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asked the Minister of Land, Irrigation
and Power : (¢) How many copies of
the booklet or publication on the Uda
Walawe Scheme were provided by the
consulting engineers when they
submitted their report? (b) Was a
subsequent order placed with the
consulting engineers for 200 addi-
tional copies of this report ? (¢) Was
prior sanction obtained from the
Treasury for this new order for addi-
tional copies; (d) Has any payment
been made to the consulting engi-
neers for these additional copies ; if
so, how much? (e) Is he aware
that the original report of the
consulting engineers was  sub-
sequently completely changed and,
therefore the original report of the
consulting engineers had no rele-
vance to the project that is being
implemented ? (f) If so, what was
the need for the original report of the
consulting engineers being printed
at all 7

ad 8. 8..¢ 82 (99, D=1 Y10)
o SeCAC GOB v WWMENGD)
W (Qzerrar &, (9. 19 Qoveur—arentl, HrLl
urear, Bardlee @Lbd b FaL (PSD
@(RLD)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva—Minister of

Land, Irrigation and Power and Leader of
the House)

(a) The contract with the consult-
ing engineers provided for the supply
of 25 copies of the preliminary report,
50 copies of the technical report, and
200 copies of the detailed specifica-
tions and construction programme.
This number was subsequently in-
creased to 300 copies of the technical
report and 300 copies each of the de-
tailed specifications and construction
programme. (b) Vide (a) above.
(¢) No. The additional copies were
required for distribution among
technical departments and, as the
scheme was a major work for which
world wide tenders have to be call-
ed, for distribution among the intend-
ing contractors and the various em-
bassies. (d) Yes. The total payment
made was ' $6,087.31 of which

Bewldm 9578 RDCw
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8 S&nd

$1,300 was provided for in the ori-
ginal contract. (e¢) The tender notice
provided for offers on the consul-
tants’ specifications as well as for
alternative proposals. The alternative
offer made by the successful tenderer
contained certain  modifications
which are: (1) shifting spillway

from the river section to the L.B.

section of the dam; (2) locating of
power plants in the sluice intake

towers ; (3) raising the height of the ¥

dam by 2 ft. (f) The alternative
offers were made after the calling of

tenders whereas the order for extra

copies of the report were placed
before the calling of tenders.

@8 9uY. 99. 6weds
(s 5 5 ereir. ertb. QuGram)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

The point is this. Why did not
your department get  sanction
because this is outside the normal
terms on which Treasury sanction
was previously obtained and this in-
volved foreign exchange? The con-
sulting engineers had to be paid an
extra amount in foreign exchange.
When I was Minister of Finance this
matter came before me. We had to
honour an obligation that you in-
curred, but I wanted the officer con-
cerned surcharged because he had no
business to do it. Why did you not
do that ?

You will find a minute of mine in
the Treasury ordering that the officer
concerned be surcharged. Why did
you not do it ? The officer concern-

ed, the head of the Irrigation Depart- =

ment, Mr. Gunasekera, has now re-
tired. He has enough money
this surcharge.

aé 8. 8. ¢ B

(Qaorras & 19. 19 fAoeur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I am not aware of the details about

%

to pay. 44

this order to surcharge the officer. i

<hall look into the matter. This officer
will be getting a pension from Gov-
ernment for a number of years to
come and if a surcharge is to be im-
posed we can do so. He has plenty

of money to pay a surcharge.

iy )\I*.t;

i‘ g I T': e
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G. 0. D. B.! LEASE OF STONE-CRUSHER
FROM MR. INDRASENA DE ZOYSA

2. 8w 9. 99, cwedsd

(@oor Bl & erer, ertb. QuGrrm)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)
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asked the Minister of Land, Irrigation.
and Power : (a) Is he aware that the
Gal-Oya Development Board has
taken on lease a stone-crusher from
Mr. Indrasena de Zoysa ? (b) Since
when has  this stone-crusher been
taken on lease ? (¢) What is the
monthly rent due to Mr. de Zoysa
on this lease ? (d) Has the Gal-Oya
Development Board taken on lease
stone-crushers from any other
individual or body ? (e¢) How many
stone-crushers does the Gal-Oya
Development Board possess 2 Bk

oS 8. 8. ¢ 8D

(Osorrey &. (9. 19 Boveurj -
- (The Hon. C. P. de Silva) @
- (a) I am not aware. (b) Does
not arise. (c) Does not arise. (d)
No. (e) Fourteen stone-crushers
were owned by the Gal-Oya Develop-
ment Board

Gnda A5y, 2O, cwedd

(sorfl& erer, erw. QuUGrrm)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

The Hon. Minister says that he is
not aware. Has he inquired and
found out from the Gal-Oya Develop-
ment Board ?

oG 8. 8. ¢ B

(Qaworres &. (9. 9. Kevaur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

Yes. My office has inquired and
found out. They say they are not
aware of any such hire.

@l dxY. 98, cueds

(srfl@ erer. erib. QUGrry)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

My information is different. If the
Hon. Minister does not mind, will he

please inquire again ? This is a very.
bad practice. '

oé 8. 8, ¢ 8D
(Qaorras &. 1S. 19 Déveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I shall certainly go into it because
I do not approve of it, if it is so.
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G.0.D.B. : LEASE OF TRACTOR FROM
MR. INDRASENA DE ZOYSA

3. @ 8w Y. 08, cueld

(soon @8 ereir. erid. GQuGrrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)
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asked the Minister of Land, Irrigation

and Power : (a) Is he aware that the
Gal-Oya Development Beard, has

Bewldm 058 SeRBCw
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taken on lease a tractor from Mr.
Indrasena de Zoysa? (b) Since
when has this tractor been taken on
lease and what are the terms
of the lease? (c) What is the
monthly hire due to Mr. de Zoysa
for the lease of this tractor ? (d)
How many tractors does the Gal-Oya
Development Board possess ? (e)
How many tractors has the Gal-Oya
Development Board hired from other
individuals or organizations ? (f) If
so, since when and at what rent ?

o 8. 8. ¢ B>

(Qsarrey &, F. . Raveur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

(a) I am not aware. (b) Does not
arise. (c¢) Does not arise. (d) 508
tractors. (e) Eight or nine agricul-
tural tractors were hired for
approximately 130 days (1,104
tractor days) for the last sugar
harvesting season which ended on
3rd December 1964. (f) Hired for
haulage of sugar cane trailers from
the plantation to the sugar factory
at the rate of Rs. 3 per mile per
trailer for the first six miles and
Rs. 250 per mile thereafter. The
tractors in question were not hired
by the Board direct, but the haulage
of cane was given out on contract at
the rates mentioned earlier and the
contractor used tractors for this
work.

8 DY, 98. euedd
(sorfG erer. erib. QuUCrar)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

From whom were these tractors
hired ? You hired them for sugar
cane work.

wé 8. 8. e BCD
(Qserrey &. (F. g Boeur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

The Gal-Oya Development Board
gave a contract.

@ 8an &Y. O8. cveddl
(sorf & erer. ertb. QuUGTaT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

To, whom ?
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o 8. 8. ¢ G
(Qserrey &. 5. 4 Beoaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I do not have the name of the
contractor.

@da Duy. 0. cuedd

(sor @ erer. eriv. QuUGror)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Can the Hon. Minister find out ?

a6 8. 8. ¢ B
(Qaerrey 8. 9. 15 Boeur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

Yes; I will tell you.

pda Y. 98, eneds:
(soor 5 erer. erib. QuUCrar)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Secondly, on what dates?

o 8. 8. ¢ BCD

(Qaerras 8. G. g Haar)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I will give that information too.

e’y ccumimel€mR: oY

S0y

Wiy s Po%wmasenid  sFbuer QpreTUTE

VALUATION DEPARTMENT : SALARY

ANOMALY

8. 8. 28. e w. (Snd)
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(Mr. B. Y. Tudawe—DMatara)
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asked the Minister of Land, Irrigation
and Power: (a) Is he aware that
there is an anomaly between the
salaries paid to the workers of the
Valuation Department serving in the
Colombo District and those in other
districts ? (b) Is so, will h= take
action to eliminate this anomaly and
pay all these workers the same salary
as paid to those working in the
Colombo District ? (c) If not, why ?

ad 8. 8. ¢ 8D
(Qaerres 8. F. n Kaar)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

(a) Different rates of wages have
been authorized by the Treasury for
casual unskilled labour employed in
outstations and those employed in or
within a 5 mile radius of the muni-
cipal limits of Colombo. (b) and (c¢)
Different rates have been sanctioned
apparently for the reason that living
costs are higher in Colombo than in
the outstations. This matter is tied
up with the larger question of wage
increases to “casual unskilled
labour” employed in Government
departments in general, and any
alteration in sanctioned rates must
await a general revision of wage
scales for similar casual labour.

2 5NIND S,
(Furprust seurser)
(Mr. Speaker)
@uestion No. 9.
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(The Hon. I. M. R. A. Iriyagolle—Min-
ister of Education and Cultural Affairs)

@b DNNERRH, & gamw
%0 88xé 200 whmww WC DN

sHda Y. 8. cweld

(sr G erer. ertb. QuGrrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera) :
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wOeny 60w o WAHWEHO BZ:
692D,

aé E8uemE
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(The Hon. Iriyagolle)
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e tiute g.

Question ordered to stand down.
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MATERNITY HOME AT PINIKAHANA,
BENTARA-ELPITIYA ELECTORATE

4, & Y. 99, cucld (3F. B.
¢ BT O —ACE8w—e0%DD)

(sorfl& eresr, erib. QUCrrr—G . erev,
. . Goer—ueindl g u—earitGo)

(Dr. N. M. Perera—on behalf of Mr. L.
C. de Silva—Balapitiya)

9B, e &» BeEAE @OB
casy iy s@®w: (¢ 28 BPen
St BBEY vy BDowwzy @ERHED
BEE, ECABTS-aF88w  BxFegwm
eudMmacd 8Bmem 883 g od
Sem 8Oem 9BW guwdé oY mn
G¢ A A&, ¥ ? () ®
QR® gUIWE onF g SIEBizeEH

@
) @

@
G

2:8m 88nd
9Re® gRBW&EcdI DASHe? (Q)
c@® g’Wé B GOCoq GLNWED
R0 9@ c®® ©HxI0 BOR DB
;e ? (8) exndeed »O, &F Oxye?

srenfl, priureer, erdles gymindsamrs
Car i@ : (<) Qupsporandiywu Cai
L @ﬁm@t,@ﬁgﬁsﬁ'm’ Qeflsaper  erergy
P gB6 ewri 2 a&si oS reraperer
sresflenw s SGear LGTCUTET DI BNl
ugpRsear QpeardaTi YTrETESSBE)S Qarer
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Qarereriin_ - Quraps

eTLILL L g7  GTGTLING DUl
() -@ssreni
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aere) QUiHme QelwiinwrL rOger
Yo @EFsousE eré@pBuefiiurrr?
() @eeLuefley, e ? G v

asked the Minister of Land, Irrigation
and Power : (a) Is he aware that an
extent of about two acres of land at
Pinikahana in the Bentara-Elpitiya
electorate was acquired for tne pur-
pose of constructing a maternity
home by the last Government ? (b)
Who were the owners of this land
at the time of acquisition ? (c) Will

he assure this House that this acqui-

sition will not be revoked ? (d) If
not, why ?

ad 8. 8. ¢ B
(Qzerrey &, (F. 19 Soveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

(a) . Yes.. (b),. Nuws. R "T.odde
Silva. (¢) No such assurance can
be given. (d) As the Ministry of
Health has reviewed the need for
this acquisition and confirmed that
the land is not required.

Hhdw Y. 98, eveld
(seor 5 ereir. ertb. QuCronT)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

The only point is this. Apparent-

ly, the original .proposal for  the
acquisition took place with the
sanction of the Minister of Health.

So why should the Minister now:

intervene and say that the land is
not required now ?
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o 8. 8. ¢ B
(Qasorsey &. (5. 19 Goveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

1 have not intervened. Under the
Act, as amended last year, the deci-
sion to acquire is made by the
Minister concerned.

ada Y. 8. cweld

(serB & erer. ertb, QuUGrTrrT)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

But the Minister had already

_applied for the acquisition.

ad 8. 8. ¢ B
(Qzerres &. (F. 19. @aveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

The new Ministers have written
in, not only in one case but in
hundreds of other cases, to say that
the acquisitions are not necessary.

@l D5y, DO, cweld
(seor G erer. orib. QUGrrT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

If the Minister concerned says the
acquisition is not necessary, that is
different ; otherwise, an acquisition
will not be revoked ?

as 8 8 ¢ BEg:
(Qaorrey &. (5. 9. Geveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

That is so.

o BoRC Owm TewGen
Qi 4 5lGleuey wam 6flg Gluineruith
PODDHIWALA MAHA VIDYALAYA

b. 8w duY. 98, euedd (. 8.
¢ BE'D @w. ©9590)

(8@ flG erar. erib. G?u@gr.rnr-—r@@. GTa.
£. g Sevaur Friide )

(Dr. N. M. Perera—on behalf of Mr.

L. C. de Silva)
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arenfl, Birliureer, Herdlas sjeinssomrs
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Corse Qsr@@lgrerer QurgLeaes
CoriiL ghler awri 5 a&sr & enfleniLs
Quir g Saie waT 6fl G FLITeL s s eflov B AILs
LgpQsar apertary IYrETESSSE@e Clarer
orul L Qaaruams oyai operrr? (g)
@éarenfl Qarererii L Qureps — 8F
Qerpgssror wri? (§) Qabarereeare
Qrsms Qi _wri L rQger ojer @&
Fos@E ars@ogueiiursr? (F) Godk
Quiefla, arer ?

asked the Minister of Land, Irrigation
and Power : (a) Is he aware that an
extent of about five acres of Poddhi-
wala Estate in the Bentara-Elpitiya
electorate was acquired for the pur-
pose of expanding the Poddhiwala
Maha Vidyalaya by the last Govern-
ment ? (b) Who were the owners of
this land at the time of the acquisi-
tion ? (c) Will he assure this House
that this acquisition will not be
revoked ? (d) If not, why ?

ad 8. 8. ¢ B
(Qserrey &. 19. 13 Beveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

(a) The Order under Section 38
proviso (a) for an extent of about
three acres was published in the
Gazette, but possession of the land
has not been taken. (b) Messrs.
Poddiwela Tea and Rubber Estates
Ltd. (¢) No such assurance can be
given. (d) The Ministry of Educa-
tion is reviewing the need for this
acquisition.

e Dy, 8. euvedd
(78S erer. erib. QuGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Can the Hon. Minister of Educa-
tion help us in regard to Question
No. 5? Will this particular land,
which has already been sanctioned
by your Ministry, be acquired ? At
the request of the Ministry of
Education this land was to be
acquired. Now there seems to be a
littlen doubt. The hon. Member for
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[@D:8a &5, €8, szedd]
Balapitiya (Mr. L. C. de Silva)

wants this land acquired so that the
school can expand. Will the Hon.
Minister look into the matter ?

ad S8ueamC
(Qaarra FRwGsTO®)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

I will look into it ; if necessary, we
will acquire the land.

easy »é-aC B8Cc duYegnm
el wdaxyBm @medlion
@GSy
Qupsp-eradLgu Gsisnh QmsHule
shnweith QgnE S

BENTARA-ELPITIYA ELECTORATE :
PERIPHERAL UNIT

6. g 8w 5. OL. evelir—(O¢.
8. ¢ ECD 8. €MD)

(sorf5 erer. orib. QUGTrT—ST. 6red.
8. 5 Boar eriby)

(Dr. N. M. Perera—on behalf of Mr. L.
C. de Silva)
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a5 B Gararoriiul L Qgearuas et
g fleurar? (o) 83.1965 v CgPwer
e g wr wreu’ e @evpeufl g HCurs S S
rrey @asrenfliler oy Ruyfleny Cuipiia L
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2:8n BEn&
Qarereriul L QurIepd ST Qerps&sr
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aré@mpueliursr?  (2) GolnQuefle,
aer ?

asked the Minister of Land, Irrigation
and Power : (a) Is he aware that an
extent of about five acres of Gallinda
Estate in the Bentara-Elpitiya elec-
torate was acauired for the purpose
of establishing a peripheral unit by
the last Government? (b) Is he
aware that possession of this land
was obtained by the D. R. O., Elpitiya,
on 83.1965? (¢) Who were the
owners of this land at the time of
acquisition ? (d) Will he assure this
House that this acquisition will not be
revoked ? (e) 1f not, why ?

b 8. 8. ¢ 8CD
(Caerrey €. 5. 9 Foar)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

(a) Yes. (b) Possession of the
land was taken on 20th February
1965, and not on 8th March 1965.
(¢) Messrs. Gallinda Plantations Ltd.
(d) No such assurance can be given.
(e) The Hon. Minister of Health has
confirmed that the land is not
required by his Ministry.

I might add that, as I said earlier,
under the last amendment to the
Land Acquisition Ordinance, the
power and responsibility for decision
to acquire or to drop the acquisition
has been given to the Ministry con-
cerned. The Ministry of Land now
acts only as an executive authority.
The relationship between the Minis-
try concerned and the Ministry of
Lands in these matters is more oOr
less like that between the fiscal and
the court, which is executive. I
must add that in regard to acquisi-
tions there were something like 40
writs against the Minister of Land
in the Supreme Court. I have
reviewed those cases and decided to
drop them.

e 8ae 9. 98. cvedd
(ser § G ereir. erib. QuGram)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Do not get frightened of courts.
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28w 8&nd
od 8 8. ¢ B
(Gaeorra &. &. g Govaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

It is not that we are frightened of
courts. I was satisfied that there was
much in what the petitioners had
stated in their petitions to the
Supreme Court.

@l Dy, &8, eueds
(sovrf@ erer, erd. QuGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

If acquisitions had been decided on
purely for private revenge, I agree
that you should review them, but
this involves the public interest.

a5 8. 8 ¢ BT
(Osenray 8. F. p Qovaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I agree with the substance of the
petition, because at the very start I
was not personally satisfied with the
order made.
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MEDICAL REGISTRARS
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(Mr. M. P. de Zoysa Siriwardena—
Minuwangoda—on behalf of Mr. S. D.
Bandaranayake—Gampaha)
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asked the Minister of Home Affairs:
(a) Is he aware that in making ap-
pointments of Medical Registrars the
National Government is following
the <ame methods adopted by the
previous Government, giving prefer-
ence to those who are proficient in the
Official {.anguage ? (b) ls he aware
that thes application of Ayurvedic
Physician, G. P. Liyanage, was re-
commended by the M.P. for Galle
and Nayaka priests of the district
for the post of Medical Registrar for
Galle ? (c) Is he also aware that the
M.P’s own recommendation was dis-
regarded because Mr. Liyanage
happens to be a member of the
S.LF.P.? (d) Will he inquire into
this ?

a& @l DAEL. 2amnwe®d (eRedw
DO EEAE qeH)
(Qserres st fll) LiG6rt). s&pruss—

e T B flevsrr oaing i)

(The Hon. Dr. W. Dahanayake—Min-
ister of Home Affairs)

(¢) Yes. (b) He was recommended
by the Member of Parliament for
Galle, but not by the Nayake Thero
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of the district. (¢) No. Ayurvedic

Dr. Liyanage was rejected because

the Selection Board considered
others to be more suitable. (d) Does
not arise.

May I point out, Sir, that Question
(b) as given in Sinhala says “ Nayake
Thero” while the Question as given
in English says ‘ Nayake Theros "—
in one place it is in the singular and
in the other place it is in the plural.
I have taken the Sinhala version for
purposes of my Answer.

DTN RDDSs
(:scurrpmuasn‘ cga;-sm?m{'r)
(Mr. Speaker)
Question No. 10.

@, J. 88w Q. (DL @ DL
@ @By ©:EEe®m o D®)

(Bq. eron. ar. FAov—aui S5, Hwmirs
L& Fifler LU I T (@B LD D& sl i)
(Mr. S. A. Peeris—Parliamentary

Secretary to the Minister of Commerce
and Trade) I

I want a month’s time to answer
that Question.

s@’ Dw 0p ImWE giSsw MIV0 Bowia
D6®» GL

dl@eal wHQme@ BDerg@s@s sarillés 22
S’ g.

Question ordered to stand down.
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(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena—on behalf
of Mr. T. B. M. Herath—Walapane)
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QatanCuefler arer ?

eriGlurapg ?

asked the Minister of Education and
Cultural Affairs: (a) Why have the
Teachers’ Transfer Boards of the
Education Department been done
away with ? (b) Does he propose to
appoint Teachers’ Transfer Boards
again ? (c) If so, when, and if not,
why ?

a& S8wemG e

(Qzerras FHLGSTO)

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

e ecendned®sy ped b @&
065 DC gead® @6 . (§) B
cn®S. (9) & eEN®S.

w@uwnd S woa®: Gl Yo
Inrelld Gl Goe)s FITFHSHT | QIETENL_ &GN
DISTRICT CO-OPERATIVE UNIONS :
GRANTS
12. ¢ em@en BSDER® Q. (O. .
8. cef by Own. eDHNDD)
(8. g Qerisr @ Baui sar—E . M. 19.

arth. Glamrg FTTLITS)

(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena—on behalf -
of Mr. T. B. M. Herath)
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askad the Parliamentary Secretary to
the Minister of Commerce and
Trade : Will he state separately the
grants given to District Co-operative
Unions from the Co-operative Funds
during each year from 1960 to 1965 ?

e, &, 83’ .

(8. erow. a. Filov)

(Mr. S. A, Peeris)

The Answer is a long list, Sir. May

‘I have your permission to table it ?

gl Y. 8. cweld
(aeor 5 ereor, ertd. QuUCrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

He may table it, Sir.

D BRGNS
(Furprust oeurser)
(Mr. Speaker)

The list may be tabled and it can
be.read by hon. Members.

swmedua o DA® G G&ET D

sunSL s G0 enevdsiue 2ty Serels
wr mi - :

List tabled is as follows :
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19,570 0
3,600 0
3,050 0

. 29,518 0

2,024 0O
1,012 50
1,225 0
2,237 50
1,800. 0
3,000 ©
2,677 55
3,646 0
2,309 75
2,150 0
4,154 9O
1,075 @
1,200 0
1,800 0O
1,649 17

200 ©

. 22000 ©

1350 0
2,5 5G

560 €
1,800 O
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8,8 BE&na
1965 (geeddn O i)

0000 ©GumI0 §eo 8308

eme® Hooed eGumIC e 308 ..

932,00 e3QBI0 §e30 308w
Brenece egomd gean 3:00w
mocc ofomd 2esa 2000

1960

1. Senub-ygsed LILLS &L
@ma;& SLONFLD

1961

1. a&eng wracLs GaLBmes
FLOMFLD se an

3. wnggim wraLd &LOPE)
FLUTED . 2

1963

1. war@t preLs  &LGDES
&L0MFLD o

3. P@alGanemuwly wLTALLE Sl
Gpeyd sonsid ;

3, wnggls wraLLs &‘n.l..@'r_pﬁlp#

&0nsh e .
4. Gssn?% (wneLLE SHLEDaE
FLOMEFLD o
. @OH@Es WraLLs HLBDOYE
FLOM& D
8. Perup-ygsond WIAULLE &l
@moys &g

7. aendgep wralLs &HLEpes
SLOMELD > i

8. wiLssoriy WIQULLE fHLEDeS
&0 LD

9. paQoailur wnaiLd L BDeydF
&LOMNSFLD s

10. eeyafur wraLLd &LEDoyS :

FLOMFLD

11. Qg Peryd wras m@meq#
- #0151 o X

12. ourpCsrien. wWTALLE &Kl
(Gt FLONFLD

13. a&noll wrailLé sLBMeS FlO0MFLD

14, saowZm wraLLd &iLeped
FLONFD

15. @ae esm@n WNQILLE FlBDEyH
407310

16. wngsamm wWraLLE &KLEDoyF
FLOMNEFLD

11. piQanmqpihy-shuapr WNILLE
F L Gmeys #0080

18, vse saieuT

Ots

1,950
650
450

1,800

1,603

(WL

10,750

25,000

20,000

3,060

2,900

3,200

3,650

3,150

6,245

4,700

27,550

3,252

1,752

3,500

2,007
1,100

840

1,980

1,953

@,
0
0
0
0
0

F.

0

80
65
0

50
0

0

0

27

1,469 55

1,800

0

1963

10.

11.

13.

13.

14.

16.

16.

17.

18.

19.

1964

1.

2.

28 BE&

&snel] wnaLLd sLEDeyd Fonsh
HunpGanie. wilLsd &L
Goeys &wngib

we@lun  wnaiLd HKRLEDoF
&Lonsn

WOLLESETLL] WNaILLE &iLGooyd

FLONELD

Qsnpiby par wietLd &LGD
oy FLONSLD

Qse esreunr wreilLé FLODoyE
FLOME LD

BraGanamney wieLLd &L
Gmeys &LOMFLD

Detocilun wrenLd &LEDeyS
FLOME LD

wngslbn wraLLd HLODeyS
FLOMFLD

U&Se) 2fOeUT neLLd FKLEBDeYF
&L0ma Lh

wnggenn wWIaLLd &KLPHeyF
#LONFL0

@t wieaLLd  &aLEned
FLONF10

prOsnpoy-sbLapT WIQILLE
FLGreyd FLona b

GOBE1s8) raLsd &HLEMyS
#1D0F LD

SerSSen WNALLE &KLEDYS
#1L01&D o

Qo eyl wralid KLEDEYS
SLON&LD

PeTuw-ySSend WIALLE &L
GoeyF &L0M&LD

GzanZy wnalLd &KLGpeS
FLOMELD

Qunrevs s penas wWTaILLd &LGD
QF FLOAEWD . .

aeelun  wruLLs &KLEDOE
FLONFLD

e @t wNaLLs HLEped #1on
&0

@hEnEe) wralltd sCPpeys
FLOMELD 2

&nell WALLE sl Gpeé FLONED

SerdHemn LWIULLE &LBDOY
FLONFID

2160
. &.
6,600 ©
2,680 0
2,334 60
4,326 0
8,276 0
4,225 ©
3,650 0
1,326 ©
2,986 10
3,000 0O
1,923 36
2,660 0
2,753 13
3,687 b0
3,512 60
2,865 60
18,670 ©
3,600 ©

3,060 0

20,618 0
2,024 0

1,012 B0
1,226 0

2,287 BO
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28 BExh
6. Hmaldsreyuly LI s & L6 @5
&) FLOMELD S 1,500
7. peQualur wrales &LEpeS
FLOTELD Sy 3,000
8. @usBeyfl wreLLd KRLOPOE
FLONELD s e 2,677
9. Gsanw wNeLLs SHLBGDYF SO0
&b s 3,646
10. wrgsep wraLLsE &KLEHS
FLOMELD . 2,309
11. vagpe smam wWNeLE HLEDYE
FLONFLD 2,150
13. aamg wrenLd sL@pey swngn 4,154
13. swunpGgmiel. wiaLLd Fl@
P& FWLISD 1,076
14. wngsln wralLd KLODES
FLOAELD i 1,200
16, Perui — ysgoTd  LoTaliLLe
& LGpoyF Fomsth 1,800
18. pPiQanqpiby &ugpn WILLE
K LOPEYE SFLOASD 1,649
17. Qsnpioy psg wraird &L
DeyF FLOTFLD i 200
1965 (1965 gyaei e )
1. @rs@Peryfl wne'Ld sLEPS
SIOTELD ; 23,000
2. burlsrie. wreLLd HL@
meys FLoNFLD e 1,350
5. wigseny WIAWLLE &HLEDOS
FLDTELD e 2,015
4. BrQsnepby—s0UADT OILLE
&L GO®E §LOMELD 660
5. Gunesspeames wraLtd &LEGD
& FwWIsb aia 1,800
8. sgrsaep wWraLd SLEDYS
FLOOELD aiy 1,950
7. Qsnupiby pE0s KLEDEE &0
&b e .o 650
8. wer@i WLralLs &KLADYF
018D ‘e 450
9. Pralsnenwla wralis &LEP
e SWNFLD e 1,800
10. Cssr% wrailLsé &LEDeY swrsy 1,603
1960 Rs,
1. Chilaw-Puttalam District Co.
operative Union .. 10,750
1961 i
1. Kandy District Co-operative
Union o 25,000
2. Matale District Co-operative
Union v .. 20,000

&

BB

(f:]

09

17

%w BEns
1962

1. Mannar District Co-operative
Union o .

2. Trincomalee District Co-operative
Union A2 Als

3. Matale District Co-opera.tive
Union s

4, Kegalla District Co- opera.bwe
Union :

5. Kurunegala District Co-operative
Union . =

6. Ch:]aw-Putta.lam District Co-
operative Union e

7. Kalutara District Co-operative

Union ol s
8. Batticaloa District Co-operative
Union ST ‘i

9. Nuwara Eliya  District  Co.
operative Union Gia

10. Vavuniya District Co-opera.twe
Union

11. Ratnapura Dmtnct. Co-opera.uve
Union .o

12. Hambantota District Co-operatwe

Union s ate
13. Galle District Co operative Union
14. Kalmunai District Co-operative

Union 5 i
15. Thala Uva District Co-operative
Union o i
16. Matara Dist.rict Co-operatwe
Union 5

17. Negombo- Gampaha District Co-
operative Union

18. Pahala Uva District Co- operatwe
Union

1963
1. Galle District Co-operative Union

2. Hambantota District Co- operatwe

Union o

3. Vavuniya District Co-operative
Union e

4. Batticaloa District Co-operative
Union e e

5. Colombo City Co-operative Union
6. Ihala Uva DlStI‘lct- Co- opera.twe

Union
7. Trincomalee District Co-operatlve
Union s
8. Nuwara Eliya District Co-
operative Union
9, Matale District Oo—operatlve
Union -
10. Pahala Uva District Co- operatwe
Union e
11. Matara District Co-operative
Union uie e
12. Mannar District Co-operative
Union i s

2162

Rs., ¢.

3,050 0
2,900 0
3,200 0
3,650 0
3,150 0
5,245 0
4,700 ©
27,550 0
3,252 80
1,752 65
3,500 0

2,007 50
1,100 0O

840 ©
1,980 ©
1,953 27
1,469 55

1,800 €

6,500 ©
2,650 ©

2,334 50

4,325 0
3,275 ©

4,225 0
3,660 ©
1,325 ¢
2,985 10
3,000 ©
1,923 35

2,560 0
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V8 B8nd
Rs.
1963 ik
134 Negombo-Gampaha District Co- ;
' operative Union .. 2,163
14, Kurunegala District Co-operative
Union ! - 3,687
15, Kalutara District Co-operativ
Union =y .. 8,512
. Ratnapura District Co-operative
L " 2,80
17. Chilaw-Puttalam District Co- 2
operative Union .. 19,570
18. Kegalla District Co-operative
Union .. 3,600
19. Polonnaruwa District C-operative
Union S .. 3,060
1964 .
1. Vavuniya District Co-operative
Union a .. 29,618
. 9. Mannar District Co-operativ
Union ais wel, 2,024
¢ g Rurunegala District Co-operative
Union ~ R 1) 11
4. Qalle District Co-operative Union 1,225
5. Kalutara District Co-operativ
Union v va 2,237
6. Trincomalee District Co-operative
Union o s 1,800
7. Nuwara Eliya District Co-
operative Union .. 3,000
8. Ratnapura District Co-operative
Union : e
9. Kegalla District Co-operativ:
Union fast i 3,646
10. Matars District Co-operative
Union o . 2,309
11. Pahsala Uva District Co-operative
: Union Lo LD
12. Kandy District  Co-operative
: Union : 4,154
13. Hambanwota District Co-opera-
tive Union D L7 17!
14. Matale District Co-operative
§ pey Umion : o 1,200
- 15. Chilaw-Puttalam District  Co-
- operative Union .. 1,800
16. Negombo-Gampaha District Co-
: operative Union sk, 649
17. Colombo City Co-operative Union 200
1965 (up to August 1965)
1. Ratnapura District Co-operative
Union 23,000
9. Hambantota District Co operative
Union d 1,350
3. Matara  District Co-operative
Union 2,015
4. Negomho-Gamnaha Distriet Co-
operative Union 660

Cs

13

a0

50

60

0

09

17

Bewlds 0575 DeSCw

ewddun smef BEos' @

Rs. e

5. Polonnaruwa Digtrict Co-opera-
tive Union L WP R0 G

6. Kalutara District Co-operative
Union o s\ aE, 2000

7. Colombo  City  Co-operative
Union g i 650 O

8. Mannar District Co-operative
Union ! A 450 0O

9, Trincomalee District Co-operative
Unicn V o L8001 0

10. Kegalla District Co-operative

Union : .. 1,603 0

6200 oo BED DO
Fuwilnfsstu’ | wCer srasear
BIiLS PRESENTED

ERmmend (e.owitny)
oDQPuwEY VBB
Noee esmub (D ss) wdsnsn
MATERNITY BENEFITS (AMENDMENT) BILL

“to amend the Maternity Benefits
Ordinance .

8ol dm cfed wewé, didm s @
Bhu @0B obf 98. 98, cHhime@d JEA. 1965
mmead 13 9 wge @¢2®» 26 Bwdew @B
wBe, du OfThn WE wRnwds Bewe @DEM

ce

Qseroey erih. e1é. Q@p&LOG, ©&THD D,
fLeninriL) SiennEst Sl FoiISlésIULL gl
19656, QeuQuur 13 v Ha§ HwsiBHpenn
@uamnd  gpeopuns wHL . Geein@Glne
oyb 28U CaiamG@ueTeyn 2% OULL J).

Presented by the Hon. M. H. Mohamed,
Minister of Labour, Employment and
Housing ; to be read a Second time upon
Monday, 13th September 1965, and to be
printed.

ey we MmEnln e dWwwsy SEAC
(0D o cEWmm 8RO HEel)
(oI cAOCSH BHHD

senl, anfurewn esafur  (Gerdw, Gelgenin
SUBGUESS®) (Brss) wEFTsn

SHOP AND OFFICE EMPLOYEES (REGULATION
OF EMPLOYMENT AND REMUNERATION)
(AMENDMENT) BILL

“to amend the and Office
Employees

and Remuneration Act.”

Shop

(Regulation of Employment.

o

[T e,
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cwgduw vmn BEmzY 9

88ay @ e DO,
B @OB o 08, 9. c&ndd IRA. 1965
mef m®a% 13 O wgg €gPm S DT @D
wBe, dw YeHa DG @RuBe Bewlo @WOB

ce.

Qs ma, eiLeninliL] SlENLFEFT
Qsenres eTib. 6T6. QASLOG, SIQUTEETTG) FLOTILE
sUULLgl. 1965, Qeu@aibur 13 @b GsH St
Gpenin @ueminid  qperp  wWHUSLOUL  Galeand
Quereyn SEOLLLL Garan@OLeTa D  2p2ent Ll
LiLgl.

Gl g1 LGV T GoT,

Presented by the Hon. M. H. Mohamed
Minister of Labour, Employment an
Housing ; to be read a Second time upon
Monday, 13th September 1965, and to be
printed.

Sbod Bnes (DN Dw GOy ca)al

M B3e® cWOPuw VBB

srFnmss  @uwlaser (e fBer OugmSe)
wGETsT

GOVERNMENT QUARTERS (RECOVERY OF
POSSESSION) BILL

“to make provision for the recovery
of possession of quarters provided by or
on behalf of the Government for the
occupation of persons, and for matters
1rzzognected therewith or incidental there-
(e )

88axy0m gfed el @B e2PBI, &Hi¥n
@OR ©n geEnded sy, SHTmoW W
Sodw »own 8¢ @Bed'w ©ICednm
e of, ed. w8 dwddam 88:4. 1965
T8 13 9» weg o0gP® 96 Bwdw
4MaBe, da geghun We @Nwde Bow o WD
ce.

Qaeroal B Hweninsair

| o|mLsE LD,

giise, @ongyms

Nogw oeminssllergin, LTZETIL
Qeaseflellausny Sevwdahangn urrn@sLocns &nfw
sMBuywrer  Qaonres Gx. gyf. QueITSer, e
senmed sontssuutLg. 1965, QeuQuibui 13 g4in
G389 HusLBmn @UewLrd p@PWIE WS
OrouL. Qaiame@ueareyn 28 Galan@6)wer
@th 2y ZewriflLCILILL G

Presented by the Hon. J. R. Jayewar-
dene, Minister of State and Parliament-
ary Secretary to the Prime Minister and
Minister of Defence and External Affairs,
on behalf of the Minister of Finance ; to
be read a Second time wupon Monday,
13th September 1965, and to be printed.

1965 e ed @S 9

ARl @ @
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Seddm enpdusy wmm, 1965-66
—zmd 3end

DB emPs LB,
-~ 1965-66

oH58 0 w@arsr, 1965-66

APPROPRIATION BiLL, 1965-66

b BencdBT wewm ACH ced—[godie
e o 828 8]

DOHMIDN Yerumhd .

@@aﬂsﬂnanmuuﬁ.e..ﬂ—[@gm?@, QeuGowur 8]
[purprust Saiaer svenn Sl etser.]

Considered in Committee—[Progress,
8th September.]

[MR. SPEAKER in the Chair.]
98 25 BBw.—ardHE o eDEE ¢
adﬂa

1 9» wddme—mmde eac oselafn
SAPHB v ¢Boy Eo0mn, &. 3,30,387

1 9 ¢ &8u—owdm wmdm wm HYY,

&. 215,172

SOVLIL) 98.—ouii & B, GTLITT SJ@LDE &I

anéguueann @e. l.—ueflurerfer g,end@iiu
Basgenapn Spuy.seyi, esunr 3,30,387

2 ugZuiyy 1.—oar i GasmiL &FlbLUeTasEhib,
esum 2,15,172

Heap 98.—MINISTER OF COMMERCE
AND TRADE

Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 330,387

Sub-head 1.—Cadre and Salaries,
Rs. 215,172

e8Suw Wé® C& woowTdW—[mImEad
8] :

O8rfdsiuiL §ms s —[QFuQrud, 8] :
Amendment moved—[8th September] :
“That the Vote be reduced by Rs. 10 in

respect of sub-head 1, item ¢ Minister’?”.
—[@pDed OsF, 98, cuedd]

g e 8w wwmB8n m=ém ¢8.

aSley WBean® 6160d HwbULILILL FI.

Question again proposed.
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BB ewdlPuw omm, 1965-66
od. . BGewm» Quw. (DEEcw)
(B Ceg. erev. Qﬁ@&m—ﬁ;ﬁ]@rﬁu)
(Mr. J. L. Sirisena—Bingiriya)

rose

pda DY, 9. euedds

(sorf@ erar. erb. QuCram)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Before the hon. Member speaks,
may I know what we propose to do ?
Obviously, up to 11.30 a.m. it will be
one hour, and we will not be able to
finish. Can we not stop at 1 p.M. ?
We can proceed without the lunch
interval, as we did yesterday, and
catch up lost time,

B3INBRRS
(ys@rraart)
(The Chairman)

We will go on till 1 p.m., and at
1 p.M. we will decide whether we are
to go on without the lunch interval
or not. Are hon. Members ajreed
not to have the lunch interval ?

@de Dy, 08, cueds
(serf G erer. erid. QuUGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

~ We are agreed. May we know at
what time the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary wishes to reply ? Can he
not reply at 12.30 p.m.

O, &, 88ed @wn.

(8. eren. ar. Fiflew)
(Mr. S. A. Peeris)

That will not be sufficient.

NSRS
(ysQ@rraenr)
(The Chairman)

How long does the hon. Parliamen-
tary Secretary require ?

O, &, 88 Q.

(8. eraw. ar. Fiflaw)
(Mr. S. A. Peeris)

Forty-five minutes.

enda Y, 88, cuels
(eoorf g erar. erib. QuCrar)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)
Agreed !

Bewldm 0578 ©BDCw

2168

— N 8

ed. &¢. BSetd» ®cn.

(8. Cg. aov. §HCsen)

(Mr. J. L. Sirisena)

®& EREBRES, EHEH S g8
DED ecd8nelrIined =2Rm ¢&d¢
D o0 gBem B Secd 2 & DS
DESsY BEew. € guen o cEECHP
ECY u€uden cewldmn caasyesy
CroRNDesY €251dD e SndéBEsT  an
B2y BlBNB. @ ecetmbrelsyymy
c Bedm cuen o B2 c@® ol
BeNeTHE Lhe WET DO O gened
weg HBSRO ©éec® HESD e D c®
WE &R el ol G OdBnded gd
Nmw cwnd WEER gErrs Bud.

