that situation
and to safeguard the unity of the
family, this Bill provides that if an
allottee dies, the spouse who is left
behind gets a life interest in the
allotment as long as she does not
remarry.

On this matter we consulted many

farmers and this provision was in-

cluded in order to safeguard the
family unit without causing any un-
fair hardship to the nominated
successor who would succeed to the
allotment automatically. This would
apply in cases where a spouse of the
allottee—the successor’s mother or
father as the case may be—-is left be-
hind. e |
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These, Sir, are the main provisions
of this Bill. I should also say that
three successive Governments under-
took to implement the recommend-
ations of the Land Commission and
two Governments thought it unsafe to
allow the allottee the unrestricted

freehold right in the land.

The previous Government also pre-
pared a Cabinet Paper in 1961 or so
and for seven or eight years now this
matter has been deferred mainly be-
cause of the problem of sale. This
Government also considered this
matter for three or four years and the
Bill that is now before the House is
the compromise that has been effected
by the present Government based on
the provisions already existing in the
State Mortgage Bank Ordinance for
the disposal of long-term leases,
which I do not propose to read again.

Those are the provisions of the Bila,
I commend the Bill to the House.
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“ A Citizen of Ceylon means an indivi-
dual who is a citizen of Ceylon under
any law for the time being.”
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Interruptions are bad enough, but
words like ®w and e®w should not
be used in this House.
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Section 20 states:

«No land shall be alienated by grant
except under Land Kachcheries. ”
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Under “ Statement of Legal effect ”,
Clause 9:

“The legal effect of this Clause will be
that except in such cases as may be pres-
cribed by Regulation made under the
principal enactment....”
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(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
Regulation passed by the House.

bsommd .

(8w quatsry.)

(Mr. Jayakody)

Clause 9:

“The selection of persons to whom
Crown land shall be alienated under this
Ordinance shall be made at a land
kachcheri. ”
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“ BExcept in such cases as may be pres-
cribed by Regulation made under the
principal enactment, the selection of per-
sons for alienation of land shall be under
the Land Kachcheri.”
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“The amount to be paid by a permit-
holder annually for the purposes of sub-
section (3) of section 19A shall be deter-
mined in accordance with such regulations
as may be made in that behalf.”
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“ This Section which will replace section
38 of the principal enactment by this
clause provides that the amount which
will have to be paid by a permit-holder
annually for the purposes of sub-section
(3) of section 19A shall be determined
in accordance with such regulations as
may be made under the principal enact-
ment for the purpose.”
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“The amount to be paid annually to the
Crown in respect of any land alienated
under a grant or a permit shall be fixed
in such grant or permit with reference to

the value of the land on the date of such
alienation,”
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“__..the amount will have to be paid
by a permit-holder annually for the pur-
poses of sub-section (3) and shall be
determined in accordance with such regu-
lations as may be made in the principal
enactment for the purpose.”
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ings, roads or works, preservation of
objects of archaeological or histori-
cal interest.
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It being 7 p.m., Business was inter-
rupted, and the Debate stood adjourned.
Debate to be resumed on Sunday, 24th
November 1968.
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Motion made, and Question proposed,

“That the House do now adjourn”.—
[Hon. C. P. de Silva].

DE5ND R .
(8. Quiey Qerdiewr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

I want to address a question to the
Hon. Minister of Health. He is not
here.

The question I want to raise is
with regard to the frightening spread
of filaria in the Island today. There
was a programme for control drawn
up in consultation with the World
Health Organization and public
health authorities of the Health
Department. The co-operation of
local authorities was supposed to be
obtained for the purpose. Within the
Colombo Municipal area the Munici-
pal Council has been entrusted with
this work. 1 believe it is the same
with certain other local authorities
in the Western Province. Throughout
the rest of the Island it is the public
health section of the Health Depart-
ment that carries out this work.

Now, despite the good work that
has been done up to now from some-
where round-about 1952, we find that,
far from eradicating this disease, in
recent months there has been an
increase. There is evidence of the fact
that it has spread. Undoubtedly,
in certain areas the incidence has
dropped, but in a number of areas,
from what we hear from people who
have gone to clinics and got them-
selves tested, it would appear that
the disease is on the inrease.,, One
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of the tragic facts is that in an urban
area like Colombo—I am disposed to
believe, despite what I am told by
those who are in charge—the disease
is on the increase.

Being a member of the Colombo
Municipal Council I have departed
on this occasion from the usual pro-
cedure of raising matters which are
critical of municipal policy first in
the council itself and after that, if
necessary, here on the Floor of this
House, because I am raising this
question in the larger context of
filaria control in the Island as a
whole ; it does not affect Colombo
only but a number of rural areas as

well.

The measures so far devised are
inadequate—the measures devised
for entomological control ; that is, the
control of the mosquito that carries
the disease. We have failed both in
regard to anopheles which carries
the malaria germ as well as in regard
to culiciform, the culex fatigans and
the like which carry filaria. It may
be that these mosquitoes are develop-
ing a resistance to the drug that is
being used, to the particular chemi-
cals that are being used. I should
think that that is the case in Colombo
because one feature of entomological
control or preventive measures taken
in Colombo is the spraying of D.D.T.,
and that does not seem to have any
effect whatsoever. It has not con-
trolled the mosquito. It has not
destroyed the mosquito, It has not
even intimidated the mosquito.

I do not know how it is in certain
other areas. I know that the Dehi-
wela-Galkissa Municipal Council,
the neighbouring municipality, is
making a valiant effort in this direc-
tion. They have a special clinic
where persons who wish to have
themselves examined can go and get
themselves examined and get treated.
In Colombo the treatment is given at
all the dispensaries. But for the
purpose of doing this survey for
controlling the disease and for
eradicating it, those measures are
inadequate. Blood sampling has been
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done commencing somewhere in 1969,
and out of the 47 wards of the
Colombo municipal area so far we
have completed only 8. On that basis
the completion of the survey of the
City will take 20 years, so that with-
in the lifetime of some of the present
residents of Colombo there will be no
survey done.

