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Oral Answers

"HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, 11th August, 1948

The House mm{ at 10 a.m., MR.
SeEAkEr [Tmr Hon. Mry o Ao F.
Mouamure| in the Chair.

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
Training School for Bandarawela

1. 'Mpr. Sugathadasa: Will the Min-
ister of Fducation please state: ()
Whether he is aware that a plot of land
has been reserved for the purpose of
opening a Training School #% Bandara-
wela. (b) Whether he is aware thab
hundreds of teachers in Uva have to
give up hopes of being trained due to
the fact that they cannot find accom-
modation in the existing training schools?
(¢) Whether he will take immediate
steps to open a, training school in
Bandarawela?

The Hon. Mr. E. A. Nugawela (Min-
ister of Education): May this question
be asked tomorrow morning?

Mpep, Speaker: Yes.

Divisional Agricultural Association,
: Udukinda

9. Mr. Sugathadasa: Will the Min-
ister of Agriculture and Lands state:
(a) Whether he iz aware that the
District  Agricultural Comemittee in
Udukinda is not funetioning and that all
important village irrigation works =are
totally neglected? (b) Whether he will
take immediate steps to set up a Vil-
lage Works Sub-Division to handle all
such work in Udukinda.

P. B. Bulankulame Dissawa (Parlia-

_mentary Secretary to the Minister of

Agriculture and Lands: (a) It is pre-
wurfied that the hon. Member refers
to the Divisional Agricultural Associa-
tioh of Udukinda. It is a fact that this
association has ‘gone out of office. Tt is
not correct that all improvements to
village irrigation works in Udukinda are
totally neglected. The maintenance
and improvement of village irrigation
works in Udukinda is considered fo be
satisfactory. (b) It is not necessary at
present to set up a separate Village
Works Sub-Division for Udukinda as the
existing organization ig considered suffi-
cient. It is suggested: that then hon.
o J.N. 13669 (5/48)
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Member might talke up any specific work
which needs improvement with the
newly constituted District Agricultural
Committee,

Mr. Sugathadasa: It is taking a long

time to attend to certain irrigation works.

What does the Hon. Minister consider
doing with regard to them?

Bulankulame Dissawa: There are
already abou} seven new irrigation works
which have been undertaken for improve-
ment this year and included in the prio-
rity list. There are several others too
on the Priority List which will be taken
up in the course of the year.

Ambewela Reservoir Irrigation Scheme:
Gampaha Korale Paddy Fields

3. Mr. Sugathadasa: Will the Min-
ter of Agriculture and Tiands state: (a)
What is the delay in implementing the
Ambewela Reservoir Irrigation Scheme,
when plans and estimates were prepared
a few years back? (b) What he proposes
to do to supply water to the Gampaha
Rorale paddy fields, where all such works
proposed had been turned down by the
Government Agent*and Field Assistant?
(¢) Whether he is aware that thousands
of acres of paddy fields are abandoned |
yearly due to the failure of rains?

Bulankulame Dissawa: (e¢) The
Ambewela Reservoir Scheme is no longer
necessary as the Alut Ela which was to
he supplied with water from it will be
henefited by the Kande Ela Reservoir
which is at present under construction.
(b) All Trrigation works in the Gampaha
Korale which were included in the Prio-
rity List for investigation by .the

Trrication Department<have received due
consideration and Improvements have
been effected where necessary. (c) It
'« correct that paddy fields remain un-
cultivated but are not abandoned due to
the failure of rains, especially, during
the Yala season. It is the policy of this
Ministry to construct reservoirs 1o
absorb the surplus flow in rivers when
and wherever possible fo be released
during the ** dry seasons ™

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE

Dr. N. M. Perera (Ruwanwella):
Before vou pass on to the other Business
on the Order Paper, you will remember
T wanted to raise the question of
Business for the following week.
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Me. Speaker: The hon, Member may
bring the question up on Thursday
because we said we would consider it on
Thursday.

APPROPRIATION BILL, 1948-49

Considered' in Committe.
10th August.]

| MR. SPEARER in the Chair.]

[ Progress,

Head 101.—Education Department

Vote No. 3.—Grants-in-aid to Assisted
Schools, including living and other
Allowances to Teachers in Assisted
Schools  and Grants to various
Societies, &c., Rs. 31,402,386.

- 10.06 a.m.

Question again
sum of Rs. 381,402,386, for Head 101,
Vote No. 38,- be inserted in the
Schedule. =

Mr. S. Thondaman (Nuwara Eliya):
Mr. Chairman, yesterday when the
‘House adjourned, I was speaking about
estate schools and I was referring to a
communication addressed to the owners
of estates by the Director of Educa-
tion. That communication stated
that the Director wanted it to be treat-
ed as a notice under Section 85 (3) of
the Ordinance. Section 35 (3) requires
that notice should be given specifying
the time limit.
tion which was expected to be freated
as a notice does not specify any time
limit. Therefore, even at this late
stage I say that although the communi-
cation has been sent, it is not a com-
‘munication that falls within the requir-
ed section of the Ordinance. The Ordi-
nance itself says that at least six
~months’ time should be given. There-
fore, till such time, a notice properly
confirming that the section is not to be
observed in the estates, could he thought
of. 1 earnestly ask the Hon. Minister
to see that an early communication is
issued confirming that Section 85 (3) is
not to be observed in fixing the
maximum time limit. :

The Hon. Minister, in the communic-
abion he sent out, said that he has made
the necessary provision in the Estimates
for the full quota of teachers needed to
man all estate schools. Ag it is, even if
another notice is issued, it will be aver

L
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proposed that the

But the communica-
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six months before a school is ready, and
1 am not sure whether anything in the
way of improvements to estate schools
can be possible in the course of this
financial vear. Therefore, it is not very
satisfactory to allow the present state
of affairs to continue any longer. The
sort of education which is carried on in
estates today practically amounts to no
education at all. In fact, the Hon. Min-
ister will remember that in answer to
a question of mine which 1 put to him
some time back, he said that only read-
ing, writing and arithmetic were the
subjects that were taught in estate
schools. The teachers who are now in
charge of the estate schools are persons
who draw a pauper’s salary. They draw
Rs. 20 a month. Therefore, now that
money has been voted in the Est.ima.tes,
I appeal to the Hon. Minister to consider
commencing, from the next finanecial
year, the introduction of a curriculum for
estate schools on the same standard as
that of any other State school or Assist-
ed school run outside estates. The
money is available, and, as I understand
that there are a large number of teachers
who are unemployed, T trust the Hon.
Minister will meet the demand of these
estate schools. I believe the Hon. Min-
ister 1is very anxious that estate
children should have the benefit of free
education, and I hope that he will give
serious consideration to this matter.

In spite of the fact that the Hon.
Minister told us that he is highly satis-
fied, with the administration of his
department, I should like to refer him
to one-or two points which I ghall bring
to his notice. :

The Chairman: What is all this? We
have passed all that. :
Mr.  Thondaman: I am on the

question of estate sehools.

The Chairman: We have dealt with
the estate schoqls. S

Mr. Thondaman: When I took the
question up the other day, you said I
may deal with estate schools under this
Vote. T offered my estate schools some-
where in 1946. But the matter is still
in the correspondence stage. In front
of Ramboda Group there are 400 child-
ren of school-going age. The workers of
the estate appealed to the management
in a letter dated 31st May, but so far
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no one has been sent to examine the
- conditions there. I also spoke to the
Permanent Secretary and he was kind
enough to tell me that if I could get a
block of land in the Ragalla area, he
would help me in establishing a Govern-
ment school. I also went to the
Superintendent of Ragalla estate and 1
was able to persuade him to agree to
donate the land. Further, I got some
money donated for the purpose.” The
Superintendent wrote to - the - Hon.
Minister asking for certain clarifications
in general; but no reply has been
received by him and he informed me to
- that effect two days ago. One knows
how difficult it is to get anything like
this done with the planters, but by
chance when we are able to come to
some agreement with them, things are
delayed in this manner. As the workers
will be put to great hardship, 1 earnest-
ly appeal to the Hon. Minister to
seriously consider my request and see
that these people are granted the benefits
that others get.

Mr. S. J. V. Chelvanayakam (Kan-
kesanturai): I should like to follow up
the request made by the hon. Member
for Nuwara Eliya with regard to the
question of estate schools. It is -ab
fimes thought that it is a very small,
or, perhaps, a small matter that affects
only the Ceylon Indian Congress. It is

" not that.

I wish to bring to the notice of .the
House the fact that it is a very big
question. In a broad way, it affects
half the Tamil children in thig country,
but in a real way it affects the policy of
education in this country, and, what
is more, it affects the policy of the
(tovernment of this country. We boast
that there is free education from the
Kindergarten right up to the University,
but we fail to note that there is no type
of "education for a very large class of
children, a large class of children whose
parents produce a greater’ proportion of
the revenue of the country than any
other class of people. Yesterday the
Hon. Minister without * Portfolio
questioned that statement. If he will
look into the question of the revenue

The Hon. Mr. A. 'E. Goonesinha
(Minister without Portfolioy: That is not
what T questioned.

11 AUGUST 1948

—Committee 1066
Mr., Chelvanayakam: The revenue
estimates of this country show that-
Rs. 111,000,000 has been earned out of
export duty on tea alone and these
estate children, largely, if not altogether,
contribute—at least their parents contri-
bute—towards the earning of that reve-
nue, and, that is not the only revenue
that is earned out of the tea industry.
The tea industry, quite apart from
contributing the sum of Rs. 111,000,000
towards the export duties of this coun-
try, also contribute another large sum
of money by way of Income Tax, Profits

Tax and various other taxes.

10.15 A.M.

I think it would be a very fair estimate
to say that the tea industry produces
not less than one-third of the estimated
revenue of this country for the current
year. When that is the position, how
is it that estate children are denied the
least amount of facilities for education?
One has got to visit the estate schools
to see that there is not even an apology
for education. During the last Budge$
Debate this question was raised and.
if T remember right, the Hon. Minister
of Education said that he would look
into the question. I must admit thab
by the 1947 Amendment to the Educa-
tion Ordinance, a principle was laid
down which removed the slur on the
Ministry of Education that there 13
discrimination against a very large class
of children. If the revenue of the
country cannot bear the cost of educa-
tion in these estate schools, even a one-
cent cess on tea exports would bring
more than Rs. 3 million.

If there is some disease in the plants
in the tea-producing districts, imme-
diately the matter 1s attended to on
governmental scale; or if some money is
required, say for the purpose of estab
lishing a Tea Research Institute to look
into the diseased condition of the tea
plants, immediately a cess is raised ana
everything that is necessary s provided
for. But when it comes to the human
element, the education of the children,
it is looked upon as a matter that affects
only the Ceylon Indian Congress or
some other portion of this House. It is
o fundamental question. I take it that
it is the boast of this Government not
onlyaihere but all over the world that
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they are providing the most up-to-date
education in this country. It should be
pointed out to them that in this country
there is a very large section of children
who are not given the elementary rights
of education, not even the 8rd or 4th
standard of education; and they are
the children of people, one tenth of the
population, who produce one third of the
income of this country. Before we come
to discuss the next Budget, I take it
that the Hon. Minister of Education will
have something more than hopes and

- promises and that he would have done

" Prime Minister

something in the matter.

Mr. T. B. Subasinghe (Bingiriya): I
would like to raise one point. We note
that: in this country at the present

moment we have the State-owned
schools and Grant-in-aid schools.
Most of us on this side of +he

House believe that -all schools in this
country should be owned and managed
by the State. However, the present
Government—they have made it quite
clear to us—is not prepared to take that
step of paking over the Grant-in-aid
schools to the State. But even- this
Government can do one thing. There
are still a fairly considerable number of
Grant-in-aid schools which are not under
the management of institutions or or
ganizations or societies like the Buddhist
Theosophical Society, but owned and
managed by private individuals: and I
believe, whatever one may say, that
much of the eriticism levelled on some
of these private institutions by the hon.

Member for Chavakachcheri is quite
correct. If there iy any corruption, most
of this corruption prevails in those

privately owned schools. I believe even
this Minister, even this Government, can
take the progressive step of taking over
to the Government these last vestiges of
private vested interests in education by

taking over these privately-owned
schools. :
Mr. S. A. Pakeman (Appointed

i\r‘Iembe'r): Sir, I want to deal with sub-
head 2, item 1—the question of the
Royal Asiatic Society.

The Chairman: Do you mind the

= replying to the last
point?
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&*
The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake
(Prime Minister) : Not to the last point.
The hon. Member for Kankesanturai,
when he spoke, was under the im-
pression that this Government makes a
distincetion between the members of the
Tamil Congress and other citizens of
Ceylon. I want to deny emphatically
that statement. If there is any such
idea in the minds of hon. Members, I
would wish them fto remove that idea
from their minds. -
No

Mr. Chelvanayakam: such

suggestion was made.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
We are not concerned whether the
people belonged to the Tamil Congress
or the Sama Samaja Party. We are
concerned with the people of this country
and we will pay due attention to them.
My good Friend told us that the tea
industry brings the largest amount of
revenue and thereby implied thal since
that industry brings in a large amount
of money the people concerned with that
industry must receive the best attention.
We do not accept that principle.
Merely because a person earns more for
this country, it does not mean that he

should* be well looked after. Perhaps,
it is quite the contrary. Those who
deserve aftention will be given the

necessary attention.

Mr. Chelvanayakam: We want equal
treatment, but not preferential
treatment.

Sub-head 2.—Other Grants, Rs. 53,670‘.

Mr, Pakeman: I move, ‘‘ That the
Vote be reduced by Rs. 10 in respect of
Sub-head 2.

I wish, Sir, to refer to Sub-head 2.
Item, Royal Asiatic Society (Ceylon
Branch). T must say that it does irk
me to hear people—and that inclides
some of the Members of this House—
talking about the glories of the ancient
culture of Lanka without knowing the
first thing about it. I admit that the
system of education is somewhat to
blame for this, but not altogether.
When the British first began to take a
directing hand in the affairs of Tndia and
Ceylon there were two schools of thought
about their ancient cultures, which may
be typified by’ two names—those of
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Macaulay and of *Sir William Jones.
Macaulay was all for westernisation, and
the neglect of oriental culture, of which
he had very little jdea, and unforfunately
his ideas prevailed, with results which
have been undesirable and sometimes
ludicrous. Sir William Jones did much
to promote, I might even say to revive,
the ancient culture of India. He and
those who thought like him would have
based education on that. And if was
such men who founded that body known
as the Royal Asiatic Society.

Sir, we have a branch of that Society
in Cevlon founded one hundred years
ago. In that Society certain Buropeans
have worked closely with the scholars of
this counfry in the direction of studying
all branches of its culture—the names
that occur to me taking a random
selection are those of Hugh Neville.
Simon Casie Chitty, Professor Wick-
remasinghe, Sir Baron Jayatilaka, Hum-
phrey Godlmoton and Dr. Paul Peiris,

who  worked together without any
distinetions of race or colour.
Mr. W. Dahanayake (Galle): E. W.

- Perera.

Mr. Pakeman: Now, Sir, that Society
is in low water; it seems to me to be
a disgraceful thing that no one.can be
found to take the burden of the Secre-
taryship from the shoulders of Dr. Paul
Peiris, albeit he has borne it ably and
cheerfully. The Society this year cannot
even afford to keep a full time clerk;
and, despite an appeal for funds to
celebrate its centenary by putting up 4
worthy building and to house its unique
and valuable - collectmn of books and
manuseripts, there has been bub a
miserable response. This Society should
be encouraged. I hope there will be
response from this Government. I do
hope that members of the publie,
Members of this House and particularly
University graduates will support this
Society. }lcm many members of the

Civil Service, my own history students
belong to that Society? How many
Honours graduates in Oriental ldnguaqe%
and History, how many members of
this House belong to the Royal Asiatic
Society which does its best to support,

promote and investicate the ancient
culture of this country. I do hope that
the Hon. Minister of Edutatiow Nes rid

Members of this House and membms of
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the public will give serious consideration
to the question of supporting this very,
very worthy society. I sincerely hope
that everything possible will be done to
put this worthy Society on its feet.

Mr. Dahanayake: I want to offer a
few remarks heartily endorsing every
word which fell from the lips of the hon.
Member for Kankesanturai on the
question of estate schools. I am sorry
the Hon. Prime Minister is not here;
but I want to point out to his colleagues
that, when the free education proposals
were discussed, there was a very de-
finite © Resolution  which  concerned
estate schools. It stated that all estate
schools should be taken over by the
State and the State Council accepted
that Resolution without any opposition.
Almost three years have passed by and
nothing has been done to implement
that proposal. We hope that the Hon.
Minister, in addition to the various other
points that he will have to attend to in
the future, will note. that it 1s very
necessary to implement that decision of
the State Council, because it concerns
such a very large section of the-
school-going population of this country.

I want to say a word also on the
subject over which the hon. Appointed
Member, My. Pakeman, has waxed
eloquent. I myself have been an inter-
ested observer of the actitivies of the
Royal Asiatic Society and would like,
if T had the time, to become a member
of the Society and do some work con-
nected with it. But the only trouble,
Mr. Chairman, is that there afe 80
many = problems connected with the
lwmcT that we have hardly any time to
devote to the dead. But anyway, I
wish the Royal Asiatic Society all
success in its endeavours. We would
like that it should change its name. 1
myself feel that the grant that is given
to this Society is inadequate, because
hardly any research work can be
unless there is some
provision of adequate funds.

Mr. I. M. R. A. Iriyagolla (Danda-
camuwa): While reading through the
Estimates T find that the Government s
trying to pl'w the devil by giving a grant
of Rs. 15,000 to a Buddhist priest for
the compilation of a  Sinhalese
dictionary. T know that several lakhs
of 'ripees have been spent on an
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etymological dictionary and I do not
know the reason why you should pay

Rs. 15,000 for another dictionary.

The Chairman: The Hon. Minister has
answered that yesterday.

Dr. Perera: Not yet answered.

Mr. Iriyagolla: Some time ago, during
the time of the State Council, a sum of
money was paid to another Buddhist
priest for compiling a history of the
British period for the Mahawamsa. He
has stated that one of our greatest
heroes, Keppitipola, was a fraitor. 1T
do not know

The Chairman: We need not go into
all that now.

Mr, Iriyagolla: why such a large
gome of money should be paid to =2
priest - as a grant for compiling a
dictionary. Another matter is the grant
- given to the Science Society. I do nos

know what researches they have made,
and we should like to know some details

about it. They are also giving another
sum of money to another society which
is newly formed—the Ceylon Geographi-
cal Society. We should like to have
some details about them.

You form societies and you give them
money, and we do not hear anything
about them afterwards.

10.30 A.M.

Mrs A. Reginald Perera (Dehiowita):
With regard to the Art Society, it has
~ hitherto been allowing the exhibitions of
- eollections of fashionable men, traitors 1
should say; and the Art Gallery has been
their high temple. This Government
should be ashamed of the fact that the
Art Gallery is given a grant of a paltry
sum of Rs. 1,500. I say, Mr. Chair-
man, that we should increase this grant,
but at the same time direct the Society
in such a way that it becomes a centre
for the revival of an art, of a people’s
art, an art closely connected with the
lives and work of the men and women
of this country.

.~ Mr. H. W. Amarasuriya (Badde-
‘gama): T should like to know 'whether
the Minister has made special provision
for schools that have joined 'the scheme
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of free education. "As this House is-
aware, the Hon. Minister has made a
certain concession to the schools which
have not yet entered the scheme, in that
he has allowed a certain specified period
during which such schools could enter
the scheme. The schools that have
entered the Scheme are being worked at
a great loss, and it is not possible for the
management or the societies to find the
necessary funds in order to cover up this
large deficit. The present position is
that unless the Government gives them
relief by way of larger equipment grants
they will be unconsciously penalising the
schools that have entered the scheme of
free education. For the last three years
they are giving free education. They are
giving free education to those pupils who
attend the schools. I hope the Hon.
Minister will go into this matter and see
that the schools which entered the -
scheme are shown greater consideration
than those which remain outside the
scheme. Now, as it is, all the conces-
sions are given to those who, may I say,
attempted to defy the scheme by stand-
ing out. On the other hand, those who
loyally accepted the scheme are being
penalised.

I should like to know whether ade-
quate provision has been made, and if
not, whether a consequential Amend-
ment will be made in the Vote to enable
the Minister to give larger equipment
grants, or to give some sort of special
grants to those schools, of course, after
examining their accounts and after
satisfying himself that the schools have,
in fact, been run at a loss.

Mr. Wilmot A, Perera. (Matugama) :
About these estate schools, Sir, either
Sinhalese or Tamil, will the Hon. Minis-
ter consider giving a teacher in Tamil to
each Sinhalese school and a teacher in.
Sinhalese to each Tamil school outside
the allowable quota.

In connection with the grant for the
Art Gallery, will the Hon. Minister
kindly consider making a grant to the
Lionel Wendt Trust next year?

Mr. G. R. Motha (Maskeliya): We,
on this side of the House, are happy
over the assurance given by the Prime
Minister that there is no distinction made
between the treatment of the. children
of the Tamil Congress and those of the
rest of the population
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- An Hon. Member: Why Tamil
Congress?
Mr., Motha: although certain re-

marks of the Minister wlthout Portfolio
some time back gave rise to the suspi-
cion that there was some foundation for
such an allegation. But the Member
~ for Kankesanimm did not make such an
allegation. He was only speaking about
an undeniable fact to which the Prime
Minister did not reply.

There is a large population in the
estates which has been resident in this
country for the last five or six decades.
~ The education that is given to their
children is much inferior to that given to
the rest of the school-going population,
although a definite promise was made in
the last State Counecil that the same
education that is given to the rest of the
population would “be given to this see-
tion. In spite of three years having
elapsed since the necessary Amendment

of the Ordinance was passed, nothing
has happened as yet.
The Hon. Minister, even about six

months ago, told some of us who met
him on this question that circulars had
been issued to the Superintendents.
We find that it is only a few days ago
that a circular has been issued. The
Hon. Minister may probably have issued
certain instructions that this circular
should be issued earlier, but it was not
done. This section of the population is
arossly neglected.

The Prime Minister made a statement
which was rather ambiguous, namely,
that all sections of the popu}atlon would
receive equal consideration. 1
there are certain members of the Gov-
ernment who plobablv hold that many
of the children in the estates are not
people of this country. I certainly
appeal to the Government, whatever
differences may exist on the so-called
Indian problem, that these people who
live in the estates and who have been
here for decades, be given equal treat-
ment and the same opportunities as are
given- to the rest of the population of
this country. They are not children of
slaves. They are not come here as
slaves. « Opportunities which are offered
to the other children should;be givenoto
them.
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The Chairman: Any other remarks?

Mr. Dahanayake: May I know what
machinery the Minister proposes to set
up to investigate the allegations of
wrongful discontinuance of teachers of
Assisted schools?

The Chairman: Will the Hon. Minis-
ter reply please?

The Hon. Mr. Nugawela:
point was raised last evening, and I gave
my explanation.

About the dictionary, it is now being
produced by the University authorities.
I went into this matter and I was told
that the dictionary will not be out for
at least twenty years. Well, that is not
a matter for surprise because, I believe,
the Oxford Dictionary took some 70 years
to be produced. This dictionary, that
is the Sinhalese Htymological Diction-
ary, will take twenty years more to be

completed. Until then we have not got.

an authentic dictionary. This Sinhalese
Dictionary will place emphasis on the
Sanserit derivatives and will be used for
purposes of studies. I am satisfied that
the author of this dictionary, for which
a grant has been ploposed 1S a4 eom-
petent person, a scholarly person; and
that is the reason why the ﬂlani is
proposed.

What is the guafantee
will turn out to be a
Have you got any

Dr. Perera:
that the work
useful  work?
assurance at all?

The Hon. Mr. Nugawela: Well, there
is no guarantee given, but we must wait
This is not a new thing. There
was a similar grant given to Father
(rmanapragasam to compile a Tamil
dictionary. In fact, it has been a very
useful ﬂmtionary. For twenty years
more we will not have a proper authen-
tic Sinhalese dictionary. I think until
then we should have a proper dlctlonflry
by a competent scholar.

The other point is about the es’oabhsh- |

ment of training schools for juvenile

offenders, which was raised by the
Member for Galle. There is only the
Maggona Institution. The subject of

juvenile offenders is really in the charge
oL the Ministry of Home Affmm, and my

¥

This same .
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Ministry is concerned only with the edu-
cational aspect. The two Permanent
Secretaries are discussing the question
now. They have already held several
conferences with the object of going into
the question of the vocational aspect.
Last year there was provision in the
Budget for the establishment of another
juvenile reformatory at Hammen Heil
Camp in the Jaffna area, but 1 am not
satisfied with that site. There is a big
rock near the sea, and it would not be a
suitable site. I thought of a better
place. I think it is in the electorate of
the hon. Member for Dehiowita.

En Hon. Member: Yatiyantota.

The Hon. Mr. Nugawela: Yes, I think
it is in Yatiyantota. There are two or
three other sites in view. Both the
Permanent Secretaries and the Superin-
tendents concerned are going into this
matter.

Now we come to the Royal Asiatic
Society. The hon. Member for Dehi-
owita complained about the grant given.
In 1945-46 the Government gave a grant
of Rs. 500, to this institution. A similar
grant was given in 1946-47. In 1947-48
the grant was raised to Rs. 5,000. The
Society only asked for Rs. 2,000, but
the Government gave Rs. 5,000 because
the Prime Minister and 1 felt the impor-
tance of this institution; and several
letters have been sent to us, thanking
us for this windfall.

I am sorry to say that my informa-
tion is that the Royal Asiatic Society
is not functioning efficiently, that books
were lost, and so forth. DBefore any
increase in the grant is contemplated
I will have to be satisfied that the
Society is on a proper footing. If it is
not, I shall have to consider a decrease
in the grant.

Dr. Perera: Tt is a useful institution ;
therefore do not consider decreasing
the grant.

The Hon. Mr. Nugawela: About the
Art Gallery, I do not know what the
position is. Thiy is what they have
asked, and it has been given.

With regard to the question of the
Science Society, which wasoiraisedo by
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the Member for Dandagamuwa, that
society is a society for scientists. They
meet regularly and confer.

Dr. Perera: Why do you mnot have
some sort of science schools?

The Hon. Mr. Nugawela: There are
some schools. I eannot tell their exact
locations. It is not possible to say
where and where these schools are. 1
shall send that information on to the
hon. Member. -

With regard to estate schools, BSir,
my statement during the last Budget
discussion was that I will consider the
matter sympathetically and shall take
necessary action. I remember that
somewhere in April my Permanent
Secretary inquired from the Director
why that circular had not been sent out,
but now it has gone out. It is true that
the State Council had come to a deci-
sion on the Resolution, but that
Resolution has since been embodied in
an Ordinance and T have to follow the
law in this matter.

10.45 a.M.

Section 35 of the KEducation
Ordinance lays down that, subject to
the provisions of sub-section (2), the
owner of an estate shall set apart on
the estate premises consisting of a
building which conforms to a certain
type, a house for the teacher, and an
area of uncultivated land not less than
one acre In extent.

Dr. Perera: No estate has it.

The Hon. Mr. Nugawela: If anyone
who is not satisfied makes a complaint
to me, then it will be my funection to
notify the estate concerned that it should
comply with the requirements of the
Ordinance. As it is, the ecircular has
been sent out——

Mr. Motha: It is defective.

The Hon. Mr. Nugawela: It is not
defective. The Ordinance says, ‘* for
the purposes of a common school ”’ and
later on, ** any reasonable time not less
than six months. > T can give that
length of time to any estate, but in any
cage they must take action within six
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months. I do contemplate action in this
matter, because I have included provi-
sion in this year’s Estimates for teachers
1n %hese estate schools.

There are 900 estate schools and, of
course, I have to go into the matter
rather closely as it is not possible for me
to take over all the 900. All these
schools are of varying sizes; attendances
are different; so 1 have first of all to
find out how many of these can be
amalgamated. What is more, 1 am
going to put into practice the idea of not
shutting out the estate schools from the
village children. As a matter of fact,
I will have common schools. I know
that is the view of the Prime Minister as
well. We have discussed this matter,
and wherever we can put up common
schools, or wherever we can amalgamate
two or three schools in a compact group
of plantations, we shall do so. Schools
have, roughly, to be situated 21 miles
from each other. Our general policy will
be to have a common school for the
village people as well as the estate
population.

We shall certainly welcome the entry
of estate labour children into Govern-
ment schools, and evey facility will be
given to them. :

As the hon. Member for Maskeliya
(Mr. Motha) will know, when I went to
the Ginigathena school, I inquired
whether estate children were there. and
I was disappointed to learn that they
were not there.

Mr. Motha:

teachers.

There are no Tamil

The Hon. Mr. Nugawela: There are
numbers of schools which will be quite
prepared to appoint Tamil teachers.

Mr. Thondaman: Estate children are
not admitted at the Talawakele school.

~The Hon. Mr. Nugawela: If that is «

80, 1t must be brought to my notice. In
regard to these schools, the policy of the
Government will be not to insist on
linguistie groups, and I hope that the
hon. Member for Maskeliya will appre-
ciate that the Government has a respon-
sibility to the whole population, and that
education, in particular, is not a matter
for a single party, parish omecomrunity:
It is my object and the pelicya6f this
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(tovernment to have common schools
and to see that, if estate children want
to attend Government schools, they
will be given every facility. I shall make
1t a point to appoint Tamil teachers to

these schools in estate areas, and I hope

that those children will themselves learn
Sinhalese. That is the position with
regard to estate schools. Action has
been taken by the Department, and 1
do not intend to let things lie.

Mr. Thondaman: What about the
interim arragements till such time as the
schools are taken over?

I must

The Hon. Mr. Nugawela:

follow the law.

Mp. Thondaman: What about the
curriculum—change of the curriculum?

¥

The Hon. Mr. Nugawela: I do not
know whether T have the power to do it.
If so, T will do it.

Mr. Motha: The chief obstacle is that.
Because of the nature of the curriculum,
the children are unable to get over the
primary stage. On the other hand, they
are not admitted to the other schools.

The Hon. Mr. Nugawela: Tt is also
partly due to the fact that estate teachers
are only part-time=teachers.

Mr. Motha: One question more—will
1t be possible to turn these estate schools
to * State-aided schools pending con-
version into Government institutions
because that will really benefit the poor
teachers?

An Hon. Member: They are already
State-aided.

The Hon. Mr. Nugawela: T do not
know the position with regard to that
aspect of the matter, but I shall look
into it. '

Mr. Dahanayake: The hon. Member
for Matale (Mr. Nanayakkara) raised s _
very important point yesterday which -
remains yet unanswered. What are you
going to do with the non-teaching
employees of the Assisted schools who
have not heen given any salary secale?
There dre some of them who have served
for fifteen to twenty vears but are in
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receipt of such paltry salaries as Rs. 20
to Rs. 30 a month. Some have even

been discontinued. Surely some provi-
sion must be made for them. These
are matters that need looking into.

The Hon. Mr. Nugawela: 1 shall look
into it. As hon. Members know, 1 have
taken time to go into this matter. It
will be taken up when 1 econsider
the question of increased  grants,
adjustments of grants and things like

- that.

With regard to the question of the

“hon. Member for Matugama, he had a

Tl

|48 to

reply before in this House when 1 made
a statement that the Department is now
engaged in devising a scheme to give

 immediate relief to those schools that

have already come info the Free
Bduecation Scheme.
Mpr. Iriyagolla: The Hon. Minister

said that it would take twenty years to

~ complete the Sinhalese Dictionary but

according to information that I have
gathered, 1 understand that the compilers
of that Dictionary have already com-
~ piled a concise dictionary. Therefore I
do not think that we should pay for

another dictionary, and I cannot vote

| for it.
~ The Chairman: Yoéu can oppose the
Vote. The hon. Member can vote
against it.

Mr. V. Kumaraswamy (Chavakach-

~ cheri): My question about the salaries
of estate teachers has not been
answered.

Mr. Dahanayake: The Hon. Minister

~ must make a statement on the wrong-

ful discontinuance of teachers in Assisted

~ gehools.

The Hon. Mr. Nugawela: With regard

the wrongful discontinuance = of
‘teachers, I have gone into the matter.
T remember that the hon. Member
mentioned the Burnham Report. The
Department is actively engaged in the
madtter. T have had representations from
teachers, and a draft scheme is drawn
up which will enable managers, teachers,
and representatives of the Treasury and
the Fducation Department te-sit round
a table and discuss their difficulties.
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This is the way, 1 think, in which we

can have a check on the managers
themselves. At the moment I cannot -
think of any* other way, but @ to

have teachers and managers represented
on a common board where they can
ficht out their differences. .