80 gd&g 30 ®O el 35 DO el
20gn CRE Gl w8l gen2dnm
8 exin® cecmng® »aded 8
3ol €wle®@z) gy Scon’ L

e . eme® odecand
g E&c®nY ey D@D L<ike))
deer, Comned »adem q8de

AR qfel® 0.8 eznd 9rEw
€2 HHEwD Lol WE VD G ed®
BV VD O exVE D e
WDE. Ced maded ecDeger® &d
uEencwsy® @sYEwmmn) geny BEAD
A2 OBy e ey 2. LS
gd&g 30 © 35 » e 8AFeEd
c® T Sw cBcetf® wEHHES. ged
Bewes 8 ¢dbe 18 o 8 quonsy
cOemf ACWO eI,y WVED SBw
D5y e HTTDw cCmed HEVD HBO
Euddw ov'em . O e, 6O
clien DT cweldB o&es g
s 6@ WED cCe LB SXecd
cTege POABnHexnsy €@ oy 83
. c@ =T e e3nd m»D
@E8wlry cPeef® EiTmeemsy @D
Eof e® 0 Ewen WY O sy
OsYem wn.

ol BenBBROE, €8 66O cReg
€0 culm %HBm B ge vny
Bedslerm ¢€ EOC RE® gedwe’ 2nd
ECuy gmER. 9wy EPER&
OrYecmry e® £l .EABw w® HEA
cfu Bg 8§ BReaxd. R ensd
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Seddm eng®unl zmm, 1965-66
€® <¢CC w® BB Conwwy Yewd
e g’ Cewm. e e® Ced
cege® wlulemecwmy® Swew gad
wécam EC® eRilinm.d&ryenmy &u)
8sY8 wé@syecom &y €@ SO =d®
2FEum gewldman gnf x¥em
W, GENBB JGorewd 6»f  egoed
52D Gorews €l €39S Fored e&d
625 DEEE Gorr, el NE® &r1¢vrsy
HADDADE @M b OB gl €®

" el bnléB ey ony BsY 8néRsY

OB ELY Ch B e8 wlenn
CENEER. c@w gm.8Hm “wmD T
e ® MG DTS .

oé&h smEBnes, & Jdede B
888, CieHm eCecga® LEEEIBHER
@&y B8 o eddinéRsY
QDY O clege ou® VeIBRC
By e el o e BCw
e B 6, €@ <ECO /Y caxd
80 es@8encwsI® & ot m OBACHS
V8 eond x@umd 6N GG Gicd
B0 B85 el RHEO® gESaxs AT
®ecey gewmes Setd ermmgemmsy €®
660 eZegec®s) crim HBm A®e
€y lencnm ® 88460 & wmdn.

Femd c8® gOhmmorw wleny
ReA® “emenES =8ecfd” mO
ceenelsInd anmye DO e
BDwsy O geees WE®D. ety Hes @&’ d)
mnCe@ gl e Ce c®® ecendy
cEHIRT gc 2By LG Bedxsyem.
6@ S0 Tanmilm ¢Prwn O gl
Smen a0 ? 8 oIFTe oz
G 8 Beam 2 o c®® v eem
cdH BDesdem. 88 evE wEITR
CwrYc EAB BB S 228% A
DNesdemn. “ crne@ES u8eled ” ceendy
ey 2 @Y €@ ¢2x Bgd com g
geCcd HNEO® wcen ECECEE elege

emeld emwm A HO 6@ eeendnm

Y DO A8 GBal ¥ za'®m WS
. ey exNeeB. & 4 B
QB gRury e uBew emeud
eisY WO “axd” Bwrewsy &48
& 273 g . €€ e emmeled
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“ Many mills close down
Nut market in big crash

Ceylon’s copra, oil and desiccated
coconut markets have completely col-
lapsed. These three major foreign-
exchange earning export crops are
fetching some of the lowest prices fetched
by these crops in recent months....

The markets have come down crumb-
ling. In a matter of two to three months
copra per candy has come down from
Rs. 240-Rs. 250 to Rs. 167.50 (on
Friday), coconut oil prices have regis-
tered a sensational collapse from about
Rs. 1,600 to Rs. 1,010 and desiccated
coconut from 56-57 cents per pound to
48-50 cents per pound last week.

The most prolific buyers of Ceylon’s
coconut products—China, Russia, the East
European countries, Burma and the tra-
ditional western buyers—are all out of
the market just now....

A spokesman for the Coconut and
General Products Exporters’ Association
said: ‘There are a number of coun-
tries like Russia and Burma who have
contracted to buy o0il from Ceylon.
These contracts have to be kept.

It is for the Government to appeal to
them to help us out of this situation. If-
the Government is urgently in need of
foreign exchange it is not foreign aid
alone that matters . . ..”
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* (The Chairman)

Order, please ! If hon. Members dis-
turb I will not allow those hon. Mem-
bers to speak. I have stated many
times that hon. Members should
make a note of the points they wish
to reply to, and I shall always give
them a chance to reply. The hon.
Member has been given only 10
minutes to speak, and how many
words can be spoken within those ten
minutes ? I think it is because hon.
Members cannot meet the points that
they disturb. The next hon. M~mber

who disturbs will have to be sent out
.of the House.
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cT8E SHduwy dw. (FHSec)
(. Gepriey rregLiseon—apa@iflse )
(Mr. George Rajapaksa—Mulkirigala)

Sir, I wish to raise a matter which
has already been brought to the notice
of the hon. Parliamentary Secretary
vesterday by} the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of State.
However, I think it will bear repe-
tition because for the last few years
we have made every effort to draw
the attention of successive govern-
ments to the pitiable plight to which
the citronella industry has been
reduced.
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I do not know whether the hon.
Parliamentary Secretary knows what
citronella is. It is not the name of a
Spanish beauty. It is something that
is grown in the Hambantota and
Matara Districts, and the livelihood of
a large segment of the population
depends on the success or otherwise
of this industry.

After this Government has come
into power, the price of citronella oil
has hit a new low, and nearly 13 to 2
lakhs of people have been rendered
completely and utterly destitute. [
led a deputation of the All-Ceylon
Citronella Growers Association before
the Hon. Minister of Trade and Com-
merce who, I must say, gave us a
sympathetic hearing. We explained to
him the tragedy that has befallen the
vast section of the population in that
part of the country where I live.

The last Government, since they
could do no better at that time, con-
ducted certain soil surveys on a por-
tion of the land which was under
citronella cultivation. Then they de-
cided to plant coconut under the sub-
sidy scheme. Whatever the hon.
Parliamentary Secretary to the Minis-
ter of State might say, I wish to state
in this House that the Coconut Re-
search Institute and the other organi-
zations that are in charge of replant-
ing citronella with coconut have done
an extremely good job, and I have no
doubt that partially the problem will
be solved in a few years’ time.

Quite apart from that, there is
another 30,000 acres of land on which
you cannot grow anything else apart
from citronella. But what has befallen
this industry ?

Today the cost of production in
Ceylon is so high that we are not able
to compete with other competitors in
the foreign market. The largest pro-
ducers of citronella oil in the world
today are Java, Sumatra, Formosa
and the People’s Republic of China.
They have done research into this in-
dustry, they have grown strains of
grass which render a higher oil con-
tent, they have intirodueednew
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methods of distilling, and therefore
the cost of production is very low. We
in Ceylon have adopted, and continue
to adopt, archaic methods of cultiva-
tion, of distillation, etc., and as a
result we are not in a position to com-
pete with the foreign producers.

Therefore, what is necessary is for
the Hon. Minister to take a long-term
view of this matter and appoiat some
kind of committee of investigation to
do some research on the matter to
introduce new methods of cultivation,
to introduce better strains of citro-
nella grass, to introduce new methods
of distillation and to search for better
and wider markets. That is funda-
mental. The Hon. Minister agreed to
appoint a committee to go into this
matter fully. Therefore, I would urge

the hon. Parliamentary Secretary to

take this matter up.

This has been a neglected indus-
try because the owners of citronella
lands are not big capitalists. It is the
small peasant proprietor’s industry
and it is confined to that part of the
country in the Hambantota and
Matara districts. As a result, no
matter how vehemently we ask for
relief in this House, hitherto we have
not had the sympathetic ear of the
authorities. I hope the hon. Parlia-
mentary Secretary will take this
matter seriously and, if necessary, go
and see for himself the pitiable plight
in which the people live today.

Today the workers of the citronella
industry, the owners and ¢ll, every-
one of them, have been driven to take
refuge in the relief schemes opened
up by the Department of Sccial Ser-
vices. In that situation, may I appeal
once again to the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary to find ways and means ta
obtain new markets for this produce.

The other day I read in the “ Lanka-
dipa ” that the Government of Thai-
land has been showing some interest
in obtaining citronella oil from
Ceylon. There are various other
countries to whom we have sold this
produce for a long time. Why cannot
you kindle a new interest again in
thosei-old buyers so that at least a
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large part of the people of the Ham-

bantota District will be benefited ?

I do not wish to take any more of
your time.

8. 257. 5 2 o8 St (€EB3ccs)

(Bm €. aor. ssermnsr—0gafluru)

(Mr. C. N. Kannangara—Deniyaya)

Firstly, I must protest about the
inadequacy of the time allotted to
the back-benchers on this side of the
House.

BE & aC Sed O,

(B f3 4 oyeellon)

(Mr. Neal de Alwis)

Come on to this side.—[Interrup-
tion.]

8. €57, sy »Yad .

(8. &. aer. sarermsT)

(Mr. C. N. Kannangara)

I beg your pardon ; the arrange-
ment was that when a person is
making his maiden speech, the
maidens on that side should not
disturb.

cecDem: 8 O, T, SO (g2
des’es)

(OréLi eron. @. lsrwPmen—o&@
pwon )

(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe—Akuressa)

We are applauding and encourag-
ing.

8. 25, Yy »sYad .

(8m. &. erer. sararmsT)

(Mr. C. N. Kannangara)

We have heard these old fossils
shouting during the past 30 years and
I think things have come to the stage
when the public do not want to hear
them any more. We have now reached
the stage when people like us, the

younger generation, should be
allowed a longer time to expose
matters and offer constructive
criticism.

b Ony BDlecwey

(Osorres omsssanr smear)

(An hon. Member)

How many fossils on your side ?
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8, 25, ;s ed .
(B &. erer. serariss)

(Mr. C. N. Kannangara)

On both sides of the House.

DI iy [O)]

(2y&@omaFeri)

(The Chairman)

Please address the Chair. You are a
new Member. I am, therefore, giving
you very good advice. Always learn
to address the Chair. Otherwise, you
will be disturbed.

ob O BOéeows

(Qsorra ymsssaur earaur)
tAn hon. Member)
Asking for trouble.

8. €. D H S S,

(8w &. erer. seoiemss)

(Imr. C. N. Kannangara)

The hon. Memoer for Dambadeniya
(Mr. R. G. Senanayake) persistently
criticizes the poor Tamil labourer in
the plantations. Why did he not, when
he was Minister of Trade and Com-
merce, do something to Ceylonize
trade and to get rid of the Borahs and
the Sindhis who are running this
countrv ? A poor estate labourer
earns Rs. 250 or Rs. 2.60 a day, and
he belongs to the categorv of produc-
tive labour. The hon. Member for
Dambadeniya criticizes him but does
not explain why he did nothing about
the Borah and the Sindhi communi-
ties who are crippling and paralyzing
the economy of this country.

The black market is flourishing to-
day—there is no question about it.
Who are the main importers of these
products in the black market ? How
do items solely imported by the
C. W. E. find their wayv into the hands
of the private trader? These are
matters that should be investigated.

If the hon. Member for Damba-
deniya thinks that this is the old
U. N. P, let me tell him that he is
mistaken. This is a new U. N. P. and
we shall not tolerate the ideas of the
pre-1956 era. I should like to remind
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Hon. Ministers that they are Ministers
today because we were elected as
Members of Parliament and that
serious consideration must be given
to our views.

g. e, 11

Firstly, I suggest to the Hon. Min-
ister of Commerce and Trade that
there should be a state trading cor-
poration. He must Ceylonize trade
completely, taking account of those
distinguished citizens who obtained
their distinguished citizenship by
questionable means.

Secondly, I propose to the Hon.
Minister that the function of the
C. W. E. should be that of a whole-
saler, letting the retail trade remain
in the hands of the co-operatives and
the small traders in our villages.

Thirdly, I represent, I think, the
largest number of small tea producers,
as the largest number of L. D. O. al-
lotments and small-holdings fall with-
in Deniyaya. In regard to the tea
trade, in general, I must say that we
have lost some of our traditional mar-
kets for our tea—Sudan, Persia,
Egypt, etc. We have lost them because
our Tea Propaganda Board has proved
to be absolutely ineffective. The hon.
Joint Member for Colombo South
(Mr. Bernard Soysa) suggested yes-
terday that something must be done,
and I agree with him. We do not want
stooges in the Tea Propaganda Board.
Who advises the Hon. Minister in re-
gard to matters pertaining to tea ?
Undoubtedly, when they talk about
tea they refer to up-country tea, little
realizing that the up-country estates
are dominated by Europeans. We
want consideration given to the tea
trade, and we want the Hon. Minister
to think of the small, poor, peasant
allottees. That is what we want.

BE ¢ ¢Sd @w,
(B o . yeeflon)
(Mr. Neal de Alwis)
DY 5 c®and,

Bewldm 9575 OeBAC®w
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—néE @end

8. duyY. Dsym»syad .

(Bm. & cran. sarenEST)
(Mr. C. N. Kannangara)

@00 @2 » DOV e ; @9
CODmB) 6en® cancd.

RBE ¢ ¢ 3w O,

(8w B 1y oyddlen)

(Mr. Neal de Alwis)

es Rem® e HO D nn
DE DeNd 00 BWD @
D53 Bem& BDGE.

LGNS BNSh

(G rraeri)

(The Chairman)

The hon. Member’s time is nearly
up.

& Y. N ad Sw.
(8. &. erer. serarmsT)
(Mr. C. N. Kannangara)

The hon. Parliamentary Secretary
can easily spare me ten minutes of his
time.

I should like to read the report of
the Ceylon Tea Propaganda Board for
1963 to show how it carries on its
activities :

“The Bureau’s limited promotional ac-
tivities continued during the year.”——

I am talking about propaganda in
the U. A. R—

—¢“Tn the main these activities consis-
ted of the screening of the Bugeau’.s two
advertising films and the distribution of
merchandising material such as calendars,
drip mats, etc. Total screening of the
Bureau’s films amount to 127 in 17 cinemas
throughout Egypt.

The Ceylon neon signs gontinped to
function satisfactorily both in Cairo and
Alexandria. The Bureaw's Tea Bulletin
was published and distributed regularly
every fortnight.

The Director and Secretary of the
Ceylon Board visited the U. A. R. 1n
June. 1963. Tn December, 1963 Mr. S. P.
Wickramasinha assumed duties as Com-
Iéligsioner of the Middle East stationed in

airo.”

Sir, Mr. S. P. Wickramasinha dges
not know the front or the bacl_< side
of thetea bush. He is a relation of
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mine, he is connected to me. He has
been appointed to sell our tea in the
Middle East. What I suggest to the
Hon. Minister is, put some man who
knows. Who are these people whom
he can consult when he wanfts any
information about the tea trade ? The
Ceylon Chamber of Commerce.
Sounds fantastic. The list of mem-
bers, first scattered in 1965, is as fol-
lows :

Messrs. Abdul Ali and Sons,
Abdul Hamid and Bros.,
Abdul Hussein Dawoodbhoy,
Abdul Hussein Jafferjee,
Abdul Cader Rawther and Co.,
Abdul Rahim and Bros.

Then you get another long list of
Europeans. I want a board that re-
presents the tea industry. If possible
have a roving ambassador for tea who
will see to it that tea is sold at a
decent and fair price. We are ex-
ploited already. Who are these people
who exploit us ? The Europeans and
the middlemen in Colombo.

Firstly, I want to point out certain
figures. I wonder whether the Hon.
Minister has read them or not. I do
not know. The Sudan Market:
6,796,000 1bs. of tea in 1955 dropped
to 636,000 1bs. in 1958, and since not a
single pound has been sold to Sudan.
Whatever tea has been sold is small-
holders’ tea, black, low-grown tea.
On the other hand, India sold 3,031
Ibs. in 1955 and 22,936,000 ibs. in
1961, That is the difference. We have
lost our market.

We had sold to Persia 10,770,000
Ibs. in 1960 and 1,689,000 1bs. in 1963.
There has since been a further drop.
Today the dust market has gone
down because the Persians are not
buying tea dust; it has also gone
down because the U. A. R. is not
buying. India sold 10,544,000 lbs. there
in 1962-63. With the U. A. R. we
had a market of 2,630,000 1bs. in 1964.
There has been a steady drop since.

Are we having multilateral trade ?
Are we in the dollar or sterling area ?
If you are doing bilateral trade, why
keep an adverse trade bilance with

1965 s @88 9
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Japan and India ? Why are we con-
tinuing to buy their produce when
we can sell our tea to the Middle-
East countries and get the same pro-
duce from them ? Why is it not being
done ? Have the Sindis and the
Borahs continued to buy up all the
inept, inefficient and incompetent
nincompoop Ministers of Commerce
and Trade of the past so many
years ? Nothing has been done.

ML £ JOI

(o&@rrsari)

(The Chairman)

The hon. Member’s time is up.

8. 95Y. ay»aé .

(B 8. erér. sararmasy)

(Mr, C. N. Kannangara)

Yes, Sir. Another small blast.
There is one small matter which I
want to correct. Yesterday the hon::
Member for Colombo  South
(Mr. Bernard Soysa) talked about
the tea sales campaign. What I can-
not understand is this. We have
the biggest revenue from tea, but
in the Budget speech of the Hon.
Minister of Finance this is what he
has to say, at column 104 of HANSARD
of the 9th August 1965 :

“The Government is convinced that the
situation demands immediate corrective
action in the form of a large-scale tea
promotion campaign in wnich tea will be
boosted as a beverage without reference
to the country of origin, but without inter-
fering with the existing independent cam-
paigns of each producing country. ”——

Well and good! There has been a
market in England where it has been
proved that the younger generation
is not adaptable to tea drinking. I
have not been to England since 1956.
I was there from 1948 to 1952, but
when I went in 1956, I am sorry to
say that even at that time, while
there was a startling change as far
as advertising coffee and other
beverages was concerned, there was
nothing done about tea. The Hon.
Minister of Finance continues as
follows :

“ Accordingly, plans have been formu-
lated for a campaign of three years’ dura-
tion ‘starting this Autumn and costing
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about £ 1 million per year. The funds for
this campaign would have to be raised
both from producers and distributors ; "—

That is also true.

__% it is expected that about 75 per cent. of
the funds would be forthcoming from the
distributing trade and the balance 25 per
cent. from the producing countries In-
cluding Ceylon, India and East Africa. The
Government has decided to subscribe as
its share Rs. 1.5 million per year out of
the reserves of the Tea Propaganda

Board. ”

If every Goverment has been
living on the tea industry why can-
not they put more money into an
advertising campaign ? That is what
I want to know.

goRen 8w O, &. BDPH»
(Qu_rs i erov. a. dérwsHman)
(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

A vote of no confidence in the
Minister.

8. 25 B ol .

(B 8. ere. semarmsT)

(Mr. C. N. Kannangara)

No. The Hon. Minister as well as
the hon. Parliamentary Secretary
are extremely honourable men and
they will now see to it

eeten lw &, . S8
(Ouréi eron. @, dlGTREan)
(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)
Who are we ?

8. 5. » »sYed .

(Bm. &. oren. aerTerEsT)

(Mr. C. N. Kannangara)

The hon. Member for Akuressa
(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe) has
been shouting “ nilvela, nilvela” for
the past twenty years. I should like
to inform him that now it is “ hilvela,
hilvela ”. That is all I have to say.

€. 8. 9oy Q. (WCweeng)
(8w F. 9. sulns—a  Pswbure)
(Mr, T. B. Subasinghe—Katugampola)
I think the Ministry of Trade and

Comm_erce has drawn much more
attention this year than in previcus

Bewlds 05 LRACH
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years in the course of the discussions
in Committee. But one common
factor between that side of the
House and our side is that, we are
all anxious and perturbed about the
entire problem of the distributive
trades in this country. That is why, I
think, a large number of Members
have spoken about the C. W. E.
shops established all over the coun-
try, the blackmarketing that goes on
and about the role played by the so-
called distinguished citizens of
foreign extraction who are having a
monopoly over trade in this coun-
try.

I think, the main reason why we
are worried is the sensitive character
of the main issue, that is, the cost
of living. Now the main task of the
Ministry of Commerce is to bring
down this cost of living as far as
possible in the shortest possible time.

Mr. Chairman, I know that some
of the factors which contribute to the
cost of living today are beyond the
control of any Government. Granted
that, we have to see what are the
factors that can be controlled by the
Government. It is there, I think, that
a substantial amount of truth is to be
found in all that Members on both
sides of the House have said in the
course of this discussion.

There are some Members who are
opposed to the continuation of the
C. W. E. shops on the ground that it
is not strictly part of tha co-operative
movement. Theoretically, yes; they
say that they should be hand=d over
to the unions in the various districts.
In my opinion, it may be that in the
long run we should aim towards that,
towards combining the activities of
the C.W.E. shops and the co-operative
un'ons in their respective districts
and perhaps handing over these shops
to the unions. But in the present stage
when there is such a scarcity—and in
a state of scarcity black-marketing
becomes so easy—I think some kind
of check-point in the way of the
C. W. E. shops in the districts, in
practically every important bazaar In
the Island, is a necessity.

: 1
e —— .
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I will take one example. There are
two co-operative shops, one in Giri-
ulla and the other in Pannala, in my
constituency. I know there had been
a great deal of agitation for the
opening of the two shops in these two
places for the last one year or 1}
years. Unfortunately, due to the
pressure of the traders in these
two bazaars, the opening of these
two shops had been prevented.
Now, it is true that some Mem-
ber might say it was motivated
by politics. I do not know ; so far as
I was concerned, I was not motivated
by politics. I approached the then
Minister of Commerce and Trade and
asked him to open these two shops
because I felt that there would be a
very effective check on the black-
marketing that was being carried on
by the private traders in those two
bazaars.

@ o, 11.15

The Minister agreed to open them.
He opened them and I know—the
traders themselves have told me—
that after these two shops were
opened there had been definitely a
decline in the volume of trade, the
turnover of these traders, and also a
great deal of checking on black-
marketing that went on in the area.
These shops are extremely popular.
One of them has sales exceeding any-
thing anticipated by the C. W. E. at
the beginning.

That being so, if the present
Minister of Commerce and Trade de-
cides to close these shops down or
hand them over to the various unions,
I do not think that the purpose in-
tended to be served by these shops
will be served.

At the moment the greatest amount
of pressure is being applied for the
closure of these shops by the big
mudalalis in the towns. That means
that they will have a free and easy
time, as they had in the past, the
moment these shops are closed. I
would therefore earnestly appeal that
these shons should not be handed
over to the unions in the present
state of affairs—certainly .in . the

1965 w8 9
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future you can, when there is a situa-
tion of plenty. In the present state of
affairs when there is scarcity in the
most essential commodities, I do not
think the shops should be handed
over to anybody but be run by the
C. W. E.

Another point I want to make is
about the C. W. E. itself. I know
there hal been a lot of criticism.
There is a commission of inquiry.
How far that is an impartial com-
mission I do not know, judging from
the kind of questions that are being
asked ; however, I dare say the
commission will issue a report.

It is true that in a vast organiza-
tion like this there is bouni to be
corruption. In my humblie opinion,
I think the main problem of the
C. W. E—it may be that there are
square pegs in round holes—is that
it is a massive organization. From
an economic point of view what
should be the optimum size of a
unit ?

I think, the main issue we have to
face in relation to the C. W. E,, or
the general problem of state trading
being made efficient, is to see that
the wvarious trading organizations
are further reorganized. Instead of
one or two organizations, it may be
that we would neel a number of
organizations if state trading is to
function efficiently, and for that
purpose there should be chief execu-
tives placed in charge of it to manage
it efficiently. Therefore, I think. it
is about time that, with the increas-
ing volume of trale that the
C. W. E. is handling, we thought in
terms of splitting that trade among
certain specialized organizations,

The other matter is this: What is
the attitude of the present Govern-
ment to the proposed State Trading
Corporation ? 1 feel that it is very
important. It is an urgent need
because it is directly connected with
the exvansion of new markets we
are thinking of. I have seen,
Mr. Chairman, the volume of trade
in that part of the world during
my period as an ambassador of this
country. The volume of trade there
is, increasing year by year. I have
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also seen the volume of trade that
the newly independent countries
like India are having ; these coun-
tries are also increasing their trade
every year. India, if I remember
right, is trying to double her volume
of trade with the Soviet Union every
two years. Now, Sir, that is a tremen-
dous target ; and it has been achieved
every two years, if I remember
right. How is it possible ? It is
because—whether we like their
politics or not—their economies are
expanding ; their economies are so

rapidly expanding that some of these

countries have the highest rate of
growth in the world today. I have

| seen during the four years I was

there how the standard of living of
the people in these countries has
gone up every year. Now, the Soviet
Union alone has a population of 230
million and in the other countries
in Eastern Europe there are about
275 million people. I think we
should organize our trade with
these countries because their markets
are expanding.

We have entered into bilateral
agreements with these countries. I
think, these bilateral agreements, in
spite of the views expressed by the
newspapers and interested parties,
have on the whole benefited this
country, and have served the econo-
mic purposes which they were
intended to serve. 1 believe, we are
having agreements with China,
the Soviet Union, Czechoslovakia and
other countries.

If there are any shortcomings, or if
the volume of trade is not expand-
ing at the rate at which we want, it
is due to a lack of organization, and
that is where India has gone ahead
of us by organizing her trade well.
After organizing the state traling
organization they have not elimi-
nated the private exporter alto-
gether; the state trading organization
has been able to bring the private
exporter under its umbrella and
co-ordinate the activities. In fact,
the state trading organization also
assists the private importer to get
goods ‘at the proper priges:db¥ou
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will be surprised to learn that India
sells a few million rupees worth of
cas..ew nuts alone to the Soviet
Union today ; she also sells over a
million rupees worth of coir matting.
and various other products out of
coir. Now, these are possible mar-
kets for us. I remember, in the
course of discussions we had for the
renewal of 1964 protocol, they
showed a great interest in our
desiccated coconut and mattress.
fibre.

Some of these articles are not
weil known to them in the sense
that they do not know what use to
put them to. Now that is where a
state trading organization with the
proper set-up can help. I do not
think you can expect the commercial
assistants of the Department of
Commerce to do that kind of propa-
ganda. I think that would be the:
responsibility and the function of
state trading organization.

When you take all these facts into
consideration, you see the inevita-
bility, the unavoidable necessity, of
establishing an organization of that
nature in order to promote our trade
with these countries which believe
essentially in bilateral trading ; and
I do not think the political attitude
of this Government should in any
way stand in the way of expanding
our trade with these countries. They
are not interested in the politics of
this Government ; they want an
increase in the volume of trade ;
they are themselves anxious to sell
here. Our people will have to get
accustomed to buying from else-
where machinery and various other
capital goods which we have been
buying from the west for many,
many years. I am not suggesting
that we should abandon our trade
contacts with the west; but cer-
tainly we should try to sell as much
as possible of our commodities in
those expanding markets and buy as
much as possible from them because
they can supoly us capital goods in
a big way. The only thing is that
some of our specialists will have to
change their attitude and abandon
the superiority complex that every-
thing from the west is more superior
in-theatworld.
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Mr. Chairman, I have a number of
other points but I do not want to
take the time of the House. One
last point and that is the position of
the commercial assistants in the
Department of Commerce. They
started young and some of them
have grown old in the service. They
have come up against a blind alley.
I think, in trade matters, they
receive a very good training but they
have no future prospects. As a
trading country, I think we should
have a first-class commercial service,
commercial representation all over
the world.

Now, when I say this I know I am
‘treading on dangerous ground. I do
not want to make the people in the
Foreign Service feel that I am ask-
ing that “intruders” be taken into
their holy precincts. But I think
that if the two sides, the two
Ministries, approach this problem
dispassionately and take a decision
guided by the interests of the
country alone, there is no reason
why these commercial assistants
should not be found a place, accord-
ing to their seniority, in the Foreign
Service as specialists in trade and
play a really vital part in the work
of our foreign relations which, I
think, by the very nature of our
economy means so much of foreign
trade.

Therefore, I would ask the Minis-
ter and the Parliamentary Secretary
to go into this question in earnest.
It is a very controversial subject,
but anyhow try to provide the oppor-
tunities to these people who have
specialized in trade to find positions
in the Diplomatic Service without
affecting the rights or the prospects
of the people who are already in the
Foreign Service; and if possible,
combine these two services so that
there will not be unnecessary
friction between them.
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(Mr. Neal de Alwis)

Mr. Chairman, I am very happy
that this year, during the Committee
stage, hon. Members on both sides of
the House have shown much aware-
ness in regard to matters pertaining
to trade and the cost of living. They
have probably acted on pressure
brought on them in their electorates
and expressed in this House views
which would help to eliminate
wastage and bring down the cost of
living.

Listening to hon. Members on both
sides, the only remedy to bring down
the cost of living appears to me to
be the creation of an import corpora-
tion. We on this side of the House
have been asking for this for a
number of years, and now we feel
that this Government realizes that
the only remedy to bring down the
cost of living is the immediate
creation of an import corporation.

Recently, the Hon. Minister of
Finance announced the complete
removal of duties on red onions,

1965 el 5 €& 9
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Bombay onions, chillies, and so on,
thus giving relief in a sum of Rs. 18
million. May I point out to the Hon.
Minister of Commerce and the Hon.
Minister of Finance that by doing
away with the import dut.es on those
items it was really the importers who
were benefited ? The only relief the
consumer gets today is from the price
reduction of kerosene oil—which is
about Rs. 10 million.

Hon. Members of the Government
have referred to the exploitation by
a few importers in this Island, such
as Borahs and Nadars. I quite agree
that it is the Borahs and the Nadars
who have got relief as a re-ult of the
removal of duties on Bombay onions,
red onions and chillies. Tha poor
trader in the village is in difficulties
today. He is being harassed and he
cannot get his requirements at
reasonable prices. He is chased, he
is imprisoned, he is fined. Unless
this Government immediately estab-
lishes an import corporation and
operates a proper and effective
distribution system, the village trader
will soon have to give up his trade,
thereby causing tremendous hardship
to such people.

The Budget speech also announced
the removal of the visa tax. The visa
tax was introduced by the previous
Government. So was an extra levy
on telephones used by traders. By
the removal of the visa tax, you wiil
realize that it is again the Borahs
and the Nadars who have benefited.
By imposing an extra levy of Rs. 250
on business telephones belonging to
traders, we know what happened at
that time. It is true that the traders
were called upon to pay this Rs. 250,
but they paid it and retained the
telephones and they made Rs. 2,500
or more. If this Government was
keen on bringing down the cost of
living, then it should have told these
traders, “We have given you this
relief Now, please try to bring
down the cost of living ”.

Regarding the co-operatives, T
entirelv acree with the sentiments
expressed that, if this Government
intends 'doing away with the C. W. E.
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[BC ¢ g0’8 Own]
and handing over its trade to the
co-operative unions, it should be done
gradually. That the co-operative
movement is corrupt you must admit,
and if you want to eradicate corrup-
tion you must have proper checks.
You must also see that a clean co-
operative set-up is given over to the
co-operative unions.—[Interruption.]

I will tell you what this Govern-
ment is doing. When I, as the M.P.
for my area, sent a petition 1 had
received to the Hon. Minister to the
effect that a certain administrative
secretary had a brother running a
business in close proximity to the co-
operative union store, the Minister,
who I know is a very honest man and
a very sincere man, in his reply,
while admitting the facts, gave the
administrative secretary a first class
certificate which I had not asked for.
The facts placed before him were that
the administrative secretary permitt-
ed his brother to run another trade
in close proximity to a co-operative
union store. But whoever reported
the facts to the Hon. Minister had
gone out of his way to give the
administrative secretary a certificate.
I pointed out to the Hon. Minister
in reply that 1 was aware that the
union during the past five years had
losses every few months of Rs. 10,000
cash, of textiles worth Rs. 10,000 or
over, of wristlets, and so on. To that
I had no reply. When we make
representations we expect the depart-
ments concerned to go into them.
We do that in the hope of eradicating
corruption and these officers must be
careful to keep the Minister informed
of the correct position and to give
him the facts. I am pointing out
these facts to you in the hope that
the Minister who is earnest in eradi-
cating corruption would see to it that
the officials who advise him send him
correct reports.

In regard to the Co-operative
Department, I do not know what the
policy of the Hon. Minister is, but
we earnestly hope the switch-over
will be gradual and that in the
meantime steps will be taken fo
eradicate corruption.

Bewidm @Y e VCw
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Just one more point.

a&ﬁmaszﬁﬁg@a

(&8 rreeari)

(The Chairman)

You can raise it at some other
time.

The hon. Member for Udunuwara.
Time is very limited, please.
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(Bm. Cs. SenTTEeTI—UTS B E Ze )

(Mr. K. Thurairatnam—Point Pedro)

First of all I must say that the
Front Benchers must give way during
the Committee stage to the back-ben-
chers. Furthermore, I wish to state
that the Standing Orders of this
House were formulated five or ten
years ago to suit a House of 101 Mem-
bers. Today, the number of hon.
Members of this House has risen
almost by 50 per cent. and we must
therefore be given more time. It is

(eef e

for you to safeguard our interests as .

ordinary Members of this House
instead of giving preference to Front
Benchers and other senior Members.

BN BB

(osBorrsert)

(The Chairman)

Does the hon. Member make an
allegation that the Speaker has
favoured the Front Benchers ? Front
Benchers get special consideration—
more consideration than ordinary
Bﬁembers—-for the simple reason
that——

DesISH B Ocn.
(8. menrrgerih)
(Mr. Thurairatnam)

That they are experienced mem-
bers !

1965 e el &S 9
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(<&@ rreer)

(The Chairman)

Not at all! It is because they are
ex-Ministers and because they were
handling these subjects at certain
times.

2esBéw »HO .

(8m. simargarid)

(Mr. Thurairatnam)

I am not alleging anything, Sir.

BE ¢ ¢C B .
(Bm. fo 1y oevde)
(Mr. Neal de Alwis)
It is impertinence !

EINBR DS

(@& rreeri)

(The Chairman)

I think you did that, so I have to
give the reason why it is done. These
hon. Members were handling these
subjects in the previous Government
and I have to give them some special
consideration and allow them to give
explanations which they have a per-
fect right to give. That is the only
reason.

I have always been very; fair to all
hon. Members, and I do not think any

hon. Member can say that I have been
unfair.

ad Y ROG

(Csorren oymasPeriser)
(Hon. Members)

No! No!

DR »HO e,
(B sorrsenis)
(Mr. Thurairatnam)

I am not saying that you are unfair,
But the only thing——

t3tn VR Os

(s@rrsert)

(The Chairman)

I have to explain these things be-

cause they get into the newspapers
and people in the country will think
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[senoB &)

that I have been fair to some hon.
Members and unfair to others. You
can take it from me, let him be the
highest Member of this House, I will
always treat him as I would treat any
other Member—unless, of course, hon.
Members behave improperly in this
House.

DESRIN »DO @,

(8. srsgenib)
(Mr. Thurairatnam)

Thank you, Sir.

B BTN
(cpzré@mr&wn‘)
(The Chairman)

There is another matter which I
should like to explain to you. I have
been considering whether we ought
to amend our Standing Orders. I
want to speak to the Clerk about this
matter. But there is a certain proce-
dure to be followed in amending
Standing Orders.

I must congratulate hon. Members
on the speeches they are making. I
feel that they have studied their sub-
jects but have not got sufficient time
to deal with them fully. I certainly
regret that. It is up to you to forward
to me a Motion seeking the amend-
ment of Standing Orders if you wish
to have more time, I have really no
objection to sitting longer hours my-
self to help hon. Members.

DESEZEW O e,

(8. serrrgarih)
(Mr. Thurairatnam)

Thank you, Sir.

The place of the co-operative move-
ment in this country will have to be
defined. The last Government is res-
ponsible for crippling the co-opera-
tive movement in this country by
replacing it with the C. W. E., a State
organization.

As the time at my disposal is
limited, I will state what T wish to
say in point form. Some of the co-
operative stores unions—and other

Bewldm 957F) T VEw
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unions—of Jaffna are interested in
entering the import trade. I have
represented matters to the Commis-
sioner of Co-operative Development
about this question and I hope that
when the private trade is given an
opportunity to import goods some of
these co-operative unions will he
permitted to import at least some of
these articles.

The total amount of goods which
has to go round is limited and even
a 25 per cent. increase of imports
will not affect the present situation
because there will not be enough
goods to go round. Till we have
enough goods to go round we will
have hoarding and black-marketing,
We must effectively see that the
goods we import reach the villages,
the small boutique-keepers and

various other co-operative organiza-
tions.

I would suggest that existing
legiclation be amended or new legis-
lation be brought forward to compel
businessmen to declare what their
business premises are. By doing this
we can eliminate hoarding to some
extent. Once they declare a certain
place as being their place of business
all their goods must be kept there.
If the business premises are given as
No. 100 Fourth Cross Street all the
goods of the businessman must be
kept there. Now what happens is
that they hoard the goods in some
godowns somewhere and say that the
goods are not available. They some-
times say that they will get it from
some other businessman and sell the
goods to you charging an additional
amount.

The present shortage of goods is
not very acute, but goods are in
fairly short supply. Therefore, we
must see that the goods that are
available reach the average con-
sumer at reasonable prices. We have
penalized the small boutique-keeper
who runs a boutique with a capital
of Rs. 1,000 or Rs. 1,500 by asking
him to have price tags and so on
which he does not understand. So
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we see everyday in the papers that
some small boutique-keeper or other
somewhere is fined. But the big fish
—the sharks—get off and they some-
how or other manage to get on well.
We must see that importers pass on
their goods to the retailers and small
boutique-keepers, and see that they
~ receive a steady flow of goods. Some
boutique-keepers and shop-keepers
have complained to me in this
regard.

g. e, 12.30

I would now like to raise the
matter of the Jaffna Co-operative
Bank. We have the best co-operative
bank in Ceylon. This bank was
crippled and was almost dying
during the last Government, the
last S. L. F. P. Government. The law
must be amended so that current
accounts can be run at the Co-
operative Bank of Jaffna. Further,
the bank must be given permission
to offer credit facilities not only to
co-operative societies but also to
individuals.

Now, I would like to read an
extract from a letter written by the
Northern Division Agricultural Pro-
ducers’ Co-operative Union Ltd. to
the Minister of Agriculture, copies
of which have been sent to the
Ministry of Commerce and Trade,
the Commissioner of Co-operative
Development and others :

“There has been a restricted intake
of red onions under G. P. S. this season.
The C. W. E. was able to requisition and
dispose of 2,000 cwt. per day in the first
season this year. From March to June
they have slashed their requisitioning to
1.400 cwt. per day this season. I am in-
formed that the inability of the C. W. E.
to sell has been caused by :—

1. A substantial portion of the con-
sumers having chosen Bombay
onions as the alternative due to
(a) very low prices (b) avail-
ability of such large quantities. ”

The letter goes on to say:

“ . ..You can assist us in this instance
by requesting the C. W. E. to take in at
the rate of 2.000 ewt. per day and assist
them to dispose of stock by (a) reducing
selling prices of red onions to be at par

1965 e ed o @8 9
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with Bombay onions, (b) limiting import
of Bombay onions to quantities imported
during the first half of the year 1965.

I anxiously await immediate relief and
shall be much obliged if you trgat” this
matter on an utmost priority basis.

