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381 - Appropriation Bill
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, 5th August, 1948

The House met at 10 awm., MR.-
SepArer - [Ty  Hox, "Mz, A, F.
Movawure] in the Chair. g

1948-49

[ Progress,

APPROPRIATION BILL,

Considered in Committee.

4th August.]
- [Mr. Speaker in the Chair.]

Head 52.—Excise Department

Vote No. 1.—Salaries and Expenses
of the Excise Department,

Rs. 2,670,229.

Sub-head 1.—Personal En-wlu'me-‘ufrs,
Rs. 1,600,831.
M. H. Peiris (Panadure): I
‘ That the Vote be reduced by
item

Mr.

move,
Rs 10 in respect of sub-head 1,
‘ Exeise Commissioner . 7’

I have brought forward the above-
mentioned Amendment in order to draw

the attention of the Government to the °

plight of the people who are engaged in
the manufacture of sweet toddy. The
present position is that, when a person
is found guilty of illicitly tapping for
toddy, the whole wllcme is banned from
mdnufactunnﬁ it. do not know whe-
ther the hon. Parliamentary Secretary
to the Minister of Home Affairs is aware
of that' position. It is thoroughly un-
satisfactory, because, while there is no
harm in a man who is found guilty of

illicitly tapping having his licence can-
celled, it is very unfair that the whole
village  should be banned from

manufacturing sweet toddy.

Mre. J. C. T. Kotalawela (Second
Badulla): Permit me, Sir, to mention
a very grave matter. The Execise De-
partment has a policy of expecting its
Inspectors to submit a number of cases
of illicit tapping, and so on, every month.
That being so, the Depaltment takes
for granted that in every area where
there are Kxcise Inspectors or where
there is an Excise Station, the people
are habitually eommittino offences
against the Excise Rwulwtmns Further-
more, the Excise Dbpaitment does not
realize that, even if certain people com-
mit these offences, the numberofhsueh

2——J. N. 13601-641 (8/48)
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offences would be reduced during the
following months. - All the same, they
insist on a certain number of prosecu-
tions by the Fxcise Inspectors, with the
result that they are forced to concoct
cases.

That is not &
issued to the

The Chairman:
cirecular that has been
Execise Inspectors.

T believe it
is that the

Mr, J. C. T. Kotalawela:
is a circular. The result

cases that are brought up are for posses-

sion of toddy or for illicit sale of toddy.

The evidence is the same always, and
there is mno possibility of finding out
whether a case is true or false. As an
example, I should like to say that,

where a person goes and tells an Ins-
pector that he gave a man twenty-five
cents for a certain quantity of toddy, he
is prosecuted. 'This type of thing must
be put an end to. Poor villagers are
harassed, and very often they are
dragged from distant parts of the coun-
try to attend Courts. I have known of
cases where poor villagers from Monera-
gala have been brought to Badulla in
mdel to attend Courts.

Mr. T. B. Subasinghe (Bingiriya):
Mr. Chairman, I want to bring to the
notice of the hon. Parliamentary Secre-
tary a peculiar situation that exists 1
certain parts of the North-Western
Province. 1 can quite understand the
anxiety of the Government to stop illicit
distilling of arrack. But the Govern-
ment seems to be starting at the wrong
end. At the same time, they suspend
the granting of new licences to quite
honest tappers who tap trees for the
purpose of producing sweet toddy to
produce jaggery. While the Govern-
ment is very anxious to prevent illicit
distilling of arrack by not granting new

licences, at the same time there have
been very many instances where
notorious culprits, who have often

been punished in the Courts, have had
their licences renewed and are continued
to be granted licences year after year.
In spite of all the representations made
by the public about these men, the eul-
prits seem to be receiving their licences
regularly. I should like the hon. Parlia-
mentary Secretary to take up this
matter with the Provincial authorities
andutougo into the question thoroughly.

382
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Mr. V. Kumaraswamy (Chavakach-
cheri): I should like to make a few com-
ments with regard dto the Ixcise
Inspectors and Sub-Inspectors. It is
very unforfunate that Iixcise Inspectors
and Sub-Inspectors, after they have re-
mained at a station for six or seven years,
get together with the dope dealers and
make money.

The Chairman: Some of the Excise

Inspectors !

Mr. Kumaraswamy: Yes, some of
them. | The vresult is that there Iis
illicit transport of dope. The only

solution to this, to my mind, is the
frequent transfer of the KExecise Ins-
pectors instead of allowing them to be
stationed in one place or area and be-

coming familiar with all the rogues,
dope dealers and others. If they are
transferred every year, then this

menace will be considerably reduced.

With regard to Excise Guards, we
must be very careful in selecting them.
The best type of men should be selected.
I have always insisted, even in the case
of Fiscal Process Servers, that a mini-
mum educational qualification be made
compulsory. Sometimes these Excise
Guards, for 4he mere fun of it, intro-
duce dope on people and institute false
cases. This is a very deplorable state
of affairs.

There is also another point. If one
travels from Vavuniya to Kankesan-
tural or from Kankesanturai to Vavu-
niya, one will find that these Guards
try to enter ladies’ compartments and
create mischief. This sort of thing is
due to want of education and to a lower
type of Guard. It will not happen if
you have an educated type of Guard.

Mr. Albert F. Peris (Nattandiya):
There is great difficulty being ex-
perienced by villagers because Kxcise
Inspectors are asked to submit reports
before licences are granted. Some of
these Excise Inspectors take bribes for
such reports and the poor villagers are
put to undue expense and inconvenience.
Although representations have heen made
to Government Agents on varions occa-
sions, mno action has been taken. I
have reccived a number of complaints
from the villagers in my electorate.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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I think all this trouble can bhe put an
end to, it authority is given to the village
committees fo grant these people the
licences they require. There was a re-
solution that was passed recently to the
effect that Government be requested
to permit village committees to grant
these licences. I think that is a matter
worthy of the consideration of the hon.
Parliamentary Secretary.

Mr. W. Dahanayake (Galle): Sir, 1
want to bring to the notice of the hon.
Parliamentary Secretary the conditions
under which the porters and watchers
work in the distilleries and warehouses.
There are about twenty-five warehouses
richt round the Island, and the bulk of
the work in thede warehouses ig done by
143 porters and watchers.

The first point to be noted about them
is that they work under conditions which
make them fall ill invariably. They
keep on inhaling poison, and cases have
been known of stalwart, well-built young
men, who have taken up work as porters
and watchers in these warehouses, fall-
ing ill within a few years of their taking
up duties. 1 think it is up to the
Government, as in the case of the
Government Press, to see that these
workers who inhale poison in the dis-
charge of their duties, are offered some
special diet, at Government expense,
like milk and eggs. Otherwise, you will
be sacrificing a whole body of inen
without taking sufficient preeantions
against their ill-health.

The second point to be noted about
the condifions of service of these raen
is that these 143 persons are divided into
two grades. In Grade T there are just
15 of them and the balance 128 are in
Grade 1I. The salary scale of the Grade
II people is a most niggardly one. It
starts at Rs. 35 a month, and in ten
years if goes up to only Rs. 45 a month.
The bulk of the men who do such res-
ponsible work wind up on a salary of
Rs. 45 a month. They do not have a
chance of getting into the higher grade,
because the number of men in the higher
grade is limited to 15. That is about
1 in 10 of a chance of promotion when-

ever there is a vacancy in Grade I.

What T should like to ask is that the
number in Grade I be increased, so as to
give as many deserving men as possible
in Grade II, a chance of promotion.

-
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I should also like to point out the
lack of policy in the Excise Departinent.
We see it very clearly when we discover
that there are as many as 212 temporary
hands in the Excise Department. There
are 65 temporary Inspectors and 140
temporary guards in the Department.
I ask, why should there be such a large
number of temporary men? Is it nct
because the policy of the Departinent
continues to be in the melting pot?
There is no policy whatever. If you ask
us what the policy should be, we would
reply that if you want this work to be
carried out properly, you must
nationalize the industry.

10.15 A.M.

We do not want private distillers; we
do not want private renters; we do not
want the tapping to be done through
private contractors. You must nation-
alize the industry, so that the workers
engaged in this industry from the tap-
ping stage to the ultimate stage of
production, could become your workers,
your employees, and looked after by
you.

Today, Mr. Chairman, you hand over
the sales to a private renter, and the
private renter’'s one aim is to make a
profit on his trade. The private renter
will stand in the “way of any real
progress; a private renter will devise
ways and means of enhancing his pro-
fits. If you want to carry on this in-
dustry at’ all, you must eliminate the
private renter and do the work your-
gself. There is no reason whatever,
except a sentimental one, why the Gov-
ernment cannot do the work from the
beginning to the end.

Much is spoken about corruption that
prevails in this Department. My
diagnosis of the trouble is that this
corruption is due to the lack of a clear-
cut policy on the part of the Govern-
ment. You, Mr. Chairman, as a back-
bencher in the last State Council, took
a good deal of trouble, spent a good
deal of time, in going to the outstations
and inquiring into the question of tap-
ing, of licensing, and of the issuing
of tapping licenees, which practice is
being followed in the North, and I
remember that you issued a very illumi-
nating report, but nothing has been done
about it If your 1ecommendat|ons,
Myr. Chairman, could have been shelved,

o AUGUST 1948
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I ask, what chance is there of our re-
commendations  being accepted by -
Government,

We ask that the Government should
not keep on marking time over this
matter, but that it should define its
position and lay down a clear-cut policy
for the future,

Mr. P. H. W. de Silva (First
Ambalangoda-Balapitiya): I want to
bring a certain matter to the notice of
the hon. Parliamentary Secretary, that
is, several thousands of people in my

constituency,  particularly in  the
Induruwa-Bentota area, find employ-
ment today as toddy tappers and

generally in that industry, and I under-
stand that the distillery owners intend
terminating their contract at the end
of this year. If this step is taken, it
would cause a great deal of hardship to
those several thousands in that area
who are engaged in this industry. T
would, therefore, ask the hon. Parlia-
mentary Secretary to intervene in this
matter and to see that the tapping is
continued in that area in the future.

Mr. Rosslyn Koch (Appointed
Member): Sir, I have just been inform-
ed that six Inspectors in the Exeise
Department have been acting as Super-
intendents since 1944, and that they
have been. performing the work of the
Superintendents without any added
remuneration. They have still not been
told that they are either going to be
confirmed in their acting appointments
or that their services will not be required
as Superintendents and that they will
have to revert to their former appoins-
ments. I am also advised that
the probationary period is usually two
years, but today these six Inspectors
have been acting as Superintendents for
over four years. Cannot the hon.
Parliamentary Secretary recommend to
the Public Service Commission that
these Inspectors be confirmed in their
acting appointments?

Dr. Colvin R. de Silva (Wellawatta-
Galkissa): May I be permitted just three
minutes to supplement an aspect of the
matters that were raised by the hon.
Member for Galle? It is a notoricus
fact that a Department like the Excise
Department does get involved in
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general corruption and wherever, on
the one hand, prohibition has been
tried and, on *the other, the FExcise
system has been tried, you will
find, anywhere in the world, that
corruption has proved to be unavoidably
attendant wupon the gsystem. That
should point to a conclusion, indepen-
dent of our preconceptions and prejudices
or desires or likes, that to prohibit com-
pletely, on the one hand, is to give room
to the bootlegger, because drink in itself
is something to which human beings
are prone; and despite everything, there
18 no reagon why if people desire to take
drink, certainly at least in moderate
quantities, it should sought to be pre-
vented. In any event it is a matter of
habit and custom. On the other side
there is the effort of the Txcise Depart-
ment to permit the private production of
drink, the private sales of drink, under
appropriate controls subject to the pay-
ment of proper taxation. But, Sir, the
source of corruption comes in just there.
When you have the so-called private
production and private distribution, that
is, the sale of spirits, you are saying
that somebody or some group of people
18 entitled to make a private profit out
of that, and the incentive of private pro-
fit leads, independent of all moral®
questions, to the maximization of sales
cand so on. If on the other hand
Government takes over the production
and the distribution, it can at least be
presumed to balance its revenue needs
with the moral help of the population.

-Sir, it has been the experience, if 1
will be forgiven by the Front Benches,
of a country like the Soviet Union, that
while total prohibition fails and the ex-
cise system fails, under the system of
nationalization, accompanied by correct
propaganda the objects of temperance
in relation to drink, that is, the object
of achieving moderation in this habit
among those who are prone to it, can
be substantially achieved, starting from
the angle of the necessity to prevent
~corruption in this department. I would
suggest that the Government ought to
take into consideration very carefully
the question of whether the nationaliza-
tion of the production of local spirits
should not be taken up by it.

Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena (Kotte) :
Somewhere in 1937 the bioldd Stabe
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Counecil permitted people to tap, parti-
cularly kitul frees for sweet toddy.
Now, most of these people, I find, have
to go either to the D. R. O. or to the
headman in that area, to obtain a licence
for the tapping of kitul trees for sweet
toddy. Particularly, in the hilly areas
like Balangoda, Ruwanwella, Dehiowita
and Niwitigala, quite a large number of
the peasantry tap kitul trees for the
purpose of manufacturing jaggery,
treacle, and so on. A fillip was given to
the manufacture of jaggery, particularly
during the war period, when sugar was
not, only rationed but when the price of
sugar went up, but now the policy of
the Hxcise Department seems to be to

restrict the production of jaggery,
treacle, and the like. What happens

now is that these Excise Guards, in
order to avoid being penalized if they
do not bring a certain number of cases
before the Courts within a presecribed
period, permit these people in places like
Balangoda, Niwitigala, and so on, to tap
kitul trees say, for a month or two, so
that anyone  who engages himself in
illicit  tapping beyond the stipulated

periad could be easily caught and pro- .

secuted. That is how the FExcise

Department operates now.

Mr. Dahanayake: In the Balangoda
area?

Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena: It has
happened in the Balangoda, Niwitigala
and Badulla areas. I feel that the
poor peasant who wishes to tap kitul
trees for sweet toddy should be permitted
to tap them without any restriction.

Gate Mudaliyar M. 8. Kariapper
(Parliamentary Secretary to the Minis-
ter of Home Affairs and Rural Deve-
lopment): The hon. Member for
Panadure brought to our notice that, in
regard fo tapping for sweet toddy,
licences were refused to whole villages.
I might tell the hon. Member the
procedure that is being adopted by the
department in regard to the issue of
licences. If in a particular locality it
is found that illicit tapping is
widespread, the Government Agent
issues a notice, informing the villagers
that illicit tapping is on the increase and
warns them to stop it. TIf, in spite of
the warning, illicit tapping is persisted
in, then a second notice is issued at the

end of, T 'believe, 6 months, and if that
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warning repeated in the second notice
also proves to be ineffective, then and
then only it is that we withhold the
issue of licences to particular localities.
The hon. Member will, therefore, realize

X that more than one chance is given to
these villagers to desist from this habit.

With regard to the remarks made by
the hon. Second Member for Badulla,
that the Excise Department expects a
certain number of prosecutions from
every Ixcise Inspector or Ixcise
Guard, I can assure him that no such
cireular has gone out from this Depart-
ment to the officers concerned enforcing
such a condition. '

The hon. Member for Bingiriya said
that licences were being issued to
culprits who had been convicted and
re-convicted of offences under the
Excise Ordinance. With regard to that,
if the hon. Member will bring to the
notice of this Department the particu-
lar instances he has in mind, I can
assure him that the Department will
certainly look into the matter.

The hon. Member for Chavakachcheri
alleged that . some Excise Inspectors
become very friendly with dope dealers
if they happened to be stationed too
long in a place, and suggested that there
should be frequent transfers ‘of Excise
Inspectors and Guards. He also told
us that we should insist on a minimum
educational qualification before we ap-

point these men as Ixecise Guards.
These are, I believe, very valuable
suggestions which the authorities con-

cerned have already had in mind before
making any of these appointments.

The hon. Member for Galle, as usual,
preseribed a medical diet, such as milk
and eggs as an antidote for alcoholic
poisoning.

and

Mr. Dahanayake:
warehousemen.

To porters

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: He also
touched on the question of salaries to
these porters. In that connexion I have
some very good news for him, and that
is, on representations made to us
by these porters, we, on our own ini-
tiative, have secured the sanction of the
Treasury to pay these porters the same
salary scale as office peons, and they are
now quite satisfied.

b AUGUST 1948
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Dr. N. M. Perera (Ruwanwella):
What does that mean? What is the
amount of the increase?

Mr. Dahanayake: Did they tell you
that they were satisfied?

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: Well, we
assurme that they are satisfied, as
nothing to the contrary has come to our
notice;

10.30 A.m,

My,
scale?

Dahanayake: What is the new

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: That is
the scale for office peons. Please look -
at the HEstimates for the scale. The
Treasury has sanctioned the new scale.

A most valuable suggestion has come
from the hon. Member for Galle, and
that is the nationalization of the arrack
industry. We have - already started
with it, and the State-owned (hstﬂlery
at Seeduwa is the first ‘step in the
direction of the nationalization of the
arrack industry.

What

Mr.  Subasinghe: about

distribution?

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: The same
suggestion was put forward by the hon.
for Wellawatta-Galkissa. By
May next the State-owned dlstzllew
will be qullllfdctllrlllcr 200,000 gallons
per year. Today the annual consump-
tion of arrack stands in the neighbour-
hood of 687,500 gallons. So that, by
May next year, we will be pmducmg
one-third of the total quantity required
for consumption in this Island, and we
do hope that by gradual stages we
would be able to realize the ideal that
was suggested by the hon. Member for

Galle.

Mr. Dahanayake: What about the
unemployed at Induruwa?

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: In regard
to the hon. Appointed Member’s ]equest
that T should use my influence with the
Public Service Comrmission in the mat-
ter of the appointment of some
Assistant Superinfendents of Excise. T
am afraid that that will be the last
place “T" would go to. The Publie
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Service Commission acts independently

and will certainly not like any inter-

ference by Ministers or their Deputies.

Mr. Dahanayake: Why do you have
so many, about 200, temporary men?

Gate = Mudaliyar Kariapper: In
regard to the employment of these
temporary men, 1 might say that the
Cadres Commission has made certain
recommendations. The Commission has
suggested that detective work in regard
to excise offences in dry arveas should
be taken over by the Police, and we are
considering this and other suggestions;
and when we have made a final decision
on these matters—these are things that
will have to be decided at Cabinet level
—suitable action will be taken.

The Chairman: The point made by
the hon. Appointed Member is that cer-
tain Inspectors have been acting for
years as Assistant Superintendents of
Excise and Superintendents of Excise.

It is true that these appointments are

made by the Public Services Comumis-
gion, but the recommendation must
emanate from the Department.

Dr. Perera: The head of
Department must recommend.

The Chairman: It is true that the
appointment is made by the Public
Service Commission, but the Commis-
gioner of Fxcise should recommend that
these acting officers be confirmed. You
cannot waive the responsibility for

policy.

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: Our policy
will be this, Officers who have served
in a temporary capacity for a number
of years and who are recommended by
the Head of Department as deserving
of promotion, will be promoted.

The Chairman: The complaint is that
no such recommendation is made.

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: Now that
this matter has been brought to my
notice, we will certainly look into it.

Mr. Dahanayake: What
unemployed at Induruwa?

about the
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The Chairman: I think the real point
made by the hon. Appointed Member is
this. Instead of considering the claims
of those who had been acting as Superin-
tendents of Hxcise and Assistant Supe-
rintendents of Ixcise, the Department
takes probationers from outside and does
not give the acting men a chance. You
do-not promote your own men who are
in the Department, but you take pro-
bationers. In the old Executive Com-
mittee of Home Affairs we fixed a cer-
tain quota—so many men to be recruited
from outside and so many men to be
promoted from within the Department.
The point is that you are not adhering
to that. That is the complaint.

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: All I
could do is to bring the matter to the
notice of my Minister for action.

Fears have also been expressed that
there would be a likelihood of unemploy-
ment as a result of eight distillers going
on strike.

An Hon. Member: l.ock-out.

Mr. P. H. W. de Silva: The toddy
contract is being terminated in certain
areas.

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: Open
tenders have been called, and these dis-
tillers have tendered; the matter is now
before the Tender Board. I do not think
these threats of distillers to terminate the
services of the tappers will materialize.

Mr. Dahanayake: T want some eclari-
fication of the question of salaries and
prospects of porters and watchers em-
ployed in distilleries and warehouses.
The Parliamentary Secretary told us in
vague terms that they had decided to
place them on the scale of office peons.
May I know whether it has been decided
to abolish Grade II. and place all porters
and watchers in Grade I?

The Hon. Mr. D.

! S. Senanayak
(Prime Minister) : No. A

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: The
position is this——
Mr. Dahanayake: May I explain

myself before the Parliamentary Secre-
tary replies. The salary scale of an office
peonods Rs. 480—12—Rs. 720. The

iy,
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salary scale for Grade I. porters and
watchers is Rs. 480—12—Rs. 720, and
the scale for Grade II. is Rs. 420—12—
Rs. 540. What the Parliamentary
Secretary told us was, in effect, what I
now suggested. Is it that Grade II.
has been abolished and all officers in
Grade II, have been placed in Grade I.?

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: 1 am
afraid 1 have not been understood cor-
rectly. In the past, the porters were
paid the same salary as peons. The
Salaries Committee down-graded them
and reduced them to the salary scale of
labourers, and on representations made to
the Ministry we have secured the sane-
tion of the Treasury to put them back
on the old scale of salaries that they
received.

Mr. Dahanayake: That means all the
porters and watchers, described in the
Estimates as 143 porters and watchers
in distilleries and warehouses, will be on
the scale Rs. 480—12—Rs. 720. Is that
correct?

Dr. Perera:
the situation.

You cannot understand-

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: I can
understand the situation, but you are
trying to confuse the situation.

The Chairman: - That ecannot be
correct. If that is correct, then the pro-
Ovision will be there in the Estimates.

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: We
have now secured the sanction of the
Treasury.

The Chairman: What the Parliament-
ary Secretary means is this. Formerly
Grade II. employees were paid fromn
Re. 1.44 per day to Re. 1.84 per day.
Now they have abolished that scale and
put these men on a salary scale of
Rs. 420—12—Rs. 540. That is what he
means,

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: I have
consulted the Assistant Secretary to the
Ministry of Home Affairs and he has
given me very reliable information.
Formerly porters were on scales higher
than that paid to peons. The Salaries
Committee down-graded them and put
them on the peons’ scale..,Now,  as -a
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result of the Treasury decision, the por-
ters and watchers will go back to the old
scale.

Mr. Dahanayake: What is the old

scale?

Dr. Perera: That is the point.

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: The
higher scale.
Dr. Perera: While the Assistant

Secreatry is g\etting the correct informa-
tion, may 1 point out to the Parliamen-
tary Secretary that most of these points
were brought to his notice last year
also, and he said that he would consider
them and that he was very grateful
to bon. Members for directing his atten-
tion to them. But now we find that
he has been merely grateful. He has
not passed on to the stage of taking

action and thereby seeing that his
promises materialize in some form. In
the case of temporary clerks and

temporary Inspectors .he said on that
occasion also——

The Chairman: You 1nean the
temporary staff?
Dr. Perera: Yes, Sir. On that

occasion he said that the Ministry was

considering the position =~ of these
temporary employees—
Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: T said

that we were considering it, but I never
said that we would comply.

Dr. Perera: The position of the Par-
liamentary Secretary is that he is still
considering.

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper:
we have made some progress.

Now

Dr. Perera: I am very glad to hear
that; but what is the progress?

Mr. A. Reginald Perera (Dehiowita):
** Pilgrim’s Progress’’!

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
The recommendation of the Cadres®
Commission is that part of the work
done by the Excise Department should
be transferred to the Police Department.
Aadecision has not yet been reached ag
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{Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake. |
{0 what work should be taken over from
the Excise Department and given to the
Police Department. Till that decision
is made we cannot make temporary
men permanent, because we do not
know whether there would be a reduction

that would be caused by the change.

~ Mr. Dahanayake: What are the con-
cessions that have been given to the
porters and watchers? 1 have before
me last year’s Estimates. There also
the porters and watchers are classed
into two Grades. Similarly the entry
in this year’s Estimates is just the same.
What is the change that has taken
place?.

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper:
are now going to place them on the same
seale of pay as peons. There is confusion
between porter and watcher.
That is" Rs.

Mr. Dahanayake: 480—

12—Rs. 720?

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: Yes.

Mp. Dahanayake: That means all -the

porters and watchers will be placed on
the scale Rs. 480—12—Rs. 720. Is
that correct?

The Chairman: If that is
then the Estimates are wrong.

correct,

The Hon. Mpr.

D. S. Senanayake:
That is not correct. )

‘Mr. Dahanayake: If that is correct,
the Estimates must be amended.

Dpr. Perera: Because that will remove

The mnew scale is
720 and the two

the two Grades.
Rsi 480—12—Rs.
Grades will vanish.

Mr. H. W. Amarasuriya (Badde-
gama): What I think is that if the lower
Grade carries the scale Rs. 480—12—
Rs. 720, the upper Grade will get a
corresponding inerease.

Gate Mudaliyar

Karviapper: We

“have secured the sanction of the Trea-

sury. The new scale is not included in
the IKstimates. This increagse will

appear in the next vear’s Estimates
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Mr. Dahanayake: We will have to
wait for 12 months more.

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: The
decision was taken only very recently.

Mr. Dahanayake: What is the
decision please? Kindly give 1t in
ficures—rupees. and cents.

My. A. Reginald Perera: Write it in
Arabic.

The Hon. Mr.
Members must remember
fasting.

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: The
decision will be put into effect and tueqe,
employees will be paid.

Dr. Perera: But you
what the decision is.

Bandaranaike: Hon.
that he 1s

do not know

Mr. Dahanayake: If the Parliament-
ary Secretary will make a note of it

and under-line it in red, we will be
satisfied.
Dr. Perera: The Parliamentary

Secretary will remember that last year
we raised the question of the extension
of the tree tax system and the Parlia-
mentary Seuetan promised to consider
it.. We would like to know what the
p}'eaent position is.

Gate  Mudaliyar Kariapper At
plc,sen’ﬁ the tree tax system is in opera-
tion in the Jaffna revenue distriect: We
propose to extend it to Mannar and®
Mullaittivu, and we are now in consul-
tation with the Members of Parliament
of the respective constituencies in re-

gard to that subject, and we expect a

communication from them.,

In regard to other areas, we have
had no request and no desire was ex-
pressed by the people of other distriets
to have the tree tax system introduced
in their areas.

Mr. Dahanayake: “hat have you
done to the reécommendation of the
Select Committee that went into this
question?

The Chairman: The recommendation
was that you should make a trial and
that the ftree tax system should be
introduced in Mannar and Mullaittivi
immediately. That was two years ago.

