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THE

PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES

OFFICIAL: REPORT

IN THE SECOND SESSICN OF THE FIRST PARLIAMENT OF CEYLON

TWELFTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF

HIS MAJESTY KING GEORGE VI

VOLUME 4
SECOND VYOLUME OF SESSION 1948

1

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, 3rd August, 1948

at 10. a.m., MRz.
M. o AT CR,

The House met
SpEAKER [THE I-IQN-
MorLAMURE | in ‘the Chaur.

AFFIRMATION

Mr. H. W. Amarasuriya (Baddegama)
made and subscribed the Affirmation
required by law; and signed the Book at
the Table.

PAPERS PRESENTED

Regulation made under Section 3 of
the Passports Ordinance (Cap. 250.)
[Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayalke. ] g

Ordered to lie upon the Table.

Supplementary Estimate No. 16 of
1947-48. [Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake. ]

Ordered to lie upon the Table.

Rules made under Section 205 and 206
of the Urban Councils Ordinance, No. 61
of 1939. [Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike. |

Ordered to lie upon the Table.

List of Proposed Alterations in Details
in the Legend, &ec., of Sub-heads in the
Draft Estimates, 1948-49 (Second Print).

Ordered to lie upon the Table.

Supplementary Estimate No. 15 of
1947-48. [Hon. Mr. Jayewardene. |

Ordered to lie upon the Table.

Supplementary Estimate No. 14 of
1947-48. [Hon. Mr. Nugawela. ]

Ordered to lie upon the Table.
3——1J. N. 13491 (8/48)

2

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

Uniforms for Minor Employees of
Medical Department

1. Mr. S. A. Silva: Will the Hon.
Minister of Health and Local Govern-
ment state: (a) Whether he is aware
that only a section of the permanent
employees in the Medical Department
are supplied with uniforms? (b) If so,
whether he will take early steps %o
supply uniforms to all minor employees

of the Medical Department?

The Hon. Mr. S. W. R. D. Bandara-
naike (Minister of Health and Local
Government and Leader of the House) ¢
(@) Yes. All permanent male and
female attendants get uniforms at pre-
sent. In addition to them, labourers,
hospital orderlies, &c., in some of the
institutions get uniforms. '

(b) The Treasury has stated that the
question of issue of uniforms to all em-
ployees who are not in receipt of them,
should await improvement in the textile
position. The Treasury has been written
to recently as to whether the question
can now be reconsidered.

Mpr. S. A. Silva: Is the Hon. Minister
aware that only a section of the per-
manent employees get uniforms now?

The Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike: That is
what I have stdted in my Answer, and
I have given the reason why. I am
taking up the whole question with the
'lle%u'@

Mr. Wilmot A. Perera: Will the Hon. -
Minister consider the possibility of
utilizing handloom ecloth™ produced - in
Ceylon for the purposes of the hospitals?
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The Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike: The
handloom ecloth that is being produced
at the moment is not quite satisfactory
for this purpose. But as far as possible
I will go into the question of utilizing
the cloth that is produced for purposes
of uniforms.

Mr. Dahanayake: As some of the per-
manent employees are not being supplied
with uniforms, will the Minister consider
the feasibility of making money grants
in lieu of the uniforms which have not
been given?

Mr. Speaker: That is a new Question.

. The Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike: On the

principle of a fig leaf, I do not know
whether a five-rupee note can be tucked
round the waist.

Mr. Dahanayake: In what manner has
this diserimination been made as to who
should get uniforms and who should not?

The Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike: That is

the question I have answered. I said
that all minor employees, such as
attendants, are given uniforms, and

there are labourers and hospital order-
lies who are given in some of the insti-
tutions, but not in all. I am taking up
the matter regarding the whole lot of
them with the Treasury.

“ Viriya ”’ Building Units

2. Mr, Martensz: Will the Minister
of Finance state: () Whelhcr lhe Is
aware that 4 Ceylon Registered Com-
“pany has advertised its ability to supply.
cheaply, °‘ Viriya ® building units
which can be quickly erected? (b)
Whether he will consider the possibility
of . utilizing the wunits and services
offered by the Company concerned?

The Hon. Mr. J. R. Jayewardene
(Minister of Finance): This does not
come under my purview, and I suggest
that the hon. Member address the
Question to the Hon. Minister of
Transport and Works.

- APPROPRIATION BILL, 1948-29
‘Considered in Committee.
[Mr. SpeAKER in the Chair.]

- The Chairman: I wish to inform hon.
Members who have sent in Amend.
ments that two-thirds of the Amend-
ments sent in are out of Order. Most:

REPRESENTATIVES

—Committee 4

.of the Amendments sent in by the hon.

Member for Ruwanwella (Dr. Perera)
are out of Order. All the Amend-
ments of the hon. Member for Galle
are in Order.  For instance, an
Amendment like, ‘“ Vote 1 be 1'educe;d
by Rs. 5 in respect of Sub-head 1, is
out of Order; you must say which item
of Sub-head 1; because, if the Amend-
ment is passed that Rs. 5 be deducted,
from whom is the Government to

deduect it?

Dr. N. M. Perera (Ruwanwella):
The difficulty is

The Chairman: You must send in the
Amendment  correctly. Wherever a
sub-head is itemized, you must say
that the deduction should be from item
No. so-and-so. The hon. Member for
Galle, in every one of his Amendments,
has said, °° Sub-head so-and-so, item
‘ Director ° or ‘ Assistant Director ™ ',
or whatever it is. In moving a ecut,
you must indicate the item from which
that cut is to be made. You must
indicate to me and to the House the

item you want discussed.

Dr. Perera: The position is this.
You have already ruled that, without
an Amendment, it is not possible to
have a discussion on a sub-head. It
may be that we do not want particu-
larly to reduce the Director’s salary,
but to discuss the whole question of
Personal Emoluments. If you ifemize
the Director, then obviously it will be
his salary that will be discussed; here
I want to discuss the whole question of
the Personal Emoluments.

The Chairman: T -cannot allow if;
that is completely out of Order.

Dr. Perera: How else can you discuss
it? For instance, I want to discuss the
whole cadre, not merely one person;
the whole personnel, perhaps, is too
much.. How am I to discuss it?

The Chairman: You can do so under
the Head ‘‘ Minister.”

‘Dr. Perera: That will be a discussion
of policy, not the cadre of the Depart-
ment. You see the difficulty in which
hon. Members.are placed. That is the
difficulty particularly in my case.

il T T L
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The Chairman: The hon. Member
must also remember that the Com-
mittee stage is not meant for discussion
of policy; that is done at the Second
Reading Debate.

Dr. Perera: Therefore, we want to
discuss the. details. -

The Chairman: You can discuss only
an item,

Dr. Perera: That unnecessarily cir-
cumscribes the whole position. That is
the difficulty I am placed in in most
of these cases. I am not out really to
reduce these items by Rs. 5, but merely
to get information on the particular
items.

The Chairman: But the items must
be mentioned, that is my point. You
have mentioned the whole sub-head. I
cannot allow the whole sub-head to be
discussed. The hon. Member for Galle,
for instance, has mentioned the items.

Mr. W. Dahanayake (Galle): May I
humbly request you to. give the Mem-
bers of the Opposition your indulgence
in this matter and -allow us at this
stage to add the words, ' Item
so-and-so? ”’

The Chairman: I mentioned this last
year, too, and I allowed it last year.

Mr. Dahanayake: So many things
have happened between the last Budget
Debate and this that we are inclined to
forget many things,

Dr. Perera: But you are not ruling
these Amendments out of Order?

The Chairman: I have ruled them
out of Order. I cannot help it; I must
follow procedure.

Dr, Perera: Might I point this out to
you, that, so far as I am concerned, I
handed in my Amendments earlier than
the date mentioned, and if the Clerk
had informed me that these were not in
the proper form, I would have made
the necessary alterations.

The Chairman: I could not look
into all the Amendments before they
were printed.

Dr. Perera: If at least one or two
Amendments had been indicated, I
could have corrected them.

3 AUGUST 1948

—Commuttee 5}

The Chairman: The date for sending
in the Amendments had passed by then.

Dr. Perera: In the circumstances, I
suggest that a certain amount of latitude
should be allowed. .

The Chairman: Wherever there is any
difficulty of that nature, I will allow it,
but I cannot allow it in every case.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake
(Prime Minister): Shall we go on, Sir?

The Hon. Sir John Kotelawala (Min-
ister of Transport and Works) : This is
a waste of time, Shall we go on?  °

Dr. Perera: Where the purpose is to
move a cutb in the salary of a particular
individual, I ean understand mentioning
it specifically, but where the purpose is
merely to get information

The Chairman: I will allow it where
the intention is to cut the salary of any
particular individual, but where the
object is to discuss the whole sub-head,
I will not allow it.

Dr. Perera: Merely to get information.

The Chairman: You may ask a ques-
tion to get information, but it is quite
impossible to allow a discussion.

Mr. Dahanayake: Will you please
permit those Members who wish to have
those words inserted, to do so now?

The Chairman: If you wish to discuss
a particular item and mention it, I will
allow it, but noti the whole of the
Personal Emoluments. All the Amend-
ments of the hon. Member for
Chavakachcheri (Mr. Kumaraswamy)
are also out of Order; not a single
Amedment of his is in Order. :

Clause 1 agreed to, and ordered to
stand part of the Bill. :

Clauses 2-and 3 ordered to be post-
poned till after the consideration of the
Schedule,

First Schedule.
Head 1.—His Excellency the
Governor-General
Vote 1.—Salaries and Expenses of the
Establishment and Office of His

Excellency the Governor-General,
Bs. 447,831.

The Chairman: The Amendment of
the Hon. Member for Dehiowita (Mr.
A. Reginald Perera) is in Order, his
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[The Chairman. | ; | _
Amendment on Sub-head 2. If there is
any Amendment which hon. Members
wish to mention under Sub-head 1

Dr. Perera: Might I point out the
difficulty I have? In this particular
case my Amendment was given notice
of with the purpose of drawing the
attention of the Government to what I
consider to be excessive expenditure
on the whole of this particular Head—
His Excellency the Governor-General.

The Chairman: You can do it on one
individual item.

Dr. Perera: One individual item will
not permit it. I cannot very well move
a cut 1n the salary of the Private Secre-
tary or someone like that and then
diseuss the whole vote. For instance,
the whole amount in respect of Personal
Emoluments, 1 consider excessive.

The Chairman: Not the whole amount
of Personal Emoluments, the whole
amount of staff.

Dr. Perera: That is what T mean.

The Chairman: You cannot discuss the
amount of Personal Emoluments at all.
It is out of Order; it is provided by
Special Law.

Dr. Perera: Except His Excellency’s
vote, I want to discuss the rest. I
- want to say that it is too much. If
- I move a cut in the Private Secretary’s
- salary— -

- The Chairman: The hon. Member
| could have pointed that out on a parti-
cular item. He could have said a
particular item was too much; for

example, that the provision for the
Private Secretary, or the A.D.C., or
the Sinhalese Interpreter was too
- much.

*  Dr. Perera: That is my difficulty. I
- Want to draw the attention of the
- Government to the fact that we are
- Paying too much for this establishment,
that the provision for the Governor.
general’s staff is too much.

~The Chairman: You cannot do it.
You must say what is necessary, and

what g unnecessary. The  hon.
Member must mention what 1S un-
Decessary from his point of view

and move itg elimination.

REPRESENTATIVES

—Clommttee S

10.15 a.Mm,

Dr. Perera: Will you permit me to
say this? It may be possible for me
to itemize in one ingtance, but surely
it is much more feasible and sensible
to put before the Government—

The Chairman: The hon. Member
cannot do that in Committee. He 1s
only entitled to object to any items that
are in the Budget.

Dr. Perera: But the House is voting
on Heads.

The Chairman: By Votes. Well, take
a Vote. The hon. Member can ask for
the rejection of any item» under that
Vote .

Dr. Perera: It will make it absolutely
impossible for us to continue this Debate
if that is your Ruling.

The Chairman: No.

Dr. Perera: I am now precluded from
discussing the whole question of the staff
of the Governor-General.

The Chairman: If the hon. Member
had moved an Amendment like this,
" That the Vote be reduced by Rs. 10 .
in respect of sub-head 1, item ‘Private
Secretary 7, T would have allowed the
hon. Member to discuss the staff of the
Governor-General. '

Dr, Perera: On the whole question?

The Chairman: Yes. If the cut does
take place, Government has got to de-
duct Rs. 5 from the salary of the Private
Secretary. If the Amendment is pass-
ed as it is, how is the Government going
to act? From whom is the Government
going to deduct the sum: of Rs. 57?

Dr. Perera: On the whole of the sub-
head.

The Chairman:
whom ?

And take it from

Dr. Perera: My aim is not so much
to make a deduction in the salary of
the Private Secretary. It is only to
show a lack of confidence in the Govern-
ment, and if the Motion is accepted,
they will have to resign.

The Chairman: The hon. Member is
completely mistaken.

Dr. Perera: That is the basis on which
weproceed.
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~ The Chairman: Not in the case of
an item. If you turn down the whole
of the Budget, it is different. 1 think
the hon. Member is completely
mistaken. :

" Dr. Perera: That was the impression
on which I worked. There was no
question—

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
No.

The Chairman: Does the hon. Mem-
ber mean to say that, if a snap vote is
taken on a little item, the Government
has got to resign?

Dr. Perera: Not a snap vote.
The Chairman: Whatever it is.

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: Join our
study ecirele.

Dr. Perera: I thought that, if I had
to move a cut in the salary of the
Private Secretary, I would have to
confine myself to that question only.

The Chairman: If the hon. Member
asked me permission to talk about the
whole staff, ‘I would certainly have
allowed it.

Dr. Perera: If T had known it, I would
have made the Amendment in that
form.

The Chairman: The hon. Member is
an old Parliamentarian and can under-
stand procedure better than the new

Members.

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: The hon.
Member is writing a book.

The Chairman: I am not following
any new procedurt. I am following the
procedure of the House of Commons.

Dr. Perera: This procedure was not
adopted last year.

The Chairman: I said that I would
be allowing indulgence in this matter.
Last year I was new to the work, and
so was the hon. Member. Last year 1
sald that I would not allow the proce-

dure adopted then to be followed this,

Yyear.

3 AUGUST 1948

—(Committee g 10

Dr. Perera: I do not remember that
last time we had such Amendments. If
you rule our Amendments out of Order,
you will practically preclude all
discussion. .

The Chairman: May I ask how it is
that certain hon. Members sent in their
Amendments correctly?

Dr. Perera: They are itemizing them
for a particular purpose.

The Chairman: Merely for the pur-
pose of discussing that particular Head.

Dr. Perera: Honestly, I am not

trying to get—

The Chairman: The hon. Member
must understand the difficulty in which
I am placed and the Government is
placed if the cut of Rs. 5 is accepted
without any definite indication as to the
item to be reduced. :

Mr. N. H. Keerthiratne (Kegalla):
I rise to a point of/ Order. There is
only 10 minutes more for the discussion
of the Head to end.

The Chairman: Order, please.

Dr. Perera: I would beg of you ab
least to grant us indulgence in this
matter.

The Chairman: If the hon. Member
wishes to discuss any particular item
and to move a cut, I think it will be
allowed as an indulgence.

Dr. Perera: If you will permit me,
I want to present a case that the amount
is too much under this Head.

Mr. Dahanayake: May I suggest a
way out to the hon. Member, with your
permission? The hon. Member can
move a cut under the item ° Private
Secretary, ' and thereupon proceed to
discuss the entire question of Personal
Emoluments. If this Motion is passed,
there will be a cut in the salary of the
Private Secretary, so that the hon.
Member’s purpose will be served. The
hon. Member will be in a position to
discuss the whole subject.

The Chairman: That is exactly what
I said. If any hon. Member will in-
dicate any particular item, and if I con-
sider that a discussion can be allowed,
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[The Chairman. ]
I will allow it. But Amendments are
in my keeping. I can rule out all the
Amendments I referred to, all these
Amendments which are not in keeping
~ with procedure. But I am going to
allow a certain amount of indulgence.
If an hon. Member mentions any parti-
cular item and if T think an Amendment
can be allowed, I will allow it.

The hon. Member for Chavakachcheri
has the first Amendment to move.

Mr. V. Kumaraswamy (Chavakach-
cheri): I do not want to argue with
you, Mr. Speaker.

The Chairman: Here, again, 1 wish
to point out that the Amendment of
the hon. Member for Chavachcheri is to
reduce the vofe~by Rs. 5 in respect of
sub-head 1. All the Amendments of
the hon. Member for Ruwanwella are
covered by that.

Dr. Perera: Any one Amendment is
enough. :

The Chairman: I am not going to
put the Amendment of the hon. Member
for Ruwanwella after that of the hon.
Member for Chavakachcheri.

Mr. Kumaraswamy: I have only two
~ questions to ask.

The Chairman: Will the hon. Mem-
ber move his Amendment under sub-
head 1 and mention some item?

Mr.
General.

The Chairman: The hon. Member
cannot do that. It is against the law.

Kumaraswamy : Governor-

Mr. Kumaraswamy: Then, let it be
‘ Private Secretary. ’

Mr. Dahanayake: The House ean
now proceed to a discussion.

Mr. Kumaraswamy: I mové, ““ That
the Vote be reduced by Rs. 5 in respect
of sub-head 1, - iftem ¢ Private

=

Secretary .

My object in moving this cut is to
have two questions answered by the
Government, namely, what the length
of service of the present Governor-
General is—

The Chairman: I have told the House
that it cannot diseuss the Governor-
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General except on a substantive Motion.
The hon. Member cannot discuss the
salary at all because if is provided by
special law. ;

- Mr. Kumaraswamy: Can I put it this
way then? When can a Ceylonese
gentleman become Governor-General?

The Hon. Mr. A. E. Goonesinha
(Minister without Portfolio) : When he
is appointed.

The Chairman: From whom is the

hon. Member asking the question?

The Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike: The Min-
ister of Finance?

Mr. Kumaraswamy: No, the Prime
Minister.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
When he is appointed by the King, on
recommendation of the Prime
Minister.

Dr. Perera: May 1 speak on that
Amendment?

The Chairman: Yes.

Dr. Perera; The position I would like
to place before the House is this. If

hon. Members will look at the Vote .

under this Head, they will- find that,

while the actual expenditure in 1946-47

was very nearly Rs. 400,000—last year’s
estimate was well over Rs. 500,000—
this year’s estimate is Rs. 447,831.

Well, with the so-called Independence
that we got, apparently His Excellency
the Governor-General is now only a
ceremonial Head and he has very few
duties to perform, nothing compared to
the responsibilities that he had in the
sense of executive responsibility—travel-
ling about the country to satisfy himself
as to the working of the Government,
and so on. These obligations are no
longer there. Could we not, therefore
seriously retrench on thig item of His
Excellency  the  Governor-General’s
expenditure and bring it down to much
more reasonable proportions?

May I remind the Government that,
when Treland got her Independence after
t.he' famous Act of 1922, if T remember
right, the first thing she did was to re-
duce substantially the emoluments of
the: . Governor-General “whom  ghe

o' o I L
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appointed. A local man was appointed,
and I think the expenditure under the
Head of Governor-General was reduced
to very nearly one-third of the previous
amount, or less. ‘

The Chairman; Again, the hon. Mem-
ber is discussing the Governor-General's
salary.

Dr. Perera: No. I am not talking
-~ about the Governor-General whom we
will have to appoint, whether we like it
or not. I am talking of his other expen-
‘ses, his travelling vote, the number of
officers we provide for him. I am con-
sidering the question of the total
expenses. I am not suggesting for a
moment that we ean alter the salary un-
less we decide to have a local person as
Governor-General. Until then perhaps
we are not in a position to touch this
salary seale, but I am talking of the
other expenses.

The Chairman: Rs. 327,8317

Dr. Perera: Yes. I wish to know
whether it is not possible, in the light of
the new situation, seriously to curtail the
expenses that are being incurred under
this Head. That is the position I want
to place before this House.

Mr. Dahanayake: I want to direct
the attention of the Government to the
salary which is given to the Secretary of
the Governor-General’s office. It will be
seen that the Governor-General, besides
having a personal staff of his own, has
also what is called the Governor-Gene-
ral’s Office for the purpose of carrying
out statutory obligations.

Under the Head ° Office ' the Secre-
tary has under him eight clerks and an
Office Assistant. That is apparently a
. very small office, and one imagines from
the number of clerical hands in the office
that work is mnot wvery voluminous.
Nevertheless, one finds that the Secre-
tary is given a salary scale which is the
game as that given to a Permanent
Secretary.

Before the Cabinet decided upon the
salary scale of a Permanent Secretary,
the highest salary that a member of the
Civil Service in Ceylon drew was £1,750.
With the creation of the post of Perma-
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nent Secretary, a super grade was creat-
ed in the Civil Service. We, on this
side of the House, consider that there
was no reason for the creation of that
guper grade. . :

Now, to make matters worse the
salary that is offered to a Permanent
Secretary is being offered to the Secre-
tary of a small, potty office like the
Governor-General’s  Office. Vnp  what °
standard of judgment do you base your
salary scale? Is it on the woiume of -
work that has to be performed? If so,
the volume of work in the Governor-
General’s Office, after the inauguration
of the new Constitution, has become less
and less. Or is the salary based on the
responsibilities that the personnel in
that Office have got to shoulder?
Again, after the inauguration of the new
Copstitution, the responsibilities of the
Governor-General have dwindled down.
Therefore, we see no reason why there
should be a super grade man at this
office: 1 personally feel that a member

' of the Executive Clerical Service can -

very well function as Secretary of the
Governor-General’s Office. If the Gov-
ernment is unable to say why a super
grade man is needed for this post, the
only reason can be that sentiment has
moved them to put a super man in the
Office of the Governor-General. We do
not want sentiment to play ducks and
drakes with the taxpayer’s money. We
demand that the expenditure on the
Governor-General’s Office should be re-
duced by the ubstitution of an officer
from the Executive Clerical Service as
Secretary.

The Chairman: Any other remarks on
that point.

The Hon. Mp,

Jayewardene: Tt ig
10.30 A.M. now. :

Dr, Perera: 1t does not matter.

The Chairman: Any further remarks?

Mr, I. M, R. A. Iriyagolla (Danda-
gamuwa): I find that there is a Chief -
Sinhalese Interpreter in the Governor-
General's Office.

The Chairman;
post.

There is no such

U4k
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The Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike: It is
deleted. TLook at your copy of the
Egstimates. i
Mr. V. T. Nanayakkara (Matale):
On the question of the furniture of the
Governor-General

The Chairman: We have not come to
that. We are still on sub-head 1.

10.30 A

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
I shall try to be as brief as possible.
The question of the salary of the Secve-
tary to the Governor-General was corn-
sidered last year when considering
salaries to be paid to Permanent Secre-
~taries, and it was decided by this House
that the Secretary to the Governor-
General should be paid the same salary
as that paid to a Permanent Secretary.

Mr. Dahanayake: Why?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
That was the decislion of this House.

Hon, Members: No! No!

~ The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
That was the decision arrived at in the
course of the last Budget Debate, and
even if hon. Membeis opposite are nof
gatisfied with that decision, I do no$
think it necessary for me to make any
- further explanation now.

With regard to the duties of the
Governor-General, although there may
be an impression that there is no respon-
sibility attached to the office now, 1
must point out that there is a certain
amount of responsibility attached to the
office. The Governor-Genaral is the re-
presentative of the King, and as such
all Cabinet papers and papers relating
to various other matters have to be sent
to him. He has a great deal of work,
although most of the responsibility is
ours. We have, however, been able
to reduce expenditure on the staff by
Rs. 33,000, and that is all that can be
done. :

Mr. Dahanayake: As a matter of
fact, the number of clerks has been
reduced from 10 to 7,
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The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:

Yes.
Mr. Dahanayake: But the man at

the top gets a super salary for doing
nothing.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
All depends on the quality of the work,

The Chairman: Do you press your
Amendment?

Mr. Kumaraswamy: Yes.

Question put, ‘‘ That the Vote be
reduced by Rs. 5 in respect of sub-head

1, item ° Private Secretary = .

The Committee divided (under Stand-
ing Order 48): Ayes, 22; Noes 38.

Sub-head 2.—Travelling, Rs. 20,000.

Mr. A. Reginald Perera (Dehiowita):
I move, *° That the Vote be reduced by
Rs. 10 in respect of sub-head 2.”

You will observe, Mr. Chairman, that

a sum of Rs. 20,000 has been set apart.

for travelling expenses of the Governor-
General. You will agree with me when
I say that our having to vote a large
sum of money as travelling expenses
of the Governor-General,

cellency the Governor had to go or did go
round this country in ceremony to
various towns. That naturally involved
the country not only in a certain amount
of unnecessary expenditure, but also in
large sums of money being spent on the
travelling of the Governor. Today it
must be conceded that the entire status
of the Governor has changed. Respon-
sibilities may have increased from the
the point of view of the Government,
but he is really at best today a liaison
officer between this Government and the
Imperial Government.

The Hon. Mr, Jayewardene: That is

not correct.

Mr._ A. Reginald Perera: We do not
see him travelling as often as he did in
the past under the old Constitution. I,
therefore, move a reduction in the Vote.

Mr. K. Kanagaratnam (Vaddukkod-
dai):  May I know from the Hon. Min-
1ster of Finance the amount so far

is really a
legacy we have inherinted from the past.
We are aware of the time when His Ex-

Al
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charged to this vote during the current
financial year, because, so far as I am
aware, he has not visited any part of the
country.

The Hon, Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
My good FKriend, the former acting
Auditor-General, would know that the
travelling expenses of the staff of the
Governor-General to the different resi-
dences, which number three; is met from
this vote. The Governor-General has
- yesidences at Colombo, Kandy and
Nuwara Hliya, and the cost of transfer-
ring his staff to these various places is
~met from this vote.

Apart from that, it is pretty well
known that there is a desire on the part
of the general public to invite the
Governor-General to functions, and that
he invariably attends these functions.
The amount charged to this vote is the
actual expenditure.. The current year is
not over yet, and we do not know what
the actual expenditure will be.

Mr. Kanagaratnam: What was it up
to the end of last month?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
I cannot give the exact figures, but cer-
tainly the amount has almost been
expended.

Mr. Dahanayake: In the olden days
it was the duty of the Governor to visit
the provincial capitals and find out for
himself the grievances of the people.
Today nobody will ever dream of addres-
sing grievances to the Governor-General.
So that today, if the Governor-General
goes about at all, he must be pienicking.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
No.

Mr. Dahanayake: He has no duties to
perform. For instance, I ask of what
use is a visit of the Governor-General
to the people of Galle?

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: You can
garland him.

Mr. Dahanayake: We do not want
him at Galle, unless he can come there
for us to see him without any expendi-
ture to the taxpayer. Things that are
done by the Governor-General should be
those that bring some profit to the
people. You must not throw away your
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money on picnic parties and holiday
jaunts. Therefore, because the duties
of the Governor-General have decreased
it is very necessary that his travelling,
too, should be cut down.

On the other side, we find the travel-
ling votes of the Hon. Ministers,
including the Hon. Prime Minister, being
increased.

The Chairman: You can raise that
point at the proper time.

Mr. Dahanayake: I am only saying
that, by way of contrast, to add point to
my argument, because the work which
the Governor did by visiting various cen-
tres and finding out grievances is today
being done by the Ministers. There-
fore, there is great reason why this tra-
velling vote should be drastically
reduced.

The Chairman: Is the hon. Member
pressing his Amendment?

Mr. A. Reginald Perera: Yes.

Question, ‘‘ That the vote be reduced
by Rs. 10 in respect of sub-head 2 g
put, and negatived.

Sub-head 5.—Purchase and upkeep of
furniture, equipment, dc.,
Rs. 25,000.

Mr. Wilmot A. Perera (Matugama‘):
I move, ‘“ That the vote be reduced by
Rs. 15,000 in respect of sub-head 5.

T feel that the provision of Rs. 25,000
for furniture and equipment for the
Governor-General’s residence is exces-
sive, particularly when you take into con- -
sideration the fact that in the previous
two years also we have provided almost
similar amounts. One can understand
an amount such as this being budgeted
for once in three or four years, but to
spend such a sum of money every year
on furniture is, apart from everything
else, morally wrong.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
The fact that the same amount is pro-
vided every year ought to show hon.
Members that that amount is necessary
to maintain the furniture, as the same
furniture is there every year. This is
an amount that has to be spent. It is
not an amount which the Governor-
General gets. The furniture . is
maintained by the Stores Department.
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Mr. Wilmot A, Perera: You do not
spend Rs. - 2,000 a month on
maintenance.

Mr. Dahanayake: The correct posi-
tion is that, prior to 1946-47, the amount
_voted for the purchase and upkeep of
furniture was Rs. 15,000. In 1947-48
the vote was increased to Rs. 25,000,
and when hon. Members on this side of
the House asked the Government why
there was that increase, the reply given
was that it was necessary to refit and
equip Queen’s House for  the
Independence celebrations.

- The Hon, Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
No. .

Mr. Dahanayake: An extra amount
was needed, because a number of dis-
tinguished wvisitors were coming for the
Independence celebrations and it was
necessary thoroughly to repair and re-
equip Queen’s House. 1 ask whether
the extravagance, the squandermania, of
your Independence week is going to be
. repeated year after yeéar and you are
~ going to spend Rs. 25,000 every year.
- The Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike:
Anniversary celebrations.

- Mr. Dahanayake: How many new
items of furniture did you buy in the
past year, and how much repair work
- was done? How many old pieces of fur-

niture were cast away? It is not a joke
- for this House to be passing Rs. 25,000
~ each year for furniture, when lives and
- souls are being lost because the Govern-
- ment takes no note of the unemployment
~ prevailing in the country.

May I point out that in other cases,
as you are aware, people take a great
- delight in having in their homes old
pieces of furniture? For insbance,
~ Sir, in your old Walauwa at Balangoda,
you would not sacrifice an old bit of
furniture for ten new pieces of furniture.
But there is topsy-turvydom in Queen’s
House. New furniture is obtained every
year. What Thappens to the old
furniture? Who is doing the vanishing
trick there? Ts the Government taking
the trouble to probe into the matter?

I have one other weightier point to
raise. 1 have made private inquiries
and find that, whenever new items of
furniture are purchased for Queen’s

REPRESENTATIVES

—Clommittee 20

House, those bits of furniture come from
private furniture shops. I warned the
Government last year that they should
cease patronizing private furniture shops
and should, instead, go to the Govern-
ment furniture workshops where excel-
lent bits of furniture are turned out. I
want a guarantee from the Government
to the effect that whatever money is
spent out of this vote for new furniture
will be expended on furniture that
will come from Government furniture

workshops.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
This vote is not usually used for the
purpose of buying new furniture. Ib
may be necessary to repair some broken
furniture or to purchase cutlery or linen,
and so on, for the three residences of
the Governor-General. It is true that
the vote was Rs. 15,000 some years
ago, but at that time a labourer was
paid one-third what he is paid today.

Dr. Perera: What is the difference
in pay of a labourer between 1946 and

today?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
He is paid very much more.

Mr. Dahanayake: No.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
In-1946, Rs. 24,000 was actually spent.
So there is very little difference. .'

Mr. 8. A. Silva (Agalawatta): The
argument adduced by the Minister of
Finance last year was that there was
an increase of Rs. 10,000 for purchase
of furnifure, because of the Indepen-
dence celebrations and that distinguished
visitors had to be entertained. There-
fore, I cannot understand why the same
amount is to be voted this year. We
are not going to have another
celebration.

The Chairman: Do you
Amendment? g

Mpr. Wilmot KA. Perera: Yes.

Question put, * That the Vote be
reduced by Rs. 15,000 i
sub-head 5 ’’. In respect of

The Chairman, having collected the
;%f:‘uces, declared that the ‘ Noes *’ had
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Dr. Perera: Divide!

The Chairman: Surely, you are not
going to call a Division on everyone of
these items. It is possible to find out
the majority from the voices.

Dr. Perera: It is necessary to have
a record in regard to certain matters.

The Committee divided (under
Standing Order 48): Ayes, 24; Noes,
40

Sub-head 7.—Labour and upkeep of
gardens of Governor-General’s
residences, Rs. 24,750.

10.45 A.m.

Mr. A. Reginald Perera: I move,
““ That the Vote be reduced by Rs. 10

in respect of sub-head 7.”

I would like +to state that
only Rs. 8825 has been set
aside for gardens, out of the sum

of Rs. 24,750 asked for. It is not that
we are not alive to some of the necessi-
ties, as the Hon. Minister of Transport
and Works mentioned under Sub-head
5, when he spoke of necessities such as
curtains, draperies, bath room require-
‘ments, and so on; but this expenditure
must be related to the problems of this
country. How can we go on passing
votes like this?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
If there is anything that is related to
the problems of this counfry, it is this
~ expenditure which is to give work to
labourers. If you cannot give them
extra pay and do not want to increase
the wages that they draw, then you
may object to this vote.

Mr. Dahanayake: If that is the posi-
tion, those labourers who are being em-
ployed by you in the Queen’s House
gardens, year after year, should be
made permanent and their salaries
should be included in the details of this
sub-head. You say you want Rs. 24,750
for the upkeep of the gardens. But we
assume that your labourers are casual
labourers.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:

Why?
Mr. Dahanayake: If they are not-
casual labourers, their designation

should appear in the Istimates, be-
cause you have included provision for
three gardeners.
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The Hon, Mr. D. S. Senanayake:

I do not know whether it is quite in

Order for hon. Members to deal with®

this question of making people per-
manent on a discussion on this cub
that has been moved.

Mr. Dahanayake: That is not my
main question. The Hon. Prime Min-
ister ought to remember that I men-
tioned this fact in order to add force
to my argument. But that is not my
main question. If the Hon. Prime
Minister says that this sum of Rs. 24,750
is being utilized for the wages of labour-

ers, then we are entitled to know how .

many labourers are employed, what
their wages are, and how long they
have been employed. We would also
like to know how many labourers the
Government proposes to employ in the
future. Thereafter will arise the ques-
tion why they should not be put on
the permanent cadre.

Mr. Iriyagolla: T do not object to the
labourers being paid a higher wage, but
their wages- must be paid by the
Governor.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
Then we need not come to the House
for getting this vote passed.

Question, ‘° That the Vote be reduced
by Rs. 10 in respect of Sub-head 7,
put, and negatived.

Question, ‘“ That the sum of
Rs. 527,831 for Head 1, Vote No. 1,
be inserted in the Schedule,’”” put, and
agreed to. '

Head 1, Vote 1, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

Head 2.——-Primé Minister.

Vote No. 1.—Salaries and Expenses of
the Establishment and office of
the Prime Minister, Rs. 145,907.

Sub-head 1.—Personal

Rs. 82,482.
Dr. Perera: I move, ‘“ That the Vote

be reduced by Rs. 10 in respect of sub-
head 1.”

I presume the Amendment is in
Order. Can I add the words *‘ item
‘Prime Minister’ *’?

Emoluments,

~ The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: There
1s an Amendment appearing in the
name of the hon. Member for Maske-
liya. Can any hon. Member moye

be
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[ Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala. |
another hon. Member’'s Amendment?
The hon. Member for Maskeliya, who
has to move his Amendment, is not
here. He has not given authority to
anyone else to move that Amendment.

The Chairman: The hon. Member for
Ruwanwella has given « notice of a
similar Amendment. The Question is
that Sub-head 1 be reduced by Rs. 10
n  respect of the item, “° Prime
Minister.”’

Dr. Perera: My main reason for
moving this’Amendment is to draw the
attention of the House to the question of
the Pioneers who are in Malaya. This
House has more than once—I think at
least some of us—have indicated quite
clearly that we would like the position
completely changed; that we would like
to see our own nationals back again in
‘Ceylon and not used as instruments of
the Imperialist Regime in Singapore.
That has been the position taken up by
hon. Members of this House. But, I
am afraid, the Hon. Prime Minister has
not made any effort to see that that
position is changed. I have, in my
possession, a large number of letters
which have been sent to me by various
members of the Pioneer Corps, express-
ing great dissatisfaction at the way in
which things are going on in Singapore.
A number of young men have been court
martialled. I am still trying to get at
the facts as to whether they had a fair
trial or not, and I think there are now
seven or eight of them who have been
sentenced to various terms of imprison-
ment—about four years and similar
periods.

I would like the Hon. Prime Minister
to make a statement in this House as
to whether a fair trial was given to those
individuals who have been sentenced to
four years rigorous imprisonment in a
distant land. I should like to know
whether lawyers appeared on their
behalf and placed the cases of these men
before the Judges. So far, from the
letters T have received, there is no indi-
cation that these people were defended.
There has been a general complaint that

the trials have been unfairly held, and
that the accused have not been given a
fair chance of placing their cases before
the Magistrates. All the indications are
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that the Pioneer Corps in Malaya is not
very happy with the conditions prevail-
ing there. 1 have seen photographs of
the conditions in which these people live.
There is no place, apparently, for them
to take their meals. They hang about,
carrying their plates for their meals.
There is no accommodation for these
people, and, generally, conditions are
thoroughly unsatisfactory and unsuit-
able. The Hon. Prime Minister had a
chance, when those supposed disturb-
ances took place, to send some civilians
who would have had really the welfare of
those Ceylonese at heart. Instead of
doing that, he chose to send an Army
Officer and a fairly agced Bhikkhu to do
this task. A Bhikkhu is very useful for
ministering. i e

Mr. Dahanayake: To the souls of the
Hon. Ministers.

Dr. Perera: to the souls of
the members of the Pioneer Corps,
but, apparently, what is worrying them
at the present moment are the
conditions in this world and not the
conditions in the world to be. 1 would,
therefore, urge upon the Hon. Prime
Minister the necessity, immediately, of
sending two or three disinterested men
to submit a full report on the conditions
of work and the conditions under which
the members of the Pioneer Corps are
living in regard to their wages, and so on.
We have had no assurance* from the
Hon. Prime Minister that the members
of the Pioneer Corps are not being paid
less than what the other workers in
Malaya are paid. T have letters with
me which indicate that a good number
of Pioneers went with the hope of being
able to save some money and send it to
their families here in Ceylon. In point
of fact, the letters T have seen indicate
that these men find it very difficult to
make ends meet with the amount of pay
they receive. The cost of living is
apparently very high there. They have
to spend a couple of rupees, T find, even
for a hair cut. Such are the conditions
under which they are working. Those
are the statements made by members of
the Pioneer Corps.

I do not know whether the Hon. Prime
Minister has got other information, but
we are thoroughly perturbed by the infor-
mation we have received. It the Hon.
Primie" . Minister has no information
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we would like him to send disinterested
parties, say, two or three gentlemen

~ from Ceylon, to make a full and compre-

hensive survey of the position and set
some of our misgivings at rest. A
mother of one of these young men came
to me only yesterday with a complaint.
As a matter of fact, daily I get visits
from the parents and wives of these
young men who have been sent across
under various pretexts. I would ask the
Hon. Prime Minister, therefore, to con-
sider the representations made by hon.
Members of this House and to set about
this matter without further delay. If he
is unable or unwilling to recall these men
immediately, will he, at least, get a full
statement of the position in Malaya on
the conditions of living of the members
of the Pioneer Corps?