There is. of course, the right of appeal
to the Director of Education in the case
of wrongful dismissal, and T must say
that in btwo or three cases the Director
has disagreed with the managers.

That is what is going on although it is
not quite satisfactory, but it cannot be
helped so long as we go on with this
gystem of Assisted schools which ars run
by managers. I am trying to expedite
the establishment of these boards accord-
ing to the recommendations of the
Burnham Committee, because they will
give some sort of relief to teachers by
enabling them fo air their grievances
round a common table and bring up for
arbitration any point on which no
agreement has been reached.

With regard to the salaries of estate
teachers, 1 think I received a repott
about two weeks ago. 1 have had no
time to read it but immediately I have
the time, T will do so. '

Me. Wilmot A. Perera: Last evening
I raised the question of grants to
pirivenas which teach English to lay
students.

The Hon. Mr. Nugawela: The
primary education in pirivenas include
English, Arithmetic and some Elemen-
tary science. I do not know whether it
‘s not desivable to have those subjects
taught in pirivenas, but the main diffi-
culty met with by the pirivenas is the
payment of teachers. The grant has not
been sufficient, but T hope to remedy
that matter.

T had a discussion with the priests.
Qeveral pirivenas had a joint conference,
and they have agreed to my suggestion
that T should train some priests in these
subjects at a denominational training
school. They will then be used for the
purpose only of teaching in the pirivenas.
That is the most desirable thing, that
teaching in pirivenas should be in the
hands of the priests themselves rather
than the laity.
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Instructions have gone out to make
arrangements for the training of 50

priests at the Nittambuwa training
college, and when this is done the

question of inadequacy of grants for the
Payment of teachers in the pirivencs
will not arise.

Mr., Wilmot K. Perera: My point is
this—that pirivenas are now duplicating
ordinary schools. You are setting on
yourseltf an extra burden.

The Hon. Mr. Nugawela: After all
the age of a pupil in a pirivena ranges
from eleven to fifteen years and if he can
learn something, it will all be to his good.

The Chairman: What the hon.
Member wants to know is why lay
children are taught in pirivenas.

The Hon. Mr., Nugawela: This is a
maftter of choice. Those who want their
children to be educated in a spiritual and
religious environment, do so by their
own choice, and I do not see why any-
body should. prevent them doing if.

Question, ‘* That the sum  of
Rs. 81,402,386 for Head 101, Vote No. 3,
be inserted in the Schedule ', put, and
agreed to.

Head 101, Vote 8,
part of the Schedule.

ordered to stand

Vote No. 4.—Cost of midday meals to
school children, scholarships (tenable
in Ceylon and abroad) maintenance
allowances, and sundry awards,
Rs. 9,021,875.

Sub-head 1.—Midday meals for school
children, Rs. 8,000,000.

Dr. Perera: [ have something to say
on sub-head 1, midday meals for school
children.

The Hon. Mr. Nugawela: The hardy
annual ! 2

Dr. Colvin R. de Silva (Wellawatta-
(talkissa): The slice is getting thinner
and thinner!

Dr. Perera: There is an increase this
time of only about Rs. 800,000 after all
the complaints we have been making.
T do not remember whethérotheteyisoan
Amendment in my name

11 AUGUST 1948

—Committee

1082

The Chairman: Yes, there is _a,r:n."i
Amendment under sub-head 1, ** that

the Vote be*reduced by Rs. 10.

Dr, Perera: Yes, Sir. T move, Tha.tl

the Vote be reduced by
of sub-head 1 *’.

I am going to press that Amendmen-‘k.'?f%

Last year we thought that at least this
year the Hon. Minister
remedy magters.

Rs. 10 in respect -

would try to
There is no change in

the amount that hag been allocated—-six-f

cents per child.

a farce. The meal consists of a small

This has now become

y
¥

piece of bread with a little * pol sambol *

and perhaps a little
often, 1 think, a little jam.

“sodi ', but more

&

Liither we must provide the midday
meal on a satisfactory basis, or entirely

give it up. There is no point in carry-
ing on this farce. 1 would like to tell
the Hon. Minister that this is one of

the few items on which nobody in this 4
House would have refused fo exceed the

3
g

Vote even to the extent of spending

Rs. 20,000,000 on it. and this is the one -

item from which we can be sure of valu-

P,
)

able results, at last so far as the mural

population is concerned.

In the English schools I think there

is  still diserimination shown in the

matter of providing this midday meal.

I remember it was only recently that the

supervisor of midday meals who visited

the Kolonnawa Vidyalava wanted the

Prineipal of that school to find out the
needy children and to make a list of

them, because she said that the moneyv
was not sufficient to provide the meal °

for all children. So the Principal was
asked to make a list of those whom he
considered to be ‘mneedy’ children.
Why should there be this odious distine-
tion? Why must the Principal be made
to pick and choose?

I am afraid the Hon. Minister musf

immediately withdraw this Vote or cive
us the assurance that he will introduce
a supplementary estimate asking for an
additional Rs. 10,000,000 or
Rs. 15,000,000 in order to increase the
rate that is being paid per child; or, in
the alternative, agree to provide at least
a glass of milk to the children. Some
gueh’“drrangement  must  be made,
Otherwise, I am going to press the
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Amendment as a protest against the con-
+4inued negligance on the “part of .the
Minister in regard to school feeding.

11.0 A.nr,

Mr. Dahanayake: There are one or
two aspects of this question to which
the Minister should pay greater atten-
tion than he has done in the past. As a
result of the recent increase in the price
of bread, for which Government was ve-
sponsible, the meal, which was bad,
‘became worse. !

Today the task of supplying the meal
is entrusted to the headmasters, who
_have a good deal of other work, and
are unable to make satistactory arrange-
_ments in this regard. They are given
" a very meagre sum, but they have to
' satisfy the Department that something
is being done.

We have, time and again, pressed on
the Government the need for some sys-
tem of central kitchens for supplying
thig midday meal, conducted by Govern-
ment, the Government itself being
responsible for the distribution of the
‘meals. It is unsatisfactory to leave
this work in the hands of private
parties.

I am not casting any aspersions on
anybody, but you are giving the head-
masters an impossible task to perform.
You are ‘‘ passing the baby ' to some-
body elge because you feel that you are
unable to earry out the work
satisfactorily yourself.

It is not in every district, or in every
school, in the Island that even this
meagre meal is doled out to the child-
ren. A local body is called upon to pay
a share of the expenditure under this
head, and most local bodies are unable
to contribute anything substantial, be-
cause of the low state of their finances.
| Tn some parts of the country, therefore,

the children do not get even the meagre
" meal that is provided in other parts of
the country.

The Government is perhaps laying the
flattering unction to its soul that by
voting a few million rupees under this
head, it is doing all that is necessary,
and that it does not care tuppences what
happens to the money, or whether the
children; for whuse benefit this money
i provided, live or die.
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May 1 also remind the Minister that
when the free education proposals were
mooted, a Resolution was passed by the
State Council to the effect that a full
midday meal, on a balanced diet, should
be given to every school-going pbild mn
the country, and, further, that mm cases
of malnutrition, all the other meals of
the child should be the concern of the
State.

But what effort has been made to view
this problem from the angle of the need
to remedy malnutrition? The reports
of the school medical officers reveal that
malnutrition amongst school childrer is
widespread, and nothing is heing ‘done
to correct it, no special attention is being
paid to such cases.

We are thoroughly dissatisfied with
the indifference shown by the Cabinet
to this question

The Hon. Mr, C. Suntharalingam
(Minister of Commerce and Trade):
(ertainly not!

Mr. Dahanayake: the indifference
shown towards the school-going children
of this country. It will not do for the
Minister of Commerce and Trade o
shout, ¢ Certainly mnot . Let him
prove it by deeds,

““ Words are like leaves, and where
they most abound,
Much sense of fruit 1is
found.”’

May I recall those lines to the Min-
ister of Commerce and Trade. He
should not think that by merely shout-
ing across the Floor, he can get away
with it. Let him go and see for him-
self the children who suffer from mal-
nutrition, and let him ask himself the
question, ‘* What am I doing to remedy
matters? ”’ TLet him improve the
meals now given to the children, and
then let him come here and say that
everything is all right. We say that
nothing is right in this affair, and we
call for immediate investigation and an
immediate reform of the system.

rarely

Mprs. Kusumasiri Gunawardena (Avis-
sawella): Will the Minister inform the
House whether the Inspectress of
Schools who was asked to investigate and
report on the free midday meals scheme
has submitted a report, and, if so,
whether he will table it?
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The Hon, Mr, Nugawela: T shall read

out the report to the House, and then
table it. ;

Mrs. Kusumasiri Gunawardena (Avis-
sawella): Six cents is not enough for
providing a wholesome meal to a child.
This sum should be increased to 10 cents
or more, to enable’ a really wholesome

_and substantial meal to be given to the

children.

These children are sometimes given
made from crops grown in
the school garden, but all
same the Government is charged
for the meals. 1 feel that this vote
should be referred back so that the
Cabinet might increase it.

The burden of supplying the meals to
the children should be taken off the
shoulders of the teachers, as the work
now interferes with their school work.
They make the children cook the meals.

Dr. Colvin R. de Silva: Ariging from
that, T wish to make two points, one «
criticism and the other a suggestion.

As for the ecriticism, it should be
obvious to the Minister, if he has not
forgotten his elementary arithmetic
that since the rise in the cost of living,
particularly in the price of bread, he
should have provided at least for a pro-
portionate increase in the grant to keep
up at least that which was provided at
the level at which it was provided.

Now, for the suggestion” pending the
establishment of central kitchens, ete.,
there is a simple road to ensure that at
least what is allocated for the purpose is
used for the benefit of the children.
The party most interested in seeing that
these children receive this meal proper-

. ly, on the spot, is neither the Govern-

ment nor the teacher, but the parent.
Nothing is done by these schools
effectively to bring the parent in direct
contact with the actual administration
of the school.

Every school in which this scheme
operates ought to be ordered by the Min-
igter immediately to summon at least
a group of the parents who are interested
and ask them to set up a committee
which would undertake the task of ex-
pending this money and seeing that the
best possible meal, out of this money,
is provided -to their ownY clhildret
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It will remove the stigma, and it will ‘
minimize the possibility of corruption.

and it will effectively stop leakage.

Mr. Wilmot K. Pervera: T understand
the Minister was investigating the possi-
bility of giving malted milk instead of

bread and sambol, for the midday meal.
Yesterday, in connexion with the Esfi-

mates of the Ministry of Food, on the

vote for the milk-feeding centres, I
asked whether, in view of the fact that
a large number of milk-feeding
centres are housed in the schools, it
would not be possible to amalgamate
these two schemes. Tf this were done,
it would be possible to utilize the money
spent on free milk and the money spent

on the midday meal to provide a beftier

and also increase the
the pre-school

midday meal
supply. of milk fto
children.

If the Government would agree o

increase its contribution to the midday
meal scheme to 11 cents per meal, if

would be possible to supply a plate of :

rice and two curries in the rural areas.

Dr. Perera: Since we are pressing this
Amendment, cannot we take up this
sub-head first, and then go on to the
others :

The Chairman: 1
Question to the House

the

shall put

Dr, Perera: The Minister is going te
reply.

The Hon. Mr. Nugawela: This
matter was brought up before me very
foreibly during the last Budget discus-
sions by Members on both sides of the
House. They urged that I should take
immediate action.

It is just not possible to make an
increase in the sum allowed and say
that all would be well by reason of that
mcrease alone.  One must be satisfied
that there is a plan and an organization
effiectively to deal with that increase.

With that end in view I deputed-an
officer of the Department, who has had
experience both here and overseas in
this type of work, to report on this
matter. 1 gave instructions that she
should start with Colombo. She did
report to me. She recommends three
types of meals. Since May those three
types of meals are being tried out in
three  different sets of schools.

1086
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She visited 200 schools in eight Pro-
vinces. To Uva she has not gone. She
<ubmitted a very useful report on this
question. In her’ report she refers to
the types of meals in the Colombo Muni-

cipal area in the following words :

" Wor 10 cents: 3% oz. bread with jam or

plaintains. Where there is systematic organiza-
iion. the ten-cent meal 1is adequate and
natritions but in most schools the bread 1s

hard, the curries poor in nutrition and quality.
Hor 8-8% cents: In urban areas a meal costing
this sum is given, the local council supplement-
ing the amount with 2 cents.

This is not an adequate meal, only 2
“ enack "': 3 oz. bread, curry, sambol: poor in

~ nutrition and quality.

6 cents meal. This is an
umsatisfactory *‘ snack ": 2 oz bread, with
curry, sambol. A few schools give the best value
for this meagre sum. . . . .A few schools
in the Island receive tea and sugar free from
the Tea Propaganda Board. Source of supply of
bread: The bakery is selected by each school,
not necessarily the closest to the school, nor
one providing the best or cheapest bread.
An extreme case: bread was transported, by
rail 35 miles; two days old bread, 32 cents per
e a bakery by the school offered fresh
Jiread for 32 cents.

In rural areas:

In the majority of cases, curries cooked by
<chool children, by groups in turn, who spend
two to three hours in the process. These
children lose class lessons for a whole morning.
In a few cases curries were ordered from

......

The method of feeding is also bad—-"

Dr. Perera: Why not publish this

~report as a Sessional Paper?

.' ~ The Hon. Mr., Nugawela:

“‘__the bread being kept out on tables, exposed
to flies. There are no bins, no utensils for the
_children to carry the food in. Some children are
given pieces of bread, with curry placed over
6, with the curry dripping I

fresh milk is the best ‘* spnack '’ for

------

quantities.
Milk powder: Elephant House offer to deliver
& ozs. for 10 cents for schools m Colombo.

Bakers approached all over the Island have
agreed to supply bread for 28 cents 3

------

R A

Dr. Colvin R. de Silva: Will the Xon.

Minister be pleased to table that
document? '

Mr. Dahanayake: I rise to a point
i 1t the Minister is reading
from a document, he otght to table ib.

The Hon. Mpr. Nugawela: There

is
no objection; 1 certainly @ould do it
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The Chairman: There is 1o objection
to it.

Dr. Colyin R. de Silva: Will the
Minister table it?

The Hon. Mr. Nugawela: If you
ohject to my reading

Mpr. Dahanayake: Not at all ; the only

thing is we want a COpPy of it.

The Hon. Mr. Nugawela: You certain-
tainly can have one, but now I have
only one copy with me.

 The Chairman: The Department
admits all that 1is stated in that
document.

The Hon. Mr. Nugawela: We -are
fully aware oOf these  eonditions,
but you cannot alter a system
at once. 1 did explore the possi-
bilities of the suggestion made by

the hon. Member for Ruwanwella about
the Central Bakery in Colombo. They
wanted 14 cents for a meal, exclusive of
transport. They have to have a staff
which would be employed only for 180
days in the year for this work. I did
explore the possibilities, but that pro-
proposal was beyond our means. You
cannot have a plan without information.
Now I have got some sort of informa-
tion, and I will certainly produce the
plan. When money is mnecessary, 1
cannot just give an increase in the Vote

and say, * Well, everything is all right.””’
But I must see that it is properly
worked. We are spending a sum of

Rs<. 8,000,000, which is equal to the
expenditure on a Department; it is
twice the expenditure on my Archeo-
logical Department. There is no officer

administering  this work, all this
money is paid ouf on vouchers.
We ~ have appoinfed a  special

officer this year to be in charge of this
work for the whole Island, and if need
be, I shall have to appoint mmore officers
to be in charge of sub-divisions.

~ Yesterday the question was raised
about these attendance officers. Why
have attendance officers at all? I do
not see the necessity for them. I do
not know what my term of office would
be, but T mean to turn them on to the
job of supervising the mridday meal in
the schools. That is why I stressed the
importance of Parent-Teacher Associ-
ations in every school. That, I submib,
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I8 the proper body to take up such
i matters. I have tried to get in touch
. with the local bodies. x

Dr. Perera: Surely, the Minister can
devise a meal that is much cheaper than
14 cents. That Kitchen is working satis-
factorily, only they are utilizing an
expensive method. The C. D. C. Bakery
can provide the bread

The Hon. Mr. Nugawela: But they
want 14 cents for a meal, excluding
transport.

- Dr. Perera: The Bakery can provide
the bread. He might get for 28 cents
a 14-0z. loaf instead of a 16-0z. loaf

The Chairman: The Minister has said
that he is going to look into the whole
matter.

The Hon. Mr. Goonesinha: About a
year ago, the Colombo Municipal Couneil
asked the Minister of Education to give
two cents more on a meal, in order that
we may ask the C. D. C. Bakery to
supply all the meals in the schools in
the City of Colombo. There was a con-
ference held with the Assistant Director
of Kducation, Mr. Kapukotuwe.” I was
chairman of that particular conference.
We asked for 2 cents more in order to
supply a meal at 11 cents. T cannot un-
derstand how it comes to 14 cents now.

extra 2 cents was asked for
transport. The suggestion was that,
everything provided, the M unicipal

Council was to run the whole show,
Government only paying this extra 2
cents.,

The Hon. Mr. Nugawela: T move,
““ That the Vote be increased by
Rs. 30,000 in respect of sub-head 9,
item 6.’

Question put, and agreed fo.

The Hon. Mr. Nugawela: T wove,
~ That the Vote be increased by
Rs. 25,368 in respect of Sub-head 6,
New Item ° 2, Scholarships for Account-
ants in the United Kingdom. ’

Question put, and agreed to.
Mr. K. Kanagaratnam (Vaddukkod-

dai): In the Budget of 1947-48 provision
was made for 4 Scholarshivs, for
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Accountants to proceed to the United
Kingdom for higher qualifications. May
I know from the Hon. Minister whether
these scholarships were utilized during
the year, or whether it is proposed to
utilize them, because, as I said at the
Second Reading Debate, it is very essen-
tial that we must have Accountants in
the Public Service who have specialized
in certain branches of accountancy: for
instance, farm accounts and cost ac-
counts. Special mention has been made
of these two systems of accounting in
the Reports of the Auditor-General in
the last two years, and it is Very neces-
sary to have such Accountants, if we
are to control the expenditure of certain
departments. The Accountants ap-

pointed to keep the accounts in these

departments should have a specialized
knowledge of these two branches. Four

~scholarships were provided in 1947-48.

Mr. A. Reginald Perera: As regards
the scholarships for Art and Musie, I
think the Hon. Minister has done some
drastic pruning. Where he has not
absolutely eliminated the scholarships, T
think he has stopped further expendi-
ture on some of these scholarships.
When this is placed side by side with
the dangerous theory the Minister has
propounded of evolving a pure-line form
of national art and national musie, it
becomes alarming. He has provided for
a very small sum. If the idea of
scholarships is to encourage the develop-
ment of national aptitudes by their inter-
action with the art and music of other
countries, certainly the Minister should
encourage the giving of more scholar-
ships. But we find that some of these
people are sent to India with a paltry
allowance, and they come back with long
coats and longer hair, but with no ‘art.
We must move in the direction of
America, and when these young artists
go, they must be supervised, and thers
must be reports received about their
progress. Free edueation must nof. be
put forward at the expense of things
like art and music. We must have a
progressive policy in these matters with
more scholarships, and better
scholarships.

The Hon. Mr. Nugawela: On the
question of art, I went into i
myself, and I am not satisfied, as the
honocMember says, with the progress
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vaade, -You will find in the Estimates
provision made for the immediate es-
tablishment of an Axt School. When
we eshablish that Art Qchool, we shall
have visiting lecturers coming from out-
side, and we shall gend only one
scholar out. The proposal is to have
this school at * Heywood ’’, and there
is provision for the alteration of the
building for the Art School. Once that
school is established, we propose to geb
the best instructors from overseas and
make them available to a larger number
of people.

Dr. Perera: Surely, the Hon. Minister
is not ruling out the giving of scholar-
ships even though the Art School 18
established? '

The Hon. Mr. Nugawela: No I do
not. We will have scholarships as well.

 Mpr. Wilmot A. Perera: Would it not
he befter to have the Art School some-
where in Kandy rather than in Colombo.

The Hon. Mr. Nugawela: I think the
National Theatre and the Art School

must be in Colombo.

The Hon. Mr. J. R. Jayewardene
(Minister of Finance): A question was
asked when my Votes were taken up
about the accountancy scholarships, and
I could not reply to it. Those scholar-
. ships have not been utilized because the
Budget was passed only at the end ‘of
January. But in the course of the year
we hope to find scholars who will
g0 on those scholarships to England. I
quite realize that there is a great dearth
of Accountants, bub you cannot create
* Accountants overnight. They are like
doctors, and they have to be specialized
men.

Dr. Colyin R. de Silva: With regard to
thig, T wish to bring one matter to the
notice of the Hon. Minister. We have
got & system at present of local examina-
tions for Accountants. But on the last
occasion it was found that, for instance,
questions were said to be asked on sub-
heads a, b, ¢, d, e, f, g, h, i, and j,
and it was found that even a trained
Accountant could mnot, with the books

beforg hin?, have answered that list of
questions in the given fime.
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The Hon. Minister must carry in mind
one thing: the accounting branch is one
of the best-organized, exclusive, limita-
tive, false trade umions in the world.
They are oub to prevent people from
coming into that thing, and therefore the
Government must break that ring if it
wants Accountants in sufficient numbers.

Dr. Perera: Does this mean that these
scholarships are in addition to what was
passed last year, that the number would
be six and not four?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
This is in addition.

Dr., Perera: That is what I wanted to
know.
Mr.

Chelvanayakam: In regard to

- these scholarships, I wish to refer to the

scholarship at the Government Train-
ing College for graduate inspectors.
Though this scholarship exists for the
good of the inspector class, it seems to
work hardship on such of those mem-
bers of the class as do not get selected
by those who choose the officer who
should have the scholarship., 1 am
aware that there are other members of
the inspector class who are prepared to
go through the training provided at the
Training College ‘at their own expense,
or rather on no-pay leave. In order that
those who are selected do mot gef an
undue advantage over the rest, will the
Minister consider the question of giving
every member of the inspector clags an
opportunity nf getting trained at their
own expense?

The Hon. Mr. Nugawela: I do not
know the snags in that proposal, but I
will go into it.

Dr. Perera: On page 318 of the Hsti-
mates, you find three scholarships pro-
vided for Army children. That is an
old item, and I did not know that it is
going on still.

The Hon. Mr. Nugawela: Tt has not

been made use of.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake.:
We have our own Army now.

Dr. Perera: But I do not know why
you should have special scholarghips for
the children of men serving in our army.
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The Hon. Mr. Nugawela: No demand
has been made on this item.

Dr. Perera: Under Sub-head 7,
“‘ Pinancial Assistance to ex-Servicemen
for further education '’, I wish to know
how much has been given?

The Hon. Mr. Nugawela: Nothing has
been given so far.

Question, ‘‘ That the sum of
Rs. 9,071,707 for Head 101, Vote No. 4,
be inserted in the Schedule ’’, put, and
agreed to.

Head 101, Vote 4, as amended, ordered
to stand part of the Schedule.

Head 102.—Department of National
Museums

Vote No. 1.—Salaries and Expenses of

the  Department of  National
Museums, Rs. 328,330.

Dr. Perera rose.

The Hon. Sir John Kotelawala

(Minister of Transport and Works) : Sir,
are there any Amendments on this
Vote?

Dr. Perera: The Hon. Minister comes
here from his sleep and wants to know
whether there are any Amendments?

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: Sir, did
you hear that remark?

The Chairman: No, I did not.

Sub-head 8 —Upkeep of live animals,
Rs. 600.

Dr. Perera: Cannot these animals be
handed over to the Zoo?

The Hon. Mr. Nugawela: These are
not meant for the amusement of the
public. They are kept for the purpose
of research, to study the habits of
animals, and so on.

11.30 A.M.

Dr. Perera: With regard to sub-head
11, there is a big increase of about
Rs. 100,000. Will the Hon. Minister
give us some information as to why this
" inerease is provided for?

Then, on sub-head 18, ‘‘ Ethnological
Survey of Ceylon’ also, we want to
have some information. I was wonder-
ing whether this amount was provided
in connexion with some work that
Dr. La Marett did.

3——J. N. 13669 (8/48)
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Mr, Dahanayake: With regard to sub-
head 11, the Hon. Minister knows that
the Services were responsible for damage
and destriction to a very large number
of very valuable show-cases. I do not
know whether these show-cases have yeb
been replaced. What I wish to know is
what attempts have been made to re-
cover any losses that may have been
caused by the Services and whether all
the show-cases have been replaced.

Mr. Iriyagolla: I understand that
many of the books that were in the
Museum are missing. In some cases
the covers of books are available but
there are no pages. I also understand
that very valuable manuscripts have
been lost. Will the Hon. Minister
kindly inquire into these losses and let

us know? :

Mr. Pakeman: I hope that in framing
the next Budget the Director of
Museums will consider the point of an
Ethnological survey of Ceylon. 16 s
most desirable to have it as soon as
possible, as with the increase of educa-
tion in the Island old customs and
traditions are rapidly dying out, of which
a record ought to be preserved.

The Hon. Mr. Nugawela: With regard
to the shelves and so on, Rs. 40,000
have been recovered from the Military
as compensation. The increase in the
Estimates is due to the Museums which
are being started at Kandy, Jaifna and
Ratnapura. '

New Sub-head, ‘* California University's
African Eaxpedition (Re-vote)
B3 3,600:%

The Hon. Mr. Nugawela: I move,
““ That the Vote be ~increased by
Re. 3,500 in respect of New sub-head,
< Califonia University’s African Expedi-
tion ’ (Re-vote) .

Question put, and agreed to.

Dr. Perera: There is one point which
I should like cleared up on this Museum
question. A proposal has been smade
recently to restrict students irom en-
tering the Museum for making use of
books there. Will .the Hon. Minister
look into the matter? I thought rather
an absurd reason was given.

Dr. Colvin R. de Silva: The idea
seems to be to discourage students who
intend to sit for examinations.
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 Dr. Perera: I think every facility
should be given to students as they
have only one institution to go to, for the

information they require. Any little
discomfort to . the officers should be
secondary.

Question,. °‘‘ That the sum of

Re.331,130 for Head 102, Vote No. 1,
be inserted in the Schedule, ’ put, and
agreed to.

Head 102,- Vote 1, as amended,
ordered to stand part of the Schedule.

Head 103.—Department of the
Government Archivist

Vote No. 1.—Salaries and expenses of
- the Department of the Government
Archivist including the Government
Record Office, the Office of the
Registrar of Books and Newspapers,

and expenses of Ceylon His-
torical Manuscripts  Commission,
Rs. 146,311

Sub-head 5, Accessions-of records to the
Archives, Rs. 10,000.

Mr, Pakeman: I move, ‘° That the
Vote be reduced by Rs. 10 in respect
of sub-head 5. "’

You kindly allowed me, Sir, to say
what I wanted fo say on the Hon.
Minister’'s Vote on the vote now under
discussion. I refer to the location of the
National Archives which I mentioned in
last year’s Debate on the Budget. Since
that time, I have heard and verified that
there is a project of putting them within
the precincts of the University at Pera-
deniya. I am firmly of the opinion that
there is° no place suitable for the
National Archives save only the Capital
- City of a country.

My reasong, if I may say so, are en-
dorsed by such prominent scholars and
enthusiasts for the Island’s culture as
Dr. Andreas Nell, Dr. Paul Pieris, Mr.
E. W. Perera, Fr. S. G. Perera and Sir
Cha,r%es Collins. Tt is an almost univer-
sal practice to which I know of no
exceplion anywhere in the world that the
Archives of the Central Government are
situated where the Central Government
is. T give instances such as Tondon,
Washington, Paris, the Hague, and, I
think, Moscow. T should like to explain
that there are two types of documents,
namely, records and archives. Archives
are cerfain records made before @ cerbain
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date. They are constantly being added
to, and it is even now desirdble that
records here should become archives at
& later date than af present.

I understand that the reasons put for-
ward for the placing of the Archives at
Peradeniya is that few  peopls
now make use of them. This,
Sir, is an entirely irrelevant point.
Archives do not exisg for stu-
dents so much as for administrative
officers, legislators and draftsmen.
While it would be very nice for the few
University post-graduate research
students and members of the University
staff to have the Archives at their door-
step, I should like to say that the under-
graduates have nothing to do with them.
They must go to the Archives and not
expect ‘the Archives to be brought to
them.

There is a further important point. In
this country, the Government Archivist
is also the Government Record-keeper
and is therefore in charge of a mass of
records which will eventually become
archives. He should not have to be in
two places at once. I admit that owing
to wartime conditions the invaluable
Archives had to be moved Up-country,
to Nuwara Eliya, for, one of the most
important duties of an Archivist is de-
fence of the Archives. They must be
brought back to the Capital City as soon
as possible. There, Sir, the condition
of the documents have very greatly im-
proved. Therefore, when they are
brought back to Colombo, and that
should be as soon as possible, they must
be housed in an air-conditioned building.
Plans were got out for this building and .
a site selected before the outbreak of
war. So that, unless it is intended %o
move the Capital City to Kandy or Pus-
selawa, which in my opinion would be a
cardinal error, or to any place other than
Colombo, T hope the Archives will soon
be brought back and housed as I
suggested.

~

Dr. Perera: I want to have some
information on sub-head 7.

The Hon. Mr, Nugawela: You have
an Amendment on sub-head 5.

Dr. Perera: T am only asking a few
questions. Last year there was “an
amount of Rs. 6,400 provided for the
training of the Government Archivist,
What T should like to know from the
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an. Minister is this: whether our
training the Government Archivist will
be of any use. He is a fairly old person.

~ The Hon. Mr. Nugawela: He is
Mr. Paulusz, who is quite young.

Appropriation Bill

Dr. Perera: I notice that there 1s
provision for an Assistant Government
Archivist. I do not know why he is
temporary. Is it not also necessary to
train somebody else, a younger person?
The reason is, some time back we had
the misfortune of having to import a
person, one Miss Jurriaanse, who was
imported from Holland. She was ex-
pected to train some people here. To
the best of my knowledge, she did noth-
ing, and we might have the same
experience unless we send a younger
man for the purpose. Can the Hon.
Minister consider that aspect of the
matter?

With regard to the translation of
documents under sub-head 10, might I
know who is doing these translations?
Will the Hon. Minister please note to
answer that question of mine?

Mr. Dahanayake: I want to know
what work was done in the past year by
the Ceylon Historical Manuseripts Com-
mission. I understand that it is mnob
functioning now.

The Hon. Mr. Nugawela: The hon.
Member for Wellawatta-Galkissa is the
Chairman, and the Commission is
functioning.

Mr. Pakeman: We have at last per-
suaded the Government Printer to print
the third report of the Commission which
had been in type for several years, and,
when it is printed, if the hon. Member
for Galle will give me a certificate that
he has read the whole thing through, I
will stand him the best dinner that ean
be got in Colombo.

Dr. Colvin R. de Silva: I wish to
have some information on the Archives.
The hon. Appointed Member has said
nearly everything that could properly be
said about it. I want to remind ‘the
Hon. Minister of two matters. One is
this: He has now got an Archivist who
has on the one hand some capacity for
the training of archivists, and, on the
other, a training in the Dutch language.
Both are necessary equipment for a
Keeper. of Archives whese” “the "1nost
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valuable Dutch. ““‘thombus !’ are.  Bub
the Hon. Minister should look into the
question of expanding the staff and also
who is to replace the present Archivisb
in due course.

—Commitiee

Secondly,—if I may be permitted to
a little touch of the autobiography,—
while I was in prison I wanted to deal
with certain ‘material which had been
made available about the 1848 period,
and I wrote to certain people concerned
at the time in order to avail myself of
the manuseripts so as to do some useful
work with regard to that period. The
shifting of all the documents o Nuwara
Eliya, which was due to defence and
military considerations, had resulted in
everything being stacked away in boxes,
and it had become absolutely impossible
for anybody to get ab anything.

Wherever the Archives are to be
situated, at least it should be essential
that where they are situated, it is pos-
sible for a person to get at the manus-
cripts. I wish, strongly, to support what
my teacher said, and that is that these
Archives should be nowher® else than in
the Capital City. I also wish to under-
line that the Capital City should be .
Colombo, because, when it comes to
these questions of research, there is too
much of an approach to it from. the
angle of the post-graduate student in
the University.

