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The House met at 2 p.M., MR. SPEAKER
g];‘HE Hon. S. C. Sumriey Corea] in the
air.
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ANNOUNCEMENT

gaenesS N0
GG TTEFRTI (&LPTLD

CHAIRMEN’S PANEL

DS BN

(Fumpriusi oeurser)

(Mr. Speaker)
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cd. & edecdnd TS,
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&, 8, 9. ©dd domn.

In terms of Standing Order No. 136, I
have nominated the following Members
to serve on the Chairmen’s Panel for the
current Session :

Mr. M. Izzadeen Mohamed, Q.C.
Mrs. J. P. Obeyesekere

Mr. V. Dharmalingam

Mr. T, B. Subasinghe

Mr. A. C. S. Hameed
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1067-68 2Bw smemy HBm cwtd FARSB
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@) BERe s ed|PO oéb 8. 8. @i qm
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Genodnn Om BIw wPed Bewde WO GE.
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Ordered to lie upon the Table.

(1) Three Orders made under Seqtions
5; 5(2) ; and 5 and 10 of the Village
Councils Ordinance (Cap. 257).

(2) Supplementary Estimate No. 17 of
1968-69.—[The Hon. M. D. H. Jayawar-

dena—on behalf of the Minister of Local
Government.]

smoluw O BFw P8 Bewla DO GF.
surSLg Be @Qués SLLlnILUUCLE.
Ordered to lie upon the Table,
Audited Accounts of the Rubber Con-
trol Fund for the year 1968.—[The Hon.

J. R. Jayewardene—on behalf of the Min-
ister of Agriculture and Food.]

Bmeduw @9 HAw NwWd Bewe @dm GE.
suriSLE 8 Qmés aLLlnliulLg.
Ordered to lie upon the Table,

1961 goz 6D cdem e smeznf 22 g(l) B

Doy B «derny 28m:0m G¢ axrdw. [ob
Doy Bnw.]

wme@un 99 HNIe @B HBewda WE® G2,
sunSLg B0 @Qmés sl g.

Ordered to lie upon the Table.

Medical Aid Financial Statements for
the financial years 1965-66, 1966-67 and
1967-68.—[The Hon. E. L. Senanayake.]

wwmeluw @ B B Bewlo DdéH G
gurSLg§ed (Qmas UL druiouc g.

Ordered to lie upon the Table,
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(Qsarrar &. 5. 4 Reovar—arent], HiLl
Lrser, Berdlens gyevnFFHd FaLI P S
a/THLD)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva—Minister of

Land, Irrigation and Power and Leader
of the House)

Permit me, Sir, to refer to the
passing away of Mr. B. Zahiere Lye
who was an Appointed Member of
this House in 1963 and 1964. He was
ailing for some time and passed
away on the 20th of last month at
the age of 63 years.

It was only for a brief period that
Mr. Lye represented the Malay com-
munity in this House, but his interest
in their welfare was lifelong.
For 40 years he was a member and
for 15 years the President of the
Malay Association.

He was a very keen sportsman and
represented the Malays at cricket,
football and hockey. He was also a
member of the Ceylon Board of
Control for Cricket. For 15 years he
was the President of the Malay
Cricket Club, and their pavilion and

sports grounds were the culmination
of his dreams.

By his death the Malays have been
deprived of a devoted leader, and
Ceylon has lost a keen sportsman.

On behalf of all Members of this
House, I wish to record our sincere
regret at his passing away and I
request you to direct the Clerk of
the House to convey our deepest
sympathies to the members  of the
bereaved family.

8. wuid c8 @w.
&. M. 2.4

3. 8. gCoasH ®» 8w (6296 %Y
%5202 )

(&Bcw. . 19. @emisr gar—Osrlarereal)

(Mr. T. B. Ilangaratne—Kolonnawa)
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S & 8. en»esY Pw. (Oc exne®
5IDsY OBY L)

(8. G 5. 9. GQaewwear—GCarapibry
LGB apSTIHDd YywESsar)

(Mr. P. G. B. Keuneman—Third Col-
ombo Central)

I should like to associate myself
with the remarks that have been
made on both sides of the House on
the passing away of Mr. B. Zahiere

Lye.

Though Mr. Lye was not for long
with us in this House, I had the op-
portunity of knowing him for quite
some time in connection with the
work that he did outside. He was
always very active, furthering the
interests of the Malay community
and, as stated by the hon. Members
who have spoken, he was not only a
public figure but also a very keen
sportsman and interested in the pro-'
motion of sports of all types. He was
a most cordial and genial person and
those of us who had the privilege of
knowing him certainly feel his loss
very considerably.

I should like to associate myself
with the request made that a copy of
these proceedings be sent to the rela-
tives of the late Mr. Lye.

g. . 2.09

@8, & cdrnmned Qw. (c®eocefw)

(8w i &
Q@i )

(Mr. R. G. Senanayake—Dambadeniya)
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D BN END

(&FLIT pruss el ser)

(Mr. Speaker)

I wish to associate myself with the
sentiments expressed by both sides of
the House on the death of Mr. B.
Zahiere Lye, ex-Member of Parlia-
ment. I shall request the Clerk of
the House to make a Minute of the
proceedings of the Meeting today and
send a copy thereof to the members
of the bereaved family.

IR e SO
switnssiiul L. wCErsrsser

BiLLs PRESENTED

EPGHRNYS BNS wen (Bows SRBwm)
ST oYDwum
@rrsyr pasreau  (@plCupur@eer)
wGC&Fr sr

ANURADHAPURA URBAN COUNCIL
PROVISIONS) BILL

(SPECIAL

“to provide for the constitution of an
Urban Council for an area now formin
part of the Area of Authority of the Anu-
radhapura Preservation Board, and to
make provision for matters incidental to
or connected therewith ”
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Presented by the Hon. M. D. H. Jaya-
wardena, Minister of Scientific Research
and Housing ; to be read a Second time
upon Saturday, 19th July 1969, and to be
printed.

8¢€ svede (BociRBY) B
eOu

Qardve Qi@ Quiré@our &5 (B@s5LD)
G Fr s
TELECOMMUNICATIONS (AMENDMENT) BILL
“to amend the Telecommunications

Ordinance, ”

8o em clef: dded R, mwld ™
Be€ wood @ BOB RO b 8. 8. Pl o
DEIm—DED Y D e» B2 OB BHA.

1969 ¥8 @m 19 2m» oumudhg @O®» S
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s580 Gunés
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QOwber ewssi Qserar . 5. i, G
aiger dlauiserte) Fnfulléstultg. 1969 92w
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Presented by the Hon. D. P. R. Guna-~
wardena, Minister of Industries and Fi-
sheries, on behalf of the Minister of Pub-
lic Works, Posts and Telecommunications ;
to be read a Second time upon Saturday,
19th July 1969, and to be printed.

DED Y wo DIV LW eIDun
850510600 2ws s wlsrsm
INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT BILL

“to provide for, 6 the encouragement,
promotion and development of industries
in Ceylon ; to establish a public authority
known as the Industrial Development
Board of Ceylon ; to set up an Industrial
Advisory Council and Industrial Panels ;
to provide for the establishment of an
Industrial Development Fund, and to
make provision for matters connected
therewith or incidental thereto.”

Egunydm ¢fed, ob 8. 8. el. 9e:mdidm,
RED > w, B0 @8 888
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Presented by the Hon. D. P. R. Guna-
wardena, Minister of Industries and
Fisheries ; to be read a Second time upon
Saturday, 19th July 1969, and to be
printed.

Doy wayd on OuVBCm el ¥
(ocef@m) DD WIS

Fneir cemBe UTHSTUL (985 sw) wlengm

FAUNA AND FLORA PROTECTION
(AMENDMENT) BILL

“ to amend the Fauna and Flora Protec-
tion Ordinance, and to provide for matters
connected therewith or incidental there-
to. "

8o @» cfoed oh e, &l dwuiam,
&HEs @8 w® cp@mnndosw i vn
m Sedw =DOam B8ENG @B w ©dE
P m e @ SEB,

1969 8 ©u 19 2» cum»udg ©LE® 24
Rl @pwde Ow §ihe D¢ amede
Bowa 26 C&
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Sosin  STsmES SUWEEG BLTSH
eigploney Q@aerras Gg. 2. QuUeITSET Sl
sormey swmiésiucLg. 1969 g% 19, sofls
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Presented by the Hon. J. R. Jayewar-
dene, Minister of State and Parliamentary
Secretary to the Prime Minister and
Minister of Defence & External Affairs ;

to be read a Second time upon Saturday,
19th July 1969, and to be printed.

st s Ry b,

99 PoREed IO
FOWLI g,:lm&m;
SITTINGS OF THE HOUSE
ab 8. 8. ¢ 8D
(Qzorrey &. (&. 19- Aeveur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
I move,
“ That this House at its rising this day

do adjourn until 10 A.M. on Saturday,
19th July 1969.”
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Question put, and agreed to.

ad 8. 8. & éa(j‘F DI}

(Qserres &. 7. g Hoveur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I move,

“That notwithstanding the provisions
of Standing Order No. 8, the hours of
Sitting on Saturday, 19th July 1969, shall
be 10 a.m. to 12 NoonN; and 2 p.Mm. to
6 pM.; and at 6 .M. Mr. Speaker shall
adjourn the House without Question put. ”

g »e IQum ¥, swmuldn Pw.

@ eIBss0ULE an mstsETerartiuLL g.
Question put, and agreed to.

Doy BEAC yEImS:
TONEINDIONDeE 2D
R SEAE WCHd

Apiyflewn upPlu die): wsrGCserHus
Yerg Cusfe wHnS@ upsu &L

QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE :
REFERENCE TO ESTIMATES IN GOVERNOR-
(FENERAL’S SPEECH

g. on. 2.43
g8 OY. 8. eve8bh (w8wny
eznd)

(sor g erer. orb. QUCrrr—uon’igwirp
CorienL_)

(Dr. N. M. Perera—Yatiyantota)

Mr. Speaker, before we pass on to
the Business of the day I want to
raise a question of Privilege,

If you look at the Speech of the
Governor-General you will find some-
thing very peculiar. Hitherto it has
been the custom, when the Speech of
the Governor-General is presented to
both Houses, that reference to the
Estimates is made only to this House.
By that is understood the supremacy

of this House with regard to matters

1069 48 18

58
Déume 88Ae g« Bw
concerning revenue, taxation, and SO
on. That has been a tradition not only
in this country but in Britain as well.
For the first time there has been a
departure from that practice, and re-
ference to the Estimates being pres-
ented is made to both Houses, placing
this House on a par with the Senate
in regard to revenue matters.
Whether I like or dislike the other
place, I do not think we can agree to
a derogation of our position as the
supreme body, the body that has the

sole claim to have the Estimates
presented to it. According to the
Throne Speech it is possible for
Government to place the Estimates
even before the Senate.

It may be that this is an error. 1
do not know whose fault it is. I do
not know what remedy we have at
the p:zesent moment. I am not, there-
fore, saying that the whole Debate
is ultra the procedures of this House.

o 08, md. LR (SHds OB
8 IS adwEm on
Sodw WO BEAC G@Ber' sy @EE
ey e W)

(Qserras Gg. . gyi. Queiser—@urr
RTES YDULFFMHLD AT S QDIDFFT FLb
vrgisriyy, Qesfléloars  yeninédsr g

LT T e D& Smiflws i Su/ib)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene—Minister
of State and Parliamentary Secretary to
the Prime Minister and Minister aof
Defence & External Affairs)

The amendments too are ultra—

s Y. 8. euedsH
(sarfl@ erer. ern. QuGrom)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Not only the amendments but the
Debate itself.

I do want to urge upon you, as cus-
todian of the Piivileges of this House
to see that this sort of thing does not
happen again. That is all we can do
at the present moment. I am not plac-

ing it higher than that,
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(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake—Prime
Minister, Minister of Defence & External

Affairs and Minister of Planning & Econo-
mic Affairs)

The next time we come in we shall
correct if.

@8 Y. 8. cveddh

(sarfg erer. erib. QuUGrTr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

You can live in that hope.

Anyhow, Sir, that is a matter for
you to consider. I regret very much
that I did not have an opportunity to
discuss this matter with you earlier,
but I would like you to take it up
with the appropriate authorities and
see that it does not occur again.

DS BN DS
(FUT BTIIST cg;rsmfeseir)
(Mr. Speaker)

It is unfortunate that the hon.
Member did not give me notice of
this matter. I do not know what we
can do at this stage. I shall consider
the position and make an announce-
ment tomorrow. Copies of the Speech
have already been distributed, and it
is very difficult for me even to sug-
gest the deletion of the statement. I
shall certainly consider the matter.

TSI DMND
D 6xidmnd 8EAc B
(6O Emcs]
war CaerHuBlerm Quis :
26 Lgﬁrrm 6)961:;1"5,_,‘5

[@rewr_midb prer ]

(GOVERNOR-GENERAL’S SPEECH :
DEBATE ON THE ADDRESS

[SECOND DAY]
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Order read for resuming Adjourned
Debate on Question—[10th July.]

“ gBob guneT Bén®s 38z o« Om
Ge %O BEnS dwrews’ €08 x5 P d
Cw 58 mom ¢afedm & QB ewfdsxxd ¢§8
ey WG WP -

‘gBod CRHeRB,

0 5Ec®T ® S HBe€d @RSz
8857 ey sy O eEwgd D cIREI
Bewldnm 058 &7 ACew @dmewd OB
8 RANJHO TRB =Y. g5 e» §d
s ©ém G Bug® =AeRSCo gred gd&
e emd mém 90 ¢8 WY& &3S eCw
sma @68'" [68C §RsC »ud dw]

“ Quigientn’ suBw warT GCgerSuBueised e
SrenssBnE pen Bl upsonas &pesngmbd

2 engenul (@Q&FFenll Fuoninfés CaiamBio :

“ GuoesTentowmer SEEET S(HEFPSESEHG, LUTTTEs
smmser MapsHu Woemss el Ulo 8 Ssdn

waTms stllsg CgrLens ol S5

sl 2EESGaITEMTEY BT TS Feplowsd
Gl

GILWEGGT WTGYL eTingl SaUG SenSL Gl Glwe

Qasfdlsms Canen B@mid, SIHEET

o m Quels®ea@mn’ ”  [e@u uaia AUID E&Lﬁ]

“ That this House do present the follow-
ing Address to His Excellency the
Governor-General in reply to his Speech :

¢May it please Your Excellency,

We, the Members of the House of Rep-
resentatives, thank Your Excellency for
the Speech with which you have been
pleased to open Parliament. We assure
Your Excellency that we shall give our
attention to all matters placed before us’”
[Mr. Falil Abdul Caffoor].

sl e € smBga Wé» ¢
ey WBam@h e7@sBwbns G uipg.
Question again proposed.

D BNGDDE

(Furprust gyeuraser)

(Mr. Speaker)

There are a number of amendments.
to be proposed, The first two amend-
ments are in the name of the Federal
Party. I take it that these amend-
meiits will be moved one by one;
each Member is entitled to speak only
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once. I hope all hon. Members will
remember that. I should like to re-
quest hon. Members to co-operate
with me and keep to the time allotted
to them by their Whip.

Hon. Members need not read out
their amendments. They can refer
to the numbers relating to their res-
pective amendments. They will be
prirted in HANSARD.

&. &y, 247

T. ¢SENEH® Swm (DR
ST )

(8. a. o r gefmai—eu” (e
Carl e )

(Mr. A. Amirthalingam—Vaddukkod-

dai)

Mr. Speaker, I rise to move the two
amendments, notice of which has
been given, on behalf of my party.
Before I do so, I wish to extend the
traditional courtesy of congratulating
the genial and soft-spoken Mover and
the new Member who seconded the

Motion, and who made his maiden
speech on the Floor of this House in
seconding the Address of Thanks to

His Excellency the
General.

Mr. Speaker, I think it is nothing
but fitting that the first shot in this
final encounter between the Govern-
ment and the Opposition on the eve
of going before the people, should be
fired by our party if not for whose
co-operation this National Govern-
ment may never have come into
existence. It is in a way tragic, but
at the same time it shows the real
state of affairs in this country in the
relationship between the majority

community and the Tamil-speaking
minority, which, I say, has deterio-

rated during the last four years or
more. In fact, the very first Throne
Speech of this Government in 1965
had this in its second paragraph. His
Excellency said :

“My Government, in the_execution of

its policies, will be fair to ali, ‘irrespective
of race, community or religion, and will

Governor-

62
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Rights at all times.—

BEotect |+ Ravorr, 9th April, 1965, Vol. 60

[OFFICIAL REPORT,
GO

The second Throne Speech of 1966
repeated it in a slightly different way.

His Excellency said in 1966 :

“My Government, in the execution.of
its policies, has achieved national un}ty
and maintained the objectives of justice
and fairplay to all, irrespective of race,
community or religion.— [OFFICIAL REPORT,
8th July, 1966 ; Vol. 67 c. 32

In fact, this same thing was
repeated in 1967. But, as if to give
notice to everybody in this country
that this Government does not intepd
to do justice, does not intend to main-
tain national unity and maintain the
objectives of justice and fairplay to
all, this sentence is omitted from the
Governor-General’s Speech this year.
It may be said that this was an acci-
dental omission like the one the hon.
Member for Yatiyantota (Dr. N. M.
Perera) pointed out a little while ago,
but I know this is definitely a true
reflection of what this Government
have been doing in the recent past
and what they intend doing before
they face their masters, the voters.

WL s,

(Bm. Gaerwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

Naughty boy !

gEDEsT 0O D

(Bm. ol gfmsid)

(Mr. Amirthalingam)

I was very much struck by this
significant omission from the Gover-
nor-General’s Speech on this occasion,
and I should say that after the depar-
ture of my party from the ranks of
Government their actions and their
attitudes have proved that they no
longer intend carrying out their
policies to mete out justice and fair-
play to all, irrespective of race
community or religion. ’

Mr. Speaker, it will be my task this
afternoon to show this House the way
in° .'which this Government has bheen
riding roughshod over the minorities,
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racial and religious, during the past
few months. Before that, Sir, I wish
to say that this Government is no
longer entitled to call itself “ a Natio-
nal Government” because the party
which represents the largest section
of the Tamil people in this country
has ceased to have any confidence In
this Government and has been made
to quit its ranks. I say that the dis-
criminatory actions of this Govern-
ment have made us quit its ranks.

My mind travels back to the First
Throne Speech of this Government
and the subsequent Debate on the
Address of Thanks, when the whole
theme of Opposition speakers, the
whole burden of their song, was the
alliance between our party and the
U. N. P. We have not forgotten the
reference to masalawade, the refer-
ence to gingelly oil, and all those
things which were trotted out on that
occasion. I suppose those are all now
forgotten. Maybe, as has happened
in the past in this country, our hon.
Friends on that side may come out
withk such slogans as they did after
we defeated them in the Division on
the Debate on the Throne Speech of
April 1960. These things only show
how little the leaders of this country,
the people who set themselves up as
leaders of the people of this country,
care for principles or policies, to what
extent they are prepared to say any-
thing that will for the moment bring
them a few votes and put them in the
seats of power.

As far as we are concerned, we are
/] not here competing with anyone for
power. My party does not go before
the country asking to be returned to
pewer. My party does not go to the
electorate with any programme ask-
ing the people to return us to power.
No. The Opposition as well as the
Government party may call upon the
voters of the majority community to
return them to Parliament to rule this
country. We ask our people time
after time to return us to Parliament
only to fight for their rights, the rights
Whlqh are denied to our community
and it is towards that end that all our

BB ewfdENd BEde Bew

actions have been directed whether
we were on the Government side or

in the Opposition.