They also go on to say that 60,000
cwts. of onions have become rotten
because of the unusual rain and that
they are unable to sell this stock. In
this connection, I would appeal to
the Hon. Minister to see that some
check is imposed on the import of
onions during our harvesting season
because, when there is a glut and
when they cannot dispose of the
stocks, it causes great hardship to the
farmers most of whom are small-
holders. Some system of staggered
imports must be introduced in order
to help the local farmers. I hope the
Hon. Minister would see to it that
relief is given to the Jaffna farmers.

I would once again suggest that
Standing Orders be amended to allow
more time for Members to bring va-
rious matters to the notice of the
Ministers during the Committee
stage of the Budget Debate, and I
hope that leaders of parties will have
a consultation with the Hon. Speaker
with a view to achieving this end.

Ded’, &, B8 .
(5. eraw. ar. 1Siflow)
(Mr. S. A. Peeris)

rose

NSRS

(y&@rimseri)

(The Chairman)

I hope the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary will be able to finish by

1 o’clock. We are already behind
time.

D, &, 88ed @cm.
(Bop. eren. ar. (Fiiew)
(Mr. S. A. Peeris) I

I do not think it is possible ; I will |
see how far I can go by that time.

23RS : |
(2159 Trserm)
(The Chairman)

Only if it is possible.
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0. J. 88 Q.
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(Mr. S. A. Peeris)
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Eusym ae.. & EEe Si&mad
DeRsYes) godictkws]. 8@ & i&znd
o &tnd @Elew HETH B WEHA :

“ Ruwanweila Union used to get their
stock of rice from the Magammana sup-
ply station. Rice from Colombo was sent
to this supply station by train first to
Avissawella and from there to Magam-
mana by lorry. During last January and
February, supplies were very irregular
and considerably delayed. Ruwanwella
Union thereupon agitated for permission
to get their rice from Colombo direct.
They were first allowed to draw their
supplies from Veyangoda and later per-
mitted to come to Colombo for their
supplies.

Dehiowita and Kinigoda Korale Unions
also were agitating for this concession and
Kinigoda Korale Union has now been
allowed to draw their rations from Ve-
yangoda. Dehiowita Union has not yet
been given this concession.

Regarding transport arrangements, the
position is as follows :

Ruwanwella Union called for tenders
in January last when the President of
the Union was one Mr. Somabandu,
known to be an L.S.S.P. supporter. From
the tenders the Union received at that
time, the Union decided to obtain the
services of lorries belonging to the
following four persons :

1. K. A. Charles of Ruwanwella garage,
2. M. J. Cooray of Ruwanwella,
3. Vincent Perera of Yatiyantota, and

4. D. D. Porolis
Angurella.

The arrangement was to hire lorries
from these four persons whenever the
Union wanted the services of outside
lorries. Transport of goods from
Colombo was also included in the con-
tract with these four people so that there
was no necessity for fresh tenders to be
called when the Union began to draw
their rice from Colombo.

Appuhamy of

The D.F.C, Kegalle, has now
recommended that Kinigoda Korale
Union too should be allowed to draw
its rice from Colombo. The concession
allowed to Ruwanwella Union to draw
its rations in Colombo is not a special
concession allowed to that Union only.”

The allegation was also made that
these contractors were U.N.P. con-
tractors. That is not correct. Tenders
had been called for during the time
of Mr. Somabandu who does not
happen to be a U.N.P. supporter.
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In regard to the question on
kerosene oil, the Price Control Notice
is with me. It is not correct that
the price of a quarter bottle has been
fixed at 3 cents. The fact is that the
price of a bottle has been fixed at 14
cents and a half bottle at 7 cents. So
that, the information which the hon.
Member seems to have got on that
matter, too, is not correct.

Then, in regard to the question of
arecanuts: I am sorry the hon.
Member for Yatiyantota (Dr. N. M.
Perera) is not here, but I am aware
that he has been agitating in regard
to this matter of arecanuts from the
time he started contesting the
Ruwanwella seat. I can remember
a leaflet that was published by him
and distr:buted on his behalf. Even
at that time he said :

" D&Ben® e@we ended
22 Swm0 =mEL embied.”

He has been a Member of this
House for a long time. I am only
sorry that he has been unable to help
the villagers in that area in regard
to the matter of arecanuts. But, I
would like to state that as far as the
question of arecanuts is concerned,
the Co-operative Department is pre-
pared to take this over and even to
export it to India. The hon. Member
mentioned that the price at which
arecanuts were sold in India was
Rs. 125 or so. The Co-operative
Department is prepared to buy at
Rs. 18 and to sell to India at Rs. 22,
It is true that the consumer in India
pays much more but this is due to
the taxes that are levied by that
Government. So far as arecanut is
concerned my Ministry is taking all
the neces-ary action to collect and
sell the produce to India.

I shall refer to prices and the cost
of livinz later but now I shall con-
fine myself to the main points.

The hon. Member also referred to
the shortage of dhall. Dhall and such
other commodities are imported by
the Ministry of Agriculture and Food,
and the C.W.E. only distributes them.
The C. W. E. gets a certain quota
which is distributed to the co-
operative unions.
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With regard to the Drug Depart-
ment of the C.W.E., it has been run
at a loss for the last two to three
years. The Ministry after consider-
ing this matter very carefully has
decided to close this department
down. The question is being looked
into of getting the importers of drugs
to mark the prices on all items over
Re. 1. Under these conditions we in-
tend issuing import licences to all the
importers of drugs.

The hon. Member also made the
allegation that the C.W.E. is not buy-
ing jams and jellies from some of
the R.D. societies. It is true that we
have had to stop buying these
because the standard of their products
was so poor. There was also favour-
itism shown by some of the officers
of the C.W.E. when buying the stuff.
What had been bought had to be
thrown away.

g. en. 12.45

The hon. Member for Panadura
(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene) made an
allegation against the manager of the
Nalloruwa Multi-Purpose Co-
operative Society. Inquiries had
been held and an appeal was made
from that decision to the Commis-
sioner on the 17th of last month ;
that appeal is now before the Hon.
Minister. There is no political or
personal interference in that matter.

With regard to the Magampura
Co-operative Society, it is the same.
There is an appeal which is now
before the Hon. Minister.

I think the hon. Member for
Galagedera (Mr. W. M. G. T. Banda)
mentioned about wine spirit being
produced by us in the Gal-Oya |

Sugar Factory, so that there is no |

need to import wine spirit. He also
spoke about arecanuts and I have
replied to it.

The hon. Member for Haputale
(Mr. Arivadasa) mentirned about |
the C. W. E. shops. With regard
to the C. W. E,, I am replying all at
once. |
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[9«. &, 88¢F ®wn]

. The hon. Member for Balapitiya
(Mr. L. C. de Silva) mentioned
about the fostering of co-operative
education and that only Rs. 1,000 has
been allotted by the Government.
The hon. Member contended that
not enough provision was made for
co-operative education. The hon.
Member should know that it is
money in the Co-operative Fund that
is used for co-operative education
and not Government money. The
fund, gets an average of Rs. 4 to Rs. 5
lakhs each year. The Co-operative
Department and the Co-operative
Federation have prepared the mem-
bership education programme to be
carried out by the federation and
district unions from 1966, and the
programme will be financed by co-

- operative societies and unions, and

also by grants from the Co-operative
Fund.

The co-operative movement is an
independent movement. Educating
its members is its responsibility. The
Co-operative Federation was orga-
nized for this. The Government will
give all help in the form of staff, etc.,
for the education programme because
this is the only way which will help
to achieve the National Government’s
objective of making the movement a
real people’s movement.

The Ihon. Member for Balapitiya

: spoke about amalgamation of socie-
ties and the policy of the Govern-

ment. The Co-operative Department
does not intend to force any multi-
purpose societies to amalgamate.
There are today 5,101 multi-purpose
societies of which 3,768 have less
than 200 members each. At the
same time, of the managers of co-

operative societies, nearly 85 per

cent. are paid a salary of less than
Rs. 200 a month.

~ Most societies are uneconomic.
They are unable to employ adequate
staff even to- prepare their accounts.
Therefore, the department is analy-
sing. the economic viability of each
multi-purpose society, so that such
societies can consider the question

—2ndE 550D

of voluntary amalgamation to pro-
duce economically viable societies
which can perform all the
multi-purpose functions and employ
well-paid staff.

Amalgamation does not mean
closing down any existing selling
points, so that members will not have
to walk far for their consumer goods.
All existing selling points will be
continued and as many new ones as
are necessary will be created. The
hon. Member must be aware from
his reading of co-operative literature
that the trend all over the world is
to amalgamate small societies into
larger and stronger societies with
increased selling points.

The hon. Member also referred to
the question of the import of tyres.
The Ministry is looking into this
matter. It is true that importers are
selling tyres at excessive prices. At
a conference at which the question
of prices was considered, the Govern-
ment asked the importers to see that
the consumer is not made to pay the
extra ten per cent. import duty fixed
by this Government. This matter is
being pursued, and the Government
hopes that a substantial reduction in
the prices of tyres can be effected.

The hon. Joint Member for
Colombo South (Mr. Bernard Soysa)
referred to the policy of advertising
tea sales in the U. K. The policy of
the Government in regard to propa-
ganda for tea was criticized on the
ground that propaganda  was
being done for tea as tea and not as
Ceylon tea. Actually, propaganda is
being carried out by Ceylon both for
tea as a commodity and for tea as
Ceylon tea. Propaganda for tea as
tea is carried out through tea councils
in the United States of America, the
United Kingdom, Germany, France,
Australia, and Canada. The trade,
too, are members of these councils
and contribute substantially towards
expenses. Apart from the fact that
Ceylon profits from the funds contri-
buted by the trade towards propa-
ganda for tea as tea, it is a mistake
to think that the expenditure of
Ceylon funds for such propaganda is
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a waste. For instance, in the
U. S. A.,, where tea was said to be
held in contempt and where propa-
ganda is done through tea councils
for tea as a commodity, the sale of
Ceylon tea increased from 42,547,000
pounds in 1963 to 47,551,000 pounds
in 1964. This compares well with
India’s sales of tea in the U. S. A.
which amounted to only 24,550,000
pounds in 1962-63 and 22,209,000
pounds in 1963-64. The bulk of
Ceylon tea in the large buying coun-
tries is purchased by packers for
purposes of blending and the quan-
tity of Ceylon tea which is purchased
will be determined by its quality and
price, and the question of improving
the quality of Ceylon tea is a matter
which is receiving the attention of
this Government.

With regard to the question raised
by the hon. Parliamentary Secretary
to the Minister of State and another
hon. Member about citronella, I wish
to say that this is a matter that has
to be dealt with after consultation
with the Ministry of Agriculture and
the Ministry of Industries.

eCH' € Q;mRIERD Ow. (mEs)

(8. Qavoval) (& GUIT GG —LIT ST 5 1 D)

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene—Panadura)

It was the request of the hon.
Member for Mulkirigala (Mr. George
Rajapaksa).

2. &, 88 Q.

(Bm. erev. a. Fiflew)
" (Mr. S. A. Peeris)

Action will be taken to see whe-
_ ther it is possible to sell citronella at
a higher price. I think the latest
prices are on the high side.

" The hon. Member for Minuwan-
goda (Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena)
mentioned something with regard to
the Coconut Board and with regard
to the low prices obtaining for
coconut products. Our information is
that oils are made out of things like
soya beans which are introduced to
the market cheap.

I think most of the questions raised
by hon. Members need not be replied
to by me. I propose to get in touch

1965 s e 5 @& 9

2234
—NdEm 68
with those Members and discuss the

particular matters referred to by
them.

& Qo

(8w, aubns)
(Mr. Subasinghe)
What is the position of the Gov-

ernment regarding the closure of the
C. W. E. shops ?

Q. &, 88 @cm.
(8. araw. a. 1(Fiflew)
(Mr. S. A. Peeris)

I am coming to that. I would like
fo read a small paragraph from the
speech of the last Minister of Trade
and Commerce who was in charge
of the CW.E. and co-operatives.

. on, 1

G PaT] Sréases @cs0,

(8. Coriey rreprigon)
(Mr. George Rajapaksa)
Do you agree with his view or not?

O, &, 88 @,
(8. eren. ar. (Fifow)
(Mr. S. A. Peeris)

I refer to Hansarp, Volume 5.7.,
(Part I), column 2783, '

dse IOISENS] Bl Bics D e,
G.emmew,. wdh 8 B3O 8ResY BHes
DI ¢ Do Cewsy gu B Sed s
Qe ST D emndn Beamd o IOt e]
2o0® BuE O &dosymm DE®Dw s,
2G5 ¢dehed @, eIEE OB Dnewsy &8¢z
30 Bwe® wom &89y D990 vuf men,
& 2800 &8sy, Ve BOBME 50m® Bod e
S8 g0 0¥ Bw Bw. B, dw WS 0
& geoed emee muaw. 1960 46 Jme® &8
6% ACWE w18 ©H0 esnenmns e
B S Ay B e VeV »AT DmSswm
C8w mmefed DT w5 Do, ces9d
oC® odegx’ery wm BQums =848 ©dck
GOCH JSdw wMmeS e by s Hesy
E&éaw Bpem pon wPsmb s0doe Be
DC i€ Chew®) BSewsy ged Sded 3@
&8 yRen’ BRc0 84.da qo8. ¥ Beny 0SRecd
BRCmNE Bow® o D es9¢’ B Dmendsy
03 8 €@ S¥wd M 2O 00 wmd o Bed®
DOH' ;) WEDD; > Bew & Dewsy 885,
edge OB duewsy Dwd 28 ¢ Bl wde
O 5 80 #8ds’ WO e, 83.65%.688. @k
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[8d. 8. 88¢ @]
660 ©® DO S8 WS AR edg MEAS B
e @B ewmed ¢ Bud [Bc HImY,
1964 eef=m@a8 3; 571 &m medde B
2783]

eS8 E Srduwy B Qw.

(8. Crigy rrguéem)

(Mr. George Rajapaksa)

&' exnel B EEusy mg?

D, &, 88ed @can.

(8. erev. ar. (Fiflov)

(Mr. S. A. Peeris)
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BHEO® Befles B Cbws I 86 &B
sy Buw gnoOme RHNEGD e
ebm ) 2. EE» Bwe® ga HCP
wewn €@ SCC YOCrn Wim AR cvsd
88 e BB ety CroBmens) B[
guce DO u®éB. €® 30 ciag
BWNES PN @WE® AP €® <CI
ey 8w wlern) Codmasy EEmS,
g8 Em ser! BCunl @9 Bwsdm
MORB, D corY ST glwsd & ¢y
gucH »H C 68 NGedd ged 89
eI DO BETB e B D
ge@sn ¢ ¥ L €00
cosy @ ewmbicen 8ecd & cdegesd

g8y @ eéBdd me odegesI
gBRsy B Y vy  w®
Bms néeme. §C, ¢ G5 €onY
2 g 1502 2®en &IHD. »HYY

Sed & s’ @umsy, CroBRm us
By geny MmO, Bews) coxy
8@ Beusler. 99 Bwm 7 Jo
GOuNECE &'Cew BC T w6 Fxen
P9 amar®m @8 Bedwd. ged
&HBm Cdews ACENESHDY PR IS
e, 1966 8C AR cxusI 8@ C.Hwwsd
gl e1eHn® guIc®mO edg €exsI0. &
g0 B Ewc® zunm DT ©d
DY e ¢B. Y eI D e
B e B0 B ernmb, 1emnD
B8y g6 RS ¢Y 82 g AGIEH
by ) 5 WY ¥ s @B €SHE ¢uB.
S8 BT Y EHM® emelm D g8
emEsY ey »B. @umd emm eZ¢e
pammes =2 w@sdé Y 28 €c3
mensy » Bw® 8 corm Beadrmy &
Qe e} contd BeAHD. HB guesd

Bewddm T8 @ed ACW

2236
— el ee%d
00 Aeecbhn ) Emen, A ol
RSy B, ecdm wdmel 9f ewsd
Br¥m geed & BeA»T. e8P mdyed
€6 wé ewId 4b By ewmdC (3 o
ey 80 sewn LR&HAB, cEee CaysId
qled & BHeAryem. c@Esin WmEC e
4557 20:'® ey B e2ge sy
C g8 & Sges. ¥ guw elBdlE =g
CrcBewdB. OB elfdTd ng
1B O €S 3% o corf’m
@R cery® REEHELhE' ) DD, &
gcen cCam Bwee B»E car G,

gB.eo0.88. &5 avyem, ol
caryes A8 & & &@emndé =8
0EBECO e &P wemd, 1950 8
e, cemem deed wemnsy e@md, &I
ey Ow ewed 6, PRern WEH ®d
6 Y PN EN® CEETC GIBRIBIHG
BBY® €aryeHIO ACw & B,
& @Elery wmg Bben gD DEEH
D6 JCH 30, ¢® g wm.con.cel. WD
g2 e B R Bee Bwm gd
6 @B 2. 8CNEER wemlasd
GBIy ceee Pur’ Ay Sy I, ety
S CEwd Wéeb g} €8¢ Bw® &
1@ Bélenc D6 aBe ENw 8
B0 WEw D ged Snym QR
Bewmd. €8 Ced &ET» Ewc® Bed
Dy »E, w@rmnd Sweade LK
DésY® VN, Oonmwmes OEemen
E8mwd BR®s» Wé® e&2C cd @
¥ HPewrsy megrf ©eemd, &
Swc® gf) WEsY» godxsy Sxycom. €D
685 corsyexm AR gy €@mnd Id
amd eweoned, O8py Cfed
ey ceendme@xsy 3N cony
97 CA® AD emmged WRGS wed
YD, @E8 mucewd c€ o &8
Gt ACET® AEEss ) TR,
cge Vsl corxyd®m Y O
et ACD. & gl & s 08
coznd wésTYm A8 »He x8ws EC 8w
GO PR cor’S® Ggen AT ¢S i HED
28 B¢ 8w ) 92 emw WEE®
D,


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

2237
Beuldrn ewmf®uy’ wmm, 1965-66
geed AGeecho’nd w@rmndens
Suen WBCERB. «w® SBNW g 240
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e gmE«Bes GBEB. ©wE€®S »OEEE
Bea® @ah ORNEC £8erméwd end
ccetnsy @nd ey em deed HBec®»y
ondmwWC Eewidmws €d®mY, O
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az @Iy HEWBE cendn® eWedn.
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Glened Hurym & deemedn'n
Oxyer mut. dens’ w.eon.ced. widh
8¢ 88 ol ctfPwsy am €®
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8OWE woah, BB 8588 Bom® wd
20 &rf WEsY B wr D eBels cef
Ted 9y Gl celfd®ew eand
D@ WEHD. Dy B edmedsy
By DE® BV ©ensY ®HS8carhd
907 26 o5 m N8 e DWewy @53
5. & god 88 Sr'mes ®H8wiznd
NS e N8 gur', 88 e’
A ecr’® N8 gury @ mD. 8.ecov.
etd, wensy 25k Bu®® €dDEPO g=d
ciedryem muem. 1962-63 ¢d&ce
0ens) D& ay B & £ed
2. @D ®ensY »O® ewve w
en ; 8B 0D oy gddbe
®earsndm QCC MNBwefecr B DS
cEemBER. Ow 8BECC® g2un
Gend®&B, e.econet. AT 38

RNéemwy @s¥® g0y dsfem.

eCH' € 92rTIAD Ow.

(5m. Qovovell e et ger)

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

B.E0N.C. GEBDHBO REEEO %Y
WDEBY B BN,

o, &, 88 Own.

(8. erov. ar. Fifew)

(Mr. S. A. Peeris)

Jen®8. Bndmucn &Dm» Bwuc® ¢A)
OB Géd g8 wm.eovn.etl. Ewan
DEHD. DOOBN L@eHNO wdEmd
800® 8uen Deemsy, w.eon.ced. @
T0 13824 cemd, @8 mndes BewEx
®ew Dmendar Bud Oecn® i<y
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“98 Om Glew8 1 om» wloms wewm
G 330,387 = @¢c cueCaA®wO anewy He
g’ wm go'me Soum ¢, swmuten
8,

98 om B8cud 1 9» u€dnu cued AMCuS
emlum ™mSud HFw wnud Bewlo wém CE.

“98 b s%uy, 1 b endEiLeD enLi
3,380,387 o eanlp Gsisaru@uns” 6T gQILh
@ oNGssLULE ep mECsTereriL g,

98 gy g%y, 1 b QUNEGLLeTD 2L
aeardley @%wrwnr Lesarir g,

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 330,387
for Head 98, Vote No. 1, be inserted in
the Schedule ”, put, and agreed to.

Head 98, Vote 1, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule, &

2 2» wlomu—ucem oI D—unSHDEmm
8we®, &. 55,500

auréGUUeDD  @a. 2. —ufunees @asusy&rsir—
e @/@HLh G?a:sﬂa;, e5. 55,5600

Vote No. 2.—Administration charges—
Recurrent expenditure, Rs. 55500

“98 B» @Beud 2 B wEOM sewm
G 55,500m @cc csel A®sd ey o

gz@:ﬁ” WD g e BOum G, swmubomn
e,

98 5 BBowB 2 D @®Omes cEeCamees
emlnsy 28wd BRI N8 Bewlo mmém
ce.

“98.gyd 5%y, 2 2yt eund@LiLamnh enunb55,500
Yl aertln Grréstiu@une Tgth efl@ eflB&sy
U@ w‘r_i;(gm@arr@i-rmuum_g.

98 oy g%y, 2 K eUINEGULem oL
o Zwrufley () Zawruiy el s g,

Question, “ That the sum o Rs. 55
for Head 98, Vote No. 2, be finse}tedsgg
the Schedule”, put, and agreed to,

Head 98, Vote 2, ordered t
of the Schedule. e
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99 2 BB8w—HY egulnedsy N2

1 o» wldnw—mdae egiac czalam®
smn8 wo eBny {8, &. 7,05,086

FOLIL) 99— H S5 &% & SarLD

uéELueRTD (@l 1 —veplunenfer 25@5E@
Gaigaapld LpUIgEEHD, @HUT 7,05,086

Heap 99.—DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 705,086

«99 D BBowd 1 2m» wCOIMw wEm
& 7,05086 = 8¢ cuel AP aRnewy D¢
gme ! wm &’ He 08 cesY, umuldem
e,

99 95 B8cud 1 9» wldmw cuel AMews
ommlum wmOuwl HFu wPwR Bewo DE5I

c&

“99 opn sy, 1 b cuTEGHUELL LT
7,05,086 o euaeruilD @Gsrésiu@wns’” eTgpilh
Se IGEsIULD &b misGEnen eriiL g .

99 gyn sy, 1 b eIEGUUGTD S
aarifley (@2worwil LanlgsILiL gl

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 705,086
for Head 99, Vote No. 1, be imserted in
the Schedule ”, put, and agreed to.

Head 99, Vote 1, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

9 m uldnw—=:ew oEn—snshdinm
8wed, &i. 21,28,630

ans@LuemTn (@, 2.—wuilLnees ClFaeysoir—

Bem® e Gsae), epUT 21,928,630

Vote No. 2.—Administration charges—
Recurrent expenditure, Rs. 2,128,630

«99 By AEfcwd 2 o» wlOMme wugwm
&. 2128630 @ 8ec cuelAnwd anewy DE
g’ wm s e S0um CEW, Bwmudon
s,

99 2 RBcud 2 D w@dmu gueEaAMexus
emnOuw Wowd HAe uNed Hewle DA®

ca.

“99 gyin sy, 2 b @TEGUUETILD  EHLT
91,28,630 2L amrlln Gerssuu@wns ” Grapih
ell@y elBsaLIL® ar i m& 0 S TeTerLILIIL gl

99 o0 S%ULIL], 2 2D QIEGUILGD B LLa e
ey @Pewruit  vemldauULL 3,

Question, ¢ That the sum of Rs. 2,128,630
for Head 99, Vote No. 2, be inserted in
the Schedule ”, put, and agreed to.

Head 99, Vote 2, crdered to stand part
of the Schedule.

Bewldn Y5 @& DC®

2240

— e wend

25 B8u—u@o® ol mnd
ccendmelny B

100

1 2 wldnu—m¥e 0% ¢ cwagen
CEME we R E@mm, & 446,259

sy 100 —asibuellaer LZareri
5 Gamn & w6 LD
andé@uuemd @e. l.—vuefurerfler 25emdé@ilu
Gagemapd B g sesh, epun 4,46,259

Heap 100.—DEPARTMENT OF REGISTRAR OF
COMPANIES

Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 446,259

“100 2 Rlcud 1 2m» wulemae wewm
& 446,259 » @ec cusdamsl amesy =
ama” w» @ »a S0um I, wmuden

100 2 &8cuB 1 2 wldmu gued ANeud
crmPuw omSwd RIS INeE Bewla WED
ceE. '

“ 100 g4th %L, 1 gib auid@LUeRD EHUT
4,46,269 o eZanllh Geidsliu@uns ”  egpith
N@ Gess0ULE apmeblsTereriuL g.

100 2yth s2iiy, 1 b aund@GUUeTD 2L
o2 ifley. (el LRSS .

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 446,259
for Head 100, Vote No. 1, be inserted in
the Schedule ”, put, and agreed to.

Head 100, Vote 1, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

2 25 wldmue—éesm ED—8NGHDIDD
Jwe®, & 31,600

amd@uuen @, 2.—ufluncaied GEeleEse—
Bam® e Gree), eHLIT 31,600

Vote No. 2—Administration charges—
Recurrent expenditure, Rs. 31,600

“100 2 Rfewd 2 % uldme wEw
G 31600 » @cc cuel AN amewy D
wpe? G» oo da S0um ¢, wmuldn
515

100 9 &8cud 2 2» wle@nw cuedanexwd
cmOue wEud BFs wnud Bewe =E®
ce.

€100 .ytb g%y, 2 b AISEGUUEID EHUT
31,600 GorasuU@lons ”  ergplld
dl@y @U@ E’I@cg},réﬁ@ﬁ’ffﬁ"ﬁﬁ'ﬁuﬂ.L_@.

o Lt Zevai ul D

100 oy 2%y, 2 Ll GGG BILL
cu@ezorufey (B Cavarwil)  LienaRdsLIIL Gl
Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 31,600

for Head 100, Vote No. 2, be inserted in
the Schedule”, put, and agreed to.

Head 100, Vote 2, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule,
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101 2 BB —HD@E@D W FELBIED
&G DY D

1 2» wddmuw—mda IRE osadalwm
SANE we ¢HRwW @z, &G 17,02,285

By 101 —a paoins, @pé @D
&’L;@QU.-TL-@‘Q,‘ Q?ﬁmé;a;mnb

aurdELiue [@ev. 1.—wuanflurerfes 2y @nd @i
Gassaviapid IpLig.aenth, erun 17,02,285

HEeaAp 101.—DEPARTMENT OF CONTROLLER OF
IMPORTS AND EXPORTS

Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 1,702,285

“101 2» &lowd 1 o» wldnu wew
Si. 1702285 =@ 8¢C ¢ o A®WO gmew
DE @D’ wH gdmma 0w I, wwm
w8y 8. -

101 2 &8eouB 1 9» w®@mus ¢ce e AD
Cud emlum 2Iwd BFs «w» « Bewlo
DEH EL.

“101 b sy, 1 @b @rd@GUUED LT
17,02,285 oL elamdlh Qerrdésiu@ons ” e gyt
al@ ole&sUuC® am misGsrenerIULL S,

101 oyin s%v0ey, 1 o4tb ans@UUEN oL
a2 ey @it Ll a5,

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 1,702,285

for Hzad 101, Vote No. 1, be inserted in
the Schedule”, put, and agreed to.

Head 101, Vote 1, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

2 3» wldnu—wmEw» omFP—8nskhdEnn
e, &. 3,90,200
emE@uuennd  @al. 2.—udureaE  Geea)seir—
San® eumth Gsaa), esr 3,90,200

Vote No. 2—Administration charges—
Recurrent expenditure, Rs. 390,200

“101 3m» &8cud 2 2» wdIMws wewm
. 390200 » 8¢¢ ¢v AP0 e
BWE 9Ds” wm» gdne T0um» ¢, won
wa€em 8,

101 85 &G8cuB 2 @» wledmu ¢u eaA®

Gud emmluxm wmEwl HIw wy) 8 Bow o
DS CE,

“101 gib s, 2 b nd@UUET D @Bl
3,90,200 2iranan iy GraissiuGrne
ol@ OssLILLe anhmsCareretiul g.

1 gD

01 g0 5201y, 2 o4 amé@uuennh oL
aularufley D%mrwny LelEsUILLL g).
Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 390,200

for Head 101, Vote No. 2, be inserted in -

the Sc_hedulg ” put, and agreed to.

Head 101, Vote 2, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.
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102 2% &&w.—e2ge 2 @s%ne@m
oceBesInD
I 9» wldmw—mnds @Hae ovadowm
CEHE vy BT 20z, & 90,352
S 102 —~ovenlls s siip Caama s
B)Cmr & w6 LD
ané@GuUentd (@ev. 1.—ualunarflar 2;emd@iiu
Caugangpdy B uLigeepn, esur 90,352

102,—DEPARTMENT OF MERCHANT
SHIPPING

HEaD

Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 90,352

“102 T» &G8cudB 1 o wlOmw wew
. 90,352 = 8¢G co e D aADED - DE
R @D gd»e SPum Y, wwmstln
.

€ 5,

102 2 &8cud 1 2» wddmw ¢cu edA®
eud emduw wSwd BFw wy w8 Bowlo
wém G

102 gb 520y 1 @y QTS GLILIGRTLD  EHLIT
90,352 s almrullp @ amth
oll@) ellPESLILILEG e misQsnsiarniurL g.

Crissu@uans >

102 g s2000 1 epb and@luemb s
cueariled @2t LemlEELILLL g,

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 90,352
for Head 102, Vote No. 1, be inserted in
the Schedule ”, put, and agreed to.

Head 102, Vote 1, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

2 2 wddne—ocH M D—EDnEDEH D
- Bwg®, & 3,850

UnE@Gltemrd  @ley. 2.—wvuflumreeors @&wa{s@}r—
BemBaph Geaey g5, 3,850

Voie No. 2.—Administration charges—
Recurrent expenditure, Rs. 3,850

“102 3m» &fewd 2 Bm wEOMG Bgay
. 3,850 @ 8¢¢ c¥ e AW Gaesy @m¢
gRe” @ gdne 0wm ¢, wmuten
&,

102 @2 &8ewdB 2 Dm» wEomes cs ecdan
Cud emluw mSwd B oD @@ MBewlo
DEH EE, :

“102 g 3&%‘@ 2 gin UTSGLUGRTLD  prpLi
3,850 9L el BGrrgaiuions ? oT@iin ofl@y)
NB&S&LILILE D miECEnGTeTILILL &, <

102 gih g% 2 D UTEGLILIGRTN o)1
& Zeoor uSloy (9)2swor it vewflaésLicy g, 2=

Question, “That the sum, of Rs. 3,850

for Head 102, Vote No. 2, be i )
the Schedule”, put, and agreetdni?)Tted il

- Head 102, Vote 2’ orde
of the Schedule. red to stand part
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103 om» &8w.—wudumnd e DSRD
ccendmeeny R

1 om» wlomw—mie @R gz d D
BADE wd BT %, &. 82,66,707

AL 103 —a& LB pay g{@eﬁ@r&,ﬁfs
)0 & 8561 LD

urs@uUeTD (3. 1.—ussfunerfer 25e56@E M
Gougenptd PUIGEEHLD  EHUT 82,66,707
Heap 103.—DEPARTMENT OF C0-0OPERATIVE
DEVELOPMENT

Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 8,266,707

403 2m» &BB8oud 1 D» wuCdMe weMm
4. 8266707 = 85C C° e ADE Gmew
Dg @pw”’ @B JADG SPum cf», ww
wOOm Tea.

103 2 88cud 1 9» uldnmu ¢ edam
ced emouw mOwd BIw @R «d Boewe
2ém» CGE

“103 o sy, 1 0 QT GLULIRTa LT
82,66,707 2L eZadlp GrissULBLNS ?  grepsd
@ flpsaiLi® appsGieTeTerULLS.

103 b sy 1 o QUNE@GLILeRTD L
e ifle @%wrui LefdaLULL gl
Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 8,266,707

for Head 103, Vote No. 1, be inserted in
the Schedule”, put, and agreed to.

Head 103, Vote 1, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

9 2m» wEdmu—LICH mdq—-—gmé;@&mm
Bwe®, &. 13,07,640.

ans@ouenh @e. 2.—uflunaens QFeveysaT—
Bempamn Qeaey ep. 13,07,640

Vote No. 2.—Administration charges—
Recurrent expenditure, Rs. 1,307,640

“j03 D EBecw® 2 D wldMma ©gw
& 1307640 » 82 ¢B eCansd aned Be
@Ra’ @ g Da Bdunm CIW, wms®em Sa,

103 9 @Bcud 2 ©» uldmu ¢ eCam
cuB cmon WmBud BBw @M «8 Bewo
@Dé® G

“103 g0 sy, 2 2yb @nsGUUERTD EHLIT
13,07,640 witcaaondp Gridsiu@uwTs ” 6TeUD
@ Aessuule apmssneenIuLLg.

103 gy &%y, 2 b @TEGUUETID SLL
auamr ey (B)2erwl) LRl SULILL S

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 1,307,640
for Head 103, Vote No. 2, be inserted in
the Schedule”, put, and agreed to.

Head 103, Vote 2, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.
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A 9 uldmu—ocerBelInd 8B wnLe®
cw Sr—em&hedmm 8w, G, 2,000

aurs@uuemh (@a. 4—H%wasors S 261fiE
sULGL Gseveusen, BenmBawme, Geevel,
epum 5,000

Vote No. 4.—Services provided by the
Department—Recurrent expenditure,
Rs. 5,000

“103 2 BBeud 4 B wuldns ugwm 4.
5000 @ 8:C ¢o cCaANGEO HBET DE DS
a® Sd»e SPum Gy, smucdmn B

103 2 R8cud 4 ©» ¥« v eCaAVewS
emmOu mOwd ABe aDud Hewlo W CE.

“103 gy sy, 4 b @IEGUUETD T
5,000 s awln Geidauu@uns ” aeub oll@
elGasLLC® ) msblaTenenill gl

103 b S0 4 Sy @INEGLUEMID 2LL6ulsT
e Goonwt) uemlssuLL &

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 5,000
for Head 103, Vote No. 4, be inserted in
the Schedule ” put, and agreed to.

Head 103, Vote 4, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

7 2w uddma—unlisn w.2idmne—acin
Bwe® & 1,00,000

and@uuent @, T—Our@erTsmo <9
A5 8H wssuungL Crae), EpUn 1,00,000

Vote No. 7.—Economic development—
Capital expenditure, Rs. 100,000

“103 D &8cud 7 D» we@my wem S
1,00,000 @ ®c¢c & eCAMRR GneF D
aoe” o sd»e 80u® €I, smeddn Ba,
103 2 RbcwB 7 ©m» w8oma ¢u eC amewd
cmOu mBwd HTuw g «8 Bowle =W

cé.

“103 gt sy, T b QUTE@GLIIGTLD  QRLHT
1,00,000 oy auemullh GsidsuU@ONE *  ergmild
@) Ness0IUCE arp pEGsTen UL &l

103 gytb s%viiy, T SHib UTEGLILGRTD DL 1L_6uZewr
ey @%wrwts uesflésLUULL Sl

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 100,000
for Head 103, Vote No. 7, be inserted in
the Schedule ”, put, and agreed to.

Head 103, Vote 7, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

2245
Buldm emplusy wmm, 1965-66

104 @» &8w.—clege AR Sgd
2300 ocmdmeEsImd
Sy 104 —elwrursd Qs meir
Qarereuarey s Howdseris

HeAD 104.—DEPARTMENT OF COMMODITY
PurcHAsE

3 2» wldmuw—wem o N—EcA» Bued,
& 4,53,803

anéguuemd @Qe. 3.—uluneens G eeysar—
2y&sLCUN L Qraey, pHua 4,563,803

Vote No. 3.—Administration rharqes—
Capital expenditure, Rs. 453,803

“104 2 G8ouB 3 2 wlémy wem &
4,53,803 = 8¢¢ ¢ edAmwd mes WE @P”’
G® gdme S0um ¢, uwmuom B

10% @» &8oudB 3 2 w€omau ¢o edaAm
2ud emMmOu MmEwd BIu anwd Bewla wém»
cé.

“104 gyib %y, 3 b arnsEULeTD eBLIT
4,53,803 o ey Gsiésuu@ons ¥ ergin
i@ BssIULG ah msQsneTeTILLL. g,

104 g4ib 5200, 3 @b améEL LeRTd 2L dewr
e @2%mrwit LeRflssuuL g,

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 453,8(_)3
for Head 104, Vote No. 3, be inserted in
the Schedule ”, put, and agreed to.

Head 104, Vote 3, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

g.om, 1.15

BN BB

(5@ rreart)
(The Chairman)

We will now procesd to consider
the Votes of the Minister of Justice.
Th=2 hon. Member for Katugampola
will take the Chair.

GODGD DA Forumewn' @Euy
Qeany’ O 8. @ak» dw. (wAalemc) 86
& d €,

g6 Sog, sunprust setser wé@onsens s
oflarm  féaGa, SLOSDOUIR  EES st
Bo. M. V. sulhs wa80nsengswons s,

Whereupon MR. SPEAKER left the Chair,
and MgR. T. B. SUBASINGHE [MEMBER FOR
Karuveamrpora] took the Chair.
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105 8 B8w—qlwdém g@ramona

1 o w€emw—mde @7 ac esad afw
S8 B wn B 20w, & 4.69.514

1 9 ¢u &8, ew'@n woam e g
& 1,98,772

BBy 105—4 5 QYDUDE FiF
wunEGUUenh @, |.—uafiurer e 2@ |
Cavgerupid LUy &ersin ghear 4,649,514 :
el slwiy le—senyQui Camyd  ewuere ey
e5. 1,98,772

HEAD 105.—MINISTER OF JUSTICE

Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 469,514

Sub-head 1.—Cadre and

salaries,
Rs. 198,772

OSTEE Srfesms s,

(,@Q’ﬁ. G’ngrd'g'g TIrepLIgen )
(Mr. George Rajapaksa)
I move,

“That the Vote be reduced by Rs. 10
in respect of sub-head 1, item ‘Minis-
tEr !' »

Mr. Chairman, the first matter I
wish to raise in regard to the Votes
of the Ministry of Justice is the
question of the language of the
courts. On a subject such as this, I
hope the House will bear with me
for speaking in English. I do so for
the better unierstanding of the hon.
Parliamentary Secretary.

The hon. Parliamentary Secretary
will agree that in an independent
country like ours, where this House
has recognized that the administra-
tion should be conducted in the
official language, namely, Sinhala,
where we have gons a considerable
length towards making Sinhala really
the language of administration, the
language of the courts has been
lagging far behind.

By a decision of this House the
Official Language B:ll was passed
making Sinhala the otheial language
in the courts throughout the Island.
What T wish to know from the hon.
Parliamentary Secretary is—and I
think he owes the House an explana-
tion—how far we have progressed
towards the implementation of the
Language of the Courts Act, how far


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

2247
Sudds emglus .emm, 1965-66
[@‘;“555:‘3 Sutbess ]
we have progressed towards, in fact,
making Sinhala the language of the
courts.

As far as I am aware the rural
courts of this Island—or a large
number of rural courts—have already
offected the switch-over, and their
business is conducted in the official
language. But there has been no
progress from that point onwards.

I appreciate that mn & transform-
ation of this nature, in a switch-
over of this kind, there are bound to
be several factors which impede the
progress of the proper implement-
ation of the Language of the Courts
Act. There are certain technical
questions that you come up against,
for example, the lack of steno-
graphers, translators, typists and so
on. You encounter difficulties of that
nature, but those factors alone should
not be made the excuse for the delay
in the implementation of the Lan-
guage of the Courts Act. There must
be a concerted effort on the part of
the Government to as expeditiously
as possible introduce Sinhala as the
language of the courts throughout
the Island.