Mr. P. G. B. Keuneman: (Third
Colombo Certtral): On the remarks
made by the hon. Member for Ruwan-
wella, I should like to know whether
it is possible to take up the general
question of Defence and External Affairs
under this Vote.

The Chairman: I will allow it. What
does the hon. Member mean by general
remarks ? Any question put should be
relative to the Estimates.

Mr. Keuneman: Yes, they would refer
to the Hon. Prime Minister’s salary.

The Chairman: A question which is
asked now cannot be asked later under
the item ‘‘Defence.’”’

Mr. Keuneman: My question is really
more appropriate under the item “'De-
fence 7 except that I would like to
mention it under the Ministerial Vote.

The Chairman: Yes, you may do so,
provided you do not discuss that
question again.

Mr. Keuneman: It is really a ques-
tion with regard to Defence and
External Affairs.

The Chairman: Then the hon. Member
can wait until that itemy ig taken up.
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Mr. Wilmot A, Perera: May I ask the
Hon. Prime Minister what the position
is with regard to the Pioneers who were
convicted? Are they to be brought to
Ceylon? 1 mentioned a particular case
to the Hon, Prime Minister. There is
some impression that these people will
be brought to Ceylon. May I ask the
Hon.* Prime Minister what is being
done? . |

Mr., S, J. V. Chelvanayakam (Kan-
kesanturai): May I also ask the Hon.
Prime Minister to place before ,this
House the Report of the two Commis-
sioners who were sent to Malaya to

enquire into the disturbances there?

Myr. Dahanayake: On the same ques-
tion, I remember the Hon. Prime
Minister telling the House tha% neither
he nor the Cabinet was in any way
concerned with the recruitment of the
men of the Pioneer Corps. He told us,
in fact, that the men made their choice
and that a certain recruiting agency was
allowed to recruit the men in 'this
country. He stated that the men went
of their own free will. That was the
explanation given by the Hon. Prime
Minister. 1 say that that explanation
cannot be accepted by a responsible
House. We cannot permit a recruiting
agent to make recruitments in this
country. If we do allow such reeruit-
ment, the Hon. Prime Minister will be
tacitly admitting that there is another
empire within his empire, an imperium
in 1mperio. He is supposed to be the
Prime Minister of this Government and
the big man of this land. But he shuts
his eyes to an Imperial Agent operating
here for the purpose of recruiting our
young men for what may be an undesir-
able purpose. What are his functions,
Mr. Chairman, as Minister of External
Affairs and as Prime Minister? His
functions are to look after all activities
that take place in this country.

11.0 A

If recruiting takes place here by an
outside agency, we say that he is res-
ponsible as Prime Minister. Thereafter
we argue that, if he had shut his eyes:
at the early stages of this recruitment,
it was up to him then at least to have
followed these young men to their new
homeg- and to see that they were well
looked after.
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[ Mr. Dahanayake. |
The first Debate on this question took
place about last November, and since
then no statement has been made to
this House or to the country from any
authoritative source, to allay the fears
that have arisen in the minds of the
people of this country, especially in the
minds of the parents of those who were
sent out to Malaya #®hd to other
countries.

We demand on this occasion a full
statement of how these young men are
getting on, what wages they draw, what
type of work they are made to do, and
by what means and methods they are
being punished. It is not enough for
the Hon. Prime Minister to be satisfied
with sending an aged Bhikkhu who,
according to his calling, will not make
any very severe strictures on happenings
in Malaya. What we ask for is that,
even at this stage, an independent
Commission not attached to the Gov-
ernment should be sent to Malaya to
inquire into the conditions of these
Pioneers and to report to the Govern-
ment immediately thereon.

Mr. J. C. T. Kotalawela (Second
- Badulla): May I be permitted under
this Head to address a question to the

Hon. Prime Minister relating to
workers: employed by the British
Admiralty? _

The Hon. Sir J, Kotelawala: Where?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
That will come under External Affairs.

Mr, J. C. T. Kotalawela: Tt will come
under the Head, ‘° Prime Minister. ”’

The Chairman: The hon. Member
- might raise that question under the
Vote, ° Defence and External Affairs. >’

Mr. 8. Sivapalan (Trincomalee):
Sir, some time back cerfain representa-
tions were made by those men who were
in the Ceylon Garrison Artillery and in
the Royal Artillery.

.Th-e Chairman: The hon. Member
might raise that matter when the
Defence Vote is reached.

Mr. S, A, Silya: Might T be permitted
“to ask a question under entertainment
allowance?
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The Chairman: We have not come to

that sub-head as yet. 1 am very sorry,
but why did the hon. Member not give

notice of it?

Mr. S. A. Silva: Can I not ask a
question under the item, *° Personal
Emoluments? sk

The Chairman: Entertainment ajlow-
ance is quite a different subject.

Dr. Perera: 1t is the same allow-a.nce——_ -

Personal Emoluments allowance.

The Chairman: Very well.

Me. S. A. Silva: When we discussed

this question of entertainment allow-
ance the last time, the Hon. Prime
Minister made us understand that he
would be charging to this Vote the actual
amount expended. And when ib
was asked why an explanatory note %o
that effect was not made, the Hon.

Minister of Finance confessed that it

was his mistake, and the Hon. Prime

Minister also said that he was sorry

that it had not been done. But even
i these Estimates

explanatory note has been made.

I find that no

The Chairman: Under the last Esti-

mates regarding entertainment,
expenses were met by Government.

Mr. S. A. Silva: But with regard to
Hon.
made us understand

this particular allowance, the
Prime Minister
that he would be charging the actual
amount spent on travelling done, and
80 on.
whether it is so or not. I should like
to know how much was spent out of

this item up to date?

The Hon. Mpr, D. S. Sena.nayaké:

With regard to these Pioneers, I might
inform my hon. Friends of the attitude
that has been adopted by the Govern-
ment so far. Those hon. Members who
spoke about these Pioneers feel that the
men in Ceylon must be free to go to any
country they consider desirable, and

that they should be given the necessary

facilities to get employment if they so
desire.
ed by Government to

all

But we have not been informed

e L AR v b YR S Ly

These people were not compell-
go to Malaya.
They were given the freedom of choice
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to go anywhere they liked. It is true
that some time ago, before this new
Constfitution came into being, there was
a request made of the last Government
to recruit people from Ceylon. This
the Government was not prepared to do.
They said that if the Military authorities
could set up a recruifing agency and
offer to recruit people. on attractive
terms, there would be people who would
be willing to enlist for service overseas.
In that event the Government said that
it would not be inclined to stop them
from going; in fact, it was prepared to
give them all facilities to go.

1 do not see any reason why the
people in Ceylon should be prevented
from choosing any calling they like to
follow. That was the atfitude that was
adopted by Government with regard to
these Pioneers. But at the same time
we realized that as these men wers men
of Ceylon and would be serving overseas,
we should try to keep track of them and
try to see how they got on, that is,
whether they wanted any assistance
from us or not. I might say that we
have been from the very beginning in
touch with prominent gentlemen of that
place, who were good enough not only
to look after these Pioneers, but also to
send us information about them.

They were getting on fairly well when
trouble broke out. We made inquiries
with regard to this trouble, and we made
certain representations, especially with
regard to the improvement of their diet
and with regard to their accommodation,
and so far as I can gather, there have
been improvements made in both those
respeets. Well, on that score, I believe
a good majority of them are now quite
satisfied.

With regard to the question of ad-
ditional pay, it is not a matter that
eould be dealt with by the people in
Malaya itself. Representations have to
be made to the Imperial authorities to
see whether we could get them an ad-
ditional pay and we are corresponding
with the Imperial authorities with
regard to that, and I hope we will be
successful.. But whatever it is, T say
that these people knew the pay they
were going to receive and the allowances
they were going to get.. Their allowance
and pay certainly looked attractive, but
I did not know what their Iliving
conditions were going to be, in. that
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country, whether a hair cub there was
going to be more expensive than here.
1t may be that the barber there does not
cut the hair short enough, and that may
be the reason why these people have to
take® a hair cut more often than in
Ceylon. Well, whatever it is, I am not

aware of it.

Mr. Dahanayake: You ought to be
aware of it. s

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
I think with regard to barbers, my hon.
Friend is more aware of the position
than myself.

If you are not'

Mr. Dahanayake:

aware of it, you ought to resign from

the post of Prime Minister.
The Chairman: Order, please.

The Hon. Mpr. D. S. Senanayake:
Ag far as I am aware, I can say that .
the majority of the people there are
quite satisfied. They are very happy.
But there may be a few who may have
got into trouble and have not been able
te get over their trouble yet.

With regard to these men being tried
on certain charges framed against them,
I might say that they were defended by
lawyers.

Dr. Perera: No.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
What is the use of denying when I have
had communication myself with those
lawyers?

Mr. Keuneman: All of them?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
Yes. According to the Army Act, there -
is provision made for their defence. As
a matter of fact, I wrote to a lawyer
friend, who was taking an interest in
these Pioneers, to allow the accused to
choose their lawyers. But if they are
found guilty of any offence for which
they are charged, then they will have
to undergo the punishment meted out
to them. I believe they can appeal to
the Military authorities, but other than
that I do not think there is any other
appeal.

Mpr.

martial?

Keuneman: It is for court
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The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
Yes. The prisoners, of course, will not
_be brought here, for the simple reason
that, if they commit an offence in that
country and are convicted, they will
have to undergo that punishment there
and not here. That is about all 1 can
say.

Mpr. Chelvanayakam: What about the
Report that was made by the two-man
Commission?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
With regard to that Report, I might tell
my hon. Friend that I have received
a very satisfactory Report. In fact that
Report was a very good one and a useful
one, and I am taking action on it. As
I have not finished taking action on it
“ecompletely, I am not in a position to
release that Report.

Mr. Keuneman: Will the Hon. Prime
Minister eventually place that Report
before the House?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
If it becomes necessary, I will place
that Report before the House.

Mr. Dahanayake: The Hon. Prime
Minister airily says that he has nothing
to do'with the men whether they are in
jail or not :

The Chairman: He did not say that.

- Mr. Dahanayake: Can he give us the
names of those people who are in jail,
what terms they are serving, and how
they are being treated in jail? He has
a duty by the parents, the citizens of
this country. The parents get no
information whatever about their sons.

The Chairman: The hon. Member
must realize that, if he wants informa-
tion of that nature, he must give
notice of it.

Mr. Dahanayake: We gave notice of
1t last November when this matter was
mooted, and since then we have waited
and waited for information, and it is
because we have waited so long for this
information that a cut has been proposed
in his Vote.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
I can tell this much, that, when any
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parent of any one, whether convicted or
not in Malaya, came to see me, I pass-
ed on to him any information I had in
my possession.

Mr. Dahanayake: Will he do so 'in
every case and not wait for people to
call at ‘‘ Temple Trees ’? Will there
be some sort of an Information Bureau?

Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena (Kotte):
Could the Hon. Prime Minister tell us
whether these people who were recruited
were informed before they were sent to
Malaya about the general conditions of
work, &c., and the restrictions they
would have to undergo there?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
All the conditions were laid down.

Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena: The
Hon. Prime Minister says that all the
conditions were laid down, but what I
want to know is whether the parents
were informed that, if there should be
a disturbance, the people involved in
it would be tried by court martial?
They were recruited for. a particular
purpose, and not merely as a military
unit.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
Actually these people who volunteered:
to enlist knew that they were being re-
cruited to the Army. They knew it
because they were under Military law
for 3 months here, and I believe every-
one who joins the Army knows that he
has to be subject to Military law.

Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena: Most
of the people, when they were recruited,
did not know really the conditions in
the Army. They should have been in- .
formed, particularly by the Hon. Gallant
Major,

Mr. Dahanayake: Gallant Colonel.

Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena:—
before they left the shores of this Island,
about the conditions under the Army
Acti.. Most of the people who were re-
cruifed came from the country-side or
from “workshops here, and they were
forced to join because

The Chairman: Nbo.
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Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena: they
were starving and had no way of eking
out an existence. They were, therefore,
forced by the Government to enlist in
this Unit. The other day the Hon.
Prime Minister referred to the fact that
in Bengal several people had died be-
cause there was no food. That is not
so. People died directly at the hands of
the Military authorities, because that
section of the people were nationalists.

The Chairman: We are not concerned
- with that.

15 A .

Mr. Keuneman: I would like to urge
upon the Hon. Prime Minister to con-
sider seriously the question of having
some officer, or some committee set up,
for the benefit of the dependants of
these young men who are in Malaya.
As a Member for Colombo Central, from
where a large number of these Pioneers
have gone, I find that one of the biggest
problems is the fremendous anxiety
among the parents, wives and depend-
ants as to what is happening to the
Pioneers in Malaya. They do not go
for the information to the Military
authorities, but they go to the Member,
and we have got to communicate with
the Military authorities in Malaya. It
would be of great assistance to these de-
pendants if the Hon. Prime Minister
could make some arrangement for some
sort of officer who could intervene and
dispel a good-deal of anxiety which is
existing among the dependants regarding
the Pioneers who are away in Malaya.
T hope he will give an assurance.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
That is what I was doing all this time.
I will certainly have some one.

Mr. Dahanayake: We were doing the
same thing, but much better than the
Hon. Prime Minister. At least five
mothers have come and said that they
have not heard from their sons for three
or four months. I sent an urgent tele-
gram to the Welfare Officer, R. P. C.,
Havelock Town, Colombo. Beyond that
I was not able to help those women.
What we want is that there should be
some sort of Information Bureau for the
benefit of the dependants who are in
this country. Surely, we haye:nonsuch
. 4—J N, 13491 (8/48)
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bureau in ‘‘ Temple Trees ', and every
mother cannot go to the Members.

The Chairman: Surely, the Hon.
Member knows that the Hon. Prime
Minister has an office.

Dr. Perera: The Hon. Prime Minister
states that he feels satisfied that the
conditions of the Pioneers have improved
as a result of representations. The mis-
giving is that the Hon. Prime Minister's
statements are really governed by the
statements made to him by officials.

The Hon., Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
Official sources.

Dr. Perera: Military officials and the
military persons whom you sent.

The Hon., .Mr. D. S, Senanayake:
There are some gentlemen who take &
great deal of interest in this matter.

Dr. Perera: I know the person to
whom you are referring. All T can say
ig that the Pioneer Corps has absolutely
no confidence in the gentleman you have -
in mind. I have letters to that effect.
I do not know why the Hon. Prime
Minister should jib at it. We would like
an independent body of men sent there
——civiliang who can really look into the
conditions of work, not from the Military
eye but from the purely civilian eye. I
do not know why the Hon. Prime Minis-
ter should not agree to that proposal.
Surely, that is a feasible proposal and,
it adopted, will allay the anxiety, as
pointed out by the hon. Third Member
for Colombo Central. That will allay
all the anxiety of the parents of these
young: men. I would strongly wurge
upon the Hon. Prime Minister to send
a body of independent: men from this
country to inquire into the conditions
and satisfy themselves and this country.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
I have to send a person on whom 1
could depend.- It may be my mis-
fortune or -their misfortune that they
cannot think of anyone being indepen-
dent except themselves. I think the
last officer who went there was one
Mr. Muttucumaru on whom

Mr. Dahanayake: Why do you not
send @ Parliamentary Commission? -
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The Hon. Mr. D. S, Senanayake:
After all, I have got to choose people
in whom I have got confidence and who
would give me a proper opinion. I have
absolute confidence in the people whom
I sent. Iven the people with whom I
am in communication are men in whom
I have confidence.

Mr. Keuneman: 1 want to raise
another point on this Vote.

Mr. S. A, Silva: Entertainment
wWlowance

The Chairman: Will the hon. Member
please wait for that?

Mr. Keuneman: I would raise a point
in connection with the advice which the
Hon. Prime Minister, in his capacity as
Prime Minister, offers to the Governor-
General in the performance of statutory
funections connected therewith. I think
in this particular period, when we are
in a formative stage of our development,
it is very necessary that healthy con-
ventions should be established. I would
ask the Hon. Prime Minister whether
he is prepared to give an assurance to
the House on this matter.

Today Supreme Court Judges are
appointed by the Governor-General on
the advice of the Prime Minister. 1t
is very essential that the Supreme
Court of this country should be kept
clear of any allegations of political
favouritism or of special partiality, or
that these appointments should be re-
garded as political appointments. which
i perfectly possible when it is well
known to one and all that all these
appointments are, in actual fact, made
on the advice of the Hon. Prime Minis-
ter, a:d that the person behind is the
Hon. Prime Minister. T would ask the
tHen. Prime Minister whether he is pre-
pared to create a convention now by
setting up some type of independent
body to advise him on this matter, so
. that the necessary legal forms con he
maintained and at the same time SUSpi-
- clons of political favouritism and of
political control of the Supreme Court
can be removed from the minds of the

~ people of this country.

; The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake :
I do not think that, if there is a demo.-
cratic  Government, the politicians
should not have contral aver gsuch
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matters. Politicians are chosen by the

people, and it is on their advice alone

that the country must be governed. As

far as I am concerned, I am not going

to give any assurance that I would get

advice from any committee or not. It

is left to me. As long as I am Prime

Minigster, I shall certainly discharge my

duty on my own responsibility and

according to my own conscience.

Whether I will accept anybody's advice

or not, is a thing left to me. Rightly

or wrongly, if I consider a person not fit
to hold a certain post and if the country

does not agree with me, it is left to the

country to send me out. 1 certainly
say that no Prime Minister should be

suspected, and T do not agree to be

a suspect, however much it mav please

others to make me one. :

Dr. Perera: May I follow that up?
Does the Hon. Prime* Minister know
that the Prime Minister in England
never interferes with appointments to
the Judiciary?

The Hon.
Chancellor.

Dr. Perera: And the Lord Chancellor,
as the Hon. Minister of Finance knows,
is more or less considered to be a judicial
officer with judicial experience.

The Hon, Mr. Jayewardene: He is a
politician.

Mr. Jayewardene: TLord

ST NS AT R e

Dr. Perera: But he is at least one
step removed, in that he is maintained
as the head of the Judiciary. e

The Chairman: Our Constitution pro-
vides for that. The Governor-General
shall make appointment in his discre-
tion. What the hon. Third Member for
Colombo Central wants to do is to have
an advisory board set up to advise the
Prime Minister, and the Prime Minj'sfﬁsr;ﬁ_r!
says he will not accept that suggestion.
He gave an emphatic reply. o 4‘1
Dr. _Perera: The only difficulty is {shit:"“iq
It is important that justice should not:
be tainted with any suspicion at all
political  influence. That s  ve
important. Therefore, to remove it one
step further, if even the pretence of the
mere suspicion of such political ine
fluence can be removed, I think it is
very healthy tradition. That applies

R,

not only to the present Prime Minister,

= X

but ta future Prime Ministers as well.
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The Hon. Mr. Goonesinha: When you
become Prime Minister, you can do that.

Dr. Perera: I shall certainly do that
when I become Prime Minister, and that
is a matter which I think we will
geriously entertain, though I think the
“Government Whip will not do so.
There is no personal reflection intended

here. The Hon. Prime  Minister.
assumed that there was a personal
reflection.

The Hon, Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
- No. .

_Dr. Perera: That is why you got so
hot about it.

The Chairman: Each Prime Minister
will do his duty according to his con-
seience without any dictation from any-
body else. If he wants to seek advice,
he will do so. That is what he said.

Dr. Perera: To the best of my knowl-
edge, only in the United States do you
get the appointment of members of the
Supreme Court by the chief executive
officer.

The Hon, Mr. A. Ratnayake (Minister

of Food and Co-operative Under-

takings): What about Russia?

Dr. Perera: You are never prepared
to follow the example of Russia. Then
why do you raise the question?

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: We will
follow it.

Dr. Perera: In this respect only.
Every other country that I can think of
. has removed this one step of making it
a purely political appointment. There-
fore, it is worth considering whether this
convention should not be established.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
I can assure my hon. Friend that I do
not consider it a personal reflection. I
feel that the Prime Minister of this
country, whoever he is, should enjoy
the confidence of everybody.

The Chairman: Will the Hon. Minis-
ter of Finance kindly answer the question
as regards entertainment allowanoe?
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The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: What is
the question?

Mr. S. A, Silva: Last year you made
us understand that it was a mistake that
a footnote was not attached to say that

only actual expenditure incurred would

be charged. - But this has not been done
even this year. Is the ‘Hon. Prime
Minister going to say that he has made
a mistake this time also?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
T shall answer that. As far as that is
concerned, only expenditure that is in-
curred has been charged to this vote. I
can tell you that it so happened that it
was not possible to keep an account of
the expenditure when 1 entertained
people. In fact more money than the
actual sum provided was spent in enter-
taining. It is impossible to keep
details of expenditure. This year this
footnote has been omitted because of the
difficulty of keeping these accounts.
Up to this date we have not charged
anything except the actual expenditure,

and perhaps less: than the actual
expenditure.
The Hon. Myr. Jayewardene: What

does the hon. Member Want_ to know?

The Chairman: He wants to. know
whether there should be a footnote.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: There is
no mistake here. We are now
considering next year’s Estimates.

Mr. S. A, Silva: How much has been
spent is not given. According to the
Hon. Prime Minister’'s statement, only
the actual expenditure incurred will be
charged to this vote. We do not know

whether he has spent more.

The Hon. Mr., D. S. Senanayake:
My expenditure was more than the
amount provided.

Mr. S. A. Silva: Then we must pay.

Question, ‘‘ That the Vote be reduced
by Rs. 10 in respect of sub-head 1 ',
put, and negatived.

Sub-head 5, Upkeep of Prime Minister’s
Residences.

Mr. Wilmot A. Perera: I move,
““ That the Vote be reduced by Rs. 1,200

innrespect of sub-head 5 °’. Will the

3
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Hon. Minister of Finance say why the

expenditure has gone up by over 100 per

cent? '

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
I went into occupation of ** Temple
Trees '’ last year in December, and the
annexe was not ready till the end of
February. So, all the expenditure that
has been charged, has been for the
balance period and not for the earlier
period. “‘ Temple Trees "’ as well as
““ The Lodge ”’ are maintained not by
me but by the Government, and they
did not require all the servants for the

whole period. All that they have
-asked for this year are two additional
servants © whom they consider very
necessary.

11.80 a.M.

The Chairman: Are you pressing that
Amendment?

Myr. Wilmot A. Perera: No, I am not
pressing if.

Sub-head 7.—Upkeep of Prime
Minister’s garages and
transport, 12,000.

The Chairman: The hon. Member for

Chavakachcheri has an Amendment
under this sub-head.

Mr, Kumaraswamy: 1 am nob
pressing it. -
- Dr. Perera: I am pressing the
\imendment in my name under that
sub-head. I move, ‘“ That the Vote be

reduced by Rs. 4,400 in respect of sub-
head 7, >’ T would like to know from the
Hon. Prime Minister why there is an
increase of Rs. 4,000—odd.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
I will answer that. The reason is that
last year we had made provigion for
only one chauffeur; but, ag it i, the
Prime Minister happens to have two
cars.

Dr. Perera: One was a gift,

The Hon. Mr. D. §, Senanayake:
This has actually become Very necessary
because, when there are Visitors, one
car has to be placed at fheir disposal.
In any case, even if there wers' ' ne
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visitors, still in order to adhere fo the
eight-hour working day, it would be
necessary to have two chauf‘fel_lrs.
Otherwise, the chauffeur of the Prime
Minister of Ceylon would have to work
for about 14 hours a day.

My. Dahanayake: One man would
have to work for 14 hours?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:

" Yes, it will come to that.

The Chairman: Are you pressing that
Amendment?

Dr. Perera: No.

Sub-head 8.—Government Hospitality,
Rs. 7,500.

Dr, Perera: With regard to sub-head
8, I move, ‘“ That the Vote be reduced
by Rs. 2,500 in respect of sub-head 8. ’
Provision for Government hospitality
has been increased—is that because of
last year’s experience?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
Last year provision was made for a
@horter period. Then, again, you will
find that the expenditure incurred in .
regard to some of the visitors who came
last year was met from the main Vote.
This year expendifure on visitors will
have to be met from this sub-head.

The Chairman: Is the hon. Member
pressing his Amendment? ]

Dy, Perera: No.

Question, ““That the sum -of
Rs. 145,907 for Head 2, Vote No. 1,/
be inserted in the Schedule, *’ put, and
agreed to. ] 4

Head 2, Vote 1, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Head 3.—Supreme Court 3

Vote No. 1.—Salaries and expenses
of the Supreme Court, Rs. 931,650.

Sub-head 1.—Personal Emoluments,
Rs. 660,150.

The Chairman: Any Amendments?
The Hon. Mr, Jayewardene: I have

an” Amendment, Sir,
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Mr, Iriyagolla: I move, ‘* That the
Vote be reduced by Rs. 1,800 in respect
of sub-head 1, items ‘‘ Sword Bearer
and ‘‘ Mace Bearer’’. I move this
Amendment because it is not necessary
to preserve a relic of the past to main-
tain the dignity of the Supreme Court.
These posts are quite unnecessary.

The Chaifman: Any further remarks?
Tas the Hon. Minister of Finance
anything to say?

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: As a
matter of fact, if we delete these items,
we will be adding to the unemployment
problem.

-
Dr. Perera: That does not matter,

Sir. This affects only two posts.

The Chairman: Is the hon. Member
for Dandagamuwa pressing  his
Amendment?

Mr. Iriyagolla: I am not pressing it.

Mr. J. K. Martensz (Appointed Mem-
ber): I am afraid my first Amendment
refors to ‘¢ Stenographers ', but that
item comes before ‘‘ Sword Bearer ™
and ‘° Mace Bearer .

The Chairman: You cannot go back;
but I will allow you to ask any questions
regarding that item.

Mr. Martensz: Am I permitted to ask
any questions?

The Chairman: Yes, if you have any.

Mr., Martensz: In that case, Sir, I
wish to ask the CGovernment whether
they would be prepared to consider the
 recommendation that was made by the
Cadres Commission in regard to the
establishment of a central typing de-
partment in the Supreme Court to deal
with the typing of appeal briefs. The
Cadres Commission made a very good
case for the resumption of the practice
which existed prior to 1938.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
I might say that I have made inquiries
into this matter and have learnt that
there seems to be a difference of opin-
jon regarding this question among the
Judges, Some of them are of the
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opinion that it will be an advantage to
have a central typing bureau as before,
to get all the cases typed there and
sent out, while others hold the view
that the maintenance of typists at the
various Court-houses is the best way of
dealing with the matter. :

I myself am inelined to agree with my
good Friend the Appointed Member; bub
as there seems to be so much difference
of opinion among the Judges, I think
that we should wait till they come to &
decision about the matter. It is under
consideration now.

Mr. Martensz: Arising out of the
Hon. Prime Minister’s reply, Sir, may
I know whether an opportunity will be
given to the legal profession to express
their views on this subject? The opin-
jons of lawyers practising before the
various Courts in the Island might be
considered in arriving at a decision.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
I shall certainly ask the Hon. Minister
of Justice to go inte the question with
lawyers as well as others.

Mr. Chelvanayakam: May I ask a
question under sub-head 1, item 2?

The Chairman: What is the item?

Mr. Chelvanayakam: Item 2, Puisne -
Justices.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: Page 19,

The Chairman: You have not given
any notice of an Amendment.

Mr. Chelvanayakam: There is the
Amendment of the hon. Appointed
Member, Mr. Martensz, in respect of
sub-head 1.

The Chairman: I have already ruled
that the moving of Amendments to a
whole sub-head is out of Order. You
must pick out some item, for instance
““ Sword Bearer,”” Mace ‘“ Bearer "', &e.

Mr. Cheivanayakam: T thought you
said you would allow the hon. Appointed
Member——
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The Chairman: 1 said I would.
but he mentioned the item as

‘‘Stenographers’’.

My, Chelvanayakam: In respect of
that item of ‘‘Stenographers’, may I
ask the Hon. Prime Minister or the
‘Hon. Minister of Finance to let me
know whether he is aware that a good
deal of the delay experienced in the
hearing of appeals is due to the fact
that the stenographers take many
months for the preparation of typewrit-
ten copies? Due to this a number of
months elapse before the appeals are
ready to be heard. Therefore, first, I
want a sufficient number of steno-
graphers to attend to the typing of
-copies of records.

Secondly, by reason of the shortage
of stenographers attached to the Court
of Criminal Appeal, the notes of trials
held in the Assize Court are not avail-
able to Counsel appearing on appeal at
the Court of Criminal Appeal. It is
also a fact that, in Ceylon, the notes
of the trial are not made available to
Counsel, whereas, in England, within
the appealable period, the notes of trial
arg available to Counsel. What hap-
pens here is that, even in cases invol-
ving capital punishment, Counsel have
to study the grounds of appeal, and,
unless they do so at the time of filing
the appeal, they may not be allowed to
raise any point which might strike them
later, when the notes of trial come into
their hands after the grounds of appeal
are filed.

I would, therefore, like to know
whether it has not been brought to the
notice of the Hon. Prime Minister that
the shortage of stenographers in respect
of the Assize Court trials is a matter
that denies justice to many men even
. charged with capital offences.

The Chairman: I do not think the
typing is done by stenographers. There
are special typists who type briefs.

Mer. Chelvanayakam: The steno-
graphers themselves are the typists.

The Chairman: That is N some cases.

Mr. Chelvanayakam: Tt i $o in the
case of the Court of Criminal Appeal
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The Chairman: But not in the case
of the typing of appeal briefs.

Mr. Chelvanayakam: The typing of
appeal briefs is done by another depart-
ment.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
The position is this—that the present
avay of doing things is not at all satis-
factory. At one time when it was con-
sidered that the method of doing the
work was not satisfactory, the late Chief
Justice evolved a system, but that, too,
in its turn has not proved satisfactory.
We do not deny that we must improve-
matters. _

I have no definite authority from sany-
body to say so, but the general impres-
sion is that the cases are delayed due to
the fact that a few individual Advocates
command a large practice, with the re-
sult that the cases are not listed
promptly for hearing, because the con-
venience of those Advocates would not
permit it.

We know that the present system of
doing the work is unsatisfactory and, ag

far as we are concerned, the Govern-

ment is prepared to give stenographers,

typists and even Judges, in order to
expedite the disposal of cases; but let
the lawyers also help them in doing this.

Mr. G. R. de Silva (Parliamentary

Secretary to the Minister of Justice):
As far as the Hon. Minister of Justice
1s concerned, he is fully aware of these
First of all, there is a great

defects.
shortage of stenographers in this coun-

try—that is one of the main difficulties.
Not only that, the whole system has to
and I wish to say that =
the Hon. Minister of Justice is doing |

be recast,

everything to put this right.

matter, particularly
remarks that the Hon. Prime
chose to make.

It is a fact, Sir, that at a certain
period, especially in the Appeal Courts,
the system of committing cases to stand
down and stand out for the convenience
of particular Counsel did stand in the
way of the expeditious disposal of cer-
_ Never, in fact—I think all
lawyers in those Courts can say—has it

tain cases.

o -

Dr. Colvin R. de Silva (Wellawattas
Galkissa) : I*wish, if T may be permitted &
to do so, to make a remark on this
in view of the
Minister -

x!
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been the experience that that system
has stood in the way of disposing of
cases as such, that is, of getting through
a certain volume of work on a given

day.
To attribute, Sir, the delays in the law
and its administration to the fact that
work happens to be concentrated in a
certain number of hands, as some appear
to think, disproportionately, is really to
say that we are having in Ceylon in the
Courts a phenomenon which exists
everywhere in the world.

The legal profession, Sir, happens to
be, as you will appreciate, a profession
in which the question of the ability of
the given individual lawyer plays a
predominant part in the choice of the
client; but as things are functioning
today, if anyone will look into the
Courts, they will find that the pro-
fession has precious little to do with this
question of delays of cases, because the
old system of standing out is substan-
tially gone; even the system of standing
down is not much observed; and the
concentration of work in a few hands is
unavoidable so long as the Hon. Prime
" Minister defends the system in which
that system of concentration is itself a
characteristic. Finally, Sir, if the Hon.
Prime Minister is deeply concerned with
the avoidance of delay in the disposal
of cases, he should first of all address
himself to the question, as the hon. Par-
liamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Justice seems to think he will, to the
entire system of administration of the
law. :

Sir, to my own certain knowledge, i
will say T have found that, especially in
the original Courts, it we are allowed to
conduet a certain proportion or quantum
‘of our cross-examination, for instance,
- in Sinhalese, then we can save an enor-
mous amount of time; but because of
the state of the law, which has not yet
been set right, despite certain old deci-
sions of this House—I mean the State
Council—there are still judicial officers
in the Island who are not merely
impatient of the language—mot to use
the word Vernacular—but who really
seem to think that it is obnoxious.

Therefore, the delays of the law, Sir,
are the delays in a system which have
to be looked into with far greater com-
prehensiveness than the mere question
of whether lawyers are responsible.

I know there are.many
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11.45 A.M.

The Hon. Mr, D. S. Senanayake:
I said “‘one of the causes .

Dr. Colvin R. de Silva, There are
many folk in this*country to whom this
is an easy way out. The lawyers
should take a portion of the blame, andg
I for one will join anybody who makes
the correct attack on the legal profes-
sion. But, as the Prime Minister did,
to place upon the legal profession so
disproportionately, as he did in his
speech, the responsibility for delays in
the administration of justice, is to for-
get all the other aspects of the matter,
which I do not think it will be appro-
priate for us to go into now.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
1 ask the hon. Member to take only the
right proportion of the blame!

Dr. Colvin R. de Silva: The Prime
Minister never understood proportion!

Mr, G. R. de Silva: The delays in the
disposal of criminal cases are getting
very much less now. Criminal cases
are being disposed of more quickly.
Civil appeals, too, are being disposed of
uickly. There are delays in dispos-
ing of the old cases, cases which came
up before the present regime under the
Minister of Justice. Criminal cases are
not now held up for more than two or
three months. Civil appeals, too, are
being disposed of more quickly.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: I move,
‘““ That the Vote be increased by
Rs. 518 in respect of sub-head 1, item
‘“ Peons ”’.

We reduced the number of peons by
one last year, and we are trying to
correct that mistake.

Mr. Dahanayake: The number of
peons last year was 28; it has been
reduced to 27

The Chairman: It was & mistake.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: We are
adding one now.

Mr. Dahanayake: You are keeping
to the same number, but four of them
are  temporary appointments. There
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[Mr. Dahanayake. ]
were 28 peons on the fixed cadre last

vear. This year there will be 28, 4 of
whom  are temporary men. Why is
that?

* The Hon., Mr.

‘are not permanent.
- J

Jayewardene: They

Mr. Dahanayake: W’hy do you not
make them permanent?

Dr. Colyin R. de Silva: He is putting
off the question with a joke!

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: The
Chief Justice will have to consider
their records and send us a Minute if
he wants to make them permanent.
* When he does that, we shall sanction it,

Question, ‘‘° That the Vote be in-
creased by Rs. 518 in respect of item
* Peons’ '’, put, and agreed fto.

Question, ‘‘ That the sum of
Rs. 932,168 for Head 3, Vote No. 1,
be inserted in the Schedule ™', put, and
agreed to.

Head 38, Vote 1, as amended,
ordered to stand part of the Schedule.
Head 4.—Gébin_et Office

- Head 4, Vote 1,
part of the Schedule.

ordered to stand

Head 5.—Senate

Vote 1.—Salaries and expenses of the
] “Department of the Senate,
Rs. 357,985.

: Mr. Kumaraswamy: I move, ‘“ That
the Vote be reduced by Rs. 5 in respect
of sub-head 1, item ‘ Superintendent of

Senate  Building and  Gentleman
Usher ’ **,
This officer is paid a salary of

Rs. 5,455, and I see that, apart from

this officer, there are 4 watchers. T

want some details about this Superin-
tendent of Senate Building and Gentle-
man Usher.” What is his age? What
are his qualifications? Has he had any
previous experience in  supervising
buildings? Has he had any architectural
training, and undergone training in
building supervision? This is a large
sum, over Rs. 400 a month-—-
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Mr. J. C, T. Kotalawela: T have an

Amendment that this whole Head be
deleted,

The Chairman: That is out of Order.
It you are against the whole Vote, you
cannot move its deletion by way of an
Amendment.

Mr. Kumaraswamy: This officer is
paid over Rs. 400 a month for what I
consider to be work of a very minor
nature. I do not know what is meant
by the term ‘‘ Gentleman Usher . It
1s reminiscent of feudal times. Could
the Minister elucidate the various points
1 have mentioned?

Mr. A, Reginald Perera (Dehiowita):
There is an Amendment in my name.
Could I bring it under the item
*‘ President *’?

The Chairman: Yes.

Mr. A. Reginald Perera: The Senate
was a creation of the old State Couneil.
Unlike parallel assemblies in other
parts of the world, this body was

created by violent methods, almost in

artificial conditions. This same body is
sustained by money voted by this House.
This Senate is not a body that developed
naturally year by year, and it is,
therefore our duty to examine

Mr. H. W. Amarasuriya (Badde-
gama): I rise to a point of Order:
is an item of expenditure provided for
by special law. The Senate is a body
set up under the Constitution, and that
being the case, we vote the funds

Dr. Perera: Under what law?

The Chairman: The hon. Member for
Baddegama has risen to a point of
Order. Let me give my Ruling. ‘

It is perfectly true that the Senate
has been created by law, but the voting
of the salary of the President of the
Senate and everybody else in that body

15 a matter in our keeping. We are
discussing that.

Mr. A. Reginald Perera: T thank you
very much for that - Ruling, M.

Chairrary but

This
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The Chairman: In speaking about the
President, or the Members, of the
Senate, 1 hope the hon. Member will
- bear in mind that he must use very

moderate language.

Mr. K. Reginald Perera: Yes. You
have imposed on me a rather difficult
condition, Mr. Chairman. .

' We sustain this body. This demo-
cratic body sustains the Senate by an
annual vote, and it is, therefore, our
duty to determine, year by year,
whether this Assembly is performing the
task for which it was cgeated, and
whether the decision of the -earlier
Assembly—the State Council—in
creating the Senate, is correct.

In my view, and I state this with a
full sense of responsibility, the Senate,
as constituted today, and judged by its
achievements both this year and last
year, is not performing any useful
service. 1 cannot imagine a body

The Chairman: You are against the
whole vote?

Mr. A. Reginald Perera: I am dealing
with the Office of President, as he is the
fountain head, the person responsible
for everything that happens in that
Assembly

The Chairman: You can bring up these
mafters when I put the whole Vote to
the House. The hon. Member for
Badulla has a similar Amendment.
You and he can speak against the
whole Vote when T put it to the House.