J

B T

:
i
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~ Dr, Perera: That esperiment should
be extended to the South also.

The Chairman: The recommendation
was that this experiment should be
extended to the South.

Mr. Kumaraswamy : Let the
Southerners also enjoy the beneiits of
our experience.

Gaite Mudaliyar Kariapper: Our
position is this., There have been no
requests from the people of other

Districts for the introduction of the tree
tax system, and we are not going to
impose it on them.

The Chairman: What about Mannar
and Mullaittiva?

Dr. Perera: A Select Committee of
the State Council made a recommenda-
tion on this matter. They made that
recommendation as a result of represen-
tations made. Do you want the people
to go. in deputation and see the
Minister?

The Chairman: The House accepted

the recommendation of the Select
Committes. The Report was placed
before the House. .

Mr. Kumaraswamy: The tree tax
system is doing very well in the
Northern Province. I am sure if we

extend it to the Southern Province

The Chairman: The Parliamentary
Secretary says that there has been no
demand except from Mannar and
Mullaittivu. They are waiting for the
demand.

Mpr. Kumaraswamy: If we extend it
tc the Southern Provinee, I am sure the
Hon. Prime Minister will be the first
person to see that it is abolished within
the shortest possible time.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
There is a demand from the North to
abolish the free tax system.

The Chairman: Only a certain section.

The Hon. Mr. S. W. R. D. Bandara-
naike (Minister of Health and Local
Goyvernment and Leader of the House) :
Anti-Tamil Congress section.
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The Hon, Mr., D. S. Senanayake.
Tiven the Tamil Congress section is

demanding the abohtwn of the tlee tax

system.

Dr. Perera: I am afraid the attitude
taken up by the Parliamentary Secretary

in regard to the tapping of sweet toddy

is not quite satisfactory.

10.45 A.M.

The hon.
made us understand that the Govern-
ment Agents act on information sup-
plied to sthem by the IExcise Inspectors
and Guards in the matter of closing
whole areas against the granting of
permission  to tap for sweel toddy.
Now, I think it is also in the inferest
of the Excise Guards to do away with
this prohibition, because it is a nuisance
to them-to give these licenses, to check

‘them and to go about and sez whether

the people are strictly adhering to rules,
and so on, I do not think that a re-
commendation made by these officers
should be sufficient to prohibit entirely
tapping for sweet toddy. These are the
very people who are becoming a nuisance
to the villagers in carrying on the
peaceful occupafeion of manufacturing
jaggery. This is -all the more re-
grettable, particularly at this  time,

because the price of sugar is now so
high.

The Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike: Only a
small quantity of sugar is manufactured.

Dr. Perera: T do not know about any
other areas, but in Maniyangama in
rigcht throughout the Kitulgala areas in
the hilly districts and in the Three
Korales a considerable amount of
jaggery is being made. ‘

By following
burden has been
villagers—a burden that has not been
sanctioned by this House. The decision
to which the TLegislature came to last
time was to granf the right of tapping
for sweet toddy without a permit: That
is a decision which the hon. Par-
liamentary Secretary has no right to
reverse.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
T believe the sanction to which the hon.
Member is referring was given for some
area in Balangoda. T am speaking
from memory, but

Parliamentary Secretary

this system an extra

placed upon  the

b ple AR L S PR L S e
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The Chairman: Yes, that was so.

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: Not
in other places.
The Chairman: Does the hon.
Member for Panadura press his
Amendment?

Mr. M. H. Peiris: Yes, Sir.

Question, ‘‘ That the Vote be re-
duced by Rs. 10 in respect of sub-head
1, item ° Excise Commissioner >’ put,
and negatived.

Sub-head 11.—Anti-Malaria equipment

to Officers stationed in hyper
endgmfc areas, Rs. 500.
The Chairman: Sub-head 11. There

is an Amendment in the name of the
hon. Member for Chavakachcheri.

Mr. Kumaraswamy: I would like to
know from 'the hon: Parliamentary
Secretary how these officers spent their
time all these days. Now that D.D.T.
has been introduced and malaria has
been greatly reduced, I do not think it
is necessary to incur this expenditure
on anti-malaria equipment.

The Chairman: This is a small vote.

Mr. Dahanayake: The vote is too
small, Sir. T would disagree with the
hon. Member for Chavakachcheri.

When the vote is so small as Rs. 500,
what can you do with it? How many

officers are going to be benefited by
this?

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: All the
officers will be benefited. There are

other increases as. well. We have
selected special areas

Mr. Dahanayake: What are the
areas?

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: The
areas are Mannar, Mullaittiva

Blephant Pass, and so on. We have
given the officers D.D.T. spraying units,
boots, and so on.

Mr. Dahanayake: How many officers
are going to be benefited?

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: Alj
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Mr. Dahanayake: Minor staff as well
as Inspeetors?

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: Yes.

Mr. Dahanayake: In that case what
can you do with Rs. 5007

Question, ‘‘ That the sum of
Rs. 2,570,229 for Head 52, Vote No. 1,
be inserted in the Schedule ', put, and
agreed fto.

Head 52, Vote 1,
part of the Schedule.

ordered to stand

Vote No. 2.—Purchase, transport,
storage and bottling of arrack,
Rs. 553,814.

Sub-head 1.—Bottling of arrack
purchase of bottles, Rs. 315,000.

Mr. S. A. Pakeman (Appointed
Member): I would like the hon. Parlia-
mentary Secretary to let us know why
the vote under sub-head 1 °‘ Bottling
of arrack and purchase of bottles '’ has
increased by over Rs. 112,000. In-
crease in the price of bottles alone
could not have accounted for this, and
I wish to know whether there has been
an increased consumption of arrack this
year as against the previous year,
especially because of a certain, amount
of restriction that has come into
operation on foreign liquor.

and

Mr. Kumaraswamy: 1 would like to
raise a very important point under this
sub-head. T suggest the cloging of
arrack taverns six months before a
General Election. We know the evil
effects of drink on poor voters and how
some candidates try to influence the
voters by giving them unlimited quanti-
ties of liquor, thus preventing them
from exercising their free choice.

The Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike: That is
what the Tamil Congress Members do.

Mr. Kumaraswamy: The more

arrack our opponents gave, the more
votes we got.

I suggest, as a general rule, that all
arrack taverns in the whole Island
should be closed from six months before
a General Election.

An Hon.

] What about
by-elections?

Member:
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Mr. Kumaraswamy: That is a very

difficult matter. But I make this

suggestion in all seriousness.

The Chairman: How are we going to
get six months’ notice of a Greneral
Election?

Mp. Kumaraswamy: Then make it the
maximum possible notice in the circum-
gtances, and apply the rule to all arrack
and toddy faverns, wherever they are.
This will prevent a lot of impersonation
in which some of our people have
specialized.

Dr. Perera: We would like to know
what the Department has done. Last
time we asked the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary to consider the question of
having the Department to take over the
bottling of arrack. That work is now
being given out to contractors. The
Hon. Minister made a statement on
that matter and promised to give us his
considered opinion about it.

Major Montague Jayewickreme (Weli-
gama): I would like to ask the Parlia-
mentary Secretary what he has done in
connection with- the proposal made by
me during the Committee stage of the
last Appropriation Bill for the appoint-
ment of a full-time chemist to under-
take the chémical analysis of local
alecoholic beverages.

Mr. M. H, Peiris: I would like to
know what the Department hag done in
regard to the process evolved by an
officer of the Department for the manu-
facture of a better type of arrack
known as the °° Mendis Special .

The Chairman: A full answer was
given to that question in this House a
few days back, I think a couple of
weeks ago, on a question raigsed by the
hon. Member for Kalutara.

Mpr. Pakeman: I have an Amendment
on sub-head 4.

The Chairman: TLet the Parliament-
tary Secretary reply on sub-head 1.

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: With
regard to the increase in the vote for
the purchase of bottles, T toight tell tne
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hon. Appointed Member  (Mr. Pake-
man) that it is due to the increased
consumption of arrack. In 1946-47 we
had an output of 636,000 gallons, and
in 1947-48, the figure is 692,000 gallons.
It is, therefore, obvious that consump-
tion of arrack has been increasing.

With regard to the suggestion of the
hon. Member for Chavakachcheri for
the 'closing of taverns six months before
a General Election, T might ask him—
I myself am no expert in it—whether
it takes six months to get over the
effects of intoxication.

The Chairman: What
question of bottling?

about

’Qhe:

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: The
system that obtained during last year
is being continued. :

Mr. Dahanayake: The syétem of
contractors.

Dr. Perera: So that you do not
propose to take over the bottling of
arrack?

The Chairman : The hon. Parliament-
ary Secretary might give a reply to the
question of analysis.

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: We
have so far not taken a chemist into the
Department, but I tHink the Ministry
has given a reply to the representations
of the hon. Member for Weligama. If
he will discuss the matter further with
the Ministry, we will be very pleased to
look into it.

The Chairman: I
Question to the House.

will put the

Dr. Perera: Not the whole of Vote 2.,

Sir. There are some further Amend-
ments.
Sub-head 4.—Transport of Arrack,

Rs. 257,500.

Mr. Pakeman: My question regarding
sub-head 4 is on the same lines as the
question on sub-head 1.

~ The Chairman: Yes, the increase is
die 46 increased consumption,
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Sub-head 5.—Provision of Arrack Stock
Advance Alc. (Token Vote), Es. 100.

Dr. Perera: I have two Amendments,
Sir.

The Chairman: Yes, under sub-head 5

Dr. Perera: Under sub-head 35,
regarding the token vote for the °° Pro-
vision of Arrack Stock Advance A/c.”
may I know our commitments in this
matter, what the situation is, whether
it 1s a profit or a loss?

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: This
~ work is done on an Advance Account.
- We have not met with any loss.

Dr. Perera: Iet us have at least a
rough idea of the present position.

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: I think
this is an Advance Trading Account.

Dr. Perera: Are you making a profit?

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: Certainly
not_a loss.

This is the third largest revenue
producing Department in the country.
Question, *°* That the sum of

Rs. 553,815 for Head 52, Vote No. 2,
be inserted in the Schedule ’, put, 'and
agreed to.

Head 52, Vote 2,
part of the Schedule.

ordered to stand

Vole No. 3.—Woyking of a State-owned
Distillery, Rs. 8,010,

Sub-head 1.—Establishment of @ State-
owned Distillery (Token Vote), Rs. 10,

Sub-head 2.—Temporary storage accom-
modation, etc., for State-owned
Distillery Plant, Rs. §8,000.

Dr, Perera: I have Amendments under
sub-heads 1 and 2, referring to the
State-owned Distillery and Plant.

The plant is still stored in a temporary
place for which you are paying Rs. 8,000.
In this case also; would you hand over
the process of bottling to contractors, or
will you do it yourself?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:'

It will be
Government.

undertaken by  the

A

The Chairman: The complete process
will be done by Government,
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Mr. Kumaraswamy: Surely, Sir,
there are better industries for the Gov-
ernment to finance than arrack. That
is my point. This will create a bad im-
pression, particularly on the section of
people whom I represent, namely the
Hindus.

The Chairman: This is a matter which
has been decided upon by this House as
well as the previous State Couneil.

Mr. Kumaraswamy: I am trying to
influence this House to revise their opi-
nion on the *“ nationalization ’ of liquor.

The Chairman: The hon. Member
cannot do it on an Amendment in the
Committee stage. He must bring up
a substantive Motion in the House for
that purpose. :

Mr. K. Kanagaratnam (Vadduk-
koddai): May I make a few observations
on this subject, Sir?

I have already touched on the ques-
tion of prohibition and the policy of
Government—oparticularly that of a
National Government—in regard to the
sale of liquor in this country.

But, Sir, with regard to this Vote
which provides for the manufacture of
arrack by Government, I think it is hich
time that a definite decision is taken in
regard to the Iixeise policy of Govern-
ment. I am not referring to the poliey
as between prohibition or otherwise. as I
am afraid that policy cannot be given
up now, but as far as I can see, there
are two aspects to this question. One is
the revenue aspect so far as the rhanu-
facture of liquor by Government is con-
cerned; and the other is the control of
the demand for liquor by the people of
this country. 5

I found a significant statement in the

Cadres Commission Report, where the

Commissioners

The Chairman: Under what sub-head
are you speaking? :

Mr. Kanagaratham: Under “ State-
owned Distillery.”’
Government manufacturing liquor for
supplying it to the people.

This is what the Cadres Commission

saidh _

You see here is a

]
e i ‘L

L A
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* We accept tho view that the Excise

Department exists Prl]ll&f‘]ly for the purpose of
earning revenue '’
And this seems to be confirmed by the
statement—may be a casual statement
—of the hon. Parliamentary Secretary
that this is the third largest revenue-
producing Department in the country. .

Gate Mudaliyar That
is the truth.

Kariapper:

Mr. Kanagaratnam: I did not dispute
that; but I find, Sir, from the State-
ment of Revenue in the Budget pro-
posals, that the Government has im-
posed such heavy duties on the import
of foreign liquor that the revenue from
that source has gone down considerably.
You will see that the actual revenue
earned in 1946-47 on foreign liquor tavern
rents and license fees was Rs. 170,000.
The estimated amount for 1947-48 was
Rs. 300,000, subsequently revised to
Rs. 200,000; and the estimate for 1948-
49 is only Rs. 85,000.

11.0 A.m.

I am glad that the consumption of
this class of liquor, mainly used by
people of ‘“high ' social status, has
been considerably curtailed as a result
of the imposition of heavy duties. I
do not know whether the object of
Government in imposing those heavy
duties was to encourage the local liquor
industry (toddy and arrack). If that
was the object, I can only express my
gorrow that we should begin the new
era with an attempt to encourage the
_manufacture and
articles which will ultimately destroy
the whole fabric of the nation.

Government proposes to
the manufacture of arrack. In other
words, while on the one hand it pro-
poses to inaugurate a series of activities
for the welfare of the people, especially
in the rural aveas, on the other, it pro-
poses fto encourage the consumption of
alcoholic liquor by making it available
at low prices. That is an undertaking
which will ultimately nullify all the
good intentions of the Government.

undertake

The Chairman: On a vote of this
nature, can the hon. Member discuss
a Resolution passed by the House? The
hon. Member is canvassing a decision
which we arrived at

5 AUGUST 1948

consumption - of

406

—Comnultlee

Mr. Kanagaratnam: There is provision

in this Budget for the manufacture of -

arrack by Government——

The Chairman: In accordance Wlth @
Resolution of this House.

Mr. Kanagaratnam: A Resolution
passed by the old Government, which
is no longer in existence.

The Chairman: A supplementary
estimate was passed by this House
some time ago. The original Resolu-
tion was passed by the State Counecil,
but the supplementary estimate came
before this House.

Mr. Kanagaratnam: In 1947-48,

The Chairman:
estimate?

The supplementary

Mpr. Kanagaratnam: I am not quite
sure.

I am now suggesting that this ques-
tion be considered by Government in
the light of existing circumstances.

The Chairman: You must bring in a
substantive Motion to rescind the

Resolution, or something to that effect. -

Mr. Kanagaratnam: I can move the
deletion of this vote.

The Chairman: Yes, you can oppose
it. You cannot move its deletion be-
cause you have not given notice of such
an Amendment. You can vote against
it,

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: He need

not speak.

Mr, Kanagaratnam: 1 am merely

drawing the attention of the Govern- -

ment to this evil. Iin my speech in the
Second Reading Debate

The Chairman: You could have
brought this up when the Excise
Commissioner’'s  salary was  being
discussed.

Mr. Kanagaratnam: I did not want
to move a cut in hig salary.
against the existence of this Depart-
ment. I am only suggesting that,
wiiile“Government ig wskmrr for funds to

I am not
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[Mr. Kanagaratnam. |
start a new distillery for the manufac-
ture of arrack, it might take into
account the fact that the excise policy
of the Government will have to be
considered, revised, by a National
Government.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
To satisfy my hon. Friend, may I say
that if the consumption of arrack goes
down, which we hope will be the case,
Government would be only too willing
to scrap this plant.

Mr. Pakeman: With regard to this
State-owned distillery, we have been in-
formed that by next May this distil-
lery would be in production. I do
hope that. when that happens, the
State-owned distillery will not issue
immature arrack. A great deal of harm
has already been done in the country
by the issue of immature arrack or
spirits: .1 feel quite sure that the
Minister of Home Affairs and the Ex-
cise Department will see to it that, from
the State-owned distillery at least, no
arrack is issued. until it has been fully
matured, so as not to seriously harm
those who consume it.

Question,”  ** That the sum of
Rs. 8,010 for Head 52, Vote No. 3, be
inserted in the Schedule”, put, and
agreed to.

Head 52. Vote 3, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Head 53.—Department of Prisons and
Probation

Vote No. 1.—Salaries and Expenses of

the Department of Prisons and

Probation including grants in aid,
Rs. 4,445,922.

Mr. Dahanayake: 1
Amendment.

move  my

The Chairman: Your Amendment is
*“That the Vote be reduced by Rs. 10
in respect of sub-head 1, item ‘ Com-
missioner of Prison and Probation
Services ’ "7,

Mr. A. Reginald Perera: Can I move
my Amendment also?

The Chairman: Your Amendment is
covered by the Amendment of the hon.
Member for Galle.
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Mr. A, Reginald Perera: On the
question of the Government’'s attitude
towards Prison administration in this
country, I have often crossed swords
with the Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of Home Affairs. Last night
I moved a ‘‘ cut’’ in the salary of the
Parliamentary Secretary, but, owing to
unfortunate, unforeseen, circumstances,
I was denied the opportunity of
speaking on it.

Yesterday, the Parliamentary Secre-
tary to the Minister of Justice, in defend-
ing the policy of his Ministry, told us
about his travels in the country, how he
visited the various Court houses in the
Island. By reason of his apathy, the
Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Home Affairs must accept a certain
share of the blame for the condition of
our prisons today. He has not visited
a single prison in the country

Dr. Perera: Is that true?

Mr. A. Reginald Perera: I say this
very reluctantly

The Chairman: You are not moving
a cut in his salary?

Mr. A. Reginald Perera: No, Sir, [
lost that opportunity. The Parliament-
ary Secretary to the Minister of Home
Affairs has developed a form of ** defence
reflex ©’ against all kinds of cuts! I
am moving a cut in the salary of the
Commissioner of Prisons, because I feel
that this gentleman has not sustained an
agitation for a radical alteration in the
system of prison administration. He is

gtill following an antiquated, obsolete, -

barbarous policy in the Prisons of this
Island. His attitude towards crime and
its punishment is antiquated. To him a

prisoner is not a man who has to be

reformed and returned to society as a
useful citizen——

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: T rise to
a point of Order: There is a substantive
Motion before the House in the name of
the  hon. Member, on Prison
administration

Dr. Perera: That Motion asks for a
Commission. That is quite a different
matter.

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: Tt deals
with  Prison administration.

BT R W ———— PSS
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Dr, Perera: It asks for a Commission.

The :I-Ioﬂ. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
Is the question he is mow referring to
outside the terms of that Motion?

Mr. A. Reginald Perera: the

For
entire— :

Perera: That Motion deals with
the whole question of penal reform.

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: It deals
with Prigson Administration.

The Chairman: Can you give me the
wording of that Motion?

Dr. Perera: It asks for
appointment of a Commission.

Mr. A. Reginald Perera: Yes, Sir.

I maintain that one of the prim-
ary pre-requisites for the correction of a
_ prisoner is that the prison should have
facilities for the isolation, classification
and segregation of prisoners. Our
prisons are over-crowded. I have drawn
attention to this more than once before.
In a room meant to accommodate 18

32 prisoners are forced to

the

prisoners, 52
crowd in.

Absolutely no facilities are provided
to the prison officials to segregate the
hardened, incurable type of criminal
from the first offender. There is, how-
ever, a loose form of segregation which
does not even pretend to tackle the
problem.

There is another evil in the prisons of

this country which the present Commis-

sioner has done nothing to remove. I
refer to the class distinetions observed
in the prisons. There are what are
known as °° Star’ prisoners and
““ Ordinary "’ prisoners. If this distine-
tion were made purely for purposes of
dieting, I can understand it, and we can
even accept it, but

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
““ Star ”’ prisoners are not so classified
for purposes of diet. The hon. Member
is thinking of first and second class
prisoners. ‘° Star *’ prisoners are §o0
classified because of good conduct

Mr. A. Regdinald Perera: No.

Dr. Perera: ‘‘ Star’
get a diflerent diet.

class prisoners
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Mr. A. Reginald Perera: I have been
assured that it is entirely a question of
diet.

Think of two men, one an ordinary
worker and one a ‘‘ gentleman ** from
the °‘ higher ’ classes, sentenced to.
prison for the same offence. At 5 in
the evening, the ordinary, working class
prisoner is locked up, and from his cell
he can see the “‘ Star '’ class prisoner
in the garden, playing volley-ball—

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayaké:

The “* long-trousered *’ man!
Mr. A. Reginald Perera: That is
perpetuating eclass differences in the

Prison.

Coming to the question of medical |
facilities, I find that, for the 600 prison-
ers in the Kandy jail, there is not even
one full-time medical officer.” The
Kandy, wvisits
the prison, but on certain days he is
unable to visit the prison at the appoint-
ed time. He comes late in the evening
because he has been called away to a
scene of murder. Six hundred prisoners
without any medical attention! That is
the situation in Bogambara Prison.

Then, there is the problem of the prison
officers themselves. The Commissioner
of Prisons has carried on a sustained
agitation for the increase of his own
salary. We know that, but he has not
moved in the matter of getting an in-
creased salary for the subordinate
officers, or in the matter of obtaining a
reduction in the number of hours these
men are called on to work.

I know what reply the Parliamentary
Secretary will give on this point. He
will state that he has adready asked for
an increase in the number of guards and
overseers. I maintain that that increase
is quite inadequate, because the heavy
increase in the prison populatmn will
nullify the effects of the small increase
in staff. The additions to the staff wall
just meet the minimum demands
brought about by the increase in the
prison populq’tum but it will not effect
a radical reduction in the volume of
work expected from the prison officers.

Then there is the other question which
T have brought up times out of number.
I refer to that rankling wound—the
treatment of our remand prisoners.


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

411 Appropriation Bill

[Mr. A. Reginald Perera.]

For 16 hours in the day they are kept
in @ lock-up. They are treated worse
than the convicted prigsoners. 'The
remand prisoners are locked up like
animals, taken out for their ablutions,
and ‘then put back in their cells!

I make these charges against the Com-
missioner of Prisons, not in any personal
sense. Iiven the blame that 1 lay at
the door of the Parliamentary Secretary
is not laid in any personal sense, as the
result of any personal animosity. T feel
very strongly on the subject, and the
Parhamentary Secretary must address
himself more geriously, more energet-
ically, to the condition of our prisons
today.

w115 A.m.

Mr. Pakeman: It is not very often,
Mr. Chairman, that I find myself in
agreement, as I do on this oceasion, with
the views expressed by my hon. Friend,
the Member for Dehiowita. He has
criticized the attitude taken up by the
hon. Parliamentary Secretary in regard
to the administration of the prisons. I
- do not believe that anything I shall say

will shake the attitude of the hon.
Parliamentary Secretary, but I wish to
endorse certain points made by the hon.
Member who has just spoken. I cannot
speak with that considerable experience
of prisons that the hon. Member has had.
My experience is rather an external than
an internal one, and what experience I
have is furthermore confined to one
prison only, which should be the star
prison, according to the Ceylon Year
Book, of the whole Island.

I fully understand and sympathize

~ with the Commissioner of Prigsons in the

difficult task he has to perform. I am

. very well aware that he spent a con-

siderable time of his leave in studying
prison systems in the United Kingdom,
and possibly elsewhere, I do not think
. that T should dwell at length on that

point, because there is already a Motion
in the name of the hon. Member for
Dehiowita on the subject of the appoint-
ment of a Commission to inquire into
prison administration. I do hope, how-
ever, that some time or other an expert;,
not necessarily a Commission, will come
out to take an objective external view
of our prison system., ;

I also wish to endorse what the hon.
Member for Dehiowita said—not that I
wish to give any blame toithe bhon)
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Parlinmentary Secretary for not visiting
the prisons. "1 would like to mention
that my information is that the three
last Ministers of Home Affairs, in thig™
Parliament and in the last State Couneil,
never succeeded in finding time to wvisit
even the Welikada Prison. 1 do hope
the hon. Parliamentary Secretary will
draw the attention of the newly-appoint-
ed Minister of Home Affairs to the
desirability of visiting, at least’ the Weli-
kada Prison, and possibly some others.
I do think he would then be able to
learn for himself, in many ways, the
existing conditions of the prisons.

1 do not think that I can condemn
the prison staff. In my opinion, the
prison staff have an extremely trying
and difficult occupation, and they try
to perform their duties to the best of
their ability. It cannot be denied that
there are defects, but, as far as I can
see the prison staff are doing their
best. The fact of the matter is that,
under existing arrangements, they have
to work—the jailers, wardehs and
overseers—sometimes for 10 or 12 hours
a day; and they are also labouring under
a sense of grievance with regard to the
matter of stand-by duty at night. What
T would like to have from the hon.
Parliamentary Secretary is an assurance
that the increase in eadre—which I
believe all together is & Jailers,
Class I1., 34 Overseers and 112 Guards—
will be enough to secure to the prison
staff at least a 52-hour week, considering
the trying nature of their jobs, and the
fact that many of these Overseers have
as many as 200 prisoners to look after
at once. My personal opinion is that
the increase in the cadre will bring down
their working hours to 52 a week, and I
do hope that the question will be con-
sidered, in the mext Budget, of a still
further increase in the cadre in order to
bring the working hours down to 48 a
week. :

Very correctly, the prison staff are not
allowed to form themselves into a trade
union. I quite appreciate the reason
why they are not allowed to do so. But
I do sincerely hope that the prison staff
will be given every opportunity of voicing
what I consider to be their very
legitimate grievances.

There is just one further point I wish

to make, and that is with regard
to the prison buildings. I have seen
the prison building at Welikada,
and "I “doubt whether many other
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prison buildings in the Island are very
much better. I went to Welikada prison
on one occasion, and I noticed that the
accommodation was extremely poor and
the number of buildings appallingly few.
I put it down to lack of labour and build-
ing material, I do sincerely hope that
the whole question of the conditions of
the prisons, prison jailers and’ other
staff, and prison buildings will be taken
up at the earliest possible opportunity.
T hope I am not-infringing on the private
Member's Motion when 1 emphasize
the great necessity for a study, by the
heads of the Prisons, of the best
methods of penology, in consultation
possibly with leading experts on the
subject.

Mr. P. G. B. Keuneman (Third
Colombo Central): There are one or two
remarks which I would like to offer, M.
Chairman, on the question of Prisons.
Before I go on to the general question
of policy of the Prison administration as
it works out in detail under the charge
of the Commissioner of Prisons, I would
like once again to reiterate the point
made by the hon. Member for Dehi-
owita, and that is, that one of the most
urgent problems in the prisons today is
the problem of the lack of acecommoda-
tion and the overcrowding in prisons.