We know that it has been argued
that it is difficult to implement the
official language in respect of the
courts on account of the lack of
necessary terminology, words, proper
translations and so forth. But may
I say this ? The last regime appointed
a committee to go into this question
of legal terms, and, I believe, this
committee up-to-date has produced
about twelve glossaries. They have
gone through the Criminal Procedure
Code, the Penal Code, the Civil Pro-
cedure Code, the Evidence Ordinance
and many other Legislative Enact-
ments, and have already translated
most of the terms that are in every-
day use in our courts. This is an
adequate basis for us to make a start
with the switch-over quite seriously.

What I wish to know from the hon.
Parliamentary Secretary is, what are
your plans and intentions in relation
to the implementation of the Lan-
guage of the Courts Act ? Is the im-

Hewldmn @5Y5) e DEw
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plementation of the Language of .the
Courts Act being delayed on account
of certain technical difficulties or
have there been any other obstacles
which you have encountered in the
process of implementing it, or are
there any other impediments ? Are
there political impediments in the
way of the implementation of Sin-
hala in the courts ? I do not know
what relation it has to whatever
agreement that you have made with
the Federal Party. Has any known
or unknown agreement with the
Federal Party on a political basis any-
thing to do with the slow progress
that has been made in the implemen-
tation of the Language of the Courts
Act ? If not, will the hon. Parlia-
mentary Secretary enlighten this
House in his reply as to what the
Ministry proposes to do in the matter
of implementing the Language of the
Courts Act ?

What steps have you taken to start
a scheme whereby the necessary
technical personnel could be re-
cruited ? The complaint is that you
do not have stenographers, transla-
tors, and suchlike people. Have you
taken any steps to give the necessary
technical training that these people
need to adequately meet the situation
so that the switch-over could be
effected as quickly as possible ? 1
am sure, the hon. Parliamentary Se-
cretary will agree, that even in the
courts of law, precisely because the
proceedings are being conducted in
an alien language a lot of injustice
is taking place. It is far better for a
country like Ceylon where Sinhala is
the official language that the courts
should keep pace with the adminis-
tration in the implementation of the
language policy. What I would like
to know is, when does the Govern-
ment propose to implement Sinhala
in the magistrate’s court ? Have you
got a target date? What are the
instructions you have given to the
magistrates of this country in this
matter ? When will we have the
good fortune of having the magis-
trates writing their learned judg-
ments in Sinhala ? When will we
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have the good fortune of hearing the
learned judgments of the judges of
the Supreme Court being delivered
in the Sinhala language ? How many
years must the country wait to see
the day when the official language
is made, in fact, the language of the
courts ?

As far as I know, the witnesses are
permitted to be cross-examined in the
magistrate’s court in Sinhala. That
is all that has come to my knowledge
about what is happening in regard to
the implementation of this Act. That
is a very unsatisfactory state of
affairs. I take it that the Govern-
ment has not changed the policy of
the previous Government relating to
the Language of the Courts Act? I
take it that you will continue the
policy of the previous Government in
the implementation of Sinhala as the
language of the courts. The previous
Government, in fact, had taken a few
essential steps in that direction. For
example, they had published twelve
glossaries of legal terms. Those glos-
saries are comprehensive and should
be adequate for the switch-over at
least in the magistrate’s courts of this
country. This committee has done
excellent work ; I hope it will con-
tinue to function. I also hope that
no one with axes to grind will be
permitted to interfere with the acti-
vities of this committee that has been
appointed to translate legal terms
into Sinhala and that its personnel
will not be changed in any way, be-
cause so far they have done an
excellent job.

If the Government has changed its
policy relating to the language of the
courts, then we must know it and we
must have a forthright declaration
from the Government. If the Govern-

ment is deviating or intends to
deviate from the policy of
the previous regime, then this

House and the country are en-
titled to know it. If the slowing down
of the implementation of the lan-
guage of the courts policy is the re-
sult of political expediency, then the
country is entitled to know it. If it
is for purely technical reasons, then

19656 e e 5 @28 9
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we wish to know from the hon. Par-
liamentary Secretary what are the
plans of the Government regarding
this policy. Have you got target
dates, that is to say, on such-and-such
a date—may be in a year or two—the
magistrates’ courts in the Islan.d will
be conducting their business in the
official language, and, maybe later,
on such-and-such a date, the Supreme
Court will be conducting its business
in the official language ? Have you
got a target date by which all the
courts in the Island will conduct their
business in the official language ?

The next matter I wish to deal with
is in regard to conciliation boards.
The whole idea of conciliation boards
was first mooted by the late Minister
of Justice, Mr. M. W. H. de Silva. It
was a good idea. Little disputes that
arise in village—if they can be
settled at the village level without
having to go to the courts where the
two factions continue their vendetta
until it ends in the ruin of both par-
ties—should be settled through the
medium of conciliation boards. That
was the basic idea in the conciliation
boards enactment.

What I would like to know is this.
How far has the Ministry made an
assessment of the success or other-
wise of conciliation boards ? How
many boards have been set up in
Ceylon ? How many are functioning
satisfactorily ? And what lessons
have you drawn as a result of the
work of these conciliation boards ?

Conciliation, to a large extent, de-
pends on who is the conciliator, and
unless you get the right person, no .
matter what his status is—he may
be a big man in the village or he may
be an illiterate man—conciliation
boards will not succeed. If you do
not get the right type of person in
the conciliation boards, if you ap-
point people merely for their power
and position, then you are defeating
the very purpose of these boards.

I know of a particular conciliation
board which started doing excellent
work. About 800 out of 1,300 disputes
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referred to it in tne first year of its
office were settled. But today—may-
be after the heat generated by the
last elections—factional struggles
have erupted within the board itself
and partisan attitudes have crept to
the forefront, with the resuit that
justice is being denied to a particular
section who happen to hold certain
political views. In that situation,
what is the remedy ? If representa-
tions are made, the Minister of Jus-
tice has the power to disband such
boards. That is another matter I
would like the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary to bear 1n mind.

8. 8. gmenyy Qwi. (Sds @Bed
28y e He)

(B e 0. YyssusH—@Qrregris
awé Fllegr LTTTERLETPE STALEAG )

(Mr. D. P. Atapattu—Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of State)

Are you referring to the Walas-
mulla conciliation board ?

CEIBE Srlests @cs.

(8m. Cogrirey rregidgien)

(Mr. George Rajapaksa)

Yes, I refer to the conciliation
boards in the Walasmulla Village
Committee area. These boards are
localized today. They function in
village committee areas. I do not
know whether the Act has been ex-
tended to cover urban council and
town council areas.

EHBBY ) e,
(Bw. sssusm)
(Mr. Atapattu)

Yes, it has been extended to cover
urban council areas.

& . 1.30

edIEE SrZums @w.

(8. Coprirey rreguidon)

(Mr. George Rajapaksa)

This is a matter that should engage

the attention of the hon. Parliament-
ary Secretary for the reason: that,
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after all, these institutions are set up
primarily in the interests of the
people of this country, and if there
are any defects it is our duty to get
together and put them rignt so that
no injustice is done.

The next matter I wish to raise is
in regard to the Police Information
Book. Perhaps in regard to this
matter I am biassed because, during
my short period at the Bar, I have
been defending and not prosecuting.

We are all familiar with police
tactics in this country. We know
that in every police station there is
maintained a very important book
called the information book. It is
extremely useful and is used very
often in the administration of justice
in the criminal courts.

We have seen how often, because
of the law as it stands today, injus-
tices are committed by the use or the
misuse of the information book. The
information book has now multiplied
itself into several information books
like the routine information book and
so on, but, basically, in the informa-
tion book is contained the statement
of a person who has made a com-
plaint and all other statements
recorded in pursuance of that com-
plaint, and if one is skilful enough
one can by an examination of the in-
formation book trace the movements
of all the police officers who took
part in the investigation of the
complaint.

Today, as the law stands, apart
from the first information and—
according to a recent amendment to
the Criminal Procedure Code—cer-
tain other things, the bulk of the
statements made by the witnesses
are not available to the defence. In
a law suit, all those statements are
available only to one party. As a
result, grave injustices are com-
mitted, because the information
book is a police document and we
have had experience of police officers
misusing their powers.

I say with sorrow that, within my
own experience, to my own know-
ledge, nprosecuting police officers
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have got up in court and led the
evidence of witnesses with the in-
formation book in front of them, and
all the while they are aware that the
statemants made by the witnesses in
the witness-box are different from
and contradictory of their state-
ments recorded in the information
book. But as the information book
is not available to the defence, as
the statements of the witnesses
recorded in the information book are
not available to the defence, some-
times injustice is caused.

. B qued. 288 (gmdéen cce®
9'3))

(2@l @. of. erev. ewifdb—9&@
@reyL i Ywss s )

(Mr. A. C. S. Hameed—Second Aku-
rana)

Why ? Unofficially you can see
them !

eSEIBE Srfus e

(Bm. Cogrigy rreguden)

(Mr. George Rajapaksa)

By way of specific illustration of
the misuse of the information book
by police officers, I can point to the
episode of tne coup when the hon.
Member for Baddegama (Mr. Neal
de Alwis) was taken into custody by
some police officer on the frivolous
ground that a petition had been re-
ceived against him and the hon.
Memb-r for Baddegama was locked
up for 24 hours ; finally when it was
found that there was an attempt at
a coup, the officers changed the two
sets of information books maintained
at the Galle Police Station.

This is the kind of thing that takes
place sometimes when an offence is
commmitted and a case is heard in a
court of law.

Therefore, I ask the hon. Parlia-
mentary Secretary, if he cannot go
the whole hog and make available to
the dafenca all the statements
recorded in the information book in
the course of an investigation, at
least to make available all statements
made on behalf of the prosecution in
a criminal investigation - under-the
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Criminal Procedure Code. That
would be in accordance with the
recommendations of the Criminal
Courts Commission of which
Mr. Gratiaen was Chairman.

This is a very serious matter and
it has been mentioned on the Floor
of the House before. 1 urge the Par-
liamentary Secretary to take action
as quickly as possible and remedy
the situation. Amend the Criminal
Procedure Code to permit both sides
in a law suit to have a look at the
information book in the course of the
trial.

The next and frequent complaint
made by all Members of this House
annually is the law’s delays. The
hon. Parliamentary Secretary will
agree that justice delayed is justice
denied, and from that standpoint we
have still not reached a satisfactory
situation relating to the administra-
tion of justice in this country.

You will agree that there are in-
ordinate delays in the disposal of
cases in the civil and criminal courts
and, in fact, even in the Supreme
Court. The hon. Parliamentary
Secretary will agree that litigation
must be conducted primarily in the
interests of the litigants, and any
delay in the swift and expeditious
administration of justice is a hardship
caused primarily to the litigant, to
the poor man, to the common man
in this country.

Today, in the Walasmulla Court—
this is not through any fault of the
learned magistrate, who, I think, is
an adornment on the Bench, who has
done excellent work—when a case is
postponed, the next date is six
months hence. Last week, cases
were postponed for March, 1966.

ad sy Blewy
(QOzenrer ym&ssour eHeui)
(An hon. Member)

Why ?

eSTEE Srfess @can.

(‘5725 Cepriien TTeLIGeo )

(Mr. George Rajapaksa)

I will tell you why. It is because,
on the one hand, the Magistrate’s
Ceuart at Walasmulla is in a peculiar
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position—you cannot generalize on
that—it is a circuit court. Originally,
we had 11 working days. Today, it has
been reduced to one day. The magis-
trate has to do both summary and
non-summary work. Non-summary
work involves a lot of time. Today, I
think, the summary work in the
Magistrate’s Court, Walasmulla, is de-
layed primarily due to the magis-
trate having to handle both types of
work—summary and non-summary.
Non-summary work is cluttering up
most of the magistrate’s courts, at
least in the Southern Province where
I work. I would suggest, even as an
experiment, that you take a judicial
division and appoint a “non-
summary ” magistrate—or call him
what you like—to handle the non-
summary work in the courts within
that jurisdiction, and see whether he
cannot expeditiously dispose of all
non-summary cases. Then, I think,
the magistrates will have ample time
to dispose of the summary work.
Otherwise, you will find that litigants
have to attend courts, sometimes as
much as 15 to 20 times, and go back
without their cause being adjudicated
upon. That, I think, is a serious
matter. Will the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary, therefore, go into this
matter with the seriousness it
deserves ?

eedemdbe &, 8. B, wmasH»sY
(»c&'gd)

(O ré i .
B )

(Dr. E. M. V. Naganathan—Nallur)

What is your suggestion ?

GTLD,

. J5IT& [5IT He0T —

LI EE Srfeswms .

(Ss. Cogrirey rragridon)
(Mr. George Rajapaksa)

Do a kind of operation, but not an
illegal one !

That is one of the chief matters to
which I wish to draw the attention
of the hon. Parliamentary Secretary,
because, particularly in the ijudicial
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districts of Tangalle and Hamban-
tota, the arrangements in the courts
are unsatisfactory. I do not wish to
go into details. The authorities are
aware of the situation. Even the
judges have made representations
regarding this matter. Therefore, I
hope that you will take steps to
reorganize the allocation of court
days at the various courts with a
view to expediting the administra-
tion of justice,

There is just one other matter I
wish to raise. It relates to the
appointment of commissioners of
assize. 1 wish, first of all, to con-
gratulate the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary, the Hon. Minister, or
whoever was responsible, for the
appointment of Mr. C. G. Weera-
mantry as a commissioner of assize.
He is an erudite gentleman with an
extensive practice; he has earned
the confidence of both the unofficial
and the official Bar. He is very
deserving, and I hope that he will
adorn the Supreme Court Bench in
time. But I also wish to strike a
note of regret that the Government
has not chosen to extend the com-
mission of Mr. E. R. S. R. Coomara-
swamy because, from all reports,
from the observations made by
lawyers with various political con-
victions who have appeared before
him, I think it is the unanimous
opinion of those who have had
experience of him as a judge that
he was one of the finest commis-
sioners of assize we have had in
recent times,

It has been the practice where a
person is appointed a commissioner
of assize not to terminate his com-
mission merely because the Govern-
ment does not like the political
views he held prior to his appoint-
ment. We must judge a man on his
merits. I do not think anyone with
a sense of fairness will stand up and
say that Mr. Coomaraswamy was
found wanting in the discharge of
his duties as a judge.

I say this because we have had
considerable experience of another
type of judge. There was a Chief
Justice of this country—I refer to
extChief'Justice, Mr. Henry Hema
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Basnayake—who has had the unique
record of having about 40 judgments
of his upset by the Privy Council.
How can this country have con-
fidence in the judgments that were
delivered from the Supreme Court
Bench by Mr. Justice Basnayake ?
He had to handle quite a good deal
of political questions sometimes.
How can we have faith in a judge of
that type who, immediately he
retired from the Bench, went
straight into the political arena and,
shall I say, misconducted himself .

ad VY Bleww

(Osorra oyma&ssaur el )
(An hon. Member)

Very unfair.

ST BE Srsese ®w.

(8qp. Cagrirgy rregusow)
(Mr. George Rajapaksa)
Not unfair.

The price that one pays for
holding high judicial office is to be
a nonentity in retirement. But
Mr. Henry Hema Basnayake broke
all the unwritten rules of judicial
conduct that should be observed
when people retired from the Bench.
That is my regret. He was the
Chief Justice of this land. Therefore
the Government would do well to
bear in mind the type of people it
appoints to the Supreme Court
Bench.

I do not wish to take much further
time on this subject. I hope the
hon. Parliamentary Secretary will
give us a statement of the Govern-
ment’s intention in regard to the
implementation of the official
language policy.

There is one other matter which
I forgot to mention. I must thank
the hon. Parliamentary Secretary
for having acted swiftly and expedi-
tiously on two Questions I gave
notice of relating to the Government
Analyst’s Department. The hon.
Parliamentary Secretary should be
an example to the other Members of
the Cabinet, for within one month
of my asking a Question he has
made available to the Government
Examiner of Questioned Documents

1905 e @S 9
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a car. That officer is one who has
to travel the length and breadth of
this Island, and on my merely ask-
ing a Question from the hon. Parlia-
mentary Secretary, he has acted
swiftly and given the officer a car.
I hope that he will be allowed this
car exclusively for his work.

Will the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary also look into the grie-
vances of the officers of the Govern-
ment Analyst’s Department ? One
of the factors that contribute to the
law’s delays in this country is the
delay in obtaining documents from
the Government Analyst’s Depart-
ment. Times without number, non-
summary cases are postponed every
two weeks. Why ? It is said that
the Government Analyst’s report
has not arrived. So the authorities
concerned send telegrams to the
department ; they send constables ;
they do all sorts of things. But they
still do not get the productions in
time to lead the necessary evidence
in order to commit the case to the

higher court.

I do not know whether the hon.
Parliamentary Secretary has been
to the Government Analyst’s Depart-
ment. I have been there. So, I can
tell you that this department is a
hell on earth. Those who work
there are technical officers. They
do a very responsible job, very res-
ponsible in the sense that the whole
administration of justice revolves at
times around the activities that take
place in the Government Analyst’s
Department. It is a dilapidated

building. There are live wires run-
ning all over. The department is
housed in the old lunatic asylum.

The officers have made complaint
after complaint. They are a for-
gotten species in the public sector.
Therefore, I ask the hon. Parliamen-
tary Secretary to pay special atten-
tion to this department. Surely
they must be housed in a proper
building where they can work ; as
I said, they are doing a very impor-
tant type of work.

There is also a shortage of staff.
There must be adequate personnel
in the Government Analyst’s De-
partment. If you will look into all
theseorinfirmities and remedy them,
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I think you will to a large extent
prevent the delays in the adminis-
tration of justice.

q. &0, 1.45
qmam"zsg @¢a.

(B 955055)

(Mr. Atapattu)

Mr. Chairman, I agree in some res-
pects with what the hon. Member for
Mulkirigala (Mr. George Rajapaksa)
had to say, but as a matter of fact I
wish to contradict him on certain
points raised by him in regard to the
work of the courts in the Hambantota
District.

The question of the law’s delays
was fired across to the hon. Parlia-
mentary Secretary. Let me give the
reasons for the delay in the disposal
of summary and non-summary cases
at the Hambantota, Tangalle and
Walasmulla Courts.

About two years ago, the Walas-
mulla Circuit Court was working for
one-and-a-half days in the month. The
Tangalle Magistrate’s Court was
working two-and-a-half days in the
month doing criminal work. Now,
Tangalle has a combined court; it
was doing two-and-a-half days crimi-
nal work and three days civil work.
On one of those days when the magis-
trate’s court work was done, the
presiding magistrate was the magis-
trate at Hambantota who used to
come on circuit; and on those days
the District Judge of Tangalle used
to go to Hambantota and attend to
the district court roll there.

At a certain stage, the last Govern-
ment felt that they had to ascertain
from wvarious sources, ways and
means of saving money for the
country. They thought that too many
magistrates and judges were inti-
nerating to different courts and there-
fore some way must be found to cur-
tail their visits in order to bring down
the expenditure to the Government.
As a result, the decision was made
that the magistrate should sit at
Walasmulla Court only once a week,
and one-and-a-half days were allotted
for criminal work at the Tangalle
Court. Today, in Tangalle, Friday is
not a court day.

Bewldém @575 ©ed ’C®
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Tangalle Court is one of the busiest
courts in that area, and the magis-
trate is doing work at Walasmulla
while there is no one working in the
Tangalle Court on Friday. Friday is
a holiday for the court.

The reason for this is that if they
want to bring down the magistrate
from Hambantota to work in Tangalle
on Friday, it will be an expense to
Government.

eCE € 92RiAn .

(Bm. Qoo @emraut se)

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

Maybe because it is a Muslim area.

gBnY ) Do,

(B ospuE3)

(Mr, Atapattu)

There are Muslims all over. Tan-
galle is also a Muslim area. There are
Muslims in other places too. It is not
a case of the area being Muslim. Ham-
bantota, which has a bigger Muslim
population, has a court working on
Friday. The reason is that the
Government wanted to curtail expen-
diture, and they cut down a day in
the Tangalle Court.

No wonder there are law’s delays
and suffering caused to litigants. And
all this was due to the previous
Government trying to save money for
the country. Today, as a matter of
fact, it is a wretched state of affairs.
Hon. Members will realize what the
situation is when I say that the trial
roll in summary cases extends to six
months. Even so, one cannot be cer-
tain that a case will be heard in six
months.

At least 20 or 30 cases are put down
before a magistrate for a day. With
the co-operation of the members of
the Bar, the magistrate may be able
to get through about half the number
by way of settlements. Today, certain
cases that are pending in the Tangalle
Court are 2} years old—summary
cases, cases of petty offences. At the
end of a year or soon thereafter, all
parties will lose interest—plaintiff,
defendant and even the lawyers.
Thereafter, what happens is no one’s
concer.


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

2261
Bubdm ewdlun’ wvmm, 1965-66

If you are going to have a proper
administration of justice, some
arrangement must be made to see
that the hearing and determination
of cases is expedited and cases are
disposed of in a very short time. It
is my view that the delay in the dis-
posal of summary and non-summary
cases in the Tangalle and Walasmulla
Courts is entirely due to the short-
sighted decision of the previous
Government to cut down expenses.

The Hambantota, Tangalle and
Walasmulla Courts were working
satisfactorily for two or three days
in the week before this arrangement
I referred to. The magistrate used to
take the circuit court at Tissamaha-
rama for a day ; and at Hambantota
he sat for two days. There was a
court of requests also at Hambantota.
Even so, the magistrate never had a
long trial roll at Hambantota.

Today, the magistrate is sitting five
days in the week, and I do not think
his roll extends to more than two
weeks. Even the C. R. trial roll cannot
extend to more than a month. I know
that the judge is sometimes unable to
give a date in a partition case for the
simple reason that the Partition Act
says that a trial must be fixed “at
least one month hence ”’; the Partition
Act requires certain documents to be
filed in court within one month. So,
the magistrate cannot give a date
within one month. In other words,
his partition roll will be less than a
month. Tanczalla has a nine-month
partition roll.

It is a very small arrangement.
More days should be allowed to Tan-
galle and more days to Walasmulla,
and less days to the magistrate there.
We do not need many more magis-
trates. I do not agree with the hon.
Member for Mulkirigala that we
should have a non-summary magis-
trate. That would sometimes bring
about difficulties in the way of my,
learned Friend and the other practi-
tioners there. And then there would
be no need for a special magistrate
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there at all if half the work is given
to the magistrate at Hambantota, vs{h_o
is doing nothing there, and the civil
work in Hambantota is given to the
Tangalle District Judge. Many dis-
tinguished judges used to go there to
do district court work for one day.
What is the length of the roll there ?
Two months or three months ; never
beyond three months.

Now that the roll has come down to
about 6 weeks they cannot work even
according to the Partition Act. I agree
with the hon. Member for Mulkirigala
that something must be done for
these two courts if we are going to
have justice at least in that part of
the country.

There is one other matter which
the hon. Member for Mulkirigala com-
plained about—the Information Book.
I think it was the Gratiaen Report
that suggested that all the statements
in the Information Book should be
made available to the defence. I
remember that. I really cannot under-
stand why that should not be put into
practice. Why should somebody hide
a fact and get a conviction in a case ?
I can assure my hon. Friend, the
Member for Mulkirigala, that if a
witness goes back on the statement
made to the magistrate, it is the para-
mount duty of any counsel or proctor
appearing in the case to bring it to
the notice of the court.

CATEE Sl Oca.

(8m. Cegriiey rrggLidon)
(Mr. George Rajapaksa)
It is mainly the police who do it.

DB ) .

(8w Yssus5)

(Mr. Atapattu)

I agree that the police will try to do
that. I remember a gentleman who
hailed from the Civil Service, the late
Mr. J. N. Arumugam, who, when he
was a magistrate, never tried a
summary case without having the
Information Book by his side. He
used to tell the police that the Infor-
mation Book was not meant to adorn
thepolice station but for his own
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information. Of course, today you
cannot expect a magistrate to do that
because he has no time, he is so busy.
The best thing possible for the hon.
Parliamentary Secretary, at least at
this stage, is to legislate on this point
and to cause all these documents to
be made available. Where non-
summary cases ars concerned, all
statements are made available to the
Supreme Court judge and everybody
else.

The hon. Member for Mulkirigala
opened the debate with the question
as to what is going to happen to the
Sinhala language in the administra-
tion of justice—the language of the
courts. I do not know whether there
has been any difference. Of course,
when politicians refer to the language
issue they think there is something
behind it and that there has been
some agreement with the Federal
Party or some other party. Everybody
asks, “ What is your agreement ?” I
do not think there is any variation.
As a matter of fact, Sir, in the courts
we are gradually speeding up the
work as far as Sinhala is concerned.
I do not know whether my hon.
Friend can show any instance where
things have been done to delay this.
I do not think so. I wish my hon.
Friends themselves would take the
initiative in this matter when they
appear before the courts. Let them
address the jury also in Sinhala. Why
not make Sinhala for all purposes the
language of the courts ?

I can tell you, long before the
Sinhala language was ever thought
of.as the national language, Justice
Sri Skandarajah, who was district
judge at that time, asked me to use
Sinhala in the courts. There was
nothing to prevent me from doing so.
I say—particularly the lawyers—if
they have the will they can do it.
After all what is required is the
ability to understand what is happen-
Ing. The lawyers who appear before
the courts can assist the courts to
make Sinhala the language of the
courts if they have the will and desire
to do so, but they only have the desire

2264
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to come and talk on public platforms
that the Sirnhala language is suffering.
We are not going to say.that.

With regard to terminology my
hon. Friend was talking about, there
are a number of books that have. been
translated and, for the Ilove of
myself, I just cannot understand most
of the terminology. There are certain
phrases, and, I think, even the hon.
Member for Mulkirigala will take
years before he is able to get at their
meaning. You have to learn them.
For instance, I read somewhere that
the “ universal joint” of a motor car
has been translated as “ @decim

309D ”.

QNG 9535

(@ovantn STEGL S SSalr)

(The Presiding Member)

I am informed that that has been
taken out.

gy co.

(8@ ssus5)

(Mr. Atapattu)

Thank you. I saw it in the
olossary. It amused me highly to
know what this “092” was that
could have joined everything in the
world together.—[Interruption].

In regard to most of these expres-
sions, their translation would take a
lot of time. It is not a question of
magistrates keeping records in
Sinhalese. We ourselves will come
across these difficulties and we should,
therefore, gradually train ourselves
to meet such situations.

For instance, in a civil case, there
is the framing of issues. The judge
is expected to frame the issues. As
a matter of fact, that is the law.
Although the lawyers of the two
parties suggest issues, finally the
framing is done by the court. Who
is the judge, who has been partl-
cularly ~trained in Sinhalese, Who
will be able to put those issues inl
proper style in Sinhalese ? It will
take a little time. But the people on

the cother side should not imagine,
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simply because these thin7s are not
rushed through—it is merely to avoid
chaos in the administration—that we
have some understanding with some-
body to delay these matters. It is
very unfair. This suggestion, I find,
is made every day inside this House,
“You must be having some under-
standin? ”. We have no such under-
standing at all, I can assure you.

In the case of these Gentlemen on
the other side who often talk or
criticize us -on this question of
languae, I can assure everyone of
them that the Sinhalese members of
my party and I are equally anxious
to safeguard our language and our
rights.

ad @ BDdown

(Csorrey oymsssar emer)
(An hon. Member)
But beware of the people behind.

gmoesyy) Sw.

(BB 9ss5us5)

(Mr. Atapattu)

Do not worry. They also, like
myself, will try their utmost to
protect their language. 1 cannot tell
them not to.

The reference to Mr. Basnayake is
very unfortunate. I do not know
whether when English jud~es retired
they went into oblivion and did
nothing useful to the country. I do
not expect that to happen in Ceylon.
Mr. Basnayake was a gentleman who,
although he was Chief Justice, used
to observe Sil every full moon day,
and he was a deeply religious man.
He carried on his religsious work even
after he retired. What are these
Geantlemen worried about? Probably
observing religion may be, from
their point of view, a very re-
“actionary policy. We cannot help
it. I am also a Buddhist. I mi~ht
be called a reactionary, but I, as a
Buddhist, believe there is a thing
called “ =@ 8z ”. If I say that, you
Gentlemen will say “ &8:®”; I
cannot help it. In things like this
you must not come out with names
of gentlemen who are trying to do
a service to this country.
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There is one other matter which I

should like to refer to before I
conclude, but I do not want to waste

much of your time on it. My hon.
Friend referred to conciliation
boards. They have certainly done a

lot of good to the country, but I must
warn the hon. Parliamentary Secre-
tary to the Minister of Juctice that
they should not think that once
chairmen are appointed to these
conciliation boards, they should go
on for generations. Some of these
chairmen, when they are appointed,
are very good, but after som= time
they get the hamuduruwo complex,
People have to call them “ nadukara-
hamuduruwo ”. My suggestion to the
Hon. Minister honestly and truly is
that if you can have a new chairman
every three years it will be so much
the better.

20, 9. 98, MBr»n V88 .
(¢8méen @@Bow’ @18 »

eCm&)
(@ erid. er&. orib. pule wA&sTi—
B8 yenwssfear urrrenwer ps srflusfa )
(Mr. M. HH M. Naina Marikar—Par-

liamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Justice)

We accept that.

gL ) .

(8w os5u55)
(Mr. Atapattu)

Very good. I will be very happy.
When we accept a thing, we accept
it with a good intention of doing
something, but when they get used
to people coming behind them and
saying “hamuduruwane” they get
the “hamuduruwo” complex and
they begin to think, “ g8 ¢ 3 »8=0s
n@e&i@& V. The best possible thing

would be for chairmen to be appoint-
ed for a period of three years. When

they get rid of the “hamuduruwo”
complex they can come back.

Thank you very much for the

indulgence given.
R LR B, )
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B ¢ g O e,

(8w b 4 gyvelien)

(Mr. Neal de Alwis) _

Several speakers before me have
complained of the delay in the
administration of justice. Three
lawvers who happen to be Members
of this honourable House complained
of certain delays in the administra-
tion of justice. They expressed their
viewpoints, but let me express the
viewpoints of the litigants who have
suffered as a result of these delays.

There are cases that have been
postponed several times, some of
them as much as 18 to 20 times.
Lawyers have complained in this
House that they do not like these
postponements but I have heard poor
people complain to me " »HRD EnSn’
D&, eiberny DB’ because be-
fore they finish their cases there is
nothing left. They have to sell their
lands and movables and they are
driven to a state of absolute poverty.

This is a matter that must engage
the attention of the Minister of
Justice. There must be a more
speedy disposal of these cases and we
must have cheaper methods of litiga-
tion. Today, certain points of view
have been expressed why litigation
has become costly. Various reasons
have been attributed. Some Mem-
bers in this House feel that if the
work was done in Sinhala litigation
would have been much cheaper.

Apart from these delays we hava
come across a few cases where the
accused persons are charged with
petty offences and sentenced after
the cases have been postponed a
number of times. The Supreme
Court sends for these records,
reviews these cases and enhances the
sentences. We have read of cases
where, for instance, the sentence is
a fine of Rs. 75, the Supreme Court
has called for the record and
enhanced the sentence to 18 months®
rigorous imprisonment on somse
petition sent by somebody. I think,
there must be some proportion in the
enhancement of these sentences by
the Supreme Court.


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

2201
Beldm ewledd wmm, 1965-66

[8C ¢ ¢d3d O]

The Minister of Justice, I think,
has the power to go into these cases.
Sometimes the accused in these
cases have spent every cent that they
have saved, have undergone all the
trouble possible, have had their cases
postponed a number of times and,
when sentenced, have paid the fine.
But when the Supreme Court
enhances these sentences the only
thing left for them is to make some
sort of appeal.

@edmfen &,

(e qpovsur)

(Mr. Mustapha)

The Supreme Court has the power
to do that.

B ¢ ¢C 3T Scon.

(8@ fo g gyoveliov)

(Mr. Neal de Alwis)

The Supreme Coi-rt has the power
to enhance a sentence but there must
be some proportion in these enhance-
ments. So we expect the Minister of
Justice to call for these records and
see that justice is meted out to these
poor people.—[Interruption.] I gave
you the reasons; I gave the reasons
to the hon. Parliamentary Secretary.
My friend the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Social
Services interrupts me. Has he
followed me ? I said a man has had
his case postponed 18 times. It is a
petty offence. He has been fined.
The Supreme Court calls for the
record on some petition sent and
enhances the sentence——

g. en. 3
@ednfen Scn.
(2l arevgur)
(Mr. Mustapha)

The sentence must have been
inadequate for the offence.

B e o8 e,

(8®. fo 4 govelicn)

(Mr. Neal de Alwis)

I know the facts better than the
hon. Parliamentary Secretary. I
would expect the Minister of Justice
to review these cases.

Bewtdm O5FE) &7 AC®
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I would like to say a word about
the peace committees. They are
serving a very useful purpose. One
thing must be borne in mind when
you appoint presidents to these com-
mittees. The Minister must be care-
ful to see that the correct people are
appointed.

My Friend the hon. Member for
Kamburupitiya (Mr. Percy Wick-
remasinghe) complained that in most
of these cases there are certain staff
officers and clerks who have their
own way. I would appeal to the hon.
Parliamentary Secretary to see that
fit and preoper people, people who are
capable of having cases settled, who
have a status and are respected in
the village, are appointed, and also
see that these peace committees con-
tinue to serve the useful purpose
they have hitherto served.

With regard to the appointment of
J.Ps, as far as my electorate is con-
cerned during the last five years I
have not made any request for the
appointment of any J.P. because I
consider we have enough J.Ps in the
Baddegama electorate. But I have
made a request to the Hon. Minister
to have one justice of the peace, one
gentleman, removed from that office.
I had tremendous difficulty in doing
that. I found that this gentleman
had pleaded guilty to very serious
charges in the Magistrate’s Court of
Colombo—defrauding the Govern-
ment and sending false returns—and
had been fined Rs. 36,000.

J. g@ENCoa® ®cn. (228
CIMERAE)

(Bm. a. oy B sllisb—eal @8
Carienr.)

g _()Mr. A. Amirthalingam—Vaddukkod-
ai

Who appointed him ?

BE ¢ ¢ T S,

(8. po> 19 gyevellen)

(Mr. Neal de Alwis)

He was appointed by the previous
Government. You do not Ilaugh.
Things like that have happened
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during the U. N. P. days. You have
gone to the other side recently and
are laughing with them:.

To have this gentleman removed
from office it took me nearly one
year. 1 would request the hon.
Parliamentary Secretary to go into
that correspondence. 1 have given
very good reasons. When the then
Minister was delaying the matter I
told him, “If you happen to know
this gentleman, and you find it diffi-
cult to remove him from office,
kindly write to him and tell him that
unless he sends in his resignation
within a certain period, he will be
removed. ”

Now this Government with the
help of Mr. H. H. Basnayake is trying
to get that gentleman back into office,
I would request the hon. Parliament-
ary Secretary to tell his Minister
when he appoints justices of the
peace to appoint suitable gentlemen
who will act——

o& Oy Blewmy
(Qsorrey oyfss sl GmHauT)
(An hon. Member)

Not ILR.Cs!

B & ¢C e e,

(8- B g gevellen)
(Mr. Neal de Alwis)
Not I.R.Cs and cattle lifters.

I have to say a word about the
Fiscal’'s Department and the process
servers. I entirely agree that some
of these people do not get a fair deal.
But, on the other hand, a lot of
process servers are not doing their
job correctly. I was surprised
recently to read a notice in the
newspapers that a process server
was finding it difficult to serve
summons on a gentleman—a very
great supporter of the U. N. P.—who
was stripped of his office of J.P. in my
electorate and to whom I referred
earlier. The process server found it
difficult to serve summons although
I had seen this gentleman moving
about freely all over Galle town. I
was surprised to see the summons
appearing in the daily press.

1965 e ed mE 9
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There are process servers who can
be bribed not to do their jobs pro-
perly. On the other hand, there are
a number of process servers who are
not properly looked after and not
paid well. The Hon. Minister must
look into these things and see that
there is no corruption in this depart-
ment and also that these people are
properly paid.

There is another difficulty that
litigants have to face, that is, getting
certified copies of case records. I
believe that the existing scale of
fees was introduced during the
colonial days. Today, a poor litigant
has to pay a great deal of money to
obtain a certified copy of a case
record. The record of the proceed-
ings of cases is lengthy and the rates
charged today is one rupee per page
for a certified copy. These copies are
normally typed in duplicate or
triplicate and I would earnestly
request that some concession be
given to poor litigants to enable
them to obtain copies of records
which are necessary in complicated
cases.

I would like to deal with the
Crown Counsel’s Department next.
My hon. Friend from Kamburupitiya
referred to the method of recruit-
ment of Crown Counsel. Very intel-
ligent young men who have passed
their examinations very well are
overlooked and people who have been
at the Bar for a number of years—
sometimes without having any briefs
—are appointed.

O 5I€ BendFm» @ (c2d8ed)
(8. ovrerel Bevdsrgear—Car CL)
(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne—Kotte)

People with high connections are
also appointed !

B ¢ ¢C8ed O,
(Blm. o 15 gevalien)
(Mr. Neal de Alwis)
I request the Hon. Minister of Jus-

tice to look into this aspect, the
recruitment of Crown Counsel.
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(BC€ ¢ ¢C8ed ®wn.]

The Hon. Minister must also see
fhat the services of Crown Counsel
are made available in important
cases. The Labour Department some-
times requires the services of Crown
Counsel to argue important cases,
such as where a worker has
been exploited, points of law have
been raised, and the department is
unable to recover the dues of this
worker. It appeared in the papers re-
cently that when the services of
Crown Counsel were asked, the
Attorney-General refused to give such
assistance. On the other hand, where
a superintendent has had a quarrel
with a poor worker on his estate, re-

sulting in some potty little case being

filed by the police, the Attorney-Gene-
ral’s Deartment is always prepared
to send Crown Counsel to assist the
police in the prosecution wh-re
that estate superintendent to the
complainant.

3 82 28 D,

(e puien whssri)

{Mr. Naina Marikar)

Can the hon. Member name any
case 7 _

BE ¢ ¢C' 8 duw,

(8. fo g gyevelion)

(Mr. Neal de Alwis)

Certainly. I shall write to the hon.
Parliamentary Secretary. I make res-
ponsible statements.

Finally, I should like to bring to
the notice of the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary, who, we all know, is very
anxious to do something, who is
anxious to look into everything and
do everything possible, that there are
certain reforms urgently required in
the Prisons Department. I shall not
give details, but there have been in
the recent past press reports and har-
rowing stories of what is taking place
in the Prisons Devartment. The Hon.
Prime Minister promised this House
that very soon he would appoint a
police commission of inquiry. I re-
quest the Hon. Minister of Justice to
consider the appointmen't of a Prisons
commission of inquirv—something
that is urgently required.

Bewldn Y5 Dex BE®
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eCes’ @ ©2aD8Am @,

(5. Qaeved & @t &)

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

First of all there is a story that I
wish to relate in connection with the
Attorney-General. I do not wish to
take the time of this House on a
matter like this, but as I go on with
what T have to say, you will, T am
sure, realize that I have no recourse

other than to raise the matter in this
House,,
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[ece B q&miam Sowi.) ;

Shortly before the last elections, it
was brought to my notice that a
certain press in my constituency was
printing facsimiles of ballot papers.
1 informed the police, the police took
the necessary action, took possession
of some of these and held an inquiry.
Well, what the police seized looked
something like ballot papers—the
same size—but opposite the name
of my opponent on the paper there
was a cross printed. Obviously, it was
in the nature of a handbill canvassing
the support of the public for my
opponent.

I have had correspondence on this
subject with the Deputy Inspector-
General of Police. I have two letters
with me. The first is dated 18th of
March and the other is dated 3rd of
April. In the second letter I was in-
formed that the Attorney-General
who had been consulted on this
matter had taken the position that no
offence had been committed. There-
fore the matter ended there.