11.45 A.m.

It is true that a very great deal of
research is done by post graduate
students in the Universities. But the
mafure, the lasting, and from very
many points of view, the invaluable,
because it pursues minute points, and
the most valuable résearch in that
respect is done by people in their spare
time or during their pensioned period.
We should have the Archives situated
handily for such people, apart from con-
siderations. of Governmenf’'s - own
advantages in respect of the Archives.

Major Montague Jayewickreme
(Weligama): May I ask the Hon.
Minister to give us some details in
respect of sub-head 5?

The Hon. Mr, Nugawela: 1 was told
that many of our valuable archives were
out of the country. They have been
vernoved. T have asked the Government
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[Hon. Mr. N ugawela. |
Archivist, who 1s now in Ingland, to
try and catalogue them, particularly the
~ Neville manusecripts, when we will try
and get those back. That is why I am
asking for that amount.

Now we are a free country and one of
the things that the Government Archi-
vist will do when he is in England is
to catalogue what is worth while and
try to get them back.

The only difficulty was from the point
of view of the climate. It is a wrong
analogy to quote Moscow and Paris.
They are all European countries, and
you can get the necessary humidity
anywhere.  But the solution here is to
get the necessary air-conditioned room.

Dr. Colvin R. de Silva: The climate
must also suit the Archivist.

The Hon. Mr. Nugawela: And the
accommodation. My difficulty is to get
good men for this Department. I had
a long discussion with the hon. Ap-
pointed  Member (Mr. Pakeman)
regarding this matter.

Dr. Colvin R. de Silva: If the Hon.
Minjster will announce from now on
that he is separating out a grant and
that he will in due course, at the proper
time, when he finds suitable persons

~give scholarships, some young men
might take to the study of this
subject.

The Hon. Mr, Nugawela: I discussed
this matter with the Professor con-
eerned and asked him to persuade some
University students to take to the
subject. I have asked the Archsolo-
gical Commissioner to conduct tours
through the archeaological areas in this
country.

~ Question, ‘“ That the sum of
Rs. 146,311 for Head 103, Vote No. 1,
be inserted in,the Schedule,” put, and
agreed to.

Head 103, Vote 1, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Head 104.—Archxological Department

Vote No. 1.—Salaries and expenses of
the Archeological Department,
Rs. 1,186,055.

Sub-head 1, Personal Emoluments, |
Rs. 136,522.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

—Commiltee 110

Mr. Chelvanayakam: I trust that Phe
Hon. Prime Minister would not think
that every time we speak of a sec!non
of the country we are merely a section.

"It is a section that goes to make up the

whole. This observation is very _perti-
nent to the remarks that I am going to
make.

When I refer to the Archeeological
Department I would merely say tha:t
they are concentrating all their acti-
vities round Anuradhapura and the
North-Central Province. There is no
doubt that that locality has produced the

largest amount of work for the
Department, but there 1is work
elsewhere.

Yesterday you mentioned that you
know as much of Jaffna as the hon.

Member for Chavakachcheri. Be that
as it may. There are portions, . fqr
example, in the Northern Provinee

which have not been touched by the .
Archaological Department. During the

short time that Dr. Paul E. Peiris was

District Judge of Jaffna, he had found

the time to go round and dig up gardeans

in ancient villages and get material out

of those parts which were useful as

material for Ceylon’s history.

For example, there is yet Sangili-
thoppu—I do not know whether you had
been to Sangilithoppu. It is the place
where the last King of Jaffna had his
palace. After nearly 3} centuries there
are still remnants of that building. The
Hon. Minister of Education went to all
parts of Jaffna, and T doubt whether he
went there.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake: T
have seen it.

Mr. Chelvanayakam: Tt is in Nallur.
The Hon. Prime Minister knows it, and
he has seen if. His knowledge of J affna
1§ more extensive than even the wide
knowledge you possess, Mr. Chairman.

The remnants of the buijlding at
Sangilithoppu are still private property.
The Archmological Department must
look at it, and when T make that request,
I do so as a student. The activities of
this Department should extend wider
than Anuradhapura because in the more
remofe parts the chances of decay are
greater. I ask the Hon. Minister to
direct the Archmological Department to
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8o to those parts, especially those parts
of the Kingdom of Jaffna which sur-
rendered three centuries before the
kingdom of Kandy, where there is still
some. valuable material which sftudents
of history want to preserve rather than
allow to perish.

Mr. A. Reginald Perera: I move,
*“ That the Vote be reduced by Rs. 10
in respect of sub-head 1, ifem,
‘ Archaological Commissioner "’

I move my Amendment really to draw
attention to certain matters. We have
a very scholarly gentleman in charge of
the Department. At present archaology
“and all matters connected therewith is
merely confined to a group. For in-
stance, Mr. Chairman, large numbers of
school children go round to these places.
There is no guidance to these various
places of valuable monuments, art, &ec.,
and as a result school children are
entirely In the hands of some pro-
fessional guides. I am suggesting that
at these various places there 'be sign-
boards erected giving accurate informa-
tion regarding the monuments so that
we can get people to be interested much
more than they are today.

Mr. Kumaraswamy: I want the Hon.
Minister of Education to follow this
point very carefully. It is a very small
one. What are the qualifieations of
the Assistant Archeeological Commis-
sioner? Why is the Assistant Archeeolo-
gical Commissioner placed on the
maximum salary within three years of
his assumption of duties?

Mp., Iriyagolla: My personal opinion
is that this Vote is not enough. T have
travelled right round the Island where
archzological surveys are being carried
ont. I find that they are doing work of
very much more value than the money
spent. If there is one officer who is
conscious of his dufies and who is con-
scious of his patriotism, it is the
Archezological Commissioner. If you are
to pay a grant for any valuable literary
work, it should be for the literary work
of the Archwological
which, I think, is now in print.

THere are many more places in the
Island which you have not even ex-
plored, and T personally think that this
Vote should be increased. T also Know
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that the Archmological Commissioner,
unlike many other heads of departments,
personally supervises even the buildings
that are being put up for the use of the
various officers in various places. 1
personally feel that this Vote should be
increased.

Mr. H. Sri Nissanka (Kurunegala):
This particular Department is one for
which I have a very special affection
being a student of Ceylon history and
being proud, as all of us are, of our great
past, culture and tradition. I wish to
endorse the sentiments expressed by
the hon. Member for Dandagamuwa that
this is one of those departments which
has been progressively neglected in the
past. 1 am glad to see that there is an
increase in the Vote this year but I do
submit that i is hardly sufficient.

The Arch@ological Commissioner, we
are proud to be able to say, is an officer
who is not only conscientious but also
eminently  suited to that task and a
person whom it ig difficult to find in the
whole of Asia as far as knowledge of
matters connected with Ceylon is con-
cerned. To realize hig capabilities it
requires an appreciation of the tremend-
ous difficulties that he has got to labour
against to select the valuable evidence,
and I trust that the Government will
give him all the assistance in their
power to see that this Department is
worked at a high pitch of efficiency.
Constructively 1 suggest that . he be
encouraged  to  establish. national
museums. 1 find that the Hon. Minis-
ter is engaged at the moment in a side
conversation

The Hon.
listening.

Mr. Nugawela: 1 am

Mr. Sri Nissanka: He should consider
the establishment of museums in all
places. where there are excavations so
that objects of value could be housed

in situ and not removed from thossz
places. With these observations I would

not only commend the Vote to the
House but ask the Hon. Minister, if
possible, to see that an increase is
granted and that this Department is very
carefully looked after because it concerns
our national heritage.

The Hon. Mr. Nugawela:

o I move,
““That" the Vote be

increased by
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[Hon. Mr. Nugawela. |
Rs. 1,830 in respect of sub-head 1, item
¢ Assistant Archmological Commissioner
(Publications)” ™.

Question put, and agreed to.

The Hon. Mr. Nugawela: I move,
““ That the Vote be increased by
Rs. 275 in respect of sub-head 1, item
* Rent Allowance " "’

Question put, and agreed to.

Mr. Wilmot A. Perera: Is there a
first-class hand book available?

The Hon. Mr. Nugawela: There are
more than one available.

Mpr. Dahanayake: I want to raise a
question of policy. I want to ask the
Hon. Minister whether he now agrees
that all excavation work should be done

by the Government and should not be
allowed to be done by private parties.

The Chairman: That is done.

The Hon. Mr. Nugawela: That matter
has already been settled.

Mr. Dahanayake: I raised this point
because I read in the newspapers that
some discussion was going on between
the Hon. Minister and certain religious

" gocieties on this point. I had at the
last Budget Debate expressed the view
that private bodies should not be allowed
to do any excavation work whafsoever.

The Hon. Mr. Nugawela: That is
settled.

Mr, Dahanayeke: If that policy is
settled, yet another policy should be
settled in regard to excavation work
itself. There has been a certain amount
of disquiet in' the country in regard to
cerfain excavations that are going on
just now in the Dakshina Vihare, the
tomb of Elara. We want to know what
the policy of the Government is. Is it
proposed to excavate every ancient
monument?

The Hon. Mr. Nugawela: No.

| MI’. Dahanayake: Then what are the
anclent monuments that you propose to
excavate? = Do you propose 46 peep’ into
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every relic chamber? Under what
circumstances do you propose to ex-
cavate the ancient monuments? If
such excavation leads to the hurting of
religious susceptibilities on a wide scale,
will you start work, will you continue
the work, or what will you do? I want
the Hon. Minister to tell us his policy.

The Hon. Mr. Nugawela: The excava-
tion of the relic chamber was done by
people very unscientifically. We are
now doing it scientifically, and there is
no desecration. We are just doing the
earth work. No other place will be
handled like that. This is a wvery
important archaeological work.

Mr. Dahanayake: Where it has been
broken into, you will excavate?

Mr. Sri Nissanka: You will have to
find out what is stolen.

Question, ‘ That the sum of
Rs. 1,188,002 for Head 104, Vote No. 1,
be inserted in the Schedule,”” puf, and
agreed to.

Head 104, Vote 1, as amended, order-
ed to stand part of the Schedule.
Sitting  is

The Chairman: The

suspended till 2 p.m.

Sitting accordingly suspended until
2 p.m., and then resumed.

Head 105.—Ceylon Technical
College Department

Vote No. 1—Salaries and expenses of
the Ceylon Technical College (in-
cluding scholarships), Rs. 893,780.

Sub-head 1,—Personal Emoluments,
Rs. 574,071.

Dr: Perera; I want to make some
observations. After a series of vicissi-
tudes, Mr. Chairman, I think the
Technical College is now on a, if I may
change the metaphor, fairly even keel.
I am glad the Minister has got a fairly
suitable man at the head. The mis-
fortune of the Technical College is that
it has in the past been unsatisfactory
for want of a proper man to be its head.
The Hon. Minister has succeeded in
having secured a competent person to
be the head of the Technical College. T
would like the Hon, Minister to indicate
to us the progress he has made so far;

T e—

how far his efforts to provide adequate
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higher engineering training had met with

success. 1 see there is provision here
for a large number of Professors. The
Hon. Minister will remember that

formerly there had been serious diffi-
culties with regard to the filling up of
these various posts. I -would like to
know whether the Minister has succeeded
in filling all these posts that have been
enumerated in the KEstimates on page
331.

Secondly, Sir, one general point which
is of importance, I think, to most
students, is that the degrees of the
Technical College should be recognized
by the London University; for instance,
the B.Se Engineering qualification
should be recognized by the ILondon
University. ;

The Hon. Mr. A. Ratnayake (Minister

of Food and Co-operative Under-
takings): They sit for the London
Examination.

Dr. Perera: I thought the Hon.

Minister was hoping to develop it and
form it as a part of the ¥ngineering
Branch of the University.

The Hon. Mr. Nugawela: A Professor
has now been appointed, and he is now
functioning.

Dr. Perera: The question is whether
this is going to be a portion of the Uni-
versity to be treated as an Engineering
Faculty. If that is so, then the ques-
tion arises of having it recognized by
the outside universities, particularly the
Tondon University.

Dr. Colvin R. de Silva: Sir, I wish to
say something really more extensive on
the subject of the Technical College;
and the first thing T want to say is this,
T want to ask the Hon. Minister of
Tducation to consider the proposition
that the Technical College be treated
ot least on the same footing as we treat
the University. By that I mean not
merely the question of whether the
Degrees that may be obtained through
it on the higher levels of its studies
should be paraded with the Degrees of
the University, but that the very
special position that thig institution
holds in the educational stmieture of our
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country, particularly in relation to the
expanding needs of the technical depart-
ments of Government, should be fully
recognized and put into effect.

Sir, this Technical College in the first
place, 1 find, is the subject of regular
insidious attacks by the present head
of the University of Ceylon. I think
the Hon. Minister ought at least to pass
the hint through the proper quarter that
that type of somewhat ill-mannered, in
my opinion, attitude to another institu-
tion is not desirable. To Iump the
Technical College along with things like
some of these tutories as a cram-shop
is belittling a Ceylonese head of a de-
partment, who for the first time as far
as we are aware, as my friend on my
richt has said, brought the Technical
College to a position at which we can
say progress has been made.

The next point I wish to make 18
this: Sir, the Technical College has no
trained people, to use a term that was
used today, at different levels. The
University concentrates on the so-called
higher education and the production of
its own atmosphere. The Technical
College, on the contrary, has to produce,
on the . one hand, high-grade, highly
trained engineers and, on the other
hand, ordinary mechanics at various
levels of technique between these poirits.
The Technical College has somehow to
take in a teaching staff which will be
adequate to reach that level, and yet not
so far as to reach each other’s toes.

Now here, Sir, I think the Hon. Minis-
ter should look into a series of matters.
The first is this: I find that he has made
provision for a number of Professors,
especially on the engineering side. The
first point T wish to make on that is
this: He had provided . certain salary
scales. If my information is correet,
and if the intention is to import good
men from abroad, then these salary
scales are admittedly inadequate. Sir,
if we are to import men, we must import
men of the very first class. ~ Engineers
are the subject of a world shortage today.
Consequently, first-class engineers have
to be paid for by good and appropriate
salaries if we are to attract them. T
understand that the class of engineers
whom we wish to attract for these posts
would receive something like £2,000 o
year _as a normal salary in Britain. Tt
is mocuse our importing third-grade men.
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“We have a good number of men hero

although we have not an adequate supply

of the first-grade men. So the salary

scale has to be looked into.

Secondly, Sir, there must be a move
to transfer the Engineering Faculty to
the University. I would suggest that
that is a matter that ought to be looked
into far more carefully than on the basis
of the Estimates presently made. Then
the conversion of the engineering branch
into a Faculty at a level in keeping with
the Technical College in Colombo is,
to ereate a meaningless duplication in
the Technical College itself. Even from
the angle of admiinistration it would be
ridiculous.

Then, Sir, there is another thing. It
‘is not merely the quality of the staft that
we should concern ourselves with in
relation to the Technical College. I
think, I am entitled to say this: That
“yesterday I got to know that the head
of one of the technical departments tele-
phoned to the authorities of the Techni-
cal College, requesting them to make
arrangements, if possible for the training
of some 160-odd people who are needed
in connection with certain developmeat
schemes.

T certainly congratulate the Minister
concerned, and I congratulate the Tech-
mical College for having made some
arrangements for training that staff.
~ But you will see that unless you rapidly
improve, first, the staff of the College,
and second, the amount of space for that
College—unless you provide these two
‘things, you will simply compel, Dby
circumstances, the Technical College %o
yemain at the level which it has already
reached. I would, therefore, urge that
the Hon. Minister take immediate steps
to inquire into these matters from a broad
angle, and in doing so, and in coming
to decisions, particularly to keep in
mind the necessity for treating this
institution on the same level as the
University.

Mr. Pakeman: I very strongly -sup-

port the views of the last two speakers.
T cannot help thinking that rather less
justice has been done to the late
Principal of the Technical College, Mr.
Bartlam, who recently met with so
tragic an end. But he was rather too
inclined to turn the College into an
institution for producing highly aualified
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engineers. Certainly engineers  are
needed, and badly needed, but this
should be done by a Faculty of Hn-
gineering in the University. There is.
today a very great need for engineers and
technicians in this country—technicians
who are something more than mechanices.

2.15 p.M.

The people of this country and, it
may say 8o, the Sinhalese in particular,
take very kindly to technical work. I
think this talent is by no means

rare—the old tradition of crafts-
manship . i8 not dead, Sir—and,
if properly trained, will attain

a high level of practical skill. The
point which I have mentioned has al-
ready been put rather neatly by the
Vice-Chancellor of the University, Sir
Ivor Jennings, in a small book he has
written lately. This is a book that every
Member oughf to posses as it Is a very
useful book indeed for all Members of
this House and others interested in the
economy of Ceylon to read.

What he would like to see stopped is
any prejudice against technical work, a
prejudice coming down perhaps from
time immemorial which has resulted in
turning away the young men of this
country wholesale from technical work.
He put it this way: the difficulty is not
that there is no adequate human
material buf the social tradition and
education prevent it from being utilized.

I hope the Hon. Minister will give this
problem his very serious consideration,
because I.feel that something in the
way of real organization is necessary
and, possibly, overdue. :

Mr. Kanagaratnam: Sir, I wish
to ask two questions from the
Hon. Minister. First, whether all

the posts which are indicated in the
Fstimates for both 1947-48 and 1948-49
have been filled. I understand some of
these posts have not yet been filled in a
permanent capacity.

The second question is with regard to
Sub-head  7—'* Scholarships:  Post-
graduate  Engineering  Scholarships
tenable outside Ceylon.”” With regard
to the sum of Rs. 65,000 provided for
this purpose, may I know whether any
of the engineering students who passed
the Final Examination at the Technical .
College were actually sent out for
training abroad on post-graduate work.
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I need not emphasize that today with
the Ceylonization of the Public Service
and the great dearth of technical officers,
it i8 very necessary that the students
who pass out of this College should be
sent immediately atter the termination
of their career in the College itself, for
post-graduate training outside.

You will see, Sir, that in regard to the
Estimates for the Irrigation Department
13 posts have been provided which carry
a very high salary of about £1,500 each
for Construction Engineers. This is
because these engineers are not available
locally.

Mr. Kumaraswamy: Sir, if our six-
year plan is to materialize, the means by
which this plan will reach fruition have
to come through the Technical College;
and here I find provision under sub-head
12 for the acquisition of sites for pro-
vincial technical schools. T also remem-
ber the Hon. Minister, in giving his
answer to the hon. Member for Kandy
in regard to a Technical College, saying
that be has in mind a scheme for start-
ing technical colleges in the provineial
towns, or at least in the important
provineial towns of Ceylon, particulariy
in Galle, Kandy and Jaffna.

The Hon. Mr. Suntharalingam: In
provincial areas.

Mr. Kumaraswamy: Certainly, I do
not mind a technical college being est-
ablished even in the wilderness of
Vavuniya.

The other point on which I want o
ask for some Information, ig in regard to
sub-head 11, °° Expenses in connection
with Sinhalese and Tamil Shorthand.”
A sum of Rs. 5,000 has been provided
for this purpose, and we would like to
know what progress has been made with
regard to the new addition to this Vote.

One point which occurred to me on
my visits to the Technical College was
that the time of the teaching staff of
the Technical College was being wasted
by a large number of teachers who are
supposed to have been sent there for
technieal training by the HEducation De-
partment. 1 remember that in 1946
there was a one-year course of training
provided for teachers. From there they
were drafted to the Training College, and
after that they beecame qualified, trained
teachers.
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Just two weeks ago, an interview was
held by the Director of the Technical
College for the selection of school teach-
ers for training. This will presumably
produce a number of half-baked educa-
tionists in the end because no useful pur-
pose will be served by giving a mere
technical training to these teachers. The
only thing they will do will be to waste
the time of the Professors and Lecturers.

Mr. Dahanayake: There are two
points I wish to bring up before this
House. We are all agreed that the
Technical College needs to be expanded
and the Minister intends to expand it.
But T find, Sir, that the provision in the
Bistimates points to a different story. In
the last year the Vote passed for the
Technical College was Rs. 994,530. This
year the Vote is as much as
Rs. 1,104,200; but I see that a certain
amount is deducted—ten per cent.—
from the Vote, with the result that what
we are requested to approve of is
Rs. 893,780 only, that is, about a lakh
less than the estimate for last year.
Therefore, I should like to know what
the Minister's intentions are and what
really hs-has in mind, whether it is a
policy of expansion or a policy of
contraction.

The second point that I would like to
mention to the Hon. Minister is that to-
day the terms and conditions for Special
and Fngineering Apprentices have not
been regulated. The result is that those
who wish to start on such careers are
quite at sea. 1 remember a Committee
sitting on this question and suggesting
that such terms and conditions for
Special and Ingineering Apprentices
should be regulated. I think one of the
foremost steps that needs to be taken is
to regulate such conditions.

The Hon. Mr. Nugawela: I am glad
to have all the sympathy from Members
opposite for the Technical College and
their general appreciation of the work
that that institution is doing. 1 quite
agree that the institution is serving a
very useful purpose at the moment and
I am satisfied that the Head of the
Technical College has a thorough grip of
his responsibility and his work.

Unfortunately, Sir, we have not yef
completed the re-organization of %the
College. We are still going through with
it Hor instance, the .staff position is
unsabisfactory. Although provision has
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been made, it is very difficult to fill
these posts. In the Engineering Sec-
tion three posts of Professors are needed
and provided for in the Istimates.
There are three vacancies but none has
been filled. There are five posts of Lec-
turers in Engineering; two are vacant.
There are three posts of Instructors in
the Engineering Branches; two are
vacant. So you see that, in spite of all
these deficiencies, as I hope to show a
little later by examination results, this
institution has to be congratulated on the
work that has been done. We had to
employ seven students who have got
through their B.Sc. London, or got the
Scholarship Diploma, to fill these vacan-
cies; and also Professor E. O. Perera
who was in the P. W. D., an eminently
qualified Engineer, who had been
appointed to be Professor of the Engi-
neering Faculty of the University which
never materialised. As his time was
being wasted, he has kindly consented to
work at the Technical College until the
Faculty of the University starts
functioning.

On the Pure Science Section there are
nine posts of Lecturers and Assistants;
five are vacant. In the Commerce Sec-
tion there are three posts of Lecturers
and Assistant Lecturers provided in the
Estimates; two are vacant. That is the
_ position.

As regards attendance, the number of
the students of Kngineering, Pure
Science, Arts and Commerce is approxi-
mately 1,700. Of these 1,075 were taken
on in the academic session which com-
menced in July. HEvery year we have
to refuse about 800 to 400 applications
for admission due to lack of accommo-
dation. We have 150 students who are
being assisted by awards, bursaries,
scholarships, exhibitions and equipment.
Expenditure on these items amount to
Rs. 50,000.

- I am sorry the hon. Member for
Ruwanwella is not here, as I would like
to give the position with regard to the
London B.Se. 1947 Examination (Engi-
neering Section). The results were:
Part I.: First Class, 3 passes; Second
Class, 4 passes; Simple passes 14. This
is roughly about two-thirds of those who
entered for the Fxamination.

London B.Se. Part II.: First Cl
24; Referred, 3. irst Class,
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Tondon Intermediate Examination:
Passed, 32; Referred, 18.

College Diploma: First Class, 1, and
so forth.

Then again there are Minor Super-
visors. We have seven Draughtsmen.
The Public Works Department is in
urgent need of draughtsmen, and we are
making arrangements for training 70
draughtsmen this year. We have 6 Sur-
veyors and 12 Levellers. Of the Engi-
neering students who passed out, roughly
40 have now been taken over by the
P. W. D. and the Irrigation Department.
That is the position. Iven with lack of
staff, we have been able to do this work.
I quite agree that although the posts
have been advertised overseas, suitable
candidates have not offered themselves
for employment. It is not merely the
question of an inadequate salary, bub
everywhere in the world there is a great
demand for technically qualified men.

Dr. Perera: That is why you must
offer a higher salary.

The Hon. Mr. Nugawela: HExactly.
These posts have been advertised and
one has been filled. Of course, finally,
all those things will be done; but I will
wait until applications for these posts
are closed, and I will consider the
feasibility of an increased salary, and if
I feel it is necessary, 1 shall "offer a
higher salary. '

With regard to accommodation and
extension of the College, the hon. Mem-
ber for Wellawatta-Galkissa (Dr. Colvin
R. de Silva) will note, if he refers to the
Loan Fund Expenditure, Item 16, that
there is provision for Rs. 450,000 for pur-
chase of land across the canal. I have
had a number of representations, in-
cluding representations from my Hon.
Friend, the Minister of Commerce, not
to acquire this land, but I am afraid I
cannot accede to that request. It is
urgently necessary to relieve the short-
age of accommodation at the Technical
College. Already this has been hanging
fire for too long a time, and we have to
go ahead. The problem of accommoda-
tion is one that cannot wait.

The hon. Member for Wellawatta-
Galkissa again pointed out that this
Technical College caters for different
levels. I quite agree. To enable skilled

workmen to get their due grading, etc.,
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I want something of this kind of insti-4
tution but when we open our- poly-
technics in the outstations we hope that
all their claims will be catered for. T
also agree that this College should cater
for-higher technical studies.

2.30 p.M.

In the outstations we will have poly-
technics for training labourers and
mechanies. That will be a different
branch. The need is for instructors at
these polytechnics. Unless we have
more Technical Colleges we cannot train
the necessary men. The token vote for
Rs. 100 under sub-head 12 is for the
establishment of these polytechnics.

An Hon. Member: What about hostel
accommodation?

The Hon. Mr. Nugawela: Technical
Colleges are built in the heart of cities,
and hostel accommodation would be
needed only for the Instructors. For
the students, accommodation could be
obtained in boarding establishments.
Our immediate need is for the expansion
of the present Technical College.

With regard to the question about
scholarships three scholars have gone,
two are going this year.

Mr. Kumaraswamy: There is a large
piece of ground adjoining the Technical
College.

The Hon. Mr. Nugawela: I am
acquiring some of that land [Interrup-
tion.] That land is reserved for Judicial
buildings.

I am grateful for the suggestions made
by the Appointed Member (Mr. Pake-
man). He is a member of the Advisory
Committee of the Technical College.
They are very valuable suggestions and
I shall certainly go into them.

The Chairman: A question was asked
about Sinhalese and Tamil shorthand.

The Hon. Mr., Nugawela: T cannot
give a progress report at the moment. I
have not got the details with me. I
shall certainly go into that matter.

The Hon. Mr. Nugawela: T move,
““ That the Vpte be increased by
Rs. 100,000."

Question put, and agreedobo;
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Question, ‘‘ That the sum . of
Rs. 993,780 for Head 105, Vote No. 1,
be inserted in.the Schedule '’, put, and
agreed to. -

Head 105, Vote 1, as amended,
ordered to stand part of the Schedule..

Head 109.—Minister of Labour
and Social Services

Vote No. 1.—Salaries and expenses of
the Office of the Minister of Labour .
and Social Services and his sta}‘j",.K
Rs. 139,114. : |

Mr. P. G. B. Keuneman (Third
Colombo Central): There are certain
matters that I would like to raise under
the item ‘° Minigter ", concerning the
policy now adopted by the departments.
under the Minjster of Labour and Social
Services. '

The Labour Department is supposed:
to be, in theory at any rate, an im-
partial Department, presiding over the
destinies of employers and employees,
and meting out justice with an even
hand. Whatever the intentions of parti-
cular officers of that Department may
be, I am afraid that most of us who have
had anything to do with the Department
realise that under the present policy
operating in the Department, the Labour
Department actually exists to chain
employees far more firmly to the
employer than ever before.

I want to refer particularly to the way
in which this Department, under the
Mijnister, is now not even putfing into
force those penal sanctions against
employers with which it has been armed.
Under the Wages Board Ordinance, if
the officers of the Department find any
employer violating the labour legislation,
or agreements arrived at under the
Wages Boards Ordinance, they have the
power to see that such persons are
punished with fine or imprisonment.
Nevertheless in the actual operation, it
is quife clear that the Labour Depart-
ment does not seem to pursue any such
policy. When employers indulge in the
most flagrant violations of the Labour
Legislation of the country, over a long
period, when it is found that arrears
have not been paid, that proper wages. -
have not been paid, officers of this
Ministry run after the culprits and beg
of, them to pay off the arrears, they try
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to cajole them, and make supplications
to them. No firm acfion is taken

against these people.

I could quote a large number of
examples. Recently there was a cage,
in which I was also involved, concerning
4 bus company. This bus company was
not paying the legal overtime, for one
and a half years, to its employees.
When we took up the matter, we were
able to establish that these people were
not paying overtime, but yet even
though for one and half years the
people had dodged the law, the Minis-
ter's Department were prepared to give
and even now they are not
prepared to enforce the regulation.

1t is very obvious to us on this side
of the House that under the policy of
the Minister, the Department is being
operated to help the employer more
than the employee.

I want also to refer to certain other
questions, particularly in relation fo the

- appointment of certain Wages Boards.

The Minister several months ago gave
go. |

 me an assurance in this House that he

would appoint a wages board for the
employees in the cinema trade. 1 haye
been in correspondence with the Minis-
ter’s Department, and I was told that
the matter is being expedited; that it
was being looked into and that the wages
board would be appointed very soon.
Still we have had no definite informa-
tion on the matter. I hope the
Minister will give further information
today.

The same applies to the case of the
mercantile employees. These employees
have been asking for wages boards.
The grievances of these men deserve the
most careful consideration. This has
been a most oppressed section of the
people. There should be no delay 1n
seeing that they are allowed an oppor-
tunity of getfing their grievances re-
dressed. I hope the Minister will tell
me what is the position with regard to
wages boards for mercantile employees.

I want now to proceed to certain
sweated industries in fhis country, and
ask the Minister what his policy is in
vegard fo those industries. Certain in-
dustrjes in this country employ only &
very small number of workers. The
working units are extremely tiny and
fragmentary. Not more  than tfen,
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. fifteen or twenty workers are found in

these units. There is the soap industry,

the tile industry, brick-making and
the beedi-rolling industry.
Industries of this sort are today

sweated trades. What are regarded as
minimum standards of wages and condi-
tions for other branches of industry are
flagrantly violated here, because o
regulations, no governmental policy,
exist to protect these workers.

The argument usually brought forward
is that as it involves a small number
of people, it is very difficult to bring
these workers under the labour laws.
I think it is the duty of the Government,

‘which says that it is interested in labour,

if it is really interested in labour, to see
that the sweated trades do nob continue,
that there is legislation enacted to see
that such persons do have even the most
elementary protection of the labour
legislation of the country.

This has been agitating the minds of
the labour movement for a long time,
and there has been no assurance from
Government, or its representatives, on
this matter. I would like to know from
the Minister what policy he has to offer
to these hundreds of workers in these
small establishments who are today
being thoroughly sweated and exploited.

I have one or two questions on the
policy regarding workers on estates and
plantations. I want to refer particularly
to the policy of the Minister regarding
the housing of workers on estates.
There is a system of what has been
called ““ cooly lines '’, which has existed
for a long time. The situation has
become much worse than it ever had
been before. As many of us are aware,
several workers live in these lines in
conditions in which pigs should not live
I have seen these most abominable
conditions. Several years ago one of
these ‘‘ advisers ' from England came
here. I refer to Major Orde-Brown, who
wrote a report on this subject. Amongst
various questions he dealt with was this
question of the housing of workers on
estates. Major Orde-Brown recom-
mended that the system of lines should
be abolished and that there should be
an attempt to build houses or cottages
for these workers so that they ‘can have
not only decent places to live in but the
rights of tenancy which they do not
enjov under the lines system. o
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We _}}ave not seen even a formal*
récognition of this principle from the
Minister of Labour or the Cabinet. [
hope the Minister will be able to tell
us whether the Cabinet accepts this
policy, whether they are in substantial
agreement with the recommendations
made by Major Orde-Brown. That
would be a very good indication to the
hundreds of thousands of estate workers
in the Island as to what they can expect
from the Minister of Labour.

I would now like to deal with certain
other questions. One is the question of
the right of entry info estates. This is
a matter which had been taken up by
the entire Tradeé Union movement, and
it the Government states that it is
anxious to encourage the growth of
healthy Trade Unions in this country, as
it often proclaims it does, then it must
see that facilities are granted for Trade
Union Officers and Trade Union mermn-
bers to make contact with each other,
otherwise no Trade Union, healthy or
unhealthy, could exist.

The position on the estates is really
difficult. The workers on estates live
tucked away in lines, and the planters
do not concede, except when -there
happens to be a D.R.C. road through
the .estate, that Trade Union employees
or visitors to these workers have the
right to pass along a public path and go
to the houses of the workers to speak
to them. Today the fact that workers
on estates are denied these rights makes
them virtual slaves on the estates.
These workers do not enjoy the right to
have friends coming to visit them, let
alone, the right to have Trade Union
members visiting them.