The hon. Member for Dehiowita com-
plained about the barbarous conditions
which some of the prisoners have to
undergo. But even those regulations
which are already in existence for the
purpose of looking after prisoners cannot
be observed because the question of
accommodation has not been tackled. 1
am very sorry to say that nowhere in the
Estimates is there any provision for a
radical improvement of this want.

The hon. Member for Dehiowita stat-
ed that five, six or eight prisoners were

sometimes huddled in a single cell. T -

think the hon. Parliamentary Secretary
should go to Welikada Prison and see for
himself those huge, long enclosures, the
“ T, 7’ wards, where one cannot even find
a place to sit and talk—in fact one is not
allowed to do so because a hundred
people are sleeping there—where every-
body has to be locked up, where you
cannot have proper guards, and where
all the prisoners after 5 o'clock are
just treated like slaves—mo better than
that—and are not able to muoye
3—J. N. 13601 (8/48)
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The hon. Parliamentary Secretary,
when the question of the abolition of
racing was brought up, took the oppor-
tunity of going to the racecourse to study
matters. I hope he will now take the
opportunity of going to the prisons and
seeing for himself the conditions in the
“ L wards, and press on his Minister
and the Cabinet the need for immediate
provision being made for the purpose of
improving the accommodation in the
prigons.

There are also certain other points I
The hon. Member ior
Dehiowita very correctly raised the point
that still the main drive and aim of
Prison administration in this country
seemed to be not to reform the prisoner
and try to convert him and make him
a decent citizen. The old punitive
methods, purely punitive, are still pre-
valent. If the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary goes to the prison, he will see
that there are still fthose archaic- and
harbarous institutions known ag ‘‘Pingo
Parties ’. Every citizgn who goes
there for a certain period of time is made
to perform the utterly senseléss task
of beating husks, carrying rock stones
from one place to another, or sweeping or
cleaning - up something, instead of
straightway teaching him some trade or
useful occupation which will equip him,
once he gets out of prison, to be a decent
and useful member of society in the
future. T think the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary and the Minister should go to,
the prison and see that the system of
Pingo Parties is abolished; " 1t is a
mediaeval system which should have
been thrown out long ago.

Even after the problem of overcrowd-
ing is solved, there are certain ordinary
human comforts which should be given
to the prisoners. No prisoner in our
prisons is allowed to smoke

Mr., Pakeman: Why should he?

Mr. Keuneman: I do not see why.
No one has been able to give a reason
why prisoners are not allowed the
privilege of smoking.

The Hon. Sir John Kotelawala (Min-
ister of Transport and Works):
Otherwise, where is the punishment?

The Chairman: Tt would be a luxury.

Mr. Keuneman: It is hardly a luxury,
NivundThose who earn money buy sweets.
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There is a huge illegal trade in beedi and
ganja going on in the prisons. Every-
body knows that. The hon. Parlia-
mentary Secretary knows that. There
is absolutely no reason why a prisoner
who earns his money by doing work in
prison should not be allowed to spend

it on cigarettes.

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: What

about a drink for the prisoners?

Mr. Keuneman: The Hon. Minister's
touching concern for one’s aleoholic
thirst I can appreciate. But I think
it will be dangerous. Alcohol can cause
a great deal of trouble. By alcohol you
can make anybody intoxicated, but not
by tobacco.

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: Why
not provide the prisoners with drinks
and give them all comforts?-

Mr. Keuneman: Then with regard to
a matter like® shaving. Prisoners are
allowed to shave only once a week.
When even the °° Star ™ class of pri-
soners make an application to be
allowed to have a razor blade more
often than once a month or even provide
their own razor blades, their applications
are rejected.
ance is going on in the prisons, without
the slightest regard for the feelings of
the prisoners, nor is any attempt made
by Government to put things right.

Then I take the question of news:-
papers. The ‘° Star = c¢lass prisoners
are allowed to have newspapers, but the
non-"‘ Star ' class, who happen to be
the bulk of the prison population, are
not even allowed to go to the library
and read in the newspapers what is
going on in the outside world. They are
not even allowed to get a book.

I say that it is not overcrowding or
anything of the sort, but the complete
callousness on the part of the Govern-
ment which is responsible for the
indifferent treatment of these people.
I hope that the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary and the Minister will take
immediate steps to put an end to this
state of affairs: it is nothing but a
scandal.

There are one or two further points,
Mr. ‘Chaxrma,n. The last time the
question of handeuffs was brought wup!
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the hon. Member for Kotie made g

very memorable speech. llt is.my in-
formation that handcuffing is still going
on. I remember the great shock and
indignation shown by the hon. Parlia-
mentary Secretary himsell on the last
n. I hope he will really ‘see to

accasion. : VILL )

it this time that the primitive system of = =

handeuffing on all occasions is stopped.
An Hon. Member: What about the H:

handeuffing of patients? : .4

Mr. Keuneman: I am informed that
patients are still being handcuffed in
spite of the assurance given by the hon.
Parliamentary Secretary. 1 would urge
that the system of handcuffing be §
abolished, particularly in regard to :
patients.

One other point. I would like the
hon. Parliamentary Secretary, if he can,
to make a statement to the House on
the working of the Borstal Institutions
and the Probation Services. These,
T believe, are institutions which have
been introduced by the Commissioner to
deal particularly with young prisoners,
or vouthful offenders, as they are called.
We should like to know from the hon.
Parliamentary Secretary how this system
of Borstal Institutions is working and
whether they are a suecess. :

I do not know whether the Hon.
Minister of Home Affairs ahd his Parlia-
mentary Secretary have exercised their
minds on the question of fthe death
penalty. There has® been a ecertain
amount of discussion in the newspapers
and in public on the question of the
abolition of the death penalty since .
the recent decision of the British
Government, and I do not know wheather ‘
the Government have considered this l
matter. If they have, I would like
the hon. Parliamentary Secretary to
make a statement to this House with
regard to that subject.

Mr. Dahanayake: May T suggest, ‘as
an immediate solution of the problem of
overcrowding, that a select number of
long-term  prisoners should be pre-
maturely released? T understand that
the extent of overcrowding exceeds
50 per cent. of the capacity. |

Mr. Keuneman: In Welikada it is
100 per cent.
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Mr. Dahanayake: Fifty per cent. on
an average, and unless something is
done immediately, conditions will con-
tinue to become worse and worse. An
immediate solution would be to release
prematurely a large number of selected
prisoners. That has been done in other
countries, and there is no reason why
it should not' be done here. As a mafter
of fact, when a man is sentenced to a
long period, there should always be a
watceh kept on him to see whether it is
not dssirable to release him much
earlier than the period for which he was
sentenced. That should be the spirit in
which the prison regulations should be
worked out. Simply because a man is
gentenced to a period of ten years,
should he remain the entire term? I
say he should not. I say that it should
be possible for him to make amends
within a few years and to obtain a
conditional release. Now, that may be
a suggestion through which this problem
of overcrowding may be set right. '

I also want to touch on the question
of the Probation Services. At the last
Budget Debate, when this matter was
raised, we were told that steps would
be taken to enlarge the scope of the
existing Probation Service. Now, take
the Southern Province, for instance.

The Chairman: Will the hon. Mem-

ber wait till we come to Sub-head 12 on
that? .

Mr. Dahanayake: No, Sir; we arve
dealing with the *‘ Commissioner of
Prison and Probation Services * .

The Chairman: That is true; but
there are too many points for the hon.
Parliamentary Secretary to answer atb
once.

Mr. Dahanayake: What I want to
point out is that there is no provision
for an increased number of Probation
Officers. There were 20 last year, and
there are going to be 20 in the coming
year also. Take the Southern Provinee,
for instance. There is a Probation
Officer abt Galle and that Probation
Unit, I know, is doing very good work.
But its scope is limited to the Judicial
Division of Galle. Youthful offenders
from Matara do not get theichance,of
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serving as probationers. We ask that
this Probation Service, which has proved
successful, be immediately extended $o
cover up all parts of the Island.

I also wish to refer to the question of
the 8-hour working day, which has been
denied so long to the minor employees
in our jails. Some time back I reminded
the hon. Parliamentary Secretary that
these minor employees were @ven
threatening to go on strike, and he wvery
solemnly assured the House on gha,t
occasion that he would immediately look
into the matter. How has he looked
into the matter? By increasing the
number of guards by a paltry hundred,
he may be reducing the hours of work
of each minor employee, according to
my calculation, by about thirty minutes.
When is this 8-hour working day to be
given to the minor employees in our
prisons? Tt seems to me that the whole
policy is to make prisoners of these
minor employees. There are prisoners
and prisoners. On the one side are the
prisoners, and on the other side are the

minor employees who are treated
sometimes worse than the prisoners
themselves.

They have nobody else to tell these
things, except the Commissioner of
Prison and Probation Service, who, 1
am sorry to say, is thoroughly m-
different to the welfare of the minor
employees. I have seen the conditions
under which these minor employees live.
There are no proper houses for them.
In the Police Department, as a result
of myv agitation, there is today a scheme
of housing for the policemen. Do you
find a similar scheme of housing for the
minor employees of our jails? We de-
mand that there should be such a
scheme. They live in most appalling
conditions. Their grievances are nob
heeded by the Head of the Department.
Several cases have come to my notice
in which there has been harsh treat-
ment accorded to these minor employees
by the Head of the Department. ' That
is why we support a cut on his salary.

Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena: T wish
to make a few remarks. The mediecal
facilities obtaining in the prisons are
far from satisfactory. T think the hon.
Member for Dehiowita (Mr. A. Reginald
Perera) mentioned the fact that the
Medical Officer is not on the spot for
many. hours of the day Further, there
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have been several complaints regarding
the medical treatment itself. When an
able-bodied prisoner ipn a cell speaks a
fow harsh words, he is sent fo the
hospital on the following day and there
he is given a certain type of injection.
I had a complaint from a certain pri-
soner who refused to have that injection.
He said there was nothing wrong with
him. But he was given a certain type
of iodine injection, after which he felt
completely paralysed. He had written
several letters about this, but those
letters had not been sent out. This is
a general complaint made by the

prisoners.

There was another person with one
lee—a prisoner sentenced to twenty
years, of which he had already served
six or seven years. He is an old man
of sevenfy-six. I cannot understand
why an old man of seventy-six, who
had already served seven years of his
sentence of twenty years, cannot be
released. '

Mr.
released.

Dahanayake: He should be

Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena: Then,
at the Bogambara Jail, there is no
proper place for the prisoners to have
their meals. The prisoners come out of
thejr cells, and even in rainy weather
they have to sit outside and eat their
meals.

As regards recreation, ‘‘ Star ’’ class
prisoners in most jails have volley-ball
courts and other things provided for
them, but the poor sections—the work-
ing class people and the peasants who
fill these jails—have no recreation at
all. They should be provided with at
least a volley-ball court and the
necessary equipment.

I wish to draw attention to the long
hours of work the minor employees are
compelled to put in, and the harsh
treatment they receive from the higher
oﬂ"icr:zrs, their bogses. I am referring
particularly to the jail guards and the
lower ranks. They are very harshly
treated. ' i

Then, as regards prisoners who are

brought to the General Hospital and
who are constantly guarded while
there, T must say that they receive

callous treatment at the R4#dgY Bf TR
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higher officials who cor‘ne_rrmnd to see
them. 1 am referring particularly to one
officer. He comes round at dead .of
night to the bed where the prisoner-
patient is chained by the hand or leg,
and while the patient is fast asleep,
pulls the chain hard. Sl}ch brutalities
are perpetrated by certain officers. T
would like to mention to the Parliamen-
tary Secretary the name, if necessary,
of a particular officer, because I have
had experience of it, and have also had
several complaints from other prisoner-
patients. A patient may have a high
temperature, say, 104 or 105 degrees,
in a case of typhoid, or malaria, or dy-

sentry. And yet he is chained to the
bed and the officers harass him by
pulling the chain when he is fast
asleep. There is a certain officer at the
Welikada Jail who is a terror to the
poor prisoners there.

Mr. Dahanayake: He should be
jailed !

Mr, S. A. Silva (Agalawatta): I wish
to make a few remarks about long-
term prisoners. What I have observed
during my vidits to these jails is that
the long-term prisoners who have been
kept in one jail for ten and twelve years
are suffering from a nervous break-
down. They are always sick. From
their personal files T found that they
had been sent before the doctors for
out-door treatment, but the doctors had
reported that they were not sick. The
tact is that they are suffering from a
nervous breakdown. T would like the .
hon. Parliamentary Secretary to see
that these long-term prisoners are
transferred periodically from one jail to
another.

The Hen. Sir J. Kotelawala: We will
have a jail in Nuwara Bliya!

Mr. S. A. Silva:
Pussellawa !

When we discussed this Sub-head
lagt time and referred to overcrowding, -
the hon. Parliamentary Secretary told
us that Rs. 125,000 had been provided
for additional prison buildings, and

Rs. 50,000 for a mnew prison aft
Welikada.

We want one at

The Chairman: That is the Remand
Prison at Welikada. That is almost
completed.
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Mr. S. A. Silva: A new one?

The Chairman: Yes, a new one.

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: Do you
like to go and see it?

Mr. S. A. Silya: With regard to the
overworking of Jail guards, provision
has been made for 114 guards this year.
Although the Parliamentary Secretary
promised that he would accept the
suggestion of the hon. Member {for
Wellawatta-Galkissa (Dr. Colvin R. de
Silva) to give minor employees only
8 hours’ work a day, that has not been
done. We say that mere promises will
not do; they must act.

Then, I would like to point out that
the Mahara Jail, though close to
Colombo, is not provided with electri-
city. The officers there complained to
me that they find it very difficult to
cuard the prigson at night because there
is not enough light provided in that
prison. With this efficient Minigter’s
electric scheme, I hope even this year
the Mahara Prison will be provided with
electricity [Interruption]. 1 hope he
-will do it soon, because he also might
go there soon.

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: Is that
remark permitted, Sir? I  protest

against 1t.

The Chairman: I think what the hon.

Member meant was that the Hon.
Minister might go there on a visit.
The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: Visit

him?
The Chairman: Order, please!

Mrs. Florence Senanayake (Kiriella):
Sir, may I say that when T visited the
Welikada Jail I found two prisoners
who  were  paralytic. They - were
thoroughly sick. These prisoners have
heen given special attention. I would
like to know whether there is any pur-
pose served in keeping them there. I
wounld appeal to the Hon. Minister to
consider the question whether such
prisoners should not be released.
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Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: 1 appre-
ciate the many valuable suggestions
placed before the House, but I must,
however, confess that the effect of some
of the suggestions is lost because the
Members have over-drawn the picture.
have never

Mr. Dahanayake: You

vigited a jail.

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: The hon.
Member has time and again repeated
that the Parliamentary Secretary for.
Home Affairs has never visited these
jails. In fact, in the past it was not
my hobby, but now that it *has been

~ Mr. Keuneman: But you go to the
Racecourse ! |

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: In fact,
T was taken to task over this matter
by a comparison with the Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Justice as
regards travelling all over the Island.
I may assure hon. Members that T shall
endeavour during the coming months to
visit some of these prisons.

11.45 A,

Dr. Perera:
locked up.

See that you are not

Mr. A. Reginald Perera: Come back
also.

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: I must say
that this allegation that the Prison ad-
ministration has remained the same as
in mediaeval times is not correet. Since
1922 many reforms have been introduced
into the Prison administration in keeping
with the march of penal science in other
countries. For example, the theory ct
deterrence based on solitary confinement
has been given up, the Silent Bule and
many other features of a repressive
system have been done away with.

Mr, A. Reginald Perera: Tell that to

the marines. :

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: Many
humiliating features of Imprisonment
which tend to lower the self-respect of
an individual have been given up, and
today Prison administration in this
country compares very favourably with
that obtaining in most of the countries
i e world.
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It has been stated that there is over-
crowding in our Prisons. I must remind
hon. Members that, during the war
years, building operations could not have
been proceeded with. But now that the
war is over, we are making provision
year by year for the construction of
more Prison quarters. But the fact
must be borne in mind that today the
Prison population has increased by 51
per cent., and 1 invite the co-operation
of all hon. Members in the effort thau
18 being made to reduce crime, by various
Societies in the Island.

My, Keuneman: Where is
scheme to reduce crime?

your

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: In regard
to the increase of salaries for the staff,
I must say'%hat that is a matter for the
Salaries Committee, and for my
Ministry.

The hon. Appointed Member wanted
an assurance from me that we were tak-
ing adequate steps to provide a fifty-two
hour week for the minor staff of the
Prisons. I may assure the hon. Member
that we have made provision in the
Budget for this purpose, and we do hape
to increase the cadre by stages in order
to ensure that all Prison officers had a
fifty-two hour week. :

The hon. Member for Galle said that
adequate housing provision has not bees:
made for the minor staff of the Prisons.
If the hon. Member will refer to the
Estimates he will find that, under sub-

head 20, we have a proposal to acquir:-

all the Services quarters in Mahara.
which will cost nearly Rs. 500,000. g

Mr, Keun.ema,n: Go to Welikada first.

Mr., Dahanayake: What about Jaffna,
Bogambara, and Welikada?

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: There is
a tokeg vote for Rs. 10. That is *or
the purpose of acquiring the buildings [
mentioned and housing the Prison staff.

The Chairman: Page 175.

- Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: With
regard to the question of the Library, I
may assure hon. Members that we are
offering increased facilities to prisoners
to spend their leisure hours usefultly.
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Mr. Keuneman: Ninety per cent. are

forbidden to go to the Library.

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper:

is one where opinion differs.

In regard to the Remand Home, the

Chairman has brought to the notice
of hon. Members that- it is nearing com-
pletion. We have launched upon the
second stage of the expansion of the
Borstal Scheme. We have found from
our experience that this Institution is a
a very useful one, particularly for juve-
nile offenders, and figures last year show
that one out of seven convicted persons
come from that age group, 16 to 21.
That is the reason why we have made
provision for the second stage expansion
of the Borstal Institute.

Mr. Dahanayake: No, you have not.
Last year you had 20 Probation Officers,
this year also there is the same provision.

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper:  We have
created two new posts—Warden and
sub-Warden. I am mentioning this in
reply to the question raised by the hon.
Member for Galle.

Mr. Dahanayake: That is for the
Watupitiwela institution.
Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: Under

* Probationers "’ we have provision for
a Warden and sub-Warden.

Dr. Perera: No, look at the footnote.
It says, ** New posts in connection with
establishment of Remand Homes under
Ordinance No. 48 of 1939 *’.

the Mudaliyar Kariapper: We have
provided for the second stage.

Mr. Dahanayake: You have provided

fQ}' two House Officers for the
Watupitiwela institution.

_Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: That is a
different provision.

~ Mr. Dahanayake:
Probation officers has not been incereased.
You ‘have not taken on more judicial

officers to enlarge the scope of the
Probation Service. '

The

question of allowing prisoners to smoke _

The number of

i I,
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Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: With
regard to the suggestion to release long-
term prisoners, that is a matter on which
we cannot make any statement.
I believe I have dealt with all the
points raised. :

Mer,
satisfied.

Dahanayake: We not

are

The Chairman: There is the question
of the three paralysed prisoners in jail.

Dr. Perera: 1 will explain.

On this question of Probation there
are two aspects. At the present
moment, apparently, a prisoner has to
be on probation, at the original stage,
on the orders of the judge. We are ask:
ing that it be extended in the other way
also; that is to say, that if a prisoner
has been condemned for 15 years and is
found to have put in satisfactory service
__his conduct and behaviour have been
good and his whole record shows that he

" has reformed, has atoned for his erime—
he might be released after a period of
vears. That is a system that is obtain-
ing in America and in other countries
where the Probation Service has been
extended.

The Chairman: Ticket of leave.

Dr. Perera: Yes. You cannot do
that with your 20 Probation officers.

The Chairman: Is there not provision
under the Criminal Procedure Code for
that?

Dr. Perera: There is, but it is mnot
being utilized.

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: Long
term prisoners get a remission of
sentence—so many weeks

Dr. Perera: I know that remission is
only for quarter of their period.

The case brought forward by the hon.
Member for Kiriella is this. There
are patients. Some of them are long-
term prigoners—I17 years, 18 years, am'_l
so on. After a long-term they get old
and they are merely a burden on the jail
authorities. You have to find extra
men to carry them about. Surely,
these people can be released and a lot
of living space can be savedjtherehy.
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There is mno conception of these

things; there is no looking into these
questions and understanding the diffi-
culties, studying the problems in the
jails and working them out. The other
day hon. Members would have read the
remarks of a Puisne Justice who went
on his trip of jail delivery. In wvery
strong terms he condemned the Remand
Home at Kandy. What effect has it

had on the Parliamentary Secretary or

his Minister? No effect at all. It 18

‘like pouring water on a duck’s back.

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: We have '
taken notice of the suggestions.

Dr. Perera: All you do is to take

notes like last time. -
Mr. Keuneman: The treuble is that

he loses his notes after taking them.

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: Nothing
is lost and everything is given due
consideration.

Dr. Perera: With regard to this ques-
tion of a fifty-two hour week the present
system you have introduced is much
worse, from the point of view of a few
jail guards, than the old system. On
the pretence of changing hours of duty
the guards on night duty have to be at
their posts for nearly 14 hours. And

this is not an improvement on the old
system.

Mr. Keuneman: Much worse.

Dr. Perera: Yes, particularly in the
case of the night duty officers. And
the Parliamentary Secretary says that
he has gone into the question. Fiffy-
two officers or a hundred officers are not
going to save the situation. A radical
change is wanted and a complete
change of hours of work, and I do hope
that, with the co-operation of the Jail
Guards’ Association, this matter will he
put right and that your presen® scheme |
will not be merely imposed on them,
That is what we want.

Mr. Dahanayake: The hon. Parlia-
mentary Secretary has a very hazy
notion of what the Probation Serviee
is.

My, Keuneman:
what it is.

He does not know
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Mpr. Dahanayake: Last year there
were 20 officers. One was stationed in
Galle. Whenever there was an accused
in & case within a certain age limit—16
to 20—this youthful offender, when con-
vieted, instead of being sent to jail, was
handed over to the Probation Officer,
who thereafter started supervision over
the boy who was allowed to remain 1in
his home. I have seen copies of the
records of the Probation Officer which
show that the entire work is extremely
well done. And year after year I have
pointed out that thls Probation Service
should be extended. Have thev
extended it? Not at all.

Take the Southern Province. It is
only the judicial division-of Galle that
is being served. Why is not this
service extended to other parts of the
Island? Last year provision was made
for 20 Probation Officers. The provi-
sjon this year remains the same, which
shows that the Government is not con-
cerned in the least in extending the
service which is doing really good work.

It is very difficult to get some praise
from Members of the Opposition. But
we say that the Probation Service is
doing grand work. And you are not
prepared to extend it. Is that the way
you ought to behave?

Mr, Keuneman: I do not think this
House can be at all satisfied with the
attitude taken up by the Parliamentary
Secretary on the question of Prison Re-
form. A large number of serious
matters have been brought to the notfice
of the Parliamentary Secretary, and all
that he can merely say is that these are
matters of opinion. At least he could
try and give us an assurance that the
Government would go into these
matters and remove any anomalies that
exist. I think this is a light-hearted
way of freating these: serious matters.
It ill becomes the Parliamentary
Secrebarz

Gate Mudaliyar Karlapper- I am
treating these matters with the utmost
seriousness. All points worth while con-
sidering are considered and all action
considered necessary are taken.

In regard to the number of Probation
Officers, the present number is 20, and
at the moment we consider that number
sufficient. For the second stage of
expansion
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Mr. Dahanayake: Last year it was
20, this year it is 20.

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: At present
we consider the number sutficient. For
the second stage of the expansion, if the
number is not “sufficient we are prepared
to increase it.

I thank the hon. Member for Galle for
having admitted that we are doing
useful work.

Mr. Dahanayake: Praise alone is not
enough.

Mr. A. Reginald Perera: I want to
ask the Parliamentary Secretary whether
he is aware that a specialist was sent to
the Prisons to make a psychosomatic
survey of the prisoners. Has that sur-
vey been made or is the hon. Parliamen-
tary Secretary aware that such an officer -
was sent? ;

Mr. Dahanayake: What 1is the
meaning of psychosomatic?

Mr. Keuneman: My question about
the death penalty was not answered.,

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: That is
outside the scope of the Home Ministry.

The Chairman: That is a matter for
the entire Cabinet.

Mr. Keuneman: The Parliamentary
Secretary is supposed to give us inform-
ation under this Vote. Executioners
also come under him. I am asking
whether he can make a statement on

policy.

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: We are
carrying out executions, it is true, but
that is in compliance with orders.

Mr. Keuneman: T want to know
whether he cannot make a statement
on policy.

Dr. Perera:
Amendment.

Question put, ““ That the Vote be re-
duced bv Rs. 10 in respect of sub-head
1, item ‘ Commissioner of Prison and
Probation Services ’

The Committee dnlded (under
Standiig Order 48): Ayes, 29- Noes 40.

We are proposing an
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The - Chairman: The Sitting 1is
suspended till 2 p.u.

Sitting accordingly suspended until
2 p.m., and then resumed.

The Chairman: Any further
Amendments?

Dr. Perera: We have finished sub-
head 1. '

The Chairman: Are there any
Amendments to Vote 1, sub-head 2?

Dr. Perera: The only point is the
increase in the vote in sub-head 2.
There is a big increase of Rs. 60,000.
Will the Parliamentary Secretary tell
us why?

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: The
increase is due to increased railway fares
and increased staff.

Dr. Perera: There is a complaint by
the Guards on the matter of uniforms,
particularly with regard to rain-coats.
The rain-coats that they are getting are
rather unsatisfactory. The quality 1is
inferior and they do not serve the pur-
pose for which they are intended. il
will be satisfied if the Parliamentary
Secretary gives me the assurance that
he will look into the matter.

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: There
has been a deterioration in the quality
of textiles due to world conditions. As
time goes on, the quality will improve.

Dr. Perera: T wish to raise a question
on sub-head 18, Purchase of Motor
Vehicles. We seem to be buying motor
vehicles for the Prisops Department
every year. Why?

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: To meet
increasing requirements. The staff has
been increased and a Remand Home has
been  established. We have also
undertaken the expansion of the Borstal
Institute.

Dr, Perera: One more point. Why
is a token vote included under sub-head
1?2 TIf you have estimated Rs. 51,000,
you might have included that in the
estimates.
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Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: That 18
for the acquisition of Service buildings.
The acquisition of service buildings is &
matter for neootiation by the Ceylon
Government with the Imperial Govern-
ment, and that will take a number of
years.