However, I was not satisfied with
the position because according to my
understanding of the law, which may
be wrong, an offence had been com-
mitted, and I wrote the following
letter to the Attorney-General which
I shall proceed to read:

“ T have received letter No. C 130/65/CN
of 34.65. Mr. J. A. Selvaratnam, Deputy
| 1.G.P., stated that you had been con-
? sulted on the above matter and that your
ovninion had been that no offence has been
disclosed. If this is correct, I would
kindly request you to re-consider your
decision in view of the following: Sec-
tion 52 (a) of the Ceylon (Parliamentary
Elactions) Order in Council states as
follows :

‘ Bvery person who, not being a can-
didate or an election agent, prints,
publishes, distributes or posts up or
causes to be printed, published, distri-
buted or posted up, any advertisement,
handbill, placard or poster which re-
fers to any election and which does
not bear upon its face the names and
addresses of the printer and publisher
shall be commifting an offence, and
shall, on conviction by a district court,
‘rﬁe 5103b1e to a fine not exceeding

s. e

The facsimile of a ballot pavper printed
in the private press concerned comes
under the definitions of a  handbill,
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Consequently, I shall be obliged if you
will kindly give your personal attention

to this matter and let me know your
decision. ”

After a reminder was sent I re-
ceived the following reply from the
Attorney-General dated 11th May
this year.

“I have to acknowledge receipt of your
letters dated 13.4.65 and 2.5.65 and would
inform you that I have considered the
matter therein referred to. I regret,
however, my inability to convey to you
my decision thereon as it would not
accord with either principle, practice or
etiquette to communicate to a third party
the advice tendered by me to the Govern-
ment or to a department of the
Government.

Signed. for Attorney-General,
I am sorry the signature is illegible.

The position, therefore, is that the
Attorney-General, for reasons of prin-
ciple, practice and etiquette—very
high considerations—is not in a posi-
tion to communicate with me upon
this subject.

Well, I can say that there are many
institutions in this country that do
not wish to communicate with mem-
bers of the public or even Members
of Parliament because, I supposs; cer-
tain kinds of immunities have bzen
set up. The Public Service Commis-
sion, as you know, is a case in point.
It lives up in the clouds. We cannot
even ask a question in this House
about the Public Szrvice Commission.
It is supposed to be independent, but
we know how it functions.

In this particular case, I am not
imputing any similar motives to the
Attorney-General. All I am saying
here is that I have been writing to
him pointing out where I consider the
law has been broken. It is quite clear.
On the face of it, it appears to be so.
But I do not know what really is his
position. Is it that the Deputy Ins-
pector-General of Police has misin-
formed him ? Could it possiblvy be
that h~ had given some other advice
to the Deputy-Inspector-General
of Pnlice? Or is the De2aputy
Inspector-General giving me wrong
information when he says that in the
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view of the Attorney-General no
offence has been committed ? I do
not know and there is no way of find-
ing out. That is why I would like the
hon. Parliamentary Secretary,
throuch the Hon. Minister of Justice,
to inquire into this matter.

I would again repeat. My point is
this. Section 52A of the Ceylon (Par-
liamentary Elections) Order in
Council states that any person who,
not being a candidate or an election
agent, prints or publishes any hand-
bill which does not bear the name of
the printer commits an offence. That
has been done and therefore an
offence has been committed. This
may not be very important but,
incidentally, in order to expose this
offence two people had to suffer
dismissal from the printing establish-
ment. Both the baas who manages
the concern and the compositor lost
their jobs.

@8 cT®ae Bwi (&, <HeH»
fO08cey =:Efe®Tn e@=me)

(8. . (9Crwgre—e areonrr &
s Ffer urrTEswerps srflugshe)

(Mr. R. Premadasa—Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Local
Government)

They both can file actions.

oCce € 9%R28QAm .

(8m. Govsal & i sex )

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

The hon. Parliamentary Secretary

talks of filing actions. Will he provide
money ?

el @ges Scm,
(8w 9Cregrs)
(Mr. Premadasa)
Attorney-General.

oCt € 9end¥am» @

(ﬁ@, Gevenel) @maﬂf,ﬁw)

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

The law provides for offences called
corrupt practices. It is a moot point
whether for this offence the permis-
sion of the Attorney-General is neces-
sary to file an action.
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(B 9Crwgre)
(Mr. Premadasa)

1t is.

eCT G D EQD e,
(875 Covovell @emr auii ger)
(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

That may or may nct be so. It is
a moot point. But even assuming
that an action can be filed, it is not
my business. If an offence has been
committed it is the business of the
police to file action. According to the
correspondence that I just revealed,
the police has been told by the
Attorney-General that there has
been no offence. When I write
to the Attorney-General he does
not reply. He takes a very high
position up in the clouds. Therefore,
[ have no alternative but to bring
this whole matter down to earth
here. The point I am making is that
on a cursory reading of this section,
an offence has really been committed.
Two people lost their jobs in order to
bare or expose this offence. I would
like this matter to be gone into
again by the Ministry. That is all I
I wish to say on that matter.

There is another question which I
would like to raise in this House in
relation to the Prisons Department.
Let me commence by sayving that in
the last two years there has been a
progressive improvement in the
conditions of prisoners and. indeed,
in the attitude of the department to
prisons generally. For that, T think,
we should congratulatz the Commis-
sinner of Prisons and the other offi-
cials concerned. But, at the same
time, it is necessary to realize that
the situation has not made any
materia] difference as regards the
question of crime, tha incidence of
crime in this country. If one reads
the Administration Reports—the
latest is for 1964—of the Commis-
sioner of Prisons one would note
that the percentage 0% peonle who
return to the prisons remains cons-
tant—that is, about 40 per cent. of
the peonle who were convieted
returned to the prison—which is a
rather high percentage. That position
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has not improved over the years
in spite of various improvements
taking place; but, these improvements
have prevented the situation from
deteriorating although they have not
been able to meet the situation
fully.

I am sorry to note that in the
Administration Report of the Com-
missioner of Prisons for 1962-63,
there is a note of complacency. He
states, I believe incorrectly, that
almost all the recommendations of
the Gratiaen Commiitee on Prison
Administration relating to the
improvement of conditicns and faci-
lities of prisoners have now been
implemented.

HEsNn D8 & Own.

(meL ple wissni)
(Mr. Naina Marikar)
What is the page?

sc & 9mRitm w.
(B Qavovell @ emraui s&)
(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

Page B51 of the Administration
Report of the Commissioner of Pri-
sons for the year 1962-63. That is, to
say the least, a big exaggeration. It
is true that a number of recommend-
ations have been implemented but,
at the same time, it must be noted
that there are yet a large number
of recommendations to be implement-
ed in relation to overcrowding, a bias
to be in favour of asriculture, more
space to be provided to the prisoners
after a hard day’s work for recreation,
that prisoners not engaged in outdoor
work should be given one hour’s
exercise, that there should be even-
ing classes in every priscn—you have
that only in some prisons—that
every five hundred priscners should
get two jailors and two overseers,
that the wages of prisoners should be
increaced, and so on. There are a
number of such things. So, there is
no reason for complacency in this
matter.

Hewldmn 978 SedaCcw
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I am glad that in the current year’s
report the Commissioner of Prisons
has taken a more reciistic attitude,
and has, in fact, pointed out a num-
ber of things tnat have to be done,
such as the extension of the open
prison system, and so on.

I would like to repeat the request
made by the hon. Meaiper for Badde-
gama (Mr. Neal de Alwis) that
5 commission of inquiry be appoint-
ed to go into the question of prison
administration. I think that the time
has now come to appoint such a com-
mission. There was some Kkind of
committee that was set up at the tail-
end of the last Government, but after
this Government came into being it
has more or less dissolved that com-
mittee. This Government has gone
back to the old prison board or the
Board of Prison Visitors, which, I
think_ is not satisfactory. It will not
bring any new attitude or new
approach to this questiomn. Therefore,
I would join the hon. Member for
Baddegama in earnestly appealing
for the appointment of a commis-
sion of inquiry to go into this whole
question of prison administration.

&. o). 3.30

PED D,

(peu anlbs)

(Mr., Hameed)

1 associate myself with the senti-
ments expressed by the hon. Member
for Panadura (Mr. Leslie Goone-
wardene) in acking for the appoint-
ment of a commission of inquiry
to go into the whole question
of prison aiministration. According
to the Administration Report of the
Commissioner of Prisons for 1963-64,
the number of re-convicted prisoners
who entered prison as about 3,444.
The hon. Member for Panadura
pointed out that was roughly about
40 per cent, Now, we should ask our-
selves why these prisoners come back
to the prison over and again. If you
study the figures for the last ten years
you will find that there has always
been an increase in the number of
re-convicted prisoners. It is because
most of these people are mentally
ill. Thev steal not because they want
to steal but because they are
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mentaiy ill and unless and until we
treac tnis 1.ness tuey will go back to
prison over and over again. ror this
purpose first class psycniatric treat-
meui must be made avatlable to them.,
Wnat is tne psycniatric treatment we
maxke availaple in our prisons to-
day ? Roughly 35 per cent oi the pris-
oners come back again every year as
reconvicted prisoners. When I was in
the Upposition every year I urged
that there must be more psychiatric
treatment in our prisons. Unfor-
tunateiy, this question has not been

taken up.

You will find that for non-payment
of fines last year 4,388 people have
been sent to prison. This is the high-
est figure for the last 13 years. This
means that roughly 81 per cent. of
the prisoners last year were in prison
for non-payment of fines. This is a
very serious thing. Most of these
people are people who are short-
term prisoners serving a prison term
of less than 6 months. There is the
Fines Ordinance ot 1938 which
empowers the courts to take into
consideration the means of the
offender before a fine is imposed and
allow him to pay thesa fines in instal-
ments. That Fines Ord:nance is not
being properly implemented. Now
81 per cent. of the prison population
are in prison serving periods of less
than six months and mainly for non-
payment of fines.

Look at the absurdity of it all. To
maintain a prisoner it costs the
Government roughly Rs. 1,900 per
year.

B E BeETT» .
(8. evrerell Sossr ser)
(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)

Some magistrates do not even give
time to pay.

»nED .

(@l anlSs)

(Mr. Hameed)

This is because people look at this
problem only from one angle. But
you cannot get over the fact that this
is a human problem.
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(8. ov_rerel] Blodar ger)

(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)

Even if a fine is not paid in a lump
sum they are sent to prison.

»nED e,

(m@u o)

(Mr. Hameed)

We send these people to prison just
because they cannot pay Rs. 100,
Rs. 200 or Rs. 300 as a fine. To main-
tain a prisoner costs us roughly
Rs. 1,900 per year and we keep on
sending these people to prison.

Consider the psychological reaction
of these people. When a man serves
a prison term even his children are
told by other children in school,
“Your father is a jail-bird ! ” He has
no place in society ; his family life
is broken up and society looks at him
with doubt and suspicion. All this,
just because he cannot pay a small
fine. The biggest danger is that by
sending a man to prison for a short
term you are giving him a chance to
learn much more of crime. If you
want to learn crime go to prison ;
you do not learn crime outside
prison. I am happy the Commissioner
of Prisons, right through in his Ad-
ministration Report, has contributed
to that school of thought : that there
is always a danger in mixing up new-
comers with the old-stagers. This
whole question has to be gone into.

Just because the Fines Ordinance
is not being properly implemented
these people are being sent to jail,
and can you imagine that 81 per cent.
of the prison population is serving a
term of less than six months ? Short-
term prisoners are a problem not only
in Cevlon but in the whole world.
Even England and America with all
their advancement are finding it diffi-
cult how to tackle short-term
prisoners. So, this whole question
has to be gone into very carefully. I
stress that the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary must see that the Fines
Or:dinance is implemented in the
spirit in which it was meant to be
implemented, so that peovle are not
sent to jail for non-payment of fines.
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Next, I come to the question of
parole. Even the last Government
spoxe of parole. I have read of it even
recently in the papers. I should like
to know from the hon. Parliamentary
1 Secretary whether, actually, there is
a scheme and whether they hope to
implement such a scheme. If you are
going to have a parole system—not
that I have any doubts but I want to
make sure—please see that it is
| implemented in the most impartial
manner possible, because the main
cause of dissatisfaction in prisons,
and of even prison riots in America,
was the misuse of parole. I have per-
fect confidence in the Hon. Minister
of Justice and his Parliamentary
Secretary, but I should like to state
here with all the vehemence at my
command that in the event of a
system of parole being introduced, it
must be carried out in the most
impartial and fair manner possible.

The open air prison at Pallekele, I
should say, is a big success, and it
gives me pleasure to pay a tribute, on
the Floor of this House, to the pri-
soners of the open air prison camp
at Pallekele for the tremendous role
they have played in the last few
years in the shramadana movement.
In the Kandyan areas they have
come to our aid and they have been
responsible for the opening up of a
- large number of roads. I trust the
hon. Parliamentary Secretary will
establish more of these prison camps
in the country.

You are aware, Sir, that it is an
offence for prisoners to smoke a beedi
or take a chew of betel or smoke a
cigar or cigarette. I think, this is the
olden day style. You deny prisoners
of smoking a beedi or cigar, provided
they cannot set it from elsewhere ;
but in the prison not only can you
get a beedi or cigar or cigarette, you
can even get a J.P-ship. Anything
an.d everything is available inside the
prison.

I think we should approach these
problems from a more human angle.
I see no reason why prisoners who
have done good work, who have

Bewddm @5Y8) OedBCw
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been on good behaviour, should not
be allowed a quota of beedis, cigars
or cigarettes.

Ask yourselves the question:
What are these prisons for ? Why
do we send people to prison ? What
do you hope to do with them ? Do
you want a person who is sent to
prison to feel that he is an outcast,
or do you want sincerely to sympa-

thize with him and rehabilitate
him ?

Reference has been made to
Mr. Coomaraswamy, ex-Commis-

sioner of Assize. I recall with pleasure
his dictum in a judgment that the
punishment must fit the offender and
not the crime. It is high time we
started thinking on those lines. If
you are going to think of a prisoner
as an outcast, as a person who can-
not be reformed, well, then, you are
not in touch with modern prison
reform. Our attitude towards a
prisoner should be one of reforma-
tion and rehabilitation in order that
he may be brought back to society
and made to play a useful part as a
good citizen. It is wrong to think
that every person who goes to prison
is a criminal.

If you read the Prison Administra-
tion Reports, if you visit the prisons,
if you have frank discussions with
prisoners, you will find that many of
them have come to prison not
because they are criminals but be-
cause they are mentally ill ; and the
latest scientific theory proves that
what is in legal language called
sudden provocation is nothing but a
streak of epilepsy. That is the
modern scientific theory. Therefore,
let us look at the question of the
treatment of the prisoner from the
scientific and the human angles.

I think the solutions to these
problems could be found by a com-
mission which should go into all
aspects of prisons and prisoners.

Before I finish with the question
of prisons and prisoners, I should
like to point out to the Parliamentary
Secretary that most of the trades in
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which prisoners are given a training
in prison do not prove to be useful
when they come back into active
life. There are many kinds of
trades in which they can be trained
which will keep them fully occupied
when they come out of prison,
Training in the beating up of coir
and such things is of no use. Train
them in a trade in which they
would be able to earn a living. That
can be done in the case of long-term
prisoners.

You must find a way out of the
problem where 81 per cent. of the
people who serve prison sentences
have come in for periods less than
six months ; otherwise in this twen-
tieth century we will be committing
a greater crime than the crime for
which the man was sent to jail.

§. . 3.45

Today society looks down upon the
man who has come out of jail. The
employment and the rehabilitation of
the prisoner is a big problem. I
know there are prisoners’ welfare
associations and they are doing a
good job, but how far can they go
when an ex-prisoner is looked down
upon ? I know that in a country
like Ceylon where unemployment is
acute, if preference is given {o ex-
prisoners in the matter of jobs, many
people would go to prison to get
themselves a inb later! That is the
practical difficulty.

Another thing I should like to
point out to the Parliamentary Secre-
tary is the question of the serving
of a summons. Today the person on
whom a summons has to be served
has no proof to offer if the summons
has not been served on him, because
the process server could always
swear an affidavit. This is a big
loophole in our law. I do not want
to make an irresponsible statement
on the Floor of the House, but I
should like to say that it does leave
room for all kinds of “unfair-play ”
and corruption.
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(Qsorre yisssar emei)
(An hon. Member)
It happens.

0D O,

(@1 evibs)

(Mr. Hameed)

That is why I said I do not want
to make an unfair statement. I want
to be on the border of-—what shall
I say—[Interruption]. There is that
danger. This is a big loophole in
the law, and I trust the hon. Parlia-
mentary Secretary will address
himself to this question.

I do not see any reason why we
should have advocates and proctors
in this country.—[Interruption]. I did
not mean what I said. I am sure my
lawyer friends, the legal luminaries,
are a bit excited. What I said was
that the difference between advocates
and proctors must go.

Suznlied x9S
( 5%venio STE@EHD 9ESS Sl )
(The Presiding Member)

I am afraid that is going to be a
long thesis.

582 .

(m@U avbs)

(Mr. Hameed)

No, Sir.—[Interruption]. The hon.
Parliamentary Secretarv to the
Minister of Industries (Mr. Shelton
Jayasinghe) says he does not mind
giving me a little of his time. The
only countries in which this differ-
ence between advocates and proctors
exists are England and Ceylon. I
cannot remember any other country.
In America they call them attorneys.
In India they do not have that
difference. I do not know what the
advocates and proctors will think of
it. T am not holding a brief for
either. I am only saying that this
is a suggestion which should receive
the attention of the hon. Parliamen-
tary Secretary.

Much has been said from the other
side of the House, a lot of advice has
been given, with regard to the
appointment of justices of the peace.
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May I say that during the last Gov-
ernment, a J.P. meant just a “ junior
pandam ”. 1 am sure this Govern-
ment will appoint as justices of the
peace, reaily honourable men who
will maintain the peace.

Finally, let me appeal to the hon.
Parliamentary Secretary to go into
this question of prison reforms and
see that a commission is appointed.
Let us, once and for all, bring our
prisons up to modern standards.

g, on. 3.50

gemznird
(Boein STEGLD YBEESl)
(The Presiding Member)

The hon. Member for Uduppiddi
(Mr. M. Sivasithamparam) will now
take the Chair.

g6&® 8. B. @l @ gesumenn
P Bewxw (CRAUSEDS eWF 09, HIB®m@
860 Pws oz B,

ezt Sne B M. O sulas sEBrisend
By Fasbes, eIy HEESSFUN Bas.
orh. Bafgiound Saisc slvaw sraBelt.

[Whereupon Mgr. T. B. SUBASINGHE left
the Chair, and MR. M. SIVASITHAMPARAM
Member for Uduppiddi, took the Chair.)

0578 Bendsm» .

(Bm. ovrere] Basssger)

(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)

There are one or two observations
which T would like to make in the
course of this discussion. I am glad
the destiny of the House is at present
being presided over by a very capa-
ble advocate, and I am also glad we
have a very erudite Parliamentary
Secretary, a gentleman learned in
the law and a gentleman under
whom many students are growing
up, well looked after and also well
advised. As such, T think that some
of the suggestions made on the Floor
of the House by Members on both
sides of the House will be taken very
seriously by the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary. I hope that discussions
will arise out of these remarks of
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ours, in his own Ministry, and, pro-
bably, some of these vexed questions
will be given due attention in due
course.

I am glad the hon. Second Member
for Akurana (Mr. Hameed) and I
have some common grounds in
dealing with criminals. In
point of fact, I do agree that our
approach to this question of criminals
has not been altogether correct. In
point of fact, I agree that the worst
crimes take place within the four
walls of Welikade, Bogambara and
other prisons. We are turning
prisoners over to part-time mudalalis
who get their quota of ganja, canna-
bis sativa, from outside the prison,
who get their quota of drinks and
who also practise sex behaviour
which looks very abnormal by nor-
mal standards of decency in society.

I am sorry, I am treading on the
corns of hon. Members on this side of
the House. But these types of
offences are taking place, within the
prison walls. A scandalous revelation
it may be, but that is due to the fact
that our approach to the criminal and
the reformation of the criminal has
not been a correct approach. I am glad
I am able to agree with the hon.
Second Member for Akurana on this
matter.

You convict a person who has been
up to normal habits to serve a long-
term imprisonment. He may have
been in the habit of chewing betel,
smoking a cigar or a cigarette
and having an occasional drink, but
suddenly he finds himself without
these things. I am not for a moment
saying that the Welikada Prison
should serve drinks. All that I am
saying is that in the case of a long-
term prisoner you should make his
life normal, but you do not make him
lead a normal life. Why do you not
sive them correct guidance and
advice? And why are you perpe-
trating these inequalities between
prisoners, calling some ‘star class
prisoners’ and giving them certain
advantages over the others. You and
I commit the same crime as they; a
a crime committed by us is just as
heinous a erime as that committed by
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any other person. Because we belong
to a strata of society and probably
serve some professional interests, we
are put into the ‘ star class’ category.
We are given certain benefits after
four o’clock to play football, volley
ball, and also to play indoor games
while the other persons are locked
up and expected to remain there right
- through the night till the next
morning when they start their day
all over again.

The entire approach is wrong.
These are not matters where you
need commissions. These are matters
where by certain administrative regu-
lations framed, probably by the Hon.
Minister and handed to the Com-
missioner of Prisons, all prisoners can
be made to lead a normal life after
four o’clock, where all prisoners can
play games, where they can be given
time and opportunity to exercise
themselves in various branches of
sport, art, literature, music and
various other things. At least some
net result will come out of it.

May I also point out, while on this
question of prison reforms, that in the
last few days there have been very
revealing articles in the columns of
the “ Daily Mirror” ? I am glad the
“ Daily Mirror ” makes a good contri-
bution occasionally in spite of all the
rubbish that they also publish. The
most important contribution during
the last few days has been the letters
written to the press by a prison doctor
who prefers to remain as Dr. * X’ and
also the contributions by Captain
Perera on that black cat which used
to wait till the blood came down the
spinal column to lick it, and it seems
the black cat died unceremoniously
after the last person was hanged. But
now this hanging goes on again.

I am glad this Government granted
an amnesty to a large number of pri-
soners who were in death cells
awaiting the hangman’s call at the
correct hour. All these came after a
number of murder cases. I am not
going to comment on them. But what-
ever is said and done, the first
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approach of this Government to-
wards the question of capital punish-
ment is correct. I must say the pre-
vious Government decided to abolish
capital punishment in this country
and also decided to bring it back
under certain circumstances.

The whole question needs to be re-
viewed by this Government again. Of
course, you should not turn round and
say, “ Why did you not do it ? You are
now calling upon us to do it.” Any-
how, if we have not done it, will you
please do it, is my reply to that ques-
tion.

Just because we did not appoint a
commission, may I say that till such
time as a commission is appointed to
look into this matter, the Hon. Minis-
ter of Justice should necessarily ad-
vise the Governor-General that those
persons who are now to be brought
under the hangman’s noose should be
allowed to continue wunder the
reprieve granted by the Governor-
General in the exercise of his
prerogative of mercy.

Sir, my respectful submission is
that the hangman has to go. But, in
point of fact, some people seem to
take a peevish delight in him. At
discussions I have had with certain
officials in the Ministry of Justice—
I do not want to mention names—it
appeared to me that they take a very
peevish delight, an utterly sadistic
delight, in seeing a fellow hang. Not
you, Sir, I should think that you do
not wish any person to hang. I refer
to certain officials. On occasions I
have heard some of them say so.

I think we must abolish capital
punishment in this country. We
should be able to have a type of
open-air prison camp. We should be
able to put the prisoner in there for
a few years, depending on the
crime, and release him for short
periods so that he could go and re-
main with his family, go back and
see his village. We should be able
to call for reports from the probation
officer in whose charge he will be, in
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regard to his conduct, and see whe-
ther, in the circumstances of his case,

he cannot be fitted back to his normal
life.

I have another matter to raise,
which I think will provoke a little
controversy. The old system of
punishment was an eye for an eye,
a nose for a nose—I do not want to
refer to the other parts of the ana-
tomy ; it is a very difficult matter to
sacrifice certain parts of one’s ana-
tomy. Anyway, that has been the
old concept of the law regarding the
prevention of crime.

May I respectfully submit that this
aspect of the matter is one that has
been irking me. These are days, Sir,
when we may be on occasions called
upon to deliver seditious speeches
against this Government. This Gov-
ernment, I feel, is an organized sedi-
tion. Be that as it may, even though
this Government is an organized
sedition, if we happen to deliver a
speech against it, we would probably
be indicted before an appropriate
court, and we may be convicted.

It is not only we who will be con-
victed. Our wives who are not a
part of the conspiracy—they may be
a part of another conspiracy but not
the conspiracy to overthrow the
State—will be  affected. Our
children who may be a part of a
conspiracy but not a part of any
political conspiracy to overthrow the
State, will be affected.

Then what happens ? If you find
me guilty, my wife and my child will
suffer because you will confiscate all
my property.

I know, this probably may have
some relevance in regard to certain
matters which are sub judice or
matters which are before a court of
appeal. It is not my intention to
focus attention on this matter purely
in the interest of parties convicted or
purely in the interest of certain
parties who are awaiting a final
decision in a matter before a vourt
of appeal. But I say, if anyone on
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your side delivers a seditious speech,
you may try him and convict him ;
but in the name of justice and in the
name of mercy, I tell you, do not try
to confiscate the property that will
devolve on his innocent wife and his
poor, innocent children, because the
wife——

b o0&, @b, Se2idm
(Worrey Cog. . sueui ger)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
You voted for it.

T E HBeaéx»

(8. sv_revefl Sovésrger)
(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)

As a matter of fact, we did vote for
it, but you should not throw it back
at us and say, “ You voted for it”.
We voted for many things in the past
and you voted for many things in the
past. In point of fact, you brought
so many pressures and delivered so
many speeches when we wanted to
live in amity with our Tamil
brethren. They are uncomfortable on
that side. You delivered so many
speeches. You are now retracing your
steps. In point of fact, the Hon. Min-
ister of State is one who feels that
he always carries his guilty consci-
ence. The tar-brush is in his heart.
But, fortunately, he has now
swallowed it down appropriately,
and I hope it will pass out of his ana-
tomy at a convenient moment.

o e8. @l datilm
(Qaserras Cgg. yi. Quer sear)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
You can pick it up!

g 0. 4

T E Bendswy» .

(8. ev_reredl Bossrger)

(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)

I have the suggestion of the hon.
Member for Mulkirigala, * from the
most convenient place” !

These are matters which they
should not try to throw back at us.
My rposition is that we need a
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humane code of punishment. In point
of fact, if a property devolves on the
wife and children after the husband
has been found guilty of an offence
that brings about confiscation of the
property, then we must have a pro
rata basis on which the confiscation
should take place.

If we find that a wife and family
really cannot live except on the pro-
perty that will devolve on them after
the death of the husband or as a re-
sult of the husband remaining in
prison for a time, we should have
some measure by which that wife
and those children can exist. My
plea, Sir, is a plea for mercy in this
matter.

I also would like to bring to your
attention one or two other matters.

ad exvRHSlenm
(Qaerrey ymsgsaur esur)
(An hon. Member)

How about a private Member’s
motion ?

T Bexdxm» S

(B, ev_rerdl Gosssger)

(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)

In point of fact, Sir, when we have
such an intelligent Parliamentary
Secretary why should I sponsor a
private Member’s Motion ? My sug-
gestions are enough to be taken up
by him. We have also a good Minister
of Justice who will take up these
suggestions and implement at least
some of them when they are taken up
for consideration.

Sir, I am also thoroughly alarmed
at the behaviour of our ex-Chief
Justice. All of us, I must say, when
we are judges have certain norms
and standards to follow. In point
of fact, when we leave judicial
office, we have to observe certain
standards so that the country may
be able to say, “ You know this man,
when he was in office he was quite
correct. He was so imvartial. And this
man after leaving office is living up
to the reputation of a Chief Justice
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or a Judge of the Supreme Court. 5
However, I must say, Sir, with great
regret that I find the ex-Chief Justice
distributing cement bags to temples.

@Gatﬁmsﬁﬁb @535
(e STEGLD O EIE S ST )
(The Presiding Member)

Under which Head are you speak-
ing ?

T € Bendsym» S,

(Bm. ovrened Sossrger)
(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)

In point of fact, Sir, I am only
making a passing reference. I will be
getting back to the real subject under
discussion. Whatever it may be, this
is his method of trying to be the
Governor-General too soon. I do not
know how he expects to succeed. He
is not very much in favour with this
Government at present because the
Government has a number of other
favourites in view and could make
its own choice to appoint one of them
as the Governor-General when the
time comes. Whatever may be said
and done, I should like to say this
so that it will be recorded in
Hansarp, that if ever there was a
Chief Justice in this country who
brought disrespect to the very chair
he occupied, it is Mr. Hema Basna-
yake. His name will go down on
record as one of those—the only one—
who brought great shame on the high
office he held as Chief Justice of this
country.

The other matter I would refer to
is about our poor brothers in the pro-
fession.  Accusations have been
levelled at us, members of a wvery
noble profession, Sir—the second
oldest in the world—about the
charging of fees. In point of fact,
there has also been the plea made by
the hon. Member for Akmeemana
(Mr. A. D. S. de Silva) that both
these professions should be amalga-
mated. I think, you will agree with
me—/[Interruption].
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Q@zriCu)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike—Dompe)

Which two professions ? The first
oldest and the second oldest ?

T Bewdwym» S,

(Bm. ovrenredl Sowssrsger)

(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)

A very relevant question has been
asked by the hon. Member for Dompe
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike) as to
which two professions should
be amalgamated. I think, Sir, even
the two oldest professions sometimes
go hand in hand. I find this being
commented on very much in our
chambers when we have our own
private discussions.

Anyhow, my good Friend the hon.

Second Member for Akurana (Mr.
Hameed) wanted the two
branches of our  profession—

advocates and proctors—to be abo-
lished and probably amalgamated.
As an advocate, Sir, you would also
like to see that a little part of the fee
that goes into the proctor’s pocket
gets into your pocket. I do not know
whether the proctors would like this
very much. I find that the hon. Mem-

ber for Beruwala (Mr. Abdul
Bakeer Markar) and the hon. Mem-
ber for Ratnapura (Mr. Atty-

galle) are not very happy with the
suggestion of their own Second Mem-
ber for Akurana about this matter.
I may say, Sir, I had the privilege of
being instructed by my good Friend
the hon. Member for Ratnapura in a
murder case about two weeks back.
In point of fact, if this suggestion
were to be implemented in the future
I could probably appear without his
instructions and collect the fee that
my client otherwise would be
putting into his pocket. However,
this is a matter that should be
given serious consideration. This
is not a matter for a slipshod
decision to be taken bv us. You
will appreciate the difficulty we have
got when you and I, for instance, are
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called upon to appear in two or three
courts in Colombo. The most con-
venient thing for us to do sometimes
will be to have three proctors in the
three places to mark our appearances
till we can cross over to the three
places and then finish the three cases
for the day. Now, that is probably
an advantage we have,

On the other hand, the proctors
who have been qualified to perform
a particular task by virtue of learn-
ing their profession should not be
given slipshod treatment by the
Ministry in the consideration of this
problem.

geumnied @35

(5D STEGL YBESSaT)

(The Presiding Member)

The hon. Member’s time is almost

up.

Oy Bexdwm .

(B evrerdl Bossrger)

(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)

This is the first speech I am deliver-
ing since the beginning of the Budget
Debate and I am glad I am able to
do so under your very nose and
direction.

If I may hold a brief for our poor
assigned counsel, these boys——-th’e.f;e
assigned counsel are called ‘ boys” 1n
our profession—are those who have
just got through the Law College and
do not get a brief. You know how
they go about trying to get an
assignment. And what is this assign-
ment and the purpose of the assign-
ment ? The Ministry of Justice
thinks that an assignment 1s given
to a pauper to begin his work in the
profession. A prisoner who has no
money to pay an advocate, thinks the
assignment is for his defence and foy
his liberty. This is a very paradoxi-
cal situation, Gentlemen. I am fairly
young in this profession, I have got
a long time to go, and I do not think
you will abolish this profession so
soon till I make the money as others
have done. But anyhow I want this
matter to be very carefully
considered.


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

2321
Sesdum onydunl ©mm, 1965-66

Now, you Gentlemen on the other
side and this side both should read
some of the appearances marked in
very serious cases. In the district
court you do not get assignments and
if a person is indicted before a dis-
trict court there is Crown Counsel
to prosecute; a poor undefended
prisoner, if he has no one to retain,
has to defend by himself. He is un-
defended, and very rightly, our Dis-
trict Judges, very good and true
gentlemen, do not want to crowd the
pages of the record ; they do not ask
a single question even to arrive at
the truth on the evidence that has
been led, they only say “I find the
accused guilty ” and ask the accused
“ Have you any questions to ask?”
Have you not seen this travesty of
justice taking place every day before
your eyes ? I think the hon. Parlia-
melritary Secretary knows it very
well.

Also, in certain cases a prisoner is
brought before the Supreme Court
and asked “ Are you retaining a law-
yer ?” How can he retain a law-
yer ? He has no money. Then there
are a few young boys with all the
brushed-up coats and collars, all in
very fine trim, just having the Penal
Code, the Evidence Ordinance, the
Criminal Procedure Code and the
final year notes of the Law College
under the armpit. The question is
asked, “ Would you like to have this
gentleman as your Counsel ?” He
bends down and takes the brief. And
these are the assigned counsel who
are being called upon to defend the
poor prisoners who do not have the
money to defend themselves on
serious capital charges before the
Supreme Court of the Island of
Ceylon.

0é, @x¥RDlTcny

(Qaerres oymssseuir ReuT)

(An hon. Member)

Will you consent to be assigned ?

Y E Bewdwym» Ow.

(8. ov_rerell Sovssrger)

{Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)

In my case assignments never arose
because I had briefs right from the
very beginning of my career. In
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point of fact, I really must submit
that, even in my short career in this
legal profession, 1 am rejecting a
number of briefs because sometimes
they are black and sometimes I can-
not appear for them. They are black.
But even if a dock brief is given to
me under circumstances where I can
appear, where I find a particular
prisoner is just going to plead guilty
on a charge where he can get out, I
sometimes, even to the embarrass-
ment of the magistrates who frown
on me, say “Do not plead guilty e
Excuse me for using the language : I
say, “ You are a fool ” with a L D Bl
in front. I tell that to the prisoner. I
sometimes defend them. You see this
is happening by the hundred in the
magistrates’ courts and also in the
district courts.

In an assignment you are giving to
a prisoner who has not got the money
to retain senior counsel or counsel
with a certain amount of experience
and reputation, it must be the duty
of the Ministry of Justice to see that
he gets a lawyer who probably has
got experience, a certain amount of
years in service, to defend this man
when he has not the money to pay.

I do not think you can speak from
there, as I speak from here, when you
sit there ; but you are aware of the
number of juniors who would have
come to you after an assignment brief
has been given and asked you, “ How
are we going to start on this matter ?”
I had a junior last week coming and
asking me, “ How am I going to start
on this matter ?” I asked him;
“What is your matter ?” He said,
“Black case, he is going to hang,
how am I going to start on the
matter ?” The Ministry of Justice
gives him five guineas on the first
day, three guineas on every
subsequent day. If you find assigned
counsel going from Colombo to Kalu-
tara he is given the same fee ; and if
he goes to Galle, he is given the same
fee. There are a number of assigned
counsel.

I know the case of a Judge of the
Supreme Court who saw an assigned
counsel in Colombo, saw him in
Kandy, and saw him in Galle ; and
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when he saw him in Kandy, he asked
him, “ My dear Mr. So and So, where
do you practise ?” The young coun-
sel was unhappy ; he got only three
guineas to go to Kandy; he had
wrapped up his coat and got into the
morning bus and gone to Kandy. He
told His Lordship, “I am one of
those lawyers who do not practise
if I have no brief and I practise in
every court I have a brief”. He got
his three guineas and went home in
the evening. I know this young boy.
He told me he was thoroughly
embarrassed.

When the Crown decides to assign
counsel to a helpless prisoner who
has to defend himself against a
capital charge, it is necessary that
counsel of some experience and
ability is engaged. In a case where
a lawyer is retained, a young man
who has just passed out may be given
a brief because he can appear with
the senior lawyer and gain the
necessary experience. But it is a
shame to pay three guineas and five
guineas. I think there must be a
revision of the scale of fees where
these young lawyers are concerned.

I next come to the appointment of
justices of the peace. I must say that
whatever commission may sit I am
sure my name and the names of some
of us will never appear in its records ;
so far as the appointment of justices
of peace is concerned, I have
recommended the appointment of a
person because his appointment was
recommended by others. During
my career as a Member of Parlia-
ment—it is a short career ; some may
say it is an illustrious career—I have
not recommended every person who
wanted to be appointed a justice of
the peace. I agree with the hon.
Member for Akmeemana on one
matter, but I disagree with him on
another. If a rickshaw-puller is
going to make a good justice of the
peace, let him be appointed as one.
That is the approach towards
socialism. Yet, the hon. Member for
Akmeemana, who represents common
people, does not want a common man
appointed as a justice of the peace,
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With all the socialism that your
Government has, and with all the
great socialist leaders whom you have
taken over from us, I think you must
be told that socialism must begin in
such a way that any man has the
right to be a justice of the peace.

I am not trying to find fault with
this Government for its past mis-
takes when gate mudaliyars and gate
muhandirams were appointed. What
were the considerations for appoint-
ment in the past? It was we who
gave up all those shibboleths. One
cannot but appreciate the gesture of
a Canadian member of parliament
who gave up the O.B.E. merely be-
cause the Beatles were given the
O.B.E. You also made those mistakes
in the past. You gave office as gate
muhandirams to all the basnayakes,
men who lived on the blood and
sweat of other people. So, let us not
try to find mistakes in this matter.

g. o, 4.15

As regards the appointment of
members of peace councils, I should
like to tell the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary that men of the right cali-
bre must be appointed, because from
the time they assume office they
exercise judicial functions. I am not
trying to blame previous govern-
ments. I am not asking you to do
great things. I am only trying to tell
you, as a lawyer and a Member of
Parliament, that in making appoint-
ments you have to take -certain
important factors into consideration.
For example, you have to consider
whether the person is a land owner in
the area ; whether he has been invol-
ved in local litigation; whether he
is getting on well with his neigh-
bours ; what are his political preju-
dices ; whether he is affiliated to any
political party. In point of fact, I am
amazed at some of the appointments
we made in our time. I find bailsmen
appointed, men who have been re-
manded appointed, men who liticated
with neighbours appointed ; people
who know the facts of a fowl theft
in an area have been appointed. These
appointments have to be made irres-
pective of political bias if these peace
courncilsare to function properly.
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There is another matter which has
been brought to the notice of the hon.
Parliamentary Secretary by the hon.
Member for Mulkirigala (Mr. George
Rajapaksa). There was an amend-
ment to Section 122 of the Criminal
Procedure Code. Under that amend-
ment you are permitted to get the
first complaint and also the state-
ments made by injured persons and
aggrieved parties. All lawyers, whe-
ther on this or that side of the House,
are united in this matter, because we
are united in our professional mat-
ters, irrespective of politics. This is
a matter that must be brought to the
notice of the House. The hon. Parlia-
mentary Secretary to the Minister of
Justice, you, Sir, and all the other
lawyers will realize how we can
arrive at the truth if the information
book extracts and statements made
by witnesses are made available to
the defence.

In my experience, due to the graci-
ousness of one of Their Lordships, in
one of the very serious murder cases,
I had only to put two questions when
His Lordship ran over the I. B. ex-
tracts and asked me, “ Are you per-
sisting in this question”? When 1
said “ Yes”, he said, “I would like
Crown Counsel to give you the I. B.
extract in this matter.” Crown
Counsel was reluctant to give the
I. B. extract. In point of fact, His
Lordship the presiding Judge sent
me his I. B. extract and I found the
whole case rested on the evidence of
two persons, the evidence of one of
whom was very important. That wit-
ness said, “I had known this man for
two months and I had known him to
be one Ismail. When I made my first
statement I said I have known him
as Ismail; he is a Muslim and this is
his complexion.” In the first state-
ment he made to the police he had
said, “I had known this man. He was
a dark man. I think he may be a
Tamil or a Muslim.” And that was
sufficient for the accused to be
acquitted of the charge and go away
a free man. If not for that, one or two
innocent people would have been
found guilty of a capital offence.
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If you want to get at the truth, the
I. B. extracts should be made avail-
able to the defence. The hon. _Parha-
mentary Secretary should advise the
Hon. Minister that Section 122 should
be further amended so that, after an
indictment has been served on the
accused, defence counsel or the
accused may be in a position to call
for the statements of all the prosecu-
tion witnesses, or the witnesses the
prosecution is calling in the lower
court. That is the only way in which
one can get at the truth. I am sure
that these suggestions of ours will
not fall on deaf ears. The hon. Parlia-
mentary Secretary has a very good
ear. In point of fact, he has a very
good brain. I hope my suggestion will
be conveyed to the Hon. Minister. He
is one of those who can always start
on a note of goodwill and wind up
on a note of goodwill. I hope that all
those matters will be taken into con-
sideration. When lawyers like you,
Sir, the Parliamentary Secretary to
the Minister of Justice, the hon.
Members for Ratnapura, Beruwala
and Nintavur, the hon. Member for
Kankesanturai who is a senior
Queen’s Counsel, and, of course, the
hon. Member for Dompe are in search
of the truth, let these statements be
made available to them so that they
may get at the truth.