Is the hon. Member for Chavakach-
cheri pressing his Amendment?

Mpr. Kumaraswamy: Is there no reply
to my questions?

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: I was
about to reply when I was interrupted.

The Gentleman Usher plays the same
role in the Senate as the Serjeant at
Arms in this House. The Gentleman
Usher is a retired Police official, a
Mr. Dickman. He occupied a very im-
portant post in the Police Department,
and on his retirement the President of
the Senate has engaged him to look after
the building and to keep order and dis-
cipline in the public gallery, as our
Serjeant-at-Arms does here,
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It may be that the choice of the vyord}g
‘“ Superintendent of Senate Building
to describe him is rather unfortunate,
but as regards the title ’ ° Gentleman
Usher *’, we are trying to create Parlia-
mentary traditions, and have here an
official similar to the ‘‘ Black Rod '’ in
England. The suggestion at first was
to call him the ¢ Black Rod "', but we
thought ‘* Gentleman Usher *’ would be
more appropriate. His salary is very
low

Mr. Keuneman: Is the fterm
“ Gentleman Usher *’ used in order to

distinguish between a man and a woman
Usher? -

The Hon. Mr, Jayewardene: I cannot
answer that question, and say whether,
if a lady were appointed, the word
““ Grentleman ’’ would be changed.

The four watchers are to look after
the whole Senate building, which in-
cludes not merely the Senate Chamber
but also the Cabinet rooms, and the
Prime Minister’'s office. The whole
Senate building is looked after by the
wafchers and others whose salaries are
provided here.

Mr. Kumaraswamy: I am not pressing
my Amendment.

Question, ‘' That the sum of
Rs. 357,985 for Head 5, Vote No. 1, be
inserted in the Schedule *’, put.

Mr. A. Reginald Perera: Sir, I wds
interrupted when I was going to say
that one could understand the need for
a body like the Senate if -it was com-
posed of men equipped with special
technical knowledge, if it was composed
of leading doctors, engineers, and so on, -
so that when a Motion of this House
was put before them, they could offer
constructive criticism.

What is happening to day in our
Senate? We find a milk and water re-
petition of the Debate in this House,
and nothing is altered, no addition is
made

~ The Chairman: You are out of Order.
You cannot criticise the actions of that
Assembly in this House.

-Ml_'. A. Reginald Perera: I shall res-
trict myself to this point, and say that
no really useful purpose is served by the


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

. vented by the Government.
a Motion was carried in the Senate that

-

- ernment has chosen to

- useful institution.
- many Committees of the Senate have
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Senate as it is constituted today. I

gstand for the complete deletion of this

entire Vote.

Mr. J. C. T. Kotalawela: Our attitude
i1s that, on principle, we are opposed to
the very existence of the Senate, and

therefore we shall vote against this
Head.

Mr. Dahanayake: Even if any useful
purpose could have been served by the
Senate, I say that that has been pre-
Recently,

a Commission should be appointed to
inquire into the conditions prevailing in

- the Government hospitals. That Motion

was fully debated in the Senate, and
was carried by a majority, but the Gov-
_ ignore that
Motion of the Senate.

From our angle, on first principles,

~ we say that there is not the slightest
| justification for the existence of this
body. From the angle of the Govern-

ment, if they are not prepared to accept

the decisions of a body created by them-
- selves, for what purpose then has the
~ Senate been created at all? Ts it mere-

ly to drain away the money of this
country?
The chief

Mr. Wilmot A. Perera:

- function of the Senate was supposed to
- be to act as a brake on hasty legislation
s passed by this House.
‘Whether it has acted in that way?

May I. ask

The Chairman: The need for it has

. not yet arisen, perhaps!

Mr. Kumaraswamy: There is a vote

 here for ‘“ Expenses of Committees,
e de.

Judging from the remarks of
hon. Members, the Senate is not a very
I want to know how

been functioning, and what is the nature

~ of these Committees. For what purpose

~ Clerks, under Head 5

- were they appointed?

The Chairman: That is not a question
you should ask.

Mr. Iriyagolla: The provision for

The Chairman: There is no Amend-

ment in the hon. Member’s name, under
Head 5——
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Mr. Iriyagolla: There is, under sub-
head 1.
The Chairman: We have finished with
sub-head 1. I am now putting the
whole Head 5 to the House, Vote 1—

Mr. D. B. R, Gunawardena: It is
said that the Senate was intended to
act as a brake on the decigsions of this
House, that its main business

The Chairman: All that we can do
is to refuse the money. ; :

Question, ‘‘ That the sum of
Rs. 357,985 for Head 5, Vote 1, be
inserted in the Schedule,’” put.

The Chairman: The ‘‘ Noes '’ have
it.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
Divide.

The Committee divided (under S.0:
48): Ayes, 49; Noes, 30.

Head 5, Vote 1 ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

The Chairman: The Sitting is
sugpended till 2 p.m.
Sitting accordingly suspended wuntil

2 p.m., and then resumed.

2.0 p.M.
Head 6.—House of Representatives

Vote No. 1—Salaries and Expenses of,
the Department of the House of
Representatives, Rs. 1,219,815.

Sub-head 1, Personal Emoluments,
Rs. 249,197.

Mudaliyar M. M. Ebrahim (Pottu-
vil): I move, ‘‘ Thabt the Vote be re-
duced by Rs. 10 in respect of sub-
head 1, item ‘ Telephone Operator.’

The purpose of my moving this
Motion, Mr. Chairman, is to bring to
the notice of this House the fact that,
although the Telephone Operator of the
House of Representatives was originally
the Telephone Operator of the old State
Council, his salary is not even equal to
the pay of some of the labourers. In
my opinion, not only the telephone
operator, but also the Arachchi, peons
and other labourers of this House should
be paid more. Will the Hon. Minister
of Finance be pleased to move in this
matter and see that the salaries of this
section of the staff are increased?
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of the terms and conditions of service
of the employees of the House  of
Representatives will be carefully studied

by you in the near future.

Mr. Dahanayake: I, too, wish to
commend to you, Mr. Chairman, the
plight of the minor employees of the
House of Representatives. Although it
was expected that, with the changed
status of the Government, these minor
employees would receive better treat-

It is not merely a cage of the wages
that should be given to these men.
Think, Sir, of the nature of work they

ment, those expectations remain yet to
be. realized. For instance, the peons of
the House of Representatives are now
styled ‘° Messengers " Although they
have been given a more dignified title,

have to do, the conveniences that they
do not have, and the normal amenities
of life that they are deprived of. When
the House sits here from hour to hour,
where are these minor employees to

there has been no change in their
prospects.

Again, the watchers and the liftmen
of the House of Representatives receive
just the same wages as watchers and
liftmen of other Government depart-
ments, whereas in other instances the

take their food? Do they get a meal at
all? And where do they sleep? These,
Mr. Chairman, are questions that ought
to engage your kind attention, and I =
have not the least doubt, now that
attention has been focussed on this
question, that you will take very early

wages given to employees of the House
of Representatives are more favourable
than the wages given to similar
employees in other branches of the
Government Service.

If a parallel is necessary, Sir, one can
look up page 327 of the Draft Estimates
for the conditions of service of the minor
employees of the Department of the
Government Archivist. There you will
notice, Sir, that the peons are called
* attendants *’, and the book binders
are called *‘ document repairers ’’; and
as a result of their changed titles they
have been given better scales of salaries.

There is a reason, Mr. Chairman, why
we press that the minor employees of
the House of Representatives should and
ought to receive better treatment than
their compeers in other branches of the
Government Service. These employees
have to serve longer hours, have to be
more alert, and have to please the 101
Representatives of the people, who are
very exacting in their calls upon the
. employees for service. Nothing, in
other words, should go wrong 'in this
House of Representatives; even though
things may go wrong outside, you are
here, thank God, Mr. Chairman, to see
that things go right here. We regret
to note, however, that, though your
heart - is full of the milk of human
kindness, there is no reciprocal increase
in the wages of the minor employees of
the House of Representatives. I am
certain that the fault is not yours, Sir;
the fault must we with the Government,
and we ask you, Mr. Chairman, to give
us a guarantee that the entire question

steps to go thoroughly into this :
question. ‘

Dr. Perera: If you will permit me,
Mr. Chairman, I wish to raise a question -
of principle that is involved, and I should
like this question settled once and for
all. It is a vital principle of democratic
government that, the legislative body
should not be in any way subordinate to
the Government in office. It is very
important, for instance, that the budget
of the legislative body should be outside
the purview of the Government in a
strict sense. If a proposal emanates
from the Chief Officer or Member of the
legislative body, namely, the Speaker of
this House, I think the Government
should have no right, on principle, to.
change that proposal and refuse to
accede to that request.” Any proposal
that emanates from the highest authority
of this House should receive either the
approval or disapproval of the House,
but I do not think that the Gov-
ernment are entitled to reject it off-
hand and say that they cannot accede
to that request, on whatever grounds it
may be. I would like to urge that that
principle be recognized and the indepen-
dence of this House of Representatives
maintained in keeping with, I think, the
traditions throughout all democratic
institutions.

I have been constrained to make those
remarks, Mr. Chairman, because I have
heard it said that one or two proposals
—T hope I will be corrected if T am
wrong—which have emanated from you
did not find favour with the Government
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and, therefore, they had to be given up.
I sincerely hope that is not so, because
that would, I think, be a very bad
tradition or principle to be established.

Mr. Keuneman: I would just like to
make one or two remarks, Mr. Chair-
man, about the position of the staff of
the House of Representatives and, in
particular, the Reporting Staff. I think
it should be brought to your attention
and to the attention of this House that
the Reporting Staff of the House of
Representatives are undergoing consider-
able hardships at the present moment.
The number of Reporters of the present
House is exactly the same as that which
was provided for the former State Coun-
cil, but the amount of work which they
have to do has very much increased. It
is sometimes said, when the Reporting
Branch asks for an increase of staff, that
this is not necessary hecause they have
long periods of recess and that they also
receive compensation in the form of
overtime. But I think that, . even
though the House is in recess, these
Reporters have far more work to do now,
because, during the recess at the present
moment, Committees of this House are
in session. These Reporters have got to
attend the Committees of the House,
and not only take down verbatim what
goes on at those Committees, but also do
all the necessary typing work in connex-
ion therewith. As there has been such
an increase of work, I think it is fair by
. these men that provisioh should be
- made at an early date for an increase
of staff, because, otherwise, the
efficiency of these men will be sorely
taxed and a very valuable asset of this
House in the matter of the correct keep-
ing of records would thereby be wasted.

I Hope that the Government will look

into this matter.

- Mr. Kumaraswamy: I entirely asso-
ciate myself with all what the hon.
- Member for Pottuvil (Mudaliyar Ebra-
him) has said about the telephone opera-
tor of the House of Representatives, but

I should like to bring to the notice of the

Hon. Speaker that, sometimes after
4.50 p.M.; hon. Members are deprived of
the service of the telephone because of
the lack of a direct telephone for their
use. Once the telephone operator leaves
the place, it is very difficult for hon.
Members, who have been delayed here
owing to a Party meeting or ai Corarnittee
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g, to get in touch through the
telephone with anybody whom they wish
to contact. ‘

I would, therefore, urge the authorities
concerned that they should have two
telephone operators instead of one, and
that'their salaries be also proportionately
increased.

With regard to the minor employees; I
agree with the hon. Member for Galle
(Mr. Dahanayake) that they are not paid
enough. Although their wages, com-
pared with other departments, may be
similar, the work that they do here, by
reason of the fact that they have to
satisfy all the hon. Members of this
House, is of a very severe and uncon-
genial nature; I would, therefore, ask
that a special concession be given to the
minor employees of this House.

meeting

I must make special mention of those
waiters who serve us during sessions.
Most of them are temporary employees
and they are very old. Once the
sessions are over and they are disconti-
nued, they will be out of billet. I,
therefore, suggest that these waiters be
retained on a monthly basis of remuner-
ration, and that, duning the recess,
some sort of food production work or
some other work, such as for instance,
maintaining the lawns of the House of
Representatives, be given to them.

With regard to the Reporters, in the.
Central Assembly in India a Reporter is
paid Rs. 900 a month, I am reliably
informed by the hon. Member for
Aluthuwara (Mr. Ramanujam): The
purchasing value of the rupee in India
is very high, hence we can understand
the high status the Reporters have in
the Legislative Assemblies in India.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: Rs. 900'

a month? ’
2.15 P

Mr. Kumaraswamy: Yes, Rs. 900 a
month in the Central Assembly of India,
I am reliably informed by the hon.
Member for Alutnuwara (Mr. Ramanu-
jam). Recently the All-India News-
paper Tditors’ Conference passed a
resolution, requesting that all reporters
must be paid at least Rs. 400 a month.
It was only the other day that, soon
after the Hon. Leader of the House
had spoken in Sinhalese, the Reporter
was found massaging his arm. That
gives an indication of the strenuous
naturs of the work of these Reporters,

*
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and with the present inflationary
tendencies of currency, their pay is com-
paratively low. I would earnestly
request, in view of the vast importance
of their work, that they be given a status
that is commensurate with the type of
work they do.

Lastly, may I point out that you have
been very considerate to Members in
trying to secure clerical assistance for
them in the shape of two typists—
[Interruption]—the hon. Member for
Dehiowita (Mr. A. Reginald Perera) is
asking whether they are pretty. What-
ever that may be—

Mpr. Dahanayake: Let their work be
pretty.

Mr. Kumaraswamy: We welcome
your endeavours to give every comfort
‘to hon. Members. But there is a small
gnag in this proposal. It will mean that,
as in the case of the Peons and Messen-
gers now, these two typists will have to

be at the beck and call of all hon.

Members, and in the end they will have
no work during the day, because all the
hon. Members will be trying to employ
them; that is the unfortunate position
into which they will be reduced. I
make the alternative suggestion that
hon. Members be given an additional
allowance of Rs. 25 or Rs. 380, so that
members belonging to certain Parties
may pool their resources and employ a
clerk to do their Party work and attend
to the correspondence relating to their
constituencies.

These are the few points I would like
to bring to your notice, as the Head of
this House, and I am sure they will
receive your attention.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: May I
just say a few words? I want to reply
to the hon. Member for Ruwanwella
(Dr. Perera).

The Chairman: I am sorry to see that
hon. Members think that I am hard-
hearted. I am not. As a matter of
fact, I put cerbain proposals to the
Treasury; some of them have been
accepted, and some of them have been
turned down.

As regards the principle involved, as
stated by the hon. Member for Ruwan-
wella, the remedy is in your hands.
Unfortunately for us, in the Privileges
Bill, the Speaker has not been given
financial power over the salaries of the
personnel, except to put up whomsoever

3 AUGUST 1948
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he thinks should be put up on the exist-
ing scales, whether he has served one
year or two years; I can put officers up
in certain segments of the scales. That
is about all the power I have got where
finances are concerned.

As for anything further, I do not want
matters to be brought up and for the
Treasury to have a veto over them. If
you wish to amend the Privileges Bill
or bring in a new Privileges Bill, giving
the Speaker the power to adjust the
salaries as he thinks they should be
adjusted, then it is an entirely different
matter. At the present moment the
only power I have is to adjust the seg-
ments of the scale allowed to each
officer of the House. I have done so in
every instance which has been brought -
to my notice, either by the officer, or -
through the Clerk of the House, and
where certain adjustments should have
been made, I have never hesitated for a
moment to adjust those scales.

As regards the Telephone Operator, I
am sorry to say that I did put up a
certain proposal that the salary should
be increased, at least to that of the
Female Telephonist of the Governor-
General’s Office;, but it was turned
down; from their point of view, rightly, -
too, because the position taken up by
the Government is this, that if we put
up the salaries of our staff, those same
adjustments will have o be made in the
salary scales of various other Depart-
ments, like the Senate and other places.
But I pointed out that the salary scale
of the Female Telephonist at Queen’s
House who has much less work, should
be given to the Telephone Operator
here. That was turned down.

I also made certain suggestions to the
Treasury for the convenience of the
Members who now, at every turn, try
to make a slave of my Librarian, giving
him twenty-four hours’ work for the
day. I put up certain proposals, be-;
cause I found that hon. Mémbers of"
this House did require clerical assis-
tance, especially in view of the fact that
there is no Leader of the Opposition
legally appointed, who would get the
clerical assistance and other assistance
on behalf of the Opposition of the
House. That is again your fault, and
not mine, for not appointing a Leader.

,If you do, you would have clerical
assistance and everything else. you
warb.
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As a matter of fact, I put up certain
proposals to the Treasury in order that
Members of this House. would be able
to have that clerical assistance avail-
able here, because I know hon. Mem-
bers get up from their seats and go to
the Library or to some room and do
their clerical work themselves. From
miy point of view, I felt that it was not
correct; so I pubt up certain proposals
to the Treasury, but those proposals are
turned down, and instead of those pro-
posals, they have given us, as the hon.
Member for Chavakachcheri mentioned,
two eclerk-typists. Under Sub-head 2,
““Allowances to Members’’, you will
find Rs. 4,512 provided for that purpose;
it is an Amendment that the Hon.
Minister of Finance is bringing forward;
you will find "in the Amendments
Sheet an Amendment to increase the
Vote by Rs. 4,512 to give us two clerk-
typists. On the other page, you will

- find another sum of Rs. 1,000, under

‘Sub-head 4, which is meant for the pur-
chase of typewriters for the typists. Of

~ course, the proposal I put forward was

entirely different to this, but I have to
be satisfied with what T have been able

- to get from the Treasury, and if you

require any more assistance and bring
it to my nofice, I can put it to the
Treasury, and I dare say they will
consider the matter and give you what

you need.

On the broad principle, the matter is

_ entirely in your hands; I have nothing
~ more to say about that.

As regards the Reporters, there I can

~say this, that in cases where an incre-
~ ment was necesary, I have looked into
- every single case, and I have always put

- them up and given them an increment.

- T have done so ,and I do not think there

e b b S S
‘LI L

_ graphers

- Government Stenographers.

- 18 any heart-burning on the part of the

Staff where that is concerned. Of
course, they would like to draw larger

~ salaries,but, in practice, you have to

keep the Stenographer eclass in this
House in the same position as Steno-
of the other Departments.
But T do believe that Stenographers in
this House are paid a little more than
So that,
on that point, T do not think that they
have any cause to grumble. )

But I certainly: think that some of
the minor staff might have been given a
little more. You find that there sre

OF REPRESENTATIVES

—Comamnittee 60
so many Messengers—ten Messengers.
I suggested that those Messengers be
separated into two different -classes,
because I find that those Messengers
who joined the Staff atter the lagt
Budget draw the same salary as those
who have served for twenty, thirty
years. I felt that that was not correct.
So I wanted two sections for the
Messengers, but that has been turned
down

Mr. Dahanayake: But the Treasury
should be turned out.

The Chairman: Then, again, I want
to mention—so that you may not think
that T am unmindful of the interests
of the Staff—the case of the Arachchi.
I wanted to give him the allowance
which the Arachchi of the old State
Council received here. You will notice
that one Messenger gets an allowance of
Rg* 120 a year, that is, Rs.. 10 ‘a
month.

That happens to be a Messenger who
is working directly under me in my
office. That was an allowance which
was given to him 'under the regime of
the last Speaker. The late Arachchi,
who joined the Senate, draws Rs. 20
a month. As you are aware, the
Arvachehi of this House has much more
work than the Arachchi of. the other
place. As you are aware, he is super-
vising the Refreshment Room, the
Buffet, and so on, I put his case up to
the Treasury, and the Treasury has been
fit to give him only an allowance of
Rs. 90, that is Rs. 7.50 a month.

Dr. Perera: The Treasury has no
control over this House. :

The Chairman: I am sorry I have no
further control over these matters. So
that I may make my position perfectly
clear, I have stated those facts in order

that you may draw any conclusion you
like.

Mr. Wilmot A. Perera: Regarding the
Reporters, the question is not so muech
one of increase of salary as of increase
of staff.

The Chairman: I may say that I have
looked into this matter very carefully.
If we get more staff, my own opinion is
that, during certain seasons of the year,
they have little work to do—

Dyr. Perera: Not in the future, Sir.
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The Chairman: At present, when we
are hard pressed, we even appeal to the
Senate and get their Reporters to help
them. Having looked into the maftter
carefully, I do not think that they can
have cause to grumble. We: are fully
gtaffed, and I think there are sufficient
Reporters. As you are aware, we have
now got two Sinhalese Reporters, and
they practically do nothing, except at
the time I allow an hon. Member to
speak in Sinhalese. What I do want
to say is that we have got in the Budget
this year an extra Rs. 5,000 to get at
least a couple of persons, not on the
permanent staff, but whenever,required,
for sub-editing the reports that are
issued by the Reporters. That work,
too, is being done by the Reporting Staff
now, and I feel that is far too much
work for them. As you are aware,
what takes place in the House today we
try to bring out tomorrow. All the sub-
editing is done by the Staff. So I have
asked for assistance of that nature, and
I am glad to say that the Treasury has
given us Rs. 5,000 for that purpose this
year. I believe the Hon. Minister of
Finance will tell the House the diffi-
culfies in the way of giving us all that
-we have asked for.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: May I
move my Amendment? I can speak on
my Amendment and the Amendments
that have been brought forward.

The Chairman: Amendments are
brought forward only to draw the attten-
tion of the House to certain matters.
Hon. Members are withdrawing all those
Amendments.

Sub-head 2.—Allowances to
Members, Rs. 547 ,200.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: 1T move,
““That the Vote be increased by
Rs. 4,512 in respect of sub-head 2.”

You have referred, Sir, to an increase
in the allowance paid to Members by
Rs. 25 a month, but after consultation
between the Prime Minister and myself,
we decided that, instead of paying each
Member Rs. 25 a month, it might be
better if we provided actual clerical
assistance

Dr, Perera: One for the Government
side and one for the Opposition?

3 AUGUST 1948
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The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: Not to
be allocated either to the Government
or to the Oppositien, but to be allocated
to all Members of the House. The
reason why we thought it better was
that the same amount- of work would
be placed on the Librarian of the
House. Further, Members may

i :

not

have typewriters and shorthand-typists

to do their work,
provide

and Rs. 25 would not
them with those facilities.

Once they come here, they will have the.

typewriters and the shorthand-typists.
We thought all Members would be
better served and that is why we
suggested this additional sum of
Rs. 4,512. '

The hon. Member for Ruwanwella
(Dr. Perera) has raised a very important
point to which you, Sir, have referred.
I do not know exactly what he means
when he says that the Vote of the
House of Representatives should be in-
dependent of the Government—the
Minister of Finance and the Treasury.
If he makes himself clearer, it may be
possible for Government to express their

B ah i it = |, e ol
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views on what he has said. But, as long =

as the Constitution is what it is, and the
Treasury and the Minister of Finance and
the Cabinet have got to decide finally as
to what matters should enter into the
Tstimates, I do not think we can abdi-
cate our functions.
conseience,

According to our
certainly, we have decided =

with 1ega1d to the matters that have

come up from the Hon. the Speaker.
We will adopt the procedure of persona.ll ¥
consulting him before coming to. a
decision.

2.30 .M.

In this instance, the Hon.
Minister and myself saw Mr.

Prime
Speaker

with regard to the suggestions that had

emanated from his office, and 1 think
it is with his agreement that we have
included in the Estimates matters that
now appear before hon. Members.

The hon. Member for Ruwanwella
would be quite right in what he says if
he puts into practice what he says. I
take it that the Senate is also an in-
tegral part of our Constitution, and as

loncr as it is so, I do not see how those

who are so keen on preserving the
rights and funections and powers of our
Constitution should seek to abolish the
Senate.

Dr. Perera: Why not?

-

32
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The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: That is
only one matter. B
I think the hon. Ménber’s point was
that the Speaker should be above the
influence of the Government. But,
surely, the Speaker must have some

furniture for his official residence. The
Government hds provided a sum of
Rs. 75,000 for your furniture, Mr.

Chairman, and here the very hon. Mem-
ber, who says that the Government
should have nothing to do with the
Votes proposed by the Speaker, is pro-
posing that the whole of the sum of
Rs. 75,000 be deleted.

Mr. Kumaraswamy: With a higher

motive.
The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: I do
not know what the motive is. It is

rather incongruous that the Hon, Mem-
ber should say that the Minister of
Finance and the Cabinet should have
nothing to do with matters concerning
the Hon. Speaker.

The Chairman: The hon. Member for
Ruwanwella said that the House
should have the right to
Motion of the Speaker,
else. That is the point.

not anybody

The Hon. Mr. "Jayewardene: That the
House should have the right?

" Dr. Perera: Yes, not the Cabinet.

Mpr. Kumaraswamy: The Hon. Min-

~ ister will have to withdraw what he
- said.

R L g

The Hon. Myr. Jayewardene: In other
words, it means that the Opposition
should have the right, but not the

Government.

Dr. Perera: No, the whole House.

. The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: To act

- without a Party.

The Chairman: The Speaker is above
Parties.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: I main-
tain that the effect of what the hon.
Member for Ruwanwella says, if it is
put into effect, is that the Opposition
will have the right to delere, but not
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the Government, because thg, Govern-
ment cannot bring in a 1\/[0131011 to re-
duce the Estimates, that it is only the
Opposition that can.

The Chairman: But any hon. Mem-
ber of the back-benches can.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: But
they cannot do it in opposition to the
Government. Anyway, I do not want
to discuss the matter. Until the hon.
Member for Ruwanwella gives us
notice of a specific Motion, or unless the
Constitution is changed, we have to per-
form our functions. Otherwise, the
first person to pull us up for giving the
Speaker  °° Mumtaz ' Mahal ', | or
Rs. 75,000 worth of furniture, would be
the hon. Member for Ruwanwella.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
There is one remark 1 would like to
make. I do not think there has been
any disagreement*or any dispute with
regard to the status of the Speaker or
any intention on the part of the
Government not to recognize his posi-
tion as Speaker. I feel that it is
necessary, as long as the Budget has got
to be presented by Government and they
have got to be responsible for it, and as
long as it forms a part of the one Ordi--
nance which, if thrown out, means the
dissolution of the House, that the Cabi-
net should have the right to decide
cerbain matters. If that right is taken
away and-a special law is provided, it
s a different matter. Supposing the
Speaker makes certain proposals which
are accepted by the Cabinet and the
House turns them down, what happens?

Mr. Kumaraswamy: Resign.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake‘:' E
And resign without any '

Dr. Perera: No.

The Hon. Mr. D. S Senanayake:
If there is resignation, the whole Gov-
ernment has to go. I am nob
against any law being enacted—as in
the case of the Governor-General's
salary—to protect anyone’s salary, nor
am I against any salary being fixed by
law. But as long ag the responsibility
is placed on the Cabinet to decide these:
questicns, it has to discuss the question


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

65 Appropriation Bill

of expenditure and indicate what the
difficulties are to the parties concerned.
as has been done in this instance with
the Hon. Speaker, and come to what
both parties consider, a reasonable
agreement.

Atter all, it is quite easy for us, when
we meet stenographers or librarians or
peons to be naturally symwpathetic to
them. And one would feel sympathe-
tic, specially when these people are
very attentive to us, and be disposed to
be very generous with Government
money. [ am not speaking of indivi-
duals; T am saying this

~ Mr, Dahanayake: Give them a living
 wage. _

‘The Hon. Mr,
I believe a living wage is a thing that
every Government servant expects, not
only these people. I think there must
be a sense of proportion. After all, we
ourselves sometimes consider that as we
are elected by the people, we are of a
higher status. It may be that some of
us may think that, since our-status has
- been raised, that the status of our ser-
vants and every one else must be raised
without any consideration of the salaries
paid to other people.

We must have a contented Public
Service as far as we could manage it.
This is not a dispute between the
Speaker and ourselves, and I can assure
the House that we have discussed the
proposals and placed before the Speaker
the difficulties we had, and he has him-
self explained to you what the trouble
was. That is all that I want to say. If
you want to have a law which enableg
the Speaker to fix salaries, that is quite
a different matter.

Dr. Perera:
position?

It will be remembered, as a matter
of fact, that all the officers we had in
the State Council were part of the
normal Government Service, in the
sense that the clerical servants formed
part of the Clerical Service and could
be transferred from station to station.
We separated them from that and es-
tablished a new service confined to the
House of Representatives. Why was
that done? This is the most important
democratic body in this country. Now,
that is true of all legislatures.

5——7T. N. 13491 (8/48)

May I explain the
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The position I am taking up is this,
that once the Speaker decides on the
question of salaries, the number of
people that are wanted, the nature of
service, and so on, it is not for the
Treasury to turn the proposals down.
That is my point, that if that is done,

the executive has more power than the
legislative body. The legislative body

must be independent of the ‘executive.
It is a vital principle that is involved.
It is for this House, when a proposal
comes forward—as a matter of fact, the

Vote for the House of Representatives

is no longer a Party matter, it is a
matter for the legislature as a whole—
to decide the question. That is nob
because it emanates from a non-Party
man.

The Hon. My, D. S. Senanayake:
Then the Government can vote against

it

Dr. Perera: Certainly, the Govern-
ment can vote against it just as much
as any back-bencher can vote for it.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardéne: The case

of the Senafe is the same.

Dr. Perera: I cannot understand the
Hon. Minister of Finance. He does
not understand simple logie.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: I cannot.

Dr, Perera: The Senate is on an en-
tirely different footing. The question of
whether this whole Government should
be run on a unicameral or bicameral
basis is a matter which should be decided
by this House, which is the final
authority. >

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
No.

Dr. Perera: That is why the question
does not arise. It is a matter of higher
policy . whether we should have one
Chamber or two Chambers.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: The
question does not arise on the Budget.

Dr. Perera: It is a fact that we cut
salaries. But that does not prevent the
Senate from sitting. They can still
continue “to sit if they want.
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Mr. H. Sri Nissanka (Kurunegala):
Without pay.

Dr. Persra: That question does not
arise.

The example given you was very im-
portant. The Speaker thought that
giving clerical asgsistance to hon. Mem-
bers by the provision of two clerks would
not meet the purpose, because 101 mem-
bers would go and pester these two men
at all times of the day. How many
letters ean they write? How many items
" of correspondence—there are various re-
ports of Committees to be distributed;
amendments to the Budget, for instance
—and other matters could these two
people attend to? It would be uftterly
1mpossible for two people to do that
work. As against that, if the proposal
you put forward was accepted—and
there are various groups—the various
groups could have. pooled the allowance
and appointed their own eclerk—7 or 8
Members to have one eclerk. From the

point of view of Members, this would be .

cheaper.

Mr. Kumaraswamy: And sensible and
practical.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
Why not ask for an increased allowance,
Rs. 600 to 700?

Dr. Perera: That is right. That is
one way of tackling this question, and
it is for the House to decide. It is
likely that it will emanate from the
Speaker, who is the correct authority. I
~ hope the position is fairly clear to the
Hon. Minister of Finance. I do not
want the Government to sit in judgment
and veto proposals emanating from the
Speaker of this House; that should be
done by this House and nobody else.
That is the principle.

If you will permit me, there is one
point which the Hon. Prime Minister
raised. He said that since there was no
law—it may be true that there is no
law at the moment, but there is no
(rovernment that has not copied tradi-
tion; even the Socialists of England have
copied tradition and maintained it—
nothing could be done. But why cannot
we maintain that principle and copy
“tradition?
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The Hon, Mr. Jayewardene: The

British Constitution is different.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayalge:
Do you want the British or the Russian
method?

Dr. Perera: The Hon. Prime Minister

is. not prepared to accept Russian
tradition. He wishes to have British
tradition. T.et us have 1it.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:

L.eave it to us.

The Chairman: Does the ]Jon.
Member withdraw his Amendment?

Mudaliyar Ebrahim: Yes.

Question, “ That the Vote be increas-
ed by Rs. 4,512 in respect of sub-head
27, put, and agreed to.

Sub-head 'J_-.—Sf.»:'l.f;_'o-n.e-ry. office furniture
and office requisites. Rs. 16,000.

The Hon, Mr. Jayewardene: I move,

““ That the Vote be increased by
Rs. 1,000 in respect of sub-head 4 .

I see that the hon. Member for Matu-

gama thinks it is unnecessary and wants

the amount provided in the HEstimates
reduced,

Mr, Wilmot A. Perera: Cannot we
save on this item in regard te the
printing of the Orders of the Day?

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: What are
you going to print these things on?

Mr. Wilmot A. Perera: Paper obvi-
ously. Can we not reduce the amount
on printing? _

I move, ** That the Vote be reduced,
by Rs. 1,000 in respect of sub-head 4 *’,

The Chairman: As regards that
question, I wish to say that I have had
various letters from Members about the
inadequacy of the stationery that is
issued to them at present. I know that,
in the case of certain Members, they
write about 200 or 300 letters a montH,
and that for the considerable amount
of work they do the stationery issued
to them is not enough. A number of
complaints have been made to  the
House!Committee, and we decided that
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for the moment the same amount of

stationery should be given, and that if
any hon. Member required anything
further we would be willing to grant it
on application.

Dr. Perera: The hon. Member for
Matugama is not raising that question.
I think we are all agreed that there is
- really a lot of difficulty where stationery

is concerned. I find it difficult to get
small envelopes and small letter heads.

I think the hon. Member for Matu-
gama has raised another question about
the Orders of the Day with which I do
not agree. There are many Orders of
the Day printed. But that ig a different
matter.

Mpr. Sri Nissanka: As far ag envelopes
are concerned, there is no gum on the
flap.

The Hon. Mr. D. S, Senanayake:
That is questioning the Speaker.

Dr. Perera: This House is entitled
to question the Government.

The Chairman: Does the hon.
Member for Matugama withdruw his
Amendment?

Mr. Wilmot A. Perera Yes.

Question, ‘“ That the Vote be increas-
ed by Rs. 1,000 in respect of sub-head
4 "’ put, and agreed to.

Sub-head 5.-—Expenses of Committees,
dc., Rs. 10,000.

Mr. Kumaraswamy: I move, “ That
the Vote be reduced by Rs. 5 in respect
of sub-head 5 ’’. There iz a Committee
known as the Petitions Committee.
That is a standing joke, for the simple
reason

The Chairman: 1 think that is a
reflection on that Committee. The hon.
Member must withdraw that remark.

Mr. Kumaraswamy: I withdraw it.
But I wish to state that T never intended
to cast aspersions on the personnel of
the Committee, which is composed of
men of high cahbre and

The Chairman: To term a Committee
a joke is not right.

3 AUGUST 1948
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The Hon. Sir J. Kofelawala: A joke
is a serioug thing!

2.45 p.m,

Mr. Kumaraswamy: When a petition
is submitted to that Committee, what
happens is, as happened the other day,
a statement is issued to us to the effect
that the petition was considered and
that it may be referred to a particular

Minister. Surely, the petitioner ecan
forward the petition. direct to the
Minister?

The Chairman: The hon. Member is

out of Order:in reflecting on the findings
of a. Committee. If he wishes to say
anything about the findings of a Com-
mittee, “he must do so b‘y way of sub-
%tantne Motion. I  cannot allow
criticism of the work of a Committee.

Mr. Kumaraswamy :
whether it is necessary
Committee to meet at all.

The point is
for this

The Chairman: I might say that in
these matters petitions are sent to this
House only as a last resort, when people
cannot get relief from anybody else.
Otherwise, there is no need for petition-
ing this Housge. The Committee go
through a petition, and they find that
certain action has been taken while
there is certain further action which
might be taken by a Minister.

Mr. Kumaraswaniy: That is exactly
my point, that the Ministers have not
taken certain action.

The Chairman: That is why we refer
the petition to the Minister.

Mr. Kumaraswamy: The people who
should be blamed are the Ministers.

The Chairman: The Committee have
no-executive power to look into any alle-

gations made in a petition. So we send
it to the authority concerned. When
this House refers a matter to a Minister,
unlike a petition sent direct by a person,
I am sure the Minister will give due

consideration to the petltmn sent by the
House.

Mr. Kumaraswamy: T hope
Ministers will act on that advice.

the
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[Mr. Kumaraswamy. ]

The next point I wish to mention is
the undue delay that occurs in publishing
cerfain reports, I refer particularly to
the Report of the Budget Leakage Com-
mittee. The Committee was appointed
to inquire into the leakage of Budget
secrets of last year, and it would have
been in the best interests of the country
if that particular Report had been issued
beforg the introduction of the Budget
this year. Unfortunately, hon. Members
did not have the benefit of the views
expressed by the Members of that
Committee before the introduction of
the present Budget, as a result of delay
in publishing the Report.

The Chairman: I might mention that
there was no delay whatsoever. As the
proceedings of the Committee were
going on, the matter was set up in type
and we had the Report brought out
directly the Committee reported.

Mr. Kuma.raswamy: I am glad to
hear that from you, Sir.
I, withdraw my Amendment.

Sub-head 11.—Furniture and TUNNING
expenses of ‘‘ Sravasti *’, Club and

Hostel for Members of Parliament,
Rs. 50,000.

Mr, Kumaraswamy: I move, ‘‘ That
the Vote be reduced by Rs. 5 in respect
of sub-head 11 *’.

I find, Sir, that ‘“ Sravasti ”’ is being
converted into a' dormitory, and when I
dropped in there one day I found four
Disavas packed in one room. There is
no doubt that you are concerned with
the interests and welfare of Members.
and I feel that a hostel provided for
Members of this House should have all
the necessary facilities and amenities,
and that four or five Members should not
be packed into one room to share it
with a Member who would be snoring
loud. [Laughter]. T would request
hon. Members not to treat this matter
lightly,- because I am one of those
vietims driven out of ‘‘ Sravasti ”’ by
snoring.

Then, Sir, I remember there was a
suggestion—I hope you will correct me
if T am wrong—of providing a convey-
ance = between  this House  and
““ Sravasti *’.  So far no conveyance has
been provided, and T hope that steps
will be taken to provide one soon.
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Another point is that the charges at
““ Sravasti *’ are fairly high. I was in-
formed by Members who had to foot the
bill last week that the charges were
high.

I hope you will look into these matters
and see that these facilities are provided.

The Hon., Sir J. Kotelawala: Is it
possible to have separate dormitories,
one for Disavas and one for law
students?

Mr. Kumaraswamy: There should be
a special room for benighted Knights.

Mr. Dahanayake: I feel that we are
spending far too much on ‘ Sravasti ’’.
We should set the example of plain
living and high thinking, I feel the
cost of equipment has been far too
much, and we would have been satis-
fied with furniture and equipment that
was more modest. Members never
asked for luxury quarters, and I do hope
the Government will not make the
mistake of making ‘‘ Sravasti ”’ luxury
quarters.

~

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
I think there was an application for a
litt. T do not know whether the
Member is withdrawing that application.