I say that if we were after power,
if we were hankering after office, if
we were desirous of getting a few
portfolios, we had a golden oppor-
tunity in March 1960 as well as in
March 1965, but we refused. The elec-
ted Members of our party refused to
accept office. On the contrary, we
asked that certain of the rights of the
Tamil-speaking people in this country
be restored to them.

My hon. Friends on the other side
may ask me, “Then how did Mr.
Tiruchelvam become a member of the
Cabinet ?” Because none of the
elected members of our party were
willing to accept office and because
we wanted a member of our party to
be in charge of the portfolio which
will be entrusted with the task of pre-
paring the District Councils Bill on
which we were keen, we agreed to
Mr. Tiruchelvam being appointed to
the Senate and being given the port-
folio of Local Government.

The moment it became clear that
we were only being taken for a ride
Mr. Tiruchelvam did not hesitate to
throw away that portfolio and get
back to where he rightly belonged, to
work for the rights of our people.

Mr. Speaker, one of the first things
that this Government did in furthe-
rance of its policy of justice and fair-
play to all was to present the Regu-
lations under the Tamil Language
(Special Provisions) Act in January
1966. More than three years have
passed since those regulations were
adopted by this House. I ask hon.
Members opposite to tell this honour-
able House to what extent they have
translated those regulations into
practice.

The Minister of Finance is supposed
to be in charge of the implementation
of those regulations. If one goes even
to the Ministry of Finance one has to
grope one’s way to know where a
particular Minister’s office is housed
or’where a particular head of a de-
partment’s office is housed. Not even
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the name boards in the various Minis-
tries reflect the Tamil language Regu-
lations in the remotest way. Why ?
Because the Government passed the
regulations under pressure and after
that they were not interested. They
do not care what the Tamil people
feel. They are not interested in im-
plementing those Regulations ; other-
wise will it take long to have at least
the name boards in these various
offices in Tamil as well ?

We have repeatedly brought it to
the notice of the Hon. Ministers, in-
cluding the Hon. Prime Minister, but,
of course, sometimes when such
things are brought to the notice of
the Hon. Prime Minister we get the
reply, “Is that so ? I did not know. H

ey dw.

(8. Qsarwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

Surely not! e

eSEDCT 0@ .

(r@@ gy@#ﬁe@@am)

(Mr. Amirthalingam)

But even after these things are re-
peatedly brought to Lis notice nothing
happens. Perhaps the Hon. Prime
Minister is over-burdened with work
that he does not find the time to
attend to those matters, and most of
his Colleagues are not interested in
carrying out what he asks them to do
in these matters.

In fact, I am not the only hon.
Member of this House who takes this
view of what the Prime Minister says
when certain matters are brought to
his notice. I have with me the report
of a speech made on 9th October 1968
—it appears in the “ Daily Mirror ” of
that date—by the Deputy Speaker
who is yet in the ranks of the Govern-
ment. This is what he said referring
to certain misdeeds of the Minister of
Education. This is what is reported in
that paper:

“The Deputy Speaker further said that
when that was brought to the notice of
the Hon. Prime Minister at a meeting of
the Parliamentary Group, the P. M. had
expressed surprise and asked, ¢ Oh, is that
so? I do not know that’ This was the

dB cwldrnd BEAG 880¢R

usual reply the Hon. Prime Minister _had
been givli)n“i-;r to the Tamil Parliamentarians
whenever problems confronting the
Tamils were brought to his notice, he

added.”

I think even those members of the
Tamil community who are yet on that
side feel that the Hoa. Prime Minister
apart from expressing concern and
sympathy, has not kbeen able to get
his Colleagues to do anything to
alleviate the difficulties of the Tamil
people. In fact, I had occasion to
write to the Hon. Prime Minister
about the gross violation of the clause
with regard to correspondence. Tamil
people continue to get letters in Sin-
hala only which they have to take to
some baker or a half educated person
living in remote villages, and they get
completely distorted and different
translations and versions of those
letters. It was only last month that I
wrote to the Hon. Prime Minister
about a letter written in Sinhala re-
ceived by a poor labourer from a
Police office coming under his own
Ministry. That man did not know
whether he was to go to courts or to
the Police office or anywhere else.
That is the way in which the Tamil
Language Regulations are being im-
plemented even by the department
coming under the Ministry of the
Hon. Prime Minister.

Mr. Speaker, we were in fact not
satisfied with the Tamil Language
(Special Provisions) Act passed in
1958 by the late Mr. S. W. R. D. Ban-
daranaike’s Government. We ac-
cepted these regulations in order %o
ensure peace and harmony in this
country. These are the very words
of my leader, the hon. Member for
Ka}gkesanturai, on that occasion : He
said :

“The Regulations that are t ;
House fall far short of Wha?e{gze %Eg
Tlankai Thamil Arasu Kadchi, would wish
to hgv_e. They do not confer on the Tamil-
speaking people in the seven provinces
their full language rights and we feel tﬂ‘*t
action should be taken to alleviate the?r
dlfﬁcultles. But the Sinhala on‘ty‘ Aet dé
prived the Tamil-speaking peonle of their
self-respect in this country. By pavs'hl
these Regulations and thereby imblerﬁﬂll?tg
ing the Tamil Language L(Sne\;ﬁ 1
Provisions) Act, this lost self-respect ?c;

restored in some measure. Compromise
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is necessary in the working of Govern-
It is in that spirit of compromise
that we welcome these Regulations as a
1 measure which will restore

House will approve these Regulations, ”’—
[OFFICIAL REPORT, 8th January 1966 ; Vol.

64, c. 132.]

That is what the hon. Member for
Kankesanturai said on that occasion.
But even these regulations, unsatis-
factory as they are, the Government
has not thought it fit to implement.
Do they expect any man with self-
respect to continue supporting them ?

That is not the only matter on
which this Government has not
played fair. I do not want to speak
of broken promises or to speak in any
spirit of bitterness, but I think it is
necessary to place these facts before
the country. In fact, we chose not to
make a statement even at the time
we crossed over because we wanted
to avoid an acrimonious charge and
a counter-charge. That has not helped
anyone but it has become necessary
that a certain lot of facts have to be
placed before the country so that the
people may judge.

The other question which has
caused the greatest amount of heart-
burning to the Tamil-speaking pecple
is the question of the public servants.
This is what the TUnited National
Party—I do not know whether they
believe in it any more—in their publi-
cation setting out their policy and
programme in 1964 after the Kalutara
Sessions said with regard to the pub-
lic servants: '

“Our proposals for legislation will
proceed on the following lines:

(a) provision for the medium of ins-
truction to be in the mother
tongue ;

(b) ensuring that the medium of exa-
mination in respect of all candi-
dates for the public service
should be the medium in which
instruction was imparted to that
candidate or in any other langu-
age, provision however being
made for the candidate to arquire
a working knowledge of the

other la’nguage after entering the
service.”

4 gmd’@zsn @535 ©eHVCW
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What is the meaning of that in
which they believed nve years ago ?
The only meaning is that they be-
lieved in a policy of requiring public
servants to acquire a knowledge of
the other language, that is,
public  servants educated in
Sinhala of the Tamil langu-
age and prblic servants educa-
ted in Tamil of the Sinhala language
after entering the Public Service.
That is what they believed in, that
is what they held out before the
people and that is what they held
out to us. But they have not had the
courage, they have not had the guts,
to implement their own policy, what
they said they believed in.

As far as the Sinhalese public ser-
vants are concerned, they dare not
ask a single public servant to acquire
a working knowledge or any know-
ledge of the Tamil language, but in
the case of the Tamil public servants
they implement not their policy but
the former Government’s policy with
all vengeance. They dismiss Tamil
public servants without any hesita-
tion. They will not dare to dismiss a
Sinhalese public servant.

In fact, I remember when the
Tamil Language Regulations were
moved in this House, the Minister of
State said : “ If these regulations are
not carried out by public servants,
we will dismiss them.” I have brought
to the notice of the Hon. Ministers
hundreds and thousands of instances
where these regulations are flouted
but not one Sinhala public servant
has been dismissed ; however, where
it concerns Tamil public servants
thousands are dismissed and they are
proud of their achievement. Why
Is it because the Tamils are a sub-
ordinate minor race in this country
over whom you can ride roughshod
and boast about it to your masters,
th(_e .Si_nhalese people ? Is that the
spirit in \yhich you are looking at it ?
Why is it that you are not daring
to do in the case of Sinhala public
servants what you are rushing to
do in the case of Tamil public ser-
vants ? Even the meagre concessions
which you gave to the Tamil public
se*vants by Treasury circulars, Nos.

700 and 701, have not been fully im-
plemented.
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In fact we brought this to the
notice of the Hon. Prime Minister,
and he asked us to put that down in
writing so that he may take suitable
action. It is more than two months
since we wrote to the Hon. Finance
Minister about this matter, but no
relief has been given as far as the
public servants are concerned though
in the matter of punishment and
penalization they have been relent-
less. That is what happens.

There are three or four ways in
which the Ministry of Finance has
not carried out what was conveyed
by Treasury circulars Nos. 700 and
701.

Old entrant public servants were
exempted from attaining proficiency
in Sinhala. It was laid dov.n that
for promotions, increments and so on,
in the case of old entrants, proficiency
in Sinhala will not be a requirement.
But what has happened in fact?
Whenever Tamil public servants are
interviewed for promotion, the first
question that is asked is about their
knowledge of the Sinhala language.
And these Tamil public servants
who were made to believe that in
terms of Treasury Circular No. 700,
they need not acquire proficiency in
Sinhala, are just knocked out. Is this
fairplay, is this justice, I ask the Hon.
Prime Minister ?

I now come to new entrant public
servants. The last Government ‘had
four examinations. Confirmation
was given at the Grade 3 level, that
is, the J.S.C. level, and thereafter
they had to pass an examination at
the S.S.C. level. That was the fourth
examination. But what is being done
today ?

This Government by Treasury
Circular No. 701 was seeking to make
it easier for Tamil public servants to
qualify at the lower level, namely,
the J.S.C. That was the standard they
had to pass. But what has been done
today is that the four examinations
of the past have been telescoped into
three. In fact at the conference we
had with the Hon. Prime Minister,
in the presence of the Hon. Minister
of Finance. it was admitted that the
four examinations had been teles-
coped into three. Thatpmeans nthe

' further hurdles

9B culdznd BERE Engw

standard of the Grade 3 examination
that they had had to pass has now
been raised instead of being lowered.
So, what has been a boon to a public
servant has been converted into a
curse by the Treasury.

In fact I raised this matter on the
Floor of this House from that side
during the Budget Debate last year.
I said on that occasion that the stan-
dard of the examination for profici-
ency in Sinhala had been unduly
raised. I do not know Sinhala and I
got the question papers translated,
and I produced them on the Floor of
the House. I brought this to the notice
of the Hon. Minister of Finance and
told him that we should gt this looked
into. He promised to get it looked
into. He is looking into some paper
seated there on that front Bench.
That is all that looking into comes
to, Mr. Speaker. That is the way we
have been treated. Those public ser-
vants who expected some relief as a
result of Treasury Circular No. 701
have, instead of getting relief, got
to clear. So much

with regard to the standard of the
examination.

Then, it was said that minor em-
ployees who do not require a know-
ledge of Sinhala for their day to day
work would be given exemption. But
what is happening in practice ? Hun-
dreds and thousands of watchers,
labourers, garden labourers and
others working in some of the
Government departments in Jaffna
have been dismissed under this Trea-
sury Circular. They have been dis-
missed. That is the way in which this
Government or the Treasury is
honouring the promises held out
under Treasury Circular No. 701.

Then, Sir, even technical officers
like doctors and others were told
that they had to qualify up to a
certain standard for scholarshins and
other purposes, but non-qualification
would not be a bar. But last vear the
Treasury _sought to re-enforce the
bar even in the case of doctors Qoinc;
out on scholarships. So it has'beeg

a case of gradually going ba
everything. Eo58 hack o
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I do not blame the Hon. Prime
Minister for all these ‘ghings because
he may not be aware till matters are
brought to his notice, but it has becn
a case of some official or other try-
ing to go back on promises made,
and the Government being unable 1o
stop the damage that is done.

As far as public servants are
concerned today, not just one or two
but a few hundreds or thousands
have been dismissed. Is that some-
thing to be proud of ? It may be said
that it was we who asked them not
to study Sinhala. Yes, till 1965 we
asked these public servants not to
as a matter of resist-
ance, but after that we thought
justice would be done, and with the
issue of the new Treasury circulars
we advised them to study Sinhala.
Some of these minor employees and
others who thought that iny terms of
these Treasury circulars they were
exempted, are now being dismissed.
There are among them some who
were given exemption earlier.

In fact, even during the last
Government certain minor employ-
ees in schools and education offices
in the Northern and Eastern Provin-
ces, garden labourers and sick-room

attendants in hostels and training
colleges,

were given letters of
appointment without any stipulation
with regard to language proficiency,
but last year under this National
Government the Permanent Secre-
tary to the Ministry of Education im-
posed this new language condition
even on those minor employees; a
number of them have been deprived
of increments and in the case of
some of them even confirmations
earlier granted have been cancelled.
No wonder a Government which is
doing this does not dare to say
through the mouth of His Excellency
that they will do justice and fair
play by all sections of the people.

_ Now, Mr. Speaker, another
important piece of legislation which
the last Government passed was the

Bill to implement the Tndo<Ceylen

Bewnldm @535 SeTVC®
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Agreement. In terms of that agree-
ment I think nearly 40,000 persons
have been registered as citizens of
India. I ask the Hon. Prime Minister,
how many have been registered as
citizens of Ceylon ? If 40,000 have
been registered as citizens of India
on the ratio of 12:21 a certain
number should have been registered
as citizens of Ceylon. My informa-
tion is that about 300 have so far
been registered as citizens of Ceylon.
—[Interruption].

My hon. Friend from Welimada
(Mr. Percy Samaraweera) asks wiy
we are worried. We are worried be-
cause we want justice to be done to
all sections of the public. In fact the
very birth of our party took place
over the denial of citizenship rights
to the Tamil labourers in the estate
areas. That is why we are worried.
We regard them as an integral part
of the Tamil people of this country.
Therefore, we do not want them to be
Stateless for ever ; we want them to
be given citizenship it is in that
spirit that we voted for the Indo-
Ceylon Agreement (Implementa-
tion) Bill, but in practice there is
this delay. Why ? Wherever any-
thing, even in the smallest way, be-
nefits the Tamil people that is de-
layed, that is not carried out. DBut
where it is beneficial to the majority
community, where it is to the dis-
advantage of the Tamil people that
is implemented fully and immedi-
ately.

That is not all. While I am on this
subject of citizenship, I wish to men-
tion, a certain very serious hardship
under which Ceylon Tamils and
Ceylon Muslims are suffering over the
registration of deeds for lands which
they buy. The last Government
appointed a committee to go into this
matter, and that committee recom-
mended certain ways in which these
difficulties of Ceylon Tamils and Cey-
lon Muslims in the matter of proving
their citizenship to have deeds regis-
tered, can be overcome. But this
Government has not done anything
up to date to put an end to those diffi-
culties. Again, this is another in-
stance where something which is
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meant to benefit the minorities is just
ignored, put into cold-storage, into the
limbo of forgotten things. And what-
ever is of benefit to the majority com-
munity, their masters, is immediately
carried out.

I now come to another of the
matters mentioned in our amend-
ment, namely, the discrimination that
is practised in the implementation of
the development programmes of the
Government. When we, at our annual
convention this year adopted a reso-
lution making the allegation that the
Northern and Eastern Provinces have
been neglected in the matter of deve-
lopment, the “Ceylon Daily News”
wrote an editorial in which they were
at pains to quote some instances
where development programmes have
been carried out. What did they say ?
They said, “ Why, the Cement Factory
is there. The Paranthan Chemicals
Corporation is there.” These were
started long ago. The foundation
stone for the Cement Factory was
laid even before we received indepen-
dence, in the State Council days in
1946-47, when I think, Mr. Speaker,
your illustrious kinsman was Minister
of Industries in this country. The
“Ceylon Daily News” is trying to
give credit even for that Cement
Factory to this National Government.
They have to go back to what was
done 25 years ago in order to find
some instance of something done to
benefit the Northern and Eastern Pro-
vinces.

We were promised a broadcasting
station for which the Hon. Minister of
State came and laid the foundation
stone at Paranthan. Unfortunately, it
is still only a stone lying in the jungle
in Paranthan. What happened was
that thereafter that portfolio was
taken away from him by the Hon.
Prime Minister, and the foundation
stone continues to be a forlorn stone
which tells a very sad story of neglect
of the Tamil areas by this Govern-
ment.

The present Minister of Housing
came and laid the foundation stone at
Kaithady for a Siddha Ayurveda
College. That foundatign, stone lies

dm ewfSrnd B8ERe 8&gw

buried there ; nothing has come up o1
that. The Hon. Minister again, when
he was Minister of Health, came to-
Jaffna and promised a Cobalt Unit
to the Jaffna General Hospital. Even
the present Minister of Health, after
he assumed office, promised that that
would be done. He said there were
two units which were being gifted by
Canada, and one of them would be
sent to Jaffna. Now I think it has gone
to Kandy—I do not know where it
has gone. Anyhow it has not come to
Jaffna. They say that in the near
future it will not be done. They say
it will never be done.

Then the Government introduced
devaluation. When the devaluation
was introduced they increased the
guaranteed price of paddy. The
major cash crop as far as Jaffna is
concerned is onions.—[Interruption].
We know our onions. When we were
on that side we requested the Gov-
ernment to raise the guaranteed price
of onions as well because the poor
Jaffna cultivator is as much affected
by the devaluation as the paddy
grower. But the Government was
callous to that request. They did not
want to raise the price of onions be-
cause it was only benefiting the
Jaffna cultivator.—[Interruption].
Yes, the hon. Member for Dambade-
niya (Mr. R. G. Senanayake) would
have benefited, but very few others.
He is planting a lot of onions and I
do not know what else he is planting
in Trincomalee !

Everybody knows, Mr. Speaker,
that in the fishing industry the big-
gest part is played by the Northern
and Eastern Provinces. I ask the
Hon. Minister of Industries and
Fisheries, has he during his tenure
of office developed a single one of the
fisheries harbours in the North or in
the East? DMyliddy is the biggest
fishing centre. It was promised that
Myliddy harbour would be deve-
loped. Then you have Valaichchenai
in the East. Nothing has been done
ther: but in other areas harbours are
developed. We do not grudge them
that ; you have to develon harbours
In fact even recently in Negombo.—
[Interruption]. You have to start- a
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canning factory in a place where fish
is found ; otherwise how can you cai
fish ? Has a single fisheries harbour

peen developed in our areas 2 In
fact, the Hon. Minister will recall

that when he came to my electorate—

DN BN

(FurprusT /@I &6 )

(Mr. Speaker)

How much longer will you take ?

a8EEY 0@ .

(B . tqﬁﬁ(ﬁsﬁ?ﬁ&m)

(Mr. Amirthalingam)

I will take about an hour.

D BN DD

(FumpTUsST Sl &or)

(Mr. Speaker)

I do not mind, for it will be taken
from the time allotted to your party.

eSEDE 0@ e,
(8. cgy.'ﬂffrseﬁhﬁlaub)
(Mr. Amirthalingam)
All right.