GEEMEY 0® @i,

(8. ybrgdlmsib)

(Mr. Amirthalirgam)

Mr. Chairman, after the wvoluble
and voluminous dissertation by the
hon. Member for Kotte (Mr. Stanley
Tillekeratne) on various parts
of the anatomy, it is rather
difficult for me to bring the House
back to what we had been debating
earlier. However, I think the last
point he made with regard to the
statements of witnesses being made
available to defence counsel is a good
one on which I can start my speech.
In the last Parliament the law was
amended to enable accused persons
to have access to statements made
by a complainant, that is, the injured
person. The statements of witnesses
were not issued to defence lawyers.
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Even the issue of statements of com-
plainants was restricted to what were
deemed cognizable offences. In res-
pect of certain typees of offences, like
mischief and other charges which are
not cognizable, the statements made
by injured parties were not made
available to the defence. I think that
in the interests of justice not only
statements of complainants or injur-
ed parties in all the cases but also the
statements of witnesses should be
made available to the defence. But
there is one snag in the whole matter.
The manner in which statements are
recorded today is thoroughly unsatis-
factory.

I know a case in which a witness
had made his statement in Tamil. It
was recorded in English by a police
constable whose knowledge of
Engl.sh and Tamil was so poor that
he could not give his evidence in
English or in Tamil ; he knew only
Sinhalese. What reliance can be
placed on statements of this type is
also a matter which you will have to
consider. After all, these matters
have to be looked at not merely
from the point of view of the defence
and the accused but also from that
of the injured party, and the
interests of justice have to be served.

I am, therefore, glad that the Hon.
Prime Minister gave us an assurance
in the course of the Debate on the
Police Vote that he will see to it that
statements are recorded in the
language in which they are made by
persons who have a competent
knowledge of that language. Once
that is done I think the ends of
justice will be adequately met.

If statements of witnesses are
made available to the defence there
can be no miscarriage of justice un-
less some lawyer appearing for the
prosecution or some police officer is
trying to shape or suppress or in-
troduce other evidence which never
transpired in the course of the
statements made to the police. I
think the hon. Parliamentary Secre-
tary might consider that matter and
introduce necessary legislation to
cover that point,
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The hon. Second Member for
Akurana (Mr. Hameed) referred to
the unsatisfactory manner in which
summons are served, particularly in
criminal cases, on accused persons.
In fact, only last Monday I was in
the Magistrate’s Court at Mullaitivu.
A certain person from Colombo
appeared in the court having been
arrested on a warrant. The man said
that he never received summons.
The magistrate told him that there
was an affidavit of the constable to
prove that summons was served on
him. This man was a respectable
businessman of Colombo. His lorry
had plied somewhere in Mullaitivu
without a revenue licence and for
that offence he was arrested and
produced in court on the affidavit of
a constable. I do not know. I do not
want to pass judgment as fo
whether the constable or this busi-
nessman was speaking the truth. But
I think there should be some proce-
dure by which there would be an
acknowledgement of the receipt of
summons by the person on whom it
is served.

In fact, I have seen this practice
in some of the courts. The constable
or the process server swears an
affidavit and makes a return to court
that summons has been served. The
man does not turn up on the
appointed date, a warrant is then
issued and the man appears in court
or is arrested and produced. Then
what happens ? The man is enlarged
on very heavy bail. In the case I
referred to, that particular person
from Colombo was ordered bail in
Rs. 1,500—certified bail. From where
is a man who has suddenly been
taken to courts to find that certified
bail of Rs. 1,500 ? He will hav:e to
seek the assistance of a professional
bailsman paying him about 10 per
cent, that is, Rs. 150 for the Rs. 1,500,
and incur a lot of inconvenience. If
he fails to give the necessary bail he
may have to be on remand till t}’le
next date of trial. I have seen quite
a number of people who have been
kept on remand in similar cases. I
think it , was Mr. Justice Gratiaen,
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one of the judges who sat on the
Supreme Court of this country, who
gave proper directions to the magis-
trates with regard to the purpose of
taking bail. I have seen with my own
eyes accused persons in certain
cases, merely because they do not
oblige court by pleading guilty, being
ordered very heavy bail. The offences
are of a technical nature such as
motor offences, where, for example,
a man may have driven a car with-
out a revenue licence or a certificate
of competence, and things of that

type.

After all, we are not seeking to
interfere with the administration of
justice, This is a matter which, I
think, falls within the purview of the
legislature and the Ministry of
Justice. I think, it is high time that
some of the magistrates who seek
short cuts to proceedings by trying
to wvirtually blackmail an accused
person into pleading guilty are told
where they stand. If a man pleads
not guilty, he should be allowed to
go if he had appeared on summons
without any bail being given. These
are matters which the hon. Parlia-
mentary Secretary should take note
of.

smm, 1965-66

The Criminal Courts Commission
over which Mr. Justice Gratiaen
presided some years ago made some
very sound recommendations for the
reform of criminal procedure in this
country. In fact, those who are
practitioners in the magistrates’
courts will know that there is no
other place where so many man
hours of labour are wasted as in
those courts. The magistrates fix a
large number of cases for trial and
keep the people waiting till the end
of the day. Some magistrates would
like to have audiences for the rather
bombastic utterances that they make
from the bench. So they keep all the
litigants and lawyers waiting till
430 pm. So that what happens is
that the whole day is wasted for
hundreds of people who go before
these courts. I think, we should
adopt some procedure by means of
which only that number of cases
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which could be disposed of in a day
are fixed for trial. Or if there
is no likelihood of a case being
reached, the magistrate should have
the good sense or the commonsense
to have it postponed so that the liti-
gants and the lawyers could go back
and attend to their work. I think,
this is one of the recommendations
of the Criminal Courts Commission
about which everybody seems fto
have forgotten. It is high time that
the reports of Mr. Justice Gratiaen
who presided over the Criminal
Courts Commission are taken down
from the shelves and implemented
after due consideration.

g. on. 4.30

Now I do not want to speak at
length on these various matters.
A number of Members have already
spoken about prisons and prison re-
forms. I had the good fortune or the
misfortune of serving a jail term of
two weeks in the Jaffna prison. It
was not for any misdeed of mine
but for certain political activities
which I felt I was quite correctly
indulging in. There I had occasion to
come into contact with prisoners and
meet them in their own cells. In
fact, I had the unenviable distinction
of occupying a cell in the Jaffna
prison next to that of the famous
criminal, Yakadaya. They chose to
put me in a cell adjoining his rather
than in the common hall with the
other prisoners because I was a
political prisoner, and it was 1958,
and certain prisoners convicted in
some of the communal riots cases
were also there. So they thought it
best to keep me in one of the cells
there.

I endorse all that the hon. Second
Member for Akurana (Mr. Hameed)
said with regard to most of these
prisoners. They are very humane,
very good men. But, of course,
they have had some lapse for
which they are imprisoned.
Quite a number of them are in prison
because they could not pay a fine or
maintain their wives and children.
They are all kept together in the



http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

2331
Buldm eng@un’ wmm, 1965-66
[¢8B3mEsT @® @wn.]

same prison. I think, it is a very un-
satisfactory state of affairs to keep
within the same walls persons who
have been convicted of the most
heinous offences and also those con-
victed of a motor offence or an excise
offence for which they could not pay
the fine. A person who is not able to
pay maintenance ordered for his
wife and children is also sent to the
same jail. I think some reform is
called for in this respect.

Some magistrates even here try to
circumvent the law. In the very first
instance they impose a default sen-
tence so that the matter may not
come under the Payment of Fines
Ordinance. This is done to avoid the
procedure of holding a means inquiry
and in order to send the man to jail.
As soon as a fine is imposed, they
also impose a default sentence so
that, if the fine is not paid, the man is
taken to prison. I think this is a
very unsatisfactory state of affairs.
This position should be rectified.

Now, I would like to speak a few
words on behalf of the poor guards
and the other minor staff who work
in prisons, because I personally know
the conditions under which they
work. I am glad that reference was
made on the Floor of this House to
the trying conditions under which
the constables work and the poor
salaries they receive. The Hon. Prime
Minister promised to set up a police
commission to go into those matters.
I think that in the same way the
question of conditions of work and
salaries of the prison guards should
also be looked into. They are doing
arduous work, and I strongly feel
that their conditions of work should
be improved.

I now come to another matter
which is more controversial than all
the other subjects on which I have
been speaking hitherto. The hon.
Member for Walapane (Mr. T. B. M.
Herath) waxed eloquent on the
necessity for litigants to understand
proceedings in courts of law. 1
entirely agree with him. It is nothing
but right that parties to legal
proceedings should understamndd what
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is happening in the courts of law, but
I would only tell him one thing.
What is sauce for the goose is sauce
for the gander. Therefore, if he thinks
that the Sinhalese-speaking litigants
should be able to understand the
proceedings in courts of law, well, he
cannot blame us if we say that
the Tamil-speaking litigants should
also be able to understand what is
happening in courts of law. Why is
he out to deny to the Tamil-speaking
litigants the right that he is seeking
for the Sinhalese-speaking litigants ?
We are not seeking to deny the
Sinhalese-speaking litigants the right
to have their cases heard in their
own language so that they may fol-
low them. Let them also extend the
same charity, the same right, to the
Tamil-speaking litigants in this
country.

In fact, I know that quite a large
number of Members of the last Gov-
ernment were anxious that the Lan-
guage of the Courts Act that was
debated at that time should be
amended so as to make Tamil the
language of the courts in the Eastern
and Northern Provinces; but we
know that there were one or two
villains who were out to make use of
this communal cry in order to over-
come the revolts within their own
fold. We know of the conspiracy in
the Chinese cafe, which the former
Speaker of this House, Mr. Hugh
Fernando, exposed on the Floor of
this House during the Debate on the
Language of the Courts Act. I hope
Sir, that at least now sanity will pre-
vail and that everybody will accept
the position that in as much as the
Sinhalese-speaking  litigants _ are
entitled to have the proceedings
conducted in the language which they
understand, the Tamil-speaking liti-
gants are also entitled to have the
proceedings in the language which
hey understand.

The hon. Member for Walapane
also spoke on the question of
implementing the Language of the
Courts Act in the Northern, South-
ern, Eastern and Western Provinces.
I also heard him speak of preserip-
tiensibeing written out in the officia
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language. I wish that the next time
he enters a hospital for any ailment,
whoever the doctor may be, he would
write out a prescription in the
language that the hon. Member wants
so that we may be rid of this prob-
lem as far as this House is concerned.
We know how difficult it is to under-
stand prescriptions. Even when it is
written in English it is very difficult
for apothecaries to decipher what
the doctor has written. If it is writ-
ten in the official language it will
either be an official prescription or a
hangman’s prescription. The hon.
Member for Walapane is welcome to
have that prescription if he wants it.

I wish to say one thing. The langu-
age law of this country is not one
statute. The late Mr. S. W. R. D.
Bandaranaike introduced two pieces
of legislation with regard to the
official language of this country ; one
was the Sinhala only Act and the
other was the Tamil Language
(Special Provisions) Act. This
Government, as announced in the
Throne Speech and as the hon.
Parliamentary Secretary made clear
in answer to a Question, will imple-
ment both the language laws of this
country. Therefore, speaking of the
north, south, east and west will not
take the hon. Member for Walapane
anywhere.

Under the laws of this land, under
the Tamil Language (Special Provi-
sions) Aect, a Tamil-speaking person
is entitled to correspond and receive
replies in his own language. Tamil is
entitled to be the language of ad-
ministration in the Northern and
Eastern Provinces. Local bodies in
the Northern and Eastern Provinces
are entitled to transact their busi-
ness and correspond in Tamil. This
is not a law passed by this Govern-
ment but a law passed by the
Government of the late Mr. S. W. R.
D. Bandaranaike. The crime that
was committed by the Sirima
Bandaranaike Government—and we
know who were responsible for it—
is that they did not implement the
Tamil Language (Special Provi-
sions) Act. They treated that as a
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dead letter. If that had been imple-
mented all this talk of north, south,
east and west would not have
served any purpose.

One cannot blame the hon.
Member for Walapane. He cannot
understand that. But I am sure the
hon. Member for Dompe (Mr. F. R.
Dias Bandaranaike) understands,
though he was mnot in this
House, though he was not in that
party and though he was opposed at
that time to the policies and princi-
ples of the late Prime Minister
S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike—

ofef, and. Resed AL NEZNWWD S,
(Blm. el yi. LWew L. rIpriiss)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)
Rubbish !

aBEHEY a® S,

(8. obigadmsid)

(Mr. Amirthalingam)

You cannot deny that you were not
in this House ; you cannot deny that
vou were not in that party ; you can-
not deny that you were in a court of
law when the late Mr. S. W. R. D.
Bandaranaike was shot and you
were happy and jubilant when you
got the news—

&fef. ad. Rwed DL NN e,
(8@ oTli. 2yf. L6 LIGHLTTpTiéEs)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)
Rubbish !

eBEDHET 0® @,

(8. ofigolmsid)

(Mr. Amirthalingam)

There is unimpeachable evidence
on that point.

afel. @l Rwed ST SBNWGD Scs.
(8w eril. oy, Lwew LT IrTpriiGs)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)
Absolutely not !

G@INEY 0@ @,

(8w ol gllmaih)

(Mr. Amirthalingam)

Therefore the language policy of
this Government will ke that Tamil
will be given its due place and will
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be the language of the Northern and
Eastern Provinces. A Tamil-speaking
man will be able to transact business
with the Government in his own
language and local bodies in the
Northern and Eastern Provinces will
have the right to transact business
and correspond in their language.
These are things that are laid down
by the Tamil Language (Special
Provisions) Act.

The hon. Member for Dompe tried
to make out the other day on the
loor of this House that for a time,
for a few years, we may perhaps
allow it. May 1 ask him, where is
the time limit in the Tamil Language
(Special Provisions) Act? Where
did the late Prime Minister lay down
any time limit? So long as the
Tamil-speaking people live in this
country,—unless one means to liqui-
date all of us—so long as the Tamil
language is spoken by any section of
the people of this country, they have
the inalienable and fundamental
human right to have their language
recognized ; and that is what the late
Prime Minister intended when he
introduced the Tamil Language
(Special Provisions) Act.

The hon. Member for Dompe also
spoke of our studying Sinhala.
Memories are rather short in this
country, but I am sure, Mr. Chair-
man, you are aware of the fact that
up to 1956, when an attempt was
made to force Sinhala down the
throats of the Tamil-speaking people,
the Tamils were voluntarily studying
Sinhala in their schools. In my own
electorate, Vaddukkoddai, in Jaffna
College, the former Member for
Horana—who was then Rev. Sagara
but later became Mr. Sagara Palan-
suriya and became a Member of this
House—was teaching Sinhala in my
own area.

Our peopie were prepared to study
Sinhala as a brother’s language, but
when an attempt was made to com-
pel us to study Sinhala as a master’s
language we certainly refused to do
that. If this problem ispgplwedy inoa
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spirit of justice, in a spirit of equity,
the Tamil-speaking people " will
certainly reconsider their decision,
the decision that they took in 1956
because of the criminal policy that
was pursued with regard to language,
a policy of cultural genocide against
the Tamil-speaking people that was
pursued after 1956. That is my
answer to the hon, Member for
Dompe.

g. on. 445

If the Tamil Language (Special
Provisions) Act is implemented, if
the right of a person educated in the
medium of Tamil to correspoud in
Tamil with a Government depart-
ment is recognized, it will definitely
become necessary for public servants
to have a knowledge of Tamil. That
is why the U. N. P., in their annual
sessions at Kalutara, passed a resolu-
tion that, as far as the Public Service
is concerned, there has to be a
reciprocal study of languages This
is not something new. This is not a
secret pact. The Kalutara sessions of
the U. N. P. adopted a resolution that
public servants should study Sinhala
and Tamil on a reciprocal basis. The
Sinhalese and Tamils who are in the
transferable service will definitely
have to acquire a working knowledge
of ecach other’s language. If that
happens, if that is recognized, the
Tamil-speaking people and Tamil
public servants will certainly not
have any difficulties in studying, will
certainly not have any objections to
studying Sinhala.

After all, the Tamils and the
Sinhalese have to live in this country
for thousands of years. The Tamils
have lived here for thousands of
years. Bandaranaikes may come
and Bandaranaikes may go, but the
Sinhalese and the Tamils in this
country will live together for genera-
tions yet to come as brothers, as
friends and as equals. The hon. Mem-
ber for Dompe (Mr. F. R. Dias
Bandaranaike) and others of the type
of the hon. Member for Walapane
(Mr. T. B. M. Herath)—I have
nothing but pity for him—do not
undenstand these broad things; they
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do net understand these larger
things. Like the proverbial frog in
the well, they think that Lanka is a
continent in which they are the
master rulers over a subject race.
That is their petty idea.

BHD,

You cannot blame the hon. Member
for Walapane for thinking in that
way, but I am sure that hon. Members
of the calibre of the hon. Member
for Dompe will realize that if there
is to be progress in this land of ours,
we should find a solution to the com-
munal problem, to this canker that
has been eating into the body politic
of this country for the last nine years.

That is all I have got to say, Mr.
Chairman, and I thank you for your
indulgence.

ofel, @d. Vwd ALEHMIBNWW Do,

(B@s. eril. oyi. L LGy LIGHTL TTBTIISS)

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Mr. Chairman, it always gives me
great pleasure to follow upon my
good Friend and Colleague, the hon.
Member for Vaddukkoddai, especially
when he speaks on the language
problem.

I should like to take the
opportunity in short form to deal
with some of the other matters per-
taining to the Votes of the Ministry
of Justice, and after that I should
like to come back to the very interest-
ing and learned speech of my good
Friend and Colleague, the hon. Mem-
ber for Vaddukkoddai, about the
language problem itself.

There are one or two suggestions
that I have to make for the con-
sideration of the Parliamentary
Secretary who I am sorry has left
the House, but he will come back. In
any case what I say will be in
Hansarp for him to read later on.

First of all, on the practical solu-
tions to some of the problems we
have in the law courts, I agree with
most of the things that have been
said by hon. Members on both sides

1965 e o 80E 9

2338

—ndD Bend

of the House in regard to the need
for some kind of reform in the law

courts.

We are maintaining laws many of
which have come down from colonial
times, many of which are completely
out of date and many of which re-
quire changes to conform fto the
existing conditions in this country.
And from that point of view I would
like to urge not merely the many
matters of detail raised by several
hon. Members but matters affecting
much more fundamental principles.

It seems to have been assumed
almost from 1947 when this country
assumed independence that the
functions of a Minister of Justice are
somewhat restricted. Most Minis-
ters of Justice have concerned them-
selves with the construction of court
buildings, the provision of staff to
courts, the pardoning of offenders
convicted of capital erimes and the
appointment of justices of the peace
and coroners. Once you have said
that, you have covered practically the
entire sum and substance of the
functions of the Minister of Justice.

I believe, in regard to buildings for
courts, the first Minister of Justice
we had in this country ran into a
spot of trouble when he tried to shift
the courts of law from Hultsdorp to
Bambalapitiya, and I think ultimate-

ly the will of the profession
triumphed, much to his discom-
fiture.

But apart from those little things—
and I consider all those very small
matters really—there are many more
fundamental functions for a Minister
of Justice to perform. I should have
thought the most important function
is the question of keeping our
statute laws under confinuous re-
view and considering to what extent
the statute laws are capable of being
changed not merely in procedures but
even in substance for the benefit of
litigants and the people of this
country as a whole.

I am sorry to say—and this is true
not only of the United National
Parity Government of the past but of
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our Governments also—that the cor-
rect degree of care and attention to
the need for law reform has never
been paid by Ministers of Justice.

There is not sufficient staff in the
Ministry to undertake it. There is a
wealth of talent available among
advocates and proctors, legal prac-
tioners, to assist the Ministry in this
regard. But although very pious
hopes are entertained, although com-
mittees of lawyers are appointed
from time to time to go into thesz
matters, I am sorry to say the results
have been very meagre, and we have
still got substantially the same old
body of law as we had before and we
are still trying to administer them.

In regard to procedures, the pro-
blems are even more acute. We had
a Civil Courts Commission presided
over once upon a time by Mr. Justice
Nagalingam in the late 40’s and early
50’s, and a Criminal Courts Commis-
sion—the Gratiaen Report—referred
to by the hon. Member for Vaddu-
kkoddai.

All these things are there, but
substantially what is happening in
our courts ? The judges are spending
approximately half their time, some-
times even more than half their
time, on the performance of routine
functions which are totally uncon-
nected with the administration of
justice—I refer to things like the
motion roll in the district court, the
routine function of checking up whe-
ther individual steps had been pro-
perly taken by proctors concerned
with the conduct of their clients’
cases. It is hardly necessary for each
such step to be reported to a judge
in open court for him to initial the
record one by one with the mudali-
yar calling out the names, so that,
the numbers of cases and the names
of litigants are identified.

All this, to my mind, seems to be a
complete waste of time. The Civil
Courts Commission thousght so too.
But what Mr. Justice Nagalingam
suggested was a modification’ of “the
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Civil Procedure Code and the substi-
tution therefor of a new set of rules
and orders corresponding to English
practice by which a Master in Cham-
bers would be able to undertake
those functions. While that may be
a procedure which seems to make
sense in England, I am myself not a
hundred per cent. sure after reading
the Civil Courts Commission Report
as to whether the true solution lies
there. Even if you spread the funec-
tion out and ask another gentleman
——call him a Master in Chambers if
you like—to do this work, instead of
asking the district judge to spend his
time on it, it seems to me that you
will really not be serving much.

It seems to me that those rules
were formulated at a time when our
proctors, perhaps, did not have a very
good training, and their actions had
to be supervised by judges, those days
civil service judges, in the courts. I
think, today, we have reached the
stage when we can be proud of our
legal profession. I think, our proctors
have reached a standard where they
are perfectly well able to undertake
the preparatory stages of a case with
a full sense of responsibility without
requiring moment to moment
supervision by district judges.

In the criminal courts too, the
situation is much the same. A very
large part of the time of our judges
is taken up inquiring into very trifl-
ing offences, recording pleas, a pro-
cess which is commonly called the
calling of cases. We have this day by
day. Would it not be a practical thing,
for instance, if I may commend it to
the hon. Parliamentary Secretary for
his consideration, if traffic offences
could be dealt with in a different
manner, so that, if an accused desires
to plead guilty, without putting him
into the trouble of coming to court,
retaining lawyers, pleading guilty and
paying the fine, some procedure could
be evolved by which it would be pos-
sible for him to go up to some senior
police officer, accept the fact of guilt,
admit the offence, and pay the fine ?

I dare say that it may not be a very
good thing to leave it to the discre-
tion of 'the constables on the streets


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

2341
8uddm emPuny wmm, 1965-66

to impose a fine, because, there is the
danger that they may not only collect
the fines, but—[Interruption]. That
is true. The Automobile Association
can pay the fine if you happen to be
a member of that association. But my
knowledge of what goes on in the
outstation courts is that the large
majority of litigants who come up in
the outstation courts are either for
not carrying their revenue licences
or their driving licences, or not hav-
ing their tail lights in order. Those
people are not, all of them, members
of the Automobile Association. And
I do not think the Automobile Asso-
ciation is really of much help e:ther,
because, very often the cases which
come up from the Automobile Asso-
ciation are cases where the accused
desires to contest the case. I have no
objection at all if the accused desires
to contest the case. He should have
that opportunity. That is perfectly
correct. But I am talking of the large
volume of cases where there is no
wish to contest the case, where the
accused accepts the guilt and is
perfectly ready and willing to pay
the fine.

It seems to me that even in excise
offences, the same standard could be
adopted. There is no reason why it
should not be open to an accused
person to go before the Excise Com-
missioner, accept his responsibility
for the offence with which he is
charged and pay the fine, to be deter-
mined by some senior officer in the
Excise Department, and rid the law
courts of this totally unnecessary
volume of work.

Under the records that a magis-
trate is required to keep, he has got
to fill up in each one of these cases
the fine he has imposed, the collec-
tions made, and maintain returns in
all sorts of complicated forms. All
this tfakes time, and it seems to me
that by the time a magistrate has sat
in court from about 9.30 a.m. to about
1 o’clock dealing with calling of
cases, you find that the actual time
left for conducting the trials is ex-
tremely limited ; and in regard to the
actual cases contested wery. often
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what happens is, the magistrates in
their anxiety to show that they have
covered a large volume of work, re-
cord the evidence of one witness In
each of about ten cases and postpone
the whole lot for another date. By
this process we do not really achieve
justice. The magistrate, when he
comes to write his judgement cannot
help it if evidence recorded several
months earlier is not as fresh in his
mind as it ought to be. In the net
result, one does feel that perhaps a
complete change of procedures could
be achieved and is something worth
while thinking about, particularly
when the Hon. Minister of Justice is
well known as a practitioner in our
courts, and the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary is one whose knowledge of
the law is very deep indeed. It seems
to us that these are matters which
could be conveniently gone into not-
withstanding any errors of omission
or commission on the part of former
Governments.

I should like to draw the attention
of the hon. Parliamentary Secretary
to the fact that our laws are so
archaic that it is impossible for a liti-
gant if he embarks on litigation to
know what is likely to happen ulti-
mately. It is also impossible for a
lawyer to predict with certainty
what the outcome of a case is going
to be. It is not because the lawyer
himself is incompetent. Very often,
the most competent and the most
senior of lawyers are not in a posi-
tion to predict with any degree of
certainty how the law stands on a
given question.

Our land laws are so full of doubt
and entanglements that it is difficult
for a lawyer to advise a client to buy
a piece of land. He could never be
certain whether he is going to buy a
litigation instead ! All these problems
can be solved. There are solutions for
them. It might require, for example,
the resuscitation of ancient laws pro-
posed and passed by the Legislature
of Ceylon in colonial times. I refer to
the registration of titles of land. That
is-one-thing that might be considered.
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Another thing that might be con-
gidered is the codification at least, if
not anything else, of the ancient
principles of Roman Dutch Law
which still remain in vogue. It seems
to us that sometimes technicalities of
the law are permitted to cloud the
ultimate interests of justice, and a
narrow view may be taken of a case,
when in fact it might be much better
if a broad view could be taken in the
interests of ultimate justice. These
are all matters on which, I respect-
fully submit, there is ample scope for
the Justice Minister and his Parlia-
mentary Secretary to spend their
time fruitfully, not worrying about
coroners, justices of the peace, par-
dons in some cases, and so on and SO0
forth. These are matters in regard
to which their talents could really be
utilized to the best advantage of the
nation.

In regard to criminal procedure,
particularly non-summary  cases,
much has been said about assigned
counsel and their problems, the
manner in which murder cases are
dealt with, conditions in the prisons
and so on. I would like to add my
contribution on this subject just on
one point. You are well aware that
a large number of cases before the
assize courts, cases in which charges
of murder are taken up for trial, very
often end up with a plea of culpable
homicide, or a plea of grievous hurt,
or some such plea, as a result of
which the court does not ultimately
have to proceed to trial. It often
happens like that. You are aware of
it and we all know that judges take
the circumstances into account and
impose suitable sentences.

Now, it seems to me that if in any
such case there was some procedure
by which the accused could intimate
to the Attorney-General, who is the
indicting authority, or his counsei
could intimate to the Attorney-
General, that it is his desire to plead,
it might very well be considered,
much earlier and before the case
reaches the Supreme Court, whether
the case is one in which the Crown
could accept a plea or not!“Ofcourse;
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the Crown may say that although the
accused is anxious to plead, they are
not accepting that plea. That can
very well happen. But at least the
opportunity should be created by
which an accused person could inform
the authorities that he would like
to plead. The Attorney-General
could then consider whether he is
going to accept the plea. And all
these cases could then perhaps very
conveniently be listed before the
Supreme Court for disposal without
having to mix them up with a whole
lot of trials, without the accused
having to retain counsel and to go
to outstations time and time again
while the case is being postponed and
not taken up.

ok O8. 8. 98, Ludlm (ow9as
7o)

(Qserres erib. (o, 6T&F. QUGN FOT—&HET
STT 9eNIDFEFN)

(The Hon. M. D. H. Jayawardena—
Minister of Health)

Crown Counsel will want notice in
that case.

g . 5
afS., @8, el AT;MIzNGD .
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(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

That is what I am saying. It would
be much better if it could be
indicated to the Attorney-General’s
Department who are the indicting
authority and who have the power
to accept or reject the plea. I am not
saying that the Attorney-General
must accept the plea ; he should have
the power to reject it. What I am
suggesting is a short cut in procedure,
a procedure which will certainly
save a great deal of expenditure
before the Supreme Court and on the
summoning of witnesses. It would
prevent the Supreme Court having to
waste a great deal of time and money
keeping that case on the calendar.
Therefore I do urge that. I have not
the slightest doubt that lawyers will
make representations in suitable
cases. I think they have got sufficient
responsibility to be able to distin-
dguishlyetween a case which is indeed
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a capital case and one which is not
a capital ‘case. And so I would put
this matter before the hon. Parlia-
mentary Secretary for his serious
consideration.

Equally, Sir, there are many mat-
ters in regard to which procedures in
the courts have become complicated
quite unnecessarily. I think the
Government Analyst’s Department
comes under the purview of the
Minister of Justice. I, therefore,
would like to raise this question
under his Votes.

The point I wish to make here is
very simple. In non-summary cases
particularly, when productions are
sent to the Government Analyst, the
non-summary proceedings cannot be
concluded sometimes for as long as
six months or nine months, merely
because the reports from the appro-
priate authorities, from the Govern-
ment Analyst or the Examiner of
Questioned Documents, are not forth-
coming. It does seem that this is a
matter where additional staff is re-
quired to man an important depart-
ment such as this and the Govern-
ment should not be niggardly but
should take appropriate action to
ensure that the functioning of the
courts of law is not held up by
procedures such as this.

We have tried, during the period
of the last Government, to undo some
of these hardships. As hon. Mem-
bers were reminded a little time ago,
the law reform by which first com-
plaints and the statements of injured
parties were made available to de-
fence counsel was brought about by
the S. L. F. P. Government between
1960 and 1964. The amendment to
the Excise Ordinance under which a
report of the Government Analyst
could be produced without the
Government Analyst himself being
called into the witness box, was a
reform introduced by the S. L. F. P.
- There have been many such re-
forms—minor things, I grant. But
there is plenty of scope for you to
cons:der seriously ways and means
by which litigants may be saved
harassment in this regard.
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Mr. Chairman, those are the few
small suggestions I wish to make in
regard to the administration of
justice proper. But I cannot let this
opportunity pass without dealing
with the speech made by my good
Friend the hon. Member for Vadduk-
koddai (Mr. Amirthalingam) in
regard to the Official Language
Department and its Votes.

The hon. Member started and
ended his speech with an appeal for
a solution of the language problem,
as he called it. He is quite right.
The language problem must be
solved. But we in the Sri Lanka
Freedom Party believed up to now
that they had already solved it. We
believed that by signing a document
between your leaders and the leaders
of the United National Party the
language problem had been
satisfactorily solved.

We had speeches from various
members of the Federal Party—I do
not think the Tamil Congress were
in it ; you would know it, Sir—and
the Federal Party speeches have all
gone on the basis that the language
problem no longer exists; that the
language problem has already been
solved. Therefore, it does seem to
us rather strange that the hon.
Member should stand up on the
Floor of this House and tell us, “ We
want a solution to this problem ”.

Indeed a solution, as I declared
earlier in the course of the Second
Reading Debate, is a necessary thing
to the relationships between the two
races in this country who have
ultimately to live together as one
nation. But the hon. Member criti-
cizes all the things we did, and he is
entitled to do that. We do not
object. His complaint against the
Sri Lanka Freedom Party is that
our attitudes are unrealistic; that
our attitudes are wrong. He says,
“ As far as we are concerned we
think we have a grievance, and we
want the problem settled ”.

Now, I really thought that the
problem had been settled. T really
thought that as far as the Federal
Party was concerned at least—----
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¢IZME» o .
(Bap. i gellmaih)
(Mr. Amirthalingam)
You unsettled it.

ofd. @8, dwdd AFHWsNwWD .
(B, erL. . LG LIGOT L_IT T 5T 1 &% )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

We have not settled anything.
Your complaint against us is that we
failed to settle it. Your complaint
against us is that we were unable
to settle it, and you are entitled to
make your criticisms of us, and we
have not the slightest objection.
But the important question is, have
you settled it ; if so, what is the
settlement ? The United National
Party answers us and says, “ We are
not prepared to tell you that.”

All right. If you are not prepared
to tell us that, it means also that
you are not prepared to tell the
country. It means that you are not
in a position to tell this House or the
country what the settlement of this
language problem is. If the language
problem is settled, and settled right,
no one can have any objection ;
everyone will be very happy, includ-
ing the Sinhalese people, the Tamil
people, the United National Party,
the Sri Lanka Freedom Party, and
indeed all our other Colleagues in
the Opposition. We want the
problem solved.

But what are the complaints the
hon. Member for Vaddukkoddai
expressly makes against us ? He
says, — The Sri Lanka Freedom
Party failed to solve the problem ”.
To start with, our erime was that we
passed the Official Language Act in
1956 by which Sinhala was declared
to be the official language of the
country. He says we passed the
Tamil Language (Special Provisions)
Act in 1958 which we did not imple-
ment. He says we passed the
Language of the Courts Act during
our period under which Sinhala
would become the language of the
courts but not Tamil. He finds fault
with us and asks, “ Why did not you
people solve the language problem?”
He says, we passed the Sinhala Only

Bewldm 058 ©eHACex

2348

— G BEend

Act in 1956, the Tamil Language
(Special Provisions) Act in 1958, and
tne Language of the Courts Act in
December, 1960, and as far as the
Tamil Language (Special Provisions)
Act is concerned we did not imple-
ment it. That is our fault, according
to the hon. Member fer Vadduk-
koddai. With regard to the Language
of the Courts Act, our fault is that
there is no provision made for Tamil
to be a language of the courts.

Now, Sir, at different times and
at different stages political parties
have expressed their views. We, for
ourselves, have declared that these
three statutes form the corner-stones
within which a language settlement
can be effected. I said that in 1961
and the Members of the Federal
Party disagreed with me. They
said, “ No, you did not insist upon a
modification or change in these
statutes ; we cannot accept the three
statutes as they stand.” I can give
the reference to these statements.
It was on August 3lst, 1961. I know
the dates by heart and the references

. by heart, and the speeches made by

the then hon. Member for Kayts,
the late Mr. V. A. Kandiah, and the
speech made by the hon. Member
for Kankesanturai (Mr. Chelvana-
yakam). Both of them argued that
these three language statutes cannot
be accepted and a formula had to be
found which would involve a modifi-
cation of these three statutes. That
was what they said then. They gave
cogent and compelling reasons as to
why these three statutes would have
to be changed at that time. I do not
propose to read the speeches as it
will take time, and there is not very
much time left for Committee stage
discussions.

But today. the U.N.P. and the
Federal Party having arrived at
whatever agreement between them-
selves, which the country is not
entitled to know and we can draw
our own conclusions from it, the
U.N.P. Government has declared that
it will not change c¢r amend the
Language of the Courts Act. This
was declared by the Hon. Prime
Minister as is found in HaNSARD
With regard to the Reasonable Use
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of Tamil Act they said that within
the framework of that Act they will
formulate regulations. When we ask-
ed the Federal Party to formulate
regulations under the Tamil Lan-
guage (Special Provisions) Act, they
produced a set of regulations which
were ultra vires this Act. Then,
Sir, with regard to the Sinhala Only
Act, the Federal Party says, “ We
accept it. We do not want it repealed
now.” To that extent, we say that
you seem to be making progress. If
the Federal Party has dropped their
demand for the amendment of the
Language of the Courts Act, and are
now prepared to accept regulations
under the Reasonable Use of Tamil
Aect which are not ultra vires, and are
prepared to accept the Sinhala Only
Act, no doubt the bonds of capitalism
are holding them together fairly
close. At least, if on that basis the
language problem is settled as far
as they are concerned, we have not
the slightest objection and we can
applaud it.

But, Mr. Chairman, this is the diffi-
culty. We for our part appreciate
very much that you cannot find a
solution on the basis of undisclosed
ultimate objectives. You cannot say
to the people of this country, “ Here
is a statute—we will accept this one ;
we will draft regulations under this
Act ; we will accept this Act without
any changes in it.” But what is their
ultimate objective? Is it the objec-
tive of the Members of this House
that all the people of this country
should be as one people and should
have one language or not? If that
is their intention, it must stand to
reason that the entive basis of any
settlement is really an interim one
to tide over a problem, with a whole
generation of people on whom there
would be great hardship to ask them
to become proficient in Sinhala with-
in a very short time. Tt is true that
for that purpose we ourselves have
asked. “ What is the attitude of the
Federal Party to the simple question
of learning or giving the correct
leadership to their people to learn
Sinhala even in regard to th= child-
ren who are born frcm today on-
wards?” To that. we have had no
answer to this day. And indeed if
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that is done, I for one am of the firm
belief that the language problem
will cease to exist automatically by
the lapse of time. No one is trying
to commit genocide as far as the
Tamil language is concerned, to use
the very words of the hon. Member
for Vaddukkoddai. No one is seeking
to deprive the Tamils of their right
to learn Tamil, of tae.r pride in their
own culture and their determination
to preserve their language and their
culture which indeed is one of their
greatest heritages. There is no dis-
pute on that. But if, on the other
hand, the Federal Party takes the
line that they are cotisciously deter-
mined to prevent the Tamil-speaking
people from learning Sinhala on a
political premise, that they are going
to prohibit them, thai they are going
to lead them in the opposite direc-
tion, then all I can say is that not
all the regulations in the world will
achieve a single country with @
single language.

The hon. Member referred to the
United National Party sessions at
Kalutara in which the United Nation-
al Party declared their policy. I am
also aware of that manifesto but as
far as I remember ihe clear defini-
tion was that Sinhala shall be the
unifying language of the country. If
Sinhala is going to be the unifying
language of the country, I would like
to ask members of the United
National Party how exactly they are
going to achieve that unless facili-
ties are provided for the teaching of
Sinhala in the Northern and East-
ern Provinces at least for the future
and unless the Tamil leaders accept
that. You cannot force people to
accept a language. It must be done
voluntarily by the gond sense of the
Tamils and the Sinhalese. and in this
respect the Federal Party and also
the Tamil Congress have a keen role
to play in achieving the unity which
we hope will be achieved.

If we are going into the terms of
the Tamil Lancuage (Special Provi-
sions) Act—the Statute was passed in
1958—it says that for ccrtain definite
purvoses the Tamil larouage may be
used. Has anvone of wvs in the Sri
ILanka Freedom Party ever ztomned it
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from being used? Have we told any-
pody, “Do not use Tamil for the
specific purposes set out in the Tamil
Language (Special Provisionsy Act?”
The position is that the language can
be used, but I would respectfully
state that at the time the document
was entered into, at the time the
document was enacted—the Federal
Party Members were not in the
House at the time—I think the
intention was, and indeed the talks
that had taken place between Mr.
Bandaranaike and Mr. Chelvanaya-
kam proceeded on the basis, that the
Federal Party would also encourage
and assist those persons ir: the North-
ern and Eastern Provinces who
needed to have a knowledge of the
Sinhala language, to acquire that
knowledge. And, on the other hand,
I am quite certain that Mr. Bandara-
naike, as a very humanitarian person
and as a person with a long range
vision, was certainly willing not to
set arbitrarily unrealistic time limits
but to make life livable for all the
Tamil-speaking people in this
country who did not know Sinhala,
and within a generation the problem
would have solved itself.