Dr. Perera: Why must you acquire
from the Imperial Government?

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: Because
they are Service Buildings.

Question, * That the sum of
Rs. 4,445,922 for Head 53, Vote No. 1,
be inserted in the Schedule ’, put, and
agreed to. '

‘Head 58, Vcte 1, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Industrial and
(Token

Vote No. 2.—Prison
Agricultural Undertakings

Vote), Rs. 100.

Mr. V. T. Nanayakkara (Matale):
May I ask the Parliamentary Secretary
whether there is a plan of co-ordination
between the Industries Department and
the Agricultural Department on the one
hand and the Industrial and Agricultu-
ral Section in the Prisons on the other?
Has the Parliamentary Secretary a plan
to get down modern machinery for the
Industrial Section of the Prison so that
the prisoners may be ftrained in modern
methods? If this is done the prison-
ers, when they are discharged, will be
fit for absorption into the community as
a result of such modern vocational
training. -

I would also ask the Parliamentary
Secretary whether he has a plan to give
industrial training to prisoners in the
smaller prisons like Anuradhapura,
Galle and Badulla.

T understand that an order was placed
by the Public Works Department for a
large number of baskets and that the
Government Stores got these baskets
from outside sources, thereby depriving
many prisoners of employment. That
ix a violation of the Financial
Regulations. I would request the
Parliamentary Secretary to look into this
matter.

I would also like to ask the Parlia-
mentary Secretary whether there is any
organization taking a sufficient interest
in “the absorption of these prisoners
when they are discharged.
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Dr. Perera: There is another aspect
of this matter to which I would like to
draw the attention of the Parliamentary
Secretary. In the past there has been
much corruption in the department in
vegard to this item of Industrial Under-
takings. I remember some time back
there was a shortage of timber, and
some of the officers concerned were
severely reprimanded. I would like to
know the nature of the check that the
department has in respect of these in-
dustrial undertakings, particularly in re-
gard to the obtaining of timber from
outside, and the sale of timber. We
are working on a token vote and we do
not know the precise position, in ve-
gard particularly to the Industrial Sec-
tion. I would like to know from the
Parliamentary Secretary if he can give
us any information about this particular

gsection.

~ Mr. Dahanayake: What was the
output of this section last year?
Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: These

undertakings are run on a token vote
and they are paying. The Government
has never suffered any loss.

Tn reply to the hon. Member for
Matalé, may I inform him that the chief
“ object we have in mind is to give these
prisoners a vocational training, so that
when they are discharged they will be
fit: to carry on a vocation. We also
have what are known as Discharged
Prisoners’ Aid Associations, which are
ever ready to give any assistance that
- discharged prisoners may require.

With regard to the shortage of timber
referred to by the hon. Member for
Ruwanwella, strict instructions have
“been issued to the officer in charge of
these undertakings, and I can assure the
hon. Member that there need be no fear
of such shortages in future. The Forest
Department  supplies the  timber;
the timber is purchased from the
Forestt Department, and things are
- looked into very carefully.

Mr. Dahanayake: Can .ytﬁu tell us

what was the output of this section last
year? : '

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: This is
- a sort of trading account.
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Mr. Dahanayake: If you made
brooms, let us know how many brooms =
you made; or if you made mats, let us
know how many mats you made.

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: If the
hon. Member wants a detailed balance
sheet T am prepared to supply him with
iti.

Mr. Dahanayake: This is operated on
a token vote and we would like to know
how the business was carried on during
the past year.

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: Very
successfully and without any loss.

Mr. Dahanayake: Those are vague
terms.

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: They are
very definite. I am very happy to be
able to tell-the hon. Member that last
year’'s turnover was 6% lakhs.

Dr. Perera: One point about the
assistance given by the Discharged
Prisoners’ Aid Associations is that it 1s
given so late that it is useless. Aid
must be given promptly before the man
slips back into his old habits. If he is
to be established in life he must be given
aid promptly. I am personally aware of
this, because I intervened in the cases
of one or two people and I found there
was a delay of some months in giving
assistance. I would like the Parliamen-
tary Secretary to look into this matter
and see that aid is given promptly.

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: I quite
agree with the remarks of the hon.
Member and I will look into the matter.

Question, *‘ That the sum of Rs. 100
for Head 53, Vote No. 2, be inserted in
the Schedule ’, put, and agreed fo.

Head 53, Vete 2, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Head 5%.—Government Analyst

Vote No. 1.—Salaries and Expenses of
the Government Analyst, Rs. 254,637.

Sub-head 1.—Personal Emoluments,
Rs. 157,160.

Dr. Perera; There are some small
questions to be settled. Tirvst of all, T
would like to know something about this

Additional* Temporary Staff * referred
Why are
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these two Assistant Analysts and one
Assistant Clerk on the temporary list.
This is not an Emergency Department.

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: The
officers have just been taken on, and.if
their efficiency and usefulness is proved
they will be confirmed.

Dr. Perera: I would like some infor-
mation about the ‘° Higher Training of
Senior Chemists Abroad “’—sub-head 6.
Ts it the policy of the Department to send
one or two people abroad every year?

Gate, Mudaliyar Kariapper: It has
been the policy of the Department to get
senior men trained abroad. The Exe-
cutive Committee of the previous Minis-
try of Home Affairs had laid it down
that at least 3 of the Chemists employed
in the Government Analyst’s Depart-
ment should have the F.R.I.C. 'quali-
fication. At present only the head of
the Department has got this qualifica-
. tion. We propose gradually to get quali-
fied analysts. We have already sent one
of them abroad. He will be returning
during the course of this year. After he
returns, we propose to send another.

Sub-head 7.—Training of the Proba-
tionary Assistant Government Examiner
of Questioned Documents in Document
work in England, Rs. 5,000.

Dr, Perera: It is proposed to increase
sub-head 7. Will the Parliamentary
Secretary explain the necessity for this
increase?

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: It is for
the ftraining of the Probationary
Assistant Government Examiner of
Questioned Documents.

Dr. Perera: Why are you increasing
that vote?

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: It is not
an increase.

Dr. Perera: Your amendment seeks
to increase the vote by Rs. 3,000.

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: The
reason is this. Pending a decision by the
Treasury we provided Rsnifi000pimobhe
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original estimate. Now that we have
oot the necessary sanction we are ask-
ing for another Rs. 8,000 to meet the
cost of the training of this officer.

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: I move,

““ That the Vote be increased by Rs. 560

in respect of sub-head 1, ° Additional
Staff (Temporary) ', Item ° Laboratory
Attendant. " "’

Question put, and agreed to.

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: I move,
““That the Vote be increaged by
Rs. 3,000 in respect of sub-Head 7. "

Question put, and agreed to. -

Mr. T. Ramalinkam (Point Pedro) :
May T suggest that the services of the
handwriting experts should be made
available in civil cases also? I make
this suggestion for two reasons. Firstly,
there is a dearth of handwriting experts
in the private field and it is often diffi-
cult to get experts to give evidence in
the Courts, thereby shutting out very
material evidence in civil cases. Till
recently it was possible to obtain the
advice of the Government Handwriting
Expert, but a ruling has now been made
that his services would not be made
available. |

Secondly, most of these cases come
to the Criminal Courts in due course
when the Government Analyst’s De-
partment comes in. 1 would, therefore,
suggest that the servieces of the hand-
writing experts should be available
even in civil cases. There are only
one or two experts available in ‘the
private field and #heir charges are
exorbitant. Besides, the public has lost
confidence in them.

Question, ‘ That the sum, of
Rs. 258,197 for Head 54, Vote No. 1,
be inserted in the Schedule ™', put, and
agreed fto. '

Head 54, Vote 1, as amended, ordered
to stand part of the Schedule.

Head 55.—Zoological Gardens

Vote No. 1.—Salaries and Expenses of
the Zoological Gardens, Rs. 176,616.

Sub-head 1.—Personal Emoluments,
Rs. 44,491,

2.15 p.M. :
Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: I move,
“/That,, the Vote be increased by
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Rs. 4,000 in respect of sub-head 1,
¢ Allowances ', New item: ° Extra
clerical assistance and overtime
Question put, and agreed to.

Dr. Perera: I notice that the Ministry
is very generous when it comes %o
animals. I only hope that they will be
as generous when it comes to human
beings. Hon. Members are aware that
three or four weeks ago there was a very
instructive article in the °° Times of
Ceylon *’, comparing the living condi-
tions 'of people in a part of Colombo,
namely Wanathamulla, who were living
in dingy hovels, with the almost palatial
cages provided for the animals in the
Zoo. One can only hope that the Hon.
Minister will be as solicitous for the
welfare of the workers as he is for the
welfare of the animals.

Mr. Pakeman: The hon. Member for
Ruwanwella compared the living condi-
tions of animals in the Zoo with the
living conditions of some people at
Wanathamulla. I would point out that
while the people at Wanathamulla are
free, the animals at the Zoo are shut up.

Dr. Perera: Therefore, human beings
~ should starve!

Mr. Pakeman: Human beings are not
shut up although that does sometimes
happen when they go to jail.

The reason why,I rose to speak was
to ask for certain information. The
Zoological Gardens, to my mind, is a
very great asset to the public of Ceylon
~as well as to tourists. I do not wish to
| speak too much about tourists, although,
~ of course, from a revenue point of view,
it will be a very great help-if the tourist
trade is maintained. I am specially
concerned at the moment with the
general public. I do think that a good
deal more should be done by publicizing
the Zoological Gardens. It will be
noticed from page 181 of the Estimates
that, although the expenditure is
Rs. 145,000, very nearly Rs. 80,000 has
been received by way of entrance fees.
If the Zoo is publicized a little more it
might even be made a paying proposi-
tion, though, of course, that s nof the
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intention. I do not know if the Parlia-
mentary Secretary or the Superintendent
of the Zoological Gardens in conjunction
with the Department of Information can
do something more in the matter of
publicity.

Now, Sir, my impression is that the
vote for the Zoological Gardens has been
cut down very severely. -1 have been
informed that it is partly due to some
administrative error. I do mnot know
whether the Amendments amounting to
Rs. 4,000 and Rs. 10,000 respectively
will put that right. But I do feel that
certainly much more can be done. For
instance, I do not know why the Super-
intendent is not given more minor staff.
With more minor staff the place can be
properly looked after.

I would like to mention that 1 do
think that, since the present Superin-
tendent took over, very great improve-
ments have been effected in the
institution. However, I think that there
are still certain defects which could be
put rvicht with not very much
expenditure.

I believe a number of animals suffer
from malaria.

Dr. Perera: What a shame!

Mr. Pakeman: If a certain amount of
spraying is done in the Zoological
Gardens and its environs, I think it will
prevent the spread of malaria.

I think one or two animals imported
at considerable expense died from snake
bite. Again, that is not a difficult thing
to prevent. With better enclosures and
so on, it is possible to prevent any
unfortunate thing like that happening
again.

There is one other point. T hope the
Parliamentary Secretary will consider
the matter of extension of the Zoo. Tt
is rather a pity that not very long ago
there was the possibility of getting
another 21 acres, which is adjacent to
the present grounds, which was not tak-
en advantage of. T believe the price of
that land has now risen. An extension
of that kind will greatly add to the amen-
ities of the Zoo and enable the collection
to be housed rather more satisfactorily
than at present. The addition of a
little more ground I think will make a
great difference.
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Mr. Dahanayake: May 1 point out to
the Parliamentary Secretary that the
feeding of an animal on an average costs
about Re. 250 a year, while the salary
paid to a gardener or labourer is Rs. 420
a year? While the Parliamentary
Secretary looks after the animals,
ecannot he also look after the animal-
keepers? :

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: 1 am very
grateful to the hon. Appointed Member
for the very valuable suggestions he has
made, for which I thank him. T would
also associate myself with him in paying
a tribute to the present Superintendent
of the Zoological Gardens. After his
appointment, the Zoo, the popularity of
of the Zoo has gone up and we are
receiving today at the rate of two
visitors per minute, and the collections
by way of gate money amount to
about Rs. 10,000 a month. With a little
more improvement and publicity, I am
sure we can make this a great national
asset of this Island. ’

With regard to the much lamented
death of the giraffe, that was due to the
fact that the P.W.D. could not construct
a shelter in time. We have this year
taken the precaution of giving the
Superintendent a good amount of money,
so that shelters may be erected almost
overnight.

Mr. Dahanayake: Have you visited
the place?

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: As re-
gards elephant-keepers, you do not want
me to prove that elephants eat more
than the elephant-keepers.

Mr. Dahanayake: The keeper has a
family to maintain.

Sub-head 7.—Purchase and exchange of
animals, Rs. 10,000.

g Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: I move,
‘“ That the Vote be increased by
Rs. 10,000 in respect of sub-head 7 .

Question put, and agreed to.

Question, “That - the - ‘suia o1
Rs. 190,616 for Head 55, Vote No. 1.
be inserted in the Schedule '’, put, and
agreed to.
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Head 55, Vote 1, as amended,
ordered to stand part of the Schedule.

Head 56.—Registrar-General

Tote No. 1.—Salaries and Hapenses of
the Department of the Registrar-
General including cost of adminis-
tering  the  Muslim  Marriage
Ordinance, Rs. 1,561,517.

Mr. Pakeman: I move, * That the
Vote be reduced by Rs..10 in respect of *
sub-head 1, item, ¢ 875 Clerks’ iy

All T want to ask is the reason for
the increase in the number of clerks
trom 305 to 375.  That is the enlsg
reason why I move this Amendment,
When there is a considerable increase
in cadre, I think hon. Members are

entitled to know the reason.

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: On the
face of it, that looks a tremendous In-
crease, but when I explain the facts to
the House, the position will be very
clear. To begin with, it is not suffi-
ciently appreciated that this so-called
Registrar-General’s Department is 1eally
the social barometer of the country.
Every Dbirth, every death, every
marriage and every change of ownership
of immovable property, gives increasing
work to the Department. If there is
any Department where we are very de-
finite that we are getting 8 hours’ work
for 8 hours’ pay, it is the Registrar-
General’s Department. The work in
this Department is measured in terms
of units. Bvery clerk has to complete
a certain number of units before leaving
office, and if he leaves the office without
completing the allotted number of
units, that number will be treated as
arrears and he will have to complete
that number as well on the following
day.

Tn 1939 we had 378 permanent clerks
and 42 temporary clerks. Then the de-
pression set in and there was a lull in
the change of ownership of land. We
had also to carry out stringent retrench-
ment measures. Now better times have
come and we find that the Registrar-
General’s Department is not able to
cope with the increasing volume of
work. IFor example, in 1939 we had
482 615 units of work while in 1946
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[Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper. | .
the number rose to 674,270 units.
This increase represents the work of 40
clerks. So that in respeet of that item

alone we are in need of 40 clerks. ’

The second reason for that increase
is that the consolidation of the index
to land registers, which was tempora-
rily suspended in 1939 due to lack of
staff, and which is an important fune-
tion of this Department, has been
yesumed. We need 85 clerks for that
work. '

Again, in the Provinces the work of
Provincial Registrars has increased to

such an enormous extent that it is the

general complaint of the public that
work goes into arrears. The various
Provincial Registrars have made repre-
sentations and we propose to give them
relief by allowing them 22 clerks.

Then, Siv, the clerical staff at the
Head Office is very inadequate and we
want 42 clerks. When we add up all
these requirements the total number of
clerks required is 139, but the Treasury
have sanctioned only the number for
whieh we have made financial provi-
gion. I am sure the hon. Member will
now be more than convinced that in
order to bring this Department up to
date we require the number of clerks
provided for.

Mr. Pakeman: [
Amendment.

withdraw

Mr. Dahanayake: I would like to
draw afttention to the representations
made from time to time by Registrars
of Marriages in regard to their condi-
: They have outlined
fully their case and even the previous
Minister went into the question
thoroughly and held out certain pro-
mises, but nothing has been done.

These men are honorary workers more

or less, and whatever concessions they

~ have asked for—they have not asked for

much, Mr. Chairman—should be grant-
ed. I hope the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary will be able to give sonie
definite reply now.

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: My replies
are usually definite but in this case it
will be more so. 1 agree with the hon.
Member that the former :Miniatar id
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go into the representations made, but I
disagree with him when he says that
the Minister held out certain hopes.
No hopes were held out. The answer
given was that these jobs were adver-
tised, and it was made very clear in the
advertisement that only men with pri-
vate means should apply. That was
one of the qualifications. They knew
the conditions of service when they ap-
plied. We have, notwithstanding those
facts, increased their commission. Wea
now pay 40 cents for a birth or death
and 75 cents for a Kandyan marriage
registration.

Dr. Perera: What was the previous
amount?

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: 25 cents.
An increase to 40 cents is a good jump.

2.30 p.M.
Dr. Perera: What is the necessity
for this Third Assistant Registrar-

Greneral—a new person?

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: He is not
a new person. Formerly the work was
done by an acting person. But because
work has increased, we submitted oux
request to the Treasury and they, after
carefully looking into the matter, have

sanctioned the appointment of this
Third Assistant Registrar-General.
Mr. Ramalinkam: Now that a

separate District Court has been estab-

lished at Point Pedro, may I suggest

that a separate Liand Registry also be
established there? I would like to see
this done, particularly because lawyers
and notaries find it difficult to go %o
Jaffna to attend to this type of legal
work. At present the Land Registry is
twenty-two miles away. 1 make this
proposal as it will be a great
convenience to the people of Point Pedro.

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: T will not
be able to explain anything because I
have not heard a word of what the hon.
Member for Point Pedro said.

The Chairman: The hon. Member
wants - a branch of the Jaffna Land

Registry to be established at Poinf
Pedros - e
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Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: At the
present moment we have a Land Regis-
try established in every provincial
town. In the past, the District Courts
were established in the provincial
towns. Today we have nineteen Land
Registries and there are two more in
Negombo and Chilaw. The question of
haying additional Land Registries is
governed by the expenditure they would
entail. There will be additional staft
that will be required, and there will

Appropriation Bill

also be the expenditure in removing the

records from the Head Office and =0
on.

Mr. Kanagaratnam: May [ draw the
attention of the Government to the
under-expenditure of Rs. 172,390 which
is provided in the Estimates? I am
sorry 1 have to refer to this matter
again in spite of the explanation which
was given by the Hon. Prime Minister
in the case of a previous Vote. 'The
vote of the Registrar-General is a sim-
ple and straightforward one. That is
why I wish to draw the attention of the
Government to the under-expenditure.
You will find from the Estimates that
the total Vote amounts to Rs. 1,723,907.
Included in this sum, there is sub-head
1, ‘‘ Personal Emoluments,” which
amounts to Rs. 1,107,785. Now, prac-
 tically the same amount provided under
Personal Emoluments will be spent
throughout the year.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
Why?

Mr. Kanagaratnam: With regard to
the cadre provided, you will find that
it is practically the same as for last
vear, except perhaps that there i3 an
increase of 70 clerks, one book-binder
and one peon. During the year the
Department will have to spend the
amount provided in respect of staff and
allowances. So that only a
Rs. 616,122 will be left in respect of
- expenditure under sub-heads 2, 3, 4, b,
6, 7, 8 and 9. Out of this sum, too,
sub-head 9, “* Cost of Living Allow-
ance ' alone amounts to. Rs. 500,496,
with the result that only a sum of
Rs. 115,626 will be left to cover the
expenditure of Rs. 172,390. FEven if
you anticipate some under-expenditure
during the year, I submit that this cut
will practically force the T¥éparfrnicertato
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come again to this Fouse for supple-
mentary provision. 1 merely draw the

attention of the House to this fact,

becauge it is not only in fhis casge but
in the case of practically all heads you
find under-expenditure recorded to the
extent of about Rs. 50,000,000.

Obviously, this method of budgeting is
not quite correct, because the Depart-
ment itself will find it difficult to know
how to make this cut under the various
items. This same state of affairs existed

| last year and I drew the attention of the
Government to it and stated that, as
far as possible, the Department should

be made to budget its requirements as
accurately as possible.
glad if the Hon. Minister of Finance

and the Hon. Minister of Home Affairs .

will agree to remove this statement of
expendifure. I say so, becauss I am

perfectly certain that the department

will come for a supplementary vote later
on.
1047-48 Estimates that the cub then

I shall be very

(RS T
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Hon. Members will see from the

was Res. 192,730, They will also ses

that, after deducting the amount of
Rs. 1,072,505 under sub-head 1, *° Per-
sonal HEmoluments ",
Vote of Rs. 1,686,411, there remains a
sum of Rs. 563,906 to cover the expendi-
ture from sub-heads 2 to 9. But you
will find that sub-head 9, which
amounted to Rs. 459,900, was more
than the amount left for the expenditure,
namely, Rs.
less. I merely . want to draw
atfention of the House to this fact.

Mr. Dahanayake: On the same point,
Mr. Chairman, we were informed by no
Jess a person than the Auditor-General,
that in no other part of the world has
any Government resorted to this method
of balancing its Budget. When the
Auditor-General and the Treasury offi-
cials were closely questioned - by
Members of the Public Accounts Com-
mittee. we found that the real reason for
thig cut.

The Chairman: Ts it the last Publie
Accounts Committes?

Mr. Dahanayake: Yes. We found
that the real reason for this cuf was the
anxiety of the CGovernment to balance
the Budget. They had no way of
bridging the gap between the revenue
andaidhe expenditure exeept by an

441,176, which is meaning-_
the

from the total
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artificial method nof resorted to n any
other part of the world. Now, what
could be the result of this cut? The
vesult would be that the Head of the
Department would have -to apportion
the amount of the cut under the various
sub-heads, . excluding the sub-head
“ Personal Emoluments . What we
are anxious to point out is that in the
case of certain Heads the apportion-
ment may fall heavily on votes that
affect the welfare of the workers and
peasants in this country. Take, for
instance, the Vote for social services.
If the cut operates.

The Chairman: We are only dealing
with this Vote now.

Mr. Dahanayake: I am taking an
analogy. If the cut operates on a sub-
head for which there is a great and
urgent need, then we contend that we,
the Members of this House, have been
deceived by this method of budgeting.
We voted.

The Chairman: By whom were you
deceived?

Mpr. Dahanayake: By the mathemati-
cal quibbling contained in this Budget.
We, Mr. Chairman, expect a certain
amount of money to be spent for a
. certain purpose, and we give you that
amount of supply. At the ofher end,
you do not have that amount. There-
fore, in all seriousness, I join with the
hon. Member for Vaddukkoddai (Mr.
Kanagaratnam) in asking the Govern-
ment to give up this bad habit which
they contracted no sooner they got into
office.

The Hon. Mr. C. Sittampalam (Min-
ister of Posts and Telecommunication,
and Industries, Indusfrial Research and
Fisheries) : I feel that the hon. Member
for Galle has misunderstood the position.
We are budgeting for a total expenditure
of Rs. 450,000,000, because-we felt that
the total estimate of Rs. 490,000,000
was an over-estimate of the entire ex-
penditure for the coming year and there
will be an under-expenditure on all the
Heads  put  together of  about
Rs. 40,000,000 or Rs. 50,000,000. That
is the result of our past experience in

this country. There is nuli1ee) biir
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trying to imitate England or Japan or
for a matter of that any other eounfry
in this matter. We are going on our

own experience and feel that there will -

be an under-expenditure of about
Rs. 50,000,000. We, therefore, had to
distribute this sum under the wvarious
Heads for the purpose of showing it in
the Budget, as we thought proper. It
might be that under this head of
expenditure it will be less, but when we
come for a- supplementary vote dfor
adjusting errors, you will probably find
that there is a greater saving under this
head than under some other head. So
the Budeet for the year will show an
expenditure of what is actually esti-
mated. There is no attempt to deceive
anyone. The departments have fo
gpend money according to the actual
Fstimates. And they will ordinarily
find that there will be a saving of that
amount. But if it does not, we will
come to vou for sanction to adjust it by
taking over from the savings.

Mr. Dahanayake: We know a thing
or two more than the Hon. Minister.
The Treasury has directed departmental
heads to stick to the expenditure less
the under-estimated expenditure. The
Treasury has given that direction to the
Heads of Departments.

~ The Hon. My, Sittampalam: That is

not corrvect.

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: In this
case we expected savings under sub-
head 1. The hon. Member is not aware
that Financial Regulation 66 lays down
that any savings under a particular
sub-head can be used for expenditure
under another sub-head.

Dr. Perera: No.

Mr. Kanagaratnam: But I am asking
the hon. Parliamentary Secretary for
Home Affairs whether this is not a fact
That, during the current vyear the
Registrar-General has protested against
the under-estimate, and has come for a
special provision. I can quite under-
stand what the Hon. Minister of Posts
and Telecommunication  stated, that
under votes which contain other works
and services like the Public Works
Department or the TIrrigation Depart-
ment, where it is not possible to under-

l
\
]
|
]

take or‘complete the works during the ° j
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year concerned, it is possible that there
will be a saving; but, in a department
like the Registrar-General’s Depart-
ment, where every officer is given a
5ala1y to which he is entitled, I cannot
understand how it is proposed to effect
a saving. I am only suggesting that in
. this particular case the under-expendi-
- ture has no meaning. It is an absurdity
of absurdities. '

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
Surely, my good Friend must realize
that there is always a saving on Personal
Emoluments!

Mr. Kanagaratnam: In this particular

case I am asking whether you are going
to save the sum of Rs. 172,390.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
All these people will not come to work.
There are some people who will be draw-
~ing half. pay; there are certain times
when there may be people who draw no
pay; on the other hand, there may he
certain people who have not yet been
appointed. It is our experience that
there ig’ always a big saving on Person-
al Emoluments. But we have to provide
all the money for the officers employed
and who have to be employed. How-
ever, as I said, there may be some people
who get sick. That has been our ex-
perience. And I am sure that our
experience has been that there has
always been a saving of more than 10
per cent. on Personal Emoluments.

With regard to the practice that has
been . adopted by us, it is the practice
that has been going on for a long time,
and we have always estimated a saving
at the end of the year. When the
accounts were made up at the end of the
year, even taking into account the Sup-
plementary Estimates that were passed
during the year, the savings have been
very much more than we anticipated
durmg the last three or four years. So,
if that is so, why should hon. Members
call the calculation a bad calculation? 1If
it is bad calculation, it only means that
we have not made a greater reduction
according to our experience. - What we
are trying to do is not to cut too much
of the expenditure because we want to
urge the officers to do their best and try
to spend as much as possible on the votes
we have eupphbd each year. In no year
has any saving been less than what we
had estimated.