Mr. Dahanayake.: We, Members of
the Opposition, have much more im-
portant things to do, and valuable time
spent in climbing a large number of
stairs can be saved. If you go and.
look at the place, you will see that it
looks like g dreamy palace, ~only

matched by the splendour and brilliance
of *“ Mumtaz Maha] *’. '

The Chairman: T.est hon. Members
should get g wrong impression, may I
say the furniture supplied to ‘‘ Sra-
vasti ' is furniture made locally by
Government depots and chiefly by the
Prison Department? We did not buy a
single bit of furniture from outside. So
that the furniture is mot so elegant as
the hon. Member for Galle tried to

It is' true that there is a

new coat of polish or paing on the furni-

ture and the turniture 1o

I hope hon. Membeys who inhabit the
place will keep the furniture nice.
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As regards snoring, I do not know
whether it is a reflection on hon. Mem-
bers, but I would say that if any hon.
Members are disturbed by the snoring
of others, there are single rooms on the
ground floor where they can sleep
without being disturbed.

Mr. A. Reginald Perera: They are said
to be haunted.

The Chairman: I am sure hon. Mem-
‘bers are clever enough to drive away all
ghosts.

As regards a conveyance, it is my in-
tention to apply for one later on, but,
a8 things are, 1 must inform the House
that we are running. ‘‘ Sravasti”’ at a
loss. Though hon. Members spoke of
high charges, T would tell them that last
month we did not get sufficient money
to pay -the salaries of the staff of
" Sravasti .

Mr. A. Reginald Perera:

predicted that.

We

" The Chairman: I do not mind run-
ing it at a small loss, and T am sure the
Government will not mind running it at
a small loss, but not at a big loss, be-
cause there must be certain con-
veniences provided for Members who
come from outstations. If T find
" Sravasti ©’ well patronized, T shall
then consider the question of providing
8 conveyance. Until then, I am afraid,
I cannot increase the staff or recommend
the installation of a lift or ask for any
other amenities. :

If hon. Members will look at the mat-
ter very carefully, without exaggeration,
they will find that they get the bare
necessities of life and no luxuries
whatsoever. '

We have been fortunate enough to get
a gentleman on Rs. 100 a month to run
that place when he is worth over
Rs. 1,000 a month. By special request
he has agreed to come and look after
the place. You cannot get a person
like that for less than Rs. 1,500 a
month. T know that he was paid
Rs. 2,000 in a Colombo hotel.

I hope hon. Members will patronize
the place more and that the hon. Mem-
ber for Galle will induce his Friends of
the Opposition to patronizeDithesplade
more.

3 AUGUST 1948
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Dr. Perera: The only reason why I
gave notice of my Amendment to reduce
the vote by Rs. 50,000 was that the
same amount was provided last year.

The Chairman: Practically the whole
of that vote has been exhausted. There
is a sum of about Rs. 4,000 left, and
that is sufficient to enable us to run the
place till September.

Dr. Perera: In other words, you want
Rs. 100,000 for ‘‘ Sravasti . '

The Chairman: No. Rs.
wanted as running expenses for next
year. We want to get a grant from

Government of Rs. 50,000, which they

have consented to give, so that we can
run °‘ Sravasti *’ on that vote and

credit the revenue we get to that vote..

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: When

am I to move the amendments to the
legend?

The Chairman: It is not necessary to
move the amendments to the legend.
That statement has been tabled for

- u - t
information.

Another reason why I asked for a

grant was that I thought there might

be legal implications, and someone might
say that there was a contract between
an hon. Member and Government. To
obviate that I asked for a grant.

Hon, Members are
their Amendments?

not . pressing

Mr. Kumaraswamy: No.

Dr. Perera: No.

Sub-head 14.—Purchase of furniture and
equipment for official residence of
Speaker, Rs. 75,000.

Dr. Perera: Fmove, ‘ That the Vote
be reduced by Rs. 75,000 in, respeet of
sub-head 14 .

The Hon. Mpr.

D. 8. Senanayake:
Withdraw!

Dr. Perera:

I do not know why T
should be

asked to withdraw thig
Amendment. There is nothing wrong in
opposing'o something. I move this
Amendment as a matter of principle.

a

50,000 is

TR ST N e ey

e WA Y T
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st T8 gt R b Ry
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We do not feel that the country should
be called upon to pay for furnishing and
equipping the redidence of the Speaker.
That is the position we take up, and that
is the only reason why I move this
Amendment. There is mno personal
reflection on you, Sir.

The Chairman: Not at all.

Dp. Perera: It is purely as a matter
of principle that T move the Amendment.
You will remember that, last year, we
were opposed to the taking over of *° Sra-
vasti © on the same ground. We
thought it too expensive, and, as a
matter of fact, we suggested that a
gsection of the Hehelon Barracks, which
is close to this House, may be leased
out. On the same basis we are not dis-
posed to spending Rs. 75,000 for the
purpose of furnishing and equipping the
official residence of the Speaker. That
is the position we take up.

Mpr. Dahanayake: It strikes me that
some of the improvements may be of a
permanent nature. Therefore, I would
like to know whether the Government
has any intention of purchasing this
property.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
There is nothing here about purchasing.

Mpr. Dahanayake: The improvements
you try to introduce through this vote
may be of a permanent nature.

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: Such
as? s
Mr. Dahanayake: Structural altera-

tions to the building.

~ The Chairman; I might say that this
vote has been allowed to remain in error.
I applied for Rs. 75,000 for equipment
plus a certain amount for acquisition of
the whole premises. The Government
surned down the proposal to acquire the
house this year, but they allowed this
vote of Rs. 75,000 for equipment to
remain in error. Such a large sum is
not necessary, and I would be perfectly
satisfied if there was a small sum like
Rs. 5,000, for purchase of equipment,
such as the replacement of curtains, and
so on. Such a large sum,is not neces-
sary unless the building is acquired; and
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the furniture which is there, which is

worth about a lakh of rupees, is
purchased.
The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:

There were two items; one for the pur-
chase of furniture, and the other for
purchasing the house. The latter was
deleted.

Dr. Perera: May I move an Amend-
ment to reduce the vote to Rs. 5.000?

The Hon, Sir J. Kotelawala: Not the
Opposition.

The Chairman: I suggested it.

5.0 p.M,

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
Would my hon. Friend withdraw the
Amendment? 3

The Chairman: I invite the Hon.
Minister of Finance to do it.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
The hon. Member is for deleting the
item of Rs. 75,000.

Dr. Perera: On the explanation of
the Hon. Speaker, I am prepared to
amend my Amendment; that is, to
reduce the figure by Rs. 70,000. If you
think that 1s going to affect your
personal prestige, I do not mind it.

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: When
this question came up, once with regard
to Loan Funds and again here, it was
indicated to us that the house of the
Hon. Speaker had to be furnished. If
that furniture is removed today by the
owner of the house, the house will have
to be re-furnished. In such an event,
money would have to be obtained to
purchase new furniture. If the house
is to be taken on with the furniture,
then it is our duty to see that this
amount is reduced. Therefore, at your
request, Sir, we suggest reducing the
amount. We do not want the Opposi-
tion to move a reduction, because it
was at your request that we put the

‘1tem in the Estimateg.

-,-The Ghaiman: The Hon. Minister of
Finance might move the reduction of

the dosub-head from R .
Rs."5.000. 8. 75,000 to
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The Hon. Mpyr. Jayewardene: I am
not prepared to move the reduction of
the sub-head. Let it be in the Isti-
mates, and if it is not wanted, it will
not be spent.

Dr. Perera: That is not the correct
procedure to follow.

Mr. Amarasuriya: I do not think
there is any point in purchasing the
furniture if the house is not to be
acquired. The furniture should be
acquired with the house. I do not
think the present owner of the house
will remove the furniture, because the
rent has been fixed on the footing that
the furniture will be available to you.

The Chairman: Supposing the owner
takes the house back, he would take
the house and the furniture.

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala:
there would be no furniture.

Then

Mpr. Amarasuriya: We can come for a
Supplementary Vote at any time.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: T do not
like that.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
There is no final decision with regard
to the acquiring of that property.

The Chairman: That is what I said.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
It may be that, during the course of the
year, we may have to acquire the pro-
perty, so it might be necessary for us
to have this money.

The Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike: Tet the
money remain where it is.

The Chairman: Yes.

Mr. Dahanayake: What is the present
position? Much of the talk has taken
place in whispers.

The Chairman: The present position
is that the Government states that it
may be able to start proceedings for the
purchase of the property before long
this year. In that case the Rs. 75,000
must be here. That is why the value
of the furniture is shown here. We are
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not spending any money. But, in case
the house is taken away from the
Speaker, then the Government will have
to give the Speaker a house.
Dr. Perera: Will not the whole
amount come from Loan Funds?

The Chairman: No, it will not come
from l.oan Funds.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
If this money is not required this year,
we will not spend it. It is only in case
it becomes necessary that we should
like to have it; otherwise we will be put
to a great deal of inconvenience when
the money is actually wanted.

The Chairman: Only a sumn of
Rs. 8,000 or Rs. 4,000 will be necessary.

The vote might remain on the under-
standing that only a sum of about
Rs. 4,000 will be spent.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
Yes.

Question, ‘*That the sum | of
Rs. 1,224,827 for Head 6, Vote No. 1,
be inserted in the Schedule, >’ put, and
agreed to.

Head 6, Vote 1, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule. ;

Head 7.—Judicial Service Commission

Vote No. 1.—Salaries and Expenses of -
the Judicial Service Commission,
Rs. 65,161.

Sub-head 1.—Personal Emoluments,
Rs. 50,561.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: I move,
““ That the Vote be inereased by Rs. 840
in respect of sub-head 1, item, ° Clerks—
General Clerical Service. ’ '

This money is required for extra
clerks.

Dr. Perera: That would not preclude
us from raising a few questions on this
sub-head. I am subject to your Ruling,
but, Sir, there has been a certain
amount of disquiet in this country over
the resignation of the Secretary of the
Judicial Service Commission. There
have been certain miseivings that every-
thing is not all right in the Judicial Ser-
vice Commission. I would like, if it is
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possible, for the hon. Parliamentary Sec-
retary to the Hon. Minister of Justice,
to make a statement as to the position
of the working of the Judicial Service
Commission. It has been stated that
the Seecretary of the Judicial Service
Commission, who resigned: and went
back to the Bench, I think,—and now
apparently he is on leave—did so be-
cause of differences of policy, or be-
cause of the manner in which the Judi-
cial Service Commission functions. T
should like to have some information
from the hon. Parliamentary Secretary
with regard to the actual position created
by the resignation of the Secretary of the
Judicial Service Commission.

The Hon, Mp. D. S. Senanayake:
Before the hon. Parliamentary Secretary
answers the question, there -is one
thing that I should like to mention.
That is that the Judicial Service Com-
mission is an independent body. Tt is a
body that has been created under our
law, and it is that Commission itself that
chooses its Secretary to serve on it. As
far as we are concerned, we have not
- heard any rumours that there has been
- a quarrel between the Judicial Service
Commission and its Secretary.

Dr. Perera: It may have been with
the Hon. Minister of Justice.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
No, we have not heard anything about
it. I cannot understand what my hon.
Friend wants to know. If there was any
‘quarrel, it must have been between the
Judicial Service Commission and the
Secretary.

The Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike: As far
88 we are aware, there 1s no difference.
- All is well with the rest of the world.

Dr, Perera: Will the hon. Parlia-
mentary Secretary be in a position to
- state whether the Secretary of the Judi-
cial Service Commission resigned on a
difference or a question of policy between
the Hon. Minister of Justice and the
Secretary?

Mr. G. R. de Silva: Certainly not,
~ because the Secretary -of the Judicial
Service Commisgsion is appointed by that
Commision and they are responsible to
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the Ministry. As a matter of fact, the
Hon. Minister of Justice has certain -
functions which he performs, while the
Judicial Service Commission has en-
tirely different funetions to perform, It
is so constituted that they are
independent of each other.

Mr. T. B. Subasinghe (Bingiriya):
Can the hon. Parliamentary Secretary
explain why the Secretary of the Com-
mission was transferred after such a
short period of service? A

Mr. G. R. de Silva: It wag only at
his request. . The Secretary of the
Commission resigned and went back as
Magistrate. = We are not aware of what
has happened, because it is a matter
entirely outside our scope.

The Chairman: He is on leave now.

Mr. Kumaraswamy: I should like to
ask a question on this sub-head.

The Hon. Mpr. rGoonesinha: What is

the question?

The Chairman: I do not think the
hon. Member can raise a question of
policy, because there is nobody to de-
fend the Judicial Service Commission.
But on the question of salaries, the hon.
Member may raise questions.

Mr. Kumaraswamy: I am referring
to the question of acting appointments.

The Chairman: That is a question of
policy.
Mr. Kumaraswamy: At what stage

can I raise that question?

The Chairman: The hon. Member
will remember that nothing can be
done with regard to the administration of

. Justice except by way of a substantive

Motion. It cannot be done by -an
Amendment or in any other wav.

Mr. Kl_lmaraswamy: I find that the
Hon. Minister of Justice has made
certain appointments.

The Hon. Mr. D,

S. Senanayake:
What appointments? A

Mr. Kumaraswamy: Actin appoint-
ments. S
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The Chairman: No, it it the Judicial
Service Commission that makes such
appointments.

Mr. Kumaraswamy: If I am right,
the Hon. Minister- of Justice told me
that all these appointments are made
under powers delegated to the Secretary
of the Commission.

Mr. G. R. de Silva: In the case of
acting appointments, the power is vested
in the Minister, but he has delegated
that power to the Secretary of the
Judicial Service Commission.

Mr. Kumaraswamy: -1 think you will
allow me to continue now what I
have to say on the question of acting
appointments. Actually, the power is
vested in the Hon. Minister. With re-
gard to acting appointments, what I
was trying to say was this.-

The Chairman: The hon. Member may
~ bring that question up when we come to
the votes of the Minister of Justice.

Mr. Kumaraswamy: Yes, I shall do
that.

The ~ Chairman:

Will the Hon.
Minister of Finance move his next

Amendment?

Question, ** That the Vote be increased
by Rs. 840 in respect of sub-head 1,
item * Clerks—General Clerical
Service ,"" put, and agreed to.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: I move,
“* That the Vote be increased by Rs. 63
in respect of sub-head 1, item °° Rent
Allowance. * ”’

‘Question put accordingly, and agreed
to.

Question, ‘“ That the sum of
Rs. 66,064 for Head 7, Vote No. 1, be
inserted in the Schedule *’, put, and

agreed to.

Head 7, Vote 1, as amended. ordered
to stand part of the Schedule.

Head 8.—Public Service Commission

Vote No. 1.—Salaries and Ezpenses of
the Office of the Public Service
Commission, Rs. 148,100.

Dr. Perera: We are in a bit of a
difficulty. I do not know what really
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is the position. Apparently, the Pub- -
lic Service Commission is independ-
ent, but I should think there should be
some provision by which elected Mem-
bers of this House would have an oppor-
tunity of expressing certain doubts
about appointments they have and draw-
ing the attention of the Public Service
Commission to them. We think there
may be mistakes that they have made.

The Hon. Mr, Jayewardene: On a
point of Order, is the hon. Member
entitledsto speak on this matter, because

he has not mentioned the exact item

with which he wants to deal? He
merely says, °° That the Vote be re-
duced by Rs. 10 with regard to sub-head
1,”” which refers to Personal Emolu-
ments. He can speak on my Motion if
he wishes to speak.

Dr. Perera: If you will permit me,
Sir

The Chairman: Iet the Hon.
Minister move his Amendment.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: I move
the following Amendments: ‘° That the
Vote be reduced by Rs. 6,000, in
respect of sub-head 1, item Assistant
“ Secretary, P.S.C. ete.'”’

" That the Vote be reduced by
Rs. 450 in respect of sub-head 1, item
* Rent Allowance ’.”’ ;

The Public Service Commission
needs an Assistant Secretary at present.

3.15 p.m.

Dr. Perera: I am placing this matter
before the House for its consideration,
because 1 am one of those who are very
reluctant to interfere with appointments
whatsoever. Even during the time of
the last State Council, we strongly
resented the power that the Executive
Committees had, but there are occasions,
however, when I think that we, as
elected Members, should have the right
to get certain wrongs redressed, and that
we should be in a position to state that
the independent body you have estab-
lished is going wrong here, and that they
should correct it—by way rather of
getting the Public Service Commission
to appreciate the point of view of the
public. After all, our duty is to make
every Government Department feel the
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tull impact of their actions on the public.
Therefore, we, as representing the
publie, must be in a position to put in
that point of view. That is the position
that I would like to place before the
House.

I have two or three appointments in
mind where certain doubts have been
expressed by various members of the
public, and I feel that there is' some
justification.

- The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
Might I rise to a point of Order?
I am wondering whether the general
question of whether the Public Service
Commission should continue or should
have these powers, could be discussed
here. I do not think that, as long as
that is an independent body and remains
outside the control of politicians, any
reference to it could be made here, or
instances cited or any criticism made on
any individual cases.

The Chairman: The hon. Member
was not criticizing the Public Service
Commission.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
It was at that point when the hon.
Member stated that he had three or
four cases in mind that 1 rose to a point
of Order.

“Dr. Perera: 1 did not specifically
mention anyone. All that I am express-
ing is that there are certain misgivings
—1I do not know. 1 should like to throw
out a suggestion, whether they should
not provide some means by which those
misgivings could be seftled by the Public
Service Commission. I, for one, would
like to place that point of view before
the Government, whether it is not
desirable that the Legislature should be
given this right of making certain eriti-
cisms and, if necessary, even to suggest
amending the Ordinance. That is for
the Government to decide.

"I am entirely in favour of letting no
elected Member have any hand or finger
~in the pie of appointments. T am pre-
pared to accept that on the same basis
as I supported the I..G.S.C. But, still,
I think that it is desirable that we, the
elected Members, should have a chance
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of placing our point of view where we
think certain mistakes have been com-
mitted. That is the point I shoulg e
to place before the House. I am not
going to say anything more.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
All that I want to say is this. Now
that we have constituted this body, let

‘usg give it a trial and see whether it is

advisable for us to continue this inde-
pendent Public Service Commission or to
abolish it. Of course, in any new thing
that is to be tried out, there ig always a
desire for change. Now I remember,
for instance, in the morning my good
Friend, the hon. Third Member for
Colombo Central saying that politicians
should not have anything to do with
public servants but that a body should
be created for the purpose, and now that
a body has been created they say, *‘ Let
us have a change

Dr., Perera: I am not suggesting a
change.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
Human desire being what it is, it is
always eager for a change. After all, it
i1s a weakness of human beings. So all
that T ask is, why not give it a chance?

Mr. Dahanayake: Sir, I want to raise
another matter, that is, the functions of
this Commission, and the manner in
which those functions are exercised are
a matter of grave concern and anxiety
to all members of the Public Servige.
Under the old regime, when a member of
the Public Service was dismissed by the
Head of his Department, he had a right
of appeal to the Chief Secretary. and
if he failed to obtain redress, he there-
upon had a right of appeal to the Gover-
nor; and if he failed to obtain redress
through the Governor, he had a right ef
appeal to the Secretary of State for the
Colonies. Now, under the new regime,
the position is not clear. -

I have in mind certain instances in
which publie servants with genuine grie-
vances, instances in which public
servants had been digmissed, have sought
in vain to get the hearing of the publie
Service Commission. Today if the Head
of a Department dismisses a public ser-
vant, that public servant appeals in the
first  instance to  the Permanent
Secretary, and thereafter, if the
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Permanent Secretary is not prepared to
grant that public servant redress he
makes his final appeal to the Public
Service Commission.

I want to stress this,-Mr. Chairman,
that inasmuch as the four sources to
which an appeal could have been made
have been reduced to three, greater care
and diligence should be exercised by the
Public Service Commission, particularly
in regard to dismissals. It has, how-
ever, been my unfortunate experience to
come across cases in which the Public
Service Commission has merely sent the
formal reply, ‘° The Commission is un-
able to intervene ’. 1 am quoting the
very words of the Secretary of the
Commission—'‘ the  Commission 18
unable to intervene

Then, Sir, under those circumstances,
to whom is there an appeal? To God
Almighty, Mzr. Chairman? If an
aggrieved public servant has failed to
obtain redress through the Permanent
Secretary and is told by the Commission
that the Commission is unable to
intervene, what is he to do?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
Under what circumstances was he told
that?

Mr. Dahanayake: He was dismissed,
Mr. Chairman. He made an appeal
against the Head of his Department to
the Permanent Secretary—I will give
more details of this instance—and the
Permanent Secretary turned it down.
He made a second appeal to the Per-
manent Secretary, and the Permanent
Secretary held an inquiry and that Per-
manent Secretary was pulled up by the
- Public Service Commission for arrogating
to himself the powers of the Publie
Service Commission. Thereafter this
aggrieved public servant appealed to the
Public Service Commission, and the
reply he received was that “‘the Public
Service Commission is unable to
intervene ’

I have related the details of this case
in order to indicate to the Government,
the very fearful consequences that may
arigse, if the procedure that a dismissed
public servant has got to pursue is not
made clear, Today there is greater
chance, 1 say, of vietimisation of public

servants through dismissal than there -

was under the old regime.Many @
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public servant has made an appeal to a

Minister, only to he told, ‘ I have
nothing to do in the matter -, and 1
know of public servants who have

written to the Public Service Commis-
sion, asking it, ‘‘ Can I be allowed to
be represented before the Commission
by a lawyer or by some friend who will
place the facts of my case more lucidly
than I have been able to place in my
petition *'. Even that request has been
turned down. -

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: What is
it that you suggest?

Mr. Dahanayake: I ask whether the
Public Service Commission, ag it fune-
tions today, has become a law unto itself,
a Star Chamber? There is certainly a
danger that it is ‘gradually developing
itself into a Star Chamber of the worst
type, and T earnestly appeal to the hon.
Members of the Government to take
precautionary measures to see that that
does not happen.

The Hon, Mr. Jayewardene: How can

we do 1t?

Mpr. Dahanayake: I do not want to
interfere at all with that august body
called the Public Service Commission.
It is not that that I am asking for.
What we ask is that the public servant
who hag a grievance should have the
normal channels of redress, and that at
each stage he hould be permitted to
place his case as fully as he possibly can
before the proper authority. That has
now been denied ‘to him.

I know of several instances, and 1
must tell the Hon. Prime Minister that
even Members of the Government
Front Benches have, in their more luecid
intervals, admitted fo some of ug that
this body cannot always go the way it
is going mow, but that there should be
a check on its autocratic career.

These remarks of mine, Mr. Chair-
man, are of a general nature. 1 appeal
to the Hon. Prime Minister to go into
the question carefully to see that the
lot of the public servant, particularly in
regard to dismissals, is not made any
harder now than it was before. f

- The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
My suggestion to hon. Members is this:
if  they, would introduce a substantive
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Motion in this House to abolish the
Publiec Service Commission, well, we
might consider it. I feel that, as long
ag there is a Public Service Commission,
we must maintain its independence. It
is not the intention of Government
either to interfere or to curtail in any
way the independence of  this
Commission as long as it exists.

With regard to the remarks made by
my hon. friend with regard to an appeal
made by a public servant to the Public
Service Commission receiving the reply,
" We arve mobt in a position to inter-
vene ', I do not know whether it could
be the same case that I became aware
of. As far as I am aware, there was
a person or there was more than one per-
son who had been dismissed long ago
from the service. I can remember
one person in particular who was dis-
meissed from the- Public Service about
12 years ago.

Mr. Dahanayake: These are recent
cases.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
They were dismissed about 12 years
ago, and they appealed to the Public
Service Commission for reinstatement.
Well, of course, the Public Service
Commission, when they received that
appeal, wrote back to say that
they could not intervene. After all,
~ these people were dismissed from the
service long before the Public Service
Commission came into being, and as
such they had no authority over those
people who were not in the Public Ser-

vice or who may have a claim to have
~been in the Public Service. I do not
know whether my good friend wants the
Public Servants to have the same right
as they had before to appeal to the
Secretary of State. After all, the right
of appeal to the Secretary of State was
a matter which we did away with, be-
cause we did not want to have those
people over us and because we felt that
- we could manage our own affairs with-
out either the Secretary of State or
His Majesty the King interferring. So
why should the hon. Member complain
now?

Mr. Dahanayake: The point of my
remarks has been misunderstood. What
I said was, that T am more concerned
with the question of dismissals and dis.
ciplinary action, particularly dizmissals
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than with the question of appointments.
L quite agree in regard to appointments,
all that we should do is to lay down the
general policy, but that we should not
interfere at all as to whether s
“Y” or ““Z" gets the job. We are
only concerned with questions of general
policy. But now in regard to dismis-
sals, we have got to see that every pub-
lic servant is given the fullest oppor-
tunity to free himself from: any charge
that is made against him. My grievance
18 that it is not possible to do so under
the present regime. For instance, a
dismissed Public Servant, dismissed
very recently appealed to the Public
Service Commission in a petition of
normal length and said, ** May I bring
somebody with me, a friend or lawyer,
to point out the facts of my case more
lucidly than I have been able to do in
this petition ’? That simple request
was turned down. Why should such a
request be turned down? If anything,

- it should be the desire of this Commis-

sion to give every dog a chance and,
if possible, help the lame dog over
the stile, if the facts warrant such
assistance being given.

It must not be
public servant who is distnissed de-
serves his  dismissal. I think, we
should act the other way, that a
Public Servant who is dismissed de-
serves to have stayed on until something
very clearly has been proved against
bhim and that he should be helped on to
get out of that difficulty. Today the
Public Service Commission sits in its
room and refuses to interview anybody,
and it makes decisions, perhaps, with-
out reading through the files. T am in-
formed reliably, Mer. Chairman, that all
the files are not carefully read and that
the Public Service Commission considers
it a sort of an unpardonable sin to vary
the order of a Permanent Secretary or
the Head of 4 Department. That
should not be the spirit in which a Com.-
mussion should work. The Commission
should investigate each case that comes
before it de nowvo. That is the sort of
work that we demand of this Commis-
sion, and all that T agk the Prime Min-
ister is to look carefully into the com.
plaint. T do not charge the Commission
with any heinous crime, but T say that
fzhe present tendency s for it to dev.elop
itself into a Star Chamber, |

assumed that a
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3.30 p.M. .

Mpr, Kanagaratnam: Arising out of the
remarks of the Hon. Prime Minister,
‘may I ask him one question to make
one point clear? TIf I understood him
correctly, he stated that officers, who
were dismissed before the constitution
of the present Public Service Commis-
“sion, had no right now to make further
representations to the Public Service
Commission in regard to their dismis-
sal. T thought that under the old
Constitution there were several officers
who, after years of dismissal, were re-
instated when the full facts were
investigated. I have a number of
cases in view where officers were dis-
missed before the new Constitution
came into effect. They want
cases to be submitted to the Public
Service Commission for reconsideratison.
Am T right in assuming that such cases
will not be entertained by the Public
Service Commission?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
I only gave my interpretation of the
functiong of the Public Service Commis-
sion, but T do not know what the law
is. I believe that the Public Service
Commission has.to deal with the Public
Serviece as it is constituted now, and
that they can only admit or transfer
officers in the service, but not deal with
the cases of officers who might have
been in the Service long ago. It is
. quite possible that, if dismissed officers
apply to be re-admitted into the Public
Service, the Commission may consider
their claim. I am only giving my
interpretation of the Commission’s
functions” for what it is worth. Tf the
Public Service Commission is asked to
review all the cases of people who had
been dismissed from the Public Service,
I am inclined to think that another
Public Service Commission will have to
be set up, because there will be so manvy
appeals. :

Mr: Kanagaratnam: There
number of cases like that.

are &

Mr. Martensz: The hon. Member for
Galle said that his information was
that members of the Public Service

Commission do mnot read carefully
through the files. That strikes me as
a very serious charge against the

members of the Commission, and it is
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something that perhaps requires investi-
gation. I do not know from where the
hon. Member got his information, but it
strikes me that there must be something
wrong somewhere. T can hardly believe
that such a thing can happen. If my
hon. Friend will pardon my saying so, it
is a very wild gtatement.

Mr. Dahanayake: I made the state-

ment in all seriousness bhecause I had

to help a few officers. The file was
very huge and the Public Service Com-
mission, I am sure, would never have
waded through all that material unless
the poor officer was allowed to *ake
somebody to make representations on his

behalf.

Under the old regime, if a Govern-
ment servant was dismissed,
open to a-Member of the State Couneil
to study his case and to go up fo the
Chief Secretary and place the relevant
facts of the case before the Chief Secre-
tary. I have done that on several
occasions and obtained redress for u
number of lame dogs, but today the
position is reversed.

Mp. Chelvanayakam: Even from the
point of view of the Hon. Prime Minis-
ter that the Publie Service Commission
is being given a frial, let it be given a

it was

fair trial; and the point of view of the

hon. Member for Galle is that the only

way in which the Public Service Coin-
mission could be given a trial is for the
Public Service Commission to give a
fair opportunity of trial to people who
appeal to them. The hon. Member for
Galle says that the public servants who
appeal to the Commission do not get a
chance of being represented. They do
not even get a chance of being hesard.
How can the Public Service Commis-
sion act in fairness to itself, leave aside
the public servants, unless they get the
points of view of the men who have
grievances put to them, if not by some-
body who is paid to do it, at least, by
the public servants who are appealing
to them? Case after case where a pub-
lic servant had appealed to make this
representation to the Public Servies
Commission had been refused, as if the
Public Service Commisgion is all—wige

and that it requires no elucidation of

the complaints of the public servants.

T AN el S
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The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
All that I said was this. As far as we
are concerned, it is a body created by
law. T certainly feel that, if there are
charges that are to be made, if there is
digsatisfaction, it should be brought up
by way of a substantive Motion. Mere-
ly making remarks and making accusa-
tions that the members of the Comnis-
sion do not read this or do not do that,
is not fair by a statutory body that has
been created and over whom we have
gobt no power. - If you bring forward a
substantive Motion and if all the
circumstances are brought up, then we
can certainly make inquiries and abolish
the Commission and substitute another
body for it. But merely making
remarks in this House about the
Commission is not fair.

- Dr, Perera: The Chairman of the
Public Service Commission

The Chairman: Tt
discussed enough.

has been

Dr., Perera: Only as a matter of
information. The Chairman of the
Public Service Commission was appoint-
ed a year and a half back. Now he is
on leave. How did it happen that he
got leave g0 soon? What is the norinal
period of service that an officer has to
pub in before leave is granted to him?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
An officer can get three months’ leave
for every year of service.

An Hon, Member: Six weeks.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
Six weeks’ leave for every year of ser-
vice. If he had been working for 1
vears, he would be entitled to nine
weeks’ leave. '

Mr. Dahanayake: Good mathematics.

The Hon. Mr. D. 8. Senanayake:
I do not think that the Chairman of
- the Commission was granted any leave
to which he was not entitled.

Question, ** That the Vote be reduced
by Bs. 6,000 in respect of sub-hesd ;16
item ° Agsistant Secretary, Public Ser-
vice Commission, ete.”, "’ put, and
agreed to.

OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Question, ‘“ That the Vote be reduced
by Rs. 450 in respect of sub-head 1,

item ¢ Rent Allowance,’ > put, and
agreed to.

Question, ‘“ That the sum of
Rs. 141,650 for Head 8, Vote No. 1, be
inserted in the Schedule ', put, and

agreed to.
Head 8, Vote 1, as amended, ordered
to stand part of the Schedule.

Head 9.—Audit Office

Vote No. 1.—Salaries and Eaxpenses of
the Department of the Auditor-
General, Rs. 1,321,023.

The Chairman: There 1S no
Amendment under this Head.

Mr. Nanayakkara: I want to speak
on the whole Vote.

The Chairman: That should have
been done during the Debate on the
Second Reading of the Appropriation
Bill.

Mr. Keuneman: There is an Amend-
ment in the name of the hon. Member
for Akuressa. ;

The Chairman: I have already ruled
that as being out of Order.

Mr., W. P. A. Wickremasinghe
(Akuressa): My Amendment deals with
Vote 1, sub-head 1.

The Chairman: But you have not said
=10 I8

Dr. Perera: Permit him to say that.

The Chairman: You say that the
Vote be reduced by Rs. 10. I# is com-
pletely out of Order. It means that
the Vote of Rs. 1,821,023 be reduced
by Rs. 10.

Mr. Nanayakkara: T wish to ask
whether a Member has no right to elicit
information on the Vote.

The Chairman: The hon. Member
should have eriticised it at the Second
Reading Debate,

My, Nanayakkara: Not to criticise. T
want some information.
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The Chairman: If you want to do

 that, you should have put forward some .

Amendment to draw the attention of
the House or the Minister concerned to
any particular Vote. '

Mr. Nanayakkara: I would wish to
ask, for instance, why the Audit Service

18 not amalgamated with the
Accountants’ Service.
The Chairman: All that the hon.

Member had to do was to move a cut
of Rs. 5 from the salary of the Auditor-
General.

Mr., Nanayakkara: I did not want to
embarrdss the Government like that.

Mpr. Keuneman: Can observations be
made on the whole Vote?

The Chairman: When the whole Vote
egomes up, you can oppose it.

Question, ‘‘ That the sum of
Rs. 1,321.023 for Head 9, Vote No. 1,
be inserted in the Schedule, '’ put, and
agreed to.

" Head 9, Vote 1, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

Head 14.—Minister of Defence and
External Affairs

Vote No. 1.—Salaries and Bxpenses of
the Office of the Permanent Secre-
tary to the Minister of Defence and
External Affairs, Rs. 275,848.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
All the Amendments are out of Order.

Mr. Kumaraswamy :
from the Hon.
foreign policy?

Can we hear
Prime Minister about his

item
and continue.

Mr. Dahanayake: Say
° Permanent Secretary ’

- The Hon, Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
Where is your Amendment?

The Chairman: The only Amendment
is that the Vote be reduced by Rs. 10
in respect of sub-head 1. That has al-
ready been ruled out of Order. Igs there
any particular item that you want to
raise?

Mr., Keuneman: I have an item under
Permanent Secretary.

3 AUGUST 1948
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The Chairman: You have given no
notice.

Mr., Keuneman: When I asked the
question,. you said that you would allow
me to raise 1t now.

Mr. Kumaraswamy : 1 move, ‘° That
10 in res-
* Permanent

peet of sub-head 1, item

Secretary ’ .”’

The Hon. Minister of Finance said in
his Budget speech that he wanted to be
a friend of all and enemy of none. I
want to know whether that statement 1s
consistent with the presistent criticism
of another friendly country, which
is oceupying a very weighty position in
the Councils of the world, namely
Russia. Not that we do agree with
everything Russian, or we accept the
policy of Russia; but I, as a Member of
this legislative assembly, must protest
against “this country eriticising openly the
activities of another country enjoying an
independent status. The result of this
rather bickering attack on the Russian
policy had

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: I rise
to a point of Order. I do not think any
Member of the Government ecriticized
Russia. The hon. Member’s .whole
argument is based on a false premise.

Mr. Kumaraswamy: [ am very glad
that an assurance has come, though too
late. If it had come before the entry
of Ceylon to the U.N.O. was objected
to by Russia and if no statement was
made, it would have been all the better
for this country rather than having wrong
motives attributed to other countries in
our relations with them.

The second point I want to make is in
regard to the state of our defence. We
are supposed to be hitched to the waggon
of the Commonwealth, and the present
international position is very serious; at
any time, at least in my opinion, a war
might break out, and 1 wonder how we
are prepared to meet such a situation,
particularly when there is an outbreak of
large scale insurrection in certain
quarters. In South East Asia, the Com-
munists are trying to oust the Govern-
ment, and the Buthh Government are
trying to inerease the forces to maintain
law and order and, at the same time,
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are trying to have their hold. A similar
position might develop in Ceylon. T feel
we will be dragged into the war, because
South East Asia is in the rear of the
Buropean recovery progamme of General
Marshall of America. Under these cir-
cumstances, I feel that our defences are
very weak, and I want to know what
steps the Hon. Prime Minister has taken
with regard to our defences in the in-
ternational set-up as it is constituted
today.

The Chairman: Surely, are not those
matters confidential? The Hon. -Prime
Minister will only say that he is taking
every possible step to secure the safety
of the Island in an emergency. Do you
expect him to give all the details openly
in this Hotuise?

Mr. Keuneman: I want to make cer-
tain observations on this matter in con-
nection, first, with external affairs, and
then with the policy regarding the
defence of this country.

3.45 p.M.

Now, Sir, we see that, since quite
recently, we have begun to take an
interest' in external affairs. Of late we
have opened up an External Affairs

Department, and here we are being asked

‘to vote money for this Department.

I think it is the duty of this House,
before it votes money for this Depart-
ment, to be sure that the external policy
of this country—the external affairs
- policy of this country—is one which can
- meet with its approval. Tt is not just a
matter of routine, or like a matter of
- building a road or a bridge or a dam.
These are vital matters—matters of ex.
ternal affairs—which involve the entire
fate of all the people of this country.
That is why I think that, when the
- Government comes for a vote for Exter.
nal Affairs, it is necessary to have
- something like a comprehensive state.
ment from the Cabinet, on its policy as
to the countries Ceylon is to he
- associated with and what policy it is
going to follow in the world of External
Affairs. This is all the more necessary,
because the most general glib statements
~are being made by Members of the
- Government from time to time in this
House, whenever reference ig made to
thege matters. '

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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I want to refer to the remark made
by my hon. Friend the hon. Member for
Chavakachcheri (Mr. Kumaraswamy).
I think it is clear to everyone that thig
Government, far from following a policy
of peace and friendship towards all other
nations, has been following a policy of
calculated . insult towards one of the
nations forming the United Nations
Organization—and that is the Soviet
Union. I think that is a highly
dangerous policy to follow. :

An application for Membership of the
United Nations was sent to that organi-
zation by Ceylon. There the credentials
of Ceylon were questioned and time was
asked for examination of those creden-
tials. And yet a Minister of the
Government of Ceylon stands up on the
Floor of this House, and proelaims to
this House and the world that there is
an attempt to obstruct the entry of
Ceylon to the United Nations. What is -
the authority for making such
statements? -

When the hon. Members
Government  brought this Indepen-
dence of theirs to this House for
approval and rejoicing, we were told that
the acid test of whether we were going
to be an independent power would be
decided by the United Nations, and that
if Russia objected, they would have an
opportunity of objecting; but when a
Power like the Soviet Union. wishes: to
see that they are not admitting to the
United Nations, in the name of Indepen-
dence, another stooge State of Great

of the

_ Britain and America, then it is a matter

for an Hon. Minister of the Govern-
ment to criticize other Powers and say
that other powers are forcibly obstruet-
ing us. I do not think that is the way
i which External Affairs of this country
should be conducted. s

I do not wish to refer to other
remarks—for  instance, there were
remarks made by the Hon. Prime Min-

ister, which T have often repudiated in
this House

The Hon. Mr. D.
What ig,the remark?