Now, what has happened ? The
United National Party enters into an
agreement with the Federal Party ;
and in answer to questions by us,
what do they say ? First of all, in
answer to my first question on this
subject, they say, “ Yes, we have an
agreement but we are not prepared
to tell you its contents”. That is
quite sufficient for us. If the people
of the country feel that the United
National Party Prime Miinster—the
most popular man in this country
today—has difficulty in explaining
the solutions, he is certainly in a
worse position than Mr. Bandara-
naike was at the time of the
Bandaranaike-Chelvanayakam Pact.
At least Mr. Bandaranaike was in a
position to put his solutions forward
to be examined at that time by the
country and even to be rejected by
the country. He had that courage.
But what happens here ? The United
National Party has solutions which
cannot be disclosed.
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1 raised a further question about a
speech made by the hon. Member for
Kankesanturai (Mr. Chelvanayakam)
at Vanniasingham Square, Mavidda-
puram, some time ago when they held
a reception in honour of the ‘Hon.
Minister of Local Government. In
the course of that speech what did
they say ? They said that the Tamils
are going to regain their lost rights
and that the United National Party
Government has promised to make
Tamil the language of administration
in the Northern and Eastern Pro~
vinces. I immediately asked the
question, “Is that correct”, to which
the Hon. Prime Minister’s answer
was, “ Yes, we propose to make Tamil
the language of administration in the
Northern and KEastern Provinces to
the extent necessary to implement
the Tamil Language (Special Provi-
sions) Bill”. 1 think the hon. Par-
liamentary Secretary agrees that
that is the text of the answer given
to me.

Now what does it mean ? Does it
mean that the Tamil language he-
comes the language of administration
in every institution in the Northern
and Eastern Provinces? Does it
mean that we are going to run paral-
lel administrations in Sinhala and
Tamil in the Northern and Eastern
Provinces for ever ? Or does it mean
that the Tamil people propose to set
about learning Sinhala quietly,
slowly, without hardship to anybody,
starting, shall we say, with the babies
who are to be born tomorrow ? Or
does it mean that we are going to
have this language of administration
in a dual form, with this duplication
for ever and ever ? That is the ques-
tion we ask and to which we have no
answer. Of course, you are not
obliged to answer.

The hon. Member for Vaddukkod-
dai (Mr. Amirthalingam) referred to
the Sinhala people and the Sri Lanka
Freedom Party prior to 1965 as being
their masters. He referred to the
Tamil people as a subject race. All I
can say is, the roles are now reversed.
You are now the masters in the
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U.N.P.-Federal Party coalition. We
are prepared to accept the position
of not being the masters. All we ask
is, when you are dealing with the
problem try to deal with it in a rea-
listic manner and ensure that this
country will be one nation. We have
no objections.

We can see the degree to which the
Sinhala language is now being moved
out of the administration. I shall
have far more to say on this matter
when we come to the Votes of the
Ministry of Agriculture and Food
where 1 shall be able to demonstrate
a complete backsliding on the part of
the Government and Government
officials in regard to the use of
Sinhala.

But, if you now feel that you are
not a subject race, if you now feel
that you have acquired parity, at
least with the U.N.P. if not with the
Sinhalese, if you feel that you are
today in a position to dictate policy
and to determine the manner in
which this country is to be adminis-
tered, all I can say is, I hope that you
will drop your ultimate objectives,
namely, of establishing in one form
or another two separate seis of
administration in two different
languages in two different parts of
the country. You will say*you are
uniting the country by means of
federalism. I say you are dividing
it. It is a way of looking at it. If
you wish to argue that what you are
doing is going to create a situation
in which the Sinhala and the Tamil
peoples will come closer together, all
I can say is, I disagree with you. By
your efforts all that you are succeed-
ing in doing is to drive an arbitrary
wedge between them, making it im-
possiblie for us to become one nation,
at least in time to come.

When I made this point in the
course of the Second Reading Debate
the hon. Member for Paddiruppu
(Mr. Rasamanickam) interrupted
me. He asked me the question,
“Whom are you trying to unify ?”
My reply was, “ We are trying to
unify, in the process we contemplate,
the peoples of Ceylon, the Sinhala
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and the Tamil peoples who must live
together as one nation »  The ans-
wer of the hon. Member for Paddi-
ruppu was significant. His answer
was, “ That can never be ”.

So, we are starting with a
premise: we are dealing with a
U.N. P.-Federal Party Coalition
Government whose hopes and aspi-
rations are running in two different
directions. It is not sufficient for the
Federal Party to object and say to us,
“The time limits offered by the
SL.FP. were insufficient”, Of
course, they were, in one sense. It
is an almost impossible thing fo
acquire a sufficient knowledge of a
language in three years to be profi-
cient in it. I grant that. From time
to time what did our Government
do ? We extended those time limits.
Three years became six years. Six
years is now becoming nine years.
We do not object to that. From the
point of view of a country with a
history of 2,500 years, nine or ten
years is nothing. |

But is it going to achieve the
objective of unifying the country ?
Not unless the Federal Party takes a
clear and calculated decision to assist
their Colleagues of the U. N. P. by
withdrawing their objections fto
encouraging the teaching of Sinhala
at least from the primary classes
upwards, so that in a generation the
problem will solve itself.

But if, on the other hand, the
Federal Party does not want the
problem solved, if they set their
sichts on what the Tamil
Congress leader describes as parity
and what they describe as federalism,
all T can say is, it is not the S. L. F. P.
that is making it impossible to seftle
the problem ; you have got to blame
vourselves. The U. N. P,, with at
least a common bond of capitalism
between you, will be willing, I think,
to make far more compromises, be
willing, somehow or other, to main-
tain your strength and support and
solidarity, at least for the limited
pelitical objective of remaining in
power for the rest of the term of this.
Parliament. But this is a situation in
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which I respectfully agree with a
statement of the hon. Member for
Jaffna (Mr. Ponnambalam), leader of
the Tamil Congress, that the problem
cannot be settled on the basis of a
bilateral deal between two political
parties of this country. It is the
relationship between the Sinhalese
and the Tamil people who are
concerned, and on this basis, unless
the settlement is fair and just and
acceptable to both communities, the
problem will remain a problem with
us and will remain unsolved.

I believe the Tamil Congress has,
as its ultimate objective, parity of
status on language. That would be
so. While I do not agree with the
objective, I can confidently state
that I cannot help but admire the
realistic manner in which the hon.
Member for Jaffna at least has
understood the procedure and the
processes by which this problem is
capable of a solution. :

Having pointed out to the hon.
Member for Vaddukkoddai, who is in
a hurry to leave, the nature of the
solution which the Sri Lanka Free-
dom Party has in mind, I wish to tell
you that you cannot charge us with
being communalists. You can talk
of as communalists only such persons
who do not really want a solution,
who are determined to fan the flames
of communal passion, not wanting a
solution, and who are determined to
obstruct the solution in order to
incite persons of different nationa-
lities to hurt one another. The
S. L. F. P. has not done that. We
have shown you clearly the sort of
language you found in the “ Siya-
rata” in the days gone by, the
incitements to murder, to pillage, to
rob, to loot, contained in the ‘“ Siya-‘
rata”. I shall not quote them again
and again, they are already in
HANsARD several times over. But the
S. L. F. P. maintains that its ultimate
objective is one language and ocne
nation within the shores of our Island.
If there is a way to achieve that, if
the hon. Member for Vaddukkoddai
knows of a good way to achieve it,
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he can certainly say, “ Why do you
not divide our Island into two parts

in order to unify it?” That is his
argument. By federalism, he main-
tains, he will unify it. But by

establishing separate post offices and
becoming Postmaster-General he
sought to unify it by printing separate
stamps. All I can say is, that is not
our conception of unity. The United
National Party, which has already
solved the problem to the satisfaction
of the Federal Party, should, there-
fore, leave the hon. Member {for
Vaddukkoddai, unless they have
taken him into confidence, to say to
himself, “I am perfectly confident
that there is no problem left to solve,
the U. N. P. and the Federal Party
between themselves have already
solved it.” If it is solved why are
you talking about it now ?

28EMHE» 0@ .

(8m. o geflmsin)
(Mr. Amirthalingam)
It will be solved.

ofd, @d. dawed NN Den.

(8. erl. gyif. Lwew LewL rrpriEs)

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Why should you talk about it if
you have already solved it, if you
have made your agreement, if you
have signed your contract, if you have
registered them with the appropriate
authorities ? I suppose all the trans-
actions are perfect, according to the
Hon. Minister of Justice, and he is
proud if you have solved the problem
to his satisfaction. But, whether it is
solved or not will ultimately be
resolved when the people of the
country are called upon to accept or
reject the settlement. It is only at
that stage that you will be able to
see that the political settlements you
have worked out are indeed not
settlements. The late Mr. Bandara-
naike thought so too when he signed
the Bandaranaike-Chelvanayakam
Pact and the very reverend priests
who brought the U. N. P. into power
this time were responsible for the
destruction of that very pact squat-
ting outside Rosmead Place.
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So that, Mr. Chairman, these are
matters in regard to which there is
no use our generating a great deal
of heat in this House. There is no
question of the hon. Member for
Dompe having any powers to do any
harm to the Tamil people or to the
hon. Member for Vaddukkoddai or
anybody else. But I, as a democratic
Member of this House, will speak my
mind, will express my point of view
on behalf of the people I represent
without any fear or hesitation, and no
amount of diatribes calculated to
depict us as communalists is going to
stop us talking sense, stop us talking
about race relations between people
without any incitement of any sort
unless the “ Siyarata” will have no
occasion to call for the killing of
anybody.

So, Mr. Chairman, I conclude on
that note, sincerely hoping that the
hon. Parliamentary Secretary will be
able to take some action to bring the
machinery of our justice into modern
shape, to apply a little oil when the
wheels are creaking. And, perhaps,
as far as the Official Language
Department is concerned, let us
sincerely hope that in the days to
come, at least at the end of a
generation, the Official Language
Department will no longer be
necessary.

c@Demde NBBNDBY

(QLr&L i pTspTE5er)

(Dr. Naganathan)

Mr. Chairman, I had not intended
to speak but my good Friend, the hon.
Member for Dompe, who is running
away

ofd, ad. @eed AgThérsnem Do
(B, eril. gy LG LIGRTL_TT [T IL&S )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I am coming back.
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0b of. md. $wudlan (SHEn a8
B gY@y wW SEmdw B
o Sedn @WOum B8R @B’
2ECoCsym) eFTW)
(Qzorres  GCog. gy

TEG IDFFHLD 1T SLD ,g;emme%atg"gnb

gwwﬁ'fsm-——‘@fﬂ'
ur giariy  Qeeflellesms I|GIDE F T FILE
LI I T (@B LDGIT D &5 ariflw gifSuh)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene—Minister
of State and Parliamentary Secretary to

the Prime Minister ard Minister of De-
fence and External Affairs)

Run away.

afed, @, Awe DTMWOTNGED D,
(B, eris. oyf. L w6 LGHTLTTBril&GeE)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I am coming back.

ad oF. @l LeDERD
(Qsorrar Qg. DI MULIGUIT FHET )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
Is it tomorrow ?

ceDemnBes NSINDBY

(QLo&Li Br&prser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

After I have finished he will come
back, but he can never stage a come-
back as far as power is concerned.
The hon. Member for Dompe came
out with a very wonderful and amus-
ing solution. What was his solution
to the problem of Ceylon having two
nations ? There are two nations in
Ceylon, the Tamil-speaking mnation
and the Sinhalese-speaking mnation,
That has been so in the history of
this country for the last two thousand
years and more. He says that we must
now destroy the Tamil-speaking
people. I have got his very words.
He did not say it in so many words
but he said that if all the children
who are born today and hereafter
learn only Sinhala there will be no
problem : there will be one nation
and one language. All that he wants
is that the Tamils as a nation, an
entity, a language group, should be
eliminated. He says that is not com-
munal. Perhaps “ communal” is not
the proper word. It is racialism and
imperialism of the Hitlerian type.
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We in this country under this
National Government have joined to-
gether to bring about unity and to see
that we have a united Lanka just as
we have a united Switzerland, a
united Russia, a united India and a
united Pakistan. In one section of
Pakistan people talk Hindi, in another
Urdu, and in yet another Bengali.
In India there are many languages.
In Russia too there are many
languages. But they are all loyal
people. Here in Ceylon, in one gene-
ration, the hen. Member for Dompe
wants to get rid of the Tamil-speaking
people who have lived in this country
for thousands of years, who are an
entity and who have a culture of their
own. He says, “ This is not communal.
We have got a solution.” Hitler too
had a solution. He had a solution for
the Jews. His solution was to destroy
them, to put them in gas chambers.
No doubt my Friend in the search of
a solution a liftle further will put all
our babies who are born tomorrow
in the gas chambers as a way of
solving his problem.

Is this philosophy ? Is this logic ?
Is this civilization ? I want to know
what it is. When we talk of language
we are not against the Sinhalese. We
are quite prepared to let our children

learn Sinhala, but not that the Sinha-
lese children shall not learn Tamil.
Let there be reciprocity. We like our
children and our teachers to come to
the Sinhala country. Let there be an
interchange of students. Let us have
that amount of goodwill in the
country. Let there be one people who
love each other, who are devoted to
. each other, and who love this country.
. This country is yours and ours ; this
is our motherland. Therefore, in a
common motherland we become
brothers and sisters and work for our
land. Why should anyone interfere
with our language ? Why are these
~ people anxious to destroy our
language in one generation ? The hon.
Member for Dompe says, “ That is
our solution. ”
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Let me say what we think of our
language. A counfry is ruled in the
language of its master. That is an
axiom. That has been so since the
dawn of time, ever since man was
created and ever since man was ruled
by man. When Britain ruled Ceylon
she was our master. The British ruled .
us in their official language, English.
Before them the Dutch were. in
Ceylon, and the language was the
language of our colonial master, our
imperial master. They ruled us in
Dutch. Before them there were the
Portuguese who ruled us in their
language, the language of the imperial
ruler.

Since the British went away, are we
Tamils to believe that we have got a
new master, the Sinhalese-speaking
master ? Are we going to be ruled by
our Sinhalese-speaking brothers ? Are
we going to be the subjects of Sinha-
lese imperialism, successors of British
imperialism, or are we going to be
brothers in unity ? That is the
question.

The question of language is also a
question of freedom and of democracy
because the people must rule them-
selves in their own language. Demo-
cracy is the rule of the people by the
people for the people. The people of
Sinhala nadu must rule themselves in
the Sinhala language. The people of
Tamil nadu must rule themselves in
the Tamil language. In Germany the
rule of the German people by the
German people can only be in the
German language. In England the
rule of the English people by the
English people can only be in the
English language. Democracy
demands that the people shall rule
themselves in their own language. If
they are ruled in another language,
there is no democracy, there is no
freedom. That is the essential point.

We are not against the Sinhalese.
If you look at history—I do not think
my hon. Friend, the Member for
Dompe, knows about the history of
the Sinhalese language—you will
understand that a lasting contribution


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

2361
Budds ewddss omm, 1965-66

to the building up of the literature,
‘the philology, the grammar of the
Sinhalese language was made by
Tamil scholars.

A few days ago the ashes of that
great savant, Dr. Ananda Coomaras-
wamy, were brought to Ceylon. He
was a man who did his best culturally
to unite the two nations. But it did
‘not mean the suppression or the
complete elimination of one section.

. That is not unity. What is the hon.

Member for Dompe talking about ?
He is talking in terms of utter sava-
gery, not civilization. Will a civilized
. man think and talk in the way that
he did ?

Let me tell you on behalf of my
Party that we have no objection
whatever to learning Sinhala. But
we have every objection to the elimi-
nation of Tamil. We do object to the
Sinhalese people saying, “ We will not
learn Tamil, but you must learn
Sinhala. ” It is very galing.

I am very glad that the United
National Party in their manifesto
have stated openly that the public
servants in Ceylon are servants not
masters. In the olden days of the
British imperialist masters, the public
servants were the masters, the rulers,
and the people were ruled by them.
But today they are the servants of
the people. So the public servants
must serve the people. How can they
serve the people ? They must serve
the people in the language of the
people. So, a Tamil public servant in
the Sinhalese country—I grant, I am
prepared to accept—should be able
to serve the Sinhalese people in the
Sinhalese language. Similarly, a
Sinhalese officer serving in Jafina or
Batticaloa or Mannar should be in a
position, should be able—if he is a
real public servant, if he is a servant
of the public—to serve them in their
own mother tongue. That is the
essence of the Public Service, that is
the essence of a democratic service,
that is the essence of good, clean,
virtuous thinking ; that is not the
rude, crude, sava~e thinking indulged
in by the hon. Member for Dompe
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike) and
people like the Member for Walapane
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(Mr. T. B. M. Herath) and the Mem-
ber for Badulla (Mr. B. H. Bandara).
Those people—poor fellows—have not
been much educated or cultured. But
a man like the hon. Member for
Dompe, who says he is educated or
pretends to be educated and talks
much, has now gone down to their
level, to a feudal form of civilization.

Let me say at once that we in our
Party have always been against the
governments of Ceylon until today,
until recently. Why ? DBecause we
felt that certain fundamental rights
of ours had not been safeguarded.
Their policy was against our nation.
But when we found that the United
National Party and gentlemen like
the Hon. Minister of Industries and
Fisheries and others had seen in a
better light, in a broader light, in a
more civilized way that there is room
for everybody in Lanka, that in
Lanka there will always be Sinhalese,
there will always be Tamils, we
knew that all would be well.

Let me tell the hon. Member for
Dompe that there will always be
Tamil-speaking people in this country
because the Tamils have lived here
for 2,500 years. We form an entity.
We form a people. We love this
country, and this country belongs to
us just as much as it belongs to him.
We are prepared to serve this
country. And I say that although we
opposed the Government earlier, we
were prepared to form a National
Government  with the  United
National Party and other parties like
that of the Minister of Industries.
Why did we do so? It is to save
this country from disunity, and from
what is far worse, bankruptey, from
the worst kinds of bribery and
corruption and, above all, corruption
of the soul, so that our people and
our children may not think that foul
is fair and fair is foul, or that when
you get into power you must loot the
country and not serve it; it is to
serve our country, our motherland,
to work for the progress of our
country. We came to serve this
countrv, not to get Ministries for
ourselves. If you ask the Hon.
Mini=ter of State, he will tell you
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that we could have got three or four
or even five Ministries if we had
wanted Ministries. We said, “ No.
Let not the people think that we have
joined you to get something for
ourselves . We have always avoided
getting something for ourselves ; we
have tried to serve our people and
our country. Today our duty is to
serve Lanka. If the ship of state of
Lanka sinks we cannot either serve
the Tamil people or the Sinhalese
people. That is why we jointly threw
away this brood of Dompes and
Attanagallas which brought disgrace
to this country.

I am surprised that the hon.
Member for Dompe should have come
here and referred to the Language of
the Courts Act. Those hon. Members
who were present on the day, during
the last Parliament, when that Bill
was taken up will remember what
happened. Practically all the Mem-
bers of the Opposition and a good
number—almost the majority—of
Members of the Government and
even the Cabinet were most anxious
to see that the Language of the
Courts Bill was revised and made
just and equitable in its application.
But who was against it ? Who was
the villain of the piece ? The hon.
Member for Dompe and his stable
companion, the then Minister of
Justice, who is mow out of the
country—and I hope he goes out of
this world altogether—were against
re-drafting it.

I know how many Members of the
Government, both Front Benchers
and back-benchers, and Front
Benchers of the Opposition pleaded
with him. Since they insisted on
passing the Bill as it was, the
Mernbers of the Government had to
vote with the Government.

What does the Language of the
Courts Act mean ? Today the hon.
Member for Walapane (Mr. T. B. M.
Herath) spoke about the difficulties
that obtain when English is the
language of the courts in Sinhalese
areas where the people do not know
English. Supposing you introduce
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Sinhalese into the Tamil districts :
You will find that the complainant
is a Tamil, all his witnesses are
Tamils, the defendant and all his
witnesses are Tamils, the lawyers on
both sides—learned counsel and
proctors—are Tamils, the people who
come to the court are Tamils and,
perhaps, even the judge may be a
Tamil ; the Sinhalese language is
alien to all of them. Under those
circumstances, how can you get
justice ? How can people understand
what they are being told ? Is that
justice ?

Of course, the hon. Member for
Dompe does not understand what
justice is; he is wuncivilized. His
speech today was pure and simple
political barbarism. Why does he
make such statements in a country
where there are Tamil-speaking
people, where we must live as
brothers, where we must live a good
and happy life together and help
each other ? There is an old proverb,
“Live and let live”. I say that we
should live and help to live. Every
Tamil man must live and help the
Sinhalese man to live; every Sinha-
lese man must live and help the
Tamil man to live. That is unity.
That is the unity that you find in
Russia and China. He will under-
stand China—he is very close fto
China. They are multi-lingual and
multi-racial states.

If the Ceylon pattern is followed,
if the majority, the people who are
strong, must completely eliminate
the people who are not so strong,
then all the minority languages must
be destroyed——

QEuzndd @538

( SGventn HmmIEHLd Cg;nira{ér@'a:ﬁ')
(The Presiding Member)
Your time is almost up.

eeDemDrBn NAINDBY

(Qu_r&L_i BraETGerT)

(Dr. Naganathan)

One minute, Sir—all the

minority languages must be des-
troyed, all the liberties of the people
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must be destroyed, the democratic
rights of the people must be
destroyed, and in that way only the
Chinese will live in this world.
Because they are in the majority
they will say, “ We must rule”. I am
sorry that the hon. Member for
Dompe is not here ; he always avoids
a reply. He must be taught not only

Sinhalese, Sir, but civilization.
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(Dr. A. Ratnapala—Appointed Member)

Mr. Chairman, I too would like to
make a few observations regarding
our prisons and prisoners. I am sorry
the hon. Member for Akuressa (Dr.
o. A. Wickremasinghe) is not here.
Yesterday he had made the startling
discovery that I am representing the
interests of Nadars and other mer-
chants. He said he had been puzzled
as to how I came to be an Appointed
Member of this House. Now, today,
when I speak of the prisons, he
would make yet another discovery
and say that I am representing the
interests of reconvicted prisoners. I
am sorry that such words had come
from a member of an honourable pro-
fession. I considered him to be a res-
pected gentleman, but he resorts to
low depths to make ugly and unwar-
ranted remarks against me. If he was
so anxious to find out why I am here,
he should have asked the Hon. Prime
Minister who would have undoubt-
edly told him to mind his own busi-
ness, that it was none of his business.
I am not going to cast any aspersions
on the hon. Member for Akuressa,
but if I were to say that he is
representing the Soviet communist
interests or that he had, in the past,
flirted with the Nadars, Konars and
Moonas, in the hope of getting their
support to establish a dictatorship in
this country, would he like it? I
hope that he would maintain the dig-
nity of this House. He should bear
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that in mind when referring to hon.
Members of this House who have
come here on the same level as he.
Mr. Speaker has often told hon. Mem-
bers to be careful when they make
personal references to other hon.
Members. I am ashamed that these
remarks came from the mouth of a
learned, professional gentleman. I
shail not say anything more on that
matter.

Coming now to the subject under
discussion, I am in agreement with
several hon. Members who referred to
our prisons. In this connexion, it
should be pointed out that the Gra-
tiaen Commision, which was appoin-
ted in 1949, issued a full and compre-
hensive report within a few weeks. In
that report the commission made very
far-reaching recommendations. One
recommendation was with regard to
the gross over-crowding in the prisons
and the acute shortage of staff.
Several hon. Members mentioned this
maftter and so I do not want to
enlarge on it.

In 1963-64, there have been 8,861
convicted prisoners, 19,632 unconvic-
ted prisoners, making a total of 28,493.
When you add the offenders placed on
probation, that is, 1541, the toftal
comes to 30,034. Most of these offen-
ders have been sent to prison for non-
payment of fines. As previous spea-
kers pointed out, the Ministry should
take action to see that the prisons are
not over-crowded with this type of
offenders who can be made to pay
their penalty in some other manner.

In his administration reports, the
Commissioner of Prisons has pointed
out over and over again that the re-
mand prisons are over-crowded to the
point of suffocation, with the result
that unimaginable difficulties and in-
conveniences are experienced by both
the administration and the remand
prisoners. There is something wrong
somewhere, and it is high 'time it is
looked into.

The reconviction rate comes to
about 40 per cent. and it has been like
that for several years. This is a matter
for consideration because there is
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something wrong when a person who
comes out of prison goes back again
to the prison. The idea of sending a
man to prison was quite different to
what may be called the accepted pur-
pose today. When a man is sentenced
to prison that alone is a sufficient pun-
ishment—the shame of being impris-
oned, the loss of personal liberty,
separation from the family and
friends, subjection to disciplinary
control, forced labour, are all punish-
men'ts. If a person sentenced to prison
is further to be punished inside the
prison, I do not know whether it is
in order; I do not know whether it
is right for any human being to be
subject to dual punishment. When we
consider this point, we must seriously
think of the reasons why they are
coming back. When a person is im-
prisoned, he must be looked after
both physically and mentally. He
should not be subjected to unneces-
sary strain. There should not be any
discrimination in the treatment of
prisoners and they should be provided
with recreation and other library faci-
lities ; they must be given out-of-door
exercises, and further education
facilities too should be provided.

Another point that has been recor-
ded in many Administration Reports
is this—I am reading from the Admin-
istration Report for 1958-59—

“ General improvement in discipline
must to some extent be attributed to the
emphasis now placed on the religious,
moral and educational aspects of prison
treatment... ”.

Then again in the Administration
Report for 1959, it says :

“ 1t has always been the accepted policy
to foster moral and religious education in
all our institutions and the emphasis on
this aspect of prisoners’ training has
always produced the best results”.

The Administration Report for 1960
has this to say :

“ A significant feature of the religious
work in prisons during the last year has
been the contribution made by the Abhi-
dhamma classes, conducted by a band of
workers under Dr. W. F. Jayasuriva.
These classes have been of the greatest
assistance to prisoners and thereizcévery
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indication that such classes are producing

good results. There were 14 :
the roll in December.,, . 7. 0 prisoners on

Then again it says :

“The Central Committee of the P. W. A.
has also adopted a resolution that greater
attention should be paid to the teaching of
tht::'oretlce_ll and practical religion in
prison with a view to making efforts to

g_educ’(;: the large percentage of reconvic-
ions ”.

Then, again, the Administration
Report for 1961 states this :

“The stronger emphasis now being laid
on religion and education in prisons has
no doubt helped considerably. ”

That is in making prisoners more
amenable to discipline. Also,

_ “This approach coupled with more
individual attention and greater stress on
the religious and educational aspects
would appear to be paying dividends. ”

These are the observations made in
the administration reports year after
year.

& on. 6.15

I would like to ask the hon. Par-
liamentary Secretary whether suffi-
cient encouragement is being given
to religious education in the prisons.
Every prisoner must be given ins-
truction in his religion, whatever it
be. At present religious instruction
to prisoners is being done by volun-
teers to whom sufficient encourage-
ment is not given. At present we
have a chaplain there—I am speaking
of the Buddhists—but I do not know-
whether he is doing sufficient work.
In other countries there is a chap-
lain’s department. It has been re-
ported that all those prisoners who
attended the religious instruction
classes—I do not know about the
other religions—and who passed the
Dhamma examinations have not
come back. They have not been re-
convicted. That alone proves the
value and good results that can be
abtained by religious instruction.
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Some time ago the Buddhist Ad-
visory Council went into the question
and they produced a report. Some of
the recommendations are these:

“«1  The religious practices of the
Buddhist prisoners are not observed in
sufficient measure or in proper manner.

9. Buddhist prisoners are subjected to
hardships on account of their religion.

3. The oppression of Buddhist prisoners
by other religions and particularly by
Catholic Action has been most
pathetic.”

These are some of the recommenda-
tions made by the committee
appointed by the Cultural Affairs
Ministry. That is about a year or so
ago.

These and several other matters
call for attention on the part of the
Ministry of Justice. I hope in the
very near future a commission will
be appointed to go into all these
matters as was suggested by hon.
Members previously. The recom-
mendations made by the Gratiaen
Commission have not been imple-
mented in many instances.

I also hope the Ministry will do
all that is necessary for the rehabili-
tation of prisoners. A prisoner when
he comes out of jail must be a better
man than when he went to jail.
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(Mr. K. W. Devanayagam—Kalkudah)

Mr. Chairman, it is real irony
that when I did really want to speak
on the Votes of the last Ministry
there was no time left, although there
were so many hon. Members who
were prepared to take part in the
Debate. I think it is an elementary
right of Members who want to make
a contribution to be able to do so
whenever a Debate takes place in
this House. Therefore, I hope that
some arrangement will be made to
extend the time available to make
it possible for every Member to take
part in a Debate whenever he
chooses to do so.

Cs. riQeryy. G B [T 1L & Lh—

I want to refer to two matters, but
before I do so, I would like to refer
to the hon. Member for Walapane
(Mr. T. B. M. Herath) who, when-
ever he rises in this House, seems to
have a hallucination that the Official
Language Act 1is going to be
sabotaged. He really wants the Act
to be implemented in the courts
immediately. I would like to tell the
hon. Member that justice does not
begin to be administered in the courts
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in Sinhala or Tamil merely by speak-
ing Sinhala or Tamil in the courts;
before that can be done, the enormous
amount of legislation and case law,
on which the administration of justice
depends, will have to be translated
into both the languages. If the imple-
mentation of the Official Language
Act is attempted in the courts before
this is done, we will not be dispensing
justice in this country according fo
the law, but, we will be dispensing
justice according to the “Sinhala
Only ” Act.

I would also like to refer to the
hon. Member for Baddegama
(Mr. Neal de Alwis) who said that
the Supreme Court should be rest-
rained from calling for records and
interfering with sentences. In this
country, the only safeguard we have
is the independence of the judiciary,
and if we try to interfere with the
independence of the judiciary, I
think we will be really obstructing
the enforcement of the rule of law
which has been admirably performed
by our judiciary.

Coming to two other matters in
regard to the administration of
justice in this country, in all courts,
as you know, the administration of
justice is assisted in a number of
ways—by counsel appearing in a
case, by cross-examination and
various other ways. But, in rural
courts no such assistance is given to
the president. Therefore, the possi-
bility of making an error or a mis-
take is greater in the proceedings of
rural courts. Of course, in every
court there is a measure whereby,
when a judgment has been entered
erroneously or by mistake, an appeal
can be made to a superior court. In
the case of rural courts this appeal
is restricted merely to a petition
which is, in the normal course of
routine, dealt with in the office. In
such a case, where no assistance as
in other courts is given to the
presidents of rural courts, I suggest
that when an appeal comes up from
a rural court, the appeal be heard in
open court by a district judge. If
this is done, whatever assistance
can be given may be given to the
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judge, so that the correct measure of
justice is meted out to the parties.
Section 41 of the Rural Courts Ordi-
nance provides for dealing with not
only one aspect of error in a judg-
ment but all aspects of error in a
judgment. There is a proviso to this.
section. May I read the proviso ?

« Provided that nothing in this section
shall be deemed to authorize the District
Judge to enhance any sentence or to re-
verse or in any way interfere with any
order of acquittal in the Rural Court.”

Therefore, the principle is that it is
only where an error has been made
in regard to a conviction, that an
appeal can be made to the district
court, but where an error has been
made with regard to an acquittal
there is no remedy according to this
section.

Therefore, I would urge the Par-
liamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Justice to see that in regard to
an appeal from a decision of the
rural court to a district court, an
opportunity is given to a litigant who
has cause to be aggrieved to prefer
an appeal not only in regard to a
conviction but also in regard to an
acquittal.

The next matter I want to refer to
is in regard to the Batticaloa court-
house. I think, the Hon. Minister
has come and seen the Batticaloa
courthouse once. Sometimes, justice
is administered under very hard cir-
cumstances. There was a time when
the entire roof leaked during rain.
However, the Hon. Minister has been
good enough to see to it that the
Batticaloa courthouse has a new roof.
That is not sufficient. The entire
structure deserves demolition be-
cause there is no provision either for
the productions or the records to be
maintained properly. There are even
no proper amenities for the
employees in that courthourse. It is
an ancient, dilapidated courthouse.
It is a building it is true in which
justice is dispensed but that should
not be done under such trying cir-
cumstances. Judges should be able
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to mete out justice in proper sur-
roundings and a comfortable atmos-
phere. Therefore, I hope the hon.
Parliamentary Secretary will make
it a point to see that proper accom-
modation is made available for the
courthouse.

The next matter I wish to bring to
the notice of the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary is with regard to the hold-
ing of the Supreme Court sessions
in Batticaloa. From time immemo-
rial it has been the practice to hold
the Supreme Court sessions at
Batticaloa. It is on record that it is
here that the only instance has ever
occurred in this country where, on
the arrival of a Supreme Court
Judge, a white glove was handed to
him.

But now what has happened ?
Supreme Court sessions are now
held in Trincomalee for the simple
reason that there is no bungalow for
the Supreme Court Judge presiding
at the sessions at Batticaloa.

I have got with me the record of
the cases that have come up before
the Assize Judge. In 1963 there
were 18 cases from the Batticaloa
District as against 7 from Trinco-
malee. Consider the number of
official witnesses that would have
been necessary for those cases and,
as a result, the expense to the State
in taking all those people connected
with the 18 cases to Trincomalee
which is 154 miles away, rather than
having to bring those connected with
the seven cases from Trincomalee to
Batticaloa. At the second session
for 1963 there were 11 cases listed
from Batticaloa as against four from
Trincomalee. And yet the sessions
were held in Trincomalee. In 1964
there were nine cases from Batti-
caloa as against three from Trinco-
malee. At the second session in 1964
there were three cases from Batti-
caloa as against one from
Trincomalee.

g on. 6.4b

It will be seen that the great
majority of cases is from the Batti-
caloa District because it happens to
be a larger area, including, as it does,
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Amparai also. It is a lame excuse
to say that the Assize Judge cannot
be provided with a bungalow in
Batticaloa, and, for that reason, to
take all the people required for cases
to Trincomalee from Batticaloa is an
utter waste of time and money.

I think the Ministry should there-
fore take steps to provide the Assize
Judge with a suitable bungalow or

. see to it that a suitable bungalow is

obtained and properly furnished. I
do not blame the judges, it is the
duty of the Ministry of Justice {o see
that a proper bungalow is provided
for the judges. I hope the hon.
Parliamentary Secretary will take
note of this and see that at least
hereafter the sessions are held in
Batticaloa.

880D cendin . (cmen cane®)

(B Quie’ Qerdewr—Osrapirs
QsrpE msssar)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa—Colombo South)

A discussion of the Votes of the
Ministry of Justice could possibly
range over a large variety of sub-
jects. That, I suppose, is the case
with most Ministries.

The hon. Member who just pre-
ceded me had a complaint to make
that he had failed to catch the Chair-
man’s eye for quite some time. Now,
Sir, I want to extend my sympathies
to him in the® first instance, for, after
all a Member who is elected, or who
comes here even as an Appointed
Member, feels the urges to say some-
thing, to get on his hind legs and say
what he has to say.

This, after all, is a talking shop, but
while the urge may be there, there
are certain limits that have to be im-
posed on account of the necessity of
getting through business. Now, how
to strike a balance in order to see that
the hon. Member is not deprived of
the chance of speaking and at the
same time to see that business is
transacted within reasonable limits
of time, depends so much upon the
guidsnee from the Chair as well as

6——amols 8647 (65/9)
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the offer of co-operation on the part
of hon. Members. Now, that co-ope-
ration is not extended by hon. Mem-
bers insisting upon a prerogative righit
to speak, or insisting upon saying : “I
have given my name and, there-
fore, I must be called ”. Giving one’s
name is only a matter of an arrange-
ment that has been arrived at for the
speedy disposal of business. The
question whether a Member is able
to speak or not, fair or unfair, just
or unjust, depends on whether he
happens to catch your eye.

Now, while on this subject I want
to extend my sympathies to the hon.
Member for Kalkudah (Mr. Deva-
nayagam) for the lack of opportunity
he has had to give expression to his
deepest thoughts and feelings on this
subject of justice all these many
hours from this morning till now.
We for our part want to extend our
co-operation to you in getting through
this Vote as soon as possible. After
all that is also the desire of the
Government, to see that this Budget
Debate is successiully concluded.

Mr. Chairman, there is just one
subject I want to confine myself to
on this ocecasion, and that is the sub-
ject of prisons. I am told there have
been many valuable contributions so
far on this subject, but while I do not
want to cover ground that has already
been covered, there are certain ob-
servations that I wish to make., I
think the first thing that any Gov-
ernment ought to realize is that a
system of imprisonment where coer-
cion is applied by one human being
over another is, in its very nature, a
corrupting institution. It is bad for
those who are so curbed, and it is
bad for those who are placed in
charge of such institutions. That is
fundamental. Our system of social
organization requires that there shall
be institrtions of this kind. The en-
forcement of laws, the management
of social relations, have not deve-
loped anywhere in the world to the
point at which the State can cease
to exercise force as an instrument for
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the meaintenance of peace, law and
order and the adjustment of human
relations.

Now, that is a sad fact. However
sad it may be, it is true. But while
that is so, if you have to keep this
wretched system going, there is
gomething inevitable about it. Let
us recognize its limitations, let us
recognize its implications and conse-
quences, and sece how far we can
minimize the unpleasant ones. There-
fore I want the whole question to be
considered from the premise that the
use of coercion by one set of human
beings upon another, restrainis of
that kind, punishments of that kind,
where they are treated on a different
footing, where they are herded to-
gether like animals, and looked after
in a particular way, treated like a
special group of persons, is not in the
interests of society. Any kind of
institution which requires that sort of
treatment is a corrupting institution.
Most evils that have been complained
of flow from the fact of the impact
of these institutions upon those who
are called up to manage them.

I feel extremely sorry for all pri-
sons staff from the Commissioner of
Prisons right down to the Iabourer or
employee in the Prisons Department.
I feel a great sense of pity in regard
to them because they have besn un-
fortunately placed in the matter of
employment. They have drifted into
this particular section of society and
have been placed in the unfortunate

plight of having to earn their daily.

bread by exercising coercion on
another set of human beings.

Now, Sir, I am not necessarily
pleading for something idealistic. I
am not asking you to be sentimental.
I am not asking for the adoption of
the principle of punishment adopted
by Samuel Butler in his book
“Erewhon ”, where the prisons are
really hospitals and hospitals are pri-
sons, where a person can be punished
for having a severe cold, and a person
can be almost sentenced to death for
suffering from pneumonia, . He, is
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treated with considerable care and
attention and nursed back to nor-
malcy if he should commit a theft;
or if he should be guilty of attempted
murder, he is carefully nursed back
to health. I am not asking for any-
thing like that. That was an ex-
cellent satire on social relations as
they obtained in England at that time
in the 19th Century.

I am only appealing for certain
basic changes in attitude in regard to
this matter. I can say that attitude
has not changed in spite of the very
valuable effort of Mr. E. F. N. Gra-
tiaen in his report that has been
quoted so many times on the Floor of
this House.

Attitudes have not changed. I will
give one example to prove that. It
is a recognized fact that there is
specialization in architecture foday.
The architecture for schools should
be of one kind, the architecture for
hospitals of another kind, for prisons
of yet a different kind, and so on. The
architactural principles are supposed
to conform to the particular fume-
tional requirement of the building.

Now, Sir, we are building prisons
today but we are building on the
same old pattern of the 19th Cen-
tury. The fact that there has been
some change in attitude towards the
whole question of penology or penal
reform in this country does not
seem to have been taken note of in
Jlrci;gard to prison extensions and the
ike.

Now, I want to make a plea on
behalf of prisons staff—the jail-
guard. I have always been a cham-
pion of the policeman, the jail-guard
and people of that kind, the other
ranks in the army and so on.

35N 8 wmd Swn.
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I have a certain broad sympathy
for persons in that category ; belong-
ing to the other ranks myself, I
have a natural sympathy that I
extend towards them.