DS BN SN

(&um‘tb'mumi' JaulT T )

(Mr. Speaker)

That is what is always said.

eS8y a® @,
(8. oA gellmsin)
(Mr. Amirthalingam)

We always keep to our word un-
like others.

y - DN BNGDDS
(FLIT FrST Qe &er)
(Mr. Speaker)

If that were so the speech should
have been finished in 50 minutes.

g8EEY o V.

(8w opbi seilmsid)

(Mr. Amirthalingam)

As I stated we will stick to the
24 hours allotted to us. Ours is a
team, not individuals.

Bewldr 0535 eIC® 76
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Mr. Speaker, with regard to
industrial development there have
been 2 number of industrial projects
which have been started with foreign
aid during the last four to five years.
But, of course, foreign aid never
travels north of Vavuniya or east of
Valachchenai because somehow or
other they refuse to move northwards
or eastwards. Except for harking
back to what was done 20 years ago,
they are unable to say anything.
Why ? Even the present Throne
Spesch refers to the completion of
Stage I of the Galle Harbour Deve-
lopment Scheme in the course of the
year. In the very first Throne
Spech of this Government a promise
was made that the Galle Habour and
the Kankesanturai Harbour would be
developed. The Government has not
even made a start on the develop-
ment of the Kankesanturai Harbour.
Even the simple economics of the
project should have taught them that
if they are interested in the economic
development of this country they
should develop the Kankesanturai
Harbour.

I appeal to the Hon. Minister of
Nationalized Services, who I think is
still able to rise above communalism
and for whom I still have some
regard, to see that the Kankesanturai
Harbour is developed—at least that a
start is made immediately. They may
lay a foundation stone, but let it not
be like the foundation stone at
Paranthan for a broadcasting station.
Let it be a foundation stone on which
the work on the harbour will begin.

In fact, if the Xankesanturai
Harbour is developed, on every bag
of cement there will be a saving of
Rs. 2.50. Clinker which is transported
by rail to Galle can then be trans-
ported by sea. Fuel, gypsum and such
pther things which are being
imported and transported by land
can b landed at the Kankesanturai
Harbour.

I say it is pure communal bias
which has prevented the implement-
ation of the promise held out in the
first'Throne Speech in regard to the
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development of the Kankesanturai
Harbour. In this year’s Throne
Speech there is a proud reference to
the completion of the work on the
development of the Galle Harbour,
but there is not even a passing
reference to the Kankesanturai
Harbour.

Mr. Speaker, not only you who are
known for your fair-mindedness, but
all right-thinking persons in this
country will now admit that, as far
as the Northern and Eastern Pro-
vinces are concerned, in the matter
of economic development it has been
nothing but a tale of sad neglect on
the part of the Government.

It is so even in the matter of
employment. I ask the Hon. Prime
Minister this. Every year people are
recruited to the police force and to
the armed services. Will he table the
figures with regard to the number of
Tamils who have been recruited to
the police force and the armed ser-
vices during the last four years and
the number of Sinhala people who
have been recruited to the police
force and the armed services during
that time ? One will find that the
number of Tamils recruited to these
two services can be counted on one’s
fingers, whereas thousands of Sinhala
people have been recruited to these
two services. There is a definite
policy of discrimination—a policy of
keeping out Tamils from the police
force and the armed services. The
Hon. Prime Minister may not be res-
ponsible for this. He may not be
looking into who is recruited and who
is selected. But that is what is
happening in practice. The fact that
the Prime Minister may not be aware
of this does not help us in the least
because we suffer whether he is
aware of it or not.

In fact, things have gone so far that
it is happening even in the case of
unemployed graduates. There is un-
employment among educated youth
all over the country including the
Tamil areas. This year the Depart-
ment of Agrarian Services sent two
casual clerks to Jaffna. Who were
they ? They were unemployed
graduates from the Vidyalankara and

dB ewlbznd BEAG SBcw

Vidyodaya Universities. Two un-
employed graduates from those two
universities were sent to Jaffna to
worr as casual cierks, and the
graduates of Jaffna who were un-
employed went on a hunger strike
asking for employment. 1 am not
saying that the graduates from the
Sinhala-speaking areas should not be
given employment. The Government
must find avenues of employment for
all unemployed graduates. But when
you want two casual clerks in
Jaffna, to recruit two unemployed
graduates as I have mentioned and
send them to Jaffna is carrying it a
bit too far. This is what our experi-
ence has been during the last few
years.

I now come to another Ministry
which has been the biggest offender
in this respect, namely, the Ministry
of Education. The Ministry of
Education is notorious. The Hon.
Minister of Education is, of course,
noted for putting his foot into every-
thing.—[Interruption]. With us it is
not just a case of putting his foot in
but it is a case of a deliberate attempt
to destroy us. Education has been
the only industry of the Tamils in
this country for a very long time.
We have built up—maybe with the
assistance at certain stages of foreign

missionaries—a network of very
efficient and very good schools. The
Hon. Minister’s policy has only

resulted in lowering the standard of
a number of these schools by indis-
criminate transfers of graduates,
science teachers, and so on. He is
deliberately indulging in a policy of
denying appointments of teachers to
us. He goes round the country say-
ing that there are not enough science
teachers to teach in the Sinhala
medium. He told us, “ You find
Tamil graduates who are qualified in
Sinhz_ﬂa S. S. C,, and I will give them
appointments in the Sinhala schools.”
The hon. Member for Trincomalee
(Mr. Manickarajah) gave the Hon.
Minister one such name and that
young man concerned applied for

post. T_he hon. Deputy Speaker alsg
gave him one such name and he
said, “I will get him appointed. "
Now though it is some months or
years since those names were giveﬁ
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no appointments have yet been
given. The Hon. Minister does not
want to give any appointments to
Tamil graduates even though they
can teach in Sinhala. In spite of the
fact that there is a shortage of
graduates to teach science subjects
in the Sinhala medium he does not
want to appoint Tamils to the vacant

posts.

That is not all. I shall now come
to the latest stunt of the Hon.
Minister of Education. He wants to
be able to go and tell the Sinhala
Buddhists that he has succeeded
whereas the last Government and

| everybody else had failed in starting

schools in the North—

Sinhala
Buddhist schools for the

Sinhala

1 Tamil Hindus.

Mr. Speaker, there has been a lot
of grossly distorted propaganda
carried on by the press of this
country on this issue. say the
biggest offender in this respect has
been the “Ceylon Daily News”.
The moment something happens
they go and interview some man in
robes ; they give all publicity to that
as if he is the last word on every-
thing. They have been responsible
not a little for whipping up unneces-
sary bitterness and feeling over this
schools issue. What is the position ?
Educated young men belonging to
the so-called depressed class who
were without jobs wanted to get
teaching jobs. They got hold of
somebody here and went and started
some schools calling them Buddhist
schools thinking that through the
good offices of the A.C.B.C. and
some other organizations here they
may be able to get them recognized,
evéen though the starting of new
schools for children between the
ages of 5 and 14 is against the law.
It is contrary to Act No. 8 of 1961,
contrary to the Assisted Schools and
Training Colleges (Supplementary
Provisions) Act. Even then they
start those schools. They start them
as Tamil schools, and carry them on
as Tamil schools. After this
Government came in, a report was
called for. The Director of Educa-
tion, Jaffna, sent a report. In that

Bewldm 0575 deFAC®
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report he states that there are
enough Tamil schools in the vicinity.

Within a quarter of a mile of most
of these schools there are schools—

schools run by minority Tamil
teachers. The headmasters are
minority Tamils themselves.

Then what does the Minister of
Education do ? He sends an officer
from here, one Mr. Kulatunge. He
goes there in 1966. He goes there
and tells them, “ Since there are
Tamil schools right round, these
schools cannot be recognized if they
are to be Tamil schools. If you can
make them Sinhalese schools there is
a chance of registering them and
giving you appointments. »edn fact
when we made representations to
the Hon. Prime Minister, he called
for a report from the Ministry of
Education and he was good enough
to send a reply to me in reply to our
telegram of protest.

After Mr. Kulatunge’s visit the
first time, some society there had
asked that those children be taught
in Sinhala® Who these people in the
society are nobody knows. Acting on
that, they wait till we get out of the
Government and the Hon. Minister
hurriedly issues instructions that
those schools be taken over as-
Sinhalese schools. The Hon. Minis-
ter’s original order was that those
schools should be taken over as
Sinhala Kanishta Vidyalayas. I now
say that that was an illegal order
which no Minister with any educa-
tion would have made.

Then we interviewed the Hon.
Prime Minister and at that confer-
ence we pointed out the law to the
Hon. Frime Minister and asked him in
the presence of the Director-General
of Education, “Is there a single re-
quest from the parents that the
medium should be Sinhala ?” At that
conference the Director-General of

Education searched all over the file
and finally produced a letter from
some society where they had asked
that those children be taught Sinhala,
Buddhism. Tamil and English. That
is all that that letter said.
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Our interview with the Hon. Prime
Minister was on the 20th of May. On
the 22nd Mr. Kulatunge hurries back
to Jaffna with forms printed in
Colombo : the forms do not leave any
room for any option to be exercised;
the forms merely say in Tamil, “I
want my child to be taught in the
Sinhala medium.” Those forms are
distributed by the so-called Tamil-
Buddhist Congress and signatures
obtained. I have already written to
the Hon. Prime Minister in reply to
his communication to me. I am sure
if they check up they will find that
half those signatures from alleged
parents are not from parents. So Mr.
Kulatunge has gone back again this
week to check up and see that the
correct persons sign in the correct

place so that they.may pursue this
policy of destroying the Tamil people.

The prime mover in this matter is
an employee of the Education Depart-
ment, one David, and he is the man
who has witnessed the so-called sig-
natures of the parents. This David
himself is not a Buddhist. I think the
very name suggests that he must be
a Christian or a Catholic or some-
thing. He is expecting a service ex-
tension from the Ministry of Educa-
tion for doing this dirty work.
And that is the policy that the Hon.
Minister of Education is pursuing in
his effort to divide and destroy the
Tamil people. I say that this Govern-
ment is pursuing a very dangerous
policy. The Hon. Prime Minister
knows that the Government accepted
at the time of the discussion of the
White Paper on Education, the policy
of the mother tongue being the
medium of instruction for children.

a6 DRE o sHNGD

(Qaorres Lt afl Creypriiss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

No, it was not accepted. It was
suggested as a compromise formula
but it was not accepted. You know
that very well.

BB cwddznd BEIC S

88T a® .

(8@ b gelmstd)

(Mr. Amirthalingam)

The Hon. Prime Minister accepted
that formula.

wé RRE ol NG

(Qaorres L ofl CFepruss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

1 accepted, but the Parliamentary
Group turned it down.

GOENCT 0O .

(8. o i gellmats)

(Mr. Amirthalingam)

The Parliamentary Group never
turned it down, Hon Prime Minister.
The Parliamentary Group never
turned it down.

o ARE o NN

(Qserras 1 ofl Crenpruss)
(The Hon Dudley Senanayake)

Not that clause.

$OENET0® e,

(Sap. opfi gellmsid)

(Mr. Amirthalingam)

No. The opposition was from the
hon. Member for Jaffna (Mr. Pon-
nambalam) over some other clauses,
debate continued into the night. I
say in all earnestness that the Parlia-
mentary Group never turned it down.

@& WRE e snsNe

(Qaorrar L ofl Creypruiss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

That is incorrect. I say with all the
emphasis at my command that it was
not accepted by the Cabinet or the

Parliamentary Group. It was ac-
cepted by me.

GSENCH 0® @cwn.

(8. o sellmsis)

(Mr. Amirthalingam)

If the Hon. Prime Minister had ac-
cepted it, is_he going back again on
that ? Are you, Mr. Prime Minister
going back on that ? ’

ad; DRAC o s
(Qzermrey 1 1 of @&i@)frgmuéga;)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
I am not a dictator.,
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(& Ceyu?ff‘;z;sﬁm';r&m)
(Mr. Amirthalingam)
Yes, you are not a dictator. That
means you bow to every whim and
fancy of the majority—

ad RRE ot NBNED
(Qeerra Lt el @&@;ﬁmﬂé&')

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
No.

g@EDCsT0® .

(8. o Bi gedlmaLb)

(Mr. Amirthalingam)
__even if it is to the detriment of the
minority.

ad D6 o NBNGD

(Qworrar Lt ofl Cr@priiss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
These are not whims and fancies.

qz@gzn@fsi‘m@ ¢,

(8. %L&ﬁ'ﬁﬁ@:ﬁfﬁﬁ)

(Mr. Amirthalingam)

These are, Mr. Prime Minister. We
stood by you. We came to your res-
cue at the time, thinking that you
would do justice to us. Of course, the
majority, the steamroller majority of
the Sinhalese, were at you to bring
it down.

You came and told us at the
Kalmunai sessions.—[Interruption].
I am not giving way, Mr. Prime
Minister. Please let me finish my
speech. - -

ad VRE o sNNwED

(Qserroy Lt ofl Caepriiss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

An absolutely incorrect statement.

GBENCT @ .
(8. opbi gelmsin)
(Mr. Amirthalingam)
In fact the White Paper said that

the medium of instruction would be
the mother tongue.

aé VE otd M BNG
(Qaorres i ofl Carenpriiss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

Yes.

dB culdrnd BEAg 8gw

fﬁ@a}fﬁ@ﬁf@&@ &ea.

(& B gedESLD)

(Mr. Amirthalingam)

Then theie was a compromj_se
formula in so far as the Muslims
were concerned. The compromise
formula suggested was to enable the
Muslims to choose the medium. In
fact, Mr Prime Minister, you will
remember that we had not one con-
ference but several conferences with
you and the Hon. Minister of Educa-
tion on this matter.

@aé DDE o NBNGH

(Qasarral Lt el Ga:@;mrmé;s)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

I will talk about all the conferences
when I speak—this and many more.

cSENEBT 0O e

(B opbi gollmsn)

(Mr. Amirthalingam)

If the Hon. Prime Minister wants
to go back on that also, let him do
so. We have unfortunately had in
this country not one Prime Minister
but several Prime Ministers who
went back on what they promised.

cam@sy Swa.

(5lop. Qzerner)

(Mr. Keuneman)

Up to now you have not said what
he promised. You said he has bro-
ken promises. We do not know what
promises he has broken.

GOENET 0@ .

(8. i gellmsin)

(Mr. Amirthalingam)

I do not know what the hon. Third
Member for Colombo Central (Mr.
Keuneman) is soliloquizing about.

Now, the medium of instruction, I
say, is something vital and funda-
mental to the very existence of the
Tamil people in this country, and I
am sure when I say this I voice the
sentiments of every Tamil Member in
this House, including my Friends who
are yet on the other side; this is a
fundamental thing to the very exist-
ence of the Tamil people. And if
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any attempt is made under any pre-
text whatsoever to try to change the
medium of instruction—by oftering
jobs, by offering little bits of exten-
sions to some under-privileged com-
munity, and so on—if any attempt is
made to drive a wedge between the
Tamil community, we say, in fairness
to our posterity, we will have to re-
sist it with all our might. I hope the
Hon. Prime Minister will not let him-
self be made the instrument for the
pursuit of such a policy.

Now, Mr. Speaker, it was in the
face of this situation that we had to
decide that we could no longer con-
tinue in partnership with our friends
of the United National Party. Can
anyone blame us for taking that de-
cision ? In fact, if at all anyone
blames us it must be for continuing
to support them so long. We still be-
lieve in the goodness of the Hon.
Prime Minister and in his capacity as
Prime Minister to carry out what he
says he will carry out, but unfor-
tunately he has to bow to the majo-
rity. I think, Mr. Speaker, cons-
cience is more important, the cons-
cience of a gentleman is more im-
portant than the majority, as the
Hon. Prime Minister told us at our
convention at Kalmunai, “I am not
giving my word. Once I give my
word I will keep it even if I have
to quit the position I hold.”

Q& RDC o BNBNGD

(Qserras L ofl Creypriuss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

Is that what I told you about
Distriet Councils ?

&BEDET 0O .
(FLIr Frsi 9JeuT &6 )
(Mr. Amirthalingam)

I shall come to that.

As I said, we do not want this
Debate to degenerate into a sort of
dogfight or into throwing acrimoni-
ous remarks at each other, but I have
to say these things about the activi-
ties of the Hon. Minister of Educa-
tion because they are doing the great-
est damage to the Tamil-speaking
people of this country.

86
B0 cwldmnd 8¢ EEcw

I also have to say a few words on
the question of the university. I am
sure the Hon. Prime Minister will
agree that, shortly after the forma-
tion of this Government, 18 Mem-
bers signed a request. All Tamil-
speaking Members of the Northern
and Eastern Provinces—excepting
the three Members of the Tamil Con-
gress—including the hon. Member for
Kalkudah (Mr. Devanayagam) of
the U.N.P. the hon. Member for
Nintavur (Mr. Mustapha), the hon.
Second Member for Mutur (Mr. A.
L. Abdul Majeed) of the S.L.F.P,
and the hon. Second Member for
Batticaloa (Mr. Latiff Sinnalebbe) of
the U.N.P., signed a request demand-
ing the establishment of a Tamil Uni-
versity at Trincomalee. Then there
was also a request for a Hindu Uni-
versity signed by the three Members
of the Tamil Congress.

Shortly after the District Councils
proposal fell through we requested
the Prime Minister at least to expe-
dite the establishment of the univer-
sity. He said, “it will not be a Tamil
University. I agree to the establish-
ment of a university at Trincomalee.”
He told us that we were free to tell
this to the working committee of our
party, that the blue-print would be
prepared, that the university would
start functioning after provision was
made in the 1969 Budget, and that
they might hope or expect the uni-
versity to start functioning in October
this year. Maybe various other forces
have been at work, or the N.C.H.E.
may be sleeping over it, because that
again has proved to be a wvery
deceptive mirage.

ol € 9PREN% S (ed)
(B .
F1DP)
(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene—Panadura)
Not even a foundation stone ?

Qavened (VT QUIT 5 GT—LIT G [

88EMEBT 0@ .

(ﬂ-'uﬂ‘,ﬁfm_rﬁn" QJUT &G )

(Mr. Amirthalinsam)

Not even a foundation stone.

We do not seek to put the res
We : on-
sibility for all these things onpthe
Crovernment or on any individual.
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We say that this is the result of the
present political setup,—that is what
my party believes—in which in this
country the numerical majority, the
Sinhalese, are made the rulers. As
the Hon. Prime Minister said, he, as
a democrat, has to bow to the wishes
of the majority, that is, the Sinhala
racial majority, and he has aban-
doned the wishes or the steps taken
for the benefit of the minority. That
is what has happened.

That is why we of the Federal
Party from the inception of this Cons-
titution have been demanding that
the present Constitution should be re-
placed by a federal form of govern-
ment under which the Tamil speaking
people can rule themselves, the
Sinhala people can rule themselves,
and we can have a federal unit.

@8, & o Mrhaw .

(8. 2. . Compruss)
(Mr. R, G. Senanayake)
What did you say ?

¢@EmEsY 0@ .

(,@@ g,yﬂrigeﬁhﬁazh)

(Mr. Amirthalingam)

Why do you not plant your onions
and come back tomorrow ?