Mr. Keuneman: There was his remark
suggesting that certain parties in this
country were flirting with Moscow with
intentions not in the best interests of
this country. T take exception to that
statement, not only because it casts & Yo~
flection on certain Parties in this country

S. Senanayake:
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who are alleged to be flirting with
another Power, but because it is an
accusation that another Power is
~ maintaining some type of subversive
connections with this eountry, which, I
think, is hardly proper for the Prime
Minister to make, unless he can well
substantiate it.. That is not the way to
conduct HExternal Affairs.

I do not want to go into the rest; but,
on the other hand we find that in the
matter of External Affairs the Govern-
ment of Ceylon is following a policy of
trailing behind Great Britain and
America—the main Imperial Powers,
the main instigators of war, the main
opponents of world peace

The Chairman: The hon. Member is-

not entitled to attack
Government in this House.

any other

Mr. Keuneman: If you object, Sir—
An Hon. Member: Withdraw!

Mr. Keuneman: I will not say
anything further on that matter.

Recently we had an example of how
our External Affairs are condueted,
when a representative of Ceylon formed
part of the . British ‘delegation which
went to the Ootacamund Conference of,
the UNICAFE. There, as part of
the British delegation, we had to take

part in objecting to the entry of
Indonesia to that Conference.

An Hon. Member: Shame!

The Chairman: Order, pleage! T

cannot allow such words to be used here.

Mr. Keuneman: Mr. Chairman, the
British delegation

The Chairman: Why need we go into
all these world politics?

Mr. Keuneman: These are External
Affairs, Sir. A Vote has been asked,
and T think that we have a right to insist
that some kind of proper IExternal
Affairs policy is followed by this eountry.

The Chairman: That is all right; but
I do not think that you have the right
to criticize what takes place in other
parfs of the world.

Mr. Keuneman: The Ceylon repre-
sentative was a member of the British
delegation which obstructed the entry of
Indonesia to that Conference.

6——7. N. 13491 (3/48)
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The Hon. Mr. Ratnayake: They did
not appose

Mr. Keuneman: There is another

point to which I want to refer. It is
thig, that in the name of External
Affairs the Government sends a large
number of Missions abroad. Whether

these missions have been of any value -
to this country is not known to the

people of this country. I think it will
be extremely wvaluable if the Govern-/
ment would make provision, whenever

delegates are sent out to attend interna-

tional conferences, that the Members of
this House ;

The Chairman: That is covered by a
separate Vote under Head 16—
Department of External Affairs Abroad.

Mr. Keuneman: I am referring to the

general policy that governs foreign mis-
sions—with regard to the necessity of
providing us with further information
about these missions. I am not now
criticizing the missions themselves.
What I am referring to is the fact that
the Government foes not give publicity
to what has been achieved by these mis-
sions. . They do mnot furnish reports
to this House or the country of what
has been done in the sphere of
External Affairs.

On the question of Defence of the
country, there are one or two matters to
which I would like to refer. The first
i8, this. I think the Hon. Prime Min-
ister, in his ecapacity of Minister of
Defence, must be aware that, in the
camps of the British Forces which we
tind in this country, Ceylonese workers
who are employed there are not receiving
wages which are the same or equivalent
to those

The Hon, Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
That does not come under my Vote. It
Is a matter that .comes under the
Ministry of Labour and Social Services.

Mr. Keuneman: It is g
concerning Defence,

matter

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
The wages of labour is not my
conecenn,
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Mpr, Keuneman: This is not a matter
which is governed by the Ministry of
Labour.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
The question of labour or the rates of
labour :

The Chairman: Only the Assistant
Secretary and the Clerks are concerned
in this. Under Defence we are only
concerned with the Assistant Secretary
and the Clerks. You find that on
page 32 of the Estimates.

Mr. Keuneman: What I have to say
concerns the general policy of what goes
on 1n Defence establishments in this

country. The point I am trying to make

1 this—I do not know, Mr. Chairman,
whether you will hold me in Order—
that Ceylonese workers who are em-
ployed in British Defence installations
here are not being paid the same rates
as the Ceylonese whom we find in those
installations controlled by the Govern-
ment or private establishments, or who
come under the Regulations laid down
by Wages Boards or by the Ordinances
of Government; and T want an assurance
from the Minister of Defence that he
will take up this matter speedily with
the British Military Authorities and
insist that they do obey the Labour
Laws of this country, and tell them that
they are not privileged persons who can
break with impunity the Labour Laws
of this country. I think if the Hon.
Minister of Defence takes up this
. matter, he will be doing a great service
to the poor people who are employed in
these  particular  British  Defence
installations. -

One more question that T want to ask
the: Hon. Prime Minister is what
exactly is the status of Trincomalee,
Koggala and other British bases in this
country ?

A Defence Agreement was signed
between our Government and the
Government of Great Britain: but even
much earlier than that Trincomalee,
Koggala and other bases were existing.
I would like to know whether these

places have been brought under the

terms and conditions of the Defence
Agreement which has been signed, or
whether they are carrying on under the

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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old leases which existed prior to that.
I want a clarification from the Minister
of Defence on this point.

Mr. J§. C. T. Kotalawela: With regard
to the workers employed by the British
Admiralty and other Military Depart-
ments—there are nearly 8,000 of them
Veyangoda and Trinco-
malee—it has been found that these.
workers do not come within the Labour
Laws of this country, and that the
Labour Department has refused to in-
tervene in the matter. Representations
were then made to the Hon. Prime
Minister as the Ministry of Defence
comes under him, but even he has failed
to intervene. In faect, if this country,
as the Prime Minister says, is independ-
ent—if that is true—then he should
have seen.to it that our nationals are
not exploited by a foreign Power. But
so far nothing has been done, although

these workers have time and again
made representations to the Labour
Department and to the Hon. Prime

Minister.

(Mr. Sivapalan: There is one point
that I want to ask the Hon. Prime Min-
ister.  Certain representations were
mwade to the Hon. Prime Minister by
members of the C.G.A. and the R.A.
about three months ago—may I know
what  has  happened to  those
representations?

The Chairman: Any further remarks?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake
rose.

Mr. Dahanayake: Would the Hon.
Prime Minister please speak after the
other  Members have made their
observationg?

The Chairman: That is why T asked
for any further remarks.

Mr. Dahanayake: Now, the cut that
has been proposed refers to the item
* Permanent Secretary ’. T want to
raise two points—one is with regard to
the question of the salaries of the
Permanent Secretaries. 2

The Chairman: That question could
haye been raised under a different Head
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Mr. Dahanayake: Under what Head,
Sir? This is the first Permanent
Secretary we have been dealing with.

The Chairman: Where the salary of
the Becretary to the Governor was
concerned.

Mr. Dahanayake: The salary of the
Secretary to the Governor; yes, but not
in this connection.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
There is no Amendment regarding this.

The Chairman: The hon. Member
can raise the question when we take up
the Ministry of Finance.

Mpr., Dahanayake: The second point
is this. To my mind, we are being called
upon to spend Rs. 275,000 on a white
elephant. The Department of Detfence
and External Affairs is, in my opinion,
a very big white elephant.

df you examine the cadre of this
Department you will see that ths Perma-
nent Secretary, who is in the Super
Grade® of the Civil Service, has under
him an Assistant Secretary who is in the
Civil Service and an Office Assistant
who is also in the Civil Service, and that
they have to supervise 12 clerks.

If you turn to the next page, you will
find that the sub-Department of Extern-
al Affairs has a highly paid Assistant
Secretary, another Civil Servant, whose
duty is to supervise the work of 5 clerks.

If you proceed further, you will find
that the sub-Department of Defence has
a highly paid -Assistant Secretary, a
member of the Civil Service, who also
has 5 elerks under him.

Going further down, you will find that
the sub-Department of Immigration also
has a highly paid Civil Servant whose
work i3 to supervise 5 clerks.

. From all this you will see how the

members of the Civil Service have been
taken on by the Minister of Defence and
External Affairs to idle away in his
office, so that this Department may
get " a local habitation and a name "
A Permanent Secretary on a super
galary has 5 Civil Servants who are
very highly paid to undertake the
supervision of the work of just about
25 - clerks. "

3 AUGUST 1948
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I ask the Hon. 'Prime Minis.ter
whether all this work—the main portion
of the work that is being done by the
25 clerks—cannot be supervised by a
few members of the BExecutive Clerical
Service, so that the Civil Servants who
are being employed in this office may do
more useful work elsewhere? 1 think
a strong case exists for the removal of
these Civil Servants from this office.

Perhaps the Prime Minister thinks
that, because he is almighty in this
country, all his Departments and sub-
Departments should have at their head
supermen who must be paid very high
salaries. That is just the type of notion
that we feel should be done away with
by this Government.

The Chairman: The Hon. Member is

putting a notion into the head of the
Hon. Prime Minister and he is attacking
that notion. :

Mr. Dahanayake: I beg your pardon,
Sir, may I know what you said?

The Chairman: Do you know that
that notion is in the Prime Minister’s
head? You attribute it to him and you
attack him.

Mr. Dahanayake: He is the Head of
these Departments, Sir. ;

The Chairman: Please finish.
Mr. Dahanayake: I have done.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
Shall I reply now?

The Chairman: We will now adjourn

for tea. The Sitting is suspended until
4.30 p.m.

Sitting accordingly suspended until
4.30 p.m., and then resumed.

~ Mr. Dahanayake: I was asking the
Prime Minister

The Chairman: I thought you had
finished. 3

Mr. Dahanayake: I will sum up. I
was asking the Hon. Prime Minister
how he could explain the presence of
six Civil Servants, with salaries ranging
FomcRiwn. 15,000 to Rs. 27,000 a year, to


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

103 Appropriation Bil]

[Mr. Dahanayake. ]
supervise the work of 81 clerks. I made
an appeal that some of these Civil
Servants should be released for more
important work elsewhere.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
Any other remarks?

Dr. Perera: You inight answer those
questions first.

The Hon., Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
I was surprised to hear the remarks of
the hon. Member for Galle. With his
close association with Government, T
thought he knew something about the
conduct of Government business. He
appears to be under the impression that
a Civil Servant is a sort of Kangany
supervising the work of labourers

- Mr. Dahanayake: A kangany does
more useful work than some of our Civil
Servants !

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
That is not how we employ Civil Ser-
vants. A Civil Servant is required to do
a certain type of work, which, normally
cannot be done by an ordinary member
of the Clerical Service. There are, of
course, some clerks who are quite
capable of doing the work of a Civil
Servant. The number of Civil Servants
in any Department is not determined by
the number of clerks in that Department.
It is deterrnined by the nature of the
work requiring the services of Civil
Servants. :
. The Ministry of Defence and External
Affairg is organized on somewhat differ-
ent lines from the other Ministries. We
are adopting a system more akin to that
found in England. Instead of Heads of
Departments, we employ Secretaries and
Assistant Secretaries. For next year we
require two additional Assistants. The
Police Department has been transferred

to the Ministry of Defence and External

Affairs.  Another officer is required—I
forget for the moment the exact nature
of his work—[ Interruption]—Yes, we
have to deal with Fxternal Affairs,
Police, Passports, Immigration

- An  Hon., Member:
Commissioners |

The High
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The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
These four Secretaries do the work
Heads of Departments do in other Min-
istries. We have no Heads of
Departments in this Ministry.

I can assure hon. Members that the
number of Civil Servants in this Minis-
try, considering the nature of the work
they have to perform, is not excessive.
If anything, we need more assistance.

The hon. Member for Trincomalee re-
ferred to certain representations made by
some Military personnel, and complain-
ed that those representations had not
received adequate attention from the
Government. The hon. Member is
probably aware that, when a person is
recruited for Military service, he is sub-
ject to certain procedure. The regula-
tions regarding discipline, and so on in
the Military are different to those obtain-

ing in- Civil administration. TIf the
employees have any grievance, they
must in the first instance make
representations to the Military
authorities. ;

That is the procedure followed, and if
interference from outside, from *politi-
cians, regarding salaries and discipline
is allowed, T am afraid a military
foree cannot be maintained.

I was rather surprised at the indigna-
tion displayed by the hon. the Third
Member for Colombo Central over cer-
tain remarks some people are suppozed
to have made about Russia. The hon.
Member said that people in this country.
whether-they were Ministers or others,
should not say anything against the
Russian Government, or against Russian
Parties. Of course, I shall never suspect
my good Friend of any wrong doing. but
I must say I did not like his - display of
indignation in this matter. T notice
that he does not display much indigna-
tion when anything is said agairst
England. He himself had a good deal
to say against that country.

The hon. the Third Member for
Colombo Central apparently feels that
he has every right to -criticize the
methods and policy of the British, but
I am sure he has no intention of involy-
Ing us in a quarrel with Britain or any
other country. Neither have we any
intention of mvolving this country in a
quarrel with Russia,.

L
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Fach man has his own views regard-
ing the policy adopted by the different
countries of the world. Some of us inay
approve the policy followed by one
country, while disapproving the policy of
another. 1t should not surprise anybody
if there were in this country people who
did not regard Russian policy in the
same light as

Mr. Keuneman: What is your policy?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
My policy I shall keep to myself. So far

“as the policy of the Ceylon Government’

is concerned, we have already stated that
it is our desire to be on the friendliesst
terms with every country of the world.
We were very glad, therefore, to notice
that Russia sent a representative to
(C'eylon to the Independence celebrations
we held a few months ago. We were
very glad to invite Russia to send a re-
presentative to the celebrations. We
would not have extended that invitation
if we entertained any feelings of hostility
towards that country, or if we did not
wish to be on the friendliest terms with
Russia. '

When we speak about certain Parties
in this country receiving inspiration from
Russia, it should not be imagined that

we imply that that inspiration comes .

from M. Stalin or some other individual.
Members on the Opposition Benches
belong to many Parties; these Parties
differ from one another in their ideology.
Some of these Parties are opposed fto
the policy of the present Russian Gov-
ernment, to M. Stalin’s policy. They
criticise that policy quite openly. We
on this side want to be on the friendliest
terms with Russia, while there are ap-
parently people in this House who are
opponents of Russia, and who do not
wish us to adopt a friendly attitude
towards Russia!

Liet no one imagine that we are
against Russia. We want to be on the
best of terms with that country. But
that, of course, does not mean that we
want to adopt in this country the policy
followed by Russia. That country can
adopt any policy it likes in its own coun-
try, whatever policy suits the people
there. We would like to adopt the
policy that suits us. We do not want
to quarrel with Russia merely’ hscatize it
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holds views that are different from ours.
That applies to Russia or any other
country.

The hon. the Third Member for
Colombo Central wanted to know
whether we wanted to be with the
British. We belong to the Common-
wealth of Nations; we are in that group.
We are a Dominion. We are, therefore,
in closer contact today with the British
people than with any others. We hope
that we shall be in as close a contact
with other nations in the future. Our
relations with other countries may be
strained owing to some reason or other,
or because of some happenings. in the
future. I cannot tell the hon. Member
here today that our attitude towards any
nation or country is going to be the same
in the future as it is today, or that there
would not be any change hereafter. Our
attitude would depend on the attitude
cf other countries towards us. Our
desire is to be on the friendliest-terms
with all, and I hope we shall succeed in
achieving that desire.

I do not think I can give my hon.
Friend the Third Member for Colombo
Central the information he wanted on
the other point he mentioned. If any
information has to be given to the
House, and if the necessity arises, 1
shall give that information. Whether
the time has come, or whether +the
necessity has arisen, to give that in-
formation, is a matter for judgment by
Government. We cannot disclose all
the correspondence and other informa-
tion at any and every stage. Foreign
relations cannot be conducted in” “hat
way. I am not able to give any
turther information to the hon. Member.

Mr. Keuneman: I asked a question
about the international conferences.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
The hon. Member will be glad to learn

thaf, on the occasion he referred to,

Ceylon’s representative and the Russian
representative were on the same side:
they expressed the same opinion. If
there is any sort of connexion between
our Friends here and Russia, T hope our
Friends will follow that’ good example
and be sometimes with us also. That i
a good example to follow

Mr. Keuneman: You should follow it
motre oiten! .
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Dr. Colvin R. de Silva: Co-operation
with the other end of the rope

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
That does mnot matter. The heavier
side will benefit, and the other side will
hang itself.

There was no other point, I think

Mr. Keuneman: [ asked a question
about the status of Koggala and Trinco-
malee after the Defence Agreements
with the U.K., and also about the
employees of the Admiralty.

The Hon. Mr. D.. S. Senanayake:
We have not come to any other
agreement with the U.K.

Dr, Perera: The second agreement has
not been signed?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
There is no second agreement. The
arrangement is that, whenever it suits
the British Government and ourselves to
do so, we come to an agreement, an
agreement that is in the best interests
of the British and ourselves. It de-
pends. If any alteration in the existing
agreement, or any further agreement, is
necessary, when the need arises, we
come to an agreement. There is no
. agreement now:

Mr. Keuneman: Then Koggala and
Trincomalee are still under the old
agreement? As regards the lease of
Koggala, how does it stand

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
There " is no lease. During the war,
certain lands were acquired for use by
the military authorities. They were re-
quisitioned during the war. They are
there; we know they are there. Witb
our consent they are there. They have
no rights, but the right given by us

Mr. Keuneman: There iz a tacib

agreement?

‘The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
It we want them, we will keep them.
The provisions of the Order in Council
relating to acquisition will expire in
1950. They have no rights except hy
consent |
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Mpr. Keuneman: That is not the ques-
tion. 1 do not think the Prime Minister
has got my question clear.  The Trin-
comalee base has been there for some
time, long before we achieved this
** Independence ’ of ours. Is the pres-
ent status of Trincomalee a continuation
of the old status, or has it been brought
under - the Defence @ Agreement? Can
the Ceylon Government- foday—as ib
claims it can under the Defence Agree-
ment—ecan the Ceylon Government
cancel that British base af Trincomales?
The same question applies to Koggala
base. It was used as a British base
during the war., Is it operating on the
old basis, or on the new basis under the
Defence Agreement? it

4.45 p.wm.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
Trincomalee had become a naval base
when Ceylon was a Colony. Now, when
we have become’ a Dominion, all the
Colonial propefties belong to the Ceylon
Government, not to anyone else. And
I believe that my good friend, who is
a lawyer, will know the literal inter-
pretation of the relevant clause. As
far as I am concerned, I am satisfied
that our position is not at all impaired by
the presence of those troops at that naval
base.

Dr. Colvin R. de Silva: Arve we to
understand that no fresh agreements
were necessary at all?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
There was no fresh agreement.

Dr. Colvin R. de Silva: Ts it a con-
tinuation of the old statug? ;

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
My good Friend should realize that the
status has changed, inasmuch as we
have become, from a Colonial possession,
a Dominion. So that, there is no
continuation, only a change of status.

Dr. Perera: What is the change?
That is the point. |

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
We hf—}ve changed to the status of a
Dominjon. All the Colonial possessions
are Now ours.

Mpr. Dahanayake: Can the British use

Koggala.as an air base today for military
purposes? .



http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

109 - Appropriation Bill
The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
With our consent.

Mr. Dahanayake: With your consent?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
When it becomes necessary. They are
there with our consent, and, of course,
if it becomes necessary—suppose Wwe
find, for our own defences, we want the
assisbance of the British, or the Ameri-
¢ans, or, for a matter of that, the
Russians—we might ask them to bring
the fleet for our own purposes.

Mr. Dahanayake: Has that congent
been given in writing?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
No.

Mr. Dahanayake: Then who gave that
eonsent?

Mr. Keuneman: I do not want to
cross-examine the Defence Minister, but
may I know this? Has there been an
agreement regarding Trincomalee or
Koggala sites? Is it a tacit agreement
that the old position of Trincomalee or
the “old position of Koggala is fto
- continue as in the past with the
knowledge of the Ceylon Government?

The Chairman: Those are not fair
questions to ask of the Hon. Minister.
If he says ““ Yes ”’ to one question, he
will have to say ‘“ No ' to the other.
I think the Hon. Prime Minister made
the position perfectly clear. When we
were a Colony we were forced to give
those possessions, whether we liked it or
not. Now that we are a Dominion, we
are not forced to do anything. It would
be at our will and pleasure to allow or
not to allow those forces to remain there.

Mr. Keuneman: Is the Hon. Prime
Minister asserting that, for instance,
Trincomalee today fully belongs fo the
Ceylon Government, and that at any
moment the Ceylon Government can
eject the British forces?

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: At any
time the agreement could be torn up.

Mr. Keuneman: Under the so-called
Independence Declaration?
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The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: Why
*“ so-called *’?

Mr, Keuneman: The Hon. TPrime
Minister did not speak on the question
I raised.—[ Interruptions]:

The Chairman: Order, -order!

The Hon. Mr. Goonesinha: 1 want a
Ruling from you, Mr. Chairman, with
regard to this matter. I would draw your
attention to Standing Order 128 (2)
which reads as follows:—

" When a question has been proposed for the

reduction or omission of a sub-head or item,
members shall speak to such question only, until
it has been disposed of. "
Could hon. Members discuss policy on
a matter by asking for the reduction of
a Vote, as has been done a while ago?
I would like to have your Ruling on that
point, Sir.

The Chairman: I said that I would
only allow an hon. Member to speak on
the policy, where certain matters are
concerned, at my will and pleasure.

Mr. Keuneman: May 1 point oub
that the Hon. Prime Minister did not
answer my question regarding the differ-
ence in the wages of workers employed
by British military installations in this

- country?

Mr. Sri Nissanka: That was precisely
what I wished to ask a moment ago,

The  Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
My hon. Friend said that the Military
authorities were acting contrary to law.
I am not aware of the law for fixing any
rates for Military employees. ‘

Mr. Keuneman: I did not say
‘ contrary to law. ”° T wag speaking of
the Military paying legal rates to

workers of similar skill.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
If that is so, it is a matter for the T.abour
Ministry.

Hon. Members: No, no.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
The reason for my saying that is this.
The fixing of rates for different employees
is a matter for the Labour Ministry. We
ere. not fixing the rates of any labourers.
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Dr. Colvin R. de Silva: The Minister
of Labour is powerless, because this is a
matter that comes under Foreign
Affairs. :

Dr. Perera: We did raise this ques-
tion last year, if you will remember, Mr.
Chairman. On that occasion I +think
the hon. Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of Labour and Social Services
himself undertook to look into the mat-
ter, but no change has been made.
We were, therefore, faced with the diffi-
culty that the Labour Department was
powirless to interfere, because those
labougers did not come within its pur-
view.  The Military authorities were also
apparently taking up the position that
the normal laws of this country did not
operate so far as they were concerned.
That is why we appeal to the Hon. Prime
Minister, as Minister of Defence and
External Affairs, to get in touch, if neces-
sary, with the Military authorities over-
seas, and see that those concerned are
made to adhere to the laws of this
country with regard to the particular
labour legislation. '

; The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:

I do not subseribe to the contention put
forward that anyone here is not subject
to our law, whether it is the British
soldier or anyone else. - As far as they
are. concerned, perhaps among them-
- selves there may be different laws that

~govern them, but everyone in Ceylon is
- subject to our law. '

~_ Dr, Colvin R, de Silva: Will the Hon.
Prime Minister please give a thought to
the distinction between the generaliza-
- tion that everybody is subject to our law
- and the particular proposition with which
~ he is faced? If an example will help; a
British soldier stationed ‘in Ceylon is
paid the rates fixed by the British Parlia-
ment for the British army. Those rates
- may be lower than rates whieh the
Ceylon Parliament has fixed for the
Ceylon Army. Then the fact that the
- British soldier in Ceylon is generall
subject to our law does not entitle him
to our pay. That is why this becomes a
matter of foreign relations. The British
army or the British navy in Trincomalee
or elsewhere is employing, as part of its
establishment and = forces, certain
nationals of this country. They are paid
according to the rates that: the British
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Parliament has fixed for its employees
and forces. Those rates happen to be
different from and, in particular, less
than the rates fixed in this country by
our Government for people of equal skill
in comparable employment. So what is
being requested is that the Hon, Minister
of Defence and External Affairs do nego-
tiate with the British Government—be-
cause 1t becomes now an aspect of the
question of external affairs—that that
Government  should pay to such
nationals of our country as it employs for

*1ts purposes on those jobs the rates that

are paid by the laws of our Government
to people of equal skill in our country.
Thus you will see, Mr. Chairman, that
the general proposition does not cover
the particular case. Will the Hon.
Minister of Defence and Exbernal Affairs
please. take up this matber with the
British authorities?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
As a matter of fact, since my hon.
Friends on the back benches asked the
question, I am not actually aware that .
they were in favour of our nationals being
employed by someone else without our
control.

Dr. Colvin R. de Silva: This is
irrelevant.

The Hon. Mr. D. §. Senanayake:
Whether it is irrelevant op not; I will
give the reason why I said I thought all
our nationals in Ceylon should be sub-
ject to our-law. Bub since my good
Friends are in favour of the admittance
into the service of the British of a certain
number of people—

Dr. Colvin R. de Silva:

They are
already there.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:\
If you want them to continue, I will
certainly :

Dr. Colvin R. de Silva: The Hon.
Prime Minister must not misunderstand
us like this.

The Chairman: I think the Hon.
Prime Minister answered this question
on an Adjournment Motion. What the
Hor.'Prime Minister then said was that,
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s0 far ag he was aware, the wages were
not less, but, if they were less, he would

get in touch with the authorities
concerned.
- Dr. Colvin R. de Silva: Today he

‘seeks to——

The Chairman: If I mistake not, the
matter is under consideration.

Dr. Colvin R. de Silva: What was
intended was to remind the Hon. Prime
Minister that,
tion whether we are in favour of these
- men being employed under the British
Government, they are there employed,
and the Hon. Prime Minister has got
to look after them.

-The Chairman: The Hon. Prime
Minister said that the fixing of wages
was a matter for External Affairs.

The Hon, Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
It is within our competence to tell any-
one who comes here that Ceylon labour
must be paid so much, otherwise they
cannot be employed.

Dr. Colvin R. de Silva: You say so?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
My contention is that we can say so.

Dr. Colvin R. de Silva: We wish you
to say so.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
What you wish me to say is quite a
different thing. What you wish me to
do is to approach the British Govern-
ment or naval authorities and make re-

presentations. If there is a represent-
ation to be made, I am prepared to
make it.

The Hon. Mr. Goonesinha
regard to this matter, make a state-
ment, Mr. Chairman? The hon. Mem-
ber for Ruwanwella (Dr. Perera) drew
attention to the fact that I, as Parlia-
mentary Secretary to the Minister of
Labour and Social Services, promised
to deal with this matter. I did deal
with this matter, and a communication
was addressed to the Hon. Prime Min-
ister. But the Captain/Superintendent
concerned told me that they were pre-
pared to abide by any decision Zhe Homn

¢ May I, in
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Prime Minister would make in regard

to this matter and the whole matter

should be afterwards settled. Then it
came to the question of some people

being paid higher wages than the
Wages Board’s decision; thus, certain
people stood to lose by that. What we

thought was that they should be always
governed by our laws—the Wages
Boards Ordinanec
again referred to the Hon. Prime Mlms-.
ter and the Hon. Minister of Labour
and Social Services. The question
is now being examined as fo
whether we. should have the Wages
Boards Ordinance in operation im res-
pect of those men, and whether those
men who are aheady drawing a higher
rate should be made worse off or should
be paid the same. That is the position
now, and it is being examined, and I
am sure, as the Hon. Prime Minister
has already mentioned, they should
always be governed by our laws here.

Dr. Perera: If you will permit me,
Mr. Chairman, I would like to ask a
question of the Hon. Prime Minister on
another point. Provision has been made
for 4 Probationers (Overseas Service).
Is it the intention of the Hon. Prime-
Minister to recruit more Probationers
from overseas and, if so, why should
they be paid sterling salaries?

The Hon. Mr, D. S. Senanayake:
Probationers are to be recruited. We
want men—we have not enough men—
so that they can be trained and used
for that service itself. Their salaries
are fixed on a sterling basis for the
simple reason that it is easier to calcu-
late the rates of pay and allowances .
which they would have obtained working
overseas on a sterling basis.

Mr. Dahanayake: What will be the
nature of the work they will have to
do?

The Chairman: 1 think there has
been enough argument on this point.

Mr. Dahanayake: I want to know
the nature of the work that will devolve
on these Probationers.

The Hon. Mv,
‘ Bxternal ”’
Member

D. 8. Senanayake:
work. Surely the hon.
knows the nature of ‘that

Worke


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

115 Appropriation Bill
Question put, °° That the sum of
Rs. 275,848 for Head 14, Vote No. 1,

be inserted in the Schedule ™.

The Committee divided (under
Standing  Order 48): Ayes, 44;
Noes, 21.

Head 14, Vote 1, ordered to stand

part of the Schedule.

Vote No. 2.—Relief to and Repatriation
of Destitute Persons, Rs. 15,000.

5.0 .M.

Mpr. J. C. T. Kotalawela: I move,
“* That the Vote be reduced by Rs. 10
in respect of Sub-head 1.

Dr. Colvin R. de Silva: With the
permission of the hon. Second Member
for Badulla, T wish to bring up a cer-
tain matter very briefly under. this
Vote. Although I move it in the form
of a cut, what I am asking for is an
appropriation, that is, the appropriation
“of this in a different way. I have
found that many of our Representatives
abroad, for instance, in Bombay, and
S0 on

“The Chairman: [ do not understand
what the hon. Member means by
‘* appropriation.”’

Dr. Colvin R. de Silva: T am merely
asking that the Vote be divided in a
certain way, but I have to move it by
way of a token cut. I wish to bring
a certain matter to the notice of the
Hon. Minister.

The Chairman: Are you moving that
the Vote be divided in a different way?

Dr. Colvin R. de Silva: I am sug-
gesting to the Hon. Minister that a
certain proportion of the Vote be left
to the handling of our Representatives
abroad, free of the necessity for
. reference back to the Hon. Minister.

The Chairman: Yes.

* Dr. Colvin R. de Silva: I find that
many of our Representatives abroad are
constantly up against the problem of
having to'assist Ceylon nationals abroad
mm urgent or in indigent circumstances,
not from: the point of view of maintain-
ing them permanently, or anyihing like

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

—Committec 116
that, but in unexpected difficulties, to
advance them a sum of money, or even,
on occasion, to give them a sum of
money, say to get back home. T find,
as far as my information goes, that in
every case where these Representatives
have to come up against cases like that,
they have to refer back to the
appropriate quarter in Ceylon before
they can expend any moneys, unless
they do so, to some degree, at their own
risk. I wish to suggest to the Hon.
Minister that steps should be taken to
provide some specific sum—a few
thousand rupees or the like—which can
be entrusted to these Representatives,
with freedom to them to expend it at
their discretion, subject to the wusual
courses of subsequent. accounting, that
1s, that every Representative of this
Government abroad should be given the
control of a specific sum of money which
he is free - to spend on appropriate
urgent matters, without needing first
to refer back to the usual quarters here.

Dr. Perera: Before the Minister
replies, may I ask a question? You will
notice that the wording of this Vote is
slightly different from last year. They
have removed the provision for the re-
patriation of destitute immigrants. Ts
the new wording intended to cover hoth?
I want that position made quite clear.
Originally, as the Vote stood, there was
provision for destitute immigrants also
to be sent off. Ts the present wording
adequate for that? :

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
Yes.

As far as the request made by the
hon. Member for Wellawatta-Galkissa
is concerned, there is an opportunity for
our Representatives to spend money
when they consider it necessary to do so
or help anyone there. It is onlvy in
cases where they feel that they must re-
fer to this country, that they do so. But
in certain matters they can take the res-
ponsibility. There is no limit, and they

can carry on; they ean give such®
assistance.
Question,  ** That  tHe  sum.  of

_Rs. 15,000 for Head 14, Vote No. 2 be
inserted in the Schedule, * put, and
agreed to. ! |

Head 14, Vote 2, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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Vote No. 3. —Maintenance of War

Graves in Ceylon, Rs. 27,000.

Mr. Wilmot A. Perera: Apart from
the general question of the maintenance
of these graves, which is really the res-
pongibility of the Imperial Government,
is it necessary for us to spend all this
money on clerical assistance in
connexion with this work?

Mr. A. Reginald Perera: 1 do not
wish to be charged with the lack of a
sense of delicacy in raising the question
of these war graves. It is not a matter
of sentiment. KEvery year we have been
agked to vote this sum of money, which
is recurrent expenditure. I think the
maintenance of a grave becomes a (Gov-
ernmental concern only when that grave
assumes the proportion of a monument.
- Therefore, before we, in all conscience,
can pass this money, there are certain
questions we must address to the Gov-
ernment. Who are these people?
What did they die for? And did they
die in this eountry, and in the interests
of this country? These questions rnust
be asked from the Government, because
in this country even today we find that
certain monuments are there all over
the towns, commemorating the Imperial
phase of this country—a phase we would
like to forget. We find monuments
commemorating the men who captured
our towns, the men who murdered our
people :

The Chairman: This Vote does not
deal with such monuments.

Mr. A. Reginald Perera: I only ask
these questions in view of the existence
of such monuments.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
This is an international arrangement.
It has nothing to do with monuments
which had been erected long ago or the
graves of people who had fallen in the
previous wars; it refers to people who
died during the last war. And the
arrangement that is made is this——

Dr. Colvin R. de Silva: That is the
1939-45 war? :

The Hon. Mr,
Yes.

D. S. Senanayake:
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Even our people have died in other
countries. Whether they have died in
France or in Hgypt of anywhere eclse,
those graves of our people are maintain-
ed by that Government, and the graves
of people who died here during that
period are maintained by us. It is an
international arrangement, and when we
have fought together—which was the
best thing to do—it is only right and
proper that each country should loolk
after the graves of those who died within
their shores. ‘

Myr. Dahanayake: The Hon. Prime
Minister might look after the living.

Question, - ‘“ That the sum . of
Rs. 27,000 for Head 14, Vote No. 5. be
inserted in the Schedule ”’, put, and
agreed to.

Head 14, Vote 8, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Head 15.—Ceylon Defence

Vote No. 1.—Salaries and Expenses of
the Ceylon Defence Force Rs. 2,075.085.

The Chairman: Does any Member
move an Amendment?

Mr. J. C. T. Kotalawela: |
“That the Vote be
Rs. 2005,085.™

I have moved the deletion of the
whole Vote. I would like to know the
purpose of this amount being allocated?
Is this Army to defend Ceylon from
external aggression? If that is so, my
point is that this is not sufficient, and
with this army no external aggression
can be prevented. Why is it that such
a small sum of money is being spent on
this army? It may be that this small
army is required to fight the people of
Ceylon themselves. That is my fear.
What I fear is that this money is being;v-j
allocated to create an army to fight t.he*
people of Ceylon. f

move,
reduced by

The Chairman: I do not think the
hon. Member is entitled to say tha.
He is attributing very bad motives to
the Government.

Mr. J. C. T. Kotalawela: T want to

know why such a small sum is bheing
allocated.

Q. i


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

119 Appropriation Bill

The Chairman: This 18 a nucleus.

Mr. J. C. T. Kotalawela: An army
cannot consist of just a handful of
soldiers in beautiful uniforms.

Mr. S. A. Pakeman (Appointed
Member): On sub-head 1, T wish to refer
to the °° Commandant '’, and what I
wish to say also applies to the other
Staff Officers. I only -want to know
whether the Hon, Minister of Defence
intends taking steps to have officers of
the Staff of the Ceylon Defence Force
sent abroad for actual training in Staff
duties and other Military duties.

Dr. Colvin R. de Silva: 1f T may sup-
plement what my hon. Friend the
Second Member for Badulla (Mr. J. C.
T. Kotalawela) said, the Defence Vote,

~ as 1t stands, is neither the one thing,
-nor the other. The- point I wish to
- make is this: Is it the aim of the
Ministry of Defence to build up an army
in relation to what the Government
thinks are Ceylon’s needs in respeci of
Defence? 1If so, in respect of defence
against whom? Secondly, Sir, does the

effort to build up a Force by this Gov-

ernment have any relationship to the
obligations that we appear to have under-
taken, under our Military agreement,
with the British Government in respect
of the defence of the British Empire?
If so, what is the extent of the commit-
ment which we have undertaken. .or
~which we are expected to undertaie?
- Thirdly, what proportion of our Budget
18 it the aim of this -Government
- ultimately to spend upon this item of a
Defence Force?

Mr, Dahanayake: A very interesting
point, strikes me. I feel that this
Ceylon Army for which we are budgeting
18 not one that ean face and defeat even
an army of tin soldiers, because this
army consists of 33 soldiers and 32
¢/ lerks.

The Chairman: The Ceylon Army is
under\Vote 4; now we are on Vote 18
5.15 p.M.

Mr. Dahanayake: Yes, Sir,
Vote 1.

under

The Chairman: That is not the Ceylon
Army; that is the Ceylon Defence Forve
as it exists today.
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Mr. Dahanayake: Yes. How many

men does it consist of?
The Chairman: It is not an army.

Mr. Dahanayake: If it is not an army,
what is it? TIs it something like a map
or a design of what is contemplated?
the hon.

The Chairman: Surely,

Member understands.

Mr. Dahanayake: I say we are simply
wasting our money in keeping up a

show. There are more clerks than
soldiers, and there are more arms
cleaners than soldiers.

Dr. Colvin R. de Silva: I wish to

bring to the notice of the Minister——

The Chairman: The hon. Member for
Galle is speaking now.

Mr. Dahanayake: It seems to me
that this shows that the Government
here has a little skeleton army ready
to be supplemented . with people from
outside when it suits their purpose, or,
in the alternative, that this little
skeleton army is created and main-
tained by the Government for purposes
other than Military purposes, as we
found during the last strike. I say
that this is not a Defence Force, but
it is an offensive force against fhe
workers of this country. :

Mr. Keuneman: I would like some
clarification from the Hon. Minister of
Defence of the exact relationship
between the Ceylon Defence Force and
the British troops which are stationed
in this Island. There is, as the House
knows, the British G.0.C., Brigadier
Jones. Does the Ceylon Defence Force
also come under his command? Is he
responsible, or does he report to our
Minister of Defence? We would like
to know the exact status of the Ceylon
Defence Force in relation both to our
Minister of Defence and also to the
British Forces which are here in this

Prime Minister

The Hon. Mr,
I will answer the
The British forces
from’ 'our forces.

D. S. Senanayake:
last  question first.
are quite separate
There is no doubt
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that they were all under Brigadier

Jones some time ago—that is when
they were mobilized.

Mr. Keuneman: That eans our
C.D.F.?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
Yes. Some men have been demobilized.
- In future what we intend to do is to
carry on the old Volunteer force. We
are now trying to get officers trained
and to start our Army. As we get our
officers and personnel trained we add on
to the Army and then replace the
Volunteer force. It is a matter that
has got to be done gradually. The
provision that is here is for the reason
that members of the Volunteer force are
paid aceording to the efficiency they
show in camp, training, and so on.

Mr. Keuneman: My question is, who
15 in command of the present C.D.F.
Is it" Brigadier Jones?

~ The Hon.
No.