We would like to know from the
Minister what exactly is the attitude of
the Department, the Ministry and the
Government, - if he can speak for the
Government, towards this matter which
is agitating the entire Trade Union
movement and the vast mass of estabe
labourers. We would like to hear a
statement from him on the position.

I want to advert now to a matter
which is not included in the Estimates,
but which in my opinion should be
included. It involves a question of
policy. I raised this question last year
too in the course of the Budget Debate.
I refer to the provision ofgreches,dor
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working mothers. The Minister on that .
occasion told us of his experience in the
labour movement, but he did not give:
us any special assurance on this point,
apart from the statement that the
matter would engage his attention.
Anybody who knows conditions of
women workers in factories will agree
with me when T say that the situation
is an intolerable one. In some estates
there are places which are suppoged to
be creches. Actually, if you go there
you will see a saree hung up on a branch
and an infant dangling from the saree.
If you go to a factory in Colombo you
will see squalling in the tea leaves and
dust, infants and young children which
these women workers bring with them
because they have no other place where
they can leave them.

2.45 p.M.

That is the position. There is greab
talk about protecting the workers from
industrial diseases, but these young
infants are being subjected to all those
industrial diseases to which the women
workers are subject. I think if this
Government is genuinely interested in
the weltare of the worker, it should bring
in immediate legislation to see that
there are creches provided in all
factories where a large number of women
workers are employed, so that they can
have their children looked after during
the period of work. That is an ele-
mentary right which the working classes
have to expect in any civilized country «
and from any Government which ealls
itself democratic or progressive, and it
is a regrettable fact that from this
Government no such measure is
forthcoming.

The last point to which I wish to refer
18 a question of policy, the question of
the Government attitude to unemploy-
ment. I am not going to talk on the
general question of unemployment,
on the question of the dole or State
assistance to the unemployed, because
that matter is in the process of Debate
in this Houge. T wish to refer to the
way in which the Government, parti-
cularly the departments under the
Ministry of Labour and Social Services,
is setting about this problem.

Apparently the Government has now
woken up to the idea that there are
some unemployed in this country.
There''seems to be—I understand that
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the Hon. Prime Minister is one of the
smovers in this matter; I speak subject
to correction—an attempt now to try
and find oub exactly how many people
are unemployed, and how many people
who are registered as unemployed are in
actual fact unemployed, how many per-
sons who are in fact employed, have
their names entered in the books. Now,
in order to carry out this measure, cer-
tain officers of the Department have
been sent round to try and investigate
this. But the net result of this policy,
as T have seen it work, is that the Gov-
ernment is not trying to rope in and
find out all the unemployed in the
country; in actual practice it is only try-
ing to whittle down the number of
registered unemployed, which would
give a false impression to the people of
the country of the extent of unemploy-
ment. I have seen some of these
officers work. I want to know- from the
Hon. Minister whether that is the policy
" of this Department. These officers go
round to see a person who is registered
_as unemployed, that person does mnob
happen to be in at the time, and they
leave behind a message asking him to
come on such and such a date. Very
often this message is left behind with
the little children or the wife, if she
happens to-be in. They do nob know
what is happening, and when that per-
son comes home and is told that a Gov-
ernment officer came there and wanted
him %o come and see him, he does not
know where and why. So the person
does not turn up and his name is struck
oft the list.  Such persons are struck off
the list as people who have no right to
claim any- assistance at the hands of

Government as unemployed persons.

That is not the way to make statisti-
cal investications of unemployment.
 On the other hand, it is known that
there are many hundreds of people ‘who
do not register themselves at the recruit-
ing exchanges, because they know that
these exchanges are an absolute farce
from which they can hope for nothing.
1f the hon. Ministers and the Govern-
ment want to find out the extent of
unemployment in the City, then a much
broader survey would have to be carried
out, without any sort of whittling down
of the figures of unemployment. On
this matter T would like to. hear the
opinion of the Hon. Minister of Tuabour
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and Social Services, expressing the -
viewpoint of this Government. There
are cerbain other matters I would like
o raise under the separate Heads, bub
these are matters concerning policy.

Mr. Dahanayake: The hon. Third
Member for Colombo Central referred
to the census of the unemployed that
had been ordered by the Hon. Prime
I noticed the Hon. Prime
Minister vigorously denied that the posi-
tion as described by the hon. Member
tor Colombo Central was eorrect. I
have it from one of the Staff Officers
of the TLabour Department that ths
direction that was given to the
inspectors who went out to check the
lisks was that the names of the list
should be verified, but that no new
names should be added.

Mr. Keuneman: I was also told that,
Sir.

The Hon. Mr. Goonesinha: Absolutely
wrong.

Mr. Dahanayake: T was given that
information by a very highly placed
Staff Officer of the Labour Department.
Whether that information was or was
not correct, the fact remains that the
inspectors who went round, compiling
o new list for the Prime Minister's
information, did drop certain names and
added no new names. If the Prime
Minister really wants an unemployment
survey of the Island, he should not wait
for the unemployed to stand for hours
in a queue at a labour exchange, but
he should direct the Revenue Officers,
and through the Revenue Officers, the
headmen, with the co-operation of
others interested in the matter, to
compile a house-to-house list of the
unemployed in this country. That has
not been attempted. If that was the
intention of the Hon. Prime Minister,
let us be thankful for small mercies,
and let us hope that ere long such a list
would be compiled.

I want to deal with another aspect
of this unemployment question. One
notices the large sums of money allo-
cated for unemployment relief, but our
experience in the past has been that
the money that has been voted by the
Legislature has mnot been spent as
nnemployment relief. |
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In 1946-47 a sum of Rs. 114,900 was
provided in the Estimates for unemploy-
ment relief. Of this sum, only
Rs. 6,695.45 was expended. In June
of 1947 a sum of Rs. 5,000,000 was set
apart for the relief of unemployment.
According to the figures I have before
me from the Administration Report of
the Commissioner of Labour, for 1947,
the total expenditure in respect of the
financial year was only Rs. 128,461.96—
that is a little more than one-fiftieth of
the amount voted. It is not sufficient
for the Government to allocate money;
we ask that the Government should
provide the schemes on which these

.moneys are to be expended.

On this matter, I will not throw the
whole blame on the Hon. Minister of
Labour. After all, the Hon. Minister
of Labour and his Departments are
there to provide the labour; the schemeés
must be evolved by the Cabinet as a
whole; the schemes must be put into
effect through the close co-operation of
all the Government departments

The Chairman: This whole question of
unemployment is being discussed now
on a Motion, the Debate on which
stands adjourned.

Mr.
policy.

Dahanayake: I am discussing

The Chairman: It is just the same
thing.

Mr. Dahanayake: Do you suggest,
Sir, that a Motion about the dole is the
gsame thing as the policy in regard tn
unemployment?

The Chairman: Well, it is six of one
and half a dozen of the other; it is just
the same. The hon. Third Member for
Colombo Central was good enough to
say that he would not dilate very much
on it. But we are now

Mr. Keuneman: I said I would not
dilate on the question of the dole.

The Chairman: Whether you want
the dole or not, you are discussing the
whole question of unemployment.

Mpyr. Dahanayake: As a matter of fact,
I gave notice of a cut of Rs, 10 0n the
salary of the Hon. Ministeromainby lin
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order to indicate to the Minister that
we are not satisfied with the measures
he has taken.

The Chairman: Before this came up,
the hon. Member should have with-
drawn the Motion that stands against
his name, because I cannot allow the
game matter to  be discussed
aniticipating that Motion.

Mr. Dahanayake: That Motion is
already being debated; it is difficult to
withdraw a Motion that is already being
debated.

The Chairman: I am afraid I cannot
allow the hon. Member to discuss this
matter now.

Mr. Dahanayake: In any case, the
question that is worrying us at the
moment is that the provisions under the
HEstimates do not grant the relief that
we have all expected from the Hon.
Minister of Labour.

The Chairman: Go on to some other
point now, please!

Mr. Dahanayake: The hon. Third
Member for Colombo Central referred to
the policy of the Department in regard
to prosecutions for the violation of regu-
lations connected with the work of
wages boards. I am prepared to admit
that the Labour Department has done
good work, but I must say that Depart-
ment has been directed in the wrong
way by the Cabinet or by the Ministers
because on this question of underpay-
ments by various factories, firms and
estates, the Administration Report of
the Commissioner of TLabour, 1947,
states in paragraph 135 as follows:

* There was no change in the policy of the
Department in the matter of prosecutions for
infringements of the Ordinance. Prosecntions
were entered only on failure, after every
endeavour had been made, to recover short pay-
ments or to correct the employer by departmental
procedure.”’

What is wrong is the policy. The
departmental officers are not responsible
for the policy. The Hon. Minister and
his colleagues must hold themselves
responsible for the policy, and I under-
stand, on very good authority, that the
Department of T.abour has been
insfructed in each and every case to
give ‘every possible chance and any
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pumber of chances to the defaulting
employers. [ nterruption]—That  is
what the Commissioner of Labour says
in  his report. The Hon. Minister
without Portfolio does not understand
plain English, Sir.

The Hon. Mr. Goonesinha: It looks as
i the hon. Member for Galle does not
understand it. That is not what is said
there. Read the English again.

Mpr. Dahanayake: We want an altera-
tion of this policy. We ask that in all
cases of infringements of the Ordinance,
prosecutions should be entered. We go
further. We ask that the Department
should keep a lookout for these offend-
ing employers, not merely regarding the
offences they commit from day to day,
but also in regard to the refund of
under-payments.

The position today is that the Labour
Department acts very much like a Good
Samaritan towards the employer alone.
The employer is given any number of
chances. Thereafter the  employer
undertakes to refund the money.
know a large number of cases in which
the employer’s undertaking was nothing
but a ruse to deprive the worker again
of the refund of the arrears that were
due to him. The employer undertakes
to pay back the money, and what does

he do? He calls up the worker and
gets him, under duress, to sign a
receipt. We ask that the Department

and the Minister should take note of the
Sarious ruses that are being adopted by
crafty employers. ln every case where
an under-payment has been detected,
we demand a prosecution, and if a re-
fund is made, it should be made. to the
worker through the Department, and not
through the employer.

3.0 .M.

There are one or two points to which
I wish to refer on the subject of indus-
 trial diseases. Many of the workers n
this country find it impossible, even
~ through the existing machinery of the
Workmen’s Compensation Ordinance, to
get their dues from the employers. In
the printing presses of the country, lead
poisoning is a very common industrial
disease. I have yet fo hear of anyone
in a private printing firm who has been
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able to get compensation for lead poison-
ing. When cases are taken up before
the Workmen’s Compensation Board,
invariably the workmen are unable to
prove that their sicknesses are directly
attributable to the work which they are
engaged in doing. Therefore, 1 ask
that there should be legislation to com-
pel employers to carry out a pre-employ-
ment medical examination of the workers
in many of the trades in which industrial
diseases oceur.

With regard to the working of the
Workmen’s Compensation Ordinance,
one finds that one officer of the Depart-
ment is detailed to do all the work. In
the year 1947, there were 1O less than
170 inquiries, and, as & result of just
handing over the entire work to on3
officer, these cases are outstanding for
the last two or three years with the re-
cult that the workers have not been able
to obtain any relief. It is necessaly
that the Hon. Minister should strengthen
this Department by the addition of one
or two more officers to earry out thes
inquiries.

I shall speak of public assistance
under the appropriate Head, but I now
wish to draw the attention of the Hon.
Minister to the present policy ef the
Government by which public assistance

is rendered only in those areas in which

the Poor Law does not operate. Thus,
the Government deprives the people of
towns like Colombo, Kandy and Galle,
__and next year in three more towns
when three additional municipalities are
constituted—irom receiving public
assistance.

The Chairman: The hon. Member can g

take it up under the proper Head.

Mr. Dahanayake: I am going on a
question of policy.

The Chairman: The hon. Member.
can  deal with the question of poliey
when it comes under that Head.

Mr. Dahanayake: I am entitled to
question the policy of the Hon. Minister.

' T am not challenging the detailed work-

ing of the department. All that T wank
to point out is that a section of the
country is shut out from the scheme of
the Hon. Minister and that that should
receive his early attention. 5 24 .
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Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena (Kotte):
May I bring to the notice of the Hon.
Minister the utter chdos that exists in
his particular Ministry? We find that
many employment exchanges have been
opened throughout the country but the
work that has been going on through the
officers of the employment exchanges is
utterly unsatisfactory. I should say
that people resent the work that is being
I find that.
when workers who are unemployed go
there to get some type of relief by way
of securing a job, they are asked to
come there not once or twice but over
a hundred times. They have to go there
many times in order to get some sort
of employment. They are first asked to
register themselves. They do register;
then, they are asked to come in three
week's time to get the registered card
sealed.

The Chairman: That matter also
comes under a different Head. You
speak about policy, but when you come
to the Vote you want to speak again.
You can speak on the general policy but
not on particular matfers like that.
When you speak on a particular matter.
that does not mean that you can meet
a particular point and then take it up
again. There is an item for it. Will
the hon. Member take it up under that
item?

Me. D. B. R. Gunawardena: That is
inadequate to meet the needs of the un-
employed and the people who need some
sort of relief in this country. I find that
happening not in the employment ex-

- change bureau alone, but in cases where

disputes have to be dealt with by the
Tabour Department, it has acted always
in favour of the vested interests. When-
ever we want to get a thing done, there
is always some sort of obstruction by the
TLabour Department. Sir, in many ins-
tances, when the motor workers had
gone to get the wages which had not
been paid to them by the motor em-
ployers, they found that, even after
having ten to fifteen conferences with
the Liabour Department their dues were
not settled. But, when onee 1t was
settled, when the arrears and o on were
fo be paid to the workers, as my hon.
Triend the Member for Galle said, they
were. advised to go to the employer who
4—— T, N. 13669 (8/48)
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paid them openly in the presence of*the
Tabour Officer. But, later on, under
the threat of expulsion, the money that
they received had to refunded.

The Chairman: There again the hon.
Member can bring it up under a separate

Head. It will come under the next
Head. :

Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena: On

the
question of old-age pensions. :

The Chairman: That comes under a
different Head, and besides, there is 4
Motion on old-age pensions.

Mr. D, B. R. Gunawardena: I should
like the Hon. Minister to make a special
survey of Colombo and the suburban
areas regarding the number of people
who would generally need some sort of
relief. When one gets up at night and
walks from the Pettah to Borella, say
between 11 p.m. and 2 A.M., he will find
hundreds of people sleeping outside on
the doorsteps of houses without any pro-
tection or any provision made for them.
There is no provision even to shield them
from the rain. This is the state of
affairs in the City of Colombo. Then
what happens? The Police, in order to
make the Ordinance operative, come up
to these people, pull them out and lock -
them behind the walls of the Welikada
Prison or they are sent to the
concentration camps at Angoda. Thisis
the state of affairs that exists.

Then, with regard to the general policy
adopted by the Deparfment, after regis-
tration of the workers, it is for them to
give jobs. The earlier policy enunciated
by the Department of Social Services
was that people who are registered would
be given jobs. .

The Chairman: The registration of
unemployed persons comes under another
Head.

%

Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena:

I am
speaking about relief works. If, say,

there are 100 unemployed people
the Kolonnawa, or Wellawatta-Galkissa
areas, these people should be given pre-
ference at a work started in that area.
That policy has not been adopted by the
Department. yet.
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fr. D. B. R. Gunawardena. |
I should like to say a word or two
in general regarding the peasantry in the

country who need a great deal of help -

through this Department. Off and on
their crops fail and off and on their huts
get washed away by floods.

The Chairman: There is another entire

~ vote on that too. Practically everything

the hon. Member has in mind is supplied

under various other Heads. All that the

hon. Member can ecriticize under this

Vote is the conduct of the business of
the Department.

Mr. D. B. R, Gunawardena: There is
one more point on which I should like
to speak. It is regarding the right to
enter into estates and to hold meetings.

The Chairman: That matter  has
already been dealt with by the hon. Third
Member for Colombo Central.

Mr. S. A. Silva (Agalawatta): I wish

to refer to a conference which was held
by the Hon. Minister and the lawyers
of owners of rubber estates.

Mr. Dahanayake: That was a
conference held by the Hon. Minister.

Mr. S. A. Silva: The Hon. Minister
‘held a conference of the delegates of
owners and employees of rubber estates
with regard to the dismissal of estate
workers from rubber estates because ol
depreciating prices. - At that conference,
" we brought it to the notice of the Hon.
Minister that because the estates wers
not paying now, even if the estates were
being run at a loss, it was not proper for
the estate authorities to dismiss labour
for that reason alone. We suggested
~ that, if it is proved that estates could
- mot be run by employing the full com-
plement of labour, those estates be taken
over by the Government.
The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake: And
be worked at a loss? :

Mpr, 8. A, Silva: I should like to know
from the Hon. Minister whether he has
taken any steps to pass legislation

- against the wholesale dismissal of labour
 from estates. :
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Mr. Motha: There is only one point
to which I should like to refer. If:is
with regard to prosecutions for offences
committed by employers. In this con-
nection, 1 do wish to stress that the
Department should be directed by the
Hon. Minister .to take a more serious
view of the question. It is also neces-
sary, and I believe the Labour Officers
themselves will confirm what 1 say, that
there is this necessity for -legislation.
We have frequently made complaints
of short payments, of no name being
given, and so on, to labourers who have
worked on estates. It takes considerable
time to arrange a conference to inquire
into these matters. And, because the
Labour officers have no power to compel
the attendance of the employer to a con-
ference or to an inquiry, these officers
find themselves in a helpless position.
The cause is that they are short of per.
sonnel. The only power which the
present - legislation gives them is the
power to visit and inspect the books on
the estates. Well, in certain cases,
these people have to travel fifteen,
twenty or even thirty miles for the pur-
pose of inspecting the estate books.
They may probably take the whole day.
1f legislation is passed, which will com-
pel the attendance of the employers on
credible information that an offence has
been committed against any section or
provision, which is in favour of the
workers, which would ensure to them
that wages and other welfare conditions
will be met, that is all that we want.

3.10 P.M.

We would also, ask the Hon. Minister
whether, in view of the fact that social
security is the objective in the sense
that the well-being of the common man,
his earning capacity, his security of in-
come, security of job and full employ-
ment—all converge upon the one object-
ive of social security—he has a poliey
whereby even by gradual stages we can
approach the state in which every man,
woman and child in this country can be
assured of his income and of his meals
being provided for.

Mpr. Iriyagolla: Will 1T be in Gr.der if

S
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I make a few remarks regarding the.

policy of the Hon. Minister in regard to
relief works under Social Services?

The Chairman: Why not take it up
under the particular Vote?
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Ml' Iriyagolla: Once we come to the

- parficular Vote we will not get an

opportunity of firing because the big

guns will shut us out.

The Chairman: Even the small guns
will be given a chance to fire.

Mr. J. A. Martensz (Appointed Mem-
ber) : Much has been said in the course
of the last few minutes in regard to the
incidence of lead poisoning in printing
establishments. A statement was made,
1 believe, by the hon. Member for Galle
in’ a general way. I took the trouble
to ring up two prominent printing firms
who have a considerable business, and I
have been authorized to state that in
both thpse firms they have a doctor who
examines any worker who complains of
any illness and that no single case has
been brought to the notice of the doctor
of lead poisoning. If such a case had
been brought to their notice, it would

have received their immediate attention -

and all the necessary action taken by the
employers to pay the necessary claim
under the Workmen’s Compensation
Ordinance and everything possible would
have been done to give adequate com-
pensation. I feel that T should make a
statement in fairness to the printing
frms because a general statement should
not be allowed to pass without being
challenged. '

The Hon. Mr. Goonesinha: Is not the
Minister replying?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
Not necessary. If he replies, there will
be another discussion.

The Chairman: You talk on the
general policy and leave the other
Heads.

The Hon., Mr. Goonesinha: You can
deal with the hon. Member for Galle.

The Hon. Mr. T. B. Jayah (Minister
of Labour and Social Services): The
hon. Third Member for Colombo Central
(Mr. Keuneman) in his usual way
started by saying that he had serious
charges to make against the Labour
Department.
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Mr. Keuneman : Againgt your- policy.

The Hon. Mr. Jayah: Or against the
policy the Minister is operating. But
when he mentioned certain facts con-
nected with the administration of the
Liabour Department and with the alleg-
ed policy of the Minister, he somehow or
other could not come out with a single
fact which could bear out the case which =
he miade so vehemently. -

Mr. Keuneman: Why not?

\

The Hon.. Mr. Jayah» He attacked
the Department for not being impartial: =
He attacked the partiality of the Labour
Department in dealing with certain
matters.

Mr. Keuneman: I say that the ¢
policy is one of partiality and not that
the officials are partial.

The Hon. Mr. Jayah: I only made it
a bit milder. And then he stated that
although the Wages Boards have been
set up to deal with matters as between
the employer and the employee, the -
Labour Department did not carry out the
law as it should do, becatuse somehow or
other it was partial towards the em- ~
ployer. And that charge was reiterated
by the hon. Member for Galle although =
he endeavoured to pay a compliment to
the Labour Department; and in doing
g0 he found fault with the Hon. =
Minister without Portfolio for his lack |

The Hon. Mr. Goonesinha: T.et him
go back to Richmond College. .

The Hon. Mr. Jayah: Either the
hon. Third Member for Colombo Central
has not read the Administration Report
of the Commissioner of Labour or the
hon. Member for Galle does not under-
stand the finer points of the language of
the Report. It will be clear when 1
read what the Department has exactly
done in this matter. This is what the
Administration Report of the TLabour
Commissioner  says at  page 28,7
paragraph 138: :

‘““ There was no change in the policy of the
Department in the matter of prosecutions for
infringement of the Ordinance.”

*\
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[Hon. Mr. Jayah. |
There was nothing vague about it

The Report goes on to state:
““Prosecutions were entered -only on failure,

after every endeavour had been made, to recover

short payments or to correct the employer by
departmental procedure.”

» Mr. Dahanayake: That is what we

object to.

The Hon. My. Jayah: It is common
sense procedure. The Report says:

** Sixteen prosecutions were instituted for
-various offences under the Ordinance and con-
victions were obtalined in twelve cases. Four

o
rases were pending at the end of the year under
review.’’

Mr. Dahanayake: How many cases
were detected?

The Hon. Mr. Jayah: The Report
states:

** 300 cases of enforced deductions from the
wages were detected . . . ... i

Mr. Dahanayake: Out of 300 cases
only 16 prosecutions!

The Hon., Mr. Jayah: I am in a
position fo state that I have gone into
a number of these cases. Representa-
tions were made to me by employers
that these Inspectors of Labour were
somewhat hard on them. But what
actually happened? It is quite clear
that the Inspectors were doing their
duty, and I do not think you can at
any time question their impartiality.
It is very unfortunate that hon. Mem-
bers should question the impartiality of
the officers of the Department who are
trying to do their duty in a matter

Mr. Keuneman: I am not questioning
the impartiality of the officers but the
policy of the Department.

The Hon. Mr. Jayah: Our partiality
towards the employer! There is no
question of partiality here; if at all, it
is the other way about. We are mors
inclined to help the workers because we
know that they are in a helpless position
sSometimes. '

Mr. A. Reginald Perera: That is why
you are there. -

The Hon, Mr. Jayah: Hon. Members
must not make rash sfatements. . 1f
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there is any particular case, 1 have
always told them that they could bring
such cases to my notice.

Then he said that there are certain
trades with a paucity of workers and
that we allow them to sweat. How
easv it ig for the hon. Member to make
statements like that! We have already
established 38 Wages Boards dealing
with a number of trades and even the
small trades, to which the hon. Member
referred to are receiving attention.

I have already appointed a Wages
Board to deal with the cinema business.
In fact when the hon. Member asked me
about this the other day, I said we were
waiting till the members of the Board
gave their consent to function on the
Board. We are taking every possible
step to 'see that the employees are
properly treated.

With regard te mercantile employees,
it is a very difficult question, but I have
not been deterred by that fact; there
are obviously so many difficulties con-
nected with that question. I am deter-
mined to see that something is done:
In fact it is more than a question of mini-
mum wages where the mercantile services
are concerned. I want to see whether
we cannot evolve a satisfactory salary
scheme that will be acceptable both to
the employer and to the employee.
After all, there is no use carrying out
projects which will not be acceptable
to an important section of emplovers
who have much to do with the payment
of salaries. ‘

Then with regard to the right of ei:try
into estates to see workers there. I
think an hon. Member raised this ques-
tion; if I am to answer that question
in the way I should, T have to blame -
the hon. Member and those who think
like him for any little trouble they have
experienced. 1 do not think estate
proprietors are so bad. I do not think
it is difficult for people with peaceful
intentions to visit estates. But if ths
intention ot certain leaders is to create
trouble in the estates, to put up the
workers against the employers, then I
think they have no right to expect better
treatment. But from a theovetical
point of view, I can assure myv hen.
Friend that the right of entry would not
normally be questioned. T quite agree
with him that estate voters should be
in, 8 position to know what iz going
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on. It is certainly not right that diffi-
culties should be placed in the way of
these workers. But I do not think there
will be much of a difficulty if homn.
Members, who are rather keen on em-
phasizing this aspect so much, will also
do their duty by allowing the labourers
to go in the way they are going. After
all, estate labourers are not such
innocent men. We know the mumbez of
strikes in which they have been in-
volved and the amount of trouble which
they have given. They stand up for
their rights. I do not think they need
the helping hand of some of the leaders
who want to make out that without
them these labourers will be neglected.
No; they know their rights and 1 think,
when the occasion demands it, they ex-
ercise their rights. That is why I in-
structed, as soon as I assumed office,
that if at any time there was any
trouble between workers and employers
the officers of the Department should
place their services at the disposal of
both parties. There is absolutely no
difficulty.

T am sure the leaders of the Ceylon
Indian Congress Labour Union or lead-
ers of any other Union would not have
anything to say against the officers of
the Department who deal with such
questions.

330 p.M.

Regarding matters connected with
unemployment, I do not know whether
I should really say anything much
hecause already the subject: has been
discussed. But one thing is clear. The
(tovernment has taken a series of steps
to see that the unemployed are really
found employment. During the last
three or four months we have succeeded
in formulating a number of schemes
which will give employment to a fairly
large number, and if all the schemes
that we have in view are put into effect,
yery soon a large percentage of the
unemployed will be found employment.
That is why I made it a point to con-
vene a meeting between the Ministers,
Permanent Secretaries and Heads of
Departments so that steps might be.
taken to expedite matters. I myself
wae not satisfied with the progress that
was being made. The Hon. Prime Min-
ister was very keen thabigthe guestion
should be. tackled prompily),and thlestis
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why an island-wide survey of the unem-
ployed has been made. Bub unfortun-
ately, though that has been done, yet
what is the inference drawn of what has
been done? The hon. Third Member
for Colombo Central remarked that what
we are doing was that we are trying to
““ whittle down . I do mnot know
whether it was he or the hon. Member
for Gralle who said that. It was the hon.
Member for Galle who said that he
heard it from a very high authorit

Mr. Dahanayake: From a Staff
Officer. : :

The Hon., Mr. Jayah: a Staft
Officer who is in charge of this particular
branch—the Colombo Central Exchange.
His instructions were— ;

Mr. Dahanayake: Please read out the
instructions.

The Hon. Mr. Jayah: His instrue-.
tions were definite. They are that the
register should be carefully checked.
The people who do not deserve to be
kept—naturally their names were struck
off, and the people whose names were
not in the register—their names were
included. '

. Mpr. Keuneman: Not in the register.

The Hon. Mr. Jayah: Well, the hon.
Member seems to be knowing mmore than
the Staff Officer who is in charge of the
Department. If the hon. Member goes
round and sees it for himself, he will
find that something definite has been
done and I would suggest to him that we
are acting in a very sincere manner. I
think it is a libel on the work that is
heing done in this connection.

T do not know whether there are any
other points. :

Mr. Keuneman:
housing?

What about estate

The Hon. My, Jayah: Yes, even there,
the hon. Member is not in possession of
the actual faects. He must not think
that he is the only man who visits the
estates.

I do not want them to be called
““ cooly - lines °’° because there is a
revised, type plan approved by the
Medical Department in connection with
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[Hon. Mr. J ayah. ]
these new houses. The cottages that
are being put up as a result of th_e
.report of Major Orde-Brown are semi-
detached cottages. All lines constructed
at present are modelled on the revised
type plan.

Of course, you cannot have all these

new housing schemes carried out in a
day. These things are being done in a
number of estates. I myself have had
the oceasion, before I became Minister,
to visit some of these so-called lines.
In faect, they are comparatively much
better than some of the houses that we
find in Colombo. That clearly shows
that we are doing everything that eould
be done.

In regard to occupational diseases, to
which the Member for Galle referred, in
fact, we have got persons specially
gualified in this subject, like Dr. Tiru-
chelvam. T would advise the hon.
- Member for Galle to visit him, well even
to consult him, if necessary, and to
visit the exhibition at Ananda College
which is to take place on the 16th.
There is a special room there set apart
to show the great work done by Dr.
Tiruchelvam.

- Mr. Dahanayake: You ask us to go
and see work that has not been done.

The Hon. Mpr. Jayah: The hon.
Member is a much more qualified man
on the subject. :

I have Zone into this matter fully and
| am satisfied that the work is being done
~ very well.

- Dr. Colvin R. de Silva: Sir, I wish

to have an opportunity to state in open

- House before hon. Members why it is
that we, on these benches, intend for
the first time in the course of this

Appropriation Bill in Committee, to
- divide on the question of a Minister’s
- salary.

The Chairman: Tt has happened on
very many occasions previously.

Dr. Colvin R. de Silva: Buf on this
particular oceasion it is better to know
why; and T want a couple of minutes to

“explain whatever the reasons rnay havs
been for the previous divisionia o’

e
R F e e T
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Never, Sir, I think, in the experience
of this Parliament has a Minister per-
mitted himself to a tone and manmner
and contempt of respect that deserve
reprehension as on the present occasion.
To this extent, Sir, it is no pleasure
even for Members behind him, the hon.
Members sitting behind him, to see these
diluted actions on the part of a Minis-
ter. The * Hon. Minister of ILabour
informed the Members of the Opposition
that he questions the right of entry into
the estates of labour organizers. His
view is that we should continue to
depend upon the so-called *‘ goodwill of
the employer *° based upon his eoneept
of good behaviour in relation to the
very mhen who are exploiting labour to
the very limit. I say, Sir, the Hon.
Minister is guilty of dereliction of duty.

The Chairman: I do not think that
the hon. Member is entitled to use such
language.

Dr. Colvin R. de Silva: I do not
know which section of my speech you
refer to. '

The Chairman: To the very last
sentence of yours—‘‘ guilty of derelic-
tion of duty '’. T cannot allow the hon.
Member to use such words.

Dr. Colvin R. de Silva: Then, Sir, 1
withdraw those words and put it in
another way. In fact, there is no way
for the Members of the Opposition to
express their disapproval, to express their
utter disapprobation, their sentiments of
the policy to which the Hon. Minister
of Labour now gave utterance except to
divide on the vote on this subject.

Sir, there are one or two other matters
to which it is necessary to advert. I
would advise the Hon. Minister, despite
his grey hairs, to take a lesson from the
younger members of the Cabinet, for
instance, the Hon. Minister of Agricul-
ture or the Hon. Minister of Education
who stood up to criticisms and met. them
with facts. He would then find things
easy. He should know how to hold a
good position. He should know how to:
tackle the unemployment problem more
thoroughly. He should know how to
reduce a great percentage of unemploy-
ment'dywthe country in a given period.
Sir, the Hon. Minister will have to labour

S
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harder in order to carry this Cabinet
On his work and
upon his record will the Cabinet be
judged, more than the work and the
record of any other Minister like the Min-
ister of Agriculture.
look at the problem of labour from the
point of view of labour officers, from the
angle of welfare officers, if he does not
understand that ‘¢ men wrest?in battle
against their problems when there 1is
nothing else to do,”’ then before the end
of this Parliament, life will teach him
a bitter lesson, which he will have to
apply in his policy. In the meantime,
T trust that it would be in Order for me
to say this, that even from a Govern-
ment like this, a Cabinet like this, by
actions so reactionary, SO nakedly
reactionary, we ghall have the shame of
having been in this Parliament.

Question put, ‘° That the vote be
reduced by Rs. 10 in respect of sub-head
5 e .