Now, a lot of mischievous propa-
ganda has been carried on about this
policy of our party. The very name of
our party is being misinterpreted.
The name of our party is Ilangai
Tamil Arasu Kadchi, and if it is trans-
lated it means the Ceylon Tamil State
Party. Like the U.S.A. where there
are several States, like the Indian
Union which is composed of several
States, we envisage a Federal
Union which is composed of
one Tamil State or two Tamil-speak-
ing States if the Muslims in the south
of Batticaloa—[Interruption]. In fact,
the hon. Parliamentary Secretary to
the Minister of Social Services was
the one who moved that amendment
at our Trincomalee Convention in
1956 that the Muslims should have the
right to have a State of their own
in the sonth of the Eastern Provines.
The Kandyan Sinhalese ican have cne

daB ccfdmm® BERG STgw

State, the low-country Sinhalese can
have one State, and so on—a federal
union of these States is what we
envisage. One may agree with it, one
may not agree with it. But no one
can say that that is an attempt to
divide the country, no one can say
that that is an attempt to break away
any part of Ceylon and join it with
another part.

There is a lot of loose talk about
the D.M.K. and about “ We Tamils ”.
I am sorry to find even responsible
Members of Parliament indulging in
such talks. What is this D.M.K.
that they are talking about ? There
are two organizations in Ceylon
which call themselves the D.M.K. We
know the credentials and the names
and particulars of these individuals
who are behind them. I think one
is a compositor in some press some-
where ; and the other man is a man
who is living by his wits—one Tlan-
thaliyan. These are the people who
make speeches sometimes, and those
are magnified into a great bogey, and
the hon. Fair Leader of the Opposi-
tion calls upon the Hon. Prime Minis-
ter to ban the D. M. K., ban Ilanthali-
yan, and ban Anthony Muttu. And
these are the people who are going to
swallow up the mighty Sinhalese
race.

And they speak of the “ We Tamils "

movement. Where is this “We
Tamils ” movement ? I chal-
lenge any one to give even
the address of this so-called

“ We Tamils” movement. There is
no such movement. One Adithan in
South India started a movement like
that, but he himself has wound up
that movement and joined the D.M.K.
in India. He is a member of the
D. M. K. cabinet in Madras. Therefore
all this talk of D.M.K., “ We Tamils”
movement, and so on, is only calcu-
lated to rouse communalism in this
country.

The

moment we  say we
want to  safeguard ourselves,
safeguard our very existence,
we want to live as a separate

entity, and save our future gene-
rations from the ravages of people
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like the Minister of Education, we
are branded as communalists. I do
not mind being called a communalist.
I am sure the very press which hailed
my speech in 1965 as a brilliant
speech will say this is the worst
speech that any Member could have
made. I do not care for their praise
or for their damning my speech. We
are here to do our duty by our people.
It is when we realized that we could
no longer serve the genuine interests
of our people by continuing in asso-
ciation with this Government that we
decided to break away.

Federalism may not be immediately
accepted, but the late Prime Minister,
Mr. S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike, realiz-
ed that some concession has to be
made to the principle of democratic
decentralization, and he entered into
a pact with the leader of my party,
the hon. Member for Kankesanturai,
in 1957, accepting the principle of
regional councils as a half-way house,
whereby the Tamil-speaking people
in their own areas will have some
say over their own affairs, and,
similarly, the Sinhalese people in
their various areas can govern them-
selves. This same principle was
accepted by the present Fair Leader
of the Opposition who has suddenly
become very unfair to us, and the
same principle of democratic decen-
tralization by establishing District
Councils under the direction and con-
trol of the Central Government was
accepted by the present Prime
Minister. So that successive Prime
Ministers of this country have accep-
ted the principle of granting some
measure of autonomy, some measure
of decentralization, by adopting and
accepting the principle of Regional
Councils or District Councils. When
the unthinking people are roused by
frustrated and disgruntled leaders
like Mr. Hema Basnayake, when they
are roused by the mischievous
press, then everybody has to bow
down to that. When we realized the
position in which the Hon. Prime
Minister was over that issue, when he
said that he was not in a position to
proceed with it, we acquiesced in his
dropping that proposal. 1t is, T 5av, a
very sad commentary onthe pelitics

00
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of this country when leaders of the
Sinhalese community like the late
Mr. S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike, the
present hon. Leader of the Oppositicn
(Mrs. Sirimavo R. D. Bandaranaike),
and the Hon. Prime Minister are not
able to persuade their community to
agree to minimum rights being gran-
ted to the Tamil minority. It is nct
an attempt on our part in any way
to endanger the security of this
country when we agitate for our
legitimate rights. The establishment
of District Councils or even Federa-
lism will not in any way endanger
the security of this country.

The press, of course, will carry on’
all sorts of propaganda. You know,
what we should now have is a pro-
posal like the proposal of 1964, and
if such a proposal comes up I hereby
give notice to the press of this coun-
try that you cannot, after the dirty
role you have played during the last
few years in this country, expect us
ever to come to your rescue, to
stand by you when you are threaten-
ed because we find, whether the press
is owned by the Government or the
press is owned by a few monopolists,
it does not take us anywhere, it does
not help us. In fact, the private press
crushes us more by mischievous pro-
paganda because they are not respon-
sible to anyone. Merely because the
press, and certain unthinking people
and certain gentlemen in yellow
robes whom the Hon. Minister
chastised—I do not know whether he
was right or wrong, and I am not
here to pronounce judgment—object,
something that is our due is denied
to us.

Finally,K I come to the incident that
led to the resignation of Mr. Tiruchel-
vam from the office of Minister of
Local Government. I wish to read
the letter which mv leader wrote to
the Hon. Prime Minister over that
issue on the day his so-called letter,
the alleged letter to some Buddhist
priest in Seruvawila, appeared in the
Press.

adL DBE oed MmN
(Gzerrar i ofl Crerruiss)
(The Hon. Dudlev S-snanayake)
Why alleged letter ?
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(Mr. Amirthalingam)

I do not know whether that is the
correct letter. I have not seen the
letter. So, I say, “ the letter purpor_ted
to have been written by the Prime
Minister.” This is what my leader
wrote :

«19th September, 68
My dear Prime Minister,

Your letter to Ven. Mangala Dharma
Kirthi Sri Dambasare Sri Sumedhankara
Nayaka Thero published in this mormng’s
«Daily News” places the Tamil people
of Ceylon and particularly the Hindus 1n
a falge position.

As soon as the Venerable Nayaka Thero
writes to you a letter complaining that a
revered place of Hindu Worship is being
made a sacred area, you at once order the
suspension of a commission that was ap-
pointed to demarcate the Sacred Area
around Koneswaram Temple and indicate
that you propose to examine all aspects
of the matter before the appointment of a
commission.

The whole letter has made the Hindu
people very sore and made them feel that
they have no rights in this country when
a}]?;uddhist monk objects to anything they
claim.

The antiquity and importance of Kones-
waram as a place of Hindu Worship can-
not be disputed by any reasonable person.

I must, therefore, on behalf of the
Tamil people protest against the letter to
the Nayaka Thero and the attitude under-
lying that letter.”

aé IVE o sHBNGD
(Qaorres L afl CrEpruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

Please read my reply to that. Then
it will be fair.

3@EEsT0® ©wn.

(B ol gelmsin)

(Mr. Amirthalingam)

I have not got that letter. I have
not seen your reply : Let the Hon.
Prime Minister table that letter and
the letter to the priest. This letter

was written by Mr. Chelvanayakam
to the Prime Minister.

0 VREC otd NN

(Qaerrer i ofl Ca@prusgs)

(The Hon., Dudley Senanayake)

I will table that reply because the
priest’s objection had nothing tolode
with it. a
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(Mr. Amirthalingam)

I do not know about the letter
written to the priest.

o PDE ot ZNBTNRW
(Ozerres L ofl Crepruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

Please read the letter written in
reply.

eSEDET 0P .

(& B gellmsLb)

(Mr. Amirthalingam)

I have not brought that letter. Let

the Prime Minister table that letter
and the letter to the priest.

08, 8. o thznwm .
(8. 7 8- Crepruss)
(Mr. R. G. Senanayake)

What is this letter that has been
read ?

. ¢IEHET a® wn.
(B 2B sellmsid)
(Mr. Amirthalingam)
The letter written by Mr. S. J. V.

Chelvanayakam to the Prime Minis-
ter. [Interruption].

@8, & ow mznwed .

(B i 8. Cropruss)
(Mr. R. G. Senanayake)

He is a Christian.

3EHET 0@ @,
(B o gelmsib)
(Mr. Amirthalingam)

“He is the leader of the largest sec-
tion of the Tamils, who are Hindus.
We do not divide people into religious
groups. He works for and speaks on
behalf of all sections of the Tamils,
be they Hindus, Muslims or Christi-
ans, be they low caste or high caste,
lpe they in the Northern Province or
in theFastern Province or in the up-
country.
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(Bl 2. 8. Co@pruss)
(Mr. R. G. Senanayake)
But not Buddhists.

aSENETo® ©ca.

(8. ofi ellmaib)

(Mr Amirthalingam)

There are no Tamil Buddhists. That
is a figment of your imagination.

In regard to the second amend-
ment, which I move, I have not the
time to speak. Other speakers will
do so. I shall say a few words in
Tamil.
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As an amendment to the Address at the
end add the words:

“but regret—

(a) That Your Excellency’s Speech has
shown no realization,

(i) that the most important na-
tional issue facing the
country today is the tension
in the relationship between
the Sinhala Buddhist peo-
ple and the Tamil-speaking
people which is the direct
result of theipoliey of suPz
pression, OppPrEssion and.
ultimate liquidation of the

98
dd exldznd B¢ Be

Tamil-speaking people and
the minority religions pur-
sued by successive govern-
ments under the present
unitary form of govern-
ment ; and

(ii) that the democratic freedoms
of the Tamil-speaking peo-
ple can be adequately safe-
guarded only 1n an
autonomous Tamil linguis-
tic state or states within
the framework of a Federal
Union of Ceylon ;

(b) that three successive Prime Minis-

ters of this country since 1957 had
accepted the principle of demo-
cratic decentralization of the ad-
ministration of the country by
the establishment of Regional or
District Councils which policy
was firmly accepted in the four
previous throne speeches of Your
Excellency’s Government, but
Your Excellency’s Speech has
significantly omitted any refer-
ence whatever to that measure
which would have given the
people of this country a greater
participation and share in their
Government which is still being
administered under the old colo-
nial Kachcheri system ;

(¢) that Your Excellency’s Speech does

not indicate any desire on the
part of the Government to ensure
the legitimate language rights of
the Tamil-speaking people by the
full implementation of the Tamil
Language (Special Provisions)
Regulations of 1966 which is the
only way to achieve the Govern-
ment’s oft-repeated and laudable
policy of national unity ;

(d) that Your Excellency’s Speech con-

\\

4/

%)

tains no indication of any aware-
ness on the part of the Govern-
ment of the inequity of imposing
on the Tamil-speaking public ser-
vants hardships and disabilities
which their Sinhalese counter-
parts are free from, and which is
contrary to the policy laid down
in the United National Party
manifesto of 1964 that all public
servants will have to acquire a
knowledge of both national lan-
guages on a reciprocal basis,
which policy would have ensured
that all sections of the people are
served in their own language and
that all sections of the public ser-
vants enjoy equality of oppor-
tunity which is now denied to the
Tamil-speaking public servants
who are facing dismissal and de-

nial of increments and promo-
tions ;

(e). that while stating that the imple-

mentation of the Indo-Ceyl
Agreement of 1964 is ]cueingya?crE
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tively continued Your Excel-
lency’s Speech does not show any
desire on the part of the Govern-
ment to deal expeditiously with
applications of Stateless persons
for registration as Citizens of
Ceylon and grant Ceylon Citizen-
ship in proportion to the numbers
who are already registered as
Citizens of India ;

(f) that Your Excellency’s Speech does
not show any awareness on the
part of the Government of the
need to put a stop to the calcu-
lated attempt of the Ministry of
Education to deny teachers,
buildings, and facilities for edu-
cation to Tamil-speaking children

in several parts of the country

including the plantation districts,
and to cause a decline in the
standards of education in places
like Jaffna and Batticaloa and
that, though the establishment of

a full-fledged university at Trin-

comalee to meet the needs of the

Tamil-speaking people was pro-

mised, Your Excellency’s Speech

contains no proposal to fulfil this
promise ;

{g) that Your Excellency’s Speech does
not show any change of heart on
the part of the Government in its
policy of discrimination against
the Northern and Eastern Provin-
ces in the matter of agricultural
and indusirial development and
the development of fisheries har-
bours and training in the fishing
industry and that there is no re-
ference at 21l in Your Excellency’s
Speech to the development of
the_ Kankesanturai Harbour
which was promised in all throne
speeches since 1965 ;

and that this House, therefore, has no

g;)élfdgnce in Your Excellency’s Govern-

II
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As an amendment to the Address at the
end add the words :

“put regret that Your Excellency’s
Speech contains no proposals whatever
to bring down the cost of living which
has shot up as a result of the monetary
policy pursued by Your Excellency’s
Government, and that Your Excellency’s
Speech, apart from vague and general
promises, contains no clear-cut scheme
to solve the unprecedented unemploy-
ment among the educated youth of this
country which has driven some of them
to such extremes as to resort to even
actions like fasting unto death, and
therefore this House has no confidence
in Your Excellency’s Government.”

“OP DO OO VWP BDE LWDS, @B
gdme BB 9dm G

“ @ 8Qenpser <G GrissLLpans

oreor afl@y 1@ S Hwibur Quibm 5.

Question proposed, “ That those words
be there added.”

. on, 3.41
eDBDOBY ¢,

(Bp. Qaerwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

Mr. Speaker, this is the fifth and
final Throne Speech of this Govern-
ment. In the past four and a quarter
years the political complexion of the
Government has changed. Three out
of the seven parties and political
groupings that originally came to-
gether to form the so-called National
Governiment in 1965 are no longer
where they were. Two of them, the
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JVP and the Federal Party, have
changed their positions, at least
geographically if not politically.

I listened with great care and
attention to the speech on behalf of
the Federal Party introducing its
amendment. It struck me that the
Federal Party today is rather like a
character in Hindu mythology called,
if T remember right, Thirisangu, who
could not find a place either in heaven
or on earth ! He did not know where
he was. Poor man, he could not get
in anywhere. Anyway, I listened with
great care to the series of charges
made against the Hon. Prime Minis-
ter in regard to a number of promises
that he had given to the Federal
Party, but had not honoured. At the
end of an hour’s speech I was not able
to get any clear impression as to what
these promises were. If any other
hon. Member of the Federal Party
wishes to intervene he may tell us in
some completeness what these pro-
mises are, because for four and a
quarter years this is precisely what
we are trying to get somebody to
tell us. We know there were pro-
mises ; we know there were agree-
ments. Now we are told that all
these promises are broken. What
has been broken, nobody knows.
Anyway, the hon. Member for Vad-
dukkoddai (Mr. Amirthalingam)
spoke more in sorrow than in anger.
It makes us wonder whether this is
not another demonstration of the old
addage about the quarrels of lovers
being the renewal of love.

There was also another party that
formed the National Government-—
a party called the Sri Lanka Free-
dom Socialist Party, a party formed,
we were told, to maintain the purity
of the Bandaranaike principles. That
party has now merged with the
United National Party, presumably
for this purpose. {

So we have a National Government
which has four of its constituents
in it and three of its constituents
hanging around it. However, although
there have been changes in the com-
position of the Government over the
last four and quarter years, the basic

1969 & 18
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policies of the Government, with all
respect to the hon. Member for
Vaddukkoddai, have not changed.

This is seen in the fifth Throne
Speech itself. Like a meal that has
been warmed up for the fifth time, it
lacks both in taste and in substance.
So much so that even the newspapers
which traditionally support this
Government have begun to ask
publicly whether there is any point
at all in having these Throne
Speeches.

Mr. Speaker, the four and quarter
years that have passed since this
Government took office is a sufficient-
ly long time in which to judge how
far the Government’s promises and
its performances match. We have
listened in the course of these four
and a quarter years to various claims
about the varied services that the
Government was performing for the
people of this country or hoped to
perform for their benefit. We have
had various themes basic to their
policy. You remember the first
Throne Speech. The basic theme was
national unity. Of course, we do not
hear so much about it nowadays.

Now that the Federal Party has
had a divorce of convenience from
the Government, we do not hear so
much about national unity. But four
years ago this was the main theme,
the main achievement.

In fact, I vividly recall the final
words of the Hon. Prime Minister,
winding up the Debate, for the Gov-
ernment, on the first Throne Speech.
You will find it at Column 1176 of
Hansarp of 23rd April 1965. With a
fervour that was Messianic the Hon.
Prime Minister concluded with these
words :

«T ghall conclude with the hope that
I may be the instrument of bringing the
communities of Ceylon together.”—
[OrFiciAL REPORT, 23rd April 1965; Vol
60; c. 1176.]

ol RE o NG

(Qserran L ofl CFEepruss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

I repeat it. I will repeat it again.
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(B Qsaroer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

But there are very few people who
seem to accept it. The Federal Party
has just told us that even they are
not prepared to accept it.

ad ARE of sHENeD
(Qaorrar L ofl Co@pruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
It does not matter at all.

GOy .
(Blm. Qsarwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

I would like to ask the Prime
Minister what has happened to that
national unity now ? Has it gone
underground——

o PRE o HBZNGED
(Qaerrey L afl CF@ypruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
Nothing has happened.

o5y @csn.
(8lw. Qaarwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

to manifest itself
once the election is over ?

again

There was, you will recall, talk
about democracy. I do not want to
take a long time on this matter. In its
election manifesto the United
National Party said, “ We pledge to
preserve your democratic rights.” It
was a promise to the whole people.
In the first Throne Speech they spoke
about—and I quote—*“a Government
which upholds the democratic way of
life and which will lead the country
to prosperity in accordance with the
principles of democratic socialism. ”

It is not necessary to describe all
the democracy that we have had
during the last four years. It is not
necessary to mention that we had
1,100 days of a State of Emergency.
It is not necessary to mention over-
much the type of democracy—what
I would call “fourth floor demo-
cracy —experienced by Dodampe
Mudal'ah. I do not think that any-
body is unfamiliar with the type of

Bewidm 0535 SedDC®
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democracy which saw several local
government bodies dissolved arbi-
trarily and elections arbitrarily post-
poned to suit political conveniences
of the party in power. I do not think
it is necessary to mention all these
things because they are familiar to
us. We know the type of democracy
which was doled out to political
opponents.

My Friends talk about character
assassination. These are the people
who persecuted Dr. Mackie Ratwatte
until eventually the court had to ex-
press an opinion on that matter.
These were the people who repeated
slanders against the Fair Leader of

the Opposition until a Select Com-
mittee which was appointed under
the chairmanship of no less a person
than the Minister of State unani-
mously found that that was untrue.
We know the democracy that poor
old Michael Bass experienced—re-
peatedly charged and charges re-
peatedly dismissed. We know the
type of democracy in which the cars
of Members of Parliament were
burnt in the Devinuwara election and
the police are not able to find who
is responsible. We know how the
police have not been able yet to dis-
cover who was responsible for throw-
ing stones at the car of the hon.
Member for Kalutara (Mr. Chol-
mondeley Goonewardene) and in-
juring him as he was passing through
the Prime Minister’s constituency on
his way back from Kandy.

Yes, Sir, we were told about the
freedom of the press. We were told
that it was wrong to try to nationa-
lize the Lake House newspapers but
that we should start our own news-
papers if we wanted to break the
monopoly.