Mr. D. S. Senanayake:

The Hon, Sir J. Kotelawala: Mendis,

Mr. Keuneman: And he is responsible
to the Prime Minjster direct?

~ The Hon.
Yes.

Mr. D. S. Senanayake:

Dr. Perera: On page 34 hon. Mem-
bers will find that the salary provided
for the Commandant is Rs. 21,000.
" How many of these officers are
Furopeans?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
I believe all are Ceylonese.

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: Not even
a Sergeant Major.

Dr. Perera: Who is the officer now?

The Hon. My,
Myr. Mendis.

D. 8. Senanayake:

Dr. Perera: He is
Government service.

already 1n
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The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
It may become necessary for me to get
officers from abroad to train our men.
But at present all the officers are
Ceylonese.

Dr. Perera: They are obvmusly not
paid because they are already in
Government Service.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
They have been seconded for service.

The Hon. Mr. Nugawela: They are
being paid an allowance.

Sub-head 7. Training expenses.
Rs. 346,500.

Mr. S. A. Pakeman: I move, ** That
the Vote be reduced by Rs. 10 in
respect of sub-head 7

In connexion with Training expenses,
T want to ask the Hon. Prime Minister
if there is an intention of having a full
camping programme for these units.

The D. 8.
Yes.

Hon. Mr. Senanayake:

Sub-head 11. Incidental expenses.
Rs. 10,000.

Mr. Wilmot A. Perera: I move,
‘““That the Vote be reduced by
Rs. 6,000 in respect of sub-head 11°

To whom are medals given?

-

The Chairman: This sub-head deals
with incidental expenses.

Mr. Wilmot K. Perera: Rs. 7,000 ds
set apart for the purpose I mentioned.

The Hon. Mr. D. 8. Senanayake:
Medals are given to efficient men.

The Hon. Mr. Jajewardene: That

provision is not only for-medals.

The Hon, Sir J. Kotelawala: 1t is tm‘_
efficient socialism.

The Hon. Mr. D. 8. Senanayake:
This sub-head also deals with the cost
of telegramg and advertisements.

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala:
Rs. 2,000 is provided for medals.

Dr. Perera: What medals are

you
going to give these people?
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The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala:
Efficiency medals.

Sub-head 14. Outstanding claims from
the C.D.F. in respect of previous
years. Rs. 1,074,402.

De. Perera: I move, ‘“ That the Vote
be reduced by Rs. 1,074,402 in respect
of sub-head 14 .

Whap are these outstanding claims in
respect of?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanaya}{e:
Men were mobilized for certain duties.
We have to pay them.

Dr. Perera: Are these Ceylonese?

Mr. Keuneman: I take it that you are
paying them off now.

Dyr. Perera: On what basis?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
At the usual rates of pay.

Dr. Perera: They are being paid off
by way of compensation. These people
were suddenly demobilized, and the
_question arose whether they should be
paid something extra, so that if they
had to go back to civilian work they
could be in a position to start life. Is
that one of the factors you have
~ considered in this connexion?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
There were payments made when these
taen were discharged. When we want
1o keep them on for a longer period, the

 difference in pay is paid by us.

Mpr. Kanagaratnam: Tt is to avoid
questions of this type that 1 suggested,
even during the last Budget, that details
should be given in as full a manner as
possible in the Estimates. Hon. Mem-
-bers will see that, in regard to sub-head

§14, no details are given. This ig a very
dmportant  item and  involves an
expenditure of Rs. 1,074,402.

Mr. Sri Nissanka: That is to meet
outstanding claims.

Mr. Kanagaratnam: If the informa-
tion was given nothing would have
happened.
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The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
As a matter of fact, I gave the
information now.

Question, *‘ That the sum “of
Rs. 2,075,085 for Head 15, Vote No. 1,
be inserted in the Schedule *’, put, and
agreed to.

Mr. Kanagaratnam: May I ask the
Hon. Prime Minister why the total sum
under Vote No. 1 has been reduced by
Rs. 162,250

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:

That is under-expenditure.

Mr. Kanagaratnam: The explanatory
note says, ‘° Less estimated under ex-
penditure 7% per cent.”” Is it because
the Cabinet is unable to budget for the
amounts required for expenditure under
the various items?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
My good Friend knows that even he
could mot estimate for. the correct
amount when he was in charge of the
Auditor-General’s department.

Mr. Kanagaratnam: No. This is one
of the many cases in which the total
expenditure under various Heads has
been reduced at the end of the Vote.
I want to know the basic principle under
which the reduction is made. In some
cases it is 3 per cent; in others 7 per
cent. and 10 per cent.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
This is done by experience. Very often
it has been found that provision has to
be made for certain expenditure in con-
nexion with staff. Experience has
shown that, although a certain amount
is put down, it is not spent. There are
vacancies and other factors that come
into consideration.

In regard to this sub-head, it will be
seen that payment is made according to
efficiency. A number of years have
shown us that this amount can be saved.
But we have got to provide for the total
amount to avoid further complications.

Mr. Kanagaratnam: T.eave these
amounts at the end of the Hstimates.

Question, ““That the sum of
Rs. 2,075,085 for Head 15, Vote No. 1,
be ingserted in the Schedule, put, and
agreed to.
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Vote No. 2.—Salaries and Expenses of
the Ceylon Royal Naval Volunteer
Reserve, Rs. 785,509.

Sub-head 10. Additional provision 7re-
quired to man and maintain 2 sloops
to be presented by His Majesty’s
Government—Rs. 400,000.

~ Mr. Wilmot A. Perera: I have a ques-

tion on sub-head 10. I want some in-

formation from the Hon. Prime Minister

in regard to this matter. A sum of
Rs. 400,000 is being asked for.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
We are trying to get two sloops.

Mr. Wilmot A. Perera: How many
men will you want to man them?

The Hon, Sir J. Kotelawala: About
100.

Mr. Sri Nissanka: Do they -carry
guns?

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala:
Revolvers.

- Mvr. Sri Nissanka: What calibre?

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: Water
pistols.

Mer. Sri Nissanka: Back firing?

Sub-head 11. Reconditioning H.M.S.
“ Landguard ’° for use as a depot
training vessel Rs. 60,000. ;

Dr. Perera: I move, ‘‘ That the Vote
be reduced by Rs. 60,000 in respect ot
sub-head 11.”

Can the Hon. Prime Minister give us
some details about this? We had a
training vessel some time ago. Does
this sub-head deal with that? :

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
No, this is an American vessel which 18
lying in Trincomalee. 1t is necessary
for us to train our men. We are paying
the American authorities a nominal sum
and taking the vesgel over.

Dr. Perera: We have had this experi-
ence before, of taking over vessels which
are not in good order and even having
to pay more for reconditioning them.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:

This is not in very good order, either.
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Dr. Perera: I am thinking of the
fishing trawler.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
This is for the purpose of housing and
training the men. It is not in very good
order.

Dr. Colyin R. de Silva: Why does not
the Hon. Minister of Defence arm the
whole lot of people and be done with it?

Question, ‘* That the sum of
Rs. 785,509 for Head 15, Vote No. 2,
be inserted in the Schedule,’”’ put, and
agreed to. '

Vote No. 3.—Other Defence Expendi- =

ture, Rs. 619,800.

Sub-head 1. Defence
Rs. 619,800.

Mr. Wilmot A. Perera: I move,
““ That the Vote be reduced by
Rs. 20,000 in respect of sub-head 1,
item
Why is this provision here? Has not
the question about the fire gaps been
settled? I thought that the Municipal
Council has

expendilure

The Hon, Mr. Bandaranaike: It 1s
gettled.

Dr. Perera: We should like to have
a statement with regard to these fire
gaps. We are continuing to pay
Rs. 400,000 for rent and other expenses
connected with fire gaps. I move,
““ That the Vote be reduced by Rs. 100
in respect of sub-head 1, item ° Defence
Expenditure ’

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
This is only for a skeleton staff.

The Hon. Mr.

position is this.

Bandaranaike: The
During the war it was

necessary to have fire gaps in case of .

bombing. At the same time we made

¢ Agsistant C.D.C.'s Office, etic.”" &

the building of the fire gaps fit in witlgs
the Municipal Scheme for the develop-"

ment of the city—opening of roads, and
so on. That was done by the Central
Government. They acquired the land,
and houses were pulled down. The
question arose about the permanent deve-
lopment of these areas, and it was dealt
with and an Ordinance was passed . in
the last State Council before its
dissolution, whereby a Board was set up.
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[Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike. |

The Board is now functioning, and the
Government proposes to finance the
whole scheme for the acquisition of any
other portions required, to plan out the
area, to build roads and make land
available for development by way of
putting up buildings for commercial pur-
poses, shops, and so on, the total cost
of which will be somewhere, I believe, in
the region of Rs. 20,000,000. -We found
that was the best way of dealing with
this matter, because if we handed the
land back to the owners, Government
would still have been under the necessity
of paying them very nearly the sum I
mentioned by way of compensation.
Government, is taking over the work and
doing it. A Board has been congtituted
in which the Central Government author-
ities and Municipal authorities are
represented. The Board has just started
work. It has been fully constituted
recently under the Fire (taps Ordinance.

Mr. Dahanayake: May I bring to the
notice of the Hon. Minister. that pay-
ment on account of damage compensation
18 being, scandalously delayed?

., The Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike: That is
a separate matter. :

Mr. Dahanayake: All accounts should
be closed as soon as possible. We have
said this time and again. Some people

seem to be sleeping over the whole
matter. . :

The Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike: Special
officers are working on this.

_Mr. Keuneman: Even on this question
of fire gaps there is delay.

The Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike: That
had to wait the functioning of the new
Ordinance.

—

. Mr. Keuneman: I take it that the
Board has started working?

. The Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike: Yes.

- Mr. Keuneman: Can people go and
have their business settled?

The Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike: Very
quickly.
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Question,  ‘* That the sum of
Rs. 619,800 for Head 15, Vote No. 3,
be inserted in the Schedule, '’ put, and
agreed to.

Vote No. 4.—Ceylon Army, Air Force,
ete., Rs. 500,000. '

Dr. Perera: I move, *“ That the Vote
be reduced by Rs. 100. ** There is pro-
vision for an Air Force. I want to
know how many fighter planes we have
and whether there are any bombers.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
It is our intention as time goes on to
have not only an Army but a Navy and
Air Force. We want to alter the head-
ing ag we expand. We are going to have
aeroplanes and things of that sort as
time goes on.

Dr. Colvin R. de Silva: I think the
Hon. Prime Minister will realize that
the entire sum of Rs. 500,000 would not
do for one fighter plane.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:

I know it.

Mr. Dahanayake: No details have
been given with regard 4o Vote No. 4. )

The Chairman: It is just beginning.

Mr. Dahanayake: This is a Vote that
1s in the air.

Question, ““ That the sum  of
Rs. 500,000 for Head 15, Vote No. 4,
be inserted in the Schedule *’, put, and
agreed to.

Mr. J. A, Rambukpota (Haputale) :
I wish to know how the new Army is
going to be reeruited, whether the Hon.
Prime Minister will give a chance to the
villagers to join up.

The Hon. Mr.. D. S. Senanayake:

Yes.

Mr. Rambukpota: I have heard it
said that an Army of 3,000 is going to
be raised. I suggest that this number
should be divided among the nine Pro-
vinces, so that each Province, will be
able to provide 300 men.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:

Yadayasl \
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Head 16.—Department of External
: Affairs Abroad

Vote No. 1.—Salaries and expenses of
the Ceylon High Commissioner in
London, Rs. 620,972,

Sub-head 1, Personal Ewmoluments,
Rs. 344,952,

n

“5.30 p.Mm.
Mr. A. Reginald Perera: I move,
= That the Vote be reduced by

Rs. 27,000 in respect of sub-head 1, item
* Deputy High Commissioner, ete. ’ ™’

= 1 quite appreciate the necessity for
having a Representative in London, and
also the necessity for this Representative

being given a staff of well-trained men, .

but I do not see the necessity for having
a Deputy Hich Commissioner. You will
observe that the Representative is given
various Assistants and a Trade Com-
missioner. Therefore, what is the neces-
sity for a Deputy High Commissioner?
I do not see any work which a Deputy
High Commissioner can do which can-
not be done by men who are already
there. Perhaps the staff of Secretaries
might not be able to cope with the
heavy work. In that case they can
employ more Secrefaries, but I do not
see any reason why we should have a
Deputy High Commissioner, apart from
all the officers enumerated in the Esti-
mates. Almost invariably we find a
person of Cabinet rank in England. So
what is the necessity for a Deputy High
Commissioner? :

Dr. Colvin R. de Silva: If I may,
under this vote, I would like to raise
a few points so that the Prime Minister
can answer all of them together.

With regard to this whole business of
the establishment that is being main-
tained in London, I think certain Tnat-
ters ought to be brought to the notice
of .the Hon. Minister at this stage. First
of all, Sir, this is an establishment which
plainly falls between two stools, as, I
may say, L myself found. Either we
have too ambitious an objective and too
small a staff, or we have too large a
staff for a very small objective.

The Government does not appear to
have decided clearly in their own mind
on their policy in regard to this matter.
As things are, what seems to be hap-
pening there is that the —sfiall “staff

7—1J. N. 13491 (3/48)
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that is there is over-burdened with an
ever-expanding - volume of work, for
which, if it was indeed contemplated, it
was criminal, to have such a small staff
in London. If we are trying to have
something in the nature of a full-
fledged Legation or something like that
in London, then we are up against a
different problem, namely that we shall
haye to have such an array of Secre-
taries, sub-Seecretaries, Assistant Secre-
taries, Counsellors, and the like, that
we find that the expense is too terrific
tfor a little country like this to bear.

Again, Sir, as an aspect of policy, it

is clear that minds have either not been
made up or have been made up inde-

pendent of policy by reason of the very
location of the place; the new building

taken over is in Grosvenor Street, the
most expensive quarter of London.
What is more, as I found, the only Em-
bassy in the whole world that has
thought it worth while to bear such a
heavy expense in such a quarter in
London, other than our own is the
American Embassy, the richest in the
world.

There are a few matters of inconsi-
derable value regarding which I have
given notice to move Amendments under
other items, but I shall deal with them

now. There is a lady, a highly equipped

lady, one who was a teacher at
Methodist College, 1 believe, who was
sent there as Receptionist. Today, she
is nothing more than a mere telephonist.
Sir, when we employ people of high
qualifications, we must give them at
least tasks which are consonant witk
their qualifications. If we do not want

them, let them: be removed. There ig !

a remarkable anomaly of one called a
Secretary or Assistant to the Commis-
sioner in that office, who has his own
stenographer under bim who is a person
paid a higher salary than himself.

These are matters which, independent
of the question of the necessity for this
establishment, if you are having it, you
should look into and introduce, some
kind of order, some kind of system, and
also, if I may say so, some kind of
accordance of means to ends.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
[ feel the hon. Member for Wellawatta-
Galkissa is quite justified in making the
remarks he made, for the simple reason

il
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[Hon. Mr. D: 8. Senanayake. |
that he visited the place at a time when
we were changing over from one condi-
tion to another. We had a Trade Com-
missioner there, but in October we shall
be establishing the office of a High
Commissioner there. During the inter-
val more work has been thrust on the
staff than could have been reasonably
expected of them. I feel that the
eriticism of miy hon. Friend is justified,
but at the same time I do not think
we are going to be in that state very
long, for the simple reason that by
October we shall have the required staff
there and the office will be functioning
properly.

I might say that, although we have
obtained a house in the most expensive
quarter of London, it is not our inten-
- fion to compete with America or any
other country. We were fortunate in
getting this house at that place, at a
cheaper rate than we would have got a
house anywhere else. There are many
things we need, but for the present we
are asking only for a small staff, and
as the work increases we shall gradually
get more staff.

I feel that in time to come, when
other duties which are being carried out
by foreign departments now are entrust-
ed to this staff and we save the
commission we now pay on purchases,
this will prove a good investment.

With regard to the appointment of
a Deputy High Commissioner, T would
point out that, though we are having a
Representative in London, we do not
have the Continent covered at all. The
British Representatives have agreed to
look after our inferests for the present.
There may be occasions when our Re-
presentative may have to be away in
different countries. TFor instance, there
is a UNO meeting in February which
will be attended by Mr. Corea.
Similarly, we might have to send some-
one to Geneva, and the Representative
may often have to be away. There-
fore, it is very necessary to have a De-
puty. Apart from that, there is so
much work to be done that even the
staff we are providing will not be suffi-
cient for our purpose, but we do not
want to provide a large staff to start
with. We want to build it wup
gradually.
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Dr., Perera: What about the point
raised by the hon. Member for Wella-
watta-Galkissa of an Assistant Secretary
getting less than his stenographer?

L

The Hon. Mp. D. S. Senanayake:
That will be looked into.

Mr. Dahanayake: 1 say that the

explanation given by the Hon. Prime
Minister is thoroughly unsatisfactory.
He cannot explain, for instance, why
there should be so many as nine staff
officers to supervise the work of eleven
clerks. You will see, from the manner
in which the cadre has been established
for this new Department, that it seems
quite clear thabt this is a creation of
the Government to give posts to certain
people whom they wish to transfer
overseas either as a reward or for
purposes of a holiday.

Now, look at it, Sir. Beginning from
the High Commissioner, there is a
Deputy High Commissioner, a Finan-
cial Assistant, a Trade Commissioner, a
First Secretary, a Second Secretary, a
Third Secretary and a Staff Officer.
Just take one of thems, the Financial
Assistant. The post of Financial Assist-
ant is held by an officer in Class I. of
the Aceountants’ Service seconded for
service as. Assistant, Ceylon Govern-
ment Representative. 1 know who this
gentleman is. When the gentleman,
who igs appointed to this post of High
Commissioner, was in the Auditor-
General’s Department, this particular
officer was an assistant under him.
When the Auditor-General became the
Civil Defence Commissioner, he took
with him this particular officer. When
the Civil Defence Commissioner became

‘Financial Secretary the same officer fol-

lowed him, and when the Financial
Secretary became Home Minister this
particular gentleman became an Assist-
ant Secretary. Now, that individual
has gone out as High Commissioner and

he takes this gentleman from the
Accountants’ Service as  Financial
Assistant.

Gate Mudaliyar M. S. KXariapper
(Parliamentary Secretary to the Minis-
ter of Home Affairs and Rural Develop-
mentj s You are wrong.
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Mr. Dahanayake: It is not a case of
one man. That one man represents a
class of blue-eyed boys in the Service.
I put this direct question to the Prime
Minigter: How did they recruit men
for these various posts? How did he
get the Deputy High Comurissioner?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
Not appointed yet.

Mr. Dahanayake: How does he pro-
pose to choose these men? That is
precisely the point in the argument.
You have created certain staff jobs for
your blue-eyed boys. The country
cannot afford to throw away money in
this manner. I ask hon. Members to
reject this vote entirely.

Mr. Sri Nissanka: Has the officer
referred to by the hon. Member for
Galle been appointed by the Public
Service Commission?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
He has not been appointed. It is all in
'I_?he imagination of the hon. Member.

Mr. Sri Nissanka: I understood that
the man was there already.

Mr. Wilmot A.
Accountant is in London.

Perera : The

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
The Accountant is there, but not the
person referred to by the Member for
Galle; he refers to Mr. Vairamuttu, and
Mr. Vairamuttu is here.

Mr. Dahanayake: The plain question
ig asked whether the Financial Assistant
has been appointed? According to the
note in the Hstimates, he has been ap-
pointed. Then how was he appointed?
Who chose him? Did the Public Ser-
vice Commission choose him? How did
you choose your clerks, Secretaries and
other staff officers, or how do you
propose to choose them?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
The appointments of High Commigsion-
ers and Deputy High Commigsioners
will be made by me. All other appoint-
ments will be made by the Public
Service Commigsion. ;
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"Mr. Sri Nissanka: We were thinking
of the omnibus. '

Mr. Dahanayake: Is it correct to say
that clerks have already been appointed?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake: .
Clerks have been appointed because the
Trade Commissioner's Department has
been functioning for a number of years.

Dr. Colvin R. de Silya: T wish to ask
one question in regard to that matter.
Is it part of the policy of this Govern-
ment, when a person in that office
changes, that simultaneously the per-
sonnel of certain attendant offices shall
change? 1 found that, with the pro-
posed translation of Mr. Corea to
another, and presumably higher sphere,
and in preparation for the coming of the
new incumbent of this office, certain
ancillary officers also found new appoint-
ments there in this very office of the
Trade Commissioner.

5.45 p.M.

Is it part of the policy of this Govern-
ment to change, along with the
Commissioner or Trade Commissioner
of a place, the attendant personnel in
certain key offices?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:

That is news to me.

Dr. Colvin R. de Silva: T
because 1 met the gentleman.
Mr. Lionel Weerasinghe who
replaced somebody else.

say SO
He &
has

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
No, he has not replaced suvmebody else.
He was sent from here for taking over
the work of the Crown Agents.

Mr. Dahanayake: What is his post?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
He is-the Financial Assistant. He was
appointed long ago.

Mr. Sri Nissanka: I should like to ask
the Hon. Prime Minister whether, under
the Constitution, a High Commissioner
himself is not a public servant. If S0,
was the High Commissioner appointed
by the ' Public Service Commission?
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The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
As far as the High Commissioner i
concerned, whether he belongs o the
Public Service of Ceylon or not, is g
matter which T do not want to argue
with lawyers. What ig going to be done
is what I just told hon. Members. The
High Commissioners and the Represen-
tatives of this country will be appointed
by me. All other posts will be filled by
the Public Service Commission.

Mr. Keuneman: Can the Hon. Prime
Minister inform us whether, in the case
of those appointments which have
already  been made by him and the
Public Service Commission

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
I have not made any appointments.

Mr. Keuneman: The Hon. Prime
Minister told us that certain officers are
going to be appointed by him and by
the Public Service Commission, * Bus
what I should like to say is that some
- people have already been appointed.

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: These
- officers are wanted next year.

Mr. Keuneman: Will these posts be
duly advertised? Will the Hon. Prime
Minister give the assurance that appli-
cants can make their applications to him
for selection? :

The Hon. Mr. D. §. Senanayake :

S a matter of fact, as far as I am corn-
cerned, I can tell hon. Members this
much, that no  assurance are neces-
sary, for the simple reason that T have
already asked the Permanent Secretary
to advertigse those posts. At the game
time, T should like to say that the
selection of the Representatives will
- Dot be done by advertisement

Mr, Kumaraswamy :
have a right to appeal
Service Commisgsion .

They should

The Hon. Mpy. D, S. Senanayake :
I shall manage that,

Dr. Perera: T do not know about
_inﬁrividual officers, but whole families
hédve gone abroad to London. What T
would like to know is whether thepa i3
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provision for a Warden for the Stu-
dents’ Hostel. I would like 5o know
whether a person has been appointed,
because there seems to be a lot of com-
plaints from students in TLondon tha#
the most suitable person has not been
chosen or is not likely to be chosen. I
should like to know whether he has
been chosen or not.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
No, not yet.

The Chairman: There is no post yet.

Dr. Perera: Is it proposed, in the
normal way, to get this Warden also
appointed through the Public Service
Commission?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
Yes.

The Chairman: Are there any further
remarks?

Question put.

Dr. Perera: I rise to a point of Order.
Are you putting the whole Vote No. 1?
Because there are a number of Amend-
ments of "“mine. We were discussing
only sub-head 1. ; ;

The Chairman: T asked, ““ Are there
any further remarks ’, but there was
no answer.

Dr. Perera: That is very unfair.

Question,  ““ That the sum of
Rs. 620,972 for Head 16, Vote No. 1,
be inserted in the Schedule o pab:

The House divided (under Standing
Order 48):Ayes, 44; Noes, 20.

Head 16, Vote 1, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Vote No. 2.—Salaries and expenses of
the Ceylon High Commissioner in
India, Rs. 109,723.

Sub-head 1, Persong] Emolumeﬁts,
Rs. 77,016.

Dr. Perera: T move, ‘‘ That the Vote
be reduced by Rs. 100 In respect of

,Sub-head 1.”’

What I should like
House ig this,
better either
Commissioner

to submit to the
whether it would not be
t_o combine the Trade
m  Bombay with the
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High Commissioner in Delhi, or get rid
of the High Commissioner in India
altogether. I do not see the particular
purpose in having two entirely different
institutions. So, the Trade Commis-
sioner in India may be brought under
the High Commissioner and work may
be done as in London. For instance,
there are various Trade Commisioners
funetioning under the High Commis-
sioner in London and, in a similar way,
in India you can have the Trade Com-
 miissioner functioning under the High
Commissioner instead of having two
separate institutions. '

Mr. Dahanayake: Why does not this
High Commissioner issue an Adminis-
tration Report? We want all these
Commissioners and  Representatives
abroad to issue reports, both annually
and at other times so that they
may be made use of when important
subjects have to be discussed. My in-
formation is that the Trade Commis-
sioner in India does nothing except
read newspapers and attend functions.
It he does something substantial,
he ought to be able to put it down
on paper. I would insist that these
Trade Commissioners and others be call-
ed upon to issue annual Administration
~ Reports.

. Mr. Wilmot A. Perera: Before the
Hon. Prime Minister replies to the
questions asked, I should like to ask a
question with regard to the item, *° Out-
fit allowance to Ceylonese Officers,
Rs. 2,500.”" The present Trade Com-
missioner has been functioning in India
for a couple of years now. Therefore,
what is the reason for this new outfit
- allowance? Why is this allowance
wanted for the first time this year?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
Outfit allowances have been allowed
here in Ceylon also.

With regard to the question that has
been asked by the hon. Member for
Ruwanwella. regarding the Trade Com-
missioner in Bombay, I should like to
say that he is under the High Com-
missioner in Delhi. My hon. Friend
would realize that India is a little
different and a little bigger than Cey-
lon—I believe he realizes) that+-and
that the Government of Indibrnigoin
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New Delhi where there is not so much
of trade as in Bombay. Where there is
trade and trade activity, we have got to
havé a Trade Commissioner, and where
there is the Central Government we
have to have a High Commissioner.

Dr. Perera: What about Calcutta?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
Calceutta may want another Trade Com-

.missioner as time goes on.

Dr. Perera: I should like to ask a
question about this overseas allowance to
the Second Secretary.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: There is
no Amendment of the hon. Member with
regard to that item.

Dr. Perera: All these details follow
from the first item.

The Chairman: What does the hon.
Member want to know?

Dr. Perera: I see again that there is
an overseas allowance provided for the
Chief Clerk. The amount looks more
like a salary. After all, India is not so
far away. I do not know whether the
cost of living -there is so high when
compared with that of Ceylon.

The Hon, Mr. A. Ratnayake: The
cost-of-living index has gone up by
seventy pies.

Question, ““That the sum of
Rs. 109,723 for Head 16, Vote No. 2,
be inserted in the Schedule,” put, and
agreed to.

Head 16, Vote 2, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

Vote No. 3.—Salaries and expenses of
the Ceylon Ambassador in the United
States of America, Rs. 550,079.

Sub-head 1, Personal Ewmoluments,
s, 297,579,
Mr. Wilmot A. Perera: I move,
" That the Vote be reduced by
Rs. 100,000 in respeet of sub-head 1.’

Is it proposed to buy a residence for
the, Ceylon Ambassador in the United
Bl rilaa : = &

Stategvof America, too? I find that
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there is an item of Rs. 100,000 (special
expenses) for furniture, &c. for the Am__—
bassador’s residence, a sum of Rs. 257000
for his Office, and a further sum of
Rs. 6,000 for his Residence. Is an office
to be purchased in the United States,
too, and, if so, how much is it expected
to cost?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
The house there will cost Rs. 600,000.

Mr. Dahanayake: Sir, the country
really wishes to know whether there is
any Justification for the establishment of
a Legation in America. We propose to
have an Ambassador with a Counsellor
to advise him and you have given him

two Secretaries and a number of clerks. .

On the whole it is going to cost us

Rs. 650,000 a year,

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
The hon. Member is referring to Vote
No. 4.

My. Dahanayake: The whole position
is this. It has to be granted that you
need an Embassy in London because of
the Government’s connexion with the
British Empire. But I should like to
ask whether there is any special reason
why we should have a Legation in Ame-
rica. If we go on at this rate, it may be
that we would have Legations in cach
and every country.

The Hon. Mr. D. S.
That is most likely.

Senanayake :

Mr. Dahanayake: If that happens,
one after the other you will be sending
your hand-picked men overseas, and they
will all' be having cushy jobs and doing
nothing. These are the days of the
wireless, the radio and the radio tele-
phone, and I see no very close alliance
between Ceylon and America to malke
as spend so much money on a Legation
there. T wish to put it bluntly to the
Government and say that this post was
created for a special reason. The pre-
vious holder of the post of Ceylon Goy-
ernment Representative in  Tondon
accepted that post on the undertaking,
more or less, that when he vacated the
office of Minister in Ceylon, he would
be kept in London for g specific number
of years; otherwise, he would not have
vacated his office here ‘and tuken up 4
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job in London. Then, suddenly, events
moved very fast, and the Government
thought that a certain gentleman here
im Ceylon should be sent to London.
The position then was that it was diffi-
cult to dislodge the Ceylon Government
Representative in London. The whole
game became a chess-board with the
Hon. Prime Minister making the moves.
The gentleman in London had to be
moved somewhere else. At the same
time, the Government found that his
terms and conditions of service should
be maintained without disadvantage to
himself.

6.0 p.0.

Then, Sir, the next move on the chess-
board was to create this post of an
Ambassador in Washington. There is
no earthly reason why we should have
an Embassy, except that the Hon.
Prime Minister wants to move a pawn
of his on his political chess-hoard from
London to Washington.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: It is a
good move.

My, Dahanayake: If that is not the
correct position, will the Hon. Prime
Minister be frank enough to tell us what
work this Ambassador and his assistants
will be doing for us in future from his
Embassy in Washington?

Mr. Cholmondeley Goonewardene
(Kalutara): I should like to know what
necessity there is for a sum of Rs. 20.000
to be provided for a motor car for the
High Commissioner in America when the
cost of cars is much less in America.
For instance, the cost of a Packard in
Ceylon is about Rg. 16,500, and the cost
ot a Cadillac, which is known asg the
American ‘‘ Rolls Royce ” is  round
about Rs, 18,000, that is because of the
recent heavy import duties imposed by
the Hon. Minister of Finance. The
policy of the Government seems to be

ba-seq on the assumption that the
prestige of this country depends on
the extravagant manner of living,

and if that is the policy of this Govern-
ment, it seems to me to be an entirely
mistaken policy, and we, on this side
of the House, condemn that policy.

The Hon. Mr. D, §. Senanayake :
With regard to the remarlks made h
my_hon. Friend, the Membey for Galle,


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

141 Appropriation Bill

I am sorry I have simply to treat with
contempt the insinuations and the
motives he attributed to me. There is

not the slightest doubt that an Ambas-
sador is required in America, and it is
because of the fact that there is going
to be such close relations between the
two countries that America thought it
necessary to send an Ambassador here,
T wonder whether my hon. Friend would
say that it is a part of a conspiracy to
send my friend to England that we had
made arrangements with America to
send an Ambassador here, so that we can
have some excuse to send an Ambassador
there. :

With regard to the representative in
England itself, it is absolutely true that
Mr. Corea had a 5-year contract to be
in London as our Trade Commissioner.
He was asked by me whether he would
like to continue in that position or whe-
ther he would like to go to America as
our Ambassador. I felt that, as he had
been doing very good work in England,
he would be able to render still greater
service for us in America than in Eng-
land. Sir, of the two places, Mr. Corea
preferred America, and therefore we de-
cided to send him there. He has not
gone there as yet. He will be going
there in about October. That is the
position. But, of course, if the hon.
Member for Galle thinks that he could
make insinuations, attribute motives
and cast aspersions on people who have
already done yeoman service and are
prepared to do yet more yeoman service
as the representatives of this country,
if he thinks that that sort of thing is
the correct thing, well then he can
continue to do it.

Then there is one thing more and
that is, in regard to the need for this
officer. In that respect my hon. Friend
would stand to benefit more by getting
some advice from his chief as to how
things are done in other countries, than
visiting the bazaars in the Galle town
and thinking that the business in the
world is carried out in the same way
as it is carried out in the bazaars in
the Galle town.

Mr. Dahanayake: T am really
anxious to know what work this Am-
bassador in Washington will have. If
the Hon. Prime Minister can explain to
us what work this Ambassador will haye,
he will be able to set our minds, at rest.

3 AUGURT, 1948
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As things are, it seems to me that a new
post has been created without much
work to be done.

Mr. Cholmondeley Goonewardene:
The Hon. Prime Minister has nob
answered my question.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
As far as the question of the car is
concerned, it is only the value that has
been put down. If ‘a car can be
bouzht cheaper than the amount pro-
vided here, we will certainly buy it at
that price.

Mr. Keerthiratne: Sir, the American
Ambassador will be very useful to us ab
this moment. Now, take the case of
the Gal Oya scheme which the Hon.

- Minister of Agriculture has in view.

We will be requiring a great deal of
machinery for that purpose. At the
moment we are short of machinery, and
an Ambassador being appointed to
America just now will be of great
assistance to us in getting the machinery
that we mneed. Then, again, take the
case of the amount of textiles that we
get from America. Is that not an
added reason why we should have an
agent there?

Dr. Perera: Sir, I am a little dis-
appointed with what the Hon. Prime
Minister said. I quite agree that Mr.
Corea had made himself familiar with
his work in England and did a bit of
useful work. When that gentleman had
done such good work in England, is
there any reason why he should be-
suddenly shifted? I am not in a posi-
tion to disclose the nature of the private
talks the Hon. Prime Minister had with
Mr. Corea when he was here some
time back, but I do think that this was
not a wise move to make, to shift Mr.
Corea from London at this stage and
push him on to America. He has
gone voluntarily :

The Hon. Mr., D. S. Senanayake:ﬁ
Not voluntarily.

Dr. Perera: I am glad that it is nod
voluntarily. Perhaps there may have
been a difference of opinion on that
matter, as the Hon. Prime Minister
knows. But what I would like to ask
in this case is this. Although the hon.
Member for Kegalla put it rather
grudely, I do not know why, as we
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found under Vote 1, the work of the
Crown Agents for the Colonies should
be econeentrated entirely in London, if
in the future we hope to get so much
more material from America. Why
should we undertake this work? Sure-
ly, a portion of that work can be

passed on to America? '

- The Hon. Mr., D. S. Senanayake:
It can be. ;

Dr. Perera: But, then, why concen-
trate all our economic experts, account-
ants and the others in London alone?
In point of fact we might have to buy
more from the United States of America
than from England, particularly the
machinery. I do not think that is the
fask of an Ambassador. You might
really want all your accountants and
your economic experts in America than
in London. I do not think it is neces-
sary to concentrate all your efforts on
merely taking over the work of the
Crown Agents, as if -you are going to do
really all the work that the  Crown
Agents did in the past in London. That
is the point I should like to raise.

Mr. Keerthiratne: There seems to be
much talk about Mr. Corea being trans-
ferred to America. Hon. Members will
realize that as the headquarters of the
U.N.O. is in America, it is very neces-
sary that we should have a first-class
man there rather than in London. Our
Hon. Prime Minister, therefore trans-
ferred him to America so that we may
have a befter man there.

*Question, - °‘ That the sum of
Rs. 550,079 for Head 16, Vote No. 3,
be inserted in the Schedule ', put, and
agreed to.

‘Head 16, Vote 3, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

~ Vote No. 4.—Salaries and expenses of
Overseas Representations of Ceylon,
Rs. 650,000.

Sub-head 1.—Ceylon Government Repre-
sentatives in countries other than
United Kingdom, United States of
America and India, Rs. 300,000.

Dy, Perera: 1 move, ‘° That the

Note be reduced by Rs. 100 in respect
of sub-head 1. "
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We should like to have some indica-
tion of the other representatives that
the Hon. Prime Minister intends to send;
for instance. what other: countries has
he in mind.

D. S. Senanayake:
We intend sending someone 1o
Australia and Pakistan. Those are the
two countries for the present, and there
is still another place which we have not
finally decided on.

The Hon. Mr.

Mr. Dahanayake: Timbuctoo also.

The Chairman: Order, please.

Dr. Colvin R, de Silva: The point we
want to know is what are the places the
Hon. Prime Minister has in contempla-
tion other than Australia and Pakistan?
Then the other point is this: what is the
nature of the arrangements that he has
at present with the British Embassy,
Legations or Consuls abroad, with re-
gard to commercial intelligence, business,
and so on?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
Our arrangement has been this: where
we have no representatives and where
we want the British Embassy to do
some work for us, we have been sue-
cessful in arranging with them to do
our work.

Dr. Perera:
intelligence ?

Provide all commerecial

- The Hon, Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
It depends on the amount of work done,

Mr. S. A. Pakeman (Appointed
Member): Just one question, Sir. Are
those representatives who are ealled upon
to do this work paid any sort of fees or
remuneration for the work done?

Dr. Colvin R. de Silva: While conora-
tulating the British Government on its
customary generosity in thege matters,
the point T want to know is this: India
for instance, is opening various agencieé
1 various countries. Now, have we con-
sidered the question of whether there
Flvill_ nob be certain advantages to us of

aving arrangements with
because of the% nature of the Z%ii?l’ler&ggi
intelligence and so on that we want? |
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The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:

I might mention here that recently it
became necessary for us to approach
India, and I daresay they came to our
rescue by doing some work for us. I
might also add that not only India but
also Pakistan and even Burma came to
our rescue.

- Mr. Dahanayake: This is just the
thin end of the wedge. It is just a case
of appointing as many Ambassadors as
there are countries in the world by and
by. No details seem to have been given
us as to how it is proposed to spend this
Rs. 800,000, and from what we have
seen of the activities in the past, the
institution in London is to cost us 6
lakhs of rupees; the one in Delhi 1 lakh;
the one in America 5% lakhs of rupees;
and so on. There will be as many
embassies as there are countries. 1
think we must cry halt to this type of
squandermania. There is no reason
why, just becuse the Government be-
lieves that overnight we have turned
from a Colony to a Dominion, it should
send out its men to all parts of the world,
unless, of course, it is for specific duties
and for special purposes. There was a
talk the other day, for instance, of send-
ing a representative to Burma, another
one to the Far East, and I do not mind
telling the Hon. Prime Minister what is
being talked of by the man in the
street. It is said that every dislodged
politician can find an embassy some-
where in some part of the world, and
that those who serve the United National
Party faithfully and well can hope, if
they lose at the polls, to become Ambas-
sadors somewhere in the world. Is that
the position we are coming to? We
must ery halt to this. We cannot grant
vou a cent of this Vote because we have
not been furnished with the details.

Mr. Wilmot A. Perera: Why cannot
we make use of the Indian and British
Legations in those countries to carry out
our work? Pandit Nehru himself has
said that he is contemplating utilizing
the services of the British Legations
.owing to the cost of establishing ]uml as-

sies for India being so tlemendouql'y
high.
The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:

We are trying to do as muchas, we eauld,
Surely, my good Friends wilbidmow:dhat
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there are more than five countries in the
world.