4——7.N. 13601 (8/48)
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Mr. Keuneman: I think the main
point in this argument has been missed
by both' the Hon. Minister of Posts and
Telecommunieation and the Hon. Prime
Minister. Speaking generally on this
question, on the method of budgeting in
certain votes, there are certain sub-
heads. A number of hon. Members of
this House would like to see an estimate
spent to the full. There may be sub-
heads such as Public Assistance. We
do not want any savings on them. In
fact, we think the provision under thoge
sub heads is not enough. But when all
these are lumped together and then there
is a large leductlon, we do not know
whether it is going to be taken from
Public Assistance or from any stich vote.
That is why we want an assurance on
matters like thig, where social services
are concerned, that the money will be
spent to the last cent.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
The very fact of our not deducting an
amount from each item but taking all
the items together will show hon. Mem-
bers that Heads of Departments are
expected to spend up to the amount
provided.

2.45 p.M.

We go even further than that. Tf, for
instance, the amount that is prov ided for
social services is not enough and if there
should be any savings under some other
sub-heads, we will permit that amount
to be spent to meet the over-expenditure.

Dr. Perera: You cannot spend over
and above the amount that is estimated?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
Yes. As I said, if there is a saving on
one sub-head it can be utilized for
another sub-head.

Mr. Dahanayake: The® Hon. Prime
Minister may talk in that strange way,
but I know that the Treasury gives
different directions on the matter. Now,
for instance, the moment that this Bud-
get is passed the Treasury will write to
the Head of Department and say; *° This
is the expenditure that has been appor-
tioned under the various sub-heads and
those nmew figures arrived at should be
rigidly adhered to.”

The Hon. Mr. Sittampalam: That is

WEOInE S
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The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
As Prime Minister, I give the assurance
that we can do it, that is, you can take
the savings from one sub-head and utilize
it on another sub-head.

The Hon. Mr. Sittampalam: If the
Hon. Prime Minister says that it can be
done, then there is an end to it. There
is, therefore, no need for the hon. Mem-
ber for Galle to start quoting from a
letter that he has received from
somebody else.

Mr. Dahanayake: In order to utilize
savings from one sub-head you will have
to wait fill the end of the year.

The Chairman: The sanction of the
Treasury can be obtained any time.

Mr. Dahanayake: The whole trouble
is that here the Hon. Prime Minister
thinks that things are being done accord-
ing to what is in his mind, but what
really happens is otherwise. Now, take
the Provincial Kachcheries, for instance.
We find that the Vote that has been
passed by this House has not reached
that end in the same form that it was
passed by this House, but that only a
small amount has been sent there under
this new system.

Question, ‘‘ That the sum of
Rs. 1,551,517 for Head 56, Vote No -y,
be inserted in the Schedule ', put, and
agreed to.

Head 56, Vote 1, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Head 57.-_-Dep-aftment of Parliamentary
Elections

Vote No. 1.—Salaries and Expenses of
Parliamentary Elections, Rs. 278,775.

Dr. Perera: By way of preliminary
remark, I presume that this Department
is going to be more or less a permanent
department?

‘The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
Yes.

Dr. Perera: If that is so, why should
not the expenditure be itemized, for
instance, the cadre set out, the salaries
set out, etc. Why are we just voting a
lump sum for this? I can,understond
if it is a temporary department; bulnew

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

—Committee 448
that it is going to be a'per_maﬁent de-
partment, why should not this procedure
be followed? Why cannot the salary

"scales be enumerated?

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: We do not
know who and who are going 1o be
appointed. :

Dr. Perera: But still you can have
your salary scales.

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: At the
present moment the Permanent Secre-
tary is acting as the Commissioner of
Elections, and we are giving him a small
allowance for that work that is being
done by him.

Dr. Perera: What about the other

officers?

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: They are
also doing part-time work.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
May I explain this? Although this De-
partment is to be a permanent one, yet
the work that has got to be done is not
of a continuous nature, for instance, the
preparation of registers and things of
that sort. The elections are held at
different periods, and it is only during

those periods that it would become
necessary for us to engage a large

number of temporary men. Take, for
instance, the question of the revision of
registers which has to be done every
year. Now, this revision, when it takes
place, will have to be done within a
certain period, and it is only during that
period that we will be requiring these:
officers. '

Dr. Perera: May I throw out a sug-
gestion? Now there is that special De-
partment of Elections (Local Bodies). I
I do not know why these two depart-
ments  cannot  be amalgamated to
form  one  permanent department,
because the work in the Department of
Flections for Local Bodies will be
continuoug more or less. There,» for
instance, they have appointed a Com-
missioner, an Assistant Commissioner,
and so on, so I think these two depart-
ments  could be amalgamated with

advantage.
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Mr. Dahanayake: I move, ‘* That the
Vote be reduced by Rs. 10 . I move
this reduction in order to express our
complete loss of confidence in the work
done by this Department. One of the
main things which this Department has
to do is to see to the annual revision of
electoral registers, and I say with a full
knowledge of the facts that, in the
recent revision of registers, the work
done was most slipshod, haphazard and
thoroughly unsatistactory.

My. Chairman, all of us are aware thatb
during the last General Elections the
electoral lists that were furnished to us
were erroneous by over 50 per cent., that
is to say, it there were 100 names on the
the list, 50 names were those of the
dead or of those who were living far
away from the villages or duplicated or
triplicated. Those were the lists that
we had to be content with.

Then we expected that, soon after
those elections, steps would be taken to
see that the lists were thoroughly re-
vised. What is meant by a thorough
revision? We wanted a house to house
enumeration. We wanted every eligible
voter to have his or her name to be
inserted in the list. Now, did you carry
out such a thorough revision? You did
not. Your enumerators did not go from
house to house, with the result that
every eligible voter has not got into the
lists that were recently revised.

I ask you, what then is the work that
this Department has done? Why does
not the Hon. Prime Minister or anybody
else who is concerned in the matter give
the fullest directions to this Department
to see that the lists are up to date?

Then, again, I ask, why this Depart-
ment cannot see to it that the electoral
lists are furnished to the public in Sin-
halese and in Tamil. The State Council
~ and this Parliament have time and again

asked that the electoral lists should be
" available in Sinhalese and in Tamil, but
that part of the work has not been done.

Again, it is the work of this Depart-
ment to attend to the various arrange-
ments connected with by-elections.
May I say that, from my experience of
elections that have taken place after the
last Greneral Elections, things have gone
from bad to worse in regard to the
arrangements made by this Department?
We have pointed out so many flaws in
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regard to the arrangéments that have
been made, but nothing has been done to
remedy matters.

Take the case of the arrangements in
a polling booth. Now, it has been our
experience that the candidate who is
more powerful “is able to secure a plot
of land somewhere near the polling booth
or actually within the premises of the
polling booth to put up a camp or a cot
of his own. At times he shuts out the
other man completely from erecting a
cot of his own. I know certain schools
It may
be a private school, but still the candi-
date who'is powerful is able to utilize
the school garden for his cot or camp
while the other candidate is without a
camp; the result is that every voter who
marches to the polling booth is inter-
fered with by the agents of that fortunate

candidate. Now, should that type of
thing be tolerated any longer? There
are certain other details aboub
which several M.Ps have made
‘representations.

Now, take the question of impersona-
tion. We, on this side of the House,
have demanded that all possible steps
should be taken to eliminate the very

possibility of impersonation. Bubt what
has this Government done on this
matter? It has done nothing. The old

State Council passed a Motion sponsored
by me that every adult in this country
should be furnished with an identity card
containing his photograph. - That Motion
was accepted by the State Counecil, but
this Government has refused to imple-
ment that Motion. Furthermore, I ask,
as aids to the detection of impersona-
tion, what steps has this Department
taken to help those who are keen on
checking impersonation? You know,
Mr. Chairman, that inside a polling
booth there are two polling agents, and
the rate at which voters come in makes
it impossible for the two polling agents
to have a check on the numbers that are
passed. Something must be done to
minimise this evil of impersonation.

Today the dice are heavily loaded
against the candidate who wishes to con
duct a pure election campaign. Mark,
My. Chairman, the existing rules, regu-
lations, and the manner in which this
Department of Parliamentary Elections
works, aids and abets corruption and all
the sordid things that are noticed in an
election campaign.
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We ask that the Government should

seriously consider these matters and that

steps should be taken to see that as
far ag possible elections are conducted
properly and in a pure manner, free, as
far as possible, from corruption. I think
it is not we alone on this side of the

House who should make this+demand

but that all Members of this honourable

House should make this demand. 1

shall impute motives to nobody, Mr.

Chairman, but I do say that the Gov-

ernment has been guilty of lethargy in

regard to this matter. Let them, for

‘instance, get a full report from some

competent officer of the various defects

that were discovered in each of these
by-elections and let them address their
minds to the task of remedying all
possible defects. 1 press for a cut in
the Vote, Head 57.

Mpr, Kanagaratnam: I rise to impress
on the Government the necessity for
preparing completely new = electoral
registers in respect of all elections that
will be held hereafter. I say that with
the experience I have gained during the

last elections in my constituenecy. As a
public servant I was thoroughly .
ashamed

The Chairman: As regards electoral
registers, I hope the hon. Member will
be brief, because  there is already a
substantive Motion on the Order Paper.

Mr. Kanagaratnam: of the man-
ner in which these electoral registers
were prepared on the last occasion in
spite of the fact that ample information
was available with the Registering
Officers at the time these registers were
prepared in March, 1946. It was about
that time that the census of the country
was taken and the new rice ration books
were introduced. At that time the
Government Agent, in accordance with
the law that governs the preparation of
these registers today, asked the various

headmen to prepare these registers. T
- understand that under the existing law
a notification ig published in the news-
papers every year, asking those whose
names do not appear in the registers to

apply to the Revising or the Registering
Officer.

Now, as hon. Members know, until an
election is imminent, no voter will take
the trouble to see that his name is

Lheka i
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the register or not, with the result that
the Government Agent, as a matter of

routine, refers the matter to the D.R.O.;

and the D.R.O. in turn refers it to the
Kirama Vidane and the Kirama Vidane
merely inquires, with the register just
in front of him, whether anybody in a
particular constituency has died since the
lagt revision, but he never takes infto
account the fact that there are people
who have left the constituency and that
there are people who have come into the
constituency.

Member

The Chairman: The hon.

need not go into details.

3.0 p. M.

Mr. Kanagaratnam: 1 shall only say
a few words in support of my statement.
The result is that, at the time of the
last General Elections, the electoral
registers were in an incomplete state,
with the names of a number of people
who were dead and of a number of
people who had left the constituencies
still appearing in the register. When
new names were called for to be
registered and when those of us who are
interested in the elections went into the
various constituencies, I was shacked to
find that the new applications were as
many as the names that appeared in
the register.

I was nearly losing the votes in one
Kirama Vidane's district because of the
manner in which these registers were
prepared. The Kirama Vidane never
prepares the registers. He employs one
of the local boys, who probably has
studied up to the 5th or 6th standard,
for the purpose of revising the register,
with the result that when the Kirama
Vidane prepared the register and when
the new names were collected by me to
be included in the register, the whole
thing was summarily rejected by the
D. R. O., because he said that it ecould
not be that there were so many names
not included. The D. R. 0. thought
that if he submiftted a list with a large
number of new names, the Government
Agent would question him as to how
those names were omitted. You  will
not believe that. when the whole Kirama
Vidane’s list was summarily rejected by
the Registering Officer, T had to seek
legal advice in order to find out how this
took place. This took place because
unitaginative officers undertook the

|
4
‘
|
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work, but, fortunately for me, there were
various proofs by way of rice ration
books and Census Reports.

Even if it comes to a question of

amending the law, I would earnestly ask

the Government to do it and to scrap
all the registers and to start a completely
new register. If you want more money
to do this work, this House will very
willingly set apart any amount of money
for that purpose. -

Mr. Dahanayake: I submit that a
full Debate on this matter is very
necessary.

The Chairman: I cannot allow a full
- Debate. There is already a Motion on

the subject in the Order Book. I shall
read the Motion:

" That this House considers it to be the
imperative duty of Government, in the interests
of manhood suffrage, to recast forthwith, the
existing Registers of Voters of every Elec-
toral District in the Island, and to cause such
Registers to be examined and brought up to
date annually in such manner that all persons
entitled to vote are duly inscribed in such
Registers."

1 do not' want any Members to speak
on this Motion which is now before the
House. I cannot allow any anticipa-
tion of- this Motion that is before the
House. Discussion on all other matters
T will allow, but not on this. The hon.
Member for Vaddukkoddai dealt with
nothing else but this.

Mr. Kanagaratnam: I am sorry, Sir.

The Hon. Mr. Goonesinha: They are
taking advantage of your kindness.

Mr. Keuneman: On this question of
the registers there is only one point I
would like to make, and that is that
the Government should issue instruc-
tions to the headmen to make house to
house visits and to see that all
persons qualified to be registered are
included in the registers.

Secondly, I think that the Govern-
ment should make some provision to
gsee that those headmen who fail in their
duties are liable to punishment.

The Chairman: Again you are on this
very Motion which I mentioned,
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Mr. Keuneman: I do not think I am
dealing with that Motion. I am trying
to suggest certain Governmental action
against people who do not carry oub

normal functions which they are expected

to carry out.

The Chairman: That is same

thing.

the

Mr. Keuneman: The next thing I
want to do is to emphasize once again
the point made by the hon. Member for
Gualle.

The Chairman: Maladministration of
elections?

Mr. Keuneman: Yes, on the question
of the identification of voters when they
come to the polling booth.

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: I think
there i1s a substantive Motion on the
matter.

Mr. Keuneman: I fully endorse the
gsuggestion which the Parliamentary
Secretary was trying to preclude me
from endorsing.

Unfortunately, at the present moment
there is a system according to which
identification of voters, particularly. in
rural areas, is often left to the headman,
and the headman says that a person
challenged is the very person whose
name appears in the register. That is
often taken as the gospel truth. But
I think every hon. Member knows that
headmen are very often active parti-
sans in elections, and it is extremely
bad and ‘extremely dangerous that -
the question of identification of a voter
should be left entirely to a headman as
is very often done in practice, and I
shall be very glad if the Parliamentary
Secretary would bring this to the notice
of his Minister.

The other point T want to mention is
about Presiding Officers. 1 have been
not only a candidate but also a polling
agent. It has been our experience that
certain Presiding Officers do not ecarry
out the law and complaints are made
against them. It is always possible for
a polling agent, if he is certain that a
person clalmmg a vote is not the regis-
tered voter, to swear an affidavit. But
there have been a number of cases where
I know Presiding Officers have refused
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to accepb such affidavits, which they
have no business to do. The agents con-
cerned have lodged objections with those
Presiding Officers which, in the normal
course, should have been gsent to the
Commissioner of Parliamentary Elec-
tions. But L have never heard of any
such action being taken against any such
person. When this practice is allowed
to conbinue, naturally the Government
cannot blame the Presiding Officers if
there is a suspicion that these Presiding
Officers are partisans

The Chairman: For both sides.

Mr. Keuneman: Very often when an
impersonater is detected and an agent
wants to hand him over to the Police,
the Presiding Officer intervenes and says
that there is no necessity for doing it.
1 do not think it is the duty of the Presi-
ding Officer to intervene in a matter of
this nature. Very often: the Presiding
Officer does exercise influence over those
agents. I think the Hon. Minister con-
cerned should give instructions that this
sort of interference should not take place
snd that the Presiding Officers should
rigidly perform their duties. '

T would algo ask the Government what
action has been taken on the Report
issued by the Commissioner of Parlia-

mentary Elections on the last General
Election. In that Report there were u

large number of suggestions made—

articularly suggestions for the re-inter-
pretation of the law and a change of the
law. Some of those suggestions wers
valuable and some were such that I do
not agree with them.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
A Commission has been appointed to go
into the question of altering the
Regulations. '

Mr. Keuneman: That Commission will
be dealing with the change of the
Constitution and not elections. Ior
instance, the Commisgioner points out
that one of the rules is being interpreted,
and has been interpreted in such a
manner that if a polling agent does nob
turn up sharp at 8 o’clock in the
morning, then for the whole day there
is no polling agent at the booth. T do
not see any reason why ‘s “candidabe
should be penalized because his ‘agent
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did not turn up by 8 o'clock. In other
words it means. encouraging mass
impersonations to take place. 1 do not
see that the Government has taken any
interest in this matter or that the
Government has made any attempt to
jimplement the recommendation of the
Commissioner. Because of that, when
we go to by-elections, we see that the
came mistakes to which the Commis-
sioner drew attention are being
perpetuated. It is very probable that
when the next General Elections come
the same thing will be repeated, unless
the Government takes some action. I
do hope that necessary legislation will
be brought forward to implement those
of the recommendations which the
Government -considers to be valuable,
<o that we can have more effective
clections more genuinely representative
of the choice of the people.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
With regard to the remarks made by the
hon. Third Member for Colombo Central,
T might say that, when a change of the
law is next effected, it is the intention
of the Government to go into the whole
aspect and make the necessary changes,
if any. By that T do not mean that we
will accept all the suggestions made; but
we will take them into consideration.

Mr. Keuneman: I was talking of the
amendments to the Eleetions Order in
Couneil.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
We will consider the whole thing.

The Chairman: You cannot amend the
Flections Order in Couneil unless you
know the exaet disqualifications.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
T would like to make one remark. All
the complaints were in connection with
the unsatisfactory way in which these
elections were held last year. I would:
like to point out to my hon. Friends thab
in this estimate provision is asked for
néxt year and mot for last year. In
moving & cut on an officer’s salary the
intention is merely to draw the atten-
tion of the Government to cerbain
matters and nothing more. ;

It was stated that certain methods
were cadopted. One of the things sug-
cested was that there was only one
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polling agent allowed. Those are
governed by rules that are provided in
the Klections Order in Council and the
Presiding Officer cannot alter them.

Mr. Dahanayake: We want you to
revise them in the light of experience.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
As I mentioned, those things will be
looked into afterwards.

I myself am not satisfied with the
 way the registers had been prepared;
nor am I satisfied with the conduct of
all the public servants. There are
certain public servants who had even
boldly stated that they, as an association
or body, would take sides. They had
passed resolutions to that effect.

Mpr. Dahanayake: What has that got
to do with the revision of registers?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
T do not think we are satisfied with the
conduct of these officers. They stated
that they were against this Party and
that and that they would take sides.
This is not at all satisfactory. I realize
that.

But there is one thing I would like to
say. This is the first time T heard that
for these impersonations the Government
officers were responsible. I remember
taking an interest in the last General
Tlections and even in some of the by-
clections, but I have never heard of
any candidate who did not complain of
the possibility of his opponent resorting
to impersonations. The accusation of
all the candidates was that their op-
ponents would resort to impersonations.
I do not think there has been a single
olection where they did not fear such
a thing happening. It is true that im-
personations did take place, but I do
ot think we are justified in saying that
the officers were responsible for that,
because there has not been any accusa-

tion or any charge made against the -

" officers that all the impersonations were
due to their slackness or encouragement.
I presume that all of us in this House
cot in by good and honest means, and
that all the people who were defeated
were the people who did the impersona-
tions. Impersonations could not there-
fore have been so great and effective as
the honest men have got in here and the
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bad men have been left out. 1 am
inclined to think that, even if all the
bad people were rejected last time, 16
is very necessary for us to see that we
make the voter realize that no candidate
should be encouraged to indulge in this
impersonation campaign.

S0 BN

I think the candidates and their
agents can play a greater part in making
the elections purer than the Govern-
ment officials themselves. I certainly
feel, as far as we are concerned, that it
is necessary to endeavour to get the
registers revised properly and brought
up to date.

With regard to the remark made by
my Friend the hon. Member for Galle,
to the effect that nothing has been done
with regard to the revision of registers,
T might tell him that the work of revis-
ing the registers has to be done during
a certain period and it cannot be done
carlier. T really believe that August is
the proper time for doing this work.

The Chairman: Yes, thaf isthe period.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
Therefore, when my hon. Friend goes
complaining that the public servants and
the Glovernment Agents are not doing it
earlier than that, the least I can say
about it is that he is not quite justified.

Mp. Dahanayake: You do not know
what is being done—that is the diffi-
culty. There iz no house to house
enumeration.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
They are doing S0 now.

Mr. Subasinghe: It is
happening.

just  not

Mr. Kanagaratnam: It is not done.

Mer. Dahanayake: It is not being done.
The Prime Minigter imagines, that a
house to house enumeration is being
done, but it is not done.

The Chairman: Tt is being done in
Clolombo South, where I live.

Mr. Kanagaratnam: They are not
doing it in the village constituencies.
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The Chairman: Anyhow, we are now
anticipating a Motion that will come be-
fore this House. 1 want hon. Members
to remember that.

Mr. S. A. Silva: Sir, I wish to

The Chairman: Order, please,
hon. Member for Agalawatta!

the

‘Mpr. Dahanayake: I want an assurance
that the enumeration will be done
properly in the village areas.

The Chairman; The assurance has
already been given by the Hon. Prime
Minister.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
We are doing our best to see that it is
“done. -

Dr, Perera: It is true, Sir, that in
Colombo a house to house enumeration
is done but outside Colombo it is not
done. I think that is- the only point
that we want to stress. :

The Hon. Mr. J. R. Jayewardene
(Minister of Finance): It is being done
‘in Colombo.

The Chairman: I know that.

Gate Mudaliyar Karviapper: Instruc-
tions have been sent out to see that the
‘best possible enumeration is done.

Mr. Dahanayake: I might tell you
how if ig done in the outstations.

The Chairman: That is not right.
There is a Motion before this House on

- that subject, and you might wait till *

we take up that Motion.

Mr. Dahanayake: Now that
matter has been raised here, Sir

the

The Chairman: I do not want to
carry on like this

Mr. Dahanayake: This is a matter of
the most vital importance.

The Chairman: To the hon. Member
and myself, too! You are not pressing
your Amendment?

Mr. Dahanayake: I am pressing my
Amendment ‘“ That the Vote be reduced
by Rs. 10.”

HOUSE CF REPRESENTATIVES
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The Chairman: The Amendment it- .
selt is out of Order, but I will “agree to"
put it to the House. Hon. -Members
must realize that a cut cannot be pro-
posed on a whole Vote, but only on a -
particular item.

The Hon. Mr. Goonesinha: Then,
why should the Amendment be allowed
at all, Sir? /

The Chairman: The  hon. Member

can, if he likes, oppose the whole Vote,
but he cannot propose a cut of Rs. 10
from it.

Question, °* That the sum = of
Rs. 278,775 for Head 57, Vote No. 1, be
inserted in the Schedule '’, put.

The Committee divided (uﬁder Stand-
ing Order 48): Ayes, 42; Noes, 23.

Head 57, Vote 1, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Head 58.—Department of Rural
Development

Vole No. 1.—Salaries and Expenses
of the Department of Rural

Development, Rs. 532,812.
Mr. Dahanayake: On this Vote, Sir—

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: I rise to
a point of Order, Sir. This Head was 7~
debated last night.

The Chairman: Only the question of
policy was debated. The sub-heads can
be taken up now.

Sub-head 1.—Personal Emoluments,
Rs. 248,515.

Mr. Dahanayake: I move, ‘“ That the
Vote be reduced by Rs. 10 in respect of
sub-head 1, item ° Director ’’.

The Chairman: You are not to discuss
policy, please.

Mr. Dahanayake: It is not by any
means a pleasant thing, Sir, to say
things against the Head of any Depart-
ment, and 1 would very much like to
avoid making any such remarks: but in
this case, T must say that we are not -
satisfied with the way in which the new
Director of the Department of Rural
Devlopment has set about launching this
programme of work.

He should have known, Mr. Ch‘&irl#
man, that he was

-
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The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: Can I
rise to a point of Order, Sir? Is it
correct to criticize an official when the
Minister is the person who is responsi-
ble? The criticism should be directed
against the Minister.

The Chairman: He can criticize the
Minister as regards poliey, but he is now
concerned with an official of the Depart-
ment. He can criticize any action of
the Director which has come into the
limelight. T do not mind that.

Mr. Dahanayake: This new Director
should have known that the Government,
the Parliament and the people were re-

- posing a great deal of hope and expecta-
tion on the work of this new Department
of Rural Development. Therefore, in
the first instance, he should have studied

-how rural development was being done
in other countries. He should then have
consulted those who know about condi-
tions in this country—conditions in the
rural areas of this country—and he
should have drawn up a programme of
work to suit the genius of the people of
this country.

What has he done, Mr. Chairman?
He has set about doing the whole thing
in the wrong way. I understand, Sir,
that the Director went to each provineial
centre and held a conference with a
number of Government Officials.

The Chairman: That concerns the

poliecy of the Government.

Mr. Dahanayake: That is an action of
his, Sir.

The Chairman: Now you are infring-
ing on policy.

Mpr. Dahanayake: It is his action that
I am criticizing.

I say that in my view he should have
oone to the various areas and consulted
people who have the welfare of the rural
population at heart. The Government
officials whom he consulted

The Chairman: I do not think the
hon. Member can take the one away
from the other. The hon. Member is
now criticizing what the Head of the
Department did, and he should not take
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up any points that we discussed last
night. If there are any misdeeds to be

“brought forward against the Direetor,

then I can understand his action in
bringing up a cut in his salary; but what
the officer did was a part of the policy
of the Government by setting up this

Mr. Dahanayake: After last night's
discussion I understood that no direct-
ions had been issued to this Director, and
the Prime Minister confirmed that the
Director had acted on his own.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
I made no such statement.

The Chairman: Nobody stated that.

- The Hon. Mr. D. 'S. Senanayake:
I would always say that the Heads of
Departments carry out the policy of the -
Government and its Ministers.

Mr. Dahanayake: They may carry it
out in the wrong way, and then they
will earn our criticizm. In this parti-
cular case I think I am right in saying
that the policy of the Government was
laid before the Director, and he was
expected to act on it. :

The Hon. Mr. D. 8. Senanayake:
Actually, if my hon. Friend wantg to
know, I might tell him that we held a
conference at which the Director and
all Government Agents were present.
After the conference a certain policy was
laid down, and it is according to that
policy: that the Director carries out his
duties.

Mr. Dahanayake: A certain policy
may have been laid down, Mr. Chair-
man, and the Director also may be try-
ing to carry on that policy. We ecriti-
cize his actions in the discharge of his
duties in carrying out that policy. You
can carry oubt a policy; you can also
blunder through a thing. Even sup-
posing that you are imagining that you
are carrying out a policy, you can still
be guilty of mjstakes.

The Hon, Mr. Goonesinha: Was he
ouilty?

Mr. Dahanayake: What I say is that
the Director has committed a very
serious blunder in not contacting the

244
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[Mr. Dahanayake 3
people who are in the best possible posi-
fion to advise him on rural reconstruc-
tion. If the Government Benches will
concede that; Sir, I will proceed no
further.

The Chairman: Exactly the
thing was said yesterday.