Many Opposition newspapers were
started, and those who talked about
democracy not only sealed these
newspapers under the Emergency but
even prohibited those papers being
transported in buses belonging to the
Ceylon Transport Board on payment.
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298¢ ) country. He has a duty to tell us

(Bln.  eowgsilure G (@) pir & S—LDS
aur&s)

(Mr. Maithripala Senanayeke—Meda-~
wachchiya)

Now their press reporters are go-

ing in government jeeps.

SOBHOBY .
(& Q@ e Loetr )
(Mr. Keuneman)

These are our experiences of
democracy. And in any case it is
now quite obvious, however much
persons on that side of the House
may speak of democracy, that there
are those among them who do not
share these opinions. I quote as my
authority no less a person than the
Hon. Prime Minister whose Govern-
ment has given us the type of demo-
cracy I just described. You remem-
ber—I trust I am correct ; I read this
in the newspapers—that after the
Kuliyapitiya conference of the
United National Party in February
this year, the Hon. Prime Minister
made a public speech. I read reports
of this in a number of newspapers
and they all seem to have carried the
same story. So, unless they were all
manufacturing a common deceit, I
presume it is something that the Hon.
Prime Minister said or is approxi-
mate to what he said.

In any case the Hon. Prime Minis-
ter has made this remark, not on one
occasion but on two occasions. Once,
some time earlier, at a public rally in
Hyde Park, Colombo, similar senti-
ments were expressed. I quote from
the “Ceylon Daily News” of
25.2.1969, a paper which does not
commonly misrepresent the Prime
Minister :

“ Certa.n people who won the election
on my personal popularity, attempted to
rule the country behind my back.”

Then he made some other remarks,
and added :

“ There were others who tried to foist

a dictatorship on the country through
me. ”’

Now, Sir, if that is so, the Hon.
Prime Minister has, as Prime Minis-
ter of this country, an obligation to

who these people are and what action
he has taken against them. To foist
a dictatorship on the country through
the Prime Minister by those around
him surely is a serious charge, SO S€
rious indeed that the Hon. Prime
Minister had twice referred to this.
We hope even in this final Throne
Speech Debate of his term of office
he will tell us who the persons are,
even if he is not prepared to reveal
the promises he gave to the Federal
Party which have now caused them
so much anguish.

ad, FDE o HNGED
(Qaorres L afl Cr@pruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

One of those gentlemen is helping
you a lot now.

o5y .

(8. Qaerwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

Who are these dastardly people ?

aé RAG o 2NBNGD
(Qzerrey iafl CHF@priss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

One of those gentlemen is helping
you a lot, with your paper also.

eBDsY .

(. Oserwar)
(Mr. Keuneman)

Who are the others ? If you are
really serious about what you say
about democracy, you should expose
the persons who are trying to estab-
lish a dictatorship in this country. I
invite the Hon. Prime Minister even
at this last stage to do so.

I should like to devote the main
part of my speech, in moving the first
amendment on behalf of the Opposi-
tion, to what is the main theme of
the current Throne Speech and what
has been a recurrent theme of all the
Throne Speeches of the past, namely,
the Government’s performance in the
field of the economy over the last four
and a quarter years,
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You will recall, Mr. Speaker, what
the United National Party told the
people about the state of the economy
and the public finances in their elec-
tion manifesto of 1965. I should like
the House to bear with me if I read
that quotation because they can com-
pare it with the situation today and
from that decide the extent to which
the Government has been able to alter
what it condemned. No doubt what
they said is very familiar to the
authors of governmental promise to
work according to the rhythm of the
universe. This is what they said :

“We shall put the country’s finances in
order.”

When I describe the country’s pre-
sent finances, please remember that.

«“ We shall put the country’s finances in
order. The SLFP-LSSP-Communist coa-
lition has left the country bankrupt. Dead
theories of 19th Century Marxism and the
mefficiency of the Government have
brought about this state of affairs.”

One might think that the authors of
the U. N. P. manifesto of 1965 were
carried away by their own eloquence.
This same promise was repeated in

even greater detail in the first Throne
Speech.

Mr. Speaker, if you are taking the
tea interval I should like to stop here
as I am coming to a new point.

D 5NN
(FLTBrust sfeuiser)

(Mr. Speaker)

There is no tea interval today. Any
hon. Member who wants tea can have
it and come back.

OO WV o NG

(Caorres i ofl Coreyprics)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

I have a bad choice between tea

and the hon. Member on his feet. I
choose tea.

Bowldm 0535 9e3DC®
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(Mr. Keuneman)

You are a wise man.

Sir, the same promises of
radical changes in the economic
fortunes of Ceylon were contained in
the first Throne Speech. I want to
read that because it is comical, be-
cause those of us who are here today
are well aware of the situation in the
country today. This is what they said
they would do 41 years ago. I quote :

« My Government is aware of the grave
economic situation which faces the coun-
try today. Shortages of imported goods,
rising prices and a depleted level of ex-
ternal assets are impeding the effective
functioning of the economy. Unemploy-
ment has reached massive proportions
while the cost of living is ever rising. My
Government intends to take resolute steps
to meet these difficulties and to set the
country on the road to progress. ”—[OFFI-
ciar. Report, 9th April 1965; Vol. 60,

c. 98].

I shall deal in a moment with the
resolute steps that were taken and
what their results have been. All I
want to do now is to remind you that
even as recently as February 1969 the
Government insisted that as far as
the economy is concerned the worst
is over, that there has been a turn fer
the better, and that a second “ Para-
kum Yugaya” has started.

Now, in the light of all the talk
about the tea crisis, please remember
what the Hon. Prime Minister said in
January 1969. You will recall that in
1969 the Hon. Prime Minister went to
London. He made a speech to the Con-
federation of British Industries. This
is what the “ Ceylon Daily News ” of
9th January 1969 reported him as
saying :

“Mr. Dudley Senanayake at a luncheon
given in his honour in London by the
Confederation of British Industries, said
that he was convinced that the worst was

over regarding Ceylon’s basic economic
situation. ”

You may think that he was
putting on a good front abroad for
the benefit of those from whom he
wanted to borrow money. But when
the Prime Minister returned to this
this country—[Interruption]. The
“Ceylon Daily News ” of 25th March
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1969—not so long ago—reported the
Prime Minister as saying this to a
conference of Government Agents:

“The Premier, Mr. Dudley Ser_lanayake,
yesterday predicted great achievements
ahead of the country in the coming years.
After the bleak years of 1966 and 1967
when the nation’s economy took a severe
beating, the country was now coming out
of the woods ”

28 0¥, owclsdH Ow. (mGeRw)

(&m. . orow. QuBrrr—aered)
(Mr. R. S. Perera—Kelaniya)
“Woodlands ” !

MY Ses.

(8. Qaariver)
(Mr. Keuneman)

And the “ Daily News ” continues :

“¢1 am speaking with great sense of
satisfaction’, Mr. Senanayake said.”

Can we be so easily satisfied as the
Prime Minister ? Even the very in-
formation given by the Government
and its agencies point to an entirely
different conclusion from the one
which the Prime Minister wants this
country to accept. You will remem-
ber, in their election manifesto, in
their first, second and third Throne
Speeches—less so in the fourth
Throne Speech and not at all in this
Speech—they referred to the ques-
tion of the cost of living. I think it
was very wise of them not to have
mentioned anything about the cost of
living in this Speech because, after
all, no one would have believed them
if they did mention anything. But
let those who believe the promises of
the U. N. P. remember what thsay
told us in their general election
manifesto :

“The United National Party will bring
down the cost of living in two ways : one,

by short-term plans, and two, by long-
term plans.”

I do not know whether they have
had short-term plans, medium-term
plans, long-term plans, or any plans
at all. All I know and everybody
know. ‘< that despite those pro-
mises, despite their “ resolute steps ”,
the cost of living is going up and up
like the Apollo spacecraft. The
cost of living index at theidimeswhen
my hon. Friends took "{Ppowwer arid
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made the promise to bring down the
cost of living by short-term plans
and long-term plans was 112.5. Aftg,r
4% years of those “ resolute steps’™,
long-term plans and short-term
plans, the cost of living index was
130.4 in June 1969. All their efforts
have resulted in the cost of living
index increasing by 18 points in four

years.

In their electionn manifesto this is
what they said:

« Never before have you paid so much
for food and clothing as you do now,
Your hard-earned money disappears 1n
no time at all.”

They were describing a situation
that existed in the period of
Mrs. Bandaranaike’s Government.
But how did the cost of living rise
under that Government? In the
period between 1960 and the end of
1964, the cost of living index rose
from 103.5 to 112.2, in other words
by 8.7 points, but my hon. Friends
have beaten that figure very
considerably. Let us not forget that
whereas under the former Govern-
ment the rise in the cost of living
was to a great extent due to the
operation of market forces, under
this Government the rise in the cost
of living has been due not only to
the operation of the market forces
but to deliberate policy decisions of
the Government. These are the
people who deliberately raised the
price of bread. These are the people
who deliberately decided to cut the
rice ration, so that people who got two
measures of rice for fifty cents have
now to pay anything between
Re. 1.10 and Re. 1.40 for two measures
of rice. These are the people who
have been promising for the last
four years to introduce price-con-
trol over articles manufactured in
this country but who have still not
done so. These are the people
who devalued the Ceylon rupee
three times. In November 1967
they devalued it by 20 per cent. ; in
May 1968, they introduced the
FEECs scheme. That was a 44 per
cent. devaluation of the rupee over
nearly 40 per cent. of our imports.
Justiaiorecently, in June 1969, they
have'increased the FEECs payment
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by another 11 per cent and thus have
made it fifty-five rupees for every
hundred rupees. In actual fact, the
situation today is that one has to
pay at least one rupee and seventy-
five cents in order to buy the same
amount of goods that one bought for
one rupee prior to November 1967.

I do not know what the Govern-
ment intends to do about the
Salaries Report. I read in the rews
papers that the Prime Minister has
said in Negombo that he is going to
do something about it. I am not
going to comment too much on that
matter but I want to ask, what is the
point of increasing the salaries when
you have already cut the value of the
rupee ? You reduced the value of
the rupee after 1967 by something like
seventy-five cents. That is the result
of the Government’s long-term and
short-term plans for bringing down
the cost of living.

They are a little more plucky about
the unemployment problem. They
do mention it. Four and a quarter
years ago they said that they were
going to take immediate action to
solve the problem. They promised to
take resolute steps to solve the prob-
lem. They said that the problem had
reached massive proportions. Those
are their own words. Even now they
promise to make a ‘“powerful
impact” on the problem. But unfor-
tunately, Sir, between 1965 and
December 1968 unemployment has
gone up and not down. Even the
number registered at the employment
exchanges has gone up. It has gone up
from 199,655 to 279,812—that is by
80,147, This is the figure at the end of
last year. It is 298,000 now. These are
their figures, not ours. You will find
them in their documents not 1 our
documents. While the number of
registrants for employment at em-
ployment exchanges is increasing the
number of those who find jobs is
getting less and less.

Look at the figures given in the
Central Bank Report for 1968 itself.
In 1964, the last year of the former
Government, 4.3 per cent..of those

.....

who were registered found jobs.”That
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is not a very great number. But in
all the years thereafter this Govern-
ment has never been able even to
touch that very low figure of 4 per
cent. In 1965, 3.6 per cent. of the
people who were registered got jobs.
In 1966, 2.9 per cent. of the people
who were registered got jobs. In
1967, 1.7 per cent. of the people who
were registered got jobs. In 1968, 2.1
per cent. of the people who were
registered got jobs.

We know that the registrants at
employment exchanges are only a
fraction of the unemployed. In
their election manifesto the UNP
said that in 1965 there were
500,000 unemployed. We all know
that one lakh of people come onto the
labour market every year. On that
basis there must be nearly 9 lakhs of
unemployed in this country today, on
your own figures, and only 2.1 per
cent. of them can hope to get jobs.
That is the situation today. The total
figure of those gainfully employed in
this country is some 3.1 million and
there are 9 lakhs of unemployed.

Over 60 per cent. of these unem-
ployed are young persons between 14
and 25 years of age. 12,000 of them
are graduates. 70,000 of them have
passed the GCE (OL) Examination.
Nearly 2 1|2 lakhs have an educa-
tional level between the 5th and 8th
standard.

The personal tragedy of these
unemployed persons, the waste, the
criminal waste, of valuable human
talent and ability that their enforced
idleness entails is impossible to
describe.

Now that the elections are near
the Government is again speaking of
making a powerful impact on the
problem of unemployment. We read
in the newspapers that this Govern-
ment is now thinking of filling 30,000
vacancies in Government depart-
ments which had not been filled in
the last two years. Is that not enough
to show how callous this Government
is on the question of unemployment ?
30,000 vacancies wunfilled! Those
vacancies were created by this
Houseijnwe passed the money to pay
the ‘salaries ; and for two years the
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Government has not even lifted a
finger to fill those vacancies. Now the
Government talks about making a
powerful impact on' the problem of
unemployment.

My hon. Friends may think that
giving a few jobs by the backdoor to
selected political favourites, pushing
persons found guilty in the attempted
coup d’etat of 1962 into high jobs,
distributing directorships in public
corporations to defeated candidates,
is solving the problem of unemploy-
ment. They will find how very mis-
taken they are before they are much
older.

Today the crisis in the export
trade, and particularly the erisis in
the tea and rubber export trade, face
this country with the possibility that
a large number of estates may have
to close down. If estates close down,
work in the Colombo factories will
become less. The spectre of even
greater unemployment is now haunt-
ing the country.

My hon. Friends think that they
can solve this problem of unemploy-
ment by distributing a few crumbs of
patronage. No, Sir! Vague and oft-
repeated and oft-broken promises
will carry little conviction on the
question of unemployment.

In point of fact the Government in
this Throne Speech has tried to paint
a pretty picture of a buoyant and
developing economy that is a direct
result of its own efforts. That is the
only meaning of the statistics in this
Throne Speech. If there ever was a
better proof of the saying that there
are lies, damned lies and statistics. it
is this Throne Speech of the Gove{'n-
ment. The Government is pinning
everything on a statement”c
of the Central Bank that in
1968 there was an 83 per cent.
increase in the Gross National
Product and a 6.1 per cent.
per capita increase as compared with
1967. Speakers who will follow me—-
notably the hon. Member for Yati-
yantota (Dr. N. M. Perera)—will
show in detail the false premises on
which these figures have been
constructed by the economic card
sharpers who are now in control of
the Certral Bank.

3——a 5010 (69/7)
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I shall confine myself to “ certain
other aspects of this so-called year of
unprecedented economic growth”
First of all, a few words about the
increase in paddy production. I have
the strongest reservations about the
methods of compiling some of the
figures concerning paddy production
and also about their accuracy. I shall
refer to this aspect in greater detail
during the Budget.

A good example of the manipula-
tion of statistics in order to create a
false impression is seen in the Throne
Speech itself. They start giving
figuies of production from the year
1965 and say that in this period paddy
production increased from 36.3
million bushels in 1965 to 64.5 million
bushels in 1968. Why do you try and
give the impression that the figure
for 1965, namely 36.5 million bushels,
was the highest point reached in
paddy production up to that time ?
Everybody knows that when you took
office at the end of 1964, in the last
year of Mrs. Bandaranaike’s Govern-
ment, paddy production was 50.4
million bushels. It was only after 1967
that you even caught up with those

. figures.

There is not much point in getting
into a battle of statistics which most
people cannot follow. It is a fact that
in Ceylon, as in all rice producing
countries of this region, there has
been an increase in paddy production
in 1968. I do not know whether the
Hon. Prime Minister claims that his
vaga vyaparaye extends all over.
Asia. But it is a fact that every
paddy producing country in Asia has
recorded an increase in production.
This is due to a number of factors—
excellent weather, the increased use
of new high-yielding paddy strains,
greater inputs and use of agro-chemi-
cals, and so on. It is difficult to say
how much of this is due to govern-
mental efforts and how much to
other causes. But of course, if a
government makes some effort there
must be some result.

The real point is that very soon
somebody will have to take account
of Fwhatioit is costing us, not merely
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in rupees but in foreign exchange, to
produce this extra paddy. My hon.
Friends must recall that 32 per cent.
of all the inputs into agriculture are
still imported. One day that sum
will have to be worked out, and then
only will we be able to say whether
we have actually saved foreign
exchange or not.

Sir, I want to ask this question. I
am sorry the Hon. Prime Minister is
not here. If your food drive is the
roaring success that you claim it is,
why do you not demonstrate this in
practice by restoring the measure of
rice that you cut from the ration in
December 1966 ?

You will recall what the Govern-
ment told us at the time the rice
ration was cut in half. We were told
that this was not done on the orders
of the World Bank as we alleged. We
were told that this was due to an
international shortage of rice. In
fact, the Throne Speech of 1967 says
so specifically. It refers to what it
calls “a serious shortage of rice in
world markets ” and it goes on to say,
“This shortage of rice compelled my
Government at the end of last year
to reduce the quantity of rice issued
on the ration.”

So you see, the only reason given
for cutting the rice ration was an
international shortage of rice. This
situation does not exist any longer.
There is no shortage of rice in the
world market today. The Govern-
ment boasts that local production
has gone up, that we are today past
two-thirds self-sufficiency. They say
they are now thinking of how to
export rice in the near future. If
all this is true, why can you not
prove it by giving back to the people
the measure of rice you cut from the
ration ? That is what we ask.

~ As regards the contribution that
industry has made to the increase in
the Gross National Product, I should
like to say something because here the
dishonesty of the Central Bank
pundits becomes very, very clear.
First of all, I want to stress that a
very large part »f theoiinereased
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values in industry that have gone to-
wards an increase in the Gross
National Product are the direct result
of public sector industrial projects,
started under Mrs. Bandaranaike’s
Government with the help of socialist
countries, coming into production and
producing at nearly full capacity and
making profits. That is the first point.
This Government has nothing to do
with that.

Secondly, the Central Bank itself
admits thai these increased values
are the result of what it calls “in-
creased coverage”. In other words,
there were a number of industrial
units existing for the last 10 or 15
years—industrial units of a small cha-
racter like beedi manufacturing—
which were not taken into the calcu-
lations earlier but, have now been
taken into the'calculation in order to
give an 8 per cent. increase in the
Gross National Produect.

In regard to the new industrialists,
some of them are enjoying tax holi-
days and nearly all of them are car-
rying on without any price control
over them. No wonder they made
profits. There was a gentleman who
boasted that by the grace of God he
had made 300 per cent. profit. I do
not know why he made God one of
his directors. But this was a boast of
his. I do not think the Almighty had
anything to do with that devil of a
profit.

The Central Bank also draws atten-
tion to two or three very important
aspects of this new increase in indus-
trial values that has been spoken
about. Firstly, it is said that most of
the growth is foreign. This is what
g}ée Central Bank itself says at page

“this survey "—

They refer to the surveys they make
of the increase in industrial values.

—“reveals that the local branches of
foreign firms imparted a high growth

ggr;sntum to the industrial sector in

Most of it was foreign. The second as-
pect is that there has been what the
CentralnBank calls “a tendency for
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small-scale firms to lose ground in
certain sectors of industry "—in other
words, a tendency for the growth of
mergers and monopolists, especially
in the mercantile capital sector. I do
not want to run over the whole gamut
of mergers. We all know them. There
is the Browns Group which 11 firms
have merged to form. There is the
Mackwoods Group with another 11
firms under N. S. O. Mendis’ direc-
tion. There is the Shaw Wallace
Group where six firms have got
together. The Rowlands Group with
six firms getting together, the Whit-
tals Group with three firms, the
Maharajah Organization with five
firms, and so on and so forth.