The Committee divided (under Stand-
ing Order 48): Ayes, 22; Noes, 41.

Question, °° That the
Rs. 189.114 for Head 109, Vote No. 1;
be inserted in the Schedule, ' put and
agreed to.
. Head 109, Vote 1, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Head 110.—Commissioner of Labour

Vote No. 1.—Salaries and Expenses of
the Department of the Commissioner
of Labour, Rs. 3,168,161.

Mr. Dahanayake: I want to point out
to the Hon. Minister that while we
generally agree that the Department of
Tabour has done good work, we under-
stand with regret that very recently there
has crept in to the Department a sense
of frustration, despondency and discon-
tentment. It was only the other day,
Sir. that the Hon. Prime Minister, when
he was an honoured guest at a dinner,
made a remark that Inspectors of the
Tabour Department formed the backbone

of the country.

3.45 ».M. .
The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:

1 do not remember ib.

Mr. Dahanayake: Whatever the Hon.
s Y STTE . % AR U e ST
Prime Minister says, we 6f/{isysiceans

the House are agreed that the Inspectors
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of the Labour Department do very one-
vous and responsible duties which, up tio
thig point, within the narrow s
policy, they have rendered to the best
of their ability. Therefore, Sir, it is @
sad commentary to have to state that
these Inspectors who form, in the
words of the Hon, Prime Minister, * the
backbone of the country ' are today a
sadly disillusioned and discontented lot.

The Hon. Mr, D. S. Senanayake:
I do not think I said that. S

The Chairman: You must not pay
serious attention to what was said after
dinner.

Mr. Dahanayake: If that is so, the
Prime Minister can contradict it here.

The reason for this discontentment 1is
that these Inspectors, the majority of
whom are graduates, and were recruited
very carefully by the Department about:
five or six years ago, have been trying
for a number of years to better their
prospects in the Department. . Their
work is of a specialized nature and the
Inspectors, most of whom, again 1 re-
peat it, are graduates, hope in time to
become Assistant Commissioners of
Labour.

The agitation for such an improvement
in their prospects lasted for a few years
when, in May 1947, the then Commis-
sioner of Labour, who today happens to
be the Permanent Secretary to the
Ministry of Labour, gave the Inspectors.
the following undertaking. This is what
the then Commissioner of Labour wrote
to the Secretary of the Association of
Inspectors of the T.abour Department : —

“ Tt will be my mnormal policy to recruit
from the Inspectorate to the Assistant Oom-
missioner’s Grade, but such recruitment will be
purely on merit and suitability as in Class IIT.
of the Ceylon Civil Service.”

That assurance was given in May,
1947, and the agitation on the part of
the Inspectors stopped for a while last
year. Recently, Siv, with the expansion
of the Department and with the officers
of the Department being entrusted with
more and greater duties, it became
necessary to reeruit a certain number of
Assistant Commissioners. But how was
this recruitment made?

It is a sad fact that the assurance of
Magryionl 947, was forgotten, that the
¢laimas of the graduates and the other
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experienced men who had served as Ins-
pectors were overlooked, and that the
Department recruited a number of Assis-
tant Commissioners of Labour from
outside the ranks of those in the Depart-
ment. When those recruitments from
outside were examined in detail they
‘showed that no regard had been paid
even to the feelings of the men over
whose heads these new men were select-
ed. Many of the new Asgsistant Com-
missioners of Labour who were recruited
were not graduates, and one of them
was an individual who had been con-
sidered not fit to be a permanent
Inspector, but was nevertheless recruited
as a new Assistant Commissioner of
Labour.

~This matter was brought to the notice
of the Head of the Department, of the
Permanent Secretary and of the Hon.
Minister of Liabour 6n several occasions
through several representations,
nothing has been done to allay the fears
of this very deserving body of men that
their very genuine claims are being
overlooked by the authorities.

Now, Sir, what has been done cannot
be undone; but we ask the Government
for an assurance that this type of blun-
dering will not be repeated. We ask
that the Inspectors of the Labour De-
partment who have done good work in
the past should be permitted to continue
to do good work without having feelings
of frustration forced upon them. We
ask, in short, Sir, the Minister to tell
us that the assurance given to the Ins-
pectors of this Department in May,
1947, will be carried out in the future.

The Hon. Mr, D. S. Senanayake:
There is one thing I wish to mention
with regard to the assurance that was
asked from the Minister. I am sure my
~ ‘good Friend knows that according to
the Oonstitution, promotions and trans-
fers are not in the hands of the Minister.
We are not expected to bring any
_influence to bear on the conduct of the
Publie Service Commission.

Mr. Keuneman: This need not go to
the Public Service Commission.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
. The powers have been delegated to_the
- Commission, and I do not think that
the Hon. Minister can give an under-
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taking, because it is not our intention
to influence the Public Serviece
(lomimission 111 the maftter of

appointments.

Mr. Dahanayake: In reply to that,
Mr. Chairman, I would like to state
that the question is one of policy. If
the Cabinet says, °‘ Reeruit from
outside, *’ the Public Service Commis-
sion will proceed to do it; if the Cabinet,
on the other hand, says, °° Recruit
internally, * the Public Service Com-
mission will do so. It is only the ques-
tion of whether A, B, C or D is rec-
ruited, that will have to be decided by
the Public Service Commission. Buf
the policy, as to whether appointment
should be from outside or by process of
internal promotion, is one for decision by
the Minister.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
No, Sir. I can assure the hon. Member
that it is not so. The Permanent

Secretary can only deal with normal pro-
motions and transfers which do not
involve an addition in salary.

A certain reference was made to me
with regard to a statement which I am
supposed to have made after dinner.
But T should have thought that by this
time hon. Members would have come to
realize that any statement made by me
even after dinner should be taken more
seriously than statements that are made
after dinner by some others. Never-
theless, I might say with regard to the
matter under reference that I never said
that the Labour Inspectors formed the
backbone of this country, but I remember
saying that the way in which they con-
duct their business can be a means of
bringing about good feeling between
labour and capital, and that they were
functioning in ,a capacity of great
importance to the eountry.

Mr. Keuneman: Referring to the re-
marks made by the hon. Member for:
Galle on the dissatisfaction and alarm
among the officers of this Department.
Sir, T would like to say that it is not
only among the Inspectors but also
among the clerical staff and those lower
down in the administrative ladder that
a feeling has come that there is some-
thing =~ seriously = wrong in _ the
administration of this Department.
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T Qo not know whether the Hon. Min-
ister is aware that there is a general
feeling among the clerks in this Depart-
ment that very often far too stringent
punishments are meted out for what are
after all very minor offences. I do nob
know whether the officers concerned are
now trying to import into the Depart-
ment the policy of the U.N.P. outside
it; but I would like to bring to the atten-
tion of this House one particular case
which, according to information in my
possession, seems to have received rather
harsh treatment and which, I hope, will
not continue.

This is a case concerning one of the
clerks of the Department who used to
be in the habit of trying to find out what
the time was—obviously a man very
much interested in his time. One day
he phoned up the telephonist at the
Control Office of the Exchange and,
instead of asking the very normal ques-
tion, ‘“ What is the time? '’—this clerk
apparently was somewhat of a wag with
a peculiar sense of humour—he asked the
voung lady concerned, ‘“ How far have
we progressed towards the grave so
far? ’’ Apparently, this young lady was
not quite sure of the exact meaning of
this request, and she reported him to
his superior officer.

Undoubtedly the young man was
rather flippant; but  subsequently
. apologies were made, and one would
have expected the matter would have
been settled between the two parties
to the dispute. Instead of that, how-
ever, I find that this young man has been
punished by having his increment
stopped for six months for such a minor
matter. That punishment seems to be
unnecessarily harsh, and obviously it is
not a thing which is going to encourage
good feeling among the clerks in the
Department. I would like to ask the
Hon Minister—I suppose he is aware of
. these matters—to see that this sort of
pupishment for trivial matters is not
indulged m. _

The other point which is engaging the
attention of the minor staff and the clerks
of the Department of the Hon. Minister
is the question of their canteen.

This Labour Department is supposed
to oo round and advise and organize all
other Government Departments on how
to run canteens; but it is“péintéd ‘6us
that in the very canteen of this Labour
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Department there are no chairs for any-
body to sit down. On the theory, Sir,
that charity should begin at home, I
think the weltfare which they are now
trying to 'spread to the other Depart-
ments might very well have begun with
the 1e.tmiltoyees of the Labour Department
itselt.

Mr.. Cholmondeley Goonewardene
(Kalutara):1 wish to say a few words
about the enforcement of the Shops Act.

The Hon. Mr. Goonesinha:
comes under the next Head.

That

Mr. Dahanayake: We are dealing with
sub-head 1.

The Chairman: Sub-head 1 is really
the working of the Department. I do
not mind dealing with any sub-head
under this Vote. There is nothing else. -

Yir. Cholmondeley Goonewardene:
It is a mistake today to think that the
Shops Act is being enforced in various
towns in this Island. It is only certain
provisions of the Shops Ordinance of 1938
that are in force. Those are the pro-
visions with regard to the closing hours,
the number of hours of work, and the
question of holidays with pay.

One of the most important provisions,
Sir, with regard to the Shops Act is that
no employee should reside within the
premises of a business. This provision,
however, was not enforced during the
war on account of the special conditions
that prevailed at that time. This con-
cession, one would have thought, would
have been withdrawn when hostilities
were over, but we observe that that con-
cesgion is being still afforded to
employers, with the result that it has
become extremely difficult for Inspectors
of Labour to detect people working after
hours when their place of residence is

‘also on the premises of the employer.

There are certain other provisions, too,
Mr. Chairman, in the Shops Aet n
regard to sanitation and other matbers
which are not in force. I brought up
this matter during the last Budget
Debate, too, but I find that no action
has been taken during the past year.

Kven with regard to those provisions
bfutleoShops Act which are already in
force, we find that most of the rules
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are honoured more In the breach than
in the observance. This is a well-known

fact.
‘The Chairman: The Sitting is
suspended till 4.30 p.M.

Sitting accordingly suspended until
4.830 p.m., and then resumed.
4.30 p.M.

Mry. GCholmondeley Goonewardene:
When we adjourned for tea 1 was

veferring to the Shops Ordinance.
Tt is within the knowledge of
Members of this House that shop

workers are compelled to work beyond
the legal hours behind closed doors. The
law on this point can never be effectively
enforced until the provision which pro-
hibits employers from allowing their
employees to reside in the premises s
enforced. There are thousands of shop
‘employees in the Island who undergo
hardships on this account. I egannot
understand the failure on the part of the
Minister of Labour to take action.

The facts I have referred to are borne
out in the Administration Report of the
Commissioner of Labour for 1947. - 1
am at a loss to understand why the Min-
istry and the Department of Labour
should be so anxious to obtain .the
““ (o-operation '~ of employers in en-
forcing this regulation. Ivery attempt
on the part of the Government to reduce
_the working hours of an employee in an
attack on the capitalist, and to expect
the co-operation of employers in a move
detrimental to their interests is, to say
the least,  absurd.

If the Ministry is really serious abous
limiting the number of hours of work

of the employees, it must see that the

regulations are enforced in spite of any
opposition it may have to meet from
the employer.

T would like to say a few words on
the Wages Boards Ordinance and the
decisions under that Ordinance prescrib-
ing minimum wages, and also on the
~ provision requiring employees to work
a certain minimum number of hours,
before they are entitled to the minimum
wage. Because of this provision a num-
ber of employees today are not being
paid the minimum wage, Tmployers
resort to various devices to circumvent

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

—(ommitiee 1144
the law on this point, One guch dévice
is to get an undertaking ifrom the em-
ployee that he is not prepared to work
more than two or three hours a day.
This undertaking most employees give
through fear of dismissal. 1 have re-
ported a number of cases of this type to
the Department of Labour, but 1 find
that the Department is reluctant 1o
launch prosecutions against the employ-
ers. 1 do mot say that this is due to
any partiality on the part of the officers
concerned towards the employers. I
have been told by the officer concerned
that they really fear

The Chairman: This matter was fully
argued, and a reply was given. Figures
were given of the number of prosecu-
tions and convictions.

Mr. Cholmondeley Goonewardene:
T am referring to the law on this parti-
cular point. I am told that the officers
are afraid to enter prosecutions because
the law on the subject is defective.
They fear that if a prosecution were to
fail it would create a bad effect on other
employers. 1t is time that the Minister
took the matter up and reviewed the
legislation on .this point so as to avoid
the provisions of this Ordinance being
circumvented by unscrupulous employ-
ers. There is no point in appointing
Wages Boards and empowering them to
make decisions if there is no effective
machinery for carrying out these
decisions.

We have raised this matter time and
again and we hope that the Minister will
take very early action to have the law
on this point reviewed so that it could
be made thoroughly effective for enfore-
ing the minimum wages that employees
are entitled to under this Ordinance.

Mr. Dahanayake: I want to refer to
one or fwo points not already
touched upon. I want to ask the Miu-
ister to look into ‘the duties entrusted .
to the Registrars of Servants. These
officers are found in only six towns of
the Island, Colombo, Kandy, Nuwara
Eliya, Hatton, Trincomalee and Diya-
talawa. These Registrars have to main-
tain a register of all domestic servants.
The idea of maintaining this register of
domestic servants, or of those who wish
to become domestic servants is an old
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one, but the idea has not been extended
to seeing that the lot of the domestic
servant 18 a happy one.

I. want to point out to the Minister
that the domestic servant in this country
is a thoroughly neglected, uncared for,
individual who is completely at the
mercy of his master. The law relating
to the compulsory attendance at school
of children below a certain age is eir-
cumvented in cases where children are
taken on as domestic servants.

Wages are not paid regularly fo these
domestic servants. Some employers
pretend to accumulate the wages of their
servant and kick the poor fellow out on
the slightest pretext. There have been
instances of little boys running away and
becoming lost to their parents and to
the world. Nobody knows where they
are today. Thousands of these little
boys and girls originally recruited as
domestic servants, today roam the streets
of Colombo.

1 want to ask the Minister whether
he cannot extend the scope of work of
the Registrar of Servants so as to ensure
to all domsetic servants some of the
ordinary amenities of life to which they
are entitled in any civilized society. In
particular, I ask the Minister to see
that even if a child is engaged in
domestic work, it is not deprived of the
education to which it is entitled.

T want to speak a few words on the
question of maternity benefits adminis-
tered through the Department of the
Commissioner of Labour 3

Mp. Subasinghe: Social Services.

The Hon. Mr. A. Ratnayake: The
next Head.

Mr. Dahanayake: Then I shall not
refer, to it now.

I want to say a few words on Sub-
Head 4. °° Measures for increasing
employment’’. This is a new sub-head.
In last year’'s Estimates we had an item
entitled °° Unemployment relief and
other special unemployment relief
measures. ©~ 1 want to know what
prompted the Cabinet to alter this to
read. *“ Measures for increasing employ-

ment .
The Chairman: Unemployment relief

comes under the next Head)igub-headodls
which provides a sum of Ri¥/72:400,000v2
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Mr. Dahanayake: I want to know
what is their plan for the future.
Evidently the Commissioner of Labour
is being entrusted with the task of de-
vising measures for increasing employ-
ment. I say that the Commissioner of
Labour is mnot competent to devise
meagures for increagsing employmens.
The whole scheme has been miscon-
cieved. How can the Commissioner of
Labour devise measures for increasing
employment when that is really a matter

for the Cabinet and the’ Central
authorities. i
I want to ask the Minister how he

proposes to spend the Rs. 2,400,000
allotted under this sub-head. What
are his plans, and how many people will
find employment under those plans?
Will the plans be effectively carried out?
TIs there any attempt today to devise
measures for employment in various
parts of the country, to meet the needs
of the unemployed who are seeking
work? ‘ :

In my view, sub-head 4 is, if you will
permit me to use the term, a “* bogus >
item, an item that is ingerted in the
Tistimates merely to fool the country and
to dupe the Opposition. If that is not
the case, I ask the Minister to give &
list of the plans; where it is proposed to
start these works and how many of the
unemployed could be recruited through
this scheme, so that we may judge whe-
ther this vote is adequate to cope with: -
the problem in this country.

I want now to refer to certain subtle
devices used by employers to avoid
payment of wages at the rates laid downr
under the Wages Boards Ordinance. T
many of the engineering firms, for ins-
tance, apprentices are paid nothing ab
all. The apprentice is looked upon as
a ‘¢ little chap *’ who loiters about, do-
ing nothing. But he really has to do
work, and Government acted correctly
when it prescribed certain wage rates
for him, so much for the first year, so
much for the second year, and so on. A
large number of engineering firms, and
even printing firms, do’ not pay the
apprentices the correct wages. When
cases of that type are detected, payments
are made and underpayments made
good. Then follows vietimization.

4.45 p.m,

Quick on the heels of the payment of
wages according to the Wages Boards
Ordinance, a large nuraber of apprentices
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and other workers are discontinued.
That is a tragic state of affairs. We ask
the Government to devise legislation to
ensure a living wage to-the worker. The
employer, crafty, cruel, wicked, mali-
cious, when compelled to pay that living
wage, resorts to kicking the worker out.
Now, there must be some method where-
by that type of victimization is stopped
once and for all. I ask the Minister to
tell us what he proposes to do in such
cases. 1 know of even reputable firms
who, when called upon by the Labour
Department to pay the correct wages,
have revenge on the workers by discon-
tinuing them. . *° You compel us to give
the correct wages. Out you go, because
we want you no longer.”” Surely, some
measure must be devised to ensure that
there is continuity, that there is security
of tenure for the workers of this coun-
try, to see that when they ask for their
vights, for their elementary rights, they
are not deprived of their employment.

I also want to ask what work is done
from the Vote allotted under Sub-head
8, “ Expenses of students in training
abroad.”’

Mr. E. E. Spencer (Appointed Mem-
ber): If T may be permitted just to say
a few things, having listened to the hon.
Member for Kalutara (Mr. Cholmonde-
ley Goonewardene) I must submib that
his statement was most unfair to the
general body of employers. He has

painted a picture to this House which
~ suggests that on all accounts employers
refuse to accept or consider the interests
of the employees. I cannot answer«for
the great body of employers, but from
considerable experience, I can assure
this House that employers are fully
alive to the need for meeting all reason-
able and just requirements on the part
of employees. A tremendous amount
has been done in recent years on estates
in terms of housing, medical and ‘other
facilities, but where hours of work and
‘the question of wages are concerned,
obviougly they can only be considered
from an economic viewpoint, and impos-
sibilities eannot be carried out. I mere-
ly want to say in defence of the
employers of whose affairs I am
cognisant, that the general statements
of the hon. Member for Kalutara are not
in aceordance with the facts.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Mr. Dahanayake: He gave you facts
and figures.

The Chairman: Order, please!

Mr. Motha: I would like briefly to
draw the attention of the Hon. Minister
to the fact that in Up-country areas the
labour offices are understaffed compared
with what the position was abo_ut a year
or two ago. That is the situation in the
Up-country —areas where there are
thousands upon thousands of workers
employed on a fairly organized basis.

I freely acknowledge the great service
which many of the officers of the Depart-
ment in those areas have done, in spite
of certain very limiting conditions which
cramp their activities, to which I would
presently refer. But at present it 1is
very unfortunate that, for instance, 1n
the Hatton office, which is practically the
headquarters of the whole of the Central
Province, which has over 300,000 work-
ers on estates alone, apart from other
workers, there is an sufficiency of
staff, there is no Deputy Commissioner
of Labour to guide the Assistant
Commissioners and Inspectors. There-
fore the whole area during the last six
or seven years is in an awful condition.
There is only one Inspector in the Hatton
office, unless another has been recently
added; until about two or three weeks
ago, there was only one Inspector,
attending to a number of other duties
in addition to inspection. There is one
Inspector and one Assistant Commis-
sioner, I believe, in Kandy, and one
Inspector at  Nawalapitiya. These
officers have to spread their activities
from Nuwara Eliya down to Peradeniya.
They do not aet expeditiously when
workers want their intervention, and the
excuse is that they have not got the:
I think that is a very .justifiable
excuse. 1t certainly is the duty of the
Minister to provide sufficient personnel
to enable the work to be done
satisfactorily.
~ With reference to the remarks of the
hon. Appointed Member (Mr. Spencer)
Who spoke immediately. before me, it
is true that there are some very good
eI_nployers, and most of them belong to
his community. They do realize, in a
spirit of enlightened self-interest, that
they have to observe the Governmental
regulations as far as possible, and they
do pay heed to Government policy.
But'both among Huropeans and Indians

T e e L e Lo e e e e e o s T
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and Ceylonese employers, there are very
many black sheep. I certainly differ
from the hon. Appointed Member when
he says that a great deal has been done
in recent years by way of housing, and
so on. During recent years, on account
of war conditions, the position has
deteriorated on many estates, and whe-
ther this particular branch of labour
welfare falls within the purview of the
Hon. Minister of Labour or not, the
inspecting medical staff appears to have
been reduced. There is only one offi-
cer stationed in Badulla for the whole
area, and when we draw attention to
the shorteomings in respect.of housing
and sanitation, all that the Inspector
is able to do is to make a note and say
that he would refer the matter to the
Medical Department for attention and
report. It takes anything from six
months to two years to obtain a report,
and meanwhile this scandalous state cf
affairs continues, and it is only when
things are really seandalous, when con-
ditions are’ incurable that complaints
are really made, but even urgent re-
quests remain unheeded. It is neces-
sary, therefore, that the personnel of
the inspecting staff should be increased.

I think I should bring to the nofice ot
the Hon. Minister that there is a feel-
ing among the junior members of the
staff that if they take too strong a view
of the shortcomings of the employers.
they may be pulled up by the Depart-
ment. It may be well-founded, it may

be ill-founded; but that feeling is there.

We who have to refer matters to thein
constantly and secure inquiries or re-
dress of grievances can see that under-
current of feeling among the junior
officers. . It can only be due to the faet
that they do mnot receive sufficient
backing from the top. -

If vou will permit me to say just one
word about prosecutions, T think prose-
cutions are necessary, because ordinarily
the word of the employer against the
word of the worker carries greater
weight, and in cases where the charge
can be brought home to the employer,
it is necessary that he should be made
an example of, so J[-hE-l-t the other em-
ployers may not trifle with the? 1'egu13,t10.ns<
which the Government has imposed for
the welfare of the workers.

I would also refer in this connexion to
the divided responsibility for the wel-
fare of labour, both on estates and elsa-
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where, between the Labour Department
and the Medical Deparfment. It may
be mnecessary on technical grounds to
keep them separate, but it is equally
necessary that they should be well
co-ordinated; or else, it may lead to
overlapping of work. When the Labour
Department makes reports of irregular-
ities or shortcomings, the Medical
Department does "not pay prompt
attention to them, and the Medical
Department, with very limited opportu-
nities of inspection, is unable to find
out the shortcomings with regard to
sanitation and housing on estates, and to
remedy them. It will serve no purpose
for the Department to remain indolent
and inactive when there has been a
real deterioration in the position of
housing due to war conditions. These
questions  should be taken 'up°
immediately.

Mr. D. F. Hettiarachchi (Niwitigala) :
I wish to bring one matter to the notice
of the Hon. Minister. Last year I
brought up in this House the question
of the discontinuance of 300 workesrs
from one of the estates in my electorate.
This matter was taken up by the branch
of the Labour Department at Ratnapura,
and at a later stage, at a conference. it °
was decided that these 3800 workers
should be paid a month’s salary because
the Superintendent had failed to give
them a month’s notice. About two
months back I visited the estate on a
letter received from the Superintendent.
asking me to be present as he had to
make a statement, and stating that he
was prepared to pay the month’s wages
to the workers. But to my surprise, T
found that he made a wrong statement,
and I protested against it; I said I was
not prepared to accept that statement.

These 800 workers are from the
villages, doing sillara work. 1 know
there are about 50 workers from the
Balangoda area. 1 regret to say that
the Minister has taken nearly eleven
months to settle this matter, and these
things “happen almost every month in
those areas, especially in the Niwiti-
gala, Ratnapura and Balangoda areas.
I would ask the Minister to take imme-
diate steps to see that these workers are
paid their wages according to the agree-
ment they had reached with the
Superintendent.
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Mr. J. C. T. Kotalawela (Second
Badulla): I believe the Hon. Minister
is aware that last year there were nearly
fitty-two strikes outside the plantation
area. Regarding the causes of those
strikes the Labour Department happens
to disagree with the Minister. The
Hon. Minister holds that the strikes
were due to the existence of certain
*“ misleaders ’. As far as the Labour
Department is concerned, the Depart-
ment has divided these strikes into
various categories and shown that the
strikes were due to genuine causes.

5.0 p.M.

I wish to know from the Hon. Minis-
ter whether he has taken the trouble to
read the Administration Report of his
Department, and if so, whether he will
take steps to see that employers do not
exploit the workers. As it is, he must
be aware that there are no strikes today.
The fact is that the employers are
evading the Regulations- of the Wages
Board and its decisions. I know a num-
ber of cases, especially where the -bus
magnates are concerned. Like the in-
come tax defaulters they too keep two
sefs of books, one for the purpose of
meeting the requirements of the Liabour
Department and the other for their own
private use. The particular set of books
which they keep for their private infor-
mation contains all the legal fines, the
overtime that has not been paid, and so
on. The other set of books is kept for
the inspection of officers of the Labour
Department. It contains every particular

to suit the Regulations.

. I feel that the Regulations should be
vevised and tightened in order to prevent
employers from evading the Wages
Board decisions. 1 should like to men-
tion one instance for the information of
the House. A section of the motor
workers are very badly exploited in this
country. What happens is this: In
order to get over the eight-hour day,
motor employers.now give out lorries on
contract. And a worker is paid aceord-
ing to the mileage that he vegisters as
having been run during a week. The
result is that the greater the mileage a
person runs his lorry, the more would
be his wages. In that way they evade
the Wages Board decisions and the
worker works more than eight hours a
day. I would, therefore, urge the Hon.
Minister to take steps iminediately to

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

" of these defaulters are

1152

—Committee
revise the existing law so that these
employers who evade the Wages Board
decisions may be punighed.

Mr. S. A. Silva: I should like the
Hon. Minister to instruct his Depart-
ment to institute prosecutions against
employers when they discover that
employers are not paying the employees
their full wages, . or that they are
under-paying them. At least, if a few

punished, it will serve as a deterrent to
other employers. :

The other point I wish to bring to the
notice of the Hon. Minister is with
regard to the workmen’s compensation.
When workers on estates are injured the
employer must be made to pay for his
medical treatment.

The Chairman: That comes under the
next Head.

Me. S. A. Silva: T shall deal with this
majtter under the next Head.

Mr. S. M. Subbiah (First Badulla):
Hon. Members might know that on an
estate called Cobo there are nearly 200
people on strike for the past twenty-
five days. I wunderstand the Tabour
Officers in Badulla suggested a settle-
ment but the employers would not agree
to it. I shall be glad if the Hon.
Minister without Portfolio will inter-
vene on behalf of the labourers and try
to get the Directors of the Company
and the Employers’ Federation to arrive
at a seftlement. I understand they
have refused to submit the case for
arbitration.

Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena: Sir, it
wasg only last week that we came to

know that in the Kirillapone housing -
scheme about 40 workers who were

engaged under a particular contractor
were suddenly dismissed. They were
not even paid their wages. I°think the

matter was brought to the notice of the

officers of the Labour Department, but
so far nothing appears to have been
done. -

There is another point: The Hou.
Minister says that sub-head 4 deals with
employment of persons on new schemes
planned ) for giving relief. I wish to

*

dealt with and .

TR e
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know from him whether he is guided by
the vested interests of a particular area.
I ask the question because I find that
_’?vhen people who are unemployed apply
for work on one of these schemes the
Hon. Minister first finds out from® the
estates in the locality whether it is
likely that labour which might work for
the estates would get drawn into that
new scheme because of the better con-
ditions offered when compared to what
are offered by the estates.

Mr. Kumaraswamy: Sir, I will be very
brief and refer fto one aspect of this
matter which has been overlooked. It
is the question of the salaries of the
Tabour Inspectors. These officers are
doing very useful work. It was only
half an hour ago that we saw the Hon.
Minister of Labour pleading for them
and praising them for the way in which
they have performed their duties.

The Labour Inspectors’ Association
submitted a memorandum to the Homn.
Minister asking him for an interview.
But, unfortunately, he has refused their
request. . At page 339 of the Hstimates,
T find that the salary allotted to an
Tuspecbor starts with Rs. 2,400 per
annum. r

The Chairman: The hon. Member is
referring to the lowest class.

Mr. Kumaraswamy: The Class TII.
Tnspector is starfed on Rs. 2,400 por
anmum which works out at Rs. 200 a
month. The Salaries Commission, in
paragraph 457 of their Report, speaks in
- yery glowing terms of these officers and
the type of work they are called upon

to do.

The relevant passage is as follows :

¢ Mhese officers have very important dutles
to perform. They have to be able to hold in-

quiries with 2 tact and impartiality which will

respeet of both employee and

secure the
have a thorough know-

employer. They must _

ledge of labour laws and practice and must
have sufficient personality to be able to stand
up to any employer or Trade Union
representative. They should mnormally  be
graduates.”’ .

I must congratulate the Hon. Minister
on the quality of Labour Inspector he
has. But, at the same time, I should
like to say that when these Labour
Inspectors were engaged, great hopes
*wwere _hsld ‘out to ‘themp that their
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salaries would be increased in course of
time. So that, when one compares
their salary of Rs. 2,400 per annum with
the salaries that are paid to other
officers of the Department who have the
same qualifications, it looks very mueh
as if their case has gone by default.

The Chairman: But their salaries go
up. :
initial

Mr. - Kumaraswamy: Their

" salary must be Rs. 8,120 per annum.

Take the case of other Inspectors who
start ' on Rs. '3,120—the Grade I.
Inspector, whose maximum is Rs. 6,480.

‘The Chairman: The Class I. Inspector
starts on Rs. 5,280 per annum.

Mr. Kumaraswamy: Take the case of
a Rural Court President. He is started
on a salary of Rs. 3,600 per annum and
he goes up to Rs. 7,680. After all, the
TLabour Inspectors are graduates, and
most of them are  Proctors and pro-
fessional men, I earnestly request the -
Hon. Minister, who. is always sym-
see thap this class of
officer who really does tough work is
given an initial salary of Rs. 3,120 per
annum instead of Rs. 2,400.

The Chairman: There is an Amend-
ment of the Hon. Minister of Finance
under sub-head 6.

Sub-head 6, Incidental Hxpenses,
- Rs. 12,000, - .

The Hon. Mr, Jayah: I move, ““ That
the Vote be increased by Rs. 2,000 in
respect of sub-head 6.

Question put, and agreed to.

Mr. A. Regin Perera: Mr. Chair-
man, at peesent this Department only
addresses itself to the question of pay-
ing compensation. In fact, it coneen-
trates on seeing that the employers pay
compensation to disabled employees.

The Chairman: That matter should
be dealt with under sub-head 7.

Mr. A. Reginald Perera: Then I shall
confine my remarks to the question of
rural unemployment,
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The Chairman: All matters relating
to workmen’s compensation, come under
the other Head. I thought we had
finished dealing with that matter. Un-
employment relief comes under the next
Head.

The Hon. Mr. Goonesinha: I should
like to make a few remarks on the state-
ment made by the hon. First Member

for Badulla with regard to the strike on
Cobo estate.

I think the blame is entirely due to
the Indian Congress Labour Union, pri-
marily, because they refused to accede
to the advice of the Arbitration Board.
In this case, the men went on strike be-
cause of the dismissal of four or five
men, and the Superintendent insisted
that all these men should go away. The
Indian Congress Labour Union inter-
vened and submitted the case to the
Commissioner or Assistant Commissioner
of Labour. He went into the whole
question and found that one man who
was actually guilty of the offence should
be dismissed and the others given an
opportunity to get back to work. When
this decision was made known to the
Superintendent of the estate, he refused
to agree to it. All the same, the Labour
Union advised the Superintendent to
accept the decision of the Commissioner.
But the Superintendent, perhaps to
maintain his prestige, said that those
other four men could not be re-
employed.