Entomological control is very poor.
We do some DDT spraying, but catch-
ing the adult mosquito to see whether
it carries the disease is not done. The
various aspects of control have not
been attended to properly. One of the
reasons given is that we do not have
enough money in Colombo. There
was a conference in 1962 of the Min-
ister of Health with the Municipal
authorities. Certain decisions were
taken. I do not know where the blame
lies for the non-implementation of
those decisions. Some blame lies with
the C. M. C. For instance, in the
matter of taking blood films we have
employed inspectors of the Sanitary
Service, whose pay scales are very
much higher than those of the Assis-
tants used in the Public Health
Department outside Colombo, so that,
obviously control measures cost more
in Colombo. We do not appoint a
doctor to be in charge of the
campaign.

Certain measures that were pro-
mised were not undertaken. On the
other hand, the Government too has
failed. Rs. 3 lakhs a year for this
purpose and the drugs that were re-
quired were promised, but these have
not been forthcoming. That is a
failure on the part of the Central
Government. I am not blaming any
particular Government. The decision
was taken in 1962. To this day this has
not been implemented.

In South Colombo, the area taken
from the Kotte Urban Council, *he
sections of Kirillapone, Pamankade
and Kirula, is affected by this
disease. I have known cases of infants
and children apparently suffering
from ailments of the lungs and were
so treated by a number of specialists
until it was finally discovered that the
source of trouble was filaria.
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I know the case of a man who was
suspected of suffering from cirrhosis
of the liver and decay of the kidneys.
This was a man who did not take al-
cohol. After research it was found
that the cause was filaria. These may
be very rare instances. I am told filaria
attacks kidneys and livers. These ins-
tances are somewhat rare but even as
a rare instance it should not be al-
lowed to occur.

Something must be done in the pro-
paganda field to break down the kind
of hardly civilized attitude some of
the people take. On the one side I
have seen, not only in village areas or
slum areas but even in Colombo 7 and
Colombo 3, that the residents pay not
the slightest attention to keeping the
mosquito down. They consume tinned
foods and the tins are thrown away
without any precaution being taken
to prevent water collecting in them.
There is insufficient public concious-
ness on the one side and on the other,
there is the barbarous attitude to-
wards the person having this disease
being treated as a new leper.

I know of an instance of a young
person in Colombo South who had a

marriage arranged with a young man
from just outside Colombo and merely
because a blood sample survey showed
that one member of the family had
filaria, the marriage arrangement
was called off. That is the kind of
tragic situation which does occur on
account of the fact that public health
measures and propaganda in regard
to this matter are inadequate; and
neither the Central Government nor
the Municipal authorities can in any
way congratulate themselves on their
present activities.

I would ask the Hon. Minister of
Health to call upon the local autho-
rities, in particular the Colombo
Municipal Council, to see that ade-
quate measures are taken to control
this menace.
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“ My No. ABD/J. 2/9
Ministry of Home Affairs,
Colombo 1.
9th July 1965.

Mr. U. K. Edmund,
No. 77 Norris Road,
Colombo 11.

Sir,

Cancellation of Liquor Licence
No. A./1382/13 of 29.9.64

With reference to your appeal of
30.6.65 addressed to the Hon’ble Minister
of Home Affairs, the Hon’ble Minister has
agreed to your being allowed to continue
till 30th September 1965.

In regard to the period 1.10.65 to 30.9.67,
the Hon’ble Minister has directed that in
the public interest the licence should not
be renewed.

Your Obedient Servant,
I am, Sir,
Permanent Secretary ”
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(The Hon. E. L. Senanayake)

With regard to the question raised

by the hon. Member for Colombo
South (Mr. Bernard Soysa), filaria
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control for the whole Island, othe;
than the Colombo Municipal Council
area, is undertaken by the Ministry
of Health.

This year we are spensing Rs. 2
million on the control of filaria.

I find that the Colombo Municipal
Council had asked the Government
in 1962 for a grant of Rs. 300,000 a
year. Unfortunately the Cabinet at
that time had not agreed to it. I
kave had discussions with the Mayor
of Colombo and the Minister of Local
Government, and I shall make an
effort to try and get this grant for the
Colombo Municipal Council.

The endemic area extends from
Negombo to Kataragama, and the
incidence of filaria has come down.
Twenty years ago the incidence of
filaria was 7.5 per cent. The infection
rate has come down to 1.4 per cent.
But I agree with the hon. Member
that of late there has been an increase
especially in the wurban area.—
[Interruption].

Filaria that existed in Kurunegala,
Hambantota and Trincomalee has
been eradicated, but we find that it is
coming up in Anuradhapura and
Trincomalee.

This is a dread disease and it
spreads mostly in areas where there
is no sewerage, especially in the out-
skirts of Colombo, and I feel that the
efforts of the Colombo Municipal
Council will be nullified if the adjoin-
ing local bodies do not do their work.

At present we are carrying out a
survey. We have got a team of
entomologists from the W. H. O., but,
as the hon. Member pointed out, at
the rate the Colombo Municipal
Council is doing its work another
twenty years will pass before the
disease is eradicated.

I propose to get an increased vote
for this purpose because my Ministry

has taken very serious note of the
present increase in filaria.
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(The Hon. Dr. W. Dahanayake—
Minister of Home Affairs)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Adjourned accordingly at

725 pmMm. until 10 AM. on
Sunday, 24th November 1968.
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