Sir, when the Government speaks
of a 6.1 per cent. increase in the
national product per capita, it should
tell us which sections of the nation
have got the benefit of this increase.
Can the ordinary man—the worker,
the clerk, the poor peasant—say from
his experience that he is 6.1 per cent.
better off in 1968 than he was in 19677
As T shall show you from the Central
Bank Report itself, his position has
become worse. This increase in
values, of which my Hon. Friend the
Prime Minister boasts, has benefited
a small strata of industrialists, the
recipients of the Agricultural Special
Leases, the contractors, and the spe-
culators. They have got the benefits
of this production increase.

Let this House and the country
remember that in this so-called year
of “ unprecedented economic growth”,
1968, the following experiences were
registered by the common man.

Firstly, in 1968 the index of real
wages fell by nearly 8 points, that is,
from 118.3 in 1967 to 110.8 in 1968.
Secondly, in this year of so-called
“unprecedented economic growth?”,
the registered unemployment figure
increased from 94,385 in 1967 to
101,523 in 1968, and only 2 per cent.
of them got jobs. Thirdly, in this year
of “ unprecedented economic
growth ”, as we are told}thedcustoot
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living index increased by a further
5.9 points. Why do you not say these
things too, Mr. Prime Minister ?

5
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(Mrs. Sirimavo R. D. Bandaranaike—
Attanagalla)

He is not here.
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(Mr. Keuneman)

Yes, he is not here to listen to these
things.

In this year of * unprecedented
economic growth,” when the wvaga
vyyapara reached Himalayan heights,
we imported 354,000 tons of rice.
When in 1966 the rice ration was cut
by the Government we imported
494,000 tons of rice. Half of what was
distributed to the people was cut.
Even on that basis we should only
need to import 247,000 tons of rice.
Nevertheless, after getting two-thirds
self-sufficiency under the vaga vyya-
para of the Hon. Prime Minister, we
are still importing 354,000 tons of rice
in 1968.

Some of my Friends opposite say
that this is because we eat too much
rice, even the Hon. Minister of
Education and Cultural Affairs,
before he fell ill from eating some-
thing which he should not have eaten
asked us not to eat so much rice.

I do not understand this. There
must be something wrong. When we
ate two measures of rice at fifty cents
we ate less rice, but when the ration
is cut by half and two measures cost
Re. 1.40 we tend to eat more rice. We
must be a very unique people indeed.

In this year of “ unprecedented eco-
nomic growth” we are only able to
meet over 72 per cent. of our external
commitments through our own re-
sources. That is also in the Central
Bank Report. In fact the Central Bank
Report says we “lived beyond our
means'” That very phrase is there.
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It was in this year of © unpreceden-
ted economic growth” that the tea
trade entered the gravest stage of the
crisis in which it is today. The con-
tinued decline in the export prices of
tea has lost us around Rs. 2,500
million in foreign exchange betwees
1956 and today. This is more than our
total annual revenue from all sources.
It is four times more than all the
commodity aid we have got from the
Aid Ceylon Club. It is more thas all
the foreign aid we have received from
all sources.

The catastrophic decline in tea
prices was hitherto confined mainly
to the low-country and the mid-
country teas. The deepening of this
crisis, which is one of the worst that
the tea trade has experienced since
the great depression at the end of the
1920’s, has been the decline of the
prices of up-country high quality
teas. The price drop has been as much
as two-thirds. Teas which were fetch-
ing Rs. 3 plus a pound now fetch Re. 1
plus a pound.

When my Hon. Friend talks about
the “unprecedented growth of the
economy ”’ he must not forget that
after 21 years of independence we
still depend on the tea trade for
63 per cent. of our total export earn-
ings. In fact, we used to be dependent
on three products and their sale
abroad. Twenty years ago only 40

per cent. of our export earnings came
- from tea. Now we are becoming a
nation dependent mainly on one pro-
duct which gives us 63 per cent. of
our total export earnings. Therefore,
a crisis in the tea trade is, in a very
real sense, a fundamental crisis in
Ceylon’s contemporary economy.

The reasons why the price of tea
paid to the producer continues to dec-
line while the price to the consumer
remains constant or even increases
are well known. The Government

accepts the ideas which we put
forward.

I do not believe all these theories
about a surplus in the international
market. The real difficulties “we 'are
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facing are not in regard to selling our
tea. We sold every pound we put on
the market. The real difficulty is ex-
perienced not in selling tea but in the

price.

Government policy in the face
of this crisis is one of almost total
fatalism. First they said there was
no more hope for tea ; it was best to
try and earn foreign exchange from
tourism ; and they started spending
money on utterly useless hotels. Then
they sent their officials jetting frora
one international conference 1o
another to try and get some interna-
tional commodity agreement among
producing countries, that is less and
less likely to happen. In fact, it is ex-
traordinary that when they are talk-
ing about a surplus of tea in the
world, India, where the average per
capital consumption of tea is about
two-thirds of a pound a year, has
imposed an excise duty to discourage
Indians from drinking tea. In Ceylon
the average per capita consumption is
3 pounds of tea per year. If only the
Indians encourage their people to
drink their own tea, all these stories
about surplus will disappear.

The reality of the crisis lies else-
where—in the deliberate manipula-
tion of prices of tea by a small group
of British companies, between five
and ten companies, such as James
Finlays, Brooke Bond, Harrison and
Crossfield, Liptons, and so on, who
dominate the whole of the tea
industry. They own estates, they
manage estates which they do not
own, they buy bulk and blend, they
transport the tea to the wharf, they
have their shipping agencies, they
ship the tea abroad, they are the buy-
ers abroad, and they are the retailers
abroad. So it is perfectly possible for
them at any stage of the process to
put on the screw and put the money
in their pockets. This Government
has not the ability to even make a
small break in the chain. And I want
to say that without a break in that
chain there is no hope for the tea
trade in Ceylon. In fact, the policies
of this Government are encouraging

the deepening of the crisis in the tea
trade.
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I shall give you one example. In the
early nineteen-fifties when the Prime
Minister’s father was Prime Minister
and the Prime Minister was Minister
of Agriculture, in two or three Budget
Debates I drew attention on behalf of
the Communist Party to the fact that
British tea companies had begun to
block out and sell to Ceylonese their
unprofitable tea lands. I told the
U.N.P. Government then : Please do
not allow these people to export their
capital, dividends, profits and inte-
rests, because what they are doing is
using that money to start tea planta-
tions in East Africa, in Kenya and
Uganda, and they will one day
compete with our tea and become a
threat to it. My suggestions fell on
deaf years. But is not that the case
today ?

At that time these companies in
East Africa did not produce more
than about 10 to 15 million pounds.
Now they have gone up to 90 to 100
million pounds. Of course, they are
nowhere near our level of production.
But even today this very policy is
being continued by Mr. Dudley Sena-
nayake’s Government. They have re-
pealed the moratorium which
Mrs. Bandaranaike’s Government im-
posed on the export of capital divi-
dends, interests and profits. Rs. 150
million is going to be exported very
shortly despite all the crisis they are
talking about. And what is worse,
while Ceylonese have to pay 55 per
cent. more for FEECs on books,
drugs, certain foodstuffs, and textiles,
these British companies are exempted
from paying even one cent for FEECs
in sending this Rs. 150 million out of
the country. How can they now com-
plain and say: “What can we do?
East African companies are now
competing with us.”

You will see from all this that
there is another and darker side to
the talk about a year of unpreceden-
ted growth. One aspect of this is the
mounting public debt, especially our
external debt. This House and this
country should realize that the pre-
sent Government has increasedy the
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foreign debt of this country from
Rs. 446.6 million which it was when
they took office, to Rs. 2,045.1 million
at the end of 1968. In other words,
the foreign debt of this country has
been increased five times in the last
four years. I do not know what the
position is today—I was quoting the
position at the end of 1968—but I am
aware that since January this year,
the Government has incurred further
foreign borrowings of Rs. 148 million
which brings our total foreign debt
to something like Rs. 2,200 million.

It is on this matter that I want to
illustrate the sharp practices of the
Central Bank and those who write its
report. If you look at Table 24 of
the Central Bank Report for 1968,
you will find in that Table, stated
blandly, that at the end of 1968 the
foreign debt of this country was
Rs. 1,045.4 million. But if you read
that report you will find other
amounts borrowed given at different
pages, an admission that other sums
have been borrowed which are not
included in this. I have made a note
of some of them. First of all the
Government has been getting into
foreign debt in relation to what are
called suppliers’ credits. That is to
say, borrowings by Government
departments and corporations. During
1964, the last year of the last
Government, suppliers’ credits were
only Rs. 345 million. But this
Government has increased the
suppliers’ credits up to Rs. 493.1 mil-
lion in 1968. At the same time the
Government has resorted to the curi-
ous practice well known in Sea
Street, Pettah, which has hitherto not
been the practice in public finance
in this country, that is, borrowing
money on promissory notes. This
Government has borrowed the fol-

lowing sums on promissory notes
from—

I. M. F. .. Rs. 443.1 million
I B Bl .. Rs. 38.1 million
International Deve-

lopment Bank .. Rs. 16.2 million

Asian Develop-

mentBank .. Rs. 7.6 million
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Sir, you will find these amounts
stated at different pages of the re-
port and sometimes by way of foot-
notes. A great part of the money that
has been borrowed from abroad has
been used to finance current con-
sumption. On 9th June 1969, the Hon.
Prime Minister replied a Question
asked by the hon. Member for Kolon-
nawa (Mr. Ilangaratne) with regard
to Commodity Aid obtained by our
country. The hon. Member asked,
what is the physical content of the
Commodity Aid we have received and
on what has it been spent ? The reply
was that Commodity Aid to the value
of Rs. 679,352,225 was received
between 25365 to 28.2.69. Of
this Rs. 294,413,543 repre-
sent consumable articles; flour
Rs. 230 million, textiles Rs. 30.9
million, dried fish Rs. 4.4 million,
dried chillies Rs. 1.5 million then
there is an item, milk foods, and also
various other items. What are you
doing ? You are borrowing in order
to finance current consumption.

The previous Government also
borrowed money, but they used that
money to start new industries and
other projects which created wealth,
and from that wealth they liquidated
the loans. They did not borrow
money for consumer goods and ask
the future generations to pay. That
is why we say that this Government
is mortgaging not only the country
but also the future generations in
order to keep itself in power. Do my
hon. Friends opposite know when
they talk about years of “unprece-
dented economic growth ” how much
it will cost merely to service the
foreign loans that their Government

has entered into ? In 1968, the pay-
ment for servicing foreign loans was
Rs. 91 million in foreign exchange.
This year, 1969, we have to pay Rs.
191 million in foreign exchange ; in
1970, it will be Rs. 239 million in
foreign exchange, and in 1971, we will

have to pay Rs. 245 million in order
to service our foreign loauns:
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Even after four and a quarter years
of your rule the foreign assets posi-
tion is something like Rs. 300 million.
When you came into office also it was
Rs. 300 million and then you said that
it was not sufficient to import the
food requirements of the country
even for five days. There is less today
after four years of your *unprece-
dented economic growth !

What has been going on in the
economic sphere under this Govern-
ment over the past four and a quarter
years is a step by step clearing of
the decks on the orders of the World
Bank in order to create the necessary
climate for neo-colonialist penetration
of Ceylon.

The expenditure on the rice subsidy
and on social services has been curb-
ed. The rupee has been devalued
three times. Ceylonese industry,
especially small industry, is
today with its back against the wall
with an increase on the bank rate,
with a credit squeeze and with FEECs
at Rs. 55 per Rs. 100. Tax reliefs and
concessions to the tune of Rs. 80
million were given to the capitalists
by the Gentlemen opposite.

The country should also know this.
Purchases of oil products from the
USSR have stopped, and the Shell
Company, whose business was nation-
alized by the former Government, is
once again back in the oil business in
Ceylon, working through a new com-
pany called Consolidated Petroleum,
of which it is a partner.

The effect of all this policy has been
to redistribute the national income
in favour of the capitalist class in
general, to strengthen the capitalist
market mechanism and to remove the
restrictions imposed by State control
on further imperialist exploitation.

The ground has been cleared for
foreign capital and foreign monopo-
lists to enter the Ceylon market.

The World Bank is investing
Rs. 12.5 million in Mr. Gnanam’s new

textile project. The World Bank sub-
sidiary, the DFC, which is really a


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

1256
IR AménDed 2D !

separate Central Bank in this coun-
try, is also investing money. I do not
know why it is necessary to have all
these big textile complex. We have
one in Thulhiriya, the biggest in Asia,
built in the Prime Minister’ consti-
tuency by a government that he does
not even recognize, the GDR. We have
considerable capacity in the private
sector. We have several thousands of
handlooms and powerlooms all of
which will go to the wall if this type
of development takes place. Not only
Mr. Gnanam but even the Birlas, the
Indian monopoly capitalists, are com-
ing into the market. This is the un-
precedented economic growth that
my hon. Friends boast so much about.
Is it for this that for four years you
have been preparing the ground ?

But more than anything else what
I find most reprehensible is the fact
that in the interests of preparing the
ground for nec-colonialist penetration
of this country, for carrying out the
orders of the World Bank, you are
tampering with the education of the
people of Ceylon. I am not worried
about the Minister of Education
manufacturing bricks or dropping
bricks. @ Our amendments refer to
that and it will be dealt with by other
speakers. That is the Government’s
problem. Let the Government face it
and solve it. What I am worried about
is the way in which education is being
undermined and restricted on the
orders of the World Bank.

Sir, after its preliminary survey of
education in Ceylon, the World Bank
Mission had this to say at page 2 of
its report for 1967 :

“The demands for education cannot all
be met from the resources at present
available in Ceylon, the shortage of
trained teachers being even more serious
than the shortage of money.

To give way further to expansionist
pressures would start an inflationary
process which could be reversed only
slowly and with great difficulty, especially
when there is heavy youth unemployment.

A decision to restrict expansion will call
for great political courage ; it is a decision
which must be made if the position is to
be saved.”

1969 #E 18
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That is what the World Bank told
them to do in regard to education,
and it looks as though this Govern-
ment has not only decided to adopt
but begun to operate this recommen-
dation of the World Bank.

Administration reports in some
cases have come out only in respect
of 1966-67. I am bound to rely only
on those statistics that are available
with me. I have got the 1967 statistics
in regard to education.

Let this House know that the num-
ber of teachers in each year of this
Government’s term of office has not
only been less than 130,000, for which
provision is made in the Estimates,
but has also been less than the num-
ber in 1964 itself. I am now quoting
from the Statistics Pocket Book of
Ceylon issued by the Department of
Census and Statistics. In 1964 there
were 93,789 teachers; in 1965 the
number went down to 91,981. I sup-
pose they dismissed a whole lot of
them. In 1966 there were 90,515
teachers. In 1967 there were 91,822
teachers. In fact, they never got close
to the point at which we were in 1964
as regards teachers.

Similarly, the number of schools
has remained almost constant. In
1965 there were 3,550 schools ; in 1966
there 9,560 schools ; and in 1967 there
were 9,585 schools. The school-age
population, of course, has increased
each year. This has led not only to
greater overcrowding but to a greater
number of drop-outs in education,
particularly after the 8th standard.

The position in higher education is
terrible today, especially after the
passing of the Higher Education Ack
of 1966. It has become truly chaotic.
Annual admissions to all universities
have declined since 1967, notably in
regard to Science students, although
the Government shouts from the
housetops about the need for a
greater bias in favour of Science edu-
cation.

Sir, I have the figures of admissions
in respect of all students. In 1967 the
number admitted to the Arts facul-
tiesuofazall universities was 2,831 ; in
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1968 it was 2,801 ; and in 1969 it was
9.750. The number is declining and
not increasing. Admissions of Science
students are also going down. These
are the figures:

1967 1968 1969

— — ——

Biological Science 211 183 155
Physi%:al Science 324 300 180
Agricultural Science 31 2 25
Veterinary Science 22 20 20
Dental Surgery 28 — ==

The rest of the list is like that as
well.

The only salvation for education is
a three-fold scrapping operation.
Firstly, tc scrap the Higher Educa-
tion Act ; secondly, to scrap the Min-
jster; and thirdly, to scrap the
Government.

Before I close I want to refer
briefly to the mess that this Govern-
ment has caused in the nationalized
services. I have no time to deal with
all the nationalized services. I shall
deal very briefly with one of them,
the C. T. B. Our amendment refers
to the fact that public transport
—and here we refer not only to the
C. T. B. but also to the Railway—
has come to a state of wvirtual
collapse. There are long queues, inde-
finite waits and so on.

Does this country realize that a
veritable gold-mine like the C. T. B.
has been reduced to nothing by this
Government ? In 1964, the last year of
the Coalition Government, the C.T.B.,
which had been making profits since
1962, made a profit of Rs. 12,342,316.
In the very first year of this Govern-
ment, when it appointed its defeated
candidates to manage the C. T. B, the
profit was reduced from Rs. 12
million to Rs. 1,585,884. Today in
1968-69 they are anticipating a loss of
Rs. 9 million.

In 1964 the C. T. B. had 4,162 ef-
fective buses in its fleet which re-
quired 27,000 employees to run
them. In 1969 the fleet of effective
buses has been reduced to 3,787. But
44,000 people are needed to run these
buses, that is 17,000 more employees
are needed to run 375 less buses.

4 = Sm =E,
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Although the number of buses are
less and the number of employees
more, one-third of wage payments in
the C. T. B. are on overtime.

The Auditor-General’s Report for
1967-68 makes this clear. It points
out that out of Rs. 74,101,293 paid as
wages and allowances to operations
and traffic staff, Rs. 20,144,878 was
overtime. Out of Rs. 17.7 million paid
as wages to garage and workshop
staff, Rs. 2.3 million was overtime.
The number of buses are less, the
number of employees are more and
one would think that at least they
would do their job within the
stipulated hours but one-third of the
payments are for overtime.

There is no time to mention the
appalling waste of funds on hare-
brained projects like the Oscar de
Livera Stadium, the Rs. 7 million
worth of redundant spares and
various other horrible things that
are going on. I do not want to men-
tion those things. @ The papers are
mentioning the huge -increase in
accidents including fatal accidents.
The C. T. B. is rapidly supplanting
T. B. as the biggest killer in Ceylon.

The question we want to ask is, is
all this accidental ? Surely, in any
other country if any Minister had
brought any service to even one-
fourth of the mess the C. T. B. is in,
he would have been dismissed. In
India there was a railway accident.
The Minister in charge of railways
resigned.

Here the C. T. B. buses are daily
killing people and nobody is worried
about it. The Hon. Prime Minister
has not even asked the Minister to
resign. The Hon. Minister has not
even thought of resigning. That is
why we want to know whether this
is a deliberate attempt to reduce the
C. T. B. to such a parlous state that
the public will demand that it be
given back to the private operators.

It is the same story in the Port.
When Mr, Abeygunasekera resigned,
he told the story about that went on
there. When thieves fall out, we come
to know what is happening. That is
what is being done by the Govern-
ment.
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They say they do not want to hand
back the nationalized services to
private operatiors. They are deli-
berately  ruining this national
organization. If it is not for the
purpose of handing back to private
operators, if it is not for the purpose
of helping friends and others to amass
wealth, then at least it must be for
the purpose of denigrating the very
idea of public enterprise.