The hon. First Member for Badulla
mentioned this fact to me and I com-
municated with the Company, namely,
Messrs. Mackwoods, Ltd., asking whe-
ther they would be good enough to
accede to the decision made by the
Assistant Commissioner of Labour and
permit the other four people to be em-
ployed. They were rather reluctant to
do so and referred me to the Employers’
Tederation, I then €ontacted the Em-
ployers’ Federation and asked them
whether, as a compromise, they would
accept the decision of the Assistant Com-
missioner. But the lawyers of the
Federation said, ‘‘ No, we will fight it
to the bitter end. ’’ I have not sub-
mitted this information to the Indian
Congress Labour Union, but, if I ask
all the men to go back to work, would
they accept arbitration? Will they
agree that the other men, barring the one
found guilty of the offence] g6 back to
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work and the whole case be submitted
to arbitration? The employers them-
selves do not want to go to arbitration.
Thev will ficht, if they could, to break
the Union. On the other hand, there is
also the Union that would try to fight
and break the employers, and, between
these two, the position is made extreme-
Jy difficult for the labour masses be-
cause the Union, on the one hand, tries
to defeat the employers, and the
employers, on the other hand, try to
wreck the Union. $So, the only course
available to us is to submit to arbitration.

The Ministry of Labour asked the
various Labour Unions whether - they
would agree to the method of arbitration.
And, I think the first to say “ No ",
was the Indian Congress Labour Union.
They sufter by it.

That is not the only instance in which
there has been this trouble. There was
a case abt Ratnapura a few months ago
when they refused to go to arbitration.
The result is that it is a set-back to the
whole Trade Union movement. If the
employer and the employee had agreed
to submit their differences to arbitration,
which is always the civilized form of
settling these matters, the trouble may
have ended long ago. - But, of course,
when we have to deal with the Marxists
we cannot meet with co-operation.

Mr. Kumaraswamy: Difficulties will
always arise where either party would
not go to arbitration. Both the employer
and the employee should consider their
difficulties with greater understanding.

5.15 P.M.

Mr. Dahanayake: There is one import-
ant point which I omitted to mention
under sub-head 4. It is a very im-
portant sub-head. Under these various
schemes that will be worked under sub-
head 4, the wages that will be paid are
Re. 1.50 per unskilled worker and just
a little more for a skilled man. Now I
say that it is an unconscionable wage.
An unskilled labourer in Government
Service or outside today draws nearly
Rs. 3 a day. There are thousands of
unemployed and you give them some
work and tell them, ** You go and work
at Re. 1.50 a day.”” What are the
ethics of that reasoning? I have been
told by the authorities that Re. 1.50 is
decided upon because it is a relief
measure. Look at the curious argument
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_offered by the authorities. A man can- Major Jayewickreme: May I have your

‘not live on nothing and he is put on to
‘do hard work and is given a paltry sum
and asked to live on it. I cannot under-
stand the reasoning behind the attitude
of the Government,

Whether it is a so-called relief mea-
~ sure or whether it is any other type of
~ work, the labourer is worthy of his hire

¢ and he must be given as much as he

needs to keep his body and soul together.

I see the Hon. Minister of Transport

nodding assent, and I hope that he will

. persuade his colleagues to make no
difference between the unemployed who
are engaged on relief works and the
others who are employed continuously.
As a matter of fact, if one argues it
further, the unemployed man who does
relief work should be paid more than
the employed man who gets continuous
work. I will tell you that many an un-
employment relief scheme ig doomed to
failure if you persist in this attitude of
paying the unemployed man only Re.
1.50 a day. I can cite the instance of
Galle. We have started some unem-
ployment relief works within the town
and in a place 12 miles away from distant

Dodanduwa and Ambalangoda

The Chairman: I have already told
the hon. Member that I cannot allow
him to speak on the same subject over
and over again. I cannot allow vou to
chase after the same subject.

Mr. Dahanayake: I am chasing after
the most important subject under the
sun. I am dealing with the question of
wages.

- The Chairman: I am sorry.
sit down.

Please

Mr. Dahanayake: May I point out
respectfully that sub-head 4 is for mea-
sures for increasing employment?

The Chairman: It is jUSt the same,

Mr. Dahanayake: It ig
absolutely different.

something

The Chairman: I cannot allow any
further discussion. I shall put the
Vote to the House now.

J. N. 13669 (8/48)

5

permission to make a general observation
on Vote 1?2 Under Vote 1, T would like
to bring to the notice of the House,
particularly the Hon. Minister of
Labour, the anomaly that exists as far
as the actual feeding of the estate
concerned. You would

children are
remember that the present
Government——

The Chairman: I cannot hear what
the hon. Member is saying.

Major Jayewickreme: I wish to deal
with a certain anomaly that exists in
the feeding of children in_ estates and
also the question of provision of certain
contributory expenses by estate super-
intendents. In the present Indian
Immigrant Ordinance there is provision
for all Indian children to be fed and
the manner in which they have to be
fed. It is computed as follows: every
male over 16 years of age is reckoned as
an adult and therefore he is entitled to
four measures of rice.

It so happens that in the estates there -
is a big population and the Labour
Inspectors and the Department insist
that the Indian children should be fed.
The result is that there is general dis-
content because the Sinhalese children
are not fed. I would suggest that the
Ordinance be amended. I think we
must consider the fact that the Indians
have got off very well in this country.
As a matter of fact, they have beéen
treated far better than the indigenous
population of this country and today
under the Indian Immigrant TLabour
Ordinance, they are entitled to many
more facilities and privileges than the
Sinhalese or the Ceylonese that formn
the majority of the people of this coun-
try. So, I would like the Hon. Minister
to kindly consider this fact. We have
heard the hon. Member for Maskeliva
talking at length about certain privileges
that he expects the Indian Immigrant
Ordinance to confer on the Indian
children, but we have not extended I.alf
those privileges to the children of this
country. I would suggest to the Hon.
Minister to consider that aspect and to
see that similar treatment is extended
to the children of the indicenous
population. :
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The- Chairman: There is another
Amendment to be moved by the Hon.
Minister in respect of sub-head 6,
incidental expenses.

Mpr, Dahanayake: The Hon. Minister
must reply to the points raizad.

The Chairman: If he does not want
to reply, I cannot force him to reply.

The Hon. Mr. Jayah: 1T am somewhat
reluctant to reply because I do not know
whether 1 can adapt myself to suit hon.
Members who in  their
arrogance sometfimes forget themselves.

The Sir J.

Madness.

Hon, - Kotelawala:

The Hon. Mr. Jayah: But anyway,
as the questions were asked with a view
to elicit information I am prepared to
answer them as far as possible.

The hon. Member for Kalutara
referred to the Shops Act and 1made
pointed reference to the fact that shop
agsistants are allowed to live in the
shops in which they work and that no
steps' have been taken by the Depart-
ment to see that assistants working in
shops are offered facilities to live outside
the shop. All the provisions of the
Shops Aet are not fully observed. That
is a matter which is engaging our atten-
tion and unfortunately, owing to the
housing shortage, we have not been able
to enforce the health provisions of the
Shops Act. But certainly we are fully
alive to the situation, and at the ecarliest
possihle opportunity the necessary steps:
will be taken.

The hon. Third Member for Colombo
Cent ,_._ff‘ is not here. Therefore I do not

think I need answer the questicns mlsed

by hlm
Dl'. Perera: No, no.

. The Hon. Mr. Jayah: He referred to
a clerk who did not make wise use of
the telephone and that, owing to the
unfortunate impetuosity of that clerk,
there might have been very serious
consequences. 1 am fully aware of that
- incident and I do not know whether, if
you know the circumstances. “ou will
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blame ilie Head of Department who did
what he should have donz in such
¢ircumstances.

T do not know whether the bon. Mem-
ber for Galle is serious a.l:-_m_lt the
question of the Registrar of Servants.

Mr. Dahanayake: Very serious.

The Hon. Mr. Jayah: We have
already appointed  six  Registrars.
There is a Domestic Servants Or dinance
bhut somehow or other owing to certain
that has not been brought
We are fully alive to
the situation. There are some masters
who abuse their rights. They do not
treat young servants in the way that
they should, but as things are it is not
pnsﬂhk for us to enforce the law.

into operation.

Mr. Dahanayake: Why?

The Hon. Mr.
certain difficulties;
details just now.

Jayah: Because of
I cannot go iuto

Dr. Perera: What are the difficulties?

The Hon. Mr. Jayah: The difficulties
connected with the enforcing of the
Ordinance. The hon. Member will re-
call the famous anti-smoking Ordinance.
Now it is practically a dead letter.
There are certain Ordinances which
however good they may be, cannot be
enforced in an effective mannes.

Mr. Dahanayake: This matter affects
thcusands of children.

The Hon, Mr. Jayah: I know. With
regard to the measures that we propose
to take to promote employment, that
particular heading had been used be-
cause, since the creation of the Social
Services Department, we had to draw
a line between unemployment relief
and measures for giving employment.
We have in mind certain very effective
measu‘es. One thing is subsidizing the
Votes of other Government D :partments
which ere prepared to carry out certain
parts of thcir programme provided their
Votes are subsidized and we are pre-
pared to subsidize provided such
Departments will relieve unemployment.
That is one way. Then

Mr, Dahanayake: That is very vague.
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The .Hon. Mr. Jayah: Subsidizing tHe

Votes of other Departments with a view
to giving employment to those who are
unemployed is surely not vague. I am
sure the hon. Member for Galle could
understand that.

Mr. Dahanayake: But the unemployed
will not understand.- “

The Hon. Mr. Jayah: Then again
certain competency tests will be applied

. so that some of our skilled workers will

be ready to find work. Just now when
we send our skilled workers, employers
say that they are not up %o standard.
So we want to satisfy ourselves that
these are competent men and when we
recommend men whom we are satisfied
are skilled, there will be no difficulty
in finding employment.

Mr. Dahanayake: What the
schemes you have in mind?

are

The Hon. Mr. Jayah: Training of the
unemployed because we believe in a
greater scheme of industrialization.
When you come to deal with the Votes
of the Ministry of Industries you will
know what is proposed to be done. In
conjunction with the Ministry of Indus-
tries we hope to establish a number of
subsidiary industries in which some of
these men could be engaged, particularly
those who suffer because of seasonal un-
employment.

Mr. Dahanayake: Give us more
details please. :

Mr. Kumaraswamy: What about

TLabour Inspectors?

The Hon. Mr. Jayah: Anyway 1 o
not know whether the Minister himself
can do anything in this matter.

5.30 p.m.

Now about the salaries of Labour In-
spectors, I do not know whether I myself
can do anything about this matter. T
am always for inereasing the salaries of
those who perform good service. After
all a worker works for a salary.” But
whatever it may be, this question was
considered by the Salaries Commission

6——J. N. 13669 (8 /48)
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and, perhaps, when we propose to revise
the salaries, representations might be
made so that the salaries of these In-
spectors might be increased.

Dr. Perera: Will you permit me to
raise a question on the Labour Gazette
—sub-Head 9.

The Chairman: We have already
finished with sub-head 9 and no questions

were asked. This question should have
been asked then.

Dr. Perera: It did not strike me then
to ask this question, Sir. It is unavoid-
able. We would like to get some infor-
mation about this TLabour Gazette.
Members of this House are not furnished
with copies of this Gazette.

The Hon. Mr, Jayah: Last year
hon. Members wanted certain informa-
tion, and T gave it. I am glad that they
now realize the value of a Labour
Gazette. In all progressive counfries
they have a Labour Gazette, and very
soon we will also bring out this Gazette,
so that hon. Members and others who
are interested in labour might get
valuable information on the subject.

Major Jayewickreme: 1 should like to
know from the+Hon. Minister what he
has to say about the remarks that T made
regarding the treatment accorded to the
children of the soil as distinet from the

- others.

‘The Hon. Mr. Jayah: T do not see any
reason why the children of the soil should
be treated differently from the others.

Mr. Dahanayake: Regarding sub-head
4, may I ask the Hon. Minister to give
us even one illustration of increasing
employment?

The Chairman: Hon. Members have
already been given the information.

Mr. Dahanayake: I am cerbain that
the Hon., Minister will be able to give
ug at least one illustration.

The Chairman: Any other members

who wish to have any information from
the Hon. Minister?
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Dr. Perera: (an the Hon. Minister
give us some information about Factory
legislation? The Hon. Minister knows
that the present position is very unsatis-
factory. I understood that there were
gsome efforts being made by the Depart-
ment to strengthen that particular sec-
tion of the Department. There is pro-
vision for two Assistant Factory Inspee-
“tors. Tet us have some information.

The Hon. Mr. Jayah: The Factory
Ordinance was passed in 1942, and un-
fortunately, we have not been able to
secure the services of a competent Chief
Inspector who could organize the depart-
ment. Some time ago an officer was
selected, but somehow or other he could
- not make up his mind to come. We
have contacted the U.K. Government,
that is the Minister of Commonwealth
Relations, in order to secure the services
of an efficient officer. There is one
available, but he insists on having a
salary which we are not prepared to pay.
But in any case, we want to see that the
Factory Ordinance is introduced, and
pending the appointment of this Chief
Inspector, we want to appoint two Asgis-
tant Insgpectors and also clerks. The
work is really considered to be very
important.

Dr. Perera: No appointment has been
made as yet? - #

The Hon. Mr. Jayah: No.

I move, ‘‘ That the Vote be increased
by Rs. 285,000 in respect of a New

sub-head " Expenses of O
Membership,” * put, and agreed to.
| Question ‘“That the sum of

Rs. 8,426,461 for Head 110, Vote No. 1,
be inserted in the Schedule ’’, put and
agreed to.

. Head 110" Vote 1, as amended, ordered
to stand part of the Schedule.

Head 111.—Department of Social
Services

Vote No. 1.—Salaries and expenses of
the Department of Social Services,
Rs. 14,709,441,

Mr. A. Reginald Perera: Regarding the
Department of Social Services there are
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one or two matters which I want to
bring to the notice of the Hon. Minister.

The Chairman: Personal Emoluments
first, and nothing else. Anybody who
wants to speak on Sub-head 1— ‘Person-
al IEmoluments "'?

Dr. Perera: Yes. This, BSir, is an
important department from our point
of view, perhaps the most important
department. I notice that the Hon.
Minister has provided for 22 Inspectors.
I would like to know whether the Min-
ister has succeeded in appointing all
these officers as provided for in the

Betimates—a Deputy Director, three
Assistant Directors and a Statistical
Officer. I notice, Sir, that these

Inspectors are attached to the Kach-
cheries, to the various Kachcheries in
the outstations. The Hon. Minister is
shaking his head. Well, I hope .I am
not wrong. My impression is that these
officers were attached to the wvarious
Kachcheries, perhaps working on their
own but under the general supervision
of the Government Agents.

The Hon. Mr, Jayah:
working independently.

They are

Dr. Perera: I am very glad that the
Hon. Minister has given that assurance,
that they are working independently,
directly under the Department. Then
I think the situation is much more
satisfactory than it appeared to be.
From the working of the Inspectors
hitherto appointed, at least those with
whom we have had occasion to come
in contact, we are satisfied that they
are breaking away from the old routine
of Kachcheries, and that some progress
has been made. I would like the Hon.
Minister to encourage them, to see that
they do not become mere appurtenances
of the Kachcheries. This is an entirely
new field we are breaking into,
and it is important that the independen-
dence of these officers should be
maintained and not be made subject to
the old Kachcheri routine. Tt is neces-
sary that these officers should be given
& certain amount of assistance. You
cannot expect these inspecting officers
to visit a number of villages and at the
sarthe time do clerical work. I know
that these officers work till about 8 or

9o’¢lock in the night, and then come

E
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back to their homes and do clerical
work. If they are given some assist-
ance, I know that they will work more
quickly and more efficiently. The
Hon. Minister must consider the desir-
ability of backing them up and seeing
that every clerical and other assistance
is given to these Inspectors.

Then, Sir, there is provision for 28
clertks to do staff work and work
in Kachcheries. This is why 1 raised
the question whether they were to be
under the Kachcheries or mnot. This
provision for 28 clerks gives the
impression that they are to be under the
Kacheheries. g

The Hon. Mr. Jayah: They are to
do the work in connection with Public
Assistance and Relief of Distress.

Dr. Perera: 'These Social Service
Inspectors also attend to that type of
relief work. But the clerical hands who
are attached to the Kachcheries would
be assisting the Social Service
Inspectors, or they would be functioning

separately?

The Chairman: Any other remarks?

Mr. Dahanayake: I want to ask
whether the Minister had decided what
the duties sof the Inspectors would be.
I raise this question, Sir, because the
bulk of the work in connection with
Public Assistance will have to be attend-
ed to by investigating officers. At
present, Sir, the method of investigat-
tion is thorour:lhh unsatisfactory. As a
matter of hlct there is hardly any
investigation made by an offieial source.
I understand that a new Director has
assumed duties and has sinee issued

eirculars, but even today the manner in
which the Depaltment works is* as
follows: A person who wants public

assistance must apply for it; thereafter
the application is investigated through
the villace headman whose work is
supelwqed by the D. R. O. Now, that
method of work shuts out a large num-
ber of the deserving cases. Only those
who happen to be friends and relations
of these officers are recommended for
public assistance. What we want done
is something quite different. We asgk
that the investigating officers should go
from door to door gather s, much dﬂt.
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as possible, and find out for themselves,
at first hand, the needs of those who
apply  for pubhc assistance.  The
officers should visit the houses not once
only, but more than once. If the work
1s not done in the way I suggest, 1 am
sure that the whole scheme would
collapse. You mneed an army of
investigating officers. }

There is provision for 22 Inspectors.
Now what is the present proposition?
The present proposition, 1 take it, is to
utilize once again the services of the
village headmen; not to take a census
of those who are deserving of public
assistance, but merely to depend on
people making applications either on
their own or through Members of Parlia-
ment. That is why, Sir, I ask whether
the Hon. Minister can tell us what the
functions of these Inspectors would be.

I see that there is provision for 28
clerks to work in various Kachcheries
in connection with Public Assistance
and Relief of Distress. Now these 28
clerks will be in the various provineial
and district Kachcheries attending to
the clerical work, and T suppose then the
Inspector will be the real investigating
officer.

The Chairman: Will you wait till the
Hon. Minister replies?

Mr. Dahanayake: I say, Sir, the
whole scheme is doomed to ecollapse
unless you give more Inspectors than are
provided for in the Bstimates.

The Chairman: Will the Hon.
ter reply?

Minis-

The Hon. Mr, Jayah: T am not sure
whether the hon. Member has read a
circular issued by the Director of Social
Services. Iividently the hon. Member
has not read it; otherwise he would not
have raised this question.” Definite in-
structions have - been issued so that
Members of Parliament will have a
hand in assisting the District Advisory.
Committee and the TLocal Assistance
Committee to deal with this question.

I do not know why there should be
any difficulty. In the first place, the
Inspectors will work independently of
the Kachcheries. They will be sort
of checking officers. Tt may be, per-
haps,some of the Revenue Officers may -
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not like it very much. But I think the
Soeial Service Inspectors are doing a
bit of useful work deserving of eredit,
and I think, as the Hon. Member for

Ruwanwella has said, they have
already created an impression.
I have found that some of the

Revenue Officers had not ecarried out
the assessment work in connection with
the damage suffered by flood victims,
but as I said, the representatives of thz
Kachcheries, the Social Service Inspec-
tors and the Member for the area might
go round and see whether the assess-
ment had been properly done. In fact,
I am very particular that the Revenue
Officers should act in consultation with
the Members of Parliament. 1f there
are any difficulties, I think such
difficulties might be removed.

The clerks are needed for the Kaclh-
cheries because of the increased volume
of work. My hon. friends representing
areas around Anuradhapura always
complain that although they were insis-
tent on vrelief being given promptly
there was always some little delay in
the - Kachcheries because the staff was

inadequate. So we had to appoiut
additional clerks. Even then, it was
found that the work could not be

promptly carried out. Consequently I
had to communicate with the Ministers
and appeal to them to relieve some of
their Staff Officers to help the Revenue
Officers to carry out this work. Now 1
think the work has been satisfactorily
done, and no doubt hon. Members will
do their bit and help the Ministry in
carrving ouf this work to get the best
results.

545 p.M.
Mr. Dahanayake: In regard to sub-
head 4, ‘‘ Public Assistance,”’ is the

Hon. Minister aware that in Kachche-
ries they untain - what is called =2
waiting list of persons who are to receive
public assistance?

The Hon. Mr. Jayah: There are no
more waiting lists.

The Chairman: There are no waiting
lists.

Mr. Dahanayake: T know that in the
Galle Kachcheri there is a waiting, list.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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This is & matter within my knowledge
and within the knowledge of ‘the hon.
Members who represent the district.

The Chairman: The answer was given
by the Minister at the Second Reading
Debate that the Revenue Officers have
been instructed not fto have any more
waiting lists, but to absorb everybody for
the grant of public assistance.

Mr. Dahanayake: Then instructions
might immediately be given to pay all
those who are on the waiting list at
present.

L
The Hon. Mr. Jayah: Instructions
have already been issued.

Mr. Dahanayake: It has not been
done. I know it was not done up to a
few days ago. The Governmental

machinery moves very slowly.

The Chairman: Probably they wait
till the Vote is passed. :

Mr. Dahanayake: By that time many
of the people who seek assistance will
be dead and gone.

There is one other point which T wish
to raise, Sir. It is a matter of policy,

The Chairman: A supplementary vote
was taken on the very matter, explana-
tions were made, and instructions were
sent out as soon as the Vote was passed.

Mr. Dahanayake: 1 want to rdise a
question of poliey.

The Chairman: I am afraid the whole
matter was thrashed out when the
Supplementary Estimate was brought
up some days or weeks ago. The whole
matter was then gone into—policy,
what should be done, and so on. I do

?ot know whether the hon. Member was
 here. ‘

Mr: Dahanayake: 1 was here and took
part in the discussion. There is much

more to be said on this important
subject.

The Chairman: I cannot allow the'
same matter to be discussed over again

in the same Session.
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Mr. Dahanayake: Not in the same
way, Sir.

The Chairman: Not in the same way,
perhaps, but it is the same matter,

~ Mr. Dahanayake: It is a new point
«that I want to raise

The Chairman: Not even a new point.

Mr. Dahanayake: Does it mean that
we cannot speak on sub-head 4?

The Chairman: A little while ago I
allowed the hon. Member to speak.

Mr. Dahanayake: May we know, Sir,
what we can say? _

The Chairman: The hon. Member has
said all there is to say.

Mpr.

Dahanayake: There is a new
point—

The Chairman: What is the new
point?

Mr. Dahanayake: The new point is
that the claims of the municipalities
are omitted. -

The Chairman: Committed?

Mr. Dahanayake: Omitted, Sir.
There is no public assistance given to
those residing within the municipal
limits.

The Chairman: That matter was also
brought up.

The Hon. Mr. Goonesinha: That has
~already been dealt with.

Mr. Dahanayake: Will the Hon.
Minister without Portfolio show men-
tion of it anywhere and the reply given
by the Minister?

These are matters of vital importance
to the people of this country and, if we
do not raise them at this stage, what
is the use of our being M.Ps?

The Chairman: That matter is dealt
with by the municipalities under the
Poor Law Ordinance, and the Hon.
Minister of Labour has no control over
it.

7——J. N. 13669 (8/48)
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Mr. Dahanayake: May I point out
that when I asked a certain question
from the Hon. Minister of Health as to
whether he was aware that the manner
in which the Poor Law was administered
within the Municipalities of Colombo,
Kandy and Galle is such that recipients
get only about Rs. 8 or Rs. 4 a month,
whereas the Government scheme is to
give a recipient somewhere between
Rs. 10 and Rs. 20, he told me in this
House—on the Floor of this House-—
"“ You are referred to the Hon. Minister
of Labour.” On that occasion I was
precluded from raising this question,
and I am attempting to raise it now.

The Chairman: All 1'ight, g0 on.

Mr. Dahanayake: Now, Sir, under the
Poor Law, it is the duty of the Muni-
cipalities of Colombo, Kandy and Galle,
and it would be the duty of the new
Municipalities of Nuwara Eliya, Kurane-
gala and Jaffna in the coming year, to
levy a poor rate, if necessary, and to
render public assistance under the pro-
visions of the Poor Law; and the Hon.
Minister of Health is aware that not a
single municipal council is in a position
to give sufficient assistance to those who
deserve it, nor is a single local body in
a position to fake care of any of the
deserving cases.

I will take the cases of Galle and
Kandy. What happens is that in Galle
and Kandy only a minute fraction of the
deserving cases are taken on for payment
of relief, and even that minute fraction
is paid only a meagre allowance. So,
Sir, in two respects the scheme for
rendering public assistance through the
municipalities is a failure, and we now
ask the Hon. Minister of ILabour to
subsidize the municipal councils

The Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike: Under
the Ordinance he cannot.

Mr. Dahanayake: and give a grant
to the municipal councils to enable them
to carry out the provisions of the Poor
Law Ordinance—

The Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike: The
Ordinance will have to he amended.
Mr, Dahanayake: so that the

arrangements within the municipalities
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may be in consonance

arrangements outside.

I am pointing this out as something
very important because sometimes, on
one side of a road js a recipient of an
allowance of Rs. 2 or 3, while on the
other side of the road 1is another,
perhaps less deserving, who is in
receipt of Rs. 20. The people are there-
fore entitled to ask why there should be
such an anomaly. If the recipient of
the Rs. 2 or Rs. 3 just crosses over to
the other side of the road, he becomes
entitled to Rs. 20. The whole thing, as
somebody said, is becoming ‘‘ curiouser
and curiouser .

Unless the Government makes up irs
mind to carry on all the various schemes
of public assistance and give the Island
a comprehensive scheme of publie
assistance, we are not able to give the
Government a recommendation for even
good intentions.

with the

Dr. Perera: I wish to speak a few
words on Public Assistance, Sir. It is
true

The Chairman: I hope the hon.
Member will not touch on matters
already dealt with. -

Dr. Perera: It is true that we dis-
cussed this matter and the Mipister
undertook to issue certain instruections,
but I do not know whether instructions
have been issued.

The Hon. Mr. Jayah: They have been
issued. :

Dr. Perera: I raised the point, parti-
cularly of Muslim women. To date I
do not think the matter has been taken

up.

The Hon. Mr, Jayah: It has been kept
in mind.

Dr. Perera: He may not have for-
gotten it. The Minister says that he has
kept it in mind,

The Chairman: It was discussed only
& couple of weeks ago. A Supple-
mentary Estimate was brought up net
even a month ago, : |
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Dr. Perera: I remember the discus-
sion' we had. But I have got in my file
at the moment the replies that I have,
received from the Assistant Government
Agents from which it would be seen that
these people have been definitely
knocked out on the ground that they

were apparently young persons, or
people who otherwise do not need
relief.

One more point. Till public assist-
ance goes through the Head of Social
Services, Social Service Inspectors are
not utilized, because the administration
of the fund is in the hands of the,
Assistant Government Agents

The Chairman: The Minister has just
explained it. He said that Inspectors
will have to go and check up on the
administration of the relief by Revenue
Officers and Government Agents.

Dr. Perera: Is that also one of the
proposals?

The Hon. Mr. Jayah: Yes,
instructions have been issued to that
effect.

Dr. Perera: I am sorry, I thought it
was only in regard to relief of distress,
and so on; but up to date that is the
position in regard to public assistance.

The Chairman: He said that hon.
Members of this House will ‘have the
opportunity of

Dr. Perera: Only in the case of relief
of distress arising out of failure of
Crops

The Hon,

assistance.

Mr. Jayah: Public

Dr. Perera: 1 am prepared to accept
that position. I am very glad if that is
so, but T would like to press the case of
the Muslim women in particular.

Dr. Colvin R. de Silva: Can I suggest
one thing?

The Chairman: On what sub-head?

Dr. Colvin R. de Silva: On this very
sub-head. If the law is found to be in
the way, may 1 suggest to the Hon.
Minister that he would please take into
considetation an early amendment of the
law, because this is a serious anomaly?
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Mr. A. Reginald Perera: With regard
to sub-head 8, ‘‘ Relief of distress due
to failure of crops, floods and other ex-
ceptional causes,’”” Mr. Chairman, last
year when a large number of people ir
my electorate as well as in other electo-
rates on the banks of the Kelani River,
were ‘suffering the hardships caused by
the floods, a large amount of money was
spent by the Government on relief of
distress. That is true, bub it must be
said on the Floor of this House that this
money was not wisely spent. A large
amount of this money did not go to the
people who really deserved help.

App-i'op-riqtion Bill

The Minister must inquire as to why
that situation arose. May I submit that
one of the main reasons for that debacle,
for that absolute waste of money and
why that money got into the wrong
hands, was that the Minister had no
imagination to handle that job of work.
For instance, he relied on headmen—a
practioe that must not be repeated. I
say the village headmen cannot do that
job for several reasons—they are not in-
telligent enough, they do not have the

time, nor do they have the money

-

The Chairman: The Hon. Minister
said that"the Members of this House in
their particular areas and the Govern.
ment Agents could check up these
things, after which the Inspectors also
will exercise a check,

The Hon. Mr. Jayah: The Members
have been appointed to serve on the
Advisory Committees.

Mr. P. L. Bauddhasara (Polon-
naruwa): I regret that I have to com-
- plain against the officers who have been
entrusted with this work in my area.
As far back as March I informed the
Hon. Minister that relief work was
necessary 1n my area, but the Govern-
ment Agent told the Hon. Minister that
no relief work was needed there. How-
ever, at the end of that month he started
two or three schemes of relief work cloge
to my electorate, especially in Egoda
Pattu. Last August the floods carried
away almost the whole of the paddy
cultivation and tobacco crop. Know-
ing all that, the D. R. O. informs the
-Gtovernment Agent that no request has
been made for relief work from these
villages., "
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What I understand, Sir, is that it is
the duty of the D. R. 0. to go about
and find out cases that need relief rather
than wait until appeals are made to
him by the villagers. Numbers of vil-

lagers in my area have come to me and
asked for help.

Today in more than ten or fifteen
village areas the people have taken to
eating ‘ olu ’ rice. 1n spite of all that,
the D. R. O. reports that no relief work
is needed there. I appeal to the Hon.
Minister to look into this matter, especi-
ally because this is an area over which
nobody is interested. It is in a corner
of the North-Central Provinece and has
been neglected for a long time. So I
appeal to the Minister to look into this
matter and take an interest in the
welfare of the people of this area.

6.0 p.M.

Mr. Iriyagolla: With regard to the
complaint that relief is not properly ad.
ministered, last year and the year befira
paddy crops failed in my constituency
©s well as in Bingiriya constituency.
When I interviewed the Minister on the
subject he asked me to discuss the
matter with the Government Agent,
with whom I did discuss it. The Gov-
ernment Agent referred me to the
D.R.O. who in turn referred me to the
Korala. The Korala referred me to the
Gan Arachchi and finally I was told that
no relief was necessary. Knowing quite
well that the crops in many Korales
had failed, the D.R.O. merely reported
that no relief was necessary! When I
explained to the Government Agent that
there was real distress, he told me that
he would look into the matter person-
ally. He found that crops had failed in
several Korales, but he writes to me.
" The matter is being watched
carefully *’

I brought this to the notice of the
Minister and the Parliamentary Secre-
tary. I was asked to write in, and I
understand that the matter has been
again referred to the Government Ageat
and the D.R.O. The reply comes again
that the matter is being carefully
watched

Mr. Dahanayake: Watch and pray!

—Committee

Mr, Iriyagolla: The Minister says that
weouas.:Members of Parliament, are to
becappointed to the Advisory Board on
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[Mr. Iriyagolla. ] : |
this subject of relief measures. We will
have to go and bow down to the Govern-
ment Agent, who will be guided by what
the D.R.O. says. 1 shall never be 2
party to such an arrangement.

I know that in several areas In
Nikaweratiya relief work is going on.
I had several letters

The Chairman: The Member for
Nikaweratiya will speak on that.

Mr. Iriyagolla: I have received
several letters to the effect that half the
money goes into the hands of the
Korala or the headman because the
work is not being properly supervised.

The Minister says that an Inspector
from the Department of Social Services
will inspect this work, but this officer
never goes to this area. I have not
seen the colour of this Inspector there.
I hope the Minister himself will visit
my area, find out the exact amount of
distress prevailing there and do justice
to the people of the place. '

Mr, K. Herat (Nikaweratiya): 1 am
happy that on this occasion, from this
- gide of the House I am able to thank
. the Minister for all that he has done
during the short time he had been in
charge of this Department. -

As for the complaint of the Member
for Dandagamuwa, 1 do not know from
where he obtained the information that
the headmen, Koralas or D.R.Os. take
more than half the amount voted for
_ relief works. I know that 90 per cent.
of the village headmen are the worst
going scoundrels that we can get hold
of :

The Chairman: You must withdraw
that. It is not fair to make such a
charge. :

Mr. Herat: I withdraw it. They are
not of the &standard which you would

expect of a responsible person.