Mr. Keerthiratne: India is almost on
the brink of being involved in a war, For
instance, the Arab League and Hydera-
bad may join hands and attack India.
Therefore, if we join India at this
moment, I ask, will we also not be
involved in a war?

The Chairman: Is the hon. Member
for Ruwanwella pressing the Amend-
ment?

Dr. Perera: No.

Sub-head 2—Special Missions abroad,
Rs. 250,000.

Dr. Perera: I move, ‘* That the Vote
be reduced by Rs. 100 in respect of
sub-head 2.

Can the Hon. Prime Minister throw
some light on special missions abroad, as
he has demanded an increase of 1} lakhs
of rupees. What special missions has
he in mind?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
We have joined the World Health
Organization, and we have received a
number of invitations to Conferences in
various parts of the world. As a matter
of fact, I am inclined to think that this
extra 1% lakhs that we are asking for will
not be enough. Hon. Members can just
imagine to what an extent we have been -
recognized that even our presence has
been considered to be invaluable at these
conferences.

Question, ‘‘ That the sum —of
Rs. 650,000 for Head 16, Vote No. 4,

be inserted in the Schedule ', put, and
agreed to.
Head 16, Vote 4, ordered to stand

part of the Schedule.

Head 17.—Police

Vote No.

1.—Salaries and expenses of
the

Police  Department including
grants and contribution to Social
Welfare Institutions and cost of
special services, Rs. 12,971,529.

Sub-head 1, Pcrsonal En'zolmnents
Pq 7,486,303,
6.15 p.Mm.

Dr. Perera: There are some Amend-
ments) by the Hon. Minister.


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

147 Appropriation Bill :

Mr, Wickremasinghe: [ move “° That
that Vote be reduced by Rs. 10 in
respect of sub-head 1, item ‘ Inspector-
General of Police ’."’

I wish to bring to the notice of the
Hon. Prime Minister that the Police
chiefs in outstations, when representa-
tions are submitted to them with regard
to the defects and misdoings of the
Inspectors and Sergeants in charge of
Police Stations in the area

The Chairman: Is the hon. Member
going  to deal with Sergeants and
Constables and not the Inspector-
General of Police? Are you going to
attack this Vote or are you going to
speak about others?

Mr. Wickremasinghe: I am going to
deal with the administration of the
Police Department, and that was why I
moved my Amendment. When repre-
sentations are made, inquiries are not
made properly. When a complaint is
made about an Inspector, the Inspector
of the neighbouring Police Station is
sent to inquire into the report made
against the other Inspector, and the
chief Police officer of the District
. does not immediately: attend to the
complaints made. What happens when
an inquiry is being made by the
Inspector of the neighbouring station?
All sorts of evidence is collected  and
everything that has got to be done to
protect the other Inspector is done, and
after three or four months a reply comes
from the chief Police Inspector of the
District, stating that there is insufficient
evidence or that the evidence does not
disclose a case against the Inspector, or

the Sergeant.or Constable concerned.

I would ask the Hon. Prime Minister,
where a representation is made against
an Inspector, or a Sergeant, or whom-
soever it may be, who is in charge of a
- Police Station, to see that the chief

Police officer of the District inquires

into that matter immediately, and to
see that, after the inquiry, if there is any
evidence that the Tnspector has not done
the correct thing, the officer concerned
is punished or adequately dealt with.
When these inquiries are made by offi-
cers of the same standing as the one
against whom the complaint is made,
the people are not satisfied. When the
Inspector of ' the neighbouring - Police
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Station comes and inquires, the com-
plainant is not satisfied because he goes
away with the idea that justice has not
been done, because a friend has been
sent to investigate into the offences
committed by an officer.

I have submitted at least four or five
petitions to the Superintendent of Police
of the Matara District—they were sub-
mitted by me as they were given to me
by the people—and wanted immediate
steps to be taken by the Superintendent
of Police to inquire into those matters, -
the details of which were given in those
petitions. But no inquiries ‘were held
by the Assistant Superintendent of
Police in that District, and replies were
sent later that the evidence was insuffi-
cient. To about two or three petitions
no reply has yet been sent though about
three or four months have elapsed. I
find, to my great regret, that when
people of status are concerned—it may
be simple hurt under section ol4, it
may be a case of insult under section
484, which could ordinarily be tried by
a Village Tribunal, it may be a case of
simple intimidation under section 486—
the Tnspector-General of Police goes
from Colombo to a district to make the
inquiry. I would remind him that the
law is no respecter of persons. If a poor
man's life is in danger, it is equally in
danger as the life of a man of status.
So, I would request the Hon. Prime
Minister to see that, when petitions
come irom rural areas regarding the
misdeeds of the Police, the Superinten-
dent of Police of those areas is asked ‘to
take steps immediately, so that the poor
people are given a good hearing and
justice is done.

Mr. Dahanayake: T want to invite the
attention of the Hon. Prime Minister
particularly to one point, and that I8
the salary that the Government has
offered to the present holder of the post
of Inspector-General of Police. The
salary attached to the post before the
present holder assumed office was
Rs. 18,600 to Rs. 20,400. The present
holder of the office was g member of
Class 1., Grade II., of the Ceylon Civil
Serviece. When he was appointed as
the TInspector-Gieneral of ‘Police, a
special salary was attached to the holder

of the pogt. That special salary is
£1,800°¢0£2,000.
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~The Hon. Mr. D. 8. Senanayake:
1t was decided last year.

Mpyr. Dahanayake: I want to know how
and why this happened. The salary
geale that was offered to the present
holder is the salary scale that the Gov-
ernment offered to a Permanent Seecre-
tary. Here is the Inspector-Gemeral of
Police, the head of a department,

placed on a scale very much above the -

scales offered to all other heads of de-
partments in Government Service, and
offered a scale equivalent to the scale
of a Permanent Secretary. And, bSir,
on the top of such a bright and stupen-
dous scale of salary, the present holder

was knighted only the other day.
Well, I suppose there are still more
promotions, still greater promotions

awaiting him. T was even tempted to
say of the present holder, in the words
of Shelley:

** Hail to thee, Sir Richard!
Bird thou never wert.”

because he was flying higher and higher
up in the air.

Now, I ask you, Mr. Chairman, to
discover for the House any special rea-
son under the sun why the head of the
Police Department should have been
given this exceptional treatment. Is
the Police Department a productive De-
partment? TIs it something that ==
connected with the economics of %his
country? Is it something that has a
very big say in the welfare, in the
material prosperity, of the people of this
country? Or, if not, on the other hand,
i the Police Department merely a set
of warders and watchers, whose primary
duty is to see that the law is obeyed
" and that there is no breach of the law
on the part of the average citizen? 1
do not know why you have invested this
particular office with such tremendous
importance.

It may be that, to the minds of the
hon. Members of the Government, who
feel that their very existence as a power
in the land is at stake, the Police Depart-
ment should be there in full force and
power and with possibility to shield
them at a moment’s notice. Is that
the reason why the head of the Police
Department is given a fancy salary? I
cannot for the life of me discover the
reason why this officer was given
exceptional treatment.
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We will look at it from the angle of
other officerg in the Service. Why is it
that this “particular officer is meted @
special treatment and not the others?
Are there no other Departments which
are of greater use to the country, which
are of greater importance to the people,
that their heads of Departments should
have been treated better. 1 say that
this is a position which this House-can-
not accept. I feel that the head of the
Police Department does much less
service than an average Police Constab.e
or an ayerage village headman—if you
ask me, Mr. Chairman. I feel that we
should revert him to the salary that the
previous holder of the office was given
when he held that post.

Mr. P. Kumarasiri (Hakmana): 1
wish to raise one or two matters in con-
nection with the Police Department.
There is a very grave and dangerous
situation prevailing in the Matara and
Hambantota Districts as a result of
Police assaults. According to the com-
plaints I have been receiving during the
past few months, the number of these
police assaults on innocent villagers
seems to be increasing. 3%

There was, for instance, the case of
the Werelle Police in the Morawak
Korale where there were assaults on
innocent villagers almost daily. There
was a memorandum sent signed by me
and two other Members of Parliament
to the Hon. Minister of Home Affairs
who was at that time in charge of the
Police Department, and a copy of it was
sent to the Inspector-General of Police
and, if I remember right, another copy
to the Prime Minister, too. But up to
date we have mnot received an
acknowledgment of this memorandum.
Apart from making inquiries into about
24 cases of assaults, we have not yet
received even an acknowledgment from
either the Minister of Home Affairs or
the Inspector-General of Police.

Then there was another case Wher;\!
the Kamburupitiya Police, in the course
of a raid on a gambling den, assaulfed
an innocent man who had come to the
co-operative stores to buy his provisions.
That man was injured, and he was lyine
in hospital for about two weeks. I
made representations to the Assistant
Superintendent of Police, and up to this
day I have not been informed of any
IPH]E TS
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The Chairman: Is not that enough?

Mpr. Kumarasirvi: Another incident was
brought to my notice, from the Hak-
mana Police area, by a man belonging
to the so-called depressed caste. Be-
cause he tiled his roof—that was the
first time when a man of the depressed
caste tiled the roof of his house—some

- members of the so-called higher caste
had broken down the whole house. The

- incident took place about two weeks

ago. Though I made immediate repre-

- gentations to the Assistant Superinten-

<

dent of Police, no action has yet been
. taken infto an incident which normally
would have led to communal riots.
But on the other hand I might mention,
‘as my hon. Friend, the Member for
Akuresga, pointed out, when the
aggrieved party happens to be a Parlia-
mentary Secretary, the Deputy Inspee-
tor-General of Police is rushed from
Colombo and a Superintendent of
Police is rushed from Galle; but when
the aggrieved party is an innocent vil-
leger or a helpless peaseant, no action is
taken in spite of representations made
by Members of Parliament.

The Hon. Mr. Goonesinha: No
repetitions, please. I move that the
| Question be now put. We came to an
~ agreement—

Dr. Perera: You came to no agree-
. ment.

The Hon. Mr. Goonesinha: We
- submitted a programme of work which
| they accepted.

o I_)r. Perera: Who submitted?

Dr. Colvin R. de Silva: We have a
- Government Whip who is always trying
- to suppress discussion.

o

.~ Mr. Cholmondeley Goonewardene:
~ 1 wish to refer to the question—

The Chairman: T cannot accept the
‘closure. I must inform hon. Members
that there is an understanding come to
by the hon. Members. I think the
matter has been sufficiently discussed.

- The Hon. Mr. Goonesinha: If
they are breaking the agreement, I will
throw this away and keep quiet.

Mr. Cholmondeley Goonewardene:
I -wish to refer to the question of entries
made in Police Stations. Some time
ago there was a Resolution passed by
the State Council, moved by the then
Member for Avissawella, but -at that
time the Hon. Minister of Home Affairs
flouted the decision of the House. We
hope that the Hon. Minister of Defence
and Exterral Affairs, who is so anxious
to promote the mnational languages,
would at least see that entries at Police
Stations are made in the language in
which complaints are made. We know
the difficulties that people experience at
Police Stations when their entries are
taken down in a language that they do
not understand. We also ought to
know the importance of first complaints
in Magistrates” Court cases. A large
number of cases fail because of the de-
fects in first complaints. We want
some sort of definite assurance from the
Hon. Minister as to what his policy is
in regard to this matter.

6.50 p.M.

Dr. Perera: On a point of prineciple,
Mr. Speaker, this is a matter in which
I have no doubt the Prime Minister can
allocate whatever Departments he likes
to himself and distribute the other De-
partments, also as he likes—there is no
doubt about that; but I think it is only
fair that we should make this observa-
tion, that we know of no country where
the Police Department has been asso-
ciated with the same Minister who is
also in charge of the Military section.
There is a danger in such an event, and
that is why I think that in most demo--
cratic countries the two branches are
kept distinctly separate. The same
Minister who gives orders to the Military
should not also be responsible for giving
orders to the Police.

It is more or less the recognized prin-
ciple, you will find throughout the
world, that the Minister of Defence who
has authority over the Military Force,
should not also be the Minister -
responsible for the Police Department.

The Chairman: There is no hard and
fast rule as such.

Dr. Perera: I am only observing the
general practice that obtains. T do this
only because I think it is rather im-
portant that the Police, which is only
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meant for internal defence, should not
be militarized—should not be treated as
a Military unit. That, I think, is the
principle that has been observed
throughout the democratic  world.
Therefore, I would like to make the
observation that, so far as this question
1s concerned, I greatly regret that that
principle has not been in operation in
this particular case also. Whatever may
be the reason because of which the
Hon. Prime Minister has decided to have
the Police Department under him, all
that T can say is that I do wish and
hope that he will, as far as is possible,
keep the two things quite separate, and
that he will not let the Police merely
become an adjunct of the Military.

‘Mr. A. Reginald Perera: May I also
make a few remarks?

The Chairman: As I have said pre-
viously, the Hon. Prime Minister cannot
wait long—he has an engagement.

Mr. A. Reginald Perera: I shall not
take long—only two minutes. Mr.
Chairman, as you might be aware, in
the past, particularly during the regime
of Dowbiggin and Banks, recruitment
to the Police was done on a communal
basis.

The Chairman: That is not so now.

Mr. A. Reginald Perera: It might
not have been openly stated as such,
but if you study the figures, particularly
the Administration Reports of Bacon,
you will see that 60 Inspectors have been
drawn from the Sinhalese community
an 40 from the Burgher community.
}I;.‘ow, Mr. Chairman, that policy might

ave

The Chairman: Does the hon. Mem-
ber mean to say that there is none from
the Tamil community?

Mr. A. Reginald Perera: There is,
but I only wished to draw. the attention
of the Hon. Prime Minister to a certain
aspect of recruitment. It may have
been all right, Mr. Chairman, for the
purpose of using the Police as
machinery to cow and intimidate the
people. I do not wish, Mr. Chairman,
to say that we should not recruit from
the Burgher community.'9"“0On’ "the
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contrary, if they are the best people,
let every man be recruited from the
Burgher community; but we must
have an assurance from the Prime
Minister that, in future, recruitment to
the Inspectorate—even to the higher
Grades—will be only on merit. I am
not making this observation on a
communal basis.

The Chairman: That is how it works
now. - ;

Mr, A, Reginald Perera: No, Sir.

Dr. Colvin R. de Silva: I will just
take two minutes on a different matter, =
Sir. I want to bring to the notice of
the Hon. Prime Minister that the hon.
Inspector-General of Police has used hig
powers, which he is purported to derive
under Section 56 of the Police Ordin-
anee, to impose a series of Welfare
Committees upon his Force.

You sev here, S, that the Inspector-
General of Police has sought to substi-
tute, ‘for the old Sergeants and
Constables’”  Association, a  certain.
machinery of organization by parade
orders. The men refused to respond.
Now, under Section 56 of the Police
Ordinance, he imposes a series of Wel-
fare Committees upon them. I want
to bring to the notice of the Hon. Prime
Minister that I do at this stage affum
that Section 56 was obviously never
meant for such a use as that. 1 _
meant for the purpose of disciplinary
control of the Force, ete., and to give
the Inspector-General the rights and -
powers to keep control over his men.
This is a method of forcing a particular
method of organization on them in order
to provide a basis for other Government-
al schemes; and T would call upon the
Prime Minister to indicate to the Ims-
pector-General of Police that the use of
powers given for one set of purposes
for some other administrative purpose
like this will only result in bringing that
particular power and the law itself into
disrepute in the very Force that is
expected to enforce that power.

Mr. Kumaraswamy: May I make a
few observations, Sir?

The Chairman: T said the Hon. Prime
Minister must go away because he has
an engagement. Do you have anything
néw to ‘add? :

It swas *
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Mr. Kumaraswamy: On some other

Head.
The Chairman: About what?

Mr. Kumaraswamy: About — my

constituency.

The Gha.irhlan: It cannot be allowed.
Hon. Members had about one and a half
hours to say what they wanted.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
“In regard to the question regarding
complaints made to Police Inspectors
and others, I might say this much, that
it is very difficult for me to reply to any
complaints because I am not aware of
any of these facts: If I were made
aware of those facts, I would be able to
say whether they are true or mot and
what happened. But when statements
are made suddenly—and I know nothing
about the matters ynder complaint—to
the effect that the Home Minister and
the Inspector-General of Police have
been petitioned, and perhaps the Prime
Minister, too, in spite of the fact that
the Prime Minister has never been
approached on this question, it makes it
very difficult for me to give any reply.

I can assure my -hon. Friend the
Member for Hakmana, however, that if
there are any complaints that he has to
make, T shall be very glad to inquire
inte them and give him a reply.

With regard to the salary of the
Inspector-General of Police, I can only
say that this is a question which was
discussed last year and approved by this
House. With regard to the appoint-
‘ment, I can say that it was a choice
which I made, and T am happy that I
made that choice. Previous fo this
there were two Inspectors-General—one,
I believe, was Col. Halland and the
other Mr. Bacon—who had been draw-

-ing almost the same salary. I even
believe that Sir Herbert Dowbiggin was
drawing the same salary. Well, there
was a sort of feeling that we would not
be able to get any one in Ceylon to fill
the post with acceptance, but I can say,
Sir, that we were fortunate in getting
Sir Richard Aluwihare to take up this
post. He only thought of the service

~which he was called upon to render and -

nothing about himself. There is not
the slightest doubt that if he @id not
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take up this post, he would have been
appointed as one of the Perma,ne.n,t
Secretaries. He was not concerned with
what he obtained, but when it was
considered necessary that he should be
asked to serve in any capacity, -he
responded without question or inquiring

" what salary he was going to get or what

his prospects were.

I feel sure that, from the time he has
been Inspector-General of Police, even
my hon. Friend the Member for Galle
feels safer that he did before. I re-
member how, times out of number, he
had asked for Police protection, indicgt-
ing what confidence he has in the Police
Force. The very fact that he chooses
to abuse the Police when he speaks
about them indicates that it is only with
their protection that he can even do
that.

Mr. Dahanayake: Police protection is
afforded under the law:.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
I am sure that no one who has any
sense of fairness would deny that the
present Inspector-General of Police has
transformed a discontented and un-
reliable Force into one of which we are
proud and one that can secure for us as
much protection as we would wish to
have. Today the Police Force is a loyal
and good Force. Unfortunately, perhaps
owing to the mischievous activities of
certain people, and not due to any
inherent fault in the men themselves, it
may perhaps have been true that the
Police Force was a little disorganized
and discontented.

Mr. T. B. Ilangaratne (Kandy):
What about their Union?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
The hon. Member can have the Union;
we will have the Police Force. As far
as we are concerned we desire to give
protection to the people, and we will
give that protection.

As to why the Police Force has been
brought under the Defence Ministry,
Sir, T feel that it is not only the privilege
or the right of a Prime Minister to allot

-subjects, but that it is his duty when he

considers a certain Department requires

special attention that he should not shirk
that duby!
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Dr. Perera: That is a reflection on
the Minister of Home Affairs.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
Tt is not a reflection on the Minister of
Home Affairs, though perhaps it may be
a compliment to some of the individuals
who are creating trouble in this country.
Whatever it may be, the matter re-
quired my attention and I have used my
diseretion in it.

What further questions ‘have 1 fo
answer?

My. Cholmondeley Goonewardene:
The question of making entries at Police
Stations.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
Ag far ag that ig concerned, anyone can
enter a complaint in the Police
Information Book in any language he
likes.

‘Hon. Members: No, no.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
He can do so.

Mr. Dahanayake: Will you make that
order tomorrow?

Dr. Perera: Will you publish that?
Will you make the announcement in
the papers that anybody can make their
entries at Police Stations in Tamil or
Sinhalese? Now it cannot be done
except in the FEnglish language, and
that also is done by the Sergeant.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
All right, T will look into that.

Dr. Colvin R. de Silva: There are two
aspects to this problem—one is the right
of language, and the other is the right
of writing in one’s own language. 1
myself have had the experience that,
when T state that such and such a thing
happened, the Sergeant changed my
HEnglish—he changed my sentence.

The Chairman: I have made entries
in the Police Information Book myself
without having a Sergeant to do it for
me.

Dr. Colvin R. de Silva: Well, Sir,
one has the right; but it is not often
that one is allowed to exercise that right:
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The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
T always was under the impression that
that was what was being done.

What elge is there for me to answer?

Dr. Colyin R. de Silva: Section 56 of
the Police Ordinance.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
With regard to Section 56 of the Police
Ordinance, I must admit that T do not
know the scope of the Section, buf 1
shall certainly look into it.

The Chairman: Will the Hon.
Minister of Finance move  his
Amendments in respect of sub-head 1?

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardéne: I move,
the following Amendments:

““ That the Vote be increased by
Rs. 2,400 in respect of sub-head 1, item
Labourers (for Headquarters, etc.) """

““ That the .Vote be increased by
Rs. 2,225 in respect of sub-head 1, new
item ¢ 6 Daily-paid labourers for Police
Training School, Katukurunda .”

““ That the Vote be increased by -
Rs. 8,000 in respect of sub-head 1, new
item ¢ Welfare Officer "."’

Mr. Dahanayake: What are
functions of this Welfare Officer?

The Chairman: Organizing welfare
centres in the Police Department.
That was recommended long ago.

Question, ‘“ That the Vote be in-
creased by Rs. 2,400 in respect of
sub-head 1, item * Labourers (for
Headquarters, ete.)’,”” put and agreed
to.

the

Question, ‘‘ That the Vote be in-
creased by Rs. 2,225 in respect of sub-
head 1, new item °6 . Daily-paid
labourers for Police Training School,
Katukurunda ’,”" put, and agreed to.

Question, ‘“ That the Vote be in-
creased by Rs. 3,000 in respecf of sub-
head 1, new item ‘1 Welfare Officer ’,”’
put, and agreed to.

The Chairman: Amendments under
any other sub-heads?

Dr.
R B!

Perera: Yes, Sir, under sub-
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Sub-head 4, Grants towards Social and
Welfare Services, etc., Rs. 141,080.
The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: I have

an Amendment under sub-head 4. I

move, ‘' That the Vote be reduced by

Rs. 17,600 in respect of sub-head 4.”

This reduction is due to the fact that

certain grants have been transferred to

the Ministry of Labour and Social
oervices—the grants in respect of the

Child Protection = Society and the

Jayasekera Home. :

Question put, and agreed to.

Sub-head 5, Eenis of hired premises
and maintenance of cattle pounds,
Fs. 692,000.

Mr. Wilmot A. Perera: I move,
*‘ That the Vote be reduced by Rs. 10
in respect of sub-head 5.

This is in regard to rents of hired pre-
mises. We understand that there is a
programme—a five-year plan or some-
thing—to put up buildings, but where
can we get an indication as to what the
priority is «with regard to the stations
that have been selected?

6.45 p.ar.
The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
- The information cannot be given

immediately. Plans are being drawn
by the P.W.D. and the land has to be
acquired. Within the next three or
four months T shall be able to give some
idea of the work that will be done next
year or the year after.

Mr. Wilmot K. Perera: Tn my con-

- stituency there is a police station at

Anguruwatota where the accommoda-
tion is quite inadequate. The Inspector,

@ married man, is expected to live in a
- small room. Conditions there are quite

“ impossible .

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
We shall do our best.

Sub-head 6.—Miscellaneous Services,
s. 309,110.

Dr. Perera: I move, ‘‘ That the Vote

‘be reduced by Rs. 20,000 in respect of

sub-head 6. The object is to delete the
item, *“ C.I.D. Special Expenditure *’.

The Hon.
Why?

Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
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Dr, Perera: That is the money they
ear-mark to keep track of some of the
so-called * mischief-makers * Ob-
viously, the P. M. cannot expect us to
pass that vote! We must, on principle,
oppose it. :

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
I was under the impression that they
were not mischief-makers!

Dr. Perera: That is your own state-
ment. I am merely echoing your own
statement.

The Chairman: Do you press your
Amendment?

Dr. Perera: Yes.

Question, “ That the Vote be reduced
by Rs. 20,000 in respect of sub-head
6, ”’ put. . ¥

The Committee divided (under S.0.
48): Ayes, 17; Noes, 40. _

Sub;head 1.1.—Seven horses for Police
Stables, Rs. 8,750.
Mr. J. C. T. Kotalawela: Under sub-
head 11 I find they are providing for
seven horses for the Police stables.

Sub-head 9.—10 wmotor cars and 200
pedal cycles (replacements). (token
. vote), Rs. 65,000.

Dr. Perera: Before sub-head 11, there

is an Amendment in my name under
sub-head 9. Why is a token vote
being asked for under. this sub-head?

The Chairman: Rs. 65,000 cannot be
a ‘‘ token ”’ vote.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
We can make use of the savings.

The Chairman: This is apparently a
re-vote.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
We will make use of savings under the
other votes.

The Chairman: It is a mistake to call
this a token vote.

Sub-head 11.—Seven horses for Police

Stables, Rs. 8,760,
Mr. J. C. T. Kotalawela:

seven norses :

They Want it
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Mr. Dahanayake: That is for horse-
play!
Mr. J. C. T. Kotalawela: In addition

to- the cars and cycles, they want
horges

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake: .

A horse is equivalent to about 12 con-
stables when it comes to keeping order
during processions, &c. I am cerfain
that the use of these horses will be called
for by my hon. Friends opposite more
often than by us!

Mr. Keuneman: Why not call this
a ‘“ Horse Force "', instead of *° Police
Forece "’?

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: I move
the following Amendments:

'~  ‘““That the Vote be increased by

Rs. 2,137 in respect of New sub-head
* Compensation in respect of Requisi-
- tioned premises, 31, Main street,
Trincomalee’ .”’

““ That the Vote be increased by
Rs. 2,361 in respect of New sub-head
‘ Compensation in respect of Requisi-
tioned premises, 388, Green road,

L ]

Trincomalee ’.

““ That the Vote be increased by
Rs. 52,000 in respect of New sub-head

“ Wireless  equipment  for - Police
(Revote) '."’
““ That the Vote be increased by

Rs. 29,500 in respect of New sub-head
* Purchase of a new motor launch ’.”

Amendments agreed to.

Question, ‘“ That the sum of
Rs. 13,086,227 for Head 17, Vote No. 1,
be inserted in the Schedule *’, put, and
agreed to.

Head 17, Vote 1, as amended, ordered
to stand part of the Schedule.

Head 19.—Minister of Finance

Vote 1.—Salaries and Exzpenses of the
Office of the Minister of Finance,
Rs. 182,306.

Sub-head 1.—Personal emoluments,
Rs. 142 464.

The Hon. Mr, Jayewardene: I move,
““That the Vote be increased by
Rs. 3,000 in respect of sub-head 1, New
item, * Allowance forr TExpert
Agsigtance ’."’

Q——J. N. 13491 (8/48)
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This is to enable us to engage the
services of experts when questions like
Sterling assets agreements and other
mapters come up. There are very few
officers in the Ministry of Finance who
can keep in touch with international .
events, maintain a library and sum-
marise agreements that other countries
enter into. It may be useful if the
services of cerfain Hconomists in Ceylon
can be requisitioned on a small
allowance—Rs. 250 a month.

Mr. Keuneman: The experts you refer
to are local experts?

_The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: Yes.

Dr. Colvin R. de Silva: This is fo
enable you to spend the money when-
ever you feel the need to obtain expert
assistance, other than that available in
you own Department?

Question ‘‘ That the Vote be in-
creased by Rs. 3,000 in respect of sub-

head: 1, New item, °‘ Allowance for
Expert Assistance ’,”’ put, and agreed
to. '

Dr. Perera: Will you permit me, Sir,
to relate my Amendment under sub-
head 1 to the item, °° Additional
Asgistant Secretary

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: That
was passed by the House.

Mr. Dahanayake: Will you permit
me, Sir, to refer to the item °° Minister
of Finance .

The Chairman: We are on Head 19,
Vote P '

Mr. Dahanayake: I want to refer to
the Minister of Finance.

Dr, Perera: I want some information
about the Additional Assistant Secretary.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: The
House passed a Supplementary Hsti-
mate about two weeks ago for an
Assistant Secretary under this Head.

New Departments have come into the

Ministry, and that makes it necessary
to appoint an extra Assistant Secretary.

| M}-. Dahanayake: I wish to refer to
the  item °° Minister of Finance ’’.
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Mr, Wilmot A. Perera: Is this special
officer coming over from the HKducation
Department?

The Hon. Mr, Jayewardene: No.
This is merely an addition to the cadre.
You want to know who has been

appointed?

Mpr., Wilmot A. Perera: Yes.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: Mr. T. D.
Jayasuriya is coming in.

Mr. Keuneman: In regard to the item
““ Minister of Finance ""——

‘The Chairman : There 18 no
Amendment in relation to that item.

Mr. Dahanayake: May I raise a ques-
tion of general policy under the item
** Minister of Finance *'?

Mr. Keuneman: Could the Minister
tell us what has resulted from the visit
of Mr. Colin Clarke, who functioned as
a sort of adviser on financial reorganiza-
tion under the new Constitution? Can
we have an indication from the Minister
as to what financial changes are to be
made? '

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene:
Mz. Clarke was here for three days. He
has submitted a report to the Prime
Minister, in which he has made some
very valuable suggestions.

Dr. Colvin R. de Silva: Only three
days?

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: Yes.

Dr. Colvin R. de Silva: He must be
a genius!

Mr. Keuneman: Will that report be
published?

The Hon., Mr. Jayewardene: The
Report was submitted to the Prime
Minister and I must ask the Prime
Minister about it.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Mr. Dahanayake: 1 wish now to refer
to a question of general policy.

The report on the Budget leakage is
out, and, according to that report, it is
established that there was a leakage. 1
want to know whether the Minister of
Finance will accept responsibility for
that leakage, and, if he accepts responsi-
bility, whether he will act as other
Ministers similarly placed have acted in
the past.

Dr. Perera: On a point of Order: 1
have discussed this matter with you,
Sir, as I thought it might involve a
question of privilege, and you told me
that it would be better not to raise this
matter at this stage.

The Chairman: The hon. Member for
Ruwanwella saw me, on this subjeect,
and he told me that he wanted to raise
this question as a matter of privilege. 1
could not tell him then whether it was
a matter of privilege— :

The Hon. Mr, Jayewardene: If I take
responsibility for the leakage, and it is
mine, I shall certainly resign at once.

The Chairman: The hon. Member for
Ruwanwella placed the matter before
me, and I told him that at the moment
I could not say whether a question of
privilege was involved, but that I
would look into it. ‘

Mr. Sivapalan: Could the Minister of
Finance tell us what policy he proposes
to adopt in regard to the absorption of
the temporary clerks into the permanent
Service?

One important point I would like to
stress is that " by circular
No. 126/47/391 /47—

The Chairman: Was not that point
explained in detail by the Minister?

Mr. Sivapalan: This point has arigen
subsequently—

The Chairman: Tt was in reference to
thie 'absorption of temporary clerks
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Mr. Sivapalan: In terms of that not made by the Minister, I shall be

circular a certain number of temporary satisfied.

clerks are not to be absorbed into the

permanent service. One of the condi- : :

tions laid down in the ecircular is 'that The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: These

men over 40 years of age will not be bemporary clorks  and em;‘ﬂoyees—we

- have widened the term temporary

allowed to come into the permanent
service.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: It is g
very complicated agreement that we
have come to with the Temporary Clerks
Association. I am not in a position to
disclose all the details now, but if the
hon. Member would ask a Question in
the normal way, 1 shall file an answer.

Mr. Sivapalan: I merely want to
impress upon the Minister the import-
ance of settling one point at issue
between him and the temporary clerks.
I do not want him to reply now. 1 am
not concerned so much with getting a
reply from him now as with Gettmg an
assurance from him that the matter will
be considered.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: The
matter has been decided, and applica-
tions have been called for.

The Chairman: An agreement has
been eome to between the Temporary
Clerks Association and the Minister.

Mr., Dahanayake: I challenge that
statement: I maintain that the Tempo-
rary Clerks Association did not agree to
the terms laid down by the Minister.

has so

The Chairman: The Minister
stated.

Mr. Sivapalan: On the 10th Oectober,
1947, the temporary clerks were told
that they would be absorbed into the
permanent service if they had the mini-
mum educational qualifications, and
were under 40 years of age. That
stipulation Iegrudmo age is very unfair
to people who have put in ten to fifteen
years of service, expecting to be absorbed
into the permanent service at some point
in their career. On the other hand,
people with just two or three years’
service are to be absorbed into the per-
manent service. If this digtinetion 18

9—~—1J. N. 13491 (8/48)

clerks '’ and brought in the term °° tem-
porary employees =~ as well—have been
given the right to sit for the General
Clerical  Service  examination  on
conditions they never enjoyed before.

My. Sivapalan: People over 40 years
of age are excluded. Even men who are
just ten or twelve, or fourteen days,
over the age of 40, are to be excluded
from the examination. These men plead
that they should be allowed to sit for
the examination. '

Thes Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: There
must be gome dividing line.

Mr. Sivapalan: Merely because the
Government issued a cireular in these
ambiguous terms, these poor men should
not be made to suffer—men who are
just 14 or 15 days over the age of 40—
and denied the rights which they enjoyed
five years ago.

Mr. Ilangaratne: T wish to refer to
the discrimination made as between
strikers and non-strikers. I wish to
bring to the notice of the Minister that
this diserimination has been made in the
Treasury as between those who took part
in the last general strike and the
non-strikers.

With
Not

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene:
regard to temporary employees?
now

Mr. Ilangaratne: I happened to step
into a certain office to interview the
officer concerned on behalf of a certain
temporary clerk, and the first question
put to me was whether he was a
striker or a non-striker.

The Chairman: There is a Motion on
the subject being debated in this
House.
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Mrp. Ilangaratne: The Minister of
Finance appealed to me to advise
Government Servants to co-operate

with Government. I have had occasion
to consult the clerks on that subject,
and their complaint is that the Govern-
ment does not go even half way to meet
their requirements.  Representations
have been made times out of number
on various subjects, and the Govern-
ment ftakes up the aftitude that it is
not prepared to compromises on any
issue.

7.0 p.M.

- For ingtance, with regard to Union
matters—I could read the correspond-
ence I have with me—all correspondence
has come to some abrupt end because of
the attitude of the Ministry.

Then, again, the Deputy Secretary to
the Treasury was asked fto contribute
a ‘° Horeword =’ to the Union’s maga-
zine, buf he gave an abrupt ** No . A
similar attitude was adopted when the
members wanted to go on deputation to
interview the Minister.:

- Unless the Hon. Minister of Finance
goes out of his way to entertain them
or at least goes half way to meet them,
there will be no possibility of solving
this problem.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: The
hon. Member should not make vague
statements like this. Can he not give
any concrete instance? Let him men-
tion any particular body of people who
“wanted to come and see me and were
refused.

o Who  were refused an
interview?
Mr. Ilangaratne: The refusal may

?1_01'_, have come from the Hon. Minister;
it may have come from his Department.

Mr, Kanagaratnam: May T know
what is being done with the recommen-
dations of the Cadres Commission? 1T
was told that some order was issued by
the Treasury to send a circular to the
various departments to 1rake their
report on the recommendations, but
later the ecircular was withdrawn
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The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: Certain
circulars were withdrawn because they
had been issued before the Ministers
could congider the recommendations
contained in the Report of the Cadres
Commission. The Treasury appointed
a special Committee, which went into
the whole Report and made its own re-
commendations. Those recommenda-
tions are mow being considered by miy
Parliamentary Secretary, a gentleman
of great experience, and after they
have been seen by me, they will be
submitted. to the Cabinet immediately
the Budget debate is over.

Mr. Dahanayake: May I inform the
Hon. Minister of Finance that he is
labouring under a very grave misappre-
hension if he thinks that he has solved
the problem of the temporary clerks.
He has not done it, and he has not
satisfied  the ~ Temporary = Clerks
Association.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: Why?

Mr. Dahanayake: A little while ago
the Hon. Minister said that he had
come to an agreement with the Tem-
porary Clerks Association. Nothing of
the sort happened. The temporary
clerks as a body are seething with dis-
content. They are disgusted with the
conditions of service. f.f‘bhey have been
asked by the Hon. Minister of Finance
to compete with men who are about
10 or 12 years junior to them in age
and are very much more qualified. It
is certainly not possible for them to
compete with such men.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: May I
stop the hon. Member before he com-
mits further mistakes? The temporary
clerks have not been asked to compete
with anyone junior to them. They
have been given a special syllabus, a
special number of posts has been re-
served for them, and every condition
that they wanted has been granted.

Dr. Perera: There are 400 posts.

Dr. Colvin R. de Silva: What is the
proporticn of posts reserved for them?
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‘The Chairman: Will the hon. Mem-
bers let the Hon. Minister finish what
he has to say?

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: Iivery
condition that the temporary -clerks
wanted has been granted, and they
have written to me saying that they
agree with these conditions. I have
geen their representative. I do not
know whether the hon. Members are
talking of some other Temporary Clerks,
Association. The temporary clerks all
met me and the Secretary to the
- Treasury, and with them the conditions
were drafted.

Mr. Dahanayake: How  many
temporary clerks could be recruited
under those terms and conditions?

The Hon. Mpr. Jayewardene: Those
‘who pass the examination will be
recruited.

Mr. Dahanayake: I do not think they
will pass the examination. These are
men who cannot pass examinations, but
‘who have served Government extremely
well—much better than many of the
Ministers—at a time ‘when the
Government were in dire need.

Mr. Keuneman: Will the Hon. Minis-
ter give an indication as to how many
posts will be filled: a mere handful or
a substantial number?

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: 300 or
400.

Dr. Colvin R. de Silva: What is the
total number of temporary clerks in
Government Service?

. The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: The
hon. Member is setting me a mathema-
tical problem. I can find it out and let
him know.

Dr. Colvin R. de Silva: Are 400 posts
to be filled from about 4,000 temporary
clerks?

Dr. Perera: About 3,000 temporary
clerks are involved. !
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My, liahanayake: The Hon. Minister

should not imagine that there is no dis-

content among the temporary clerks.

Mr, Sivapalan: Can the Hon. Minis-
ter state whether the age limit has been
removed? The age limit at present pre-
vents intelligent people from competing.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: The
temporary clerks themselves wanted to
have an age limit. Further, with re-
gard to those clerks who may not pass
the examination, they will discuss with
the Hon. Minister of Agriculture and
T.ands the question of colonization.
They also realize that everybody canaot
be absorbed into Government Service;
only those who pass the examination
will be absorbed.

Mr. Wilmot A. Perera: May I know
from the Hon. Minister what procedurz
is adopted for allotting Government
bungalows in Brownrigg road, and who
is responsible for this work?

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: There
are certain officials in the Treasury who
do . the allotting, and my Permanens’
Secretary is the ultimate authority.