Sir, I have exceeded my time and
your generosity. I apologize. There
is such a lot to say, but I trust that
what little I have said would serve
to show how great a hoax this
Government perpetrated on the
people in 1965 and how great a
hoax they are continuing to pre-
perate. Anyone can make promises,
and there are any amount of pro-
mises made by this Government.

Sir, I have pleasure on behalf of
the Opposition in moving the first
amendment that appears in my
name and in the names of many
other Members of the Opposition.
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As an amendment to the Address at the
end add the words:

Qegenude  pollgems

“pbut inasmuch as the

general—

Address, in

(a) seeks to give a false picture of
economic vitality and progress by
ignoring or slurring over realities
such as the tea crisis, repeated
devaluations of the rupee, the
credit squeeze, dwindling exter-
nal assets that are insufficient
even to service the enormous
foreign debt that this Govern-
ment has incurred, and the ever-
increasing cost of living that has
reached levels never known
before ; and

(b) indicates that Your Excellency’s
Government, far from proposing
any effective measures that can
rescue the people from the un-
bearable hardships and frustra-
tions that they experience at pre-
sent, is determined to continue

the same reactionary and disas-

GBS G058 RGBT Ndolsham Foundation1.:rc”“1_S policies of serving the
Amuug Osflaus@auinolaham.org | aavanaham.org foreign capitalists at the expense
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of the national interests and the
big Ceylonese capitalists at the
expense of the people ;

as the Address—

(1) makes no reference to the
intolerable increase 1n the
cost of living and the con-
tinued shortages in the
supply of many essential
goods, and thereby reveals
the Government’s complete
impotence in the face of the
consequences of its own
calamitous fiscal and eco-
nomic policies ;

(2) merely repeats in the most
vague and general way the
Government’s former un-
honoured promises to make
a major impact on the
problems of unemploy-
ment ;

(3) while boasting about the
achievements of the Go-
vernment’s food drive, does
not indicate any intention
by the Government to res-
tore the measure of rice
that it cut from the ration
or to provide rice meals 10
patients in hospitals, or to
reduce the cost to the cul-
tivator of fertilizers and
other agro-chemicals, seed
paddy, agricultural imple-
ments and equipment, and
tractor hire ;

(4) reveals that the Government
is determined to proceed
with its cynical attempts
to cover up by means of
the Siyawasa celebrations
the damage it has done to
education by—

(i) undermining the system of
free education ;

(ii) joepardizing the provision of
higher education in the
swabasha media ;

(iii) taking administrative mea-
sures, in addition to the
projected legal measures, to
limit rigorously the oppor-
tunities for higher educa-
tion, especially for the vast
majority of children from
poorer families ;

(iv) failing to extend the system
of free State education to
include estate schools, so
that children on estates
and in_ adjoining villages
may enjoy similar facilities
for education as are avail-
able to children in, other
parts of Ceylon ;

(v) the victimization of teachers
and the resort to bureau-
cratic Tepression against
students, instead of dealing
with the real grievances
behind the unrest among
students ; and

(vi) the reckless utterances of
the Minister of Education
and Cultural Affairs and
the insults he has djrected
against bhikkus, teachers,
students, parents and others
concerned with education ;

(5) fails to indicate that the Govern-

ment is prepared to grant an ade-
quate increase in salary to public
servants or to take steps to see
that the salaries and wages of
employees in the private sector
are also increased and the other
hardships of these employees
removed ;

(8) reveals the imperviousness of the

Government to the virtual
collapse of the public transport
services, especially the C. T. B.
and the Railway, which causes
great hardship to the people ;

(7) does not disclose any intention by

the Government to give adequate
relief to cultivators whose crops
have failed or been damaged or
destroyed as a result of natural
calamities and, in particular, the
essential relief of ceasing to con-
fiscate rice-ration coupons to
cover unpaid cultivation loans ;

(8) fails to indicate any intention by

the Government even to begin

the introduction of the Official

Language into the Courts or to

make provision for regulations to

be made for the purpose of im-

}ilementing the Official Language
Gl

(9) does not reveal that the Govern-

ment, despite the repeated mani-
festations of caste unrest in the
Northern Province, intends to
take effective legal or adminis-
trative steps to put an end to
the discrimination and disabilities
suffered by persons on grounds of
caste ; and
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(10) does not show that the Govern-
ment intends to take effective
steps to check the alarming in-
crease in crime and in bribery
and corruption over the past four
years :

this House has no confidence in Your
Excellency’s Government.”

“2Q 2O® OO VoM WE @We.” @B
g Mo BB Dd» GE

tE

? YFQlFTHaeT 2IHEG QaildELILGLOTS
oot @@ o1@SBuwibutt GLHDSI.

Question proposed, “ That those words
be there added.”

g. . b3
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(LT Brsr gyeurser)
(Mr. Speaker)

The hon. Deputy Speaker will now
take the Chair.
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Whereupon MR. SPEAKER left the Chair,
and MRgr. DEpuTY SPEAKER [MR. M. Siva-
SITHAMPARAM | took the Chair.
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(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! Mr. Speaker will
now take the Chair.
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[Whereupon MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER left
the Chair, and MR. SPEAKER took the
Chair.]
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As an amendment to the Address at the
end add the words:

“but regret that the Address does not
disclose that, even in its final year, the
Government intends to give effect to
promises and declarations that the
United National Party made to the
people in its manifesto for the General
Election in 1965, in particular :

(1) ‘We believe that the right of em-
ployment is the right of every
citizen. You know that over
500,000 are unemployed including
thousands who lost their jobs
owing to the action of the
Government. They have a right
to ask the Government to create
such conditions in the country
as Will_ increase employment
opportunities. Only rapid increase
in national wealth can create
jobs, and we promise {o see that
Government action is immedia-
tely taken to achieve this.’

(2) ‘Never before have you paid so
much for your food and clothing
as you pay now. Your hard-
earned money disappears in no
time at all. Your rupee is worth
little today. It is your money,
and you have a right, to\buy
more and live betfer;

154
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The United National Party wal
bring down the cost of living 1n
two ways: (1) by short term
plans, (2) by long term plans.

More food and clothing 1n
plenty and at cheaper prices—
the United National FParty pro-
mises to give you these essentials
of civilized living.’

(3) ‘“Own your own home” is our
message to you and we will help
you to own it.’

(4) “All our M.Ps. and Senators will
declare their assets and thel’r
sources of income every year.

(5) ‘We are in favour of granting
political rights to certain cate-
gories of Public Servants, to be
agreed on by an all party Par-
liamentary Select Committee.

(6) ‘ The gulf between the English and
Sinhalese language teachers will
be bridged, and full pension
rights given to them.’

(7) ‘There will be no persecution of
political opponents at any level.’

(8) ‘We shall continue to run the
C.T.B. and the Port Cargo Cor-
poration and the other nationa-
lized undertakings, but there
will be this big difference—the
boards and other high offices will
not be filled by friends and rela-
tions of the party.’

(9) ‘Workers’ participation in mana-
gerial functions through Workers
Councils (these committees being
selected by all workers in a
given enterprise associated with
committees of trade unions).’

and therefore this House has no confi-
dence in Your Excellency’s Government.”
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Question proposed, “ That those words
be there added.”
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with all countries in keeping with its
policy of strict non-alignment.”—[ OFFICIAL
ReporT, 10th July, 1969 ; Vol. 85, c. 28.]
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“My Government will support every
effort directed towards a just and lasting
solution to the conflicts in the Middle East
and in Vietnam. ”—[OrrFIiciAL REPORT, 10th
July, 1969 ; Vol. 85, c. 28.]
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As an amendment to the Address at the
end add the words :

“but regret that Your Excellency’s
Government has failed, in relation to
the situation in Vietnam,

(1) to demand that the U. S. Govern-

ment should stop its obstruction
and stalling at the peace talks in
Paris and agree to the complete
withdrawal from Vietnam of its
armed forces and those of its
allies and thereby leave the Viet-
namese people to determine their
future for themselves; and

(2) to indicate its willingness to recog-

nize the Democratic Republic of
Vietnam and the Provisional
Revolutionary Government re-
cently formed in the Republic of
South Vietnam, which is the only
really representative government
in that State;

and further regret the failure
of the Government to declare its
willingness to recognize fully the
Democratic Peoples Republic of
Korea or to follow the recent
exmple of several Afro-Asian
States and extend full recognition
to the German Democratic
Republic. ”
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“but, calls upon the Government to
suspend displomatic and other relations
with Israel until the Government of
Israel, as required by the Resolution of
the United Nations Security Council of
November 22, 1967, withdraws its armed
forces from the territories of the U, AL R,
Jordan and Syria, which they continue to
occupy in consequence of their aggression
of June 5th, 1967 ”
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The Amendment is as follows :
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As an amendment to the Address at
the end add the words:

“but calls upon the Government to
suspend diplomatic and other relations
with Israel until the Government of
Israel, 'as required by the Resolution of
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the United Nations Security Council of
November 22, 1967, withdraws its armed
forces from the territories of the U. A. R,
Jordan and Syria, which they continue
to occupy in consequence of their aggres-
sion of June 5th, 1967.°

20 29 MO VDY WG RS
g D wmEea Ao ct:

3 253

Ghss Qenhaen oEGs GeissluBrs 6rgnild
cil@y) eB&EILILL 5.

Question proposed, that those words be
there added.

g. on. 6.52

5. HOSH »HO S (DBOA)

(8. of. gamg&mab——maf&xrw@gmp}

(Mr. V. Navaratnam—Kayts)

Mr. Speaker, 1 rise to move the
amendment standing in my name.

The Throne Speech as well as the
speeches that we have been listening
to show that we are starting an
election campaign here.

I think the speech made by the
hon. Member for Vaddukkoddai
(Mr. Amirthalingam) illustrated
amply that we are on the eve of a
General Election, and in fact he said
so. He said he was firing the first
shot. I believe, though he did not
say so, it was the first shot against
Tamilnad. But the country knows,
this House knows, and everybody
knows that the cartridge in the gun
was really a blank cartridge : it did
not contain any pellets. It was
really a sham battle that was being
fought.

DSIBTNGED DS

(&L BaisT 9o sar)

(Mr. Speaker)

Now we will have the dumdum.

S. »EY »HE Qwn.

(Q@ . paurgeri)
(Mr. V. Navaratnam)

1 shall come to that point later.

I have moved an amendment
criticizing the Government for
certain actions the Government has
taken vis-a-vis Tamil public servants.
For the first time I think, it is this
Government which has dismissed
Tamil public servants, purporting to
act under the Official Language Act.

Even the previous Governments of

the Leader of the Opposition and of
the late Mr. S. W. R. D. Bafdaranaike

1069 &8 18
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did not resort to such drastic action
as dismissing public servants for non-
proficiency in Sinhala. 'The Federal
Party today in this House through its
mouthpiece, the hon. Member for
Vaddukkoddai, started sheding croco-
dile tears for those Tamil public
servants for the first time. But they
cannot deny the fact that the decision
to dismiss Tamil public servants on
the ground of non-proficiency in the
official language was taken whilst
they were part and parcel of the
Government party.

def, 8. SuaBNHO O,
(8 885g)

(8l@m. erow. orib. @) & Lom et & SLo—
L’ rg (mLiL)

(Mr. S. M. Rasamanickam—Paddi-

ruppu)
You were also there.

8. »é »O Sean.

(8. . povrgerid)

(Mr. V. Navaratnam)

You were in the Government
Parliamentary party. Until their
Uduvil Convention in April last the
Federal Party was part and parcel of
the Government party, and these
dismissals took place in November
1968 and January 1969.

5@ B 2O Do,
(B @i & Loirent) G SLD)
(Mr. Rasamanickam)
Under our protest.

3, W O Ox.

(D 6% [FeUT GHGTLD)

(Mr. V. Navaratnam)

The hon. Member for Vaddukkod-
dai comes here now and holds a brief
for the Tamil public servants. He
says that the Government has done
this and done that and has failed to
do this and failed to do that, and
finds fault with the Government.
Whom does he want to deceive is my
question.  Certainly he cannot
deceive the Tamil people. The
Tamil people know very well the
behaviour of the Federal Party for
the last 4} years. For 41 years there
were many steps taken against the
Taniidiopeople and yet the Federal
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Party Members condoned every cne
of them and supported most of them.

My charge against the Goverr}mem
is that they have singled out Tamil
public servants and dismissed these
public servants—two names have
been mentioned, Mr. S. P. Surendra-
nathan and Mr, K. Pathmanathan—
purporting to be implementing the
Official Language Act which is not
yet law. It is an Act which has been
impugned in the courts of law and
we have had two decisions. One
decision is of the lower court— the
original court— which held that the
Official Language Act was ultra vires
this House and therefore the Act was
bad in law. The Supreme Court has
held in a different way and the
matter is now under appeal to the
Privy Council. Until that Privy
Council appeal is disposed of the Act
is not yet law. The public servants
have a legitimate grievance when
anything prejudicial to them is done
by the Government. If they appeal
to the Government and point out
that no action prejudicial to them
should be taken by the Government
during the pendency of the appeal to
the Privy Council, it is a reasonable
attitude to take.

After all, I think, when a matter is
under appeal all action is stayed.
Those of us here who are lawyers
know that when a matter is under
appeal no execution proceeds. And
when the very validity of this Act is
oeing questioned in a court of law
and the final tribunal—the supreme
- tribunal—is yet to rule on the validity
- or otherwise of this Act, is it too
much to hope that the Government
will stay its hands until that appeal
is disposed of ? But that is not to be
so. The Government has rushed into
action and has dismissed these public
servants in terms of an Aect which is
not yet law. The public servants
have no remedy except to appeal to
the only body to which they can
appeal. Under our Constitution the
appointment control, transfer, dis-
missal, all these matters are vested
in the Public Service Commission,
and that Commission is exnected to
function impartiality in dealing with
such appeals. In fact, that hody, was

£3
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set up in order to protect public
servants from harassment or ill-
treatment by their employer, namely
the Government.

It is relevant at this stage to read
the recommendations or, rather, the
observations of the Soulbury Com-
missioners when theyl discussed this
question of establishing a Public
Service Commision. In paragraph 374
of their report, they say :

“374. The transfer to the Parliament of
Ceylen of full responsible government in
internal affairs will involve a consider-
able increase in the responsibilities of the
Public Service Commission. Hitherto, the
ultimate decision in all important cases
has rested with the Secretary of State,
and public servants have felt that they
could rely on the impartiality of an
authority so remote from local influence.
Henceforward, except in so far as the
right of the subject to petition His
Majesty is concerned, there will be no
appeal in personnel matters to any autho-
rity outside Ceylon. It will therefore be
doubly necessary that the deciding
authority in Ceylon should be immune
from accusations of partisanship.”

In other words, the Public Service
Commission, although nominees of
the Prime Minister of the day, are
evidently by virtue of their careers
in the past, by virtue of their stature,
expected to bring to bear on every
issue that is placed before them an
impartial judgment. When they are
asked to decide in a dispute between
the master and the servant it is not
for the commissioners to take sides.
It is not for them, as we are now
accustomed to think, to act as an arm
or an organ of the Government of the
day. They should not be a mere
rubber stamp of the Government. No
doubt, under the Constitution, the
P.S.C. delegates certain powers to
heads of departments and other senior
officers, and they take the decision.
But when they take a decision that is
adverse to a public servant and when
that public servant complains to the
P.S.C. that they have been preju-
diced against him, it is their duty, one
would expect, to protect the public
servant and to see that the Govern-
ment’s action was legal.

Here, the public servants concerned
pointed out to the P.S.C. that the
very Act under which the Govern-
mept was seeking to act had been
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impugned and is still sub judice and
that a final judgment had not yet

been pronounced, and, therefore, the

Government must stay its hands till
the final judgment has been pro-
nounced. Still, they received a reply
from the P.S.C. which is rather a
curious reply :

“The P. S. C. has directed me to inform
you that your appeal has been considered
by the P. S. C. and that the commission
sees no reason to intervene in this
matter. ”

That is how the P.S.C. replied.
How can the public servants con-
tinue to have any confidence in a
body like that ? They are behaving
as though they are part and parcel
of the Government. Their refusal to
intervene is tantamount to only one
thing, and that is that whatever the
Government does they have got to
stand by the Government. The public
servants cannot be blamed if in these
circumstances they say that they
have no confidence in the Govern-
ment or in the Public Service
Commission. ‘

The only reason why they have
been dismissed is that they are Tamils
and they have not been able to
acquire proficiency in a language
which they are not expected to learn
yet. There is no law which requires
them to learn that language. When
they pointed that out one would have
expected the Public Service Commis-
sion to agree and say, “ Yes, until the
Act is pronounced to be valid, action
must be stayed in the case of these
public servants.” But today we find
hundreds and thousands of public
servants being penalized, their incre-
ments being stopped, and some of
them being dismissed summarily,
purely because they happen to be
Tamils. We are yet to come across the
case of a Sinhala public servant being
dismissed for non-proficiency in the
Sinhala language. I do not think there
is a single instance that can be
pointed out.

So, Sir, can anybody blame us if
we come to the conclusion that the
Government is anti-Tamil, that the
Public Service Commission, a body
created by the Constitution and
expected to exercise ﬁ%fgﬁﬁé@ﬁg@

5—o& 5040 (69/7)
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impartially and to avoid partisanship
is also anti-Tamil because it has

failed to protect these public
servants ? :
While on this subject, I am

reminded of the very energetic
speech made by the hon. Member for
Vaddukkoddai (Mr. Amirthalingam).
There was a time when he openly
said that the Federal Party did not
ask the Tamil public servants not to
learn Sinhala. Today I am happy that
he has come out with the truth, the}t
the party did ask the Tamil public
servants not to learn Sinhala. Then
what happened after 1965 7? What
made them change their idea ? What
made them ask the Tamil public ser-
vants to study Sinhala? What
concessions had they obtained from
the Government ? Today, of course, to
salvage what is left of the Federal
Party or of their reputation, to
buttress their downward march, they
come here and make election
speeches.

Last year during the Budget Debate
I had occasion to point out the dis-
criminatory manner in which vast
sums of money received as foreign aid
for projects here had been spent. I
listed about eight or nine projects and
stated that not a single one of them
had ben sited in the Tamil areas. I
pointed out that the entire project
aid funds had been spent only on
other areas to the neglect of the
Tamil areas. One would have
expected a reply either from the
Hor:. Minister of Finance or from the
Minister of Industries and Fisheries.
But no, it was this very same
hon. Member for Vaddukkoddai (Mr.
Amirthalinam) who jumped up and
defended the Government saying that
the Government had been extremely
fair to the Tamil areas. He argued
and attacked the Member for Kayts

for having pointed that out and he
stated :

“ @55 &MiEG &6 Slan m & ey
wssms 2ldGs8 Qi Qb5 oy Ceawe) s
Bl 80w 40 @alsn esur 9558 @weleirmg. »

DT TIE & LD

6183@ 2532 D8 Qe
(‘@@ @& renflsasih )
(Mr. Rasamanickam)

am Fo ion.
anahaim%lt) 1s true.
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(Mr. V. Navaratnam)

Rs. 40 million had been set apart by
this Govenment and he went on to
talk about other projects and indus-
trial development which he said had
taken place in the Tamil areas and he
found fault with me for having
criticized the Government for dis-
criminatory treatment. 1

But today this very same hon.
Member comes here and repeats what
I said last year and finds fault with
the Government for what they had
failed to do. That is why I characte-
rize his speech as an election speech.
I do not say that there is anything
wrong in making an election speech,
but let us be honest. That is my point.
Let us be honest when we make a
speech or when we make a statement.