My first complaint is that persons
engaged in this kind of activity are
grossly under-paid. Why punish
these poor people for accepting a
bribe ? Persons placed in big posi-
get away
with it. They prosper—some of
them. But if a poor jail-guard
accepts a small santhosam from a
prisoner’s relation outside in order
to pass a packet of cigarettes or a
box of matches to the prisoner, a

very big fuss is made of the whole

thing and the poor man is hauled

up and tried as if he has committed
a major crime.

I am not saying that jail-guards
should be bribed. I am not saying
that we should make allowances for
jail-guards to be bribed. I am only
stating that there should be a com-
parative sense of values in regard to
this matter. If you recognize the
fact that they are poorly paid in
relation to the kind of work they
have to perform, then it is not sur-
prising that they are taking bribes,
if they do so. For persons who
have to exercise the greatest amount
of tact in regard to human relations,
the value of their services are not
fully recognized. Hon. Ministers
will agree that one of the most tiring
things is to expose yourself to the
impact of a large number of different
personalities. It is one of the most
tiring things. Every Hon. Minister,
after he has finished a number of
interviews for the day, I am sure,
feels extremely tired because psy-
chologieally it is one of the most
tiring things for you to change your-
self to react to a large number of
separate human beings with different
characters, different pressures,
different requirements.

Now, that is what the jail-guard
is doino throughout the whole of the
day. He has got to manage human
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beings. That is his field of activity ,
and for a person who is called upon
to do that kind of work, the strains
placed upon the jail-guard are very,
very great. I know of a guard wheo,
despite all the attempis at giving
these men housing, comes all the
way from Gampaha. That is one
man. There is another man from
Veyangoda. He has to travel in the
morning and go back in the evening.
When he has to travel to work, he is
in no fit condition to lock after
these prisoners. iHe himself is irri-
table, and you cannot afford to be
irritated with prisoners. A man is
called upon to keep his temper, to be
equable and calm in the face of
emergencies in the prison. Such a
person who is harassed by this kind
of trouble, by the housing problem,
is not a fit person to be looking after
others.

I say with all the welfare projects
that the wvarious boards of prisons
have in mind, with all the recom-
mendations, the changes that have
been made have not gone far
enough. I do admit that over the
past 9 or 10 years, thanks to the
Gratiaen Report—the Gratizen
Commission’s recommendations were
adopted by the previous Govern-
ment-—certain valuable changes have
been made, in particular at Mahara.
Thanks to the fact that there was an
attempt at a prison break, an
attempt to breask jail, cn the part of
a number of prisoners some years
ago, considerable attention was
focussed on the conditions obtaining
in that prison and a number of very
good changes were effected.

Similarly, at Welikade, in regard
to the diet prescribed to prisoners
and so on, a number of valuable and
useful changes have been made ; it
would be wrong for us not to
acknowledge that fact. But they do
not go far enough, particularly in
regard to the salary scales. T say
that salaries commissions have not
paid attention to the real problems
of jail guards and the prison staff.
They have not paid due attention to
the nature of the work that these
officers do. That is one of my com-
plaints. I want this Government %o
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give due attention to the status of
the prison staif, the various grades
from the Commissioner downwards.
Please see tnat the lower rungs of
the service, particularly the jail-
guards, have their salary prospects,
promotion prospects and the like
due to tnem properly attended to and
that there is reform in the correct
direction, in the direction of an
improvement.

Now, having pleaded for the jail
gtaff, I want to plead the cause of
the prisoners. Despite all these
changes that have taken place and
despite the recommendations of the
Gratiaen Commission, there is a
considerable element of sadism in
the treatment of these prisoners
that is evidenced still. 1 suppose it
is inevitable in a certain way ; but
merely to say that it is inevitable
and shut one’s eyes to it is not to
cure the trouble but to perpetuate it
and perhaps allow it to go beyond
proper proportions. You cannot
even keep it within limits if you
merely say it is inevitable. But this
sadism I have observed.

q. e 7

I had the melancholy experience
last year of having to wvisit the
Welikade Prison on a couple of
occasions. I found that the place
was kept very clean. I visited the
hospital and found the hospital quite
clean and tidy. The buildings are
completely outmoded and useless and
must be replaced as soon as possible ;
but whether money provision is
available for that I do not know.
However, there was no doubt an
attempt to keep the premises clean
and in a proper sanitary condition.
There was no doubt that every effort
in that direction was being made.
But the fundamental question is
how the prisoners are being treated.
On that matter I found that the
legacy from the bad old days still
persisted. Polite forms of speech in
addressing a prisoner are not known
—in any language. Unknown to
the persons themselves, T was listen-
ing to a conversation between a
person in high authority in K the
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prison and two or three prisoners.
There has been so much talk of
language that I am sure there will
be unanimity in protesting against
this. What 1 listened to was Greek
only, with not a vestige of the
reasonable use of Tamil or Sinhala.
That was the kind of language that
was used. The polite forms of
speech appear not to be known in
prisons. I do not see why this
should be so. Is it part of the
punishment of a prisoner that he
should be spoken to in an improper
way ?

I want to recommend to this
Government that they should follow
closely the ideas of the Ilate
Mr. M. W. H. de Silva in this matter,
a geantleman for whom I have the
highest respect. The older he grew
the more progressive he became in
his ideas. At a certain stage, when
he was Minister in charge of this
department, he said that he saw no
reason why there should be prison
walls at all. He saw no reason why
a prisoner should be enclosed and
shut up. He was a person whose
ideas progressed very fast, and the
older he grew the more progressive
he became. He was a person who
was very insistent in this matter of
the treatment of prisoners as prison-
ers and the treatment of prisoners
as human beings at the same time.

I have looked through the
administration reports of the Prisons
Department. We all know that
administration reports tend to high-
light the good work. I do not want
in any way to decry these reports or
say these things are untrue. Let us
appreciate the good work done.
the same time it is necessary to
realize that much is lacking.

If T talk to you about the under-
staffing, I shall probably be accused
of going over ground tkat has already
been covered. But [ should like to
mention the fact that the poor
prisons staff are called upon to bear
a greater strain with every passing
day. There is an increase in the
number of daily admissions, and,
therefore, the strain placed on the
staff is, much greater. That is a fact

At
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that has to be recognized, but I do
not see that any adequate Budget
provision has been made this year
for an increase of staff.

The prisons hospital, I said, I had
found clean, but [ alse found that
the treatment of the invalid prisoner
is not very satisfactory. I was a poli-
tical prisoner in India snd I saw how
the prison system can corrupt even
such a worthy body of men as doc-
tors. I have the greatest respect for
members of that profession, who
come into service out of a true spirit
of service—the reliecf of human
suffering—despite the fact that we
were on opposite sides in regard to
pr.vate practice while in the public
service and so on. Medical men are

- persons for whom I have the greatest
B respect.
® can be

I think we in Ceylon
proud of our medical
service and of our doctors. But
when we appoint doctors to the
prisons, we must remember that the
doctors so appointed in that environ-
ment tend to degenerate. I found,
when I was a political prisoner in
India, the kind of poltrcon that even
a doctor could descerd to become. I
saw a doctor degenerate into a spine-
less person who was capable, on
account of his own cowardice, of
committing crimes against those
whom he was supposed to look after.

Now, I had an attack of sinusitis
and I required a particular kind of
treatment for it. @ The particular
doctor who treated me was afraid to
order that. I needed a steam inhala-
tion. but he was such a coward that
he was afraid to recommend that I
should be sent to an outside hospital
for treatment. I was sent to the Police
Hospital in Bombay and given the
scantiest kind of treatment; I was
treated even more scurvily from the
point of view of politcness and the
rest of it by the staff and brought
back with my condition no better. I
never expected to see that kind of
thing in this country.

When I was a student I had to
associate with a doctor on the prison
staff long years ago, and I was horri-
fied by the fact that association with
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the prison had brought ¢ut the sadism
in the man. He wag describing to me
with a real relish how he had to give
the “drop” for priscners at the
nanging at which he had to be
present. He had to examine the
previous day or a couple of days
earlier, the person who was going to
be hanged and to give the “drop ” so
that hanging would not sever the
neck completely, and, at the same
time, enable the sp:nal cord to be
severed so that death would result.
And this doctor was positively
rejoicing at the whole thing. He
narrated the whole thing with relish

and apparently enjoved the entire

business. I asked him, “Doc you [
not feel a sense of revulsion” ?
He said, “ Oh, no, those are people
who committed murder; they deserve
to be hanged and they must be
hanged.” He was imbued with this
consciousness of being the instru-
ment of justice—the flail of the Lord.
He felt that he was only carrying out
some d.vine injunction in indicating
the “drop ”, and he saw nothing bad
in deriving some satisfaction out of
doing his job very weli.

Now, Sir, this was an incident that
happened some years ago. But last
year too, in the Weliikade Hospital,
I found that samne corrupting
influence had crept into medical
staff. I am not blaming everybody.
I have no doubt that some of the
doctors attached to the prison staff
have been very humane, very kind-
hearted persons. When { was a poli-
tical prisoner in Kandy I was treated
by very. very courteous persons who
were very kind-hearteda and who
went out of their way to do every-
thing possible for me. But here in
Welikade I found that there was a
doctor in whom the sadist had been
brought out by those conditions.
There was a prisoner who was sus-
pected of being afflicted with heart
disease. He did not have heart disease
as such but he was suspected of
having heart disease and it was a
matter that required investigation.
Now, Sir, I found that he was get-
ting a particular diet. He was sent
to the hospital and given this
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diet. I have asked a number of
medical men about this diet,
for such patients. This was what he
was given for one day: one pound
of bread (for the whole day), two
ripe plantains, two ounces oi sugar,
one-eishth of an ounce of tea and two
ounces of oat meal. My good Friend,
the hon. Member for Akuressa
(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe) told
me that curd from which the {fat
had been removed is found to be
one of the best things for heart
disease, because it is found to con-
tain almost pre-digested protein.
Why could not some curd be
given instead of this oat meal ? What
have our prisoners got to do with
oat-meal in these davs of nation-
alism? Why this imported oat meal?
Why could they not have given
a couple of ounces of curd instead
to this poor man? Why this diet
which contains not a single bit of
protein in it? This is a fatal diet for
that kind of patient. Why did this
doctor allow it ?

I made inquiries at the Health
Department. I did not want to make
complaints about this man. I spoke
to an official in the Health Depart-
ment and the information con-
veyed to me was that thic doctor was
afraid that petitions would be sent
against him  accusing him of
favouritism, so he had reacted to the
other extreme and was giving parti-
cularly harsh treatmer:t to this man.
That was his defence. A poltroon
of that kind, a man who is such
a coward that he cannot do
his duty properly because he
is afraid of a petition, does not
deserve to be kept in the Prison’s
Service. Petitions are sent against
politicians. public servants and
various other people. It is natural
that they should fear petitions.
But here it is a human life that
is involved. Why could he not treat
this man as a human being, as a
patient ? Why did he give this man
this diet ? He was afraid of a petition !
What is true is that the sadist in him
had come out.
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gives an account of the number of
deaths and boasts of the fact that
the total number of deaths in 1960

was 11 ; 1960-61, 16 ; 1961-62, 4 ; 1962~

63, 2 ; and 1963-64, 3. I am sure that
in 1964-65, the number of deaths has

once again gone up. And it is due to

the fact that this is how prisoners "
are treated in the hospital by on
doctor. .

There is a diet known as “ Diet
No. 12”7, which is principally liquid.
This doctor is in the habit of treat-
ing anybody who complains of feel-
ing ill in prison as a malingerer, and
the best way of exposing a malingerer
is to put him on diet No. 12 ; because

i

%1.

The Prisons report for 1963-64 "‘

¥

o ST T

%

the diet is unpleasant he stops malin- =
gering and becomes normal again.®
This is the kind of treatment given
to prisoners in order to find ot .

whether they are genuinely ill.

In our country in order to find out
whether a person is ill one sometimes
resorts to the stethoscope. There are

iy

Ul }-;--‘{!I'ﬂ-."":*

others who resort to the horoscope.

But here in the Prisons Hospital,
apparently, the doctor resorts to diet
No. 12. This is the most suitable
method of finding out whether a
person is ill or not. Put him on diet
No. 12 and you will expose him if
he is a malingerer !
basis, I have to make a recommenda-
tion, a very strong recommendation
to the hon. Parliamentary Secretary :
that while this doctor puts all these
prisoners on diet No. 12, to get the
services of a good psychiatrist for
this particular doctor and that he be
put in the hands of the psychiatrist.
That is the particular recommenda-
tion I wish to make.

g. e, 7.45

There is another mystery in this
matter which I do not understand,
and I would like your indulgence for
one minute on this matter. Are our
prisons divided on the basis of spe-
cialities in regard to crime ? I find
thai'there is a tendency to increase

And, on this
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the number of persons in the various
institutions according to the various
crimes. For instance, let us take the
type of offence, attempted culpable
homicide. The figures show, 1 in
Anuradhapura, 21 m Galle, 2 in
Matara, 1 in Batticaloa. Then there
is attempted murder. They prefer
to keep them at Welikada. Attempt-
ed cuipable homicide is distributed
but attempted murder is confined to
Welikada. There are 18 in Welikada
and 7 in Batticaloa. Using of crimi-
nal force—54 in Welikada, 10 in
Bogambara, 5 in Anuradhapura, 5 in
Jaffna and 1 in Galle. Culpable
homicide—128 in Welikada, 24 in
Bogambara, 16 in Galle, and none
elsewhere. Causing hurt—313 in
Welikada, 94 in Bogambara. Grievous
hurt—94 in Welikada, 9 in Jaffna and
19 in Anuradhapura. Attempted
suicide—there is only one and that
person is kept in Anuradhapura. I
do not know whether the proximity
of the sacred city was expected to
reform him. Specialists in arson are
all brought to Welikada, apparently.
There are 34, of whom 30 are kept at
Welikada. Murder—36 in Welikada
and 1§ in Bogambara.

Then I come to bigamy. The
majority of bigamists are kept in
Bogambara. Whether it has anything
to do with the system of polyandry
that obtained in the Kandyan Pro-
vinces I do not know. The bigamists
are kept mostly at Bogambara. I can
go on dealing with a large number
of cases like that. In cases of clear-
ing Crown land, they are brought to
Welikada. For entering the port,
they are always kept in Colombo and
nowhere else. Then in cases of sexual
offences they are really kept in
Colombo.  Apparently, they are
thought to be a bad influence on the
provinces. I can go on reading this
list. There appears to be some kind
of specialization according to the
offence. I would like to know
whether that is so. It seems to me an
unhealthy practice if that is the case.

There are so many matters in
regard to juvenile delinquency and
the like which I wanted to talk about,

1965 eed m€d 9

2406

— e Bend

but I find that there is no time. So
1 want to make this plea with the
hon. Parliamentary Secretary who
shares his responsibilty with the
Minister of Home Affairs. The plea
I want to make is this: we have
20,000 shanties in the City of Colombo.
That means there are at least 60,000
to 100,000 children living in those
shanties. They are living in sub-
human conditions. It is useless try-
ing to solve the problem of juvenile
delinquency and of crimes of persons
who are underage if we allow this
state of things to continue and
not give these children a proper
environment.

What are we doing? We are
waiting for the trouble to occur and
then trying to deal with it afterwards.
We are not trying to do anything to
remove the causes. So I want to
plead with the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary to see that some attention
is given even at this stage, if not to
the problem of liquidating the shan-
ties and seeing that these people are
properly housed, at least to the pro-
blem of these children who number
about 60,000 to a lakh who are
brought up in the filthiest and sub-
human conditions.

Having made that appeal I want to
thank you for your indulgence.

QW BH® . (BE
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“List of books translated into
Sinhala but not into Tamil as yet.” In
this list sent to me by the Hon.
Minister of Justice there are 70 books
pertaining to 10 subjects. I am tabling
this list so that it may go into
Hansarp. For the information of hon.
Members I will just give the subjects
and the number of books not yet
translated into Tamil :

Teachers’ Handbooks—17
Background Literature—3
History—3
Mathematics—2
Sanskrit—3
Philosophy—8
Sociology—4
Miscellaneous—4
Miedicine—19

There is not one book on Medicine
produced in Tamil.

Law—17

T am tabling this list so that hon.
Members may be able to know what

thosa. haolks are.
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The list tabled is as follows :

BOOKS TRANSLATED INTO SINHALA

5. Suggestions

[y
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. A Grammar

BUT NOT INTO TAMIL AS YET

. The Teaching of Reading (UNESCO)
. In the Classroom with Children uader

13 (UNESCO)

Primary School
(UNESCO)

The Influence of Home & Community

in the Teaching of
History—Hill

The Curriculum

. Education in a Technological Society

—UNESCO

. Raising the School Leaving Age.
. Digging up the Past

. The Stagnant Society—M. Shanks
. Culture

and Society—Raymond

William

. Indian History Vol. 1 & II—Sinha

Banerjee

. A Historical Atlas of the Indian

Peninsula

. World History—Webster
. School Algebra—Hall

. Elementary Geometry—Barnard &
Child

. History of Indian Literature—
Winternitz

. MeDonald’s Sanskrit Grammar
. Classical Sanskrit Literature—Keith

Indian Philosophy—Radharkrishnan
Indian Philosophy—Radharkrishnan

. History of Western Philosophy—

Russell

. A Student’s History of Philosophy—

Roggers

. Hinduism & Buddhism-Eliot—Vol. III
. Hinduism & Buddhism-Eliot—Vol. II
. Hinduism & Buddhism-Eliot—Vol I

. Outline

of
Hiriyanna

Indian Philosophy—

. The Development of Social Adminis-

tration—Gardner & Judd

. Sociology—Botiomore
. Communities and their Development

—T. R. Batten

The Race Question in Modern Science
(UNESCO)

McDonald’s Encyclopaedia

of the
Language—Geiger

Sigiri Graffiti—Paranavithana

Sinhalese

. Society in Medieval Ceylon—Arviya-

pala

1965 eed @RS 9
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. Practical Experimental Physiology
. Histology—Heaver

. Understanding the Young Child

. Sociology & Social Problems

in
Nursing

. Synopsis of Hygiene
. Textbook of Physiology and Bio-

chemistry B. D. S.

. Human Biochemistry

. Manual of Practical Anatomy

. Manual of Anatomy—Buchanan

. Developmental Anatomy—Arey

. The Histology of Domestic Animals

. Physiology of Domestic Animals

. Human Physiology—Samson Wright
. The Anatomy of Domestic Animals
. Nutrition in Health and Disease

. Preventive

Medicine and Public

Health

. Health Education
_ Control of Communicable Disease in

Man

. The Science of Dental Materials

. Conflict of Laws—Graveson
. Topham’s Company Law
. Dominions

as Sovereign States—

Keith

. The Elements of Roman Law—Lee

. Mercantile Law

. Constitutional Law—Wade & Phillips
. Leage’s Roman Private Law

. The

Government of the British

Empire—Jenks

. Kenny’s Outlines of Criminal Law—

Turner
English Law of Contract—Anson

Introduction to Roman-Dutch Law—
Lee

Principles of the Law of Partnership
—Underhill

International Law

Sinhalese Laws and Customs—Harley
Bills of Exchange

Principles of Jurisprudence

Principles of Local Government—
Jennings

Can anyone refute the charge that
the S. L. F. P. Government discrimi-
nated against the Tamils ? They not

only

attempted to destroy the

language rights of the Tamils by

rationing

them, but

purposely

neglected their duty by the Tamil
students of this country. They said
that they would not discriminate


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

2411

Saddm emd@syy wmm, 1965-66

[eéy B®E &wn.]
against Tamils in the field of educa-
tion ; they said that Tamil children
are free to have their education in
their mother tongue from the kinder-
garten to the university ; but what
-has happened in the case of text-
books ? Many of the textbooks for
the G. C. E. (Advanced Level) and
the university classes have not yet
been translated into Tamil by the
Official Language Department. This
I say is discrimination of the worst

order.

Some hon. Members who were
Ministers in the previous Government
may try to defend themselves by
sayin? that they did not know the
shortcomings of the Official Language

Bewldm @85 e REW
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Department or even the studied
negiect on the part of officers of the
department. If they plead ignorance
in this way they are guilty of having
allowed tnemselves to be misled by
the officers of the Official Languaze
Department especially by the petty-
minded officers of that department.

Now I will say a few words with
regard to the staffing of this section.
In this list I got from the Minister
of Justice there are 11 superinten-
dents in charge of the Sinhala seec-
tion and only 5 superintendents in
charge of the Tamil section. I am
tabling this list of superintendents in
the Tamil section and superintendents
in the Sinhala section :

SUPERINTENDENTS OF TRANSLATION IN THE SINHALA SECTION, AND THE SUBJECTS ASSIGNED
T0 THEM

1. Mr. D. A. Vedage

Geography

Biological Sciences (General Science, Botany, Chemistry,

Physics, Surveying, Accountancy, Engineering

Western History, E lucation

Sanskrit, Indian History, Indian Philogophy

2. Mr. D. S. Weerasuriya
Zoology)
3. Mr. W. Samarakone
4. Mr. K. P. Karunatillake Western Philosophv
5. Mr. B. Weerasekera
6. Mr. D. Garusinghe Social Seitnces
7. Mr. Gunapala Senadeera
8. Mr. S. A. Karunanayake Medical Science
9. Mr. G. A. S. Gunasekera

10. Mr. M. N. Pinto Law

Mathematics, Books for Technical Schools

SUPERINTENDENTS OF TRANSLATION IN THE TAMIL SECTION, AND THE SUBJECTS ASSIGNED

1. Mr. V. Sivaguru
2, Mr. W. Vedanayagam

3. Mr. S. Kumarakulasingham .

T THEM

Physical Sciences

Biolovical Sciences (General Science, Botany, Chemistry
Zoology)

Geography
Philosephy, History

4 Mr. K. L. Iyer

5. Mr. S. Nadarasar
Sinhala and Tamil

Mr. A. A. P. Gunawardhane

The superintendent in charge of
Geography in the Tamil section has
no gqualifications in Geography. H2
has not offered Geography as a
subiect even for his Matriculation
examination or the S. S. C. examina-
tion. Hon. Members may ask why h2
was appointed to this post. He was

Economics, Indian History

Ctlossaries of Technical Terms

recruited as a superintendent of
translat on to work in the Official
Language section and not in the
Publication section. The Head of the
Official Language Department trans-
farred him to the Edueational
Publications rection and asked him
to do this work much against his
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wish. That is not all. The superin-
tendent in charge of Economics and
Indian History has no qualifications
whatsoever in these two subjects. He
was also transferred from the Official
Lan-uage section to the Publications
section.

g, ®n. 7.25

Qrsmnid 93
(o STEGLD IYESSFaIT)
(The Presiding Member)

Mr. Speaker will now take the
Chair.

MG 9. BEE»OLEY dum Qrrumewm
oo DewsY WHMIDDS Feinsnad da.

asaips S ok, fafsburb TS
21 G0 s e & Hodlas 5l BrisGa, FUTBTUST el
s61 & eventn &NIEE @)1acr.

[Whereupon MR. M. SIVASITHAMPARAM
left the Chair, and MR. SPEAKER took the
Chair.]

Py B Scar.

(8w @réers)

(Mr. Ratnam)

As a result of these mischievous
activities on the part of the Head of
the Official Language Department
the Tamil division of the Publication
section is in a mess.

The prices of Tamil books were
fixed at prices higher than Sinhala
books. For example, the Sinhala
translation of the book, “ The Wonder
That Was India” is sold at Rs. 15
whereas the Tamil translation of this
book is sold at Rs. 27.50.

1 shall now deal with the esti-
mates. There is Apportionment
No. 2 at page K50 of the Estimates,
1965-66, “ Publications in the official
language ”. Even the description of
the apportionment is a misnomer—
it should be “ Publications in the
national languages”, not *official
language”. This has been pointed
out even in earlier Budget Debates
by hon. Members of my party.

1965 esed @8 9
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Then I pass on to Apportionment
No. 3, “ Publications connected with
the use of Tamil for certain pres-
cribed purposes”. So far notning
has been prescribed. No one knows
where, how and when these purposes
were prescribed. However, we shall
see what the cadre is.

There are one Assistant Commis-
sioner and two “other staff ™
namely, two translators. This Assist-
ant Commissioner is supposed to be
in charge of this section—I refer to
Apportionment No. 3—but in actual
practice he is not in charge of it. This
provision has been made in order to
give the impression to the people of
Ceylon that there is an Assistant
Commissioner in charge of “ publi-
cations connected with the use of
Tamil for certain prescribed pur-
poses”. There is no Assistant Com-
missioner in charge of this section. I
think the hon. Parliamentary Secre-
tary can verify it from the Head of
that department.

The “other staff” refers to two
translators. Both these translators
are not working in this section ; one
of them is in the Publications section.
Now, Sir, the curious position is this.
When other departments ask for
translations of official terms and
documents from the Official Lan-
guage Department, they promptly
reply that there is a shortage ot staft
and that they cannot comply with
their request. One Assistant Com-
missioner and one translator have no
work in this section, yet the depart-
ment sends a stock reply that they
cannot comply with the request for
translations made by other depart-
ments because the department itself
is short of staff. As a result of this
what has happened ? In certain
departments the word “ department ”
has been translated as pahuthi, ilaha
and thinaikalam. There is no co-
ordination.

g. o 7.30

It is not because we are petty-
minded that we point out matters
like this, but because we fael that
the development, the standard and
the style of the Tamil language are at
stake. It is, therefore, our duty to
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point out the defects in the Official
Language Department. If you want
to improve this department the
Tamil section should be separated
and there must be an officer who has
some interest in the Tamil language
to organize this department, so that
there may not be any complaints

from the Tamil-speaking people of
this Island.

Before I conclude my remarks, I
must thank the present Minister of
Justice who has already taken the
necessary steps to remedy the short-
comings and to remove the discrimi-
nation that had been indicted on the
Tamils in the Official Language
Department up to the formation of
the National Government.

SBwommd Do,

(B usQsry.)

(Mr. Jayakody)
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(Mr. M. Sivasithamparam—Udupoiddi)

Mr. Chairman, I listened with
interest to the speech of the hon.
Member for Domp= (Mr. F. R. Dias
Bandaranaike) while I occupisd the
Chair for a short time.
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The hon. Member for Dompe did
make some very useful suggestions
in regard to the reform of the judi-
cial system and procedurss, but when
he came to ride his hobbyhorse, the
question of language, one was really
sorry to see that, after so many years
during which time this problem has
been with us and to which successive
Governments had tried in various
ways to find a solution, the hon. Mem-
ber for Dompe should at last have
spoken in this House in terms of one
language and one nation. That, I
think, was disappointing, particu-
larly in view of the general good
feeling that is today prevailing in the
country and the general desire to
settle this problem. I shall come
back to that in a little while.

I want to make a few comments on
the suggestions made by the hon.
Member for Dompe that the Ministry
of Justice should from time to time
examinz the laws that are already in
our statute books, some of which are
archaic, some of which are not suited
to modern times and some of which
were introduced by the last Govern-
ment and which we strenuously
opposed.

The House will remember that
when the last Government introduced
the Criminal Law (Special Provi-
sions) Act, we, who were on the
other side of the House, strenuously
opposed the provisions of that Act as
being a very serious infringement of
the liberty of the subject in this
country. I think the United National
Party and various other groups in
the Opposition at that time—I
believe, including the L. S. S. P—
took serious objection to the inroads
that were being made by that Act
into the liberty of the subject.

I think it is only fair that we should
now look into the provisions of this
particular Act and see whsther it
should be allowed to continu= on the
statute book or see what provisiong
~f this Act should be allowad to con-
tinu~ and what nrovisions should not
be allowed to continue.
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We must be honest. As we
opposed, waile in the Opposition, for
very good and cogent reasons, the
passing of this Act, now that we are
in the seats of power, we should
examine and see whether any provi-
sion of this Act should be allowed to
continue in the statute book or not

That is one aspect of the matter.

The other is this. There are a
number of Acts of Parliament which
today are archaic. Take, for example,
the Maintenance Ordinance. The
maximum award that a magistrate
can make to an applicant in a main-
tenance case is Rs. 100, whatever the
income of the defendant may be. I
know of cases where the husband has
an income of Rs. 1,000 or even
Rs. 2,000 and has been sued for main-
tenance. Even in such cases the
maximum award that the court can
make is Rs. 100. Now, Sir, there may
be something to say for the fixing of
this maximum in former times but
one can hardly say that it has any
relation to the present times. This
is a matter that the Minister of Jus-
tice must look into. The amount of
the award must certainly be raised.

Then there is the question of fidei
commissum. I think the law of fidei
commissum is a very complicated one.
There are decisions and decisions,
one going against the other. In fact,
I know the case of an eminent
Queen’s Counsel who bought a pro-
perty only to find later that it was
subject to a fidei commissum. I might
mention his name—the late Mr. R. L.
Pereira. An eminent legal authority
in this country buys a piece of pro-
perty, having examined the title
deeds, only to find later that the pro-
perty is subject to a fidei commissum.
That discovery was made after the
lapse of many years. That is
because there are so many d=cisions
on this question of law. It is time
that the Minister of Justice asked
some authority to look into this
matter and frame some enactment
which would state clearly what the
law of fidei commissum is.
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That, Sir, is a recurring problem, a
matter that aifects a large number of
land-owners in this couairy. L think
that tnese are matters that the Hon,
Minister of Justice must keep in mind.
As the hon. Member for Dompe (Mr.
F. R. Dias Bandaranaike) very rightly
pointed out, one of the functions of
the Hon. Minister of Justice must be
to keep constantly under review the
statute law of our country; to look
into the decisions of the Supreme
Court and see how they affect pro-
party relations and other matters, and
advise the Government to frame ne-
cessary legislation to catch up with
modern times.

Similarly, there is this very com-
plicated question that is engaging the
attention of the Supreme Court,
namely, the power to appoint tribu-
nals. If, indeed, the decision in regard
to bribery tribunals should be adop-
ted in the case of all types of tribu-
nals, including labour tribunals, then
I think it is a sad situation that we
ars going to face in this country ; if
tribunals of the type of labour tribu-
nals should also have to be appointed
by ‘the Judicial Service Commission,
then indeed the very advances that
we have made in workmen’s compen-
sation legislation over the past few
years will come to nought, if some
provision is not very quickly made in
order to see that tribunals
of the nature of labour tri-
bunals, workmen’s compensation
tribunals and so on do func-
tion without having to be ap-
pointed by the Judicial Service Com-
mission. I think these are matters that
the Hon. Minister must constantly
keep in view in order to bring our
legislation in line with the advances
that we have made sceially and
politically.

The hon. Member for Dompe was
speaking of the ultimate objective of
this country becoming one nation
with one language. I was curious fo
know whether he would carry this
theorv of one nation and one language
to relicion also: whether he would
go further and say, one nation, one
language and one religion. No, Sir, he
would-not, because that is where the
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shoe pinches as far as the hon.
Memoer tor Dompe is concerned. He
would not take his talk of one nation
and one language to one religion
because he knows how it would attect
him personally if he takes that theory
further,

Sir, we all are for unity in this

country and there can be no two ques-
ftions aoout it ; we are all anxious that
the different racial groups should live
in this country on the basis of unity,
‘but what the hon. Member for Dompe
suggests is not unity but assimilation,
absorption of one race by the other. I
do not think that any person in the
twentieth century, knowing countries
where different races and different
language-speaking people are living
in unity on the basis of different cul-
tures being nurtured, would advocate
that. I do not think anybody in his
senses would today advocate that in
Ceylon we must have this theory of
one nation and one language.

Let us look round the countries
where there have been language
problems, where solutions have been
found, and yet after a lapse of many
years 'the problem has cropped up
because language is something very
dear, something which moves people
deeply. Look at Canada. Many years
after a solution was found to the lan-
guage problem, after the lapse of
twenty-five to thirty years, we once
again find the French-speaking people
of Canada agitating for a separate
state. That is how language affects
the people. Then look at Belgium.
After so many years of living to-
gether, having solved the language
problem bv usino the two main lan-
guages as the official languages, once
again th-~v find that the problem has
cropped up.

Therefore, if the hon. Member for
Domne thinks that he can, in a
matter of a generation or so, wipe
out the existence of the Tamil
lancuage and Tamil culture, I think
he is barking up the wrong tree. Of
course, one can excuse him becauce
we know what havpened to the
new theories he provounded in
economics and what a mess he left

1965 e o€s 9
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the country in when he was in the
last Government. We all know what
happened to the newtangled taxes he
imposed on the couniry. We all
know that. We can leave him to his
daydreaming, but I wish to say this.
To those who are interested in the
settlement of this problem, I wish to
make an appeal, a fervent appeal. 1
think that for nine long years we
have been troubled, the country has
been troubled, the people have been
troubled, by this existing problem.
Here is a chance when very large
groups, both among the minorities
and among the majority community,
have now come to a decision that this
problem must be solved on the basis
of fairplay and justice on both sides.
I think, if Members of Opposition
parties would recognize this fact,
then here is the time, the best time,
to find a solution to this problem ;
and, if they would give their helping
hand and not come out with these
theories of one nation and one
language, then I think the problem
can be solved and must be solved.

On behalf of the Tamils I wish to
say this. We have lived in this
country, we have used our language

in this country, over the last 2,500
years. We love our language as much
as you love your language. We only

want a place in the sun. We are not
asking for something that has not
been given to other people in other
lands. And once you recognize that,

we wish to assure you that we shall

not be a hindrance to the further
progress of your language, your
culture, and the country.

The problem of the public servants

is a very minor one. I am sure that
the problem of the public servants—
whether they should study Sinhala or
not—is a very minor problem which
will fall into place once the overall
solution to the language problem is
arrived at. Therefore, let us not—I
would appeal to the Opposition
part’es—create obstacles in its way.
The Government is anxious to
solve this problem. We, on behalf
of the Tamils, are extremely anxious
that there must be an end to this
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problem. In this atmosphere of a
desire on the part of both parties to
come to an agreement, if only the
Opposition parties would not make
political capital out of this issue, then
indeed a solution that is satisfactory
to both communities can be found
and must be found.

The hon. Member for Habaraduwa
(Mr. Prins Gunasekera) quoted
Section 7 of the Tamil Language
(Special Provisions) Act, and said
that after December 1960 no
regulation can be framasd under
that Act. I have also passed
through the same Law College
that my good Friend, the hon. Mam-
ber for Habaraduwa, passed through ;
if that is the interpretation he is
giving to Section 7 of that Act, I am
sorry the Law College has certainly
deteriorated after I left that institu-
tion and he came there. All that it
says, reverting back to the Official
Language Act, is that if Sinhala
cannot be replaced in certain depart-
ments of public life, then other
languages might be allowed to con-
tinue till the 31st of December 1960.
What Section 7 says is that the Tamil
Lan-uage (Special Provisions) Act
will not affect any measures that had
already been taken under the provi-
sions of the Official Language Act.

That is all that it says. Indeed, the
hon. Member for Habaraduwa made
a very special plea that Bills in this
House should be tabled in the official
language and should not be continued
to be tabled in English. Well, if this
is the interpretation that the hon.
Member is giving to an English
statute I do not know in what state
we are all going to be if Bills in this
House are presented in the official
language and interpretations are
continued to be given by hon. Mem-
bers like the hon. Member for
Habaraduwa. There is no difficulty
at all in bringing thoce regulations.

As I stated earlier, we are very
anxious that this problem should be
solved. We are not for the continu-
ance of English. The hon. Member
for Habaraduwa made theaceusation
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that we ask in English for a place for
Tamil. We do that for the very
simple reason that they can under-
stand. We do not come here and
make speeches to hit the headlines in
the newspapers or for some reason
like that. We make speeches in the
hope that we will be able to persuade
Members of the Opposition of the
justice of our point of view. That is
why we choose to speak in English.
They can listen and understand and
thereby come over to our point of
view. That is the only reason why
we continue to make our speeches in
English.

Indeed, the hon. Member {or
Dompe and others also speak in
English for the very same reason. It
may be, in the case of the hon. Mem-
ber for Dompe, that he is not
proficient in the official language
and for that reason speaks in Enslish.
We, on the other hand, can quite well
make our speeches in Tamil, but we
deliberately choose to make them in
English so that those who disagree
with us can understand what we say,
and in the hope that they will come
over to our point of view.

We are not for the continuance of
English. We are for the replacement
of English by Sinhala and Tamil. _

As I stated earlier, we have lived
in this country for 2,500 years. We
have talked our language. We
cherish our language as much as you
cherish your language. What we are
askins is for a place in the sun.
Once that is granted, we assure you
that, as we have lived in the past as
brothers on a basis of equality, we
shall continue to live as brothers and
work for the development of this
country.

T wish to tell the hon. Member for
Dompe, if he thinks that every ot}uer
pol:tical ery of his party has.falled
and this is the only cry that i~ left,
that people who used this cry in the
past have come to a very sad end, an
end which T would not wish my worst
enemy, to come to, indeed, an end
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which I would not wish my good
Friend the hon. Member for Dompe
to come to.

Therefore, 1 say in all earnestness,
here is the chance, the last chance
in all probability, to solve this
problem on the basis of friendship

~and fairplay. Let this problem be

lifted above party politics, and let a
solution be found that will be accep-
table to all communities, and we can
continue to live in this country as
friends.

OC B DD ¢. . 8 PowsY, O @wac
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oo, &Bnsens Ballng Hudeyrt.

Bwdlarg ulPalo eifdésiviig ; Ban@h
FHBag, B s penin, 13 Qeutoibur 1965.

It being 8 p.m, the Chairman left
the Chair to report Progress.
Committee report Progress; to sit

again on Monday, 13th September 1965.
DA BNGEDHE
(Furprusi geurser)
(Mr. Speaker)

Is there any Government Business
which can be taken up now ?

a& 8, 8 @b, 9l

(Qserres w. (F. oyi. GHewreuiser)

(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

I was wondering, Sir, whether we
cannot take up item 7—a Supple-
mentary Estimate, which is purely a
formal accounting matter.

221 5NED S

(Furprwsi oerser)

(Mr. Speaker)

I think, we debated this Ministry’s

Votes quite fully and we might pass
this Supplementary Estimate.

a& 8, 8 @d. @;mIA»

(Qsorrey 0. 1F. oyi. @eweuiser)

(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

It is for a supplementary sum to
increase the capital of the Tyre and
Tube Corporation, a purely formal

1965 eed @8 9

2430

TS gRMBe@R D

accounting matter. It does not
involve expenditure of any new
money at all. We had a full discus-
sion about this during the discussion
of the Industries and Fisheries Votes.

w8udm 8ec: 9&sm &

AENR cehniitn D,
(8. Qui@. Gerdsr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)
Agreed.

88gdm Y@ @& o IO
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SUPPLEMENTARY SUPPLY : MINISTRY
OF INDUSTRIES AND FISHERIES : EcoNO-
MIC DEVELOPMENT—CAPITAL
EXPENDITURE

) vedW» ewiEmnd wwmuddm Sa:
Beiraumin L1CGro e er msOsneieniLL g

Resolved :
“That a supplementary sum not
exceeding Rupess Nineteen million

(Rs. 19,000,000) be payable out of the
Consolidated Fund of Ceylon, cr any
other fund or moneys of, or at the dis-
posal of, the Government of Ceyion, or
from the proceeds of any loans nb*ained
by the Government of Ceylon, for the
service of the financial year beginning on
1st October 1964, and ending on 30th
September 1965, and that the said sum
may be expended as specified in the
Schedule hereto : —

Schedule
Rs.
Head 115—Ministry of Indus-
fries and Fisheries.
Vote No. 7—Economic Deve-
lopment—Capital Expen-
diture 19,000,000 »

—[o& 8 8 @8 g&edan]
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ad 0¥, @f. EwedAm
(Qaorrer. Ggg. oyi. guieui ser)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

I move,

“That the House do now adjourn.”
g D B0um W wuwm w€dm B,
H@ Ness0QuD p &b msQsneneTiul L .

Question put, and agreed to.

&ocs .

gy gy . uw.  8.02
waiflé@, saullergy 1965, Qesbigoum
8 gy GsBw Biomen s 5 nHE e,

1965, QeuQubui 13 eyb 9 Dbl
Broenw gp.1. 10 wenflauens §g Benausbsl

Qumm &.

Adjourned accordingly at
8.02 ..M. until 10 a.M. oOn

Monday 13th September 1965

pursuant to the Resolu ion of

the House of ‘8th September
1965.
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