Mr. Wilmot A. Perera: I raised thaf
question because matters have been re-
presented to me and there is a certain
amount of dissatisfaction. '

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: There
will be dissatisfaction so long as there
are a few bungalows and a large number
of applicants, Before the war there
were more bungalows than applicants.
but today the number of applicants is
far larger than the number of bungalows
available.

There are certain rules drafted, and
according to those rules, as far as it is
humanly  possible, bungalows
allotted to applicants.

Mr. Wilmot A. Perera: My submis-
sion is that those rules are not very
strictly adhered to.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: Could
the hon. Member give particulars with
regard”to that?

aress
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Mr. Wilmot A, Perera: I will, if the
Hon. Minister wishes me to.

Dr. Perera: On the subject of the
Clerical Services, we will be in a posi-
tion to discuss the question if the Hon.
Minister would be so kind as to give us
tomorrow the conditions of recruitment
of temporary clerks into the Govern-
ment Service. Then, when we come to
the Head °° Clerical Service ’’, we will
be in a better position to discuss the
subject. :

The Chairman: Will the Hon.

Minister do that?

The Hon, Mr. Jayewardene: Yes.

My. Dahanayake: On the question of
bungalows that are available to Govern-
ment Servants, I wish to point out thut
these bungalows are found only in the
City of Colombo, and I have already
made an application for Galle. I should
like the Hon. Minister of Finance to
consider the desirability of having a
number of Government bungalows in
the various provincial centres other than
Colombo—otherwise the Government
Servants would find it very difficult to
get these quarters—so that there wili he
a big housing scheme for putting up
about 500 to 10,000 Governnment
bungalows in the coming years.

Question, ‘' That the sum of
Rs. 185,306 for Head 19, Vote No. 1,
be inserted in the Schedule *’, put, and
agreed to.

Head 19, Vote 1, as amended, ordered
to stand part of the Schedule.

Head 20.—Treasury

Vote No. 1.—Salaries and Expenses of
the Treasury, Rs. 1,052,213.

Dr. Perera: I have an Amendment
only with regard to a sub-head lower
down. After the earlier sub-heads have
been dealt with, and when we reach
sub-head 8, T want to make certain
observations,

The Chairman: As there is no other
hon. Member who wants to speak on the
earlier sub-heads, the hon. Member for
Ruwanwella might take up sub.-head 8.
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Sub-head 8.—FExpenses of a Civil Ser-
vant for studying methods of
organization, training and establish-
ment work in U. K. Treasury—-
Rs. 8,117,

Dr. Perera: Sub-head 8, as you will
see, Mr. Chairman, refers to a Civil
Servant studying methods of organiza-
tion. I thought the Government had
already sent one person to be trained.
I thought the Hon. Minister himself had
got a small training when he went to

~ England recently.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: I got no
training. I think I gave a little training
to them. The person who went was
sent with regard to the new Constitution
and Administrative Changes—Mr. Wick-
remasinghe. I think that is a separate
item dealing with Treasury work. I do
not know whether we have decided to
send somebody, -but the Vote is included
here.

An Hon. Member: Has a person not
yet been appointed?

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: No.

Sub-head 9.—Authority for placing order
for Accounting Machines (token wote),
Rs. 10:

Dr. Perera:
sub-head 9?
for?

May I enquire about
Why is a token vote asked

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: Cer-
tain machines are necessary for the
purpose of adding, subtracting, multi-
plying, and so on. It was necessary to
ask for a token vote, because we do not
know the exact value of the machines.

Dr. Perera: Have the Government
placed the order already?

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: This is
for the purpose of placing the order.

The Hon. Mr. Goonesinha: You

cannot place the order without the
money.
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Dr. Perera: We do not know how
much we are committing ourselves to.
This is altogether a wrong procedure.
I think the Auditor-General will explain
the position that this procedure is all
wrong. The Government must arrive
at an estimated amount and then come
to this House. We are commifting our-
selves blindfolded. We do not know
how much this Vote will come to. This
18 thoroughly wrong procedure.

The Chairman: I know that this
matter was fully discussed last year.

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: Hon.
Members will find such token votes in
all the Railway items. It 1is not
possible to know the price of an engine.

Dr. Perera: That is why the Hon.
Minister is running a bankrupt railway.

Question, °‘ That the sum of
Rs. 1,052,213 for Head 20, Vote No. 1,
be inserted in the Schedule *’, put, and
agreed to.

Head 20, Vote 1, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Head 21.—Pensions

Vote No. 1.—Pensions, Gratuities (in-
cluding premature retirements, dc.,
payable in respect of public officers,

dc., Rs. 256,500.

Sub-head 1.—Pensions, gratuities, &c.,
Rs. 12,975,000.

Mr. Pakeman: With regard to the
question of the payment of pensions

and gratuities to retired Government
servants, I understood from the Hon.

Minister of Finance, when he was deal-
ing with the sterling - balances agree-
ment, that this drrieement was onlv a
temporary one. T)unncr the sterling
balance talks between the Government of
India and the British Government, an
arrangement was made by which the
pensions payable to retired Government
servants resident in England were to be
funded. T want to ask the Hon. Min-
ister of Finance whether he has con-
sidered, or is considering, the funding cf
pensions which would be payable to thoge
ex-Government servants who draw pen-
sions and are residing imodhenUnited
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Kingdom, and I should like to suggest
to the Hon. Minister of Finance that
funding against our sterling balances will
mean considerably less work in the
High Commissioner’s office in London
and will be easier for us. I think if is
a very useful idea to deal with the
matter in that way.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: We
have not considered that matter. I
think we will consider the matter before
we discuss the sterling assets balances
when the United Kingdom delegation
comes to Ceylon at the end of this year.

Dr. Perera: I hope the Hon. Minister
will not follow the advice that is given.
I strongly oppose it.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: We will
discuss the matter.

« Dr. Perera: Mr. Chairman, you will
notice that this year's estimate of
Pensions, Graguities, &e., 18

Rs. 18,884,500, whereas last year it was
Rs. 20,104,344. My own experience is
that annually there is a considerable rise
in the amount of pensions given out.
Now we suddenly see a drop, a welcome
drop. Purely as a matter of informa-
tion, I should like to know the real
reason for this drop. Can the Hon.
Minister say exactly why there is this
estimated drop? It will be rather
interesting to know that, because our
experience in the past has been entirely
different.

Mr. Dahanayake: When we pointed
out to the Hon. Minister that there was
a delay in the grant of pensions, the
delay sometimes lasting so long as one
or two years, the Hon. Minister assured
us last year that he would introduce a
system of granting alimentary -allow-
ances from the date of retirement to the
date on which the officers would begin
to draw their pensions. T want to know
whether that is an established rule.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: That is
now being done, and we have almost
completed a new scheme whereby Heads
of Depfn’rmentm who employ daily-paid
labouy, in parficular, could keep with

*

o
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them card indexes of the entire history
of the persons employed, which will be
checked of course by Audit, so that
within a few weeks of the men’s retire-
ment, they will get their pensions.
think that will be in operation in a
month -or two.

7.15 p. M.

Mr. Dahanayake: That is very good
news indeed. But, as a supplementary
question, I would like to ask the Hon.
Minister whether he has taken note of
the fact that employees of local bodies,
 whose pensions are eventually sane-
tioned by the Treasury, have experienced
the same very long delays, and whether
he would insist on the local bodies also
having some sort of card system for the
expedition of the payment of pensions.

f s

- The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: I do not
know whether I have any control over
local bodies, but if T have, I will cer-
tainly insist on their doing it; otherwise,
vou might have to ask the Minister of
~ Health and Local Government.

Mr. Dahanayake: But it is eventually
the. Treasury that sanctions the pay-
ment, even in the case of employees of
local bodies.

The Hon., Mr. Goonesinha: Any
procedure adopted by the Central
Government will certainly be followed
by the local bodies.

Mr. Dahanayake: Not always.

Dr. Perera: Just one point, Sir.
The other day my attention was drawn
to the case of about ten women em-
ployed at the Bakeries. They were
discontinued about two months ago, and
they are still unable to get their con-
tribution to the Provident Fund; it is
only their contribution, mind you; the
Government is not paying anything
_ These poor women got only
Rs. 30 and no war allowance during the
whole period, and now they are unable
to get back their Provident Fund
contribution.
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The Hon. Mpr. Jayewardene: This

was not brought to my notice.

Dr. Perera: Why not? A letter was
sent to you, and 1 have got a reply.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: By you?
Dr, Perera: Yes.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: When?
Dr. Perera: About two months ago.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: This is
the C. D. C’s Bakery in Borella?

Dr. Perera: That 1is right; at
Magazine Road.
Question, ‘ That the sum of

Rs. 256,500 for Head 21, Vote No. 1,
be inserted in the Schedule,”” put, and
agreed to.

Head 21, Vote 1, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Vote No. 2.—Pensions to Teachers in
Assisted Schools, Rs. 1,600,000.

Question, ‘‘ That the sum of
Rs. 1,600,000, for Head 21, Vote No. 2,
be inserted in the Schedule ', put, and
agreed to.

Head 21, Vote No. 2,
stand part of the Schedule.

ordered to

Vote No. 3.—War Pensions and Pen-
sions and Gratuities to Officers and
Men of the Defence Forces, d&e.,
Rs. 8,000. r

Mr. Ilangaratne: May T know whether
this includes payments to people
disabled overseas?

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: T could
not follow the hon. Member, Sir.

The Hon. Mr. Goonesinha: T cannob
hear the hon. Member.

.The Chairman: The hon. Member
wishes to know whether this applies to
those who were wounded and disabled

OVETSEES)!
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The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: Yes, it
does Sir.

Mr. Dahanayake: Here, again, 1
want to point out the inordinate delays
in making the payments of gratuities
and allowances. I brought a recent
case to the notice of the Hon. Minister,
but nothing has been done so far. The
gratuities which are due %o ex-Service-
men are not yet being paid. There 18
some delay somewhere, because they
have applied to everybody under the
sun, and they have got no relief.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: I do not
know about ex-Servicemen; 1 am
referring to Government employees.

Mr. Keuneman: In the case of com-
pensation and gratuities paid to people
wounded or incapacitated when serving
abroad, could the Hon. Minister please
see that the compensation which is paid
to these men also bears some relation
to the type of employment which they
had before they joined the army? I
find, for instance, that there is a certain
sum laid down for the loss of a finger.
But in the case of a man who is a
typist—I am thinking of a particular
case—he lost two fingers and got com-
pensation for the loss of his fingers.
But in actual practice his whole trade
is being ruined. A man doing unskilled
work receives the same compensation,
but of course he is able to carry on.
So, would the Hon. Minister please also
try to see, in the allocation of these
things, that allowance is made for the
type of occupation which the injured
person carried on before he entered
Military Service?

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: That is
really a question that should be address-
ed to the Hon. Prime Minister, because
he is in charge of the Army and Defence.

" This Vote is paid out on the principles
accepted by the Government. I would
bring that matter to the notice of the
Hon. Prime Minister.

Question, ‘‘That the sum of Rs. 8,000
for Head 21 Vote No. 3, be inserted in
the Schedule '’, put, and agreed to.

Head 21, Vote No. 3,
stand part of the Schedule.

ordered to
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Vote No. 4.—Pensions, dc., to Kandyan
State Pensioners, Payments under
the Workmen’s Compensation
Ordinance, &c., Rs. 213,000.

Sub-head 1.—Pensions to Kandyan
State pensioners, Rs. 13,000.

Dr, Perera: I move, ¢ That the Vote
be reduced by Rs. 13,000 in respect of
sub-head 1.” i

1 must insist on my Amendment, Sir,
that 1s to
Rs. 13,000. This is a matter on which
we have insisted, on principle, that
these pensions to Kandyan State
pensioners should be discontinued.

* The Hon. Mr.
cannot accept that.

Jayewardene:

Dr. Perera: Why?

The Hon. Mp. Jayewardene: Ymﬂ

can vote against 1f.

The Chairman: Why not pay
poor Kandyans?

Dr. Dahanayake: Why not
them down here and give them
decent jobs, instead of giving these
young men pensions? Let them come
down here. It was only the other day

bring
some

reduce the . amount by

We %

.

thess

that certain people claimed to be. the

descendants of Keppitipola—

The Chairman: There *

descendants.

Mr. Dahanayake:
them in Ceylon.

So, let us have
Some of them might

even join the U.N.P. and become
Ministers!
Question, ‘‘ That the sum = of

Rs. 213,000, for Head 21, Vote No. 4,

be inserted in the  Schedule, put, and
agreed to.

Head 21, Vote 4, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

Vote No. 5.—Cost of Living Allowance
to Pensioners, -Rs. 7,000,000.

Dr,
Vote—

Perera: With regard 'to this

aro sy
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The Chairman: There is no
Amendment at all on this Vote.

Dr. Perera: You do not need an
Amendment on the main Vote.- On the
main vote, cannot I throw out a
suggestion?

The Chairman: ILet us have it.

Dr. Perera: People who have got
grafuities are complaining that, while
the pensioners have got consideration on
account of the increased prices as a
result of the war, they have not received

_the same consideration. Those who
_ were paid gratuities in a lump sum have
received no special consideration for the
increase in prices as a result of the war.
It involves a small number of people,
I understand, and I ask that their cases
be considered. :

4 Question, “ That the sum of
Rs. 7,000,000, for Head 21, Vote No. 5,
be inserted in the Schedule *’, put, and
agreed to.

Head 21, Vote No. 5, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Head 22.—Public Debt

Vote No, 1.—Interest and Sinking Fund
Contributions, d&c., Rs. £25,600.

Sub-head 6.—Interest on Ceylon Gov-
ernment Treasury Bills, Rs. 100,000.

Dr. Perera: 1 move, *° That the Vote
~be reduced by, Rs. 1,000 in respect of
Sub-head 6.”

Sub-head 6 provides a lump sum of
Rs. 100,000. Unléss the Minister has
in mind raising a large sum of money
by way of Treasury Bills

- The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: When
you raise Rs. 10,000,000, the total
interest comes to about this amount.

Dr. Perera: You do not charge 1 per
cent.

‘The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: That is
under Cap. 287.
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Dr. Perera: Treasury Bills are only
for a short period, for about three
months, so that you do not charge 1 per
cent. I am not insisting upon this.

The Hon. Mpr. Jayewardene:
are calculations made by the Treasury.

Sub-head 7.—Crown Agents, charges for
management of Sterling Loans,
Rs. 25,200.

Dr. Perera: I move, ‘* That the Vote
be reduced by Rs. 25,200-in respect of
Sub-head 7.”

I am rather anxious to know why we
should pay for the management of the
Sterling Loans, as we have already
sanctioned provision for the job of the
Crown Agents to be taken over by the
High Commissioner in England.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: That is
only for the transitory period.

Dr. Perera: But you are asking for
the full amount.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: If the

High Commissioner takes over the work, -

this amount will not be spent, but we
do not know when he will be taking
over. As soon as he takes over, the
money will be left there.

Mr. Dahanayake: 1 do not think the
question is such a simple one. I think
the High Commissioner will continue to
receive the charges, because he will be
doing some work in addition to his own
duties, the work done by the Crown
Agents. Are we to accept the position
that the High Commissioner will not
get a cent of these charges, once he
takes over the work?

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: This is
money to be paid over to the Crown
Agents. The High Commissioner will
not get a cent of it, because he is a
Government Servant.

Dr. Colvin R. de Silva: Under the
Represenfative in TLondon, the High
Commissioner’s Office, you have pro-
vided a special Financial Assistant o

These
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take over the management of this
matter. Will that mean that there-
after the only charge we undergo is the
cost of  maintaining the Financial
‘Assistant, and so on, but that these
other charges will cease to be made?

The: Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: Yes.

Question, ‘‘ That the sum of
Rs. 25,600, for Head 22, Vote No. 1,
be inserted in the Schedule,’”’ put, and
agreed to.

Head 22, Vote 1, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Head 23.—Currency

Vote No. 1.—Salaries and Exzpenses of
the Currency Office, Ks. 220,647.

Question, ‘“ That the sum of
Rs. 220,647, for Head 28, Vote No. 1,
be inserted in the Schedule '’, put, and
" agreed to.

Head 23, Vote 1, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

Head 24.—Loan Board

Vote No, 1.—Salaries and Expenses of
the Loan Board, Rs. 16,258.

Question, ‘‘That the sum of
Rs. 16,258, for Head 24, Vote No. 1,
be inserted in the Schedule ', put, and
agreed to.

Head 24, Vote 1, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Head 25.—Government Stores

. Vote No. 1.—Salaries and Expenses
of the Government Stores Depart-
ment, Rs. 883,250.

Sub-head 1.—Personal Emoluments,
Rs. 470,543.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: I move,
‘““That the Vote be increased by
Rs. 1,110 in respect of Sub-head 1,
item ‘ Temporary Watchers "’

Mr. Dahanayake: Why are they going
to be temporary men?
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Dr. Perera: That is one of the ques-
tions I would like to ask myself. On
page 62, there is provision for addition-
al staff (temporary). I would like to
know why temporary conditions continue
in the Government Stores Department.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: These
are people who were taken on during the
emergency. The Government Stores
Department did a tremendous amount
of work during the war, and that work
is now decreasing. Some people have
already been asked to go, and these are
the people who are left over. These
temporary clerks will be entitled to be
absorbed under the scheme that has al-
ready been formulated. They have not
entered the Government Service through
the proper channels, through the Gov-
ernment - Clerical Examination, and so
on. That is the only reason why they
are temporary. The extra watchers
were necessary so that these watchers -
may have an eight-hour shift. |

Mr. Keuneman: Sir, under the item,
‘“ Superintendent of Stores ', I want
to raise another question, on the same
Sub-head. There have been regular
complaints, every time the DBudget
comes up, about the appalling condi-
tions under which the staff of the Gov-
ernment Stores are working, and on
each occasion appropriate regret is ex-

“pressed by the Members of the Govern-

ment. It is well known that certain of
the clerks have contracted tuberculosis, -
and certain others have contracted other

diseases, as a result of the thoroughly in-

sanitary conditions prevailing there.

Now, we are regularly informed that

the Government is trying to do some-

thing to help these people. But I

would like the Hon. Minister to tell us

what has been done at least in the last

vear, because I remember, during the

last Budget itself, the Hon. Minister
expressed deep sympathy for these clerks

and said that he intended to try and

better their lot.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: I think
I answered that question when it was
raised by another Member of this House
by way of an oral Question. A larce
number of these employees have al-
1'f3ady been transferred to the  Lake-
side Stores "', and as a result of that,

-
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the pressure in the general building has

been to some extent lessened. 1 “shall

look into the balance in the course of

this year.

Mr. Keuneman: May 1 know how
many of these employees have been
transferred to the °° Lakeside Stores, ’
because my information is that only a
very small gection has been transferred,
and. the ncain pressure is still at the
general stores? If the Hon. Minister
will make inquiries, he will find that
the information available to him is not
correct.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: I will
look into the question and give him an
answer toImorrow.

The Clerks there
have another grievance. This Depart-
. ment is not a closed Department. The
clerks working in this Department
ought to be able to get normal transfers
to other Departments. But it would
appear that the Superintendent of
Stores does mnot allow clerks to get
transfers to other departments. There
are a large number of clerks in the
Government Stores who would like to
obtain transfers, but whose applications
~ have not been submitted by the Head
of the Department to the proper
authority. If there is one department
in the Government Service which is
geething with discontent it is the
Government Stores, and I would earn-
estly request the Hon. Minister of
Finance to go into this question of
discontentment of the clerks in this
Department.

Mr. Da.hanayake

7.30 p.M.

Mr. S. A. Silva: T would like to ask
the Hon. Minister of Finance what
action he has taken on the report T made
to him about the embezzlement at the
Government Stores. I was told that
the Criminal Investigation Department
was looking into the matter. Tt is
nearly 5 months gince T brought this
matter to the Hon. Minister’s notice.

The other point is that, when re-
qu181t10ns are sent by dncferent hospitals
in the Tsland for equipment and linen,
they are delayed for months.
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When I visited the: Gampola hospital
during the last by-election, 1 found that
the patients were wearing their own
clothes, which were dirty. I asked the
D.M.O. why linen was not supplied to.
the patients, and I was shown copies of
requisitions which had been sent months.
previously. I sent a tfelegram to the
Hon. Minister of Health then and there,
and when I came down to Colombo I
inquired into the matter. 1 was in-
formed by the Permanent Secretary to
the Hon. Minister that the linen had
been despatched and that the delay was
due to the Government Stores. Their
excuse was that they had a large num-
ber of requisitions to deal with, and
that goods were despatched in order of
receipt of requisitions.

If there are a-+large number of re-
quisitions to be dealt with, the Govern-
ment Stores should employ more clerks
and storekeepers to see that goods are
despatched to hogpitals as quickly as
possible. The patients cannot wait for
clothing till the "Government Stores
find time to despatch the goods.

Mr. Ilangaratne: With regard to
tuberculosis at the Government Stores,
I am told that three resolutions have

been forwarded to the Hon. Minister of

Finance in March, 1948 by the Govern-
ment Stores Union. I understand that
only an ‘acknowledgment was sent on
the 22nd March, and that no interview
was granted to the members. This is

one of the cases that T wanted to bring

up in this House

consideration. .

and press for

Major J. W. Oldfield (Appointed
Member): Arising from the remarks
of the hon. Member for Agalawatta, I
would like to ask the Hon. Minister of
Finance whether any steps have been
taken to improve the organization deal-
ing with requisitions. This is one of
the matters which was stressed in the
Report of the Cadres Commission,
where the procedure is described as un-
satisfactory to the last degree. I think
there is a certain amount of cntlclsm
of this Department which is contained

in that Report. There is a statement
to this effect:

T ————

S TSR RSN ST
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““ Tn some cases checked by us, it was found
that the Ledger Branch took 5 to 7 days fto
register and pass on the requisition.  The
section, on receipt of the order, appears to work
on the principle that speed s undignified. . . .
The Despatch Section, not to be out-done, pro-
ceeds on a slow-motion system which, in cases
checked by us, meant a gap of 10 days between
receipt by them of the goods and their despatch.

The result is that an urgent requisi-
tion is often not filled in less than three
weeks, sometimes very much longer.
If the article is not in stock, there 1s
no limit to the time taken. The Report

goes on further to state:

w Y we do not believe that a staff which
has grown used to the present dilatory methods
over a series of years will be converted to a
system of dealing with orders in minutes instead
of weeks."

They suggest a

complete  re-
organization. :

The Hon. Mr, Jayewardene: What has
happened is exactly as the Report
states, that the Government Stores has
got used to Military methods and will
take a little time to settle down to the

normal routine of wivilian life. 1 am
glad to say that Mr. Jansz

Mr. Keuneman: Not military, but
dilatory.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: Fven if
the hon. Member did not say that, it
appears that the Government Stores has
got used to  military methods.
Mr. Jansz, who was one of the authors
of that Report, is now my Parliamen-
tary Secretary, and I have put him
gpecially on the work of reorganization
of the Government Stores.

Major Oldfield: Did T understand the
Hon. Minister. to say that the Stores
was changing over from military
methods to civilian methods?

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: I said
that it takes a little time to get used to
eivilian methods.

Mz_t_jor Oldfield: The Report says:

2 the Government Stores should be
fnily as efficient and just as speedy as a large
Colombo shop, and nothingDiglse:d should)abe
accepted .

in
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Mr. S. A. Silva: There is another
matter that T would like to bring to the
notice of the Hon. Minister.

¥

The

remarks?

Chairman: Any further

Mr. S. A. Silva: Yes.

The Chairman: 1 thought the hon.:
Member had finished.

Mr. S. A. Silva: One word with regard
to the way contracts are dealt with by
this department. There is a_conbraci
for the supply of gunny bags for use by
the Agricultural Department for the
storing of paddy. There is a specific
size given by the Director. But the
Assistant Storekeepers get down gurny
bags just in time for despatch, and they
are found under-size at the other end
and not up to standard. I would like

the Hon. Minister to look into this
matter as there seems to be some
hanky-panky going on with the
contractors.

Question, ‘° That the Vote be increas-
ed by Rs. 1,110 in respect of sub-head

1, item ‘ Temporary Watchers,” * put,
and agreed to.
Sub-head 4.—Labour, Rs. 53,480.

Dr. Perera: I move, ‘* That the Vote
be reduced by Rs. 10 in respect of
sub-head 4.’

On the last occasion I remember the
Hon. Minister undertook to give us de-
tails about the question of labour. There
are permanent hands. I do mnot kuow
why they are lumped like this. Thaey
should be put on their proper scales if

they are going to be employed
permanently.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: The
hon. Member can see that the details

are given on page 63.

Dr. Perera: That does not set out the
wage scales, We do not know hovr
much a person is getting. Hon. Mem-
bers will see that, in the case of other
departments, labourers are grouped
together and given their scales. 3


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

187  Appropriation Bill ~ HOUSE

Sub-head 12.—Purchase of one mobile
crane, three lifting hoists and one
travelling  low  bogey truck,
Rs. 31,000.

Dr. Perera: I move, Tliat the Vote

be reduced by Rs. 81,000 in respect of
sub-head 12.

I presume that this is a mistake for
a revote.

The Chairman: It must be a revote.
I hope the -correction

DGr. Perera:
will be made.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: It is a
revote.

Mr. Wilmot A. Perera: May I raise
a question on item 6, loss of stores?

The Chairman: That item has been
passed. We have gone on to sub-head
12.

Question, ‘‘ That the sum of
Rs. 885,360 for Head 25, Vote No. 1,
be inserted in the Schedule ', put, and
agreed to.

Head 25, Vote 1, as amended. order-
ed to stand part of the Schedule.

Vote No. 2.—Import of Stores and SUp-
plies by Government under Lend,
Lease and Bullk Purchase Proce-
dure for Government and Civilian
needs (token wvote), Rs. 1,000.

Dr. Perera: I move, ‘“ That the Vote
be reduced by Rs. 1,000 in respect
o sub-head 1 .

What is the actual expenditure to
Government in this case?

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: eannbn
give that answer at once.

Mr. Amarasuriya: I think it is a
trading account. According to the des-
cription of the Vote, I think the goods
are resold.

Dr. Perera: We
Parliamentary Secretary.

have a new
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The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: This is
only for the skeleton staff required to
wind up the department.

Dr. Colyin R. de Silva: I was won-
dering because the Lend-Lease proceed-
ings were with the American
Government.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: They are

- OVET:

Dr. Colvin R. de Silva: Then, why
are you working on a token vote?

The Hon. Mpy. How

else can you do it?

Jayewardene:

Dr. Colvin R. de Silva: You know
that the volume of work is decreasing.
Surely you could place before us an
estimate?

The Hon, Mr. Jayewardene: It is not
only decreasing, we are going to finish

up.

Dr, Colvin R. de Silva: That is so.
Wind it up and do not ask for a token
vote.

Dr. Perera: Does that mean that this
18 not going to involve the Government
in any expenditure at all?

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: Except
the actual business of winding up.

Dr. Perera: Are you being recouped
by the sale of the Lend Lease articles
so that you would know what is the
actual amount spent by Government.
In the end will we be on the positive
side rather than on the negative side.

Mr. Amarasuriya:

Any proceeds will
be credited. o

Dr. Colvin R. de Silva: That we
understand if the hon. Membper for
Baddegama will understand us. The
point is this. Have you got Lend Lease
stores at present, and are you in the
process of selling them, and is it in res-
pect of buying or selling these stores
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that you require money? You will
know the amount you expect to speund,
and that only the Hon. Minister of
Finance and not the new Member for
Baddegama can inform us.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: 1
understand that this money is only for
salaries to clerks and a few remnants of
the organization in the process of
winding up. Any material or stores—

Dr. Colvin R. de Silva: You are
selling the old stuft?
Dr. Perera: That makes it worse.

I hope the Hon. Minister will under-
stand that, if that were so, there is no
meaning in asking for a token vote.
You are going to sell these articles with-
out any cost to Government. If there
is only winding up to be done, you must
know the actual expenditure.

Mr. Keuneman: Why the token vote?

Mr. Amarasuriya: There is a foot-
note in the Estimates—‘‘ Skelefon staff
required for the winding up ",

Dr. Colvin R. de Silva: If there is a
gkeleton staff there must be a known
expenditure, and why in heaven we are

giving a token vote for known expendi- -

ture is a mystery that cannot be solved
at this point of time.

Mr. Keuneman: Future generations
will know.

Mr.
not,

Subasinghe: Even they would

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: Although
the activities of the Supplies Depart-
ment will cease from 1st Oectober, 1948,
we have to maintain a staff of two or
three clerks of the book-keeping branch
to finalize accounts. It is likely that
payment on account of recoveries and
sales may be made even during 1948-49,
and if there is the necessity for such
provision to be made, money will be
required. ;
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Dr. Perera: That means that on &
balance you expect to have a positive

account?

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: Yes.

Question, ‘‘ That the sum of Rs. 1,000
for Head 25, Vote No. 2, be inserted in
the Schedule *’, put, and agreed to.

Head 25, Vote 2, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Head 26.—Department of Income Tax,
Estate Duty and Stamps

Vote No. 1.—Salaries and Expenses of
the Department of Income Tax, Estate
Duty and Stamps, Rs. 1,528,8482.

Sub-head 1.—Personal Emoluments,
Rs. 1,036.57%.

7.45 P.M.

Major Oldfield: I move, *° That the
Vote be reduced by Rs. 10 in respect
of sub-head 1, item ° Commissioner Y,

I would like to ask the Hon. Minister
whether he is prepared to consider the
suggestion I placed before him during
the Second Reading Debate - in
connexion with allowing depreciation on
capital equipment and on industrial
buildings, on- the lines that are now
granted in the United Kingdom under,
1 think, the 1945 Act, as it is necessary
to assist industries today. That will
tend to give great assistance to indus-
trial concerns and individuals as well,
and I would ask him whether he is
prepared to consider making an altera-
tion in the Income Tax Ordinance on
that basis.

Mr. Dahanayake: I wish to know
whether the Hon.- Minister of Finance
will consider the question of establishing
an internal audit branch in the Income
Tax Department. The necessity for an
internal audit branch has been stressed
by the Auditor-General, who has pointed
out that, due to the absence of such a
branch, the recovery of substantial
sums of money has not been made. 1
also find that, because there is no such
branch, taxpayers have been called upon
to pay, all at once, arrears of amounts
in respect of four or five years, which,
certainly, is not fair procedure. If
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[Mr. Dahanayake. |
there was an internal audit branch in
the Income Tax Department, each tax-
payer would know his position roughly
at the end of each financial year.
Therefore, it is very necessary that an
jnternal ~ audit  branch should be
established as soon as possible.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: As
vegards the comments made by the
hon. Appointed Member (Major Old-
field) I might state that I have asked
the Income Tax Commisgioner fo send
me a full report on the working of the
Ordinance, and I shall go into the
suggestions he makes when that report
is received. It is mnot possible in the
Committee stage of the Budget to make
such fundamental alterations in the law.

I shall also consider the suggestion of
the Member for Galle.

My, Martensz: I would like to ask
+he Hon. Minister a question in regard
to Assessors. BSpeaking last year on
this item, T stressed the desirability of
increasing the number of Assessors,
having regard to the delay that occurs
_in assessment work for estate duty and
income tax. The answer given, I be-
lieve by the Hon. Prime Minister, was
that there were a number of officers in
training. I would like to indicate the
fact that, in the Estate Duty Branch of
this Department, there is one officer
whose duties involve some five different
branches of work, with the result thab
a very efficient officer finds himself so

~ over-burdened that he is unable to give

all the attention required for speedy
despatch of business, particularly with
rvegard to estate duty.

I very offen find execufors of estabes
are liable to pay interest by reason of
the delay that occurs in the final assess-
ment. I am not saying this in a spirit
of complaint, because I realize how

extremely hard-worked that Department .

i8, having regard to the ingsufficiency of
staff at the Assessor level.

I notice that there is an item,
““ Agsistant Assessors and probation-
ers ', and I would be glad to know how
soon it is anticipated these Probationers
will be able to function ag full-fledged

Assessors or Assistants.
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The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: The
difficulty in regard to the Income Tax
Department 1s to obtain the officers,
Kvery officer, the (Cjominissioner has
asked for, has been provided. There
has been no stinting in regard to the
provision of funds. These officers have
to go through a certain period of
training. 1 cannot say exactly when
the Probationers will be ready to do the
actual work, but I would say that all
the staff the Commissioner wants 1is

granted.

Mr. Sivapalan: Can the Hon. Minis- -

ter tell us what safeguards this Depart-
ment has against approved Accountants
and private auditors exploiting the
public who go to them for the purpose
of sending in returns?

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: We have
o certain list of approved auditors, and
only those people are entitled to inter-
view Assessors on behalf of clients.
Others have no access fo the Assessors,
but if a person wants to consult any-
body, thether he is an auditor or not,
we cannot prevent it.

Mpy. Sivapalan: Tave any complaints
been received against approved account-
ants, and have.such complaints been
investigated by the Department?

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: Certain-

ly, if complaints are received they are

investigated. Offenders are struck off

the list. One has gone to jail.

The Chairman: Does the Member
press his Amendment?

" Major Oldfield: No.

‘Question, ‘ That the = sum  of

Rs. 1,528,342 for Head 26, Vote No. 1,
be inserted in the Schedule, > put and
agreed to.

Head 26, Vote 1, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

8.0 p.M.

Dr. Perera: We might adjourn now,

‘Sir. We have made good progress today.
I move, ‘“ That the Chairman do report

Progress, and ask leave to sit again. "
Question put, and agreed to.
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Regulations

The Chairman left the Chair to report
Progress. -

Committee: report Progress; to sit
again Tomorrow. \

LOCAL GOVERNMENT
REGULATIONS

Resolved :

“ That the Regulation for the area comprised
within the administrative limits of the Muni-

eipal Council of Colombo, made by the Minister

of Transport and Works under sections 82 and
174 of the Motor Car Ordinance, No. 45 of 1938,
(as modified by the Proclamation under section
88 (1) of the Ceylon (Constitution) Order in
Council, 1946, published in Gazette Ewxtraordi-
nary No. 9,778 of September 24, 1947), which
was presented on July 27, 1948, be
approved. "—[Hon. Sir John Kotelawala. ]

'REGULATIONS (COLOMBO M. C.
No. 2)

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: T move,

“ That the Regulation for the area comprised
within the administrative limits of the Mumi-
cipal Council of Colombo, made by the Minister
of Transport and Works under sections 87 and
174 of the Motor Car Ordinance, No. 45 of 1938,
(as modified by the Proclamation under section
88 (1) of the Ceylon (Constitution) Order in
Council, 1946, published in Gazette Eaztraordi-
nary No. 9,773 of September 24, 1947), which
was presented on July 27, 1948, be approved.”

This is a Regulation framed under
sections 87 and 174 of the Motor Car
Ordinance, declaring Bullers Road as the
main road where Bullers Road and
Torrington Avenue intersect. It -is
framed” at the request of the Municipal
Council.

Question put, and agreed to.

The Hon. Sir J_. Kotelawala: T move,

““ That the Regulation for the area comprised
within the administrative limits of the Muni-
cipal Council of Colombo, made by the Minister
of Transport and Works under sections 87 and
174 of the Motor Car Ordinance, No. 45 of 1938,
(as modified by the Proclamation under section
88 (1) of the Ceylon (Constitution) Order in
Council, 1946, published in Gazette Extraordi-
nary No. 9,773 of September 24, 1947), which
was presented on July 27, 1948, be approved.”’

This is a Regulation declaring that, ab
the intersection of the highways known
as Galle Road and Bagatelle Road in
Colombo, Galle Road shall be considered
the main road.
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Mr. Dahanayake: It has always been

the main road.

Question put, and agreed to.

The Hon, Sir J. Kotelawala: I move,

““ That the Regulations for the area comprised
within the administrative limits of the Tangalla
Urban Council,  made by the' Minister of
Transport and Works under sections 125 and
174 of the Motor Car Ordinance, No. 45 of 1938,
(as modified by the Proclamation under section
88 (1) of the Ceylon (Constitution) Order im
Council, 1946, published in Gazette Hxtra-
ordinary No. 9,773 of September 24, 1947), which
were presented on July 27, 1948, be approved. "

This is a Regulation for sefting apart
public stands for the use of hiring cars
and for the collection of fees in respect
of stand licences, ete.,-within the ad-
ministrative limits of the Tangalla Urban
Council area. '

Question put, and agreed to.

Resolved :

“ That the Regulations for the arca comprised
within the administrative limits of the Polgaha-
wela Town Council, made by the Minister of
Transport and Works under sections 125 and
174 of the Motor Car Ordinance, No. 45 of 1938, -
(as modified by the Proclamation under section
88 (1) of the Ceylon (Constitution) Order in
Council, 1946, published in Gazette Ewztra-
ordinary No. 9,773 of September 24, 1947), which
were presented on July 27, 1948, be approved. ™
—[Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala. ] '

Regolved :

““ That the Regulations in respect of the high-
ways, in the charge of the District Road Com-
miftee, Galle, made by the Minister of Trans-
port and Works under sections 82, 83 and 174
of the Motor Car Ordinance, No. 45 of 1938,
(as modified by the Proclamation under sec-
tions 88 (1) of the Ceylon (Constitution) Order
in Council, 1946, published in Gazeite Eztra-
ordinary No. 9,773 of September 24, 1947),
which were presented on July 27, 1948, be
approved.”'—[Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala.]

Resolved :

“ That the Regulations for the area com-
prised within the adminisfrative limits of the
Village Committee of the Tissamaharama village
area in the Magan Patfu of the Hambantota
Distriet, made by the Minister of Transport and
Works under sections 125 and 174 of the Motor
Car Ordinance, No. 45 of 1938, (as modified by
the Proclamation under sections 88 (1) of the
Ceylon (Constitution) Order in Council, 1946,
published in Gazetle Eatraordinary No. 9973
of September 24, 1947), which were presented
on_July 27, 1948, be approved. '—[Hon. Sir
4. Koteldwala. ]
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PUBLIC WORKS LOAN (1937): NEW
POSTAL OFFICES AND POSTAL
BUILDINGS

Resolved :

““ That in terms of seection 6 of the Public
Works Tioan (1937) Ordinance (Chapter 285),
this House authorises the expenditure, out of the
moneys raised under the authority of that Ordi-
nance, of a sum not exceeding Rs. 425,549 from
the sum of Rs. 500,000 specified in the second
column of the Schedule to that Ordinance and
appropriated thereby for * New Postal Offices and
Postal Buildings in different parts of the

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Island ’, a purpose mentioned as item 30 in the
first column of that  Schedule.”—[ Hon.
My. Sittampalam.] 3

ADJOURNMENT

Resolved: ‘‘ That this House do now
adjourn. '—[Hon. Mr, Goonesinha.]

Adjourned  accordingly at
8.03 p.M. untili 10 aA.M. on
Wednesday, August 4, 1948,

pursuant to the Resolution of
the House of July 30, 1948.
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