The Charirman: You are referring to
the village headmen in your area?

Mpr. Herat: Yes, the village headmen

in my area form the greatest drawhack:

to the uplift of the people there.
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The Chairman: You referred to 90

per cent.

Mr. Herat: 90 per cent. in my area.

I would like to inform the hon,
Member for Dandagamuwa and this
House that we have got over the diffi-
culty by having committees in" each
palata to see that these people do not
get an opportunity to make money in
that way.

“In the dry zone today there is great
distress owing to failure of crops. Re-
lief has been given, but it has been given
at the expense of cultivation for the
next season. The peasant cannot live
on relief work alone. He must be given
o chance to cultivate his chenas for the
next season. The clearing of chenas
starts during the dry season. Today
the cultivator has no time to go fo his
chena and clear it. - He has either to go
and obtain relief work for his daily
subsistence, or he has to forgo that and
work on his chena. He cannot afford
to forego the wages he gets for relief
work.

T would ask the Minister to look into
this, and see whether these men can-
not be allowed to work half the day on
their chenas and half the day -on
Government relief work.

Some time ago I brought to the notice
of this House that relief workers are
paid only Re. 1 a day. The Minister
without Portfolio was emphatic that
they were paid Re. 1.50 a day. I hope
he will intervene and see that the men
are paid Re. 1.50 a day. The Minister
of Labour will bear me out when I say
that they are paid only Re. 1 a day at
present.

The hon. Member for Galle rightly
said that there should be no distinction
between people working on one side of
the road and people working on the
other side. People employed on State
Farms are paid more than those engaged
on relief works. I would ask the Minis-
ter to consider the question of paying
these people at least Re. 1.50 a day.

Mr. L, Rajapaksa (Hambantota): I
have a few remarks to make on this
vote for relief of distress. There have
been a number of failures of erops in my
electorate, and there is great distress.
The Minister of Finance and the Minis-
ter of "Agriculture will testify to that
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fact. Not very long ago they were in
my constituency, and they would have
seen for themselves the poverty-
stricken people in that area.

I wish to know from the Minister of
Labour how much of this vote will go to
the Hambantota constituency. The last
time he visited Hambantota, the Min-
ister said that he would do everythinug
possible for Hambantota, but I say that
he has done nothing for Hambantota.
He was only concerned in making state-
ments to the effect that Hambantota
‘““ would soon be in safe hands.”” May
I assure the Minister that Hambantota
is now in very safe hands.

I want to know on what principle this
money voted for relief of distress is
spent. I speak with great feeling to-
day, because the people of my consti-
tuency are dying of starvation. There
is hunger in my constituency, and I
urge the Minister to look into the matter
immediately and see that steps are taken
for the immediate relief of distress.
The Minister should do that, and not
merely nod his head.

Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena: I want
to say a few words about the plight of
the poor cultivators on the banks of the
Kelani Ganga, especially the poor vege-

table growers. When * they  start
cultivating vegetables
The  Chairman: The  Member

mentioned that a few days ago.

Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena: These
cultivators get advances from the Pettah
dealers against their crops. When one
crop fails they have no means of raising
another crop. The Minister should look
into the matter and give these vegetabie
cultivators some form of relief.

Mr. A. Reginald Perera: T want to
ask the Minister, in reference to the
undertaking he gave that Members of
Parliament would be consulted in these
'lIlu-ttBl‘S, whether We could re-examine
last year's work on flood relief and call
for information regarding relief given to
flood vietims. The people who should
have received relief did not get it. Did
the Minister’s statement have reference
only to the future, or can we go back
to our villages and examine the people
and report to the Minister?
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The Chairman: Next year.
-
Mr. A. Sinnalebbe (Batticaloa): In
my area only one member of a family
is given relief work, and that too only

for four days in the week. The wage

paid, Re. 1 a day, is not sufficient for
a family of three or four people. I
would request the Minister to increase
the rate to Re 1.50 a day for an adult,
and also to increase the number of days
from four to five days a week. '-

Mr. Ivan T. Dasanaike (Wariyapola) :
We have been discussing these prob-
lems for some time now. So far as my
own electorate ig concerned, 1 have tg
point out that the Forwarding Agent—
I am sorry, the Government Agent—
has not carried out the instructions
given by the Minister. At a conference
held at Wariyapola the Government
Agent was told to render relief to the
poverty-stricken people of

electorate.

This vote is for the ‘‘ Relief of dis-
tress due to failure of erops, floods, and
other  exceptional  causes.”” Three-
fourths of my electorate is semi-wanni,
and sometimes two or three crops fail
in succession. In a recent directive
issued, by the Director of Social Ser-
vices, he says relief should be rendered
only in cases of widespread distress.” 1
do not understand what is meant by that
term. When the Government Agent
told me that.there was no distress in
my electorate, I told him that I was
prepared to prove that there was dis-
tress, and I invited him to accompany
me to the area. He agreed and 1 took
him along. We visited several villages.
In one place, Tudawewa, we found
people eating manioec skins (manioca
lella). Up to date nothing has been
done to afford relief to these people in
spite of the fact that the Government
Agent himself submitted a report on the
subject.

My hon. Friend who represents the
adjoining  electorate, Nikaweratiya,
says that he is quite happy. He has
good reason to be happy. I thank the
Minister for giving the hon. Member |
what he wanted, in spite of the fact
that he has joined the Opposition Party.
It is that Member today who is thank-
mgdthe Government, not the Member

my -


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

1179  Appropriation Bill
[ Mr. Dasanaike. |
who is at the back of*the Cabinet and is
supporting them. I appeal to the Min-
ister to see that there is no procrastina-
tion, no half-heartedness, in getting this
job through. He must see that some-
thing is done for the poor people who
are suffering. As the Member for Galle
said, by, the time the Minister is ready
to execute his schemes, the people at
the other end may all be dead! I hope
the Minister will give due consideration
to this matter and leave no room for
Members who support the Government,
owing to the delay, to say, ‘* No, thank

you ”’

Dr, Colvin R. de Silva: Having been
responsible for a brick I think I should
also be responsible for a bouquet. T
assure the Minister that there will be no
thorns inside the roses!

I took the trouble to read through a
circular issued by the new Adviser on
Social Services, a Mr. Grandison,
“who, I believe, comes from New
Zealand, and I noted that on the prinei-
ples underlying the instruction he has
laid down, there are two factors which
he brings into play. On the one hand,
he stresses the importance of being early
in the field in anticipating the causes
and operation of distress and generosity
in the handing out of any relief to it,
and on the other, he insists on the
principles of private local charity where
the distress is not supposed to be
socially widespread.

6.15 p.M.

Now, if T may say so, those are very
excellent principles, and especially the
principle that one should discern the
situation in its development early, And
once we have decided on relief, to be
generous in the hand-out, is absolutely

correct, if I may say so with respect to’

him. But on the question of leaving
what he thinks is less widespread dis-
tress to private loeal charity, I think he
should carry in mind, since the Hon.
Minister will have to depend upon him
to a degree in the day to day admin-
istration, that the conditions which pre-
vail in the country-side in Ceylon are
not comparable with the conditions in
New Zealand. Distress to be relieved
by local charity demands that there
should be a sufficient volutie of the
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well-to-do who can spare precisely in
times of distress. That is a difficulty
which I think all charitable institutions.
private as well as Government, in trying
to canalize private charity, have
constantly come across. I would there-
fore suggest that with regard to that
aspect of the matter, the great stress

that seems to be underlying this
officer’s idea in respect of private

charity should be modified as far as the
Government-sponsored schemes in rela-
tion to relief of distress are concerned.

Mr. Keuneman: There is just one
point on which I would like to get in-
formation from the Hon. Minister about
this question of relief of distress. It
was also mentioned, in passing, by the
hon. Member for Hambantota (Mr. L.
Rajapaksa). :

It is, T think, the duty of the Hon.
Minister to inform this House how
extetly he works out the proportion of
money that he gives these people. No
one seems to know. With the little ex-
perience I have had in this matter,
there seems to be a thoroughly hap-
hazard and crazy policy followed by the
Government. In the case of the Gam-
pola floods, for instance, I have spoken
to several vietims and I found that
people who had suffered losses going up
to several thousand rupees were given
ouly Rs. 200 in compensation, whereas
I often come across cases where people
who had suffered considerably less had
got much more. Nobody seems to be
able to make head or tail of the policy
of the Hon. Minister. So I think it is
a very good thing for all concerned, even
if they never receive the full compensa-
tion which the Hon. Minister has
promised them from time to time, to
know that at least he would go into this
matter and decide on the principle on
which this compensation is to be
disbursed.

Dr. Perera: On Sub-head 8——

The Chairman:
discussed it enough.

I think we have

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
The hon. Member spoke on it once.

Dr. Perera: I got here the details of
which the Hon. Minister spoke, the
Circular No. 200 which he talks about.
Everywhere, if you look up the circular,
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the reference is to the Government
Agent or the Assistant Government
Agent. The person who is responsible

for considering all these matters—the
amount of relief to be given, whether
there is acute distress or not—is the
Government Agent. But that is not
the position taken up by the Hon.
Minister

The Hon, Mr. Jayah: What about the
District Advisory Committees?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
The Government Agent is the executive
officer.

Dr. Perera: That is precisely what I
said earlier, and the Hon. Minister said
1no. He said that these officers of his
work independently.

The Hon. Mr. Jayah: They are
independent.
Dr. Perera: Surely, if the Govern-

ment Agent is going to provide all the
details, if he is going to decide about the
existence of distress, about the extent
of the relief that is *necessary, whose
reports is he going to depend on? Sure-
ly, he is going to depend upon the
headmen. That is my complaint.

The Chairman: What the Hon.
Minister said was that the Inspectors
are meant to check up the details when
they are sent by the headmen to the
Government Agent.

Mpr. Dasanaike: That does not happen.

Dr. Perera: The personal instructions
are based upon the circular. It is the
same old thing. Perhaps now you get
in black and white what was originally
sent as a circular through the
Department.

One thing we noted during the last
foods is, that every Kachcheri was
thoroughly unprepared for an eventual-
ity of that nature. We want to have in
odvance in the various kachcheries a
working scheme, so that in any eventu-
ality that scheme ecan be put into
oxecution. We found this awkward
position in Kegalla; nobody. knew, the
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extent of the houses damaged. The
original estimate was that about 2,000
houses had been damaged, but actually
when the officers went from house to
house, over 4,000 houses were enumera-
ted as having ben damaged. I would
certainly like the Hon. Minister to con-
sider utilizing his Inspectors more. I
am not quite satisfied that the present
system permits the utilization of these
Inspectors at all.

One or two other points——

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
The hon. Member spoke on Sub-head 8
once.

Dr. Perera: No, I did not. We are
not due to finish this Vote until
tomorrow

The Chairman: That is no reason
why we should waste time.

Dr. Perera: Are you suggesting

seriously that we are wasting time?

The Chairman: Yes. We are
discussing the same point over and over
again.

Dr. Perera: All that we can say is
that we are not given adequate answers.

The Chairman: Well, the answers
that can be given are given. It is very
difficult to satisfy hon. Members. I am
not satisfied, and the hon. Member is
not satisfied.

Dr. Perera: There is a simple rule for
making a supply

The Chairman: The hon. Member is
completely mistaken in thinking that
the procedure elsewhere is the procedure
here.

Dr. Perera: I hope I am wrong, but
T think it is an elementary right that
Members have.

The Chairman: It is not an elementary
right to repeat the same thing over and
over again.

Dr. Perera: It so hapens that we
come from various constituenecies, and
we cannot help mentioning  our
arievances,
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The Chairman: IHon. Members must
organize themselves and help me to see
that no time is wasted. I am asking
hon. Members to organize themselves
to help me to conduct the business of
the House expeditiously. However
much I may dislike it, I have to stop
repetitions.

Dr. Perera: On the whole, you will
agree, we have made very good progress
on this Supply Bill.

The Chairman: We did to start with,
quite right.

Dr. Perera: I think we are well on
time.

The Chairman: It is not a question
of being within time.

Dr. Perera: I do not think we want
‘deliberately to waste time, if we can
help it.

The Chairman: The hon. Member and
the Chief Whip drew up a time-table.

Dr. Perera: There is a misunderstand-
ing about that. I would like to explain
the position with regard to that.

The Chairman: It is of no use. The
hon. Member can go on.

Dr. Perera: I do not think there was
any agreement with the Whip at all,
no question of any agrebment at all.
It is a right that belongs to the
Opposition.

The Chairman: There, again, I do not
agree with the hon. Member.

Dr. Perera: ILet us discuss it in the
Standing Orders Committee and get it
clarified, because I do not think the
position is as the Chief Whip would like
to make out.

Anyway, what I was trying to impress
on the Minister was this. There is in
this Vote a reference made to failure of

crops.  You found it also in last year's
Estimates. But as hon. Members

know, 1o money has been paid in réspect
of the last failure of crops.  Now that
the Minister has got special’ Tuspeciors
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to go round and verify the extent of the
damage done, and so on, he should be
able to grant this relief without delay.
There has been distress though perhaps
not taken collectively and by and large,
but there have been individual cases,
where as a result of failure of crops,
people are still unable to get on to their
feet. Surely, that question should be
reviewed. Take the whole of Kegalla.

The Chairman: The Kegalla Distriet?

Dr, Perera: Does the Minister intend
to station an Inspector in the Kegalla
District, or does he expect the Inspector
at Ratnapura to carry out this work in
the whole of the. Sabaragamuwa Pro-
vince? As a result of the last floods,
there is -still dissatisfaction. ILetters
are still coming in. If the Inspector
will visit those areas and make a fair
estimate, the people will be satisfied.
Is it too late now?

The Hon. Mr. Jayah: It is too late.

-

Dr. Perera: In the Gampola court
there was an investigation made into a
complaint made by certain people. I
think the Inspeetor sent in a report.
There were very severe strictures passed
on the headman of the area, and I hope
the Hon. Minister will follow “that up
and do something about it. It ig very
difficult to cateh these people when they
do wrong, and when they are caught T
do hope the Hon. Minister will see to
it that they are adequately punished !
so that it may serve as a lesson tos
others. ‘The position in Gampola is so
bad that T would urge the Minister to
mete out exemplary punishment to some -
of the headmen, if these things are not
to be repeated in the future.

T. B. Poholiyadde Dissawa (Horowu-
potana): Sir, I have.risen several times
to my feet to speak a few words—

The Chairman: My eye is seldom on
that side. ;

~ Poholiyadde Dissawa: 1 hope the

Hon. Speaker will have his eye onthis
side too.

The Chairman:

‘ Sometimes my eyes
do not see, i
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Poholiyadde Dissawa: I would con-
gratulate the Hon. Minister on all the
work he has done in the North-Central
Province. 1 think ours is the biggest
relief area at present. I think we have
had the best attention, and if there has
been any . delay, it is not due to his
fault, but due to the fault of the
- Revenue Officers at the other end.
What I want to point out is that, whilst
relief work is being given to all those
people who are in distress, there is a
certain class of people who are suffering
in silence, that is, the poor Muslim
women. I am told that it is not the
custom of these people to mix with
other communities either in relief work
or in any other work, and as such they
keep out of these relief works and—

- Gate Mudaliyar M. §S. Kariapper
(Parliamentary Secretary to the Minis-
ter of Home Affairs): They are dying
of starvation.

Poholiyadde Dissawa: I have made
several attempts to get them to join
other people and work, but they do not
like to do so; nor are their males willing
to allow them to go and work with
others. There is a very easy way of
solving this problem, because I do not
think it is fair on our part to let these

people suffer to this extent. I would
suggest that the Hon. Minister give
them separate working centres with

overseers and supervisors of their own
community. I know personally that
there are a large number of widows who
re maintaining their children with very
great difficulty and undergoing a great
deal of hardship owing to this drawback
in the relief work provided. I have tried
more than once to induce the local
authorities to get separate work arrange-
ments for them, but I do not think any-
thing has been done so far, and unless
some sort of suggestion goes from the
Ministry, I do not think anything will
be done. -I think it is nothing but fair
on the part of the Hon. Minister that
some arrangements should be made as
regards relief work for these people in
keepmg with the customs and habits of

their community.

6.30 p.M.

Mr. Kumaraswamy: I have a grouse
against the Hon. Minister. 1 heard
that he went to the Southern Province

§——T. N. 13669 (8/48)
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and T also heard that he went to the
Eastern Province to open a boutique.

But he has not come to the Northern
Province to find out things for himself
and to get first hand information of the
conditions of the people there.

I wish to have some clarification with
regard to the item ‘° Public Assist-
ance '’. On page 342 of the Estimates,
under ‘“ Public Assistance ’’, is an item.
‘““ State  Homes for the Aged,
Rs. 300,000.” ' In some places the Hon.
Minister gives allowances for:
orphanages.

The Chairman: We have passed sub-
head 4. We are now on sub-head 8.
The hon. Member cannot go back.

Mr. Kumaraswamy: I do not want fo
go back. With regard to sub-head 8,
*“ Relief of distress due to failure of
crops, floods and other exceptional-
causes, Rs. 6,250,000 ', I brought to
the notice of the Hon. Minister the
drought in the district of Pooneryn. I
wrote a letter to him and I also sent
him telegrams, but, I regret to state
that no concrete steps have been taken
to meet the situation. Some of the
Revenue Officers are possessed of pe-
culiar ideas. 1 informed a certain
Revenue Officer of the acute shortage
of water, and asked him what he could
do to help. To my utter surprise, he
turned round and asked me how we
faced the situation in the past. That.
I say, is not at all a proper way of
meeting a demand. After all, these
difficulties occur, and they must be
tackled as they arise. It is no use._
saying that in the past a certain thing
happened and so it must continue.
Why should the country suffer ifor
ever? You will be surprised to hear
that in certain remote districts the water
shortage has been so acute that peopls
were compelled to use buffalo urine to
quench their thirst.

The Chairman: The hon. Member is

exaggerating.
Mr. Kumaraswamy: I am not
exaggerating. When I mentioned about

buffaloes the Hon. Minister of Com-
merce and Trade was amazed. I am .
not exaggerating; I myself have been a
vietim.
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Mr. Herat: May I remind the Hon.
Minister that during his visit to my
electorate in connection with flood
relief, I suggested that 50 acres of land
be acquired from a certain estate jusf
adjoining a village which goes under
flood annually. He gave me the
promise that he would acquire those 50
acres. May 1 know what has
happened?

The Chairman: That matter
under some other Ministry.

comes

Mr. Herat: I only want to know
whether the MHon. Minister would
implement the promise he made.

Mrs. Florence Senanayake (Kiriella):
Mr. Chairman, I wish to draw the at-
tention of the Hon. Minister to the
question of flood relief in my area. He
was good enough to appoint an officer to
assess the damage caused by the 1947
floods, but I regret to state that that
officer, rather the Inspector, was not
instructed to assess the damage caused
to the crops. The people of the area
are eagerly waiting to see the fulfilment
of the promise of the Hon. Minister.
He wrote to the Government Agent on
November 6, 1947, that he would con-
sider the granting of compensation for
loss. Quite apart from that, I brought
to the notice of the Hon. Minister that
there was Crown land in Kiriella, and I
asked him whether, if there was any
Crown land available, he would acquire
it for the rehabilitation of the flood

victims. May I know what he proposes
to do?

Mr. S. A. Silva: As hon. Members
know, Agalawatte is an area where there
is the heaviest rainfall in the Island.
This place, which is in my electorate, is
subject to - floods. Houses have been
damaged to a large extent. There ars
houses that have been completely
damaged but the village headmen have
not reported a number of cases of such
damage to the Government Agent with
the result that the vietims of the floods
have not yet got any kind of relief.

I have seen a number of applications
which have been made to the Hon.
Minister. May I earnestly request the
Hon. Minister not to pass these appli-
cations to the Government Agent aoain
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because he would, in turn, request the
headmen of the area to report on the
situation. There are a number of head-
men against whom I have received
reports. People state that some head-
men demand money, and that only if
money is given they report that the
houses are damaged. There are also
cases in that area which have been
brought to my notice where houses have
not been damaged but people have been
recommended for relief and have got
relief. So, if an Inspector of the Social
Services Department will visit the area,
I am sure he will give an accurate esti-
mate of the damage caused and make
known the utter neglect of duty by the
headmen and the Vidane Arachchi of
that area.

I should also like to speak a few words
on the question of workmen's
compensation. ‘

The Chairman: That item has not

been taken up yet.

Mr. Dahanayake: I want the Hon.
Minister to tell us whether he has made
any provision for the rehabilitation of
flood victims under this Head. I do
not see any provision made. 1 recall a
visit which the Hon. Minister paid to
the Gampola electorate some time ago
when he promised the flood vietims
there that they would soon have safer
and better homes in places which would
not be subject to floods. I ask, where
i1s the provision for such rehabilitation?

The Chairman: Under Loa-n'Funds.

The Hon. Mr. Goonesinha: Study the
Budget.

Mr. Dahanayake: Does it come under
the votes of the Minister of Agriculture
or under Loan Fundg?

The  Chairman: There iz an
Amendment to be moved by the Hon.
Minister of Finance under Loan Funds.

Sub-head 4.—Public Assistance,
Rs. 8,037,400.

The Hon., Mr. Jayewardene: I move,
" That the Vote be increased by
Rs, 17,000 in respect of sub-head 4,
New items, ‘ (1) Grant to the Jayasekera
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Home for Women and Children; (2)

Grant to the Child Protection Society’ . .

Question put, and agreed to.

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: I should
like to make a few comments on this
sub-head. After all, I myself have a
constituency. :

First of all, I propose to associate
myself with the hon. Member for
Horowupotana in congratulating the
Hon. Minister, but for a different rea-
son. That is for resisting the torrential
flood of words that flowed from
Mt. Lavinia. My own knowledge and
common experience of the Hon. Minis-
ter iz that he is the ‘‘ Stonewall
Jackson ”’ of the Cabinet. I want to
bring to the notice of the Hon. Minister
that when he visited my constituency
he was kind enough to order the
commencement of relief works at once.
The relief works went on for about two
weeks, and, suddenly, a shower of rain
came and all relief work was stopped.
I brought’ that matter to the notice of
the Hon. Minister. A sum of over
Rs.
construction of the foundation of Beach
voad, with relief labour. All that
money will be wasted unless the Hon.
Minister would be kind enough to in-
vestigate the matter and  take
suitable action, by way of completing it
to ensure that my constituency is
benefited by this road, which is of the
utmost utility to the fishing industry
and to hygienic living.

Dr. Perera: There is provision for
the Homes for the Aged in a sum of
Rs. 300,000. Will the Hon. Minister
give us some information about. the idea
he has in view?

Mr. Keuneman: With regard to sub-
head 9, will the Hon. Minister inform
us how many officers have been sent
out on training to the United Kingdom?

Mr. Pakeman: With regard to sub-
head 10, may 1 enquire from the Hon.
Minister whether these social surveys
are going to be undertaken by the De-
partment itself or whether they will be
done by cerfain social service minded
-organiza.tions? Many of these institu-
tions are run by women, and I shall be
grateful to the Hon. Minister it he
could give some explanation, precisely,
as to what sub-head 10 refers. to,
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Mr. Dahanayake: Are the surveys to
be made to the extent to which
socialism has advanced?

Mr. Spencer: I wish to ask the Hon.
Minister of Labour and Social Services
whether he is in a position to give us
some idea of how the sum of
Rs. 2,400,000 is to be spent under
sub-head 11, ‘‘ Unemployment Relief.”’

Mr. Keuneman: Can we have a reply
to the earlier questions? T have asked
for information on two points.

]
The Chairman: Let the Hon. Minister
reply on sub-heads 1 to 10.

The Hon. Mr. Jayah: I propose to
reply in general terms to the questions
that have been asked of me. The hon.
Member should not forget that the -
Department of Social Services was
created only in February this year. So
that, when the hon. Member for Ruwan-
wella referred to what happened last
year, he would concede that naturally
the conditions were not quite satisfac-
tory. In the meantime, owing to the
change as a result of the creation of a
new department, the improvements
suggested have been carried out to a
great extent.

6.45 pr.Mm.

You will see that we have spent a
great deal on relief work. T know that
there is a tendency in this connection
to attack the conduct of headmen. But
after all just because there are a few
bad headmen we should not forget those
who are giving of their best. We know
that fthere is a good deal of work and
that in some cases they have to work
long hours sacrificing leisure for the
sake of this work., We must not forget
that it is somewhat difficult to carry oub
this sort of work without thew
co-operation.

Now you see the amount we have
spent in this connection. In Kurune-
gala Distriet, regarding which we heatd
so much—I am sorry some of the
Members who complained so much are
not here—we spent up to June this year
Rs. 861,184.82. That is not a small

amount.

Dr. Perera: How many people were
relieved? :
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The Hon. Mr. Jayah: 11,300 persons.
I thought things were quite satisfactory
at Batticaloa; there we have spent
Rs. 415,255.08; there we perhaps em-
ployed 5,461 men for a longer period
than in Kurunegala. It was said that
we spent nothing at Kegalla. Hon.
Members will be surprised to hear that
we spent at Kegalla Rs. 486,907.86.

Dr, P_e-rera: What was that for? -

The Hon. Mr. Jayah: Flood relief,
compensation for failure of crops-

Dr. Perera: It is only flood relief that
you find. Not a single cent was paid
for failure of crops.

Mr. Dahanayake: All those items are
- grouped under sub-head 8. We want to
know exactly what was spent under the
different items.

The Hon. Mr. Jayah: The hon. Mem-
ber for Anuradhapura was satisfied with
what has been done. We spent there
Rs. 277,560.22, and we employed
21,921 people.

Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena: What
about flood relief and compensation for
failure of crops in the Colombo District?

The Hon, Mr. Jayah: We spent in the
Colombo ' District Rs. 851,877.50 on
flood relief. I do not have the figures
here in respect of the relief given for
failure of crops.

The Chairman: Something is being
done. '

The Hon., Mr. Jayah: Everywhere
something is being done, and I can tell
the hon. Member for Hambantota that
he was absent when a meeting was
held there and, in spite of his absence,
definite meagures were. undertaken, and
we spent Rs. 16,087.16 for relief works
at Hambantota. Owing to the scarcity
of water in that District we propose to
spend another Rs. 5,080. If this is

nothing, I do not know what the hon.
Member has in mind.
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Mr. Dahanayake: Galle District
please. Will the Hon. Minister table
the figures relating to all the Distriets?
I have no

The Hon. Mr. Jayah:

objection,

A question was raised by the hon.

Member for Wellawatta-Galkissa re-
garding the policy towards private
charity. After all, when we had the

malaria epidemic and the floods in 1947
we found in some cases that prompt re-
lief was not given. Some people
depended foo much on Government.
The Government does not want to shirk
its  responsibility. Where relief is
needed that is forthcoming. We do not
want to deprive the more well-to-do of
the opportunity of making themselves
useful to society. That is why we are
resorting to private charity. 1 think
there is nothing more to which I should
refer.

Mr. Dahanayake: What &about the
failure of crops? .

Dr. Perera: What about Gampola?

The Hon. Mr. Jayah: There are
altogether ten homes for the aged run
by  individual societies, and the
Government is giving them a grant.

Dr. Perera: But there is a State home
for the aged.

-

Ths Hon. Mr. D. S. .‘Sénanayaka:
The State is going to start a home for
the aged.

The Hon. Mr. Jayah: We propose to
start new homes for the aged wherever
necessary. In the meantime we have
offers from three public-spirited gentle-
men of three different areas to put up
homes for the aged and hand them over
to the State for the State to run them.-
If there are more offers, the Government
will only be too pleased to run them.

Mr. Dahanayake: Will you say where
they are?

Dr. Perera: Have you decided on the
places where you are going to have these
homes? :
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. The Hon. Mr. Jayah: They will be
State homes for the aged.

Mr. Dahanaya.ke: Where are they

going to be situated?

The Hon. Mr. Jayah: With regard to
social surveys, we propose to select cer-
tain defined areas and find out the ex-
tent of destitution that prevails in such
" areas—the number of destitutes and
others. That will enable us to carry
out the work more expeditiously.

Mr. Motha: The whole position of the
country will be reflected in the choice
of the areas for survey. On what prin-
ciple is the survey going to be carried
out? Social surveys must reflect the
position of the whole country or of the
most depressed areas. That is very
important.

The Hon. Mr. Jayah: Naturally this
will be done in conjunction with the
University for the purpose of research.
To begin with, these surveys will be
undertaken in certain selected areas.
They might extend over the whole
Island, if necessary.

Mr. Keuneman: What about informa-
tion on sub-head 9 ? How many officers
have been sent to England?

The Hon. Mr. Jayah: Two officers
have been sent, and they are attached
to the National Insurance Department,

and they are studying mnational
Insurance.
Mpr, Dasanaike: The Hon. Minister

said that the Government spent about
Rs. 300,000 in the Kurunegala District.
I want to know whether that includes
Wariyapola area also.

The Hon. Mr. Suntharalingam: Not
according to constituency but according
to district.

Mr. Dahanayake: He has given no
information on sub-head 10.

The Chairman: He has answered.

Dr. Perera: His answer is very
inadequate. - W ith Rs. 5,000 you can-
not make a social survey of the whole

Island.
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The Chairman: He is just starting.
He said that he would be having surveys
in one or two places. -

Pohollyadde Dissawa: May I know
from the Hon. Minister whether he
would consider my suggestions?

Dr, Perera: What about the question
of unemployment relief?

The Chairman: I hope it will not
interfere with the Motion in the Order
Book by the hon. Member for Galle.

Dr. Perera: What I want to know is
some details regarding the Government
scheme at the moment. What T would
like to have from the Hon. Minister is
some information regarding the provision
of Rs. 2,400,000 for the various schemes
that he has in mind. I presume that
there is the Bloemendhal scheme on
which he is spending money. What
other schemes has he in mind?

Apart from that, I know that the’
Hon. Minister has had a series of con-
ferences with the Colombo Municipality
and that they have put forward certain
tentative proposals. I would like to
know at what stage these conversations
are at the present moment. I also
would like to know when it is proposed
to start some of these schemes. I think
about five schemes have been put for-
ward to the Hon. Minister, particularly

with regard te unemployment in
Colombo.
The Hon. Mr. Goonesinha: The

Municipality wants all the work done at
Government expense.

Dr, Perera: Relief of unemployment
a State responsibil-
ity. 1 do not think the Hon. Minister
can say that the responsibility for re-
lieving unemployment can be shifted to

local authorities. :

The Hon. Mr. Goonesinha:

not say that.

We do

Dr. Perera: Out of the five schemes
I want to know which one they intend
to take up first. There is a scheme to
fill up the swamps involving about 192
acres providing work for 2,000 workers.
There is the other scheme for widening
streets. :
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The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:

They are being examined.

Mr. Dahanayake: I thought that
unemployment relief as against measures
for increasing employment means the
granting of assistance to the unemploy-
ed. Is that the position? We see that
the question of unemployment is dealt
with under two Heads—Heads 110 and
111. Under Head 110, which is in the
charge of the Commissioner of Labour,
provision has been made for measures
for increasing employment. That is. to
say, under Head 110 all kinds of
schemes will be wundertaken into
which those who are at present un-
employed will be absorbed. If that is
-the position, it is a bit of wishful think-
ing on my part.. I hope that the provi-
sion under Head 111 which is styled
unemployment relief really refers to re-
lief that will be granted to those who
ask for employment and to whom the
State is unable to give a satisfactory
answer.

The
No.

Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
Relief of distress.

Mr. Dahanayake: In that case we
want a very clear definition of how, in
what way, and in what schemes the
sum of Rs. 2,400,000 will be spent as
against expenditure under the previous
. Head. We want a very clear statement
from the Hon. Minister.

The Chairman: He was going to give
the information, but you would not
allow him.

Mr. Wilmot A. Perera: I want to
reiterate the complaint that I made
during the Second Reading Debate re-
garding two schemes that have been put
up to the Hon. Minister. I am not
blaming the Hon. Minister but I am
blaming the provinecial administration.

The Chairman: Unemployment relief?

Mr. Wilmot A. Perera: It has taken
very nearly three months.

The Chairman: I said that I cannot
allow that to be discussed because we
are already having a Resolution in the

Order Book in the name of the hon.
Member for Galle.
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Mr. Wilmot A. Perera: If the Hon.
Minister is having his Inspectors of
Social Services in those areas, and if the
Assistant Government Agents have too
much work to attend to, then cannot
we get the Inspectors of Social Services
to look into these matters?

Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena: I want
to know whether the unemployed people
of an area where relief work is carried
on, will be given preference over
outsiders.

The Hon. Mr. Goonesinha:
the accepted policy.

That 1is

The Chairman: The hon. Member
asked the same question before.

Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena: He has
not given an answer.

The Chairman: He was about to give
the answer.

The Hon. Mr, Jayah: I was about to
say that we had prepared definite
schemes in regard to the first work that
was undertaken—Bloemendhal scheme—
where we had to employ a certain
number of unemployed. Relief was
considered very necessary at that time,
and had to ‘be given.

7.0 .M.

Thereafter we had the schemes at
Ratmalana and Mahara, and later, we
have undertaken a scheme at Attidiya
and then the Kelaniya embankment
scheme. We are now examining other
schemes, such as the Muturajawela and
Kolonnawa schemes. It looks as if we
will succeed taking over the land at
Kolonnawa and levelling it for the pur-
pose of a good housing scheme, and we
might be able to absorb practically
about 8,000 of the unemployed. We
have several other schemes. The Muni-
cipality of Colombo is also coming to
our rescue, although it will take some
time for them to do so. They are trying
to clear the fire gaps, and already work
has been started. About a hundred men
have already been employed. And there
are several other schemes. Even in
Colombo we want to acquire lands near
about, Maligawatte and Wanathamulla.
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These things cannot be done in a day.
The Municipalities tell us that they
cannot manage it. They confess their
inability to administer the Poor Law.
They say that conditions are so bad
that they cannot allow the people to
suffer. They say either we must get the
law amended or give relief to those who
are affected by this law.

- So, Sir, we are considering some of
these schemes, but we want to make
sure, in view of the seriousness of the
situation, that there is a definite vote
so that we need not come here again,
and have the schemes ready by October
next year.

Mr. Keuneman: Are we to understand
from the Hon. Minister that this vote
is to be used only for schemes providing
employment and not for granting funds
for the unemployed.

The Hon. Mr. Jayah: 1 have already
said that the question of poor relief law
is being considered, If you think it
abgolutely necessary that some sort of
relief should be granted to relieve the
difficulties of the people in these three
municipalities, certainly it will be done,
but we have to examine the whole
position.

Mr. Bauddhasara: The Hon. Minis-
ter has not mentioned any schemes for
places like Galle, Kandy, Kurunegala,
and so on.

The Hon., Mr. Jayah: Work has
already been started in some of those
places. We have spent about
Rs. 80,000.

" Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena: 1 want
to know whether the people of the area
will be employed to do relief work in
that particular area.

The Hon. Mr. Jayah: In the first
place the people of the area will be
given employment. What is the use of
bringing in people, Sir? We 1311]3’51:51'5{—,
have the people registered. - Somebody
will bring in 100 people andrgay they
are ready for employment. Then ;t:he,
whole scheme will be nupset, ~Unior-
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tunately, the hon. Member went to the
Exchange and found that he could not
establish the position he took up.

Dr. Perera: What is this item
“ Regional Offices *’ under sub-head 12?

The Hon. Mr. Jayah: They are to be
in different parts of the Island, like
Galle, Badulla, Jaffna, and so on.

Dr. Perera: Is it proposed to have
these offices used as employment ex-
changes? Or are you proposing to use
them for social service work?

The Hon.
service work,

Mr. Jayah: For social

The Chairman: Anything else?

Mr. Keuneman: Yes, Sir, sub-
head 13. Apparently, the Hon. Minis-
ter is introducing a Health Insurance
Scheme. I would like to know from the
Hon. Minister whether the token vote
that he is seeking is going to be used for
social service work for this country, or
whether he is going to make any
changes in those schemes. Some com-
ments by the Hon. Minister on this
token vote would be very welcome.

Dr., Perera: 1T am at a loss to know
why this token vote is being introduced
for items that are already estimated. I
should also like to know from the Hon,
Minister what is the particular idea he
had in his mind when he included the
words ‘° Workmen’s Compensation and
Maternity *’ in that item. Does the
Hon. Mijnister intend to amend the
Workmen’s Compensation Ordinance;
and is the Minister aware that this
Ordinance is defective in many respects,
firstly about the amount that is granted
and secondly about the operation of the
Workmen’s Compensation Ordinance
itself? There are various other defects
like that. The operation of the Ordin-
ance has been delayed. Is the Hon.
Minister contemplating amending the
Ordinance?

Mr. Dahanayake: I would like to draw
the attention of the Minister to the
ranner in which some of the estate
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. [Mr. Dahanayake. |
owners of this country and other em-
ployers - evade payment of - mabernity
benefits. Certain instances have come
to my notice in which the records that
are required to be kept under the
Maternity Benefits Ordinance are not
being kept.

The Chairman: This is entirely a new
thing and has nothing to do with that
Ordinance. This js Health Insurance.
This does not come under any of the
subjects you speak of.

Mr. Dahanayake: When I wanted to
speak on Head 110, you asked me
‘to waib..

The Chairman: Maternity DBenefits
do not- come under this Head or any
other Head under the Minister of
Labour and Social Services. They come
‘under the Minister of Health and Tiocal
Government. This is Hea-l_th Insurance.
~ Mr. Dahanayake _T Matermtv
Benefits Ordinance comes under the
QMinister of Liabour.

 The Hon. Mr. D, S. Senanayake:
That is under the previous Constituticn.

Mr. Dahanayake: Then, may I
know what this new provision is that is
being ~asked for—°‘ Health Insurance
-mcludmg Workmen’s Compensation '’?
When the question of maternity benefits

i considered I want the Minister to note
that “as the law stands today, the
owners of estates avoid the payment of
these maternity benefits. They avoid
it, Sir, by mnot maintaining proper
ecords. - They avoid it by marking the
- check-rolls falsely In some estates the
attendance is marked not daily accord-
ing to the manner in-which the worker
abtends wotk, bup the worker is expected
to do a certain quantity of work for a
day and when that quantity is com-
pleted one day is marked against his
name. A sort of piece work system
exists in those estates and the poor
.workers have to put up with exploitary
methods or else get out of employment
altogether. T want the Department to
create new legislation in order to prevent
estate owners from deptwmﬂr mothers
of these maternity benefits.

HOUSE ‘OF REPRESENTATIVES
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f“I‘h-e Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
this ¢ maternity benefit
which the Hon. Member speaks of? Is

it twins, or singles, or what? .

Mr. Dahanayake: The Hon. Prime
Minister is dealing with an important
subject very light- he'utedh The Sena-
nayake Cabmet keeps on qu1bblmg, Sir.
That accusation is correct.

1 was referring to the fact that I
know personally of a very large number
of instances in which mothers have been
deprived of these maternity benefits,
and this is the new point which I wanted
to stress. When complaints are made
to the Labour Department, the Depart-
ment merely refers the matter to the
Superintendent of the estate, looks up
the false record provided by the Super-
intendent and sends to the aggrieved
party a formal reply. That is not what
we want the Labour Department to do.
We want the Tiabour Department to go
to the spot and hold a first-hand inquiry
to permit the aggrieved party to produece
evidence to show that he had worked
for a certain mumber of days in the
estate and that the check-roll had been
marked in a different way. I am
insisting that this matter be looked iito
very carefully.

The Chairman: The Hon. Member is.
I have already said that
this subject of Maternity Benefits comes
under the Minister of Health and Local
Government and has nothing to do with
this Ministry.

Mr. Dahanayake: 1 ask for new

The Chairman: This is not the proper
authority from whom thaﬁ can be afskerl
Because the word ‘° maternity '’ is
there, the hon. Member thinks that this

relates to maternity benefits. It is
not so. :
Mr. Dahanayake. ‘‘ Maternity

what is the noun for that adjective? I
want the Hon. Minister to faupplv the
missing word in the phrase: ‘‘ including
Workmen’s Compensation and Matern-
ity . May I know from the Hon.
Minister  what is the missing word in -
that phrase?
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. The Chairman: Put in any words you
like, the *‘ Maternity * in this case has
nothing to do with the estates. Mater-
nity Benefits come under the Medical
‘Wants Ordinance, which is under the
Minister of Health and Local Govern-
ment. This is Health Insurance; the
‘hon. Member is speaking all about
estates,

Mr. Dahanayake: I only speak about
the owners of wvarious engineering
firms

The Chairman: The hon. Member has
already spoken for five minutes. I have
explained the position to the hon.
Member, but he continues to speak.
Do you want me to call for Order?
‘When I point out under what Head
you are to speak, vou do not listen.
You say something else. Is it fair? 1
ask. You are taking advantage of ths
indulgence of the other members of this
House: -

Mr. J. C. T. Kotalawela: Myr. Chair-
man, the Workmen’s Compensation
‘Ordinance needs immediate revision.
In faet, I fully support the remarks
‘made by the hon. Member for Ruwan-
wella. In the case of temporary dis-
ablement, a worker has to wait for days
to receive his monthly payment, and
that. too after much agitation. Even
under normal conditions he does no*
‘receive it in two or three days; whereas
dn IEngland the payments are made
‘within two or three days.

7.15 P.M.

Coming to the question of any injury
which does not result in the total or
partial disablement of a worker for a
period exceeding seven days, the work-
ers are not paid any compensation.

Another matter which I would like to
mention is in regard to the medical
opinion which doctors are called upon
to express regarding the ability of an
injured person to work in a particular
industry. That means that the doctor
is expeéted to know something about the
industry itself. Surely that is too much
to expect from a doctor? Therefore, 1
would appeal to the Hon. Minister t-q gef
the advice at least of his expert from
abroad.
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The Chairman: When he brings the
scheme forward. e S

Mr. J. C. T. Kotalawela: I believe
this was mentioned last year when the
HEstimates came up, but no steps have
been taken by the Minister.

‘Mr. S. A. Silva: With regard to
Workmen’s Compensation, now that
legislation is to be introduced, I would
point out to the Hon. Minister the
desirability of introducing a  clause
making it compulsory on the part of
the employer to take steps to pay com-
pensation where workers are injured
while at work.

I say this, Sir, because we come
across many instances where the injured
person is not given any help. There
was a particular case in my area where
a worker injured his eyes while break-
ing metal. He stayed in the Fye
Hospital for a number of months, but
he has completely lost his sight and
no compensation has been paid to the
man. This matter has been reported to
the Labour Department, but nothing
has been done.

The Chairman: Hon. Members must
realize that this Vote is not for the
payment of compensation. :

Mr. S. A, Silva: With the introduc-
tion of this new legislation I want to
have it made compulsory for the em-
ployers to take all steps to pay compen-
sation and also _have a penalty imposed
on them if it is not done.

Mr. Spencer: Mr. Chairman, arising
from the remarks of the hon. Third
Member for Colombo Central (Mr.
Keuneman), I want to ask the Hon.
Minister if he can tell us whether the
House will be given an opportunity of
discussing the position of those interests
which are already running provident
funds, when the combined contributory
scheme mentioned in the Report of the
Commissioners of Social Services is
being considered.

- The Hon. Mr. Jayah: This is a token
Vote in connection with the introduction
of this far-reaching scheme. I thought
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[Hon. Mr. Jayah. |
it would be welcome news to hon. Mem-
bers. We were even ready with the de-

tails of the scheme, but we wanted to

make sure that this scheme is carefully
examined before launching it. We
are getting down two experts from the
International Labour Organization one
of whom is an actuary, so that all the
details we have got together can be
closely examined by these experts.
Once we are satisfied with the schems,
we will consult all interests, including
the interests mentioned by the hon.
Appointed Member, Mr. Spencer, and
when the necessary legislation is intro-
duced hon. Members will have an
opportunity of dealing with the whole
subject, That is why we are asking for
a token vote. We are at present not
sure whether the Rs. 5,000,000 which
we intend asking for when introducing
this legislation will be enough to work
the scheme. We now have the scheme
in outline.

the

Mr. Dahanayake: What is

scheme?

The Hon. Mr. Jayah: The scheme
covers health insurance, unemployment
insurance and a national provident fund.

Mr. Dahanéyake: Where does the

word ‘‘ maternity '° come in?

The Chairman: I have already
answered that. :

Major J. W. Oldfield (Appointed
Member): How do you expect these
investigators to arrive?

The Hon. Mr. Jayah: I will have to
introduce a supplementary Vote to spend
Rs. 20,000 for the cost of their passages.
They will stay here till they finish the
work, and after that they will leave.

- Major Oldfield: Will that be done
under this token vote?

The Chairman: Yes.

Question, ‘‘ That the sum of
Rs. 14,726,891 for Head 111, Vote No.
1, be inserted in the Schedule, put,
and agreed to, . rofarans
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Head 111, Vote 1, as amended,
ordered to stand part of the Schedule.

Head 116.—Minister of Commerce and
Trade

Vote No. 1.—Salaries and Ezpenses of
office of the Minister of Commerce
and Trade, Rs. 205,768.

Dr. Perera: I have a few observations
to make on this Vote. We would like
the Hon. Minister to give us some idea
of what he has done. The Hon. Minis-
ter has now started a new fashion of
speaking in riddles. I do not think that
is satisfactory from the point of view
of this House. I think the Hon. Minis-
ter should make a specific statement as
to the present position with regard to
copra prices as well as the various other
floor prices. The Hon. Minister was very
keen during a stage on these floor prices.
Notwithstanding certain differences of
opinion—I think there were some
Members who were not too keen about
it—the Hon. Minister was very keen,
and his keenness apparently supervened
and floor prices were maintained. Then,
suddenly for some reason, the floor
prices were given up, or he was asked
to give them up, or, shall I say, he was
constrained to give them up.

Now, Sir, this House was not con-
sulted one bit even when a fundamen-
tal change of policy took place. This
House had no idea as to the reasons
which actuated the Hon. Minister to
change that policy. It may be true that
he did not agree with that change of
policy; yet I think he was in duty bound
to inform this House of the reasons which
prompted him to make that change in
policy. There are some of us, Sir, who
feel that the continuance of the floor
prices are justified. Some of us feel that
today by the removal of the floor prices
we have played into the hands of the

shippers—that, in fact, the tune is being
called by the shippers.

~ Before the Hon. Minister departed, he
told this country that although there
were statements that the floor prices
were to be given up, that although there
was a to-do about it in the Cabinet,
still, legally, the floor prices were in
operation. The Hon. Minister made a
hasty departure to England, and hey,
presto! floor prices vanished.
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S.The Hon. Mr, Suntharalingam: No,
ir.

Dr. Perera: The floor prices vanished
with the coming of the new Minister of
Trade and Commerce into the saddle,
and new machinery was set up
apparently consisting of millers in the
case of desiceated coconut and shippers.
The producers were not represented.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:

The producers were also represented.

Dr. Perera: They were not repre-
~ -sented, and to date I do not think they
are represented in that machinery. Now,
however, the new idea of a fair price
has been fixed apparently by the parties
concerned, that is the shippers and the
millers. '

Now, Sir, we would like to know why
those changes have taken place—why
this shift from one thing to another
without an indication to this House?
Surely, Sir, the hon. Members of this
House—the representative assembly in
this House—is entitled to have some in-
formation about these economic
gyrations, if not political gyrations.

The Hon. Minister must, I think, take
this House into greater confidence. He
must be prepared to discuss in this
House whatever difficulties he has with
the shippers. It is fairly well known,
Sir, that today the shippers have a con-
trolling voice in international prices, and
the country is entitled to know to what
extent we have succumbed to the in-
fluence of the shippers. I have good
reason to believe that the shippers are
calling the tune at the present moment.

The Chairman: Yes, the hon.

Member has now said that twice.

Dr. Perera: Even if 1 were to say it a
hundred times, Sir, it would not be
enough, judging by the_ results.

The Chairman: You are repeating the
same thing.

Dr. Perera: Only, Sir, you have to
look at it from various angles. On the
question of the rubber prices, the Com.-
missioner was asked to giveoup dheNides
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of buying rubber. Was that again not
done at the demand of the shippers?
Surely, therefore we, particularly on
this side of the House, are entitled to:
know what precisely is the position of
the Hon. Minister with regard to his
Department. We would also like fto:
know from the Hon. Minister the posi-
tion with regard to the commercial side

of his Department. ; '

The Chairman: That is under &
separate Head.

Dr. Perera: I will take it up in &
detailed way when we come to the
question of Commerce, but I think

The Chairman: The hon, Member has-
asked a very important question, and I
think he should let the Hon. Minister

reply.

Major Oldfield: There is one little
item under ‘‘ Personal Emoluments '*
which I should like to mention. Yow
will note that the Permanent Secretary
is deseribed as a C. C. S. officer in the -
Super Grade, but we were told last year
that there was no such thing as a Super
Grade in the Ceylon Civil Service,

The Hon. Mr. Suntharalingam:
Mr. Chairman, I am grateful for ‘the
opportunity given me by the Leader of
the Opposition

The Hon. Mr. Goonesinha: He is not
the Leader of the Opposition.

The Hon. Mr. Suntharalingam: Oh,
not appointed yet!

I am grateful for the opportunity given
me by the hon. Member for Ruwanwella
to remove the misunderstandings, the
doubts and misgivings which exist in
the country on this question of floor
prices. I am not surprised that there
should be these doubts, misgivings and
misunderstandings in the country at
large, when they are so dominant in the
mind of a learned Doctor like the hon.
Member for Ruwanwella.

What, Sir, is the position? The sys-
tem of floor prices was introduced soon
after this Government was born, in order
to secure the best prices for Ceylon
prodiacer .
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[Hon. Mr. Suntharalingam. |

Eon. Members will remember that on
the occasion of the last Debate on the
Budget I did refer in specific terms to
what I then considered to be the
stranglehold on this country’s trade by
a body of shippers. But I must say, in
all fairness, in all justice, that the ship-
pers have responded to my policy in a
way which I never anticipated. I must
~ thank them most sincerely, and I mpst
pay my tribute to them for having in the
last few months served Ceylon in a way
that has brought credit to Ceylon and
- benefit to Ceylonese.

7.30 p.m.

1t is necessary that we should know
the facts. This measure was introduced
to meet a particular emergency. When
I assumed the duties of my office, I found
- desiccated coconut being sold af Re. 1.05
a lb. When I asked for the reason, I
was told that the quota allowed under
the copra contract had been practically
exhausted, that there was a shortage of
supply, that there was a persistent de-
- mand, and that therefore the prices had
-shot up.

- The simple remedy was to issue more
desiceated coconut. We applied for per-
mission to the Ministry of Food in Eng-
land, and they most magnanimously gave
us permission to go outside the terms of
the contract and utilize about 2,500 tons
of desiceated coconut.

When that permission was obtained,
in fact in anticipation of that permission
being obtained, prices slumped down
from Re. 1.05 to 70 or 80 cents a lb.
When we went into the causes we felt
- that it was due to some action taken by
the shippers, probably under pressure
from buyers abroad, and therefore, to
resist this action on the part of buyers
abroad, we thought it necessary to intro-
douce floor prices. Those prices were
introduced after close and careful

consultation with every section of the.

industry.

In the desiccated coconut industry,
there are two sets of people, shippers and
millers. ‘The hon. Member says there
are producers also. I do not understand
. the statement that there is a third party
called: the ‘* producers of desiceated
woconub

- Dr. Perera: Producers of coconuts.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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The Hon. Mr. Suntharalingam: They
are the coconut producers. The miller
is the man who buys the raw product,
the coconut, and turns it into desiccated
coconut. Let there be no splitting of
hairs. I vepéat, that the producer of
desiceated coconut is the miller—

Dr. Perera: The Prime Minister says
the producers are represented

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:

"~ Yes.

The
Yes.

Hon. Mr. Suntharalingam:

Dr. Perera: You denied it.

The Hon.
Certainly not.
scoring debating points.
as they are.

Mr. Suntharalingam:
I am not interested in
1 take the facts

The millers who are the producers can
use any raw material for the purpose.
They bought coconuts at their own rates;
that is their look-out. They are pro-
ducers of desiccated coconut, and they
ag producers and the shippers were
consulted, and floor prices fixed.

What happened? There was a reac-
tion, a temporary reaction, but the manr-
ket went down. The shippers and the
millers both played their game, and
played it well! What was the result?
When we came to the year 1948, when
we released 10,000 tons of desiceated
toconut under the quota, we found that
52 millers had been given a net profit of
over Rs. 6,000,000, while the revenue
gained at the rate of 30 cents a 1b., until
quite recently when for ecertain reasons
we reduced the duty to 20 cents a Ib.

Here are the results of five months’
operation of the floor prices, from Jan-
uary to May, 1948. I am sorry I could
not get the figures up to the end of June,
1948, because I _expected this vote to be
taken up tomorrow.

During the five months up to the end
of May, 1948, Ceylon sold 156,975 cwts.
for Rs. 17,276,118, at an average f.0.b."
Colombo price of Re. 1.04. Compare
that with the sales for the corresponding
period of 1947, of 115,108 cwts. for
Re. 9,149,654, or 71 cents per 1b.
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In other words, there hasg been an in-
crease of 36 per cent. in the quantity
sold, about 90 per cent. in the .value

- received and 47 per cent. in the prices

realized.

Does my hon. Friend the Member for
Ruwanwella suggest that my Chief has
gone and abolished the floor prices?

Dr, Perera: He has.
The Hon. My, Suntharalingam:

Of courgse not. All that he has done is
this. He has, I think quite rightly,

polished the °‘ floor” _and made it
“ fair ! What he has done is this

Dr, Perera: Call it a fair price?

The Hon. Mr. Suntharalingam:

Not merely that. It is not prudent on
the part of the Government to intervene
in the fixation of floor prices, even after
close consultation with the interests
concerned. It is more desirable for the
interests themselves to fix the prices.

Dr. Perera: That is a reversal of

policy.
The Hon. Mr. Suntharalingam: No.

Take a typical case. In the cocoa
trade we had the same system intro-
duced. We had floor prices. The Prime
Minister, in his inimitable, diplomatic
way said, ** Gentlemen, you are sending
me all kinds of complaints about the floor
prices. Very well. Here you are:
Please decide your prices.
to do, and we will do it. Consult your
committees or boards. Let us have your
Producers’ Board; let us hdve your
Shippers’ Beard. You can meet to-
gether if you like! Please decide for
yourselves .

They met together, and what did they

decide? ‘‘ These prices shall be the
minimum fair preces ’’. And what are
those ¢° fair '’ prices? The same floor

prices, exactly the same! There has not
been a change in the system, nor a change
in the practice, nor in the values received.

But there has been one change:
Polish the ¢ floor " and make it ‘¢ fair. ”’

Mr., Dahanayake: ‘° Polish’ or
““ gabolish "’?

11 AUGUST 1948

Tell us what

—Committee 1210

The
Polish.

1 can multiply instances. It will
please *my hon. Friends to hear that
during my visit to England, in the past
three weeks, we have had occasion to
talk about this system. The London
Baltic Exchange were taken up by this
system in relation to our economy.

Hon. Mr. Suntharalingam :

We not only had the ‘‘ floor price '~
system, but we had the ‘‘ fair price *’
system, and in that system we allowed
competition; we called for tenders.

That is also repeated now by the same

producers - and - shippers. They say,
" This is a fair price which this country
should obtain: Now you people want all
this stuff; you want to compete to get
this stuff. Well, then, compete just as
much as you like, and the man who pays
the highest price will have the right to
export.”’

If you examine the prices of cocoa
particularly, you will find that in the
whole history of the cocoa trade, never
has this country, nor any country in the
world, realized the prices that we have-
realized to such great advantage.

I trust that it will not be said here-
after that there has been a change of
policy : there has been only a change in
diplomatic skill. i

Dr. Perera: The position taken up by
the Minister of Commerc and Trade is
that, instead of his Department fixing
the prices, the Government has, by
changing the word “* floor ’’ into ‘‘ fair *°,
handed the work over to, as he callg
them, °‘ the parties concerned ’’, who
will fix the prices

The Hon. Mr.
That is democracy!

Suntharalingam :

Dr. Perera: It is strange that this
concept of °* democracy '’ should have
dawned upon the Minister only after six
months

The Hon. Mr. Suntharalingam:
Quite right: We all make mistakes!

Dr. Perera: I am glad he admits that
he made a mistake, but we are of
opinion that in the first instance he did
hot make a mistake. We feel that if he
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Dr. Perera. |
had continued on the lines he originally
adopted all would have been well. He
has fixed these so-called fair prices, but
is he satisfied with the present situation?
Apparently not, because the Minister has
had to change the tax—the export duty

on desiceated coconut has  been
reduced
The Hon. Mr. Suntharalingam:

That was done long ago, for different
reasons. :

Dr. Perera: I know the reasons.
There is a Motion on that subject. All
that I need say on that point now is that
we are not convinced that the situation
 may not arise when you may have to
revert to the °‘ floor prices '’ system,
instead of the present ‘° fair prices ”
system. The system of °° fair ' prices
may operate satisfactorily in the case of
desiceated coconut, because the millers
are also the shippers, and therefore, for
the present, it may suit those concerned
to continue the present system. The
time will come, however, when, atter
they have entrenched themselves, they
will want to exploit the situation.

That applies also to the other trades.
They want a Board under which they
could operate ‘* floor prices "’

The
No.

Hon. Mr. Suntharalingam:

Dr. Perera: We are still experiencing
the aftermath of those floor prices, and
we shall feel the repercussions of the
 new prices only six or eight months
hence. -

The Minister was keen on the “* floor
prices > at one stage. Does he now
seriously tell this House that when he
introduced the floor prices he was not
aware of the possibility of carrying on
with  fair prices "’ fixed on the same
basis? He was not prepared to trust
the shippers, or to allow them to have
their own way. The Minister must con-
sider the future, and not merely the
needs of the immediate moment.

The Minister is now prepared to trust
the 'shippers.
good deal of experience of the manner
in  which shippers have treated this
country and its producers. . We  have

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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not forgotten it. We have no reason to
believe that the shippers will prove to
be any different in the future; when it
suits their purpose they will exploit this
country, and the House will not be sur-
prised to hear that the Minister has had
to change his mind -again. He has
changed his mind once.

Mr. Dahanayake: Sir, the Minister of
Commerce and Trade is cleverer in what
he conceals than in what he reveals.
Who are the people, which is the party
that squealed against floor prices?
Why did they protest against floor
prices? As 1 understand 1ib from
the layman’s angle, the floor prices
ensure a reasonable and equitable price
to the producer. I take it that 1t was
the middleman that squealed

7.45 p.M.
-The Hon. Mr. Suntharalingam:
No.

Mr. Dahanayake: Then who squealed?
Was it you who squealed, or was it your
Prime Minister?

The Hon. Mr. Suntharalingam:
You squealed.

Mr. Dahanayake: I am squealing
now against your injustice. 1 am

squealing now against the fact that you
are not placing all your cards on the
table. And it is my duty to squeal
against your irresponsibility.

I ask the Hon. Minister of Commerce
and Trade to disclose to us the repre-
sentations that he or the Prime Minister,
behind the back of the Minister of Com-
merce and Trade, received, and from
whom. Those representations came from
the shippers, and those representations
were directed towards one end, and one
end only, and that is to see that that con-
tinuity of a reasonable price was avoided.
I think the Hon. Minister will agree that
within a system of competitive trade, we
should ensure a fair and equitable price
to the producer by a system of restrie-
tion, and the floor price system was after
all a system of restriction that affected
the trade, and it benefited the producer.

T ask the Hon. Minister, finally, to tell
us on what date the floor was polished
o ﬁbOIiSth, and what have been the
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results thereafter. From what we have
beard, many things took place between
the sudden and dramatic flight of the
Hon. Minister of Commerce and Trade to
England and his advent today. That
polishing took place in the Hon. Minis-
ter's absence, and he has polished him-
self anew to the task of answering his
critics on this side of the House. We,
on this side of the House, are really
concerned with the producer of not
merely the desiceated products but of the
product itself. The Hon. Minister tried
to draw a distinction between the pro-
ducer of the nut, and the miller who
produced the desiccated product. I
say that we, on this side, are not pre-
pared to accept that distinetion for
purposes of trade relations and trade
agreements and for purposes of balancing
prices. We are primarily concerned
with giving a fair price to the man who
first handles the product, to the producer
from our standpoint. Secondly, we are
concerned, as far as possible with the
elimination of the middleman. .Today
the Hon. Minister’s proposals will tend
to give a further lease of life to the
shippers, and a further opportunity for
the shippers to amass an untold fortune.
Let the Minister reply.

Mr. H. de Z. Siriwardana (Parlia-
mentary Secretary to the Minister of
Industries, Industrial Research and
Fisheries): 1 wish to know from the
Hon. Minister when he fixed the floor

price whether he did not consult the

shippers and the producers.

The Chairman: The Hon. Minister
saidﬁ that he did.
The Hon., Mr., Suntharalingam: -

I said there was eclose and careful

consultation. -

I do earnestly hope that the hon.
Member for Galle will realize that I am
not here to protect any person againsh
the producer of Ceylon produce in Cey-
lon. The hon. Member spoke about
the proaucer of coconuts, and he
thought that I was trying to quibble
between the producer of desicecated
coconut and the producer of coconuts.
As far as the producer of coconuts is
concerned .the price he gets for his pro-
duce is determined by very many
factors: by the man whotbaysy fresh
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coconuts for export to thé Middle East
and India, by the man who buys it for
manufacturing desiccated coconut, by the
man who .wants to convert it into copra,
by the man who wants to convert it into
edible copra [Interruption]—

The Chairman: Do not iﬁterrup-ﬁ
please! The Hon. Minister did not
interrupt others. '

The Hon. Mr. Suntharalingam:
Out of all these cases, the ]:)est returns
have been obtained from desiccated

coconut, and the best prices have been

paid by the millers to the producers of
coconut. While the ordinary man who

buys coconut to convert it into copra

pays eight to nine cents, even seven
cents, no desiccated miller has been

known to pay less than ten cents, some-

times even, eleven, twelve and thirteen

cents. So that, from the point of view
of the producer of coconuts itself, the

desiccated miller is the man who pays the

highest price. He is able to pay the

highest price, because his cost of pro-

duction is very carefully examined and

the floor price is fixed in relation to his

cost of production; he gets a good mar-

gin of profit and he pays the best price

in view of the world demand. The-
world demand was a prime factor till

quite recently, when the Philippines

came into production of desicecated

coconut, so that as far as we are comn-

cerned, the desiccated coconut producer

ig the miller.

The hon. Member for Galle asked on
what date the floor price was abolished.

“You made a hasty departure fo
England and in your absence this
polishing took place *’, he said. Sir,

the decision to abolish the floor pries
was made by the Cabinet when I was
present. That took place before I went
to England.

Mr. Dahanayake: Was that put into
effect before you went away?

The Hon. Mr. Suntharalingam:
Put into effect in what way? Not to
affect the producer adversely, not to
contract his income. Instead of having
Government interference, we said,
““ Let the producer and the shipper
come-together, discuss it, work it out


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

1215 :1;;3};'::{;31'(”‘1'0:1 Bill
- [Hon. Mr. Suntharalingam. ]

and arrive at a price which they con-
sider a minimum fair price. ”’ What is
important is that the floor price has not
been altered by a cent [Interruption.]
Tt is one thing for me to consult the
people, and quite another for me to take
a responsible decision. It would have
been an undemocratic decision if T had
not taken this step. But here the two
parties get together and decide for
themselves, Does my hon. Friend
think that the producer is such a foolish
person as to walk into the trap of the
shippers. No, that is not so. When

these parfies are functioning together,

1 the producers have sufficient skill and
sufficient experience to know what is
their due. I may also say this.
Fortunately, at present a number of
| shippers are Céylonese

Mr. Dahanayake: Nevertheless they
are middlemen!

The Chairman: Order, please!

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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The Hon. Mr. Suntharalingam :
T am sorry the hon. Member does not
want to be convinced. There is none
so blind as those who will not see. .

Question, ‘“That the sum of
Rs. 205,768, for Head 116, Vote No. 1
be inserted in the Schedule . put, and
agreed to.

Head 116, Vote 1, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

It being 8 p.m., the Chairman left
the Chair to report Progress. :

Committee report Progress; te sit
again Tomorrow.

ADJOURNMENT

Resolved: ‘¢ That this House do now
adjourn.”’—[ Hon. Mr. Goonesinha.]

Adjourned accordingly af

8.0 p.m., until 10 aAm:. on

Thursday, August 12, 1948,

pursuant to the Resolution

of the House of August
6, 1948.
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Temail, H. S. (Puttalam) Senanayake, R. G. (Dambadeniya)
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