It is this very same Member who in
reply to me last year said this :

“ g@e) UGG ST 2em  GlETeTeI S
eSlapm® ariiuih LGB 2ieur Cua@esp &L Flemin &
.5rrg_§g),rm(3un5f 56T Bieuend  &I6oT (E,QGﬁT?,fJJT’:'IErT;LfrF
sEUMY GT@Tg SpLUEHEG CelsluGBEmar.
GuenGurps BGriamwnBur® @per) GuEumalslms
858 sgu Liiga Gus Gelsn@olos n

S G T

e GalBs Garerer allmloLEGpeir 7.

Translated freely into English, he
advised me to recollect what I had
said earlier and to stick to the truth
whenever I make a speech. On that
occasion he said to me, “ When you
make a speech, remember what you
have said earlier.” Sir, I would advise
my hon. Friend the Member for
Vaddukkoddai to take that advice
himself and to act accordingly. His
own words last year he ate today.

Today he criticized the Government.
[Interruption].

I am not blaming the Federal
Party Members for having supported
the Government for four and a quar-
ter years. [Interruption]. I am not
quarrelling with that. But when they
come here and say to the Government
that it has not done this and it has
not done that, they must remember
what they did during the last four
and a quarter years. We must remem-
ber that we were elected by the
common masses, the voters,”” wha

Berddn 8535 @eIVCE
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thought that we would be better able
to decide on the issues that come up
before this House, and take decisions,
and that we were in a better
position to foresee what things
ought to be done or ought not
be done. That 1s why they
elected us and sent us to this House.
If you allowed yourselves to be duped
or to be cheated into supporting
measures which the whole country
knew to be anti-Tamil, if you came
here and supported a measure to com-
pulsorily send out 525,000 Tamil
people—[Interruption].

aé @Y Heidewawy
(Csarrea oyms S Goul G(HaUI )
(An hon. Member)

Under what ?

3. AL DL Swn.
(Mr. V. Navaratnam)

I am referring to the Indo-Ceylon
Agreement.

aé DIE o MINGD
(Qsorran L ofl CrE@pruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
That is not compulsory.

3. DL DO Sca.
(' ft?kf) a7, pjafﬂ'r-i: QTLD )
(Mr. V. Navaratnam)

That is my view. I would like to be
left, severely alone when I am addres-
sing the Chair.

When they acquiesced in the
nationalization of the Trincomalee
Port, when they acquiesced in the
executive act of sending Sinhala
teachers to Tamil schools all over the
counfry, except probably to the
Northern Province, when they
supported the Registration of Persons
Bill knowing fully well that it was
going to be an engine of oppression
against the Tamils—Tamils and
Tamils alone—they in fact raised
their hands and voted in support of
all these measures. But today on the
eve of the next General Election they
come and attack the Government
saying that they have done this and
they have not done that; they have
carried out this promise and they
haye not carried out that promise.
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I must assure the hon, Members of
the Federal Party that the Tamil
people are quite vigilant. They are
very, very vigilant and they have

been observing our conduct in this
House and outside. You cannot
deceive people like that. Even when
the Koneswaram Temple issue was
hot you took a rather niggardly step
of pretending to be withdrawing
support to the Government, but were
in actual fact continuing to support
the Government.

And in April last, at the Uduvil
Convention, what actually compelled
you to withdraw your support ?
Nothing, except the thought that
there was an impending election and
that you would have to go to the
country and give an account of your-
selves and get back to this House. The
U. N. P. itself has to go back to the
country free of the encumbrance of
the Federal Party, if they want to
come back to this House. That is the
actual reason for the decision at
Uduvil.

Today you want to fire a blank
cartridge. Do you expect that it will
deceive anybody ? I submit, it is not
going to deceive anybody.

I have pleasure in moving the
amendment that stands in my name,
and if the Federal Party Members in
this House are true to themselves and
are serious about the maiters that
the hon. Member for Vaddukoddai
referred to, if they are really
genuinly against the Government for
its misdeeds and other failures, they
will support this amendment—
[Interruption]. Not for my sake. I
really do not want to ask anything
for my sake. If you are genuine
about the sentiments you have ex-
pressed about the Tamil public
servants, if you are sincere about the
sentiments and views that you have
expressed today about the plight of
these Tamil public servants, you will
support this amendment.

Boend R edew @
S@gsn apondl
The Amendment is as follows :
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As an amendment to the Address at the
end add the words :

“but regret that Your Excellency’s
Speech by its failure to contain any policy
statement as to why your Government
resorted to blatantly discriminative
eéxecutive action against the Tamils by
singling out for dismissal from the Public
Service Tamil public servants such as:

(1) Mr. S. P. Surendranathan, a public
servant belonging to Grade III
of the Combined Shroff Service
and attached to the Ministry of
Industries and Fisheries, whose
service was terminated by the
Deputy Secretary to the Treasury

on or about 7th November, 1968,
and

(2) Mr. K. Pathmanathan, a public
servant belonging to the General
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Clerical Service and attached to
the Office of the Irrigation
Department, whose service was
terminated by the Director of
Irrigation on or about 4th
January 1969,

although the Government was well aware
that the validity of the Official Language
Act, No. 33 of 1956, under which they
purported to act, has been impugned in
the courts of law and was still sub judice,
and that any action to the prejudice of the
public servants was tantamount to antici-
pating the final judicial decision, and as
to why your Public Service Comission
failed to intervene and prevent the said
dismissals as required of them in the
exercise of the impartiality and avoidance
of partisanship contemplated by the
Constitution, has disclosed and emphasized
the utterly anti-Tamil character of Your
Excellency’s Government and the Public
Service Commission which have therefore
forfeited the confidence of this House.”

DN BRGNS
(FLr priisn VT &6 )
(Mr. Speaker)

Is any Member seconding that
amendment ?

8. »oss »S Dean.
(8. oF. pargerid)
(Mr. V. Navaratnam)

I hope the Federal
second the amendment.

Party will

D BNGDDH
(& LT BT UIsT ,g_»;ani L,
(Mr. Speaker)

Sinice there is no Seconder,
amendment lapses.

the

& on. 7.23

#l. & o mnshwe® e
(8w oyi. &8, Cowmpruss)
(Mr. R. G. Senanayake)
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As an Amendment to the Address at the
end add the words:

“put, in spite of the strong public
agitation for the proscription of the
Dravida Munethra Kasagam which con-
stitutes a serious threat to the
sovereignty and unitary character of
this country as it is based on the princi-
ples, aims and guidance of the foreign
South Indian political organization
named the D. M. K. and in spite of
Your Excellency’s Prime Minister’s
statement that he is powerless to pros-
cribe this organization, we regret that

1060 & 18 194
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Your Excellency’s Speech gives 10 indi-
cation of any intention to ban the abc_)ve
organization and the South In_d1an
films, literature, etc., which constitute
its propaganda machinery, or to Jobtain
the necessary powers from Parliament
to do so.”

II

¢ moeldpws  dwewsy o BB @l B0

g0l Omn #.E83:

Dome 2R, ‘e melediq Gesed
gdmEme  ween gl e g8 ©8s60
drannensy ¢8 Swme emlunl 9 8o»C
Smond0 amhdemcwnn’ B¢d Bedm ey,
débecs & it HEG et & ede® & o»
580 Zeme, BB Beme, i Be®mE,
ceDen Bem@E T cud LMD GesDBHOCO
qupes £8c88 Lifisleaf Emenmned ¢
Smed $8adw c¢m DO BB @
cadems) Dosfew e ©ed §Rea CELO)
o acded WD seedée.’”

“ penyrsGs SHhSs0TE L6 (3 m SusD

Bipsanayih Qenpalong Ceidés GalamBid :

e

Grevh emnyn,
s@alGsmen  FH SIS S Gl §) GLb @5
BILEE  Fon g6 grarsile

@_gnu@&;n QErBuu g epb 2w

(Gt (1 LAL T DT 60 LOLLL T 6DT
SEser DESEREE HES (B 0EE I (HHLSTE
2TFTEE S B @yLD Gl B & & MLIGHTILIE G G Q& mifey
@sn@s@n  Gurgih LBV EE LS,  FILLESE)
@, Qamfn scag, el g Budssea gl Guraty
o wir &evell Blmiecmsaie Geié e bBumgih Gl
sofler sersQanamaller d@srerrsSH® WS
e oofsatueCuers shaseier 2muile @Bl
S s@sIL06 sCmOWTET Eallaeil s Gl s ilals
BBmb.”

As an amendment to the Address at

the end add the words :

“ but, in spite of the injustice caused
to the Sinhalese, who constitute a very
large section of the population, in the
matter of providing employment and
opportunities for higher education, we
regret that no mention has been made
that priority would be given to the pro-
portinate ratio of the numerical strength
of each race to the citizen population in
the matter of employment under Gov-
ernment and corporations and also for
the admission to higher educational
institutions such as the Universities,
Law, Medical and Technical Colleges.”

IIT
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As an amendment to the Address at
the end add the words :

“put we regret that no mention has

been made in Your Excellency’s
Speech of any provision for the
purpose of safeguarding the wunitary

character of the country, uniting the
various communities into one national
entity through the Sinhala Language and
the restoration of the ancient naine
“Sinhale ” in place of the name “ Lanka”
given by the imperialists to this country.”

IV
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As an amendment to the Address at
the end add the words :

“ put, in order to protect the Kandyan
voters from the deliberately organized
pressure tactics of the new citizens in
our electoral registers to deprive the
Kandyan voter of his just and legjti-
mate rights, we regret that Your Ex-
cellency has not thought it fit to indicate
the introduction of a second electoral
register for the new citizen.”
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(FLTBTIIST 9eur&er)
(Mr. Speaker)

I think you must stop in fairness
to the other Independent Members.

@l & o NNk Sw.
(8. oyi. . Crayprués)
(Mr. R. G. Senanayake)
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(Mr. Speaker)

It is impossible. In fact half an
hour has been alloted to each Inde-
pendent Member. I think you should
not have taken 35 minutes.
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(B 2. 8 Crepruss)
(Mr. R. G. Senanayake)
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(Mr. Speaker)

The last Independent Member who
spoke did not have a Seconder for
his amendment. I do not know what
will happen to the next. We need not
anticipate that.
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(Mr. Speaker)

I am sorry I cannot give you any
more time.
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(Mr. R. G. Senanayake)
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(Mr. Speaker)

Time is limited. Only 32 hours
have been alloted to the Debate and
I have to go on that basis. I am sorry
I cannot give the hon. Member any
more time.
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(Mr. Speaker)

The hon. Member must stop at
this stage. He has exceeded his time.
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(Mr. R. G. Senanayake)

All right.
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(FLIT BTI&ST e ser)
(Mr. Speaker)

The hon. Member is saying, all
right, and is going on.
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(Bw i 8- Cr@pruss)
(Mr. R. G. Senanayake)
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(Mr. Speaker)

Is any hon. Member seconding the
amendments moved by the hon.
Member for Dambadeniya ? [Pause].
In the absence of a Seconder the
amendments lapse.
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does not contain a correct analysis

of the ever-deteriorating econo-
mic crisis facing the country
which has recently manifested it-
self in the further rise in the cost
of living, the increase in the
number of unemployed, the sharp
drop in our tea prices which was
caused by a handful of English
tea exporting firms entering into
a ring and refusing to bid in an
effort to exert economic black-
mail on this Government to
allow the repatriation without
FEEC of profits earned by British
companies in Ceylon, and in
which effort they succeeded, the
devaluation of our rupee for the
third time last month by the in-
crease of the FEEC rate, etc. ;

(¢) does not contain any practical pro-

posals to bring down the cost of
living and afford relief to the
masses or to solve the mounting
problem of unemployment, in-
cluding the problem of graduate
unemployment, which has today
reached serious proportions ;

(d) not only does not contain any pro-

posal to afford relief to the work-
ers and peasants and white collar
employees but has, in fact, not
honoured the promise made by
the Prime Minister on the eve of
the public servants’ strike of
November-December 1968 that he
would definitely implement what-

ever interim recommendations
sTep o, (QFsalisE  SIBIE6T 2ioEmhs S STl e m?de by the Salaries Com-
mission ;

by éema uflena .

(e) does not contain any proposal for
the restoration of the rice-cut of
December 1966, despite the boast
of increased output of paddy and
thereby demonstrating the falsity
of the Government’s claims and
its farce of crowing Govi Rajas,
many of whom have never even
stepped into a paddy field ;

As an amendment to the Address at the
end add the words :

“but regret that Your Excellency’s
Address at the opening of the Fifth
Session of the Sixth Parliament—

(a) does not contain any reference to

the continued subjugation of our
economy by foreign imperialism
despite twenty-one years of so-
called independence ; nor to the
increased penetration of our eco-
nomy by Indian expansionists,
like the Birla Brothers, and the
unheard of concessions granted to
them or U. S. imperialist invest-
ors, thirty-five of whom are ex-
pected in Ceylon next month,
nor to the permission granted to
the British companies to repatri-
ate Rs. 150,000,000, without pay-
ment of FEEC and the permission
granted to four British banks to
once again open accounts for
Ceylonese depositors—all of
which are further tightening the
ties that bind us to the chariot
wheels of foreign imperialism ;

(f) does mnot contain any systematic

" engaged in

plan to develop our country
industrially by liberating our
economy from the stranglehold
of foreign imperialism and diver-
sifying our economy and freeing it
from its present dependence on
one or two export crops ;

(g) does not disclose the ruination

facing the small industrialists
and small traders and_ those
cottage industries
such as, handlooms, small gold-
smiths, etc. as a result of the
Government’s policy of en-
couraging the entry of foreign
monopoly interests into Ceylon
against whom the former are
unable to compete on equal
terms ; and also by the Govern-
ment’s policy of allowing the
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import of goods already pro-
duced in Ceylon, e.g. mammoties,
textiles, ete.;

(h) does not contain any proposals for

solving the problem of lack of
irrigation facilities for agricul-
ture, which is the single biggest
stumbling . block in the path of
Ceylon’s bvrogress to  self-
sufficiency in food, by nationaliz-
ing the foreign owned tea estates,
re-foresting the hill tops and
solving the problem of soil
erosion, dredging and deepening
our rivers and enabling our
rivers to cary the precious rain
water, without waste, to the
cultivators in the plains;

(i) does not reflect any dtermination

on the part of the Government
to enforce the Prevention of
Social Disabiiities Act or to help
the eradicaticn of the obnoxious
system of intouchability and caste
oppression that prevails in North
Ceylon ;

(3) does not contain any meaningful

proposal for the reform of the
educational system or to grant
better teaching facilities,
sufficient library facilities or
adequate bursaries for needy
students ;

(k) does not refer to the break-up of

the much bouasted national unity
alleged to have been achieved by
the UNP nor to the real reasons
that led to the Federal Party’s
decision to leave the ranks of the
Government ; nor to the com-
munal tension that is being
spread in the country in prepara-
tion for the next elections by
opportunist politicians who are
only concerned with returning to
their parliamentary seats and not
with the solution of the problems
that have Iled to national
disunity ;

(1) does not refer to the mess caused

to the implementation of the
Industrial Disputes Act in the
sphere of labour tribunals due to
the unwarranted administrative
interference by the Honourable
Minister of Labour and Employ-
ment in disputes already referr-
ed to labour tribunals; or to the
failure to fill the wvacancies
caused by the resignation of
several presidents of labour tri-
bunals whica are causing con-
siderable hardships to workers
whose cases before the Ilabour
tribunals are being repeatedly
postponed ;

(m) does not refer to the increasing

violence and brutality of the
police and the army as was wit-
nessed at Maviddapuram, temple
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last year and at Madduvil
Amman temple this year, at a
Catholic Church in Jaffna on
Christmas Eve, at the Peradeniya
University campus on the eve of
Independence celebrations, _the
shooting of a woman at Kirilla-
pone, the brutal dispersal of May
Day procession in Jaffna and
Colombo this year although there
was no fear of any threat to
peace, ete. ; and does not disclose
any measures to reduce these
excesses by the armed forces;

(n) does not refer to the complete

chaos now existing in the Ceylon
Transport Board or to the utter
inefficiency of the Honourable
Minister of Nationalized Services
and the officials of the CTB who
seem to be running the CTB in
such a way as to create such dis-
guest among the people so that
there might not be public opposi-
tion to handing back the buses
to the former bus mudalalis
before the ierm of the UNP is
over ;

(0) neglects to point the bankruptey of

bourgeois parliamentary demo-
cracy which, after 39 years, has
not brought any change in the
imperialist-feudal-big bourgeois
system of exploitation which
continues to this day, protected
by the repressive bourgeois state
machinery whose principal form
are the armed forces ;

(p) does not reflect the wishes of the

people of this country by
demanding the immediate with-
drawal of all U.S. and satellite
troops from South Vietnam and
the cessation of all attacks on the
Democratic Republic of Vietnam;
and by not recognizing the
Provisional Revelutionery Gov-
ernment of the Republic of South
Vietnam ;

(q) does not reflect the wishes of the

people of this country, particu-
larly the Muslim peoples, by
supporting the Arab demand for
the liberation of Palestine as the
only lasting solution to the
Middle-East problem ;

(r) does not mention the deplorable

and unfriendly acts towards the
Peo_p]e”s Republic of China,
which is Ceylon’s single biggest
benefactor, in that badges bear-
ing the profile of the great leader
of the 700 million Chinese people
have been repeatedly detained by
the reactionary officials of the
Customs, with the connivance of
the Ministry of Defence and
External Affairs, while pictures
and other souvenirs of leaders
from other countries are freely
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allowed in; similarly, books

from People’s China are also not
allowed in freely ;

(s) does not refer to the notorious
proposal of the Soviet revisionist
ruling clique for the formation
of a “System of Collective
Security in Asia” which is in
reality a tattered flag for an anti-
China Military Alliance in collu-
sion with U. S. imperialism and
which is against the interests of
the friendship existing between
the people of Ceylon and China ;

and, therefore, this House has no
confidence in your Government.”

&. om. 8.21

DS 5NN

(FLTBTLIST e Eer)

(Mr. Speaker)

Who is seconding this amendment ?

[Pause]. As there is no hon. Member
to second the amendment, it lapses.

The Debate stands adjourned.
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The Debate accordingly stood adjourned,
Debate to be resumed on Saturday,

19th July 1969.
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ADJOURNMENT

ab 8 8. ¢ 8D
(Qzorrey &. (5. 9. Heveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I move,

“That the House do now adjourn.”

g D SVum e, weny wOO» Ja.

ey pasasiCOubm apms Csrerenii . g.
Question put, and agreed to.

@xYs O&Hacwe IO  emnmcd
@ o 822 © g ¥» wmuddRa
g¢m®, 1969 €€ 19 2» oeumnubhe
g o 10 2» e B¢ o,

s geug . u. 8.22 &@, sau

Sgeng  Q@earempw  Bione s &is

Bovmis, 1969 0% 19, saflédipeain

. w. 10 weflaews g8 Paeidst
GuhHmst.
Adjourned accordingly at

822 pmM. wuntil 10 AmM. on
Saturday, 19th July, 1969,
pursuant to the Resolution of
the House this Day.
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