Mr. Dahanayake: I feel that this new
Director has acted ag if he was imagin-
ing that he was the head of a military
department; whereas he should know
that he is being entrusted with certain
measures that are caleulated to lead to
the improvement of rural
conditions.

sanie

The Chairman: I think it is very
difficult for Members to speak on this
Amendment which we have now before
this House; I do not mind allowing dis-
cussion provided it does not infringe on
the Debate that took place yesterday.

Now that we have thrashed out the
whole matter I will take up the other
sub-heads. :

Mr. Dahanayake: We ask that this
Director be removed from his post.

Mr. Subasinghe: There is just one
point, Sir. I notice a sub-head entitled
¢ Rural Survey and Development ™.
Can T take that up?

 The Chairman: I want to put this
Amendment out of the way before pro-

ceeding further. TLet anybody speak
_ without infringing on  yesterday’s
Debate. :

Dr. Perera: The last time we dis-
cussed this was during the last Budget
Debate when I raised the question—I
do not know whether you will permib
me to go on—of peasants’ unions not
being recognized by Government. On
that occasion the Hon. Prime Minister
“underfook—I have his words here—to

see that they would be recognized pro-

vided that they were non-political.

~ All these peasants’ unions are non-
political. TIn point of fact, they may
not all be ¢ Grama Sanwardhana
Samitig,”” or whatever other societies you
might like to call them, but they are all
non-political. T find, however, that
unless they hapen to be Government
sponsored, they are not recognized.
That does not tally with the under-
taking given by the Prime Minister.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVE S

living -

—Commitlee 464

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
Ag far as I am concerned, 1 am not
aware that I have gone behind any un-
dertaking. Any unions, as long as they
are non-political, will be recognized.
do not know of any non-political union
that has not been recognized.

Dr. Perera: If that is so, all T would
say is that the Head of this Depart-
ment has stated that he will only
recognize unions sponsored by Govern-
ment.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
What T have to say to that is thabt this
officer is not the Government. I have
spoken for the Government, and this
officer will carry out what T have said.

Dr. Perera: I would, in that case,
wish the Prime Minister to issue the
necessary instructions because, appa-
rently, the officer concerned is mnob
carrying out the intention of the Hon.
Prime Minister.

3.30 p.M.

Mr. Kanagaratnam: This Department
is bound to be very closely associated
with the people in the villages, and I
would therefore urge that at least one
of the officers at the head of this De-
partment, the Director or his Deputy
should be a Tamil, so that he may be
able to deal directly with the people in
the Tamil speaking areas—the Northern
and Hastern Provinces.

T am not urging this from the com-
munal point of view, but purely in the
interests of efficient work. Intensive
work has to be done in the villages, and
it is essential that one at least of the
officers at the top should be conversant
with the Tamil language.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
My good Friend probably does not rea-
lize the dangerous implications of his
suggestion. If I were to accept that
suggestion of his, I would be working .
against the interests of the Tamil com-
munity. Sinhalese-speaking areas form
the major portion of this Island, and if
the priciple is .Jaid down that for those
areas Sinhalese-speaking officers only
gshould be appointed, I am afraid there
:;7'111 ']b? very few posts left for the
Tamils!
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Mr. Kanagaratnam: I am not suggest-

ing this for general adoption—in all
Departments. 1 thought that in a De-
partment of this nature, to start with at
least, something on the lines 1 have
suggested might be done.

I would like to draw the attention of
the Prime Minister and the Minister of
Home Affajrs to an article appearing
in the ° Times of Ceylon '’ of last
night,

“ Rural Development Snag. 'The Government
Rural Development Scheme was described by one
of its officers today as a farce.”

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: Who
ig the officer?

Mr. Kanagaratnam: I am drawing the
attention of the Minister concerned to
the article.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
We cannot take the contents of that
article as authoritative.

Mr. Cholmondeley Goonewardene
(Kalutara): I want to say a few words
about the conditions of service of the
Rural Development Officers. These
officers were originally recruited to the
Service in 1940, and were placed under
the Department of Commerce and In-
dustries. At that time the posts were
temporary and non-pensionable.  Now
these posts have been transferred to the
- Department of Rural Development, but
the posts continue to be temporary
and non-pensionable

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:

These are not the same officers. The
rural reconstruction centres will con-
tinue. The officers working in the Rural

Development Department will not be
those referred to by the hon. Member.
The officers in the Department under the
Ministry of Labour and Social Services
will continue.

Mr. Cholmondeley Goonewardene:
The posts are temporary and non-
pensionable.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: Take it
up when we come to that Minisftry.

Mr. Cholmondeley Goonewardene:
Then about their salaries: I understand
that the Cadres Commission has recom-
mended that they should be placed on
the same scale as the D BB
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The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: They
come under another Ministry.

The Chairman: We are dealing with
the Rural Development Officers under
this Head. '

Mr. Cholmondeley Goonewardene:
T am referring to the Rural Development
Officers.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
The salary scales of the officers of the
Department of Rural Development have
not been considered by the Cadres
Commission. 3

The Chairman: These are temporary
appointments. -

Mr. Cholmondeley Goonewardene:
At present the Junior Rural Develop-
ment Officers have to supervise rural
development work in areas covered by
D.R.Os, and the Senior Rural Develop-
ment Officers have to supervise the
work of the whole district.

The Chairman: Applications for the
posts of Rural Development Officers
under this Vote are just being called
for.

Me.
There
functioning
dissatisfied

Cholmondeley Goonewardene:
are a number of officers now
who are  thoroughly

The Hon. Mrpr. D. S. Senanayake:
They come under the Ministry of
Labour and Social Services.

Mr. Cholmondeley Goonewardene:
The Covernment cannot expect good
work from these officers if there is so
much dissatisfaction among them. They
are dissatisfied with their conditions of
service and salary secales. I want the
whole position to be reviewed and early
steps taken to meet the demands made
by these officers.

Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena: There
are already in the TIsland hundreds
of peasant organizations. They were
formed by the peasants, the villagers,
independently of any political party.
Right from the time these organizations
were formed, they have been demanding
from”"" Government certain minimulg
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Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena, |
amenities and facilities for their villages
—manure, implements, land, and so on.
The Government, however, has not given
heed to the demands of ‘these pt’d%dm

organizations.

The Department of Rural Deve-
lopment should give immediate
attention fto the demands of these
_ peasant  organizations  that  have
sprung  up during the last few
vears all over the country, in Anu-

~ radhapura and other parts of the North-
- Uentral Province, the Southern
- Provinece

The Chairman: The Prime Minister
‘has said that he will give due considera-
tion to the demands of all the peasant
organizations that are not of a political

nature.

Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena:
" have. sent in demands

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
I remember that an organization with

which the hon. Member for Kofte is
connected, or is interested in, did come
- and see me some time ago about the
distribution of manure in the Kotte
. area. To carry out executive duties, we
~ have the Government officers. We
~ cannot hand over the distribution of
- manure, and so on, to associations of
- this nature, but their.demands will cer-
tainly receive our attention. Executive
. work must be done by executive officers.

Mr. A. Reginald Perera: The Prime

They

Minister might clarify the position. He
_ 1eferrqd to ‘* non-political organiza-
fions . ‘So long as these peasant

- organizations do not put forward any
- political demands, he should be satisfied

and should 1egard such organizations as
| non-political

The Chairman: That is a very wide
~ definition!

Mpr. A. Reginald Perera: You cannot
- keep out politiecs entirely. I may
- interest myself in an association in my
constituency, but that by itself does not
make that organization political. Tt is
. a very vague term.

The Hon. Mr.
 The demands of even political associa-
tions receive attention from Govern-
ment, but we do not want rural
- development to be run on political lines

REPRESENTATIVES
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Mr. A. Reginald Peréra: We agree.
do you not

" in the
peasant

Dahanayake: Why
““ Goviperamunas '’
They are

Mr.
recognize the
rural areas?
organizations.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
With regard to the work done by Govern-
ment in the rural areas, we desire non-
political associations to

The Chairman: Is the hon. Member
for Galle pressing his Amendment?

Mr. Dahanayake: Yes.

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: The
present Director of Rural Development
has shown outstanding organizing ability,
tact and drive, and the remarks made
against him are totally undeserved.
1]18‘}" are not at all applicable to the
present Head of this Department.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: Put the
Amendment to the vote, Sir.
The Chairman: Is the hon. Member

pressing his Amendment?

Questlon ‘ That the Vote be reduced
bv Rs. 10 in respect of sub-head 1, item
‘ Director ’ , put:

The Chairman: The * Noes '’ have it.

Mr. Dahanayake: Divide!

The Chairman: You want_a Division
every time.

Mr. Dahanayake:
important.

The Committee divided (Under S. O.
48): Ayes, 22; Noes, 41.

This is very

The Chairman:

The Amendment is
lost. |

Any further remarks?

Mr. S‘ubasinghe There is a sub-head
here, “‘ Rural Burvey and Develop-
ment It was only yesterday that
we came across an item under the

The Chairman: The hon. Member is
referring to sub-head 5?
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“Mr. Subasinghe: Yes. There was a
sub-head under the Department of
Census for ** Rural, Social and Economic
Survey ''. Having provided that sum,
we are now asked to provide for a
further  survey—'‘ Rural = Survey ”
These two things are inter-connected,
and there is no necessity for another

survey to be conducted by the
Department of Rural Development.
If you are concerned with rural

development, the facts that you need

are those relating to the extent of rural

and the
If a survey of
matters is to be efficiently
conducted, it can be done only by a
Department which is capable of con-
dueting it efficiently. The mere alloca-
tion of Rs. 180,000 for rural survey and
development is not going to result in
efficient work.

This kind of budgeting clearly indi-
cates the lack of any real understanding
on the part of the Government of the
real problems they are faced with in the
matter of rural development. With
Rs. 180,000, what can you do? If the
Government is really serious about this
question of rural development, they
should inter-relate this activity with the
activities of all the other Departments
of Government view this problem in its
relation with the activities of other
Government Departments.

The question of rural development
should really be tackled by this so-called
new Department of State Planning that
the Minister of Finance hopes to
establish. ~

poverty, rural indebtedness,
needs of the villagers.

Mpr. Daha.na,yake Sub-head 5 has the
caption, ‘“ Rural Survey and Develop-
ment . Those are the two activities
they propose. to carry out a survey and
inaugurate development  measures,
with this Rs. 180,000 allotted under
sub-head 5.

I do not know how much work can
be done with this sum, particularly when
we study the development measures
they propose to undertake. The details
of the proposed expenditure are given
at the end of page 185 of the Estimates.

You will see that they propose to
create rural development centres, and
to pay the rent of certain buildings.
Model buildings will be put up, and
these model bnlldmf*s will ‘eontal” ati
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office, library and reading room, comi-
mittee meeting room, and cottages for
officers, furniture, and so on. _

On a rough estimate, from a common
sense angle, how much will all that

cost?
Furthermore,  other  development
measures include the maintenance of

model agricultural plots, poultry pens,
stud bulls, stud goats, cost of books,
newspapers, boxing gloves, and so on,
for reading rooms and libraries.

It is also proposed to give advances
on account of industrial implements.

Further, they propose to frain a .
number of village leaders who, I hope;
will become DM.P’s. Allowances are
to be given to these village leaders.

For all the work 1 have mentioned,
plus the survey, you allot Rs. 180,000,
The number of rural developmeﬁt 3
officers provided for in the Estimates is
91. That means, you have Rs. 2,000
per centre, or per area, operated on by
a rural development officer. The
amount allotted for the survey and the
development measures is just a bare
Rs. 2,000 per centre.

What do you propose to do with that
Rs. 2,000? Put up a model cottage,
buy a stud bull, give the villagers box:m'r
aloves? Can you do all that with
Rs. 2,000?2 What is all this? I say,
Mr. Chairman, that in my view the
Director has no scheme. There ig a
schemer behind this scheme.

3.45 ».m.
Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: Who is
that?

Mr. Dahanayake: I do not indulge in
crystal-gazing, Mr. Chairman, and I am
not able to say who the person-is, but
I say that this entire thing is miscon-
ceived, and the manner in which the
work has been started shows mishandling
and bungling. How can we agree to
giving this supply if each centre of work,
each district of work, is going to be
starved of the bare necessaries of a
scheme?

Mpr. Kanagaratnam: Arising out of the
remarks of the hon. Membe1 for Galle.
may I draw the attention of the Govern-
ment to the provision of Rs. 1,000,000
MR stimates of the current ﬁmmm al
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[Mr. Kanagaratnam.|
year under Part IV, Loan Fund Expen-
diture, *‘Rural Reconstruction Scheme’"?
I notice that this sum is not provided for
in the Istimates of the next financial
year. May 1 know from the hon. Par-
Jiamentary Secretary the reason for that
omission?

Mr. P. L. Bauddhasara (Polon-
naruwa): In last year’s Budget Iisti-
mates we passed a vote for 20 trainees
to be selected and trained to become
village leaders at Rs. 40 each. This
year, too, we find that the same vofe is
. asked for. I would like to know from
the hon. Parliamentary Secretary
whether this allowance is for the same
set of trainees or for a new set, because
we have never seen the colour of these
trainees coming to our constituency. I
wish to know whether these trainees are
really necessary.

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: 'The
hon. Member for Bingiriya spoke as if
the full amount provided for, namely,
Rs. 180,000, was meant for Rural Survey
and Development. The hon. Member
will find that it is a very small item, and
T might tell him that we do not propose
to spend much on that. The rest of the
amount is for Rural Development Cen-
tres. In fact our scheme is to open up
model Rural Development Centres in
each constituency

Mr. Dahanayake: Model or muddle?

Gate Mudaliyar ; Kariapper: In
every constituency in the Island we
intend to open up a model Centre.

Hon. Members will observe that the
finaneial provision asked for is not in-
adequate, but it is not possible to open
up Centres all at once, and this year we
have sought financial provision for the
establishment of 34 Centres only.

Myr. Subasinghe: My real point was
why was provision sought

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: We
“have asked for provision for a particular
number of Centres, as the whole Island
was not going to be covered up at once
during the course of one yeéur.
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The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
My good Friend, the hon. Member for
Bingiriya, I think wants to know why,
when there is a central organization
doing a general survey of the economie
conditions of Ceylon, we should have
any limited survey confined to different
areas. Is that the question?

The Chairman: Yes.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
As a matter of fact, I think it Woukl be
well if I gave an example of an ordinary
survey. We have got a Survey of the
whole of Ceylon, but that does not mean
that surveys in the areas for different
purposes cannot be carried out. You
may have the general conditions stated,
but still, for special purposes, special
surveys have got to be done. 1f the
prineiple that was enunciated by my
hon. Friend can be applied, 1 think we
can do away with the Survey Depart-
ment, because they finished the survey
of the whole island many years ago.
But when we want something done in
o certain area, take for instance irriga-
tion, we take a contour survey of the
area, and we get a general picture as
well as particulars of the general survey.
Thus there is a certain amount of sur-
vey that becomes necessary, and that 1s
why you have got a limited amount of
money asked for that purpose.

And there is another thing. You will
realize that this Department is not work-
ing by itself, independently of other de-
partments. You will find in the sti-
mates that provision has been made for
stud bulls, agricultural plots, and even
libraries and things of that sort. You
will find the same sort of provision in
the other departments that are doing
this work. What we try to do is this.
This Department is there to co-ordinate
the activities of other departments,
think out the necessities that exist in
certain areas, co-ordinate all the work
and get other people to do it, and when
it becomes necessary to spend a little
money on a certain thing, to spend it.
But the main purpose of this Depart-
ment is the co-ordination of activities,
and it will carry on the work in that
manner. As matters develop, you will
find that these things will not perhaps
be done by this Department. That is
not the only work to be done by this
Departinent for which we have provided
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. one. lakh of rupees. 1f that is all that
we expect of this Department for
one lakh of rupees, ‘then. we
need not have this Department at all.
But we want the Department to do very
much more work. Yesterday 1 men-
tioned that the officers of this Depart-
ment had got to be some sort of liaison
officers between the people and the rest
of the departments, and for this purpose
there has got to be a certain amount of
expenditure and a certain amount of
survey. Co-ordination becomes
sary, and sometimes for certain things
they may have to spend money
themselves.

Mr. Dahanayake: I understand that
there will be, in the coming year, about
30 Centres of work. Have those Cen-
tres been chosen, what are those
Centres, and how will they -be chosen?

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: They
have not been chosen. They will be
chosen in the course of the year.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
Although the estimate has been made
like this—you will notice that we ask
for a provision of Rs. 1,000,000—in
fact we make a 10 per cent. cut. That
is the estimate of what we expect to
spend during that time. As far as we
are concerned, if it is possible to cover
the whole island, it is our intention to
do so. But we do not anticipate that,
after the Department’s activities and
after getting the people together, more
than 30 or 40 Centres would be esta-
blished. We hope, however, that our
estimate is. wrong, that it is an under-
_estimate. If it is possible for the whole
Island to be covered, we will certainly
come to this House for more money.

Mr. Kanagaratnam: The hon. Parlia-
mentary Secretary has not answered
my question as  to why that
Rs. 1,000,000 has been omitted in the
Estimates.

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: We
are not primarily a money-spending de-
partment. Our job is mainly to get
other Departments to do the work they
are expected to do. The very essence
of our scheme is inter-departmental co-
ordination. Hence the disappearance of
the one million rupee Vvote,

5 AUGUST 1948

neces-

—Committee 474

Mr. Kanagaratnam: I do not agree
at all with the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary. The Government had care-
fully considered and made & provision
of Rs. 1,000,000 for rural development

schemes in the Budget of the current

year. The amount has been omitted in
the next year’'s Budget.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
You will notice that the rural develop-
ment and other work we propose to do
in that Department have increased the
Votes of the other Departments. You
will find that the activities in the other
Departments have increased, and natu-
rally, this fact has increased their Votes
correspondingly. If it becomes mneces-
sary, however, we will increase the Vote
for this Department.

Mr. Keuneman: There is one point
which I wish to have clarified by the
Hon. Prime Minister. The Hon. Prime
Minister told us that the Government
intend, within this year, to put up 380
or 40 Centres; they have estimated for
that. I would also like the Hon.
Prime Minister to clarify the principle
which Government will follow in giving
priority to the different places which are
going to have these Centres. Will those
constituencies which are represented by
the hon. Members who are on the other
side get priority, or is there any other
system of priority which will be
followed?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
It is quite possible, from the discussions
we have heard in this House, that the
hon, Members on this side will actually
get priority for the simple reason that
we have got greater faith in them. It
depends on the activities in the area and
the response we get. After all, it is
quite possible that the people who have
oot no faith in the Scheme may lag be-
hind and the people in whom we have
greater faith will have a better chance.
As far as we are concerned, it depends
on the demand and the response we get
from the areas

Mr. Dahanayake: And the M.P.!

The Hon. Mr. D. S, Senanayake:
We are not concerned with parties or
individuals who represent such parties.
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[Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake. |

That is why representatives are not

allowed to be associated in these affairs,

because it is the people’s response we

want.

Mr, Bauddhasara: May I know about
the trainees?

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: They
are perhaps under training. I am not
sure.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
I know more about the matter. Al-
though last year we had made provision
for trainees, we have had no opportunity
of getting these men trained. We will
get them trained this year under the
same vote.

, Questionr < That the  sum ° of
Rs. 532,812 for Head 58, Vote No. 1,
~ be inserted in the Schedule ', put, and
agreed to.
Head 58, Vote 1, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

The Chairman: The
suspended till 4.30 p.m.

Sitting accordingly suspended
4.30 p.m., and then resumed.

Sitting is

until

~ Head 66.—Minister of Agriculture and
5 Lands

. Vole No. 1.—Salaries and Expenses of
the Minister of Agriculture and
Lands, Rs. 190,524.

Sub-head 1.—Personal Emoluments
Rs. 147 244.

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake
(Minister of Agriculture and Lands): I
~ move, “That the Vote be increased by

Rs. 1,784 in respect of sub-head 1, item
14 Clerks.’ ™’

Question put, and agreed to.

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
I move, ‘‘ That the Vote be increased
by Rs. 807 in respect of sub-head 1, item
* Rent Allowance.” ”’

Question put, and agreed to.

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
I move, ‘‘ That the Vote be increased
by Rs. 1,200 in respect of sub-head 1,
item
Overtime.” "’

Question put, and agreed 6.
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The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
I move, ‘* That the Vote be inereased
by Rs. 1,560 in respect of sub-head 1,
“ Alowances ’, New Item ° Duty Allow-
ance at Rs. 130 p.m. to Assistant
Settlement  Officer  Officiating ~ ag
Aggistant Secrefary.” ™’

Question put, and agreed fto.

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
I move, ‘“ That the Vote be increased
by Rs. 5,280 in respect of sub-head 1,
New Item ° Office Assistant (Special
Grade G.C.8.)."””

Question put, and agreed fto.

Dr. Perera: 1 move, “‘That the
Vote be reduced by Rs. 10 in respect
of sub-head 1.”

I would like to draw the attention of
the Hon. Minister to the position with
regard to people who had been given
land during the period of the food pro-
ductien drive. Most of those people
who had been given land were landless
people, at least some of them.

The: Chairman: Would you mind
dealing with that under ‘‘ Land Com-
missioner?’’ It really comes under
that. '

Dr. Perera: All right, Sir.

Mr. Dahanayake: I move, ‘* That the
Vote be reduced by Rs. 10 in respect of
sub-head 1, item ‘ Minister.’ ”’

The purpose of my Motion, notice of
which I have given, is to direct the
attention of the Hon. Minister to the
lack of planning in regard to the activi-
ties of the departments that are in his
charge. I dare say the Hon. Minister
has had hardly the time to draw up a
comprehensive plan. We know—and 1
say it with regret—that the previous
Minister did not have a comprehensive
agricultural plan for this country. Buf
we are very hopeful that the new Minis-
ter will very soon draw up such a plan..
We would like to be assured by the
Minister that he has viewed the problem
of agriculture in this country as a whole
and that he has in mind, if not on paper,
a blue print of the possibilities of deve-
lopment in the future. T would ask him
to draw up a ten, fifteen—or twenty-
year plan to secure for this country self-
sufficiency in regard to the esgential
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foodstuffs and other commodities. In
order to have a plan like that, he ought
to know—and let him tell us if he knows
—what our needs are. Then we will
know what our target is. Knowing that,
he ought to tell us how, and in what
time, he proposes to make this country
self-sufficient. Take now the question of
food production. We have time and
again

- The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
There is a separate item for it. 1
suggest we take it up when that is
reached.

Mr. Dahanayake: I am only making
a few general observations; I am not
going into details. We have time and
again been told that we are sending out
millions of rupees of our money on
imported food. We want a plan by
which the amount of money that we
send out for food will gradually diminish
from period to period, till we become
self-gufficient in regard to foodstuffs; not
only in regard to foodstuffs, but in regard
to other essential commodities, like tex-
tiles. -We would like to have an assur-
ance that by a certain period of time
there will be in this country a
sufficiently large acreage of cotton
cultivation to satisfy our textile needs.

The Chairman: I think all that in-
formation was given during the Second
Reading Debate. That information was
given.

Mr. Dahanayake: No, Sir, he never
gave us a plan to make the country
self-sufficient within a certain period.

The Chairman: As regards the
growing of cotton, he gave the areas.

Mr. Dahanayake: How many acres
under cotton? Anybody can get the
other details from a geography book.

The Chairman: What he is going to
do is not in the geography hook.

Mr, Dahanayake: He has not told us
in what time he is going to make this
country self-sufficient.

The Chairman: All that was given,
but the hon. Member was not in his
seat that day.

5——J"N. 13601 (8/48)
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Mr. Dahanayake: But I have rea:d
through his speech, and I say there is
nothing in the Budget to indicate the
steps he is going to take in regard to
cotton cultivation.

The Chairman: Under Loan Fund
KExpenditure he pointed out in detail the
work he is going to do.

Mr. Dahanayake: can make
certain generalizations.

He

The Chairman: No, no; he told us
the exact work he is going to do; in
which area, how many acres are going
to-be taken up, and so on. He gave all
that.

Mr. Dahanayake: Take the require-

ments of the country in regard to
subsidiary foodstuffs.

The Chairman: Even that he
mentioned.

Mr. Dahanayake: No, Sir. Take the
case of tobacco. :

The
Parippu?

Hon., Mr. Jayewardene:

Mr. Dahanayake: Take the question
of cultivation of peas, cultivation of
chillies and onions, of which there is a
big dearth in the market. ;

The Chairman: All that was given.

The Hon. Minister mentioned all
the subsidiary foodstuffs, practically
everything.

Mr. Dahanayake: I know he has

mentioned these things, but I want a
definite statement that by such and such
a date we shall no longer be dependent
on other countries for these things. '

The Chairman: I will not allow him
to repeat again what he has said before.

Mr. Dahanayake: Very well, Sir.
What I want to point out is that we
have no assurances for the future. We
have year after year raised this ques-
tion, and year after year we have been
told that: certain things will be done,
but year after year the position with
regafG 10" food has deteriorated.
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[Mr. Dahanayake. |
Take another point. What are his

~ plans to satisty the land hunger there is

in the people of this country?

The Chairman: That also -he dealt
‘with.

Mpr. Dahanayake: He has said that
he has a scheme of acquisition of land
for village expansion, but has he indi-
cated to us a plan? Has a survey been
made of the land hunger in this country?
Does he know in what particular parts
of the country there is ah acute land
hunger amongst the people?

1 say this because, in the past acqui-
sition of land for village expansion has
been done in a most haphazard man-
ner—haphazard, because there has been
no survey. Now, what we want is an
assurance from the Minister that acqui-
sition for village expansion will be done
on some systematized basis, that the
gountry as a whole from the angle of
expansion should be explored. 1 say
this because we hear that such and such
an estate has been acquired for such
and such an electorate. Why not in the
other electorate? Why cannot there be
a plan, and for that plan you may have
a priority list if you like. But the posi-

tion today is that Members of Parlia-
ment and village societies keep on
making applications for the acquisition
of estates, but some of those applications
are not granted. If there is a scheme
this work of village expansion will be
~well dome, will be well considered in
relation to the needs of the people; no
part of the country will be left out, and
there will be a blue print prepared of the
amount of land that will be required and
in what places year per year. That is
what I mean by a comprehensive plan.
I know that the Minister has in mind
certain schemes, but whether those
schemes have been co-ordinated and
.thought-out from an all-Island angle is
another matter altogether.

~ Let me proceed to another point,
which shows the lack of planning. We
ask not merely that the acreage under
cultivation should be increased, but we
ask that the present low yield per acre
should also be increased. I ask the
Minister to give us the story of what
effort he has made to secure. hone
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manure for this country. Year after
year applications are made by villagers,
through Members ‘ot Parliament to
(Government '

The Chairman: I am sorry, but that
question was also fully answered.
&,

Mpr. Dahanayake: No, Sir.

Take the Galle District. That - Dis-
trict received only a small fraction of
the needs of bone manure last time,
and in the previous years nothing what-
ever. Can he give the assurancé that
in the future there will be ample sup-
plies of bone manure given to the culti-
vators of this counfry?
what steps are being taken, or are con-
templated, to secure a greater yield by
a survey, or by analysis of the soil, of
the wvarious areas?

The Hon. Mr. deewardene: That was

given.

The Chairman: That was also
answered.

Mr. Dahanayake: I will give an

instance in which I brought to the notice
of the Department that in a particular
area in my electorate the yield was very
low. It was only when I pointed that
out that the Irrigation Department took
cognizance of that fact. Is it the work
of a Member of Parliament to go about
in his electorate and to find out the
various plots in which the soil is not
very productive and bring it to the notice
of the Department? Or, is it the work
of the Department to send out its men
and to carry out a survey which will

show where and where special treat- -

ment is necessary? That is the way
we expect the Minister to proceed. I
know the Minister has a very difficult
task in hand, and we also feel that he
has the enthusiasm to carry out a
scheme. But we ask of him the assu-
rance that he will have a comprehensive
plan, the goal of which will be to make
the country self-sufficient within a given
number of years. :

4.45 p.M.

The Chairman: “*Any other remarks
on, this particular Amendment?

Again, T ask,



http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

481

Mr. A. Reginald Perera: Within
recent years the Hon. Minister of Agri-
culture and Lands has fixed his entire
attention on gigantie agricultural plans.
We, of the Opposition, when finance was
asked for such schemes, have not op-
posed the granting of it. But I want to
draw the attention of the Hon. Minister
to this point, that, while these large
schemes are going on, he should not
neglect the minor schemes.

Appropriation Bill

The Chairman: The Hon. Minister
has answered that question fully.

Mr. A. Reginald Perera: He might
do so, but in past years the general
apathy, the indifference to these minor
schemes

The Chairman: The Hon. Minister
has told us what he is going to do.

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
May I suggest to the hon. Member that

he take these questions up under the

Votes of the Irrigation Department. I
can then give him a full picture of the
Scheme.

Mr. A. Reginald Perera: On the ques-
tion of the aequisition of land to solve
the problem of land hunger. I want an
assurance—and we of the Oppésition col-
lectively want an assurance—that the
scheme which the Hon. Minister has in
mind is not a tragic repetition of the
previous schernes. "I have in mind the
acquisition of estates like Knavesmire
and Udispawa. We have been reminded
by the  Hon. Minister of Finance that
rubber. estates are a depreciating asset.
It ever in this country there are estates
which qualify for that particular term of
depreciating assets, they are rubber
estates which have been completely
sucked up. KEvery estate that has been
sucked up, has been aequired by the
Hon. Minister of Agriculture and Lands
in previous years.

There is a Muslim gentleman who
buys up these old estates, slaughter-
taps them, and takes ev erythmo out of
them. And then what happens? The
Ministry of Agriculture and Lands
acquires them and gives them over to
the people. They eannot be run on a
co-operative basis and they fail. At that
point the Hon. Minister turng“'stind’ afd
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says, '* These estates are crashing, be-
coming “failures, because of the lack of
interest by the people which is entirely
wrong.

I want an assurance that, in fubure,
when estates are acquired for the settling
of villagers, estates that can+be worked
on an economic basis would be acquired.

Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena: I would
like to bring one or two matters to the
notice of the Hon. Minister,

The present agricultural policy of the
Hon. Minister has not satisfied the
peasantry of this country. Year in and

year out the Hon. Minister has spent

millions of rupees on different schemes.
We, of the Opposition, have supported
such schemes. But we regret to find
that these different schemes have not
brought much benefit to the peasantry
of this country. We find, when we go
back to the country-side, that the
peasant plots or small fields, the

vegetable plots, have been given no aid .

by the Government except in a very few
cases. Annually we find along the
Kelani Ganga the poor peasants being
driven from their holdings.

The Chairman: The hon. Member
mentioned that in the course of his
speech on the Second Reading and a full
reply was given by the Hon. Minister.

Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena: In 1862
the British Government aequired, under
the Waste Lands Ordinance, all the land
of the peasantry to which no suitable .
title was available, and sold them to
large estate owners, particularly to the
foreign capitalists of this country. We
gtill find that there is land in certain
areas which had been owned by the
ancestors of the peasants of such areas.
It is Dbare ' land, uncultivated. The
present Ministry of Agriculture and
Lands has not made any provision to give
back some of those lands to the peasants
for cultivation.

We found that the slogan of the Gov-
ernment during the 1’151: few years was
“ Grow more food . But when the
peasantry started growing more food and
when it satisfied the Gove e111me'at at that
stage—during the las
there was something done for the
peasants. But we find a very sad situa-
tion today. We find the poor peasants
who ¢ultivated these lands being ejected

—Commiltee = 4892 %
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[Mr. D; B. B. Gunawardena. |
under some pretext or other, through
some loop-hole provided by the Land
Ordinance. The  Government  says,
““ This is a reservation for the prevention
of soil erosion: and things like that *.
Most of these people are being ejected
from their plots. If you visit the coun-
try-side you receive hundreds of com-
plaints from the peasants. We have

brought this to the notice of the Hon.

Minister, but so far no action has been
taken. :

I would like to refer to paddy cultiva-
tion by the peasants. Most of our
peasant paddy cultivators do not possess
land. A few may have a small block,
but most of the land that they cultivate
is owned by rich landlords. It is a very
small share that the peasants get from
paddy cultivation, it is not sufficient for
them even to exist for a few months.
There is no special legislation yet to
ensure a fair share of profit to the
cultivators.

We find in places like Mirigama that
a peasant who cultivates a plot of paddy
land gets one-third

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
No, half.

Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena: In cer-
tain areas they get a half share. But
they have to supply the manure and the
cattle, and the landlord, of course, sits
at home and gets his share. Unless the
manure and the cattle are supplied, a
peasant does not get his halt share.
That ig the attitude that has been
adopted.

I think these questions should be gone
into by the Ministry of Agriculture and
Lands and some sort of redress given
to the peasant.

During the last Budget Debate we
suggested certdin schemes round about
Colombo where a lot of cultivation could
have been done and food grown. No
action has been taken regarding the
suburbs of the City where you find a
large number of unemployed. You can
solve the unemployment problem to a
certain extent if you give these people
land in the suburbs to cultivate.

There are a number of peasant colonies
and agricultural camps today. For
stating their grievances or making com-
plaints in public about their grievances,
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they have been victimized. 1 know that
at Maha Iluppalama, when one of the
workers stood up at a publiec meeting
and spoke of certain things that were
happening in the area, he was given
notice on the following day and asked to

quit. Again, the other day, at the
Bandarawela Farm Station, a person

who looks after the Farm Station was
given notice to quit because he said that
he had to work for about 16 hours for
Re. 1.40.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
Where is the Bandarawela Farm?

Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena: It is an
agricultural office.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
What station is this?

Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena: This is
under the Department of Agriculture.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
The Railway Station is there.

The Hon.
Station.

Mr. Goonesinha: Police

Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena: This
man was a watcher at one of the Farm
Stations at Bandarawela.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
There is no such station.

Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena: It is
close to Bandarawela; it is not exactly
in the town. It is the Panawella
Station.

If you go to the Anuradhapura Agri-
cultural Camp, you will find that it is
entirely a Military Camp in which the
colonists are working. The discipline is
worse than that of Hitler. I happened
to visit that place about a month

and a half back. There were several
complaints.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
Puliyankulam.

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
That is the Agricultural Camp.

Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena: Yes.
The discipline that is enforced there is
severe. 1 would ask the Hon. Minister


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

485 Appropriation Bill
to go there personally and listen to some
of the grievances of these people and to
remedy them.

One more point regarding some of
these Farm stations. We have seen
farm stations springing up all over the
country. A short time ago the Depart-
ment took over some land at Pasyala.
If the Department wants fo establish a
farm, it must buy the land. They have
been running a dairy for over 8 years
in this place and have leased 40 to 50
acres of land from a certain landlord
there. The Government has developed
the land and the landlord has stood to
benefit. Of course, when such things
happen it is natural that there should
be losses at the Government Farms.
There is not a single farm which has
brought any revenue to the Government.

Mr. F. H. Griffith (Appointed Mem-
ber): In their Report the Rubber Com-
missioners recommended a method of
cheapening cost of planting by poisoning
rubber trees. This has been done by
the Rubber Research Station, and 1
know that it has been carried out by a
few estates. I understand this is done
extensively in Malaya.

What I really want to know is, in the
event of carrying out the experiment,
what the position would be if it were
found that paddy fields in the vicinity
had been affected. I would like to know
whether the Government would be pre-
pared to pay compensation, or to stand
by the planting community which under-
took to carry out the recommendation
suggested by the Rubber Commissioners,
if anything happened to lands in the
vicinity.

9.0 p.M.

Mr. S. A. Silva: I would like to in-
form the Hon. Minister of Agriculture
and Lands that the most important
matter is the difficulty of finding suit-
able land for paddy -cultivation. As
rubber estates are now® uneconomie, I
would ask the Hon. Minister to acquire
all low-lying rubber lands which are
suitable for paddy cultivation and give
those lands to villagers who are pre-
pared to cultivate them. In the Pasdun
Korale of the Kalutara district, lands,
which were some time back smiling
fields, were turned into rubber estates.
These should be taken over by
Government and given to cultivators.
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With regard to the remarks made by
the  hon. Appointed Member (Mzr.
Griffith), T would strongly protest
against the destruction of rubber trees
by poisoning, because it would mean the
destruction of a commodity’ which is
very much in demand as firewood. If
these trees are cut and sold, the timber
can be used for firewood. If they are
poisoned, the timber will be wasted. If,
however, poisoning is to be Garried out,
it will have to be done very carefully,
because the labourers who handle the
poison might get poisoned in the pro-'
cess. I would, therefore, strongly
protest against the destruction of rubber
trees by poison.

Mr. Bauddhasara: I would like to sug-
gest to the Hon. Minister of Agriculture
and Lands the establishment of Agri-
cultural Credit Corporations in purely
agricultural villages, especially in the
North-Central Province. '

The Chairman: Though you call it
Agriculture, it is a Credit Corporation
which - comes under a different head.
You can take it up when the vote of
that Minister is taken up.

Mr. J. A. Rambukpota (Haputale):
I would like to draw the attention of the
Hon. Minister of Agriculture to the
necessity for establishing seed stations
for pure line paddy in the Uva area, as
there is not a single station there at the
moment and cultivators find it difficult
to get the necessary paddy for
transplanting.

I would also ask the Hon. Minister
to take steps to prevent paddy fields
being used for the putting up of build-
ings, and so on. - Several paddy fields
are now being used for other purposes,
and I would ask the Hon. Minister to
take action to prevent paddy fields being
taken over for ofher purposes.

Mr. P. H. W. de Silva: T would ask
the Hon. Minister of Agriculture and
Lands whether he has not considerad
the desirability of appointing Members
of  Parliament to * these District
Agricultural Committees. 7

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:

We are all included.
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My, P. H. W, de Silva: We have not
been so informed. &

The Chairman: I think we passed a
regulation only last week that a Mem-
ber of Parliament must be a member of
the Committee.

Mr. Dahanayake: I have been com-
pletely overlooked. I have been leff
out because I am a Leftist.

The Chairman: The hon. Member
will be invited in good time.

Mp. L. Rajapakse (Hambantota): 3}
wish to inform the Hon. Minister of
Agriculture and Tands that in my
constituency, in Hambantota, there is a
colony called Beragama Colony. The
colonists who went there about 8 or 10
years ago were given & certain
undertaking by the Government. ;

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
The hon. Member might make his re-
marks under the vote ° Assistance to
Colonists .

Dr. Perera: I want some information
on this question of land tenure. Only
the other day I read in the newspapers
that there was a certain hitch about the
whole idea of land tenure. The Hon.
Minister informed us some time back
that he intended to get new legislation
fashioned.

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
Tt ig being done.

Dr. Perera: In that connection might
T also draw the attention of the Hon.
Minister to the position under the Ser-
vice Tenures Ordinance? This is the
Dewala Rajakariya question. There has
been serious misuse of power by the
various Basnayake Nilames demanding
‘unreasonable sums of money in lieu of
this rajakariya. There have been &
number of cases in recent times,
especially in the Kandy Courts, of
people complaining against the un-
reasonable amounts that have been
demanded from them. T would like to
know whether this matter could also be
included in the whole question.
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The Chairman: T think- something
should be done about the Nindagama
tenure. The Dewale tenure would come
in under section 29 of the Order in
Council—not the Nindagama.

—(Committee

Dr. Perera: I am really concerned
about the unfair means adopted for the
recovery of that money. In certain
cases * pangukarayas ' have to pay
according. to the ° panguwa ', but T find
Nilames demanding the whole amount.

The Chairman: The law allows that.

Dr. Perera: But that is obviously
untair.

The Chairman: But what can the
Minister of Agriculture do about 1t?
You must amend the law. The Supreme
Court says that you can demand the
whole of the amount due irom one
rajakariya.

Dr. Perera: 1 would suggest to the
Hon. Minister to change it. '

The Chairman: That would come
under section 29 of the Order in
Council, because it deals with religious
worship.

Dr. Perera: Could it not be done
without infringing on religious suscepti-
bilities? This has been a matter of
complaint to me by the Galpata Village
in my area. These people are very
seriously affected by this. I think
something should be done to relieve
them.

Major J. W. Oldfield (Appointed
Member): May I inquire what the
policy of the Hon. Minister is in regard.
to the Rubber Research Scheme? 1
understand that at one time there were
5 or 6 officers. It seems to me, at &
time like this, when the rubber industry
requires all the assistance ib could
receive® :

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake ¢
The Rubber Research Scheme is not
under Government.

Major Oldfield: T was asking what
the policy in regard to the future of the
Rubber Research Scheme is. T presume
it i not the policy of the Government
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to take no interest whatsoever in the
future of research work in connection
with rubber, and that the Hon. Minister
of Agnculture will take some interest

b AUGUST 1948

in trying to preserve the industry as far-

as posmble by scientific assistance.

The Chairman: Does the hon.
Membenwfor Galle press his Amendment?

Mr. Dahanayake: No.

Dr. Perera: Would the Hon. Minig-

ter also consider the desirability of
acquiring these Nindagama lands. 1
think, with all due deference, it is high

time there was some policy—I think it-

is time that the Hon. Minister decided
upon some policy with regard to these
Nindagama lands. Hundreds of acres
belonging to these big nindagankarayas
are todav undeveloped and the villagers
are unable to utilize these la,nds 1
* think some pelicy is required in regard
to this matter.

Me. Dahanayake: May I remind you,
Sir, that when you were a back-bencher
in the last State Council, you moved a
Motion which called for the repeal of
the existing law in regard to Nindagama
lands and the substitution therefor of a
policy more enlightened to suit modern
conditions? 1 hope the Hon. Minister

will pay some attenfion to this matter..

Mr., Kumaraswamy: I have not, for
some considerable time, drawn the
attention of the Hon. Minister to a
certain - section of my constituency,
namely, Pooneryn.

The Chairman: The hon. Member
spoke about Pooneryn during the Debate

on the Second Re‘ldlnﬂ of the
Appropriation Bill.

Mr. Kumaraswamy: The Hon. Prime
Minister and the Hon. Ministey of
Agriculture and ILands are under the
impression that Pooneryn is a small
place. [Laughter.]

The Chairman: Tt may be as large as
Ceylon, but T cannot allow you to
speak about it so many times.

Mr. Kumaraswamy: I want to speak
about the Vanneri tank. A lot of time
was spent during the last 10 '¥eavs i

—(lommiittee
the restoration of this tank., In fact,
the hon. Member for Jaffna, when he

was rvepresenting the district, brought
the matter to the notice of the authorities
concerned, but unfortunately nothing
tangible has been done so far, though a
small sum has been voted for its
restoration. Hven that money hag nob
been spent. During the lagt Kalapokam
season, the paddy fields at Pooneryn
suffered owing to lack of water. There
are several tanks in this area, and if

they are restored I am certain that

Pooneryn will make a large contribution
in regpect of paddy.

The Chairman: The hon. Member
mentioned all thig in his 1% hour speech.

Mpr. Kumaraswamy I now come to
the water supply in Elephanf Pass.
[ Laughter.] This is not a matter for
laughter by the Front Benches. I
mean serious business here. As the

elected representative of the people of

my district, it is my duty fo bring these
matters to the notice of the Hon.
Minister of Agriculture. I have brought
these matters to his notice times without
number, but no tangible action has been
taken. There are several tanks in this
particular area. They must be restored.
Water must be gtored for the daily use
of the people. Without water, the first
necessity of life, nothing can be dene.
In a place like Elephant Pass, fresh
water can only be obtained from a place
five miles away, by means of a pipe line.

I wish to say a few words about the
failure of the colonization scheme at
Kilinochehi.

The Chairman: The hon.
repeating the speech he made during the
Second Reading of the Budget.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
He mentioned Elephant Pass also.

Mr. Kumaraswamy: 1 mentioned
these things during last year’s Budget
discugsion, but 1 am prepared to t&ke
your Hu]mn

5.15 p.wm.

The next point T wish to mention is
that I wrote a letter to the Hon. Min-
ister of Agriculture and Lands some
time “dgo, requesting him to make

Member is

3
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[ Mr. Kumaraswamy. | ;
grrangements ‘for the preservation of the
fruits produced in my area. I requesbed
that fruit canning machinery be installed
and worked under the supervision of the
Director of Agriculture. Oranges and
mangoes abound in 2 certain section of
my constituency, and mangoes are SO
cheap during a certain season of the year
that they are thrown away due to lack
of marketing facilities. My constituency
can supply mangoes to all the Members
of this House, Sir, and perhaps after
tasting them you may allow me more
time to speak on the subject. My con-
stituency is situated n a central area
between the Wanni and the garden lands
in the constituency of the Member for
Kopai, and it is an ideal place for the
establishment of a fruit preservation
centre.

There are a number of landless people
in my area, and I would urge that steps
be taken to open up more lands under
certain tanks. This is a matter re-
garding which I wrote to the Hon. Min-
ister of Agriculture aboub six months
ago, and I regret to say that so far T
have not received any satisfactory reply.

Since you are not inclined to give me
more time, I shall not say anything
more.

Thé Chairman: I do not mind if there
is time available.

Mr. L. Rajapaksa: T would ask the
hon. Minister of Agriculture and Lands
whether he is aware that about 5,000
acres of crops have failed in the Tissa-
maharama area due to drought. T have
accompanied the Minister fo Tissamaha-
rama and shown him the tank there. I
understand that he and the Minister of
Finance are going this week-end to
Kataragama to pay their respects to the
Kataragama God. I hope that, when
they visit Tissamaharama on their way
to Kataragama, they will go into this
question and see that something is done
to redress the grievances of the peasants
of Ruhuna.

I was speaking to the Hon. Prime
Minister the other day, and he told me
that once the Gal Oya scheme was
through, work would be started on the
Embilipitiya scheme, and then we shall
have sufficient irrigation facilities for my
constituency. T would like, ko askthe
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Minister of Agriculture and Lands how
long he expects the peasants of Ruhuna
to ~ wait without proper irrigation
facilities?

The Hon. Mp. Dudley Senanayake:
I do nob think T shall fake much time
of the House, because most of the
questions raised were a-nswered,-. as was
pointed out by you, Sir, during the
course of the Second Reading Debate.
I am sorry that the hon. Member for
Galle was not in the House at the time
I spoke on certain particular aspects of
planning, and stated to what extent the
different departments under this Min-
istry are planning in the case of land
development. I dealt with that ques-
tion fully, and instead of taking up the
time of the House I shall refer the hon.

Member to my Second Reading speech.

With regard to the question of
bonemeal manure raised by the hon.
Member for Galle, I must say, as 1
stated during the Second Reading
Debate, exports from the countries from
which we did get bonemeal manure have
been prohibited, particularly from India,
and it was with the greatest difficulty
that we obfained even the small quantity
of bonemeal manure that we are getting
at the present moment. In spite of
these difficulties, although a season
needs 12.000 tons of manure, we were
able to obtain and distribufe 8,000 tons.

Hon. Members are well aware of the
fact that some of this manure does not
always go to the cultivator. As a matter
of fact, although we are buying this
manure ab Rs. 400 a ton, I have a feel-
ing, and I have been informed, that some
of the manure comes back at Rs. 400 a
ton and is distributed again. I have,
therefore, decided that, from the end of
this financial year, bonemeal manure and
other manure should be made available
at a price particularly through Agricul-
tural Produce and Sales Societies and
through Co-operative Sales Societies and
such bedies, so that the manure will be
av.a.ilable to peasants at a reasonabie
price. That decision was inevitable,
and that will be the procedure followed
in the new financial year.

- The hon. Member for Dehiowita, who
is  unfortunately. mnot here at the
moment, referred to two estates pur-

chased by Government. Hon. Members
will realize that, due to a sudden change
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in the price of rubber, it has become
uneconomic to work rubber estates. 1
must also admit that these states
were not in the best condition. In the
future I do not think any rubber estate
will be purchased for the purpose of
village expansion and agricultural pur-
poses without obtaining the opinion of
an expert in planning as to the agricul-
tural value of that estate. That is the
policy decided on as regards that
matter; and I think we shall then avoid
some of the difficulties we are confronted
with now.

There appears to be a certain amount
of confusion in the minds of hon. Mem-
bers as regards food production permits.
I explained the position in the course
of the Committee Stage of the last
Budget. Owing to the emergency, food
production permits were issued for the
cultivation of land, and some of the
lands in respect of which these permits

were issued are lands which would nor-

mally never have been given out for
cultivation. The permits issued were
temporary permits, and the allottees
were told they were temporary permits.
An allottee was prohibited from erecting
any permanent buildings on the land.
The action taken by Government is only
in the cases of those who have been
issued permits in respect of lands which
cannot be alienated because they are
forest or stream reservations. All other
temporary food production permits are
to be turned imto L. D. O. permits.
That is the position. Hon. Members
must realize that.

I would mention that cases of with-
drawal of permits which have been
brought to my notice have been those
of lands coming under forest or stream
reservations. Some hon. Members ap-
preciate that position and have criticized
Government for not taking adequate
precautions against soil erosion, and so
on, whiech occur as a result of denuda-
tion of forests. For instance, a great
deal of havoc has been caused in Matara
by the issue of these permits and by the
clearing of jungles on a vast scale.

In those circumstances, it is impossible
for me, or for anybody else who has the
ultimate good of this country at heart,
to alienate lands permanently and have
them cleared permanently. That is our
difficulty, and I explained that during
the Committee stage of theglast Budget.
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There was one point raised by the
hon. Member for Galle as to whether
this six-year programme O anything
like it was going to make the country
self-supporting. We have a long way
to go.

Mr. Dahanayake: Tt is a long, long,
trail.

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
It is unfortunately so, and we are trying
to get nearver that goal. T am positive
that, with the accelerated pace of land
development, we shall be able to reach
that goal during the six-year period.

As regards the Walawe scheme, I can
tell the hon. Members that we are
ready to start work on that scheme,
but there has to be a time lag of about
a year between the starting of the Gal
Oya scheme and the Walawe scheme,
in order that the machinery initially
used at Gal Oya can be diverted for use
at Walawe. Therefore, in the comple-
tion of the scheme, too, there will be a
time lag of a year. So that there is not
very long to wait.

As regards the Tissamaharama fields
I know the particular case referred to.
T would like to tell the House the facts.
There was a shortage of water. Hon.
Members are aware of the fact that
there was an unprecedented drought.
Cultivators were informed that water
could be made available only for a sec-
tion of the fields. Theygvere told that
we could save that section only.if the
cultivators would get together, as had
been done at other places, and decided
to work that section. In some cases
not only do the cultivators agree to
work only one section, but they even
divide the crops among themselves.
Under the Irrigation Ordinance the de-
cision is in the hands of the cultivators,
and in this instance they said they
wanted water issued to all the fields.
The Government could not help it. The
A. G. A. held two meetings and warned
the cultivators, but he had to carry out
the decision of the cultivators.

As regards the -Ordinance regarding
security of tenure, the hon. Member for
Hakmana moved a Resolution in this
House on that subject, and on that
occasion I gave information to the
House, regarding security of tenure and
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[Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake. |
the amount that is to be charged from
o tenant. Legislation in regard to the
matter is being drafted at the moment.
The principles have been approved and
the legislation is in the process of
drafting. I do not think the Govern-
ment can undertake the compensating
of paddy owners whose fields have been
damaged by the use of certain poisons
for the purpose of killing rubber trees.
T think that is expecting too much from
Government.

Dr. Perera: They have made enough.

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
If I remember right, the Rubber Com-
- ission in their Report stated that this

‘work of destruction of xubber trees
could be done without doing darmage to
others. That was their opinion. So I
" do not know whether any damage would
' ensue in those circumstances.

~ As regards membership of District
- Agricultural Committees, hon. Mem-
bers are aware of the fact that it was
only the other day that Regulations
~ were passed in this connexion. Hither-
~ to these bodies were non-statutory
. bodies, and under the Irrigation Ordi-
nance they have been made statutory
bodies. The Regulations determining
- the conditions under which every Mem-
~ ber of Parliament for the District must
~ necessarily be appointed a Member of
~ the Committ have just been passed
and will be brought into effect soon.

. With regard to the question of the

Appointed Member regarding the Rub-
. ber Regearch Scheme, the hon. Member
~ will realize that the matter is dealt with
in the Report of the Rubber Commis-

' gion, and that there is a Committee at -

recommenda-
i I believe they
. held their final meeting yesterday, and
- they have decided, I believe, to accept
~ gome of the recommendations, one of
them being the increase of the cess.

- present, considering the

Mr. Kumaraswamy: What about my
questions?

The Chairman: They have been fully
~ answered. Will the Minigster move his
~ Amendments?
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The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
I move, *“ That the Vote be increased
by Rs. 2,000 in respect of sub-head

2 ‘.‘.“ .
Question put, and agreed to.

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
I move, ‘* That the Vote be increased
bv Rs 1,191 in respect of sub-head
B

Question put, and agreed to.

The Chairman: Does the hon. Minis-
ter want to reply to the hon. Member
for Chavakacheheri?

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
He has brought a number of matters to
my notice. As a matter of fact, he has
come and seen me. But I cannot, at
the moment, say that any particular
thing will be done.

Mr. Kumaraswamy: Give the
assurance that you will look into the
matters I have raised and that will
satisty me.

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
T will not merely look into the requests
made by the hon. Member, but I shall
also see what can be done. What can
be done will be done.

‘Question, ‘“ That the sum of
Rs. 204,346 for Head 66, Vote No. 1, be

me

inserted in the Schedule,” put, and
agreed to.
Head 66, as amended, ordered to

stand part of the Schedule.

Head 67.—Land Commissioner
Vote No. 1.—Salaries and Expenses of

Land  Commissioner’s Department,
Rs. 645,464.
Sub-head 1.—Personal Emoluments,

Rs. 432,445.
Dr. Perera: 1 move,—

““ That the Vote be reduced by Rs. 100
in respect of sub-head 1.”

There is only one general observation
which I should like to make. I see
that the Land Commissioner’s Depart-
ment has been broken up into two. T
do not know whether there is such an
increase of work in order to justify the
division of this department into two.
It seems to be rather difficult to split
up the two items of work. I think the
work cof one -of these departments

5
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should come under Head 76, ' Depart-
ment of Land Development.”” Surely,
there will be a certain amount of over-
lapping between these two departments?
One - department: is the Land Com-
missioner’s Department and the other
the Land Development Department.

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
The Land Development Department is
needed for the opening up of new land
under the scheme that has been tabled
in an Appendix to the Hon. Minister of
Finance’s speech.

Dr. Perera: This is new land?

The Hon., Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
Yes, and the food production activities
with other functions in the Land- Com-
missioner’s Department, have been
taken over as part of the activities of
the Land Development Scheme.

Dr. Perera: But will it come under
the Land Development Department?

The Hon. Mpr. Dudley Senanayake:
Yes, once the opening has been done,
and the colonists have been settled, the
work will go back to the Land
Commissioner.

The Chairman: There is an Amend-
ment for the increase in the salary of
the Welfare Officer.

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
by Rs. 600 in respect of sub-head 1,
item °° Welfare Officer.”’

I move, ‘‘ That the Vote be increased

Question put, and agreed fo.

Mpr. Subasinghe: I should like to know
from the Hon. DMinister what the
functions of the Welfare Officer will
be, because I have, on several occa-
sions, brought to the notice of the Hon.
Minister the prevailing conditions in
some of those land development
schemes; that, so far as the labourers
are concerned, they are not entirely
satisfactory. We find that in some of
these places, the people who are
appointed Managers or Superintendents
are invariably people who have had no
experience in the management of labour
at all. They do not treat them as
human beings. We findoithat hpeople
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have been ‘dismissed for the most
trivial offences. Sometimes they have
been treated in a most careless manner.

Another thing that I have noticed on
my visits to some of those schemes is
that no medical provision at all has been
made for them in the event of an
emergency. IFor instance,
Hingurakgoda, Minneriya and Polon-
naruwa, there is the Giritale scheme.
When I went there I made inquiries and
found that they did not even have
iodine, which is needed for injuriestand
which is very necessary to stock in

_distant places like that.

Then, in KElahera, there was an inei-
dent that occurred. Several workers
were sent away without any notice fo
them at all. Those men were called
up at 7 o’clock in the evening by the
Manager in charge and asked to quit
the camp by 9 o’clock.
people, they had to walk fifteen miles
to catch a bus.
port in the lorry that was available
there, but they were refused any kind
of transport.
the notice of the Hon. Minister and I
mentioned to him that the dismissal of
these men was irregular, but, in spite
of all the trouble I took, the Hon Minis-
ter has not taken any step at all to find
out particulars. I know the Hon.
Minister is rather careful about these
matters. He does go into them, but
what I want to find out is why, in this
particular case, no redress has been
given to these people. Im my opinion,

the dismissal of these people is a great

injustice.

Mr. Dahanayake: I want to point out
to the Hon. Minister that the assistance
given to the colonists or peasant allottees
18 not given in the way it should be
given. -

The Chairman:
come under Vote 2.

That matter would

Mr. Dahanayake: T am discussing it
under the Head, ‘° Land Commis-
sioner,”” because it is really part of his
work.

The Chairman: You cannot discuss
all the votes under the Head ¢ T.and
Commissioner.”” Please take it up
under;the correct vote.

And, poor

They asked for trans- #

I brought this matter to.

betweenr
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Dr. Perera: Does the Kotukachchiya
Farm come under the \-'ote-s__of the Hon.
Minister of Agriculture? Will that be
discussed under Vote 27

The Chairman: Vote 2 deals with
colonization.
Me. Dahanayake: May I know

whether this Welfare Officer will be
doing work right through the Island ov
will he be stationed in a particular
place?

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:'

The Welfare Officer under the Land
Commissioner is particularly meant to
look after the welfare of the colonists
ander the major colonization schemes
He would have to look into their grie-
vances, to make recommendations as to
how they should spend their leisure
hours, and things of that nature.

As regards the matter raised by the
hon. Member for Bingiriya (Mr. Suba-
singhe)—the conditions of the labourers
__he will find that provision for a Wei-
fare Officer is included under the Land
Development estimates. He is specially
meant for the purposes that the hon.
Member has in view, namely, to look
after the interests of the labourers them-
selves by going round and seeing that

the very necessary amenities that he
spoke of are provided.

With regard to Giritale, there is a
dispensary there.
was he

Mr. Subasinghe: When

appointed?

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
T said there is a dispensary there.

Mr. Dahanayake: I want to point out
to the Fon. Minister that the work of
the Land Commissioner in regard to
colonies is done by the various Assistant
Government Agents and not by officers
of the TLand Commissioner’s Depart-
ment. The position is that there are
frequent changes in the personnel of the
Government Agencies.
Government Agent changes from time to
time. Some Assistant Government
Agents take a great deal of interest in
the colonies, whilst others take mo in-
terest whatsoever. There are a numbes
of colonies in my electoral-area.  An
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Assistant Government Agent who was
there about three years ago used to visit
the colonies once or twice a month.
Subsequently, the Assistant Govern-
ment Agent did not visib the colonies

at all. I am not blaming the Assistant
Government Agents. They have so

much administrative work that it is not
possible for an Assistant Government -
Agent to give full attention to the needs
of the colonists. I suggest that that
work should be taken away from the
Assistant Government Agents and
placed in the hands of the Hon.
Minister and the Land Commissioner’s
Department.

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Seﬁanayake:
If the hon. Member for Galle will look
at the Estimafes, he will see that, under

Personal Emoluments, provision has
been made for ten additional Land
Officers. Tast year the number was

nine; this year we have increased the

number to nineteen. Their work will
be especially in regard to land in the
various provincial areas. They will

devote their whole time to that work.

The hon. Member for Galle made a
point that, with other work in the Kach-
cheries, the Assistant Government
Agents cannot spend sufficient time to
look after land work; that is why special
officers have been afttached to the
Kachcheries who will do this work, and
that is the reason why I am asking for

an increased number of these Land
Officers.
Mr. S. A. Silva: Will it not be

possible to make these Land Officers
responsible to the Revenue Officers?

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
The Land Officers are really responsible
1men. But it is advisable for the
Revenue Officer of an area, too, to look
into_this matter. One of his main fune-
tions is to look after the land work in a
particular area.

Mr. W. P, A. Wickremasinghe (Aku-
ressa): Would the supervisors, over-
seers, laboureres and other people b2
under the Assistant Government Agent,
the Government Agent or under the new
Land Officer whom the Hon. Minister
hasin view?
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The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
The Land Officer will also be working
under the Government Agent.

Mr, Kanagaratnam: With regard to
the Welfare Officer, the scale of salary
provided for him on page 192 is
Rs. 1,440—120—38,600. Now, this scale
has been altered to Rs. 8,000—120—
180—5,040. In Head 110, *° Commis-
gsioner of Labour,”” under the
““ Labour Welfare Branch,” you will
find the salary scale provided for a
similar post.

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
It iz not similar.

Mr. Kanagaratnam: The original scale
of salary provided under the Hou
Minister’s vote is Rs. 1,440—120—3,600.

The Hon. Mpr. Dudley Senanayake:
As T said, these officers are required not
only to look after the interests of the
labourers who are in any land coloniza-
tion or land development scheme, but
also to look after the interests of colo-
nists by providing them with various
activities to devote their leisure time to
and so on; so that a better type of
officer would be necessary.

Dr. Colvin R, de Silva: If I may say
so, to have a Welfare Officer over a
large number of schemes is, again,
sien of good aspirations, but I think it
is but right to tell the Hon. Minister
that the essence of welfare work, as
already found in factories and the like
is that the Welfare Officer is continually
available in the given locality. You are
looking at the matter from an artificial
angle of providing a certain idea and
knocking off providing the same idea.
Welfare Officers have to be on the spot
for dealing with the labourers, and so
on, continually adjusting matters and
not so much with the major matters
Therefore, T would suggest that the Hon.
Minister of Agriculture, now that he has
given his mind to this matter, will pro
vide an officer for each of the major
schemes.

Mr. S. A. Silva: May I point out to
the Hon. Minister a certain matter? An
hon Appointed Member hag'broughi o
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my notice that the Cadres Commission
Report containg the methods adopted by
Government Agents in regard to land
work. The following is @& paragraph
which appears in the Cadres Commission
Report :

‘“ Instructions have to be addressed to the
Government Agent and his detached Assistant,
but in practice he is seldom able to give much
attention to this work, which is entrusted to an
officer working under him, with the result that
the Government Agent. or detached Assistant
Government Agent becomes little more than a
post office, operating between the Tiand Com-
missioner and the officer who is doing the work
in accordance with his directions.”

5.45 .M.

If these Land Officers are made.
responsible direct to the Land Commis-
sioner, then this slow process of work
could be avoided. I am referring to the
Cadres Commission Report, page 139,
paragraph 654.

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
I wish to point out to the hon. Member
for Wellawatta-Galkissa that, while
appreciating the views submitted by him,
T want him to realize that there are colo-
nization officers on the spot in every
colony. They are also supposed to do
this welfare work., This ig an officer who
will go round and co-ordinate the work
of the various colonies.

Mr. Y. G. W. Ratnayaka (Deniyaya):
T would like to make one or two obser-
vations with regard to Land Officers.
These officers are expected to do the same
work as Additional Assistant Govern-
ment Agents. Therefore, I would like
to know whether these Land Officers
would get the same salary scale as
Additional Assistant Government Agents.

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
There is an Amendment in the salary
scale which is set out in the Legend,
bringing the salary of Land Officers into
line with the salary scale of Assistant
Government Agents.

Question, = ‘‘ That the sum of
Rs. 646,004 for Head 67, Vote No, 1,
be inserted in the Schedule ', put, and
agreed to.

Head 67, Vote 1, as amended, ordered
to'stand part of the Schedule.
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Vote No. 2.—Colonization, Land Acqui-
sition. Clearing and maintaining
Crown Lands, &c., Bs. 5,820,080.

Sub-head 1.—Assistance to Colonists and
peasant allottees, Rs. 4.,000,000.

Mp. Griffith: I wish to offer a few
comments on sub-head 1, Assistance to
Colonists and peasant allottees. 1 am
not « suggesting that the sum of
Rs. 4,000,000 is too much. I say that
in deserving cases assistance to colonists
is mecessary, provided it 1s properly
supervised.

All T really want to point out to the.
Hon. Minister is that in my District I

see a lot of these colonists, and 1 am
informed that to put up a house for these
colonists it costs Government about
Rs. 6,000, whereas in point of fact 1t
really costs about Rs. 8,000. I do not
want to suggest that something is
happening. That is what my inform-
ation amounts to, and T want the Hon.
Minister to investigate into the matter
and lst me know what is really being
done.

Mpr. Dahanayake: I want to point out
that the assistance given fo the colonists
and peasant allottees is very inadequate
and niggardly. For instance, T have
visited certain colonies in my area, and

‘I found that houses had been put up

and that those houses were without

- doors and windows for a couple of years.

In fact they were open houses. Thieves
could have entered the houses at night
very easily. Houses minus doors and
windows! Then I found that, although
some assistance had been given for the

‘eonstruction of the houses, there was no
lavatory accommodation for the colonists.
T also found that the timber that was

used for the construction of these houses
was of a very poor quality—sc poor that
within a few months you see that they
start decaying. Again I discovered that
nobody was paying any attention to the
comforts of the people who were living
in those houses. Wells were scarce.

The intention of the Government in
putting those colonists in a colony was
to see, firsfly, that they did a job of
agricultural work on the land; secondly,
to see that they lived in decent surroun-
The second aspect of the question
has been completely overlooked. "When
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T made inquiries I found that the Govern-
ment was trying to cub down expenses,
because the Government felt that they .
were spending too much on the con-
atruction of these houses. This was the
point that was mentioned by the hon.
Appointed ~ Member. We are mob
satisfied with that state of affairs.

The CGovernment must have, what I
might call, a type plan.

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
There 1is.

Mr. Dahanayake: and the Publie
Works Department should be able to
give, with absolute dceuracy, the cost
of putting up a building according to that
type plan. Then we will know how
exactly we are placed and no Assistant
Grovernment Agent will say, *° You are
spending too much on such and such a
building.”” T understand that the con-
ditions in other colonies in other parts
of the country are just the same. So
we appeal to the hon. Minister to pay
more attention in the coming year than
has been paid in the past to the living
conditions of these colonists and peasant
allottees.

Mr. K. Rajalingam (Nawalapitiya):
In my electorate, Nawalapitiya, there
are two sebtlements known as Mapa-
kanda and Dekinda. In one colony the
colonists have been living for sixteen
years and in the other for five years. 1
have myself visited those two colonies,
and I found that they were in a tho-
roughly neglected condition. I want to
lnow from the Hon. Minister whether
those colonists also will be given
assistance.

Mr. L. Rajapaksa: I wish to bring to
the notice of the Hon. Minister the
state of affairs prevailing in the Bera-
gama colony in the Hambantota
Distriet. As you know, this colony was
opened up about 12 years ago, and at
that time colonigts came from various
parts of the Hambantota District to
settle down in this colony.

Before this colony was opened up it
was a jungle infested with elephants.
These people, sold all their belongings
and came and resided and started work
in the colony. They were then pro-
mised by the Government that they
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would be given, after five years, a
house, the title deed for their allotments
and various other things.

These colonists have now made repre-
sentations to me that they have not
got their title deeds and that the
houses in this colony are not in a good
condition. I would ask the Hon. Min-
ister to look into this matter immediate-
ly and see that these colonists in the
Beragama colony are given redress. I
know that the then Minister of Agricul-
ture and Lands, the present Prime Min-
ister, took a great deal of interest in
starting this colony, but once this
colony wasg opened up and once the
colonists settled down, the promises that
were - made were not fulfilled. I
urge that these colonists should be given
their title deeds and that their houses
should be put up in a better manner.

I have received representations from
these colonists that there is no school in
the vicinity of the colony which the
children of the colonists could attend.
The children in this colony have to walk
at least four or five miles to attend
school. When 1°-went to this colony I
noticed that there was a foundation stone
laid for the building of a school, and that
was left at that.

An Hon.
promise.

Member: An election

Mr. L. Rajapaksa: I hope that the
Hon. Minister would take a note of this
and look into this matter as early as

- possible.

Mr. S. A. Silva: With regard to
assistance given to the colonists, I would
like to bring to the notice of the Hon.
Minister that in my area the allottees
are given a house by Government.
These houses are thatched with cadjan
and the allottees are expected to main-
tain them. These colonists in the
Agalawatta area were asked to plant
their allotments with coconut and jak
trees. My hon. Friend, the Appointed
Member (Mr. Griffith) will bear me out
when I say that the coconut plants n
this colony are about 12 or 13 years old
and are not bearing. These allottees
have no occupation, and as a result they
are unable to thatch their houses because
cadjan in that area cost so much as
Rs. 25 a hundred. So I would ask the
Hon.  Minister to  instruect  bhis
Department to tile these houges.
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Investigations have been made and the
clay in that area is found to be very
suitable for the manufacture of tiles. If
a tile factory is started in thig colony,
that will not only give employment to
the colonists, but these colonists will be
able to supply tiles to © all the
Giovernment-built houses.

Mr. S. Thondaman (Nuwara Eliya):
I would like to know from the Hon.
Minister whether it is the policy of Gov-
ernment not to employ colonists as
daily-paid workers when there is work to
be done in a colony. I understand the
policy is to employ outsiders while these
colonists are idling and without employ-
ment. I happened to visit the Kagama

colony where, in section 3, some of the

fields of the peasants were not cultivated
because there was no water. - And as a

result these people had no work and the

Department refused to give work be-
cause the Department entered into an
agreement with the Agricultural Corps.

All the families in section 8 were with-

out work although they were willing to
work. The family I happened to talk to
consisted of 14 members, and they
undergo hardship because they are with-
out employment. It was also brought
to my notice that there was no school
and medical facilities for these colonists.

I hope this will receive the early

attention of the Hon. Minister.

Mr. J. C. T. Kotalawela: I would like
to speak a few words in connection with
middle-class allotments. In Bandara-

wela and Badulla Districts the available.

valuable land comes under the middle-
class scheme, with the result that when-
ever Land Kachcheries are held, the
peasant who really needs the land does
not get anything.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
Which area is given to middle-class
people?

Mrp. J. C. T. Kotalawela: In Bandara-
wela and Attampitiya. That is an exten-
sion of Bandarawela. It ig outside the
Badaulla and Bandarawela towns. In
that area there are a large number of
peasants who have no land, and they are
not given any land. Some of the
estates have been given land, whereas
peasants who have no land have not been

Ry TR WU 0y 17 s . =i o T e RS L G

PR L BT N o M T FT R g e «


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

507 Appropriation Bill
[Me. J. C. T, Kotalawela. |

oiven land. I would like the Hon. Min-

ister to go into this matter and have the

middle-class scheme” serapped and land

allotted to the needy people in that area.

Mr. Wickremasinghe: = There are
certain details given in the footnote

which informs us that the assist-
ance given by the Government
is for a certain purpose. It is
very - good and we find that a

lot of help is being given to the peasant
allottees. I would suggest to the Hon.
Minister of Agriculture that, though this
assistance is given, there is very poor
supervision in those peasant allotments
with regard to the way that money is
being spent.

6.0 p.M.

I would ask the Hon. Minister to see
that the Assistant Government Agents
of all Districts make these payments
after they get reports from the various
Inspectors. Many complaints have been
made that, in cases where peasants have

been employed on work connected with -

the stopping of soil erosion, where
certain contours have been worked out,
they have to wait for months and months
to get their payments passed by the
Asggistant Government Agents. In the
meantime, when the rain comes down
and washes away certain improvements
that have been made within a month or
two, the poor people find it very diffi-
cult to prove that they actually did the
work and get their money.

I would ask the Hon., Minister to see
that supervision of this type of work is
done by an Inspector of the Department
of Agriculture who should be asked to
supply prompt reports in order to make
it easy for the poor peasants to draw
their money; and also to provide better
supervision to see that the money that
has been paid out to the peasants is
being properly utilized for improving
their allotments.

Mr. J. A. Martensz (Appointed
Member): Harking back to the question
of houses, about which we have heard
so much, the hon. Appointed Member,
Mr. Griffith, stated that he understood
that these colonists’ houses, which get

dilapidated after a short period of time, -

are estimated to cost about Ry’ 3,000,
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The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
No, no. '

Mpr. Martensz: That is the figure he
quoted, and having regard to that figure,
T wish to ask the Hon. Minister whether
he will consider something in the nature
of the ¢ Viriya ~’ houses, which are
stated to cost about Rs. 8,000, in a
modified form to suit the needs of
colonists. These will cost a good deal
less, in addition to which they will be
more durable and also light in
construction.

Mr. Cholmondeley Goonewardene:
T would like to have some information
about one or two matters. The first is
with regard to the Debt Conciliation
Ordinance. I find that no money has
been provided in the next year’'s Isti-
mates for the operation of thig
Ordinance, and I would like to know
whether the Minister intends to stop
the operation of the Ordinance, or

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
Debt Conciliation comes under a
separate Head.

Mr. Cholmondeley Goonewardene:
I see it under Vote No. 2.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
No, no.

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
Last year it was so, but this year it is
under a separate Head.

Mr. Cholmondeley Goonewardene:
Acquisition of lands for village
expansion. o

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
Debt Coneciliation comes under Head T7.

The Chairman: Yes, it comes under a
separate Head.

My, C. Vanniasingham (Kopai): 1
wish to make a few observations in
regard to the Kilinochchi colony. T
want to draw the attention of the Hon.
Minister to the fact that there is no
pasture land provided in Kilinochehi,
especially for the colonists.

The other complaint that I have to
make about the Kilinochehi colonization
scheme 18 that the construction of
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~ houses is proceeding very, very slowly.

I have seen some of these houses or
cottages that are built. They have only
one window for each house. I also un-
derstand that the Forest Department is
not co-operating with the Assistant
Government Agent in providing the
necessary timber for the construction of
these houses. In addition, this colony
has no water supply either for irrigation
or drinking purposes. I certainly feel
that these colonists ought to be assisted
in most of these matters.

Dr. Perera: May I make a few
observations before the Hon. Minister
replies?

I would like to endorse what the hon.
Member for Galle has stated to the effect
that the*money that has been provided
is not enough. We do not grudge this
money; in fact we would like it to be
more; only, we want to he sure that
this money is going into the proper
hands.

I have a letter here signed by a
number of colonists from Hathamune in
Hingurakgoda, complaining about the
houses that are being built there. The
foundations are so insecure that, after
an inspection of the colony by the Land
Commissioner; the houses were ordered
to be demolished; but the officials have
apparently subsequently changed their
minds and the people feel that they are
not quite safe in these houses. I wili
give this letter, which is signed by about

18 colonists, to the Hon. Minister with

the hope that he will go into the whole

_question.

I have a few words more to say about
this sub-head. It is very important that
the Hon. Minister should assure himself
that the money that is being set apart
is being spent in the correct way, and
that it really goes to the benefit of the
colonists.

Might T also ask him whether there is
any limitation set on the grant of money
to peasant allottees who have been
given land, not really as colonists, bt
under the L. D. O. scheme? There
have been various ecomplaints—I am
particularly thinking of the area with

which the Hon. Minister is fairly
acquainted, the Tluwana avea, where
there are small peasant allottees. The

position is that they are not getting any
help from the Government, - &ltHough Gh
6——1J. N. 13601 (3/48)
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more than' one occasion they have
petitioned the Assistant Government
Agent for help. I myself drew the
attention of the Assistant Government
Agent, but the peasants are not getting
any satisfactory help from him.

i

While talking about my own cons-
tituency, Sir,—it is rather unfortunate
—I 'would like to know what the Hon.
Minister intends to do in regard to
Knavesmire and Udagoda, because the
last time I visited these places, the
people were functioning more or less like
refugees. There is practically no acti-
vity there. The people have got the
land there, but they are finding it diffi-
cult to eke out an existence in both
Udagoda and Knavesmire. I would like
to know what the Minister proposes to
do. I also do not know whether

Urumiwela is not in the same position. .

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
That hag been blocked and given out.

Dr. Perera: I do not know whether
the people there are in a position to
make a reasonable living on that land.
I think they must be facing difficulties
there because the bad
Urumiwela is not very productive.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayaké:
Those lands are to be turned into village
gardens.

Dr. Perera: In all these circumstan-
ces, I would like the Hon. Minister to
consider this aspect. T think it is not

~ merely a question of just allocating

money, but that we must see to it that
the money is properly spent.

I would also like to get some informa-
tion from the Minister with regard to
the Kottukachchiya Farm, because the
lagst T heard about it was that it was
running at a loss—a big loss. Now that
it has been taken over

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
It has been blocked out and given to
colonists.

Dr. Perera: So the old idea of a co-
operative farm or a State farm has been
given up?

2 The Hon, Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
E8. -

rubber in-

Pl " Sl e b e
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" Dr. Perera: I see.

I would also like to have some infor-
mation from the Hon. Minister with
regard to those families that have been
transferred from the Kotmale area.
The last time I saw them in Polonnaru-
wa, it struck me that their plight was
a very sad one. They have not been
given any land and have been more or
less barracked in a big hall or something
like that. I would like the Hon. Minis-
ter to explain what the present position
is, and also how soon he will be in a
position to give those people land. As
it is, their uncertain plight is causing a
certain amount of anxiety even to their
kith and kin in Kotmale, as they do not
know what is going to be the immediate
future of their relatives.

Mr. D. B. R, Gunawardena: May I
also say a few words regarding
the construction of houses in the
different colonies? I would like to know
whether the Hon. Minister of Agriculture
and Lands is gefting these houses put
up under a system of co-ordination with

the Ministry of Works, or gives out the

work to outside contractors.

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
We do not give the work to outside
contractors.

Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena: I ask
this because we have found in the past
that some of the houses built down Anu-
radhapura way get washed away by the
rain, as they have been built with what
are called e@I® »@, ‘* moda gal ",

Mr. Dahanayake: I do not know
whether they are U.N.P. ‘ gal ’.

Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena: These are
unbaked bricks, and a shower of rain
is sufficient to pull down the whole
house.

Mr. Dahanayake: T want. to make a
few observations on the working of the
Land Redemption Ordinance. -

The Chairman: That is another sub-
head—No. 6.

Mr, Dahanayake;

: No,
sub-head 4,

o L L3
Dire bviticoils
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There have been a large number of
applicants who have asked for ths
redemption of their lands

Mr. Thondaman: I would like to speak
a few words on the working of the Food
Production (Estates) Ordinance.

The Chairman: An hon. Member
wants to speak on sub-head 3; so let
us finish sub-head 1 which has been
dealt with all this while,

Mr. Dahanayake: The L.and Redemp-
tion = Ordinance comes again under

sub-head 6.

The Chairman: The hon. Member for
Nuwara Hliya wants to speak on
sub-head 3.

Before we take up those sub-heads,
will the Hon. Minister of Agriculture
and Lands please reply on sub-head 1?

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
The Vote under ‘* Assistance to Colo-
nists and peasant allottees '’ is meant
to provide the colonists with assistance
in the construction of their houses,
sinking of wells, taking soil conservation
measures and to supply them with live-
stock, implements and planting material
free of charge.

Hitherto, Sir, it was customary for
the colonists themselves to put up
houses, and financial assistance was
given to them after they had conformed
to a particular type plan in building
their houses; but now the policy of the
Government is to put up the houses
for them. I think this procedure is
more satisfactory.

There are two types of houses that
are built in the major colonization
schemes. Those are type plan houses.
If any of the hon. Members would go
and see the houses that have recently
been put up under the major coloniz-
ation schemes, they would not feel it
necessary to criticize those houses.
The first type of house costs Rs. 8,500
including the cost of building the
latrine,

Mr, D. B. R. Gunawardena: Ts the
conglruetion work given to contractors?
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The Hon. Mpr. Dudley Senanayake: -

Noj; the houses are put up by the Land
Development Department to which I
have already referred. This Depart-
ment has been removed from the Land
Commissioner’'s Department and is
under a separate Head.

Then there are the other houses that
are put up on other colonies—for in-
stance, the colonies like those referred
to by the hon. Appointed Member, M.
Griffith, and the hon. Member for
Agalawatta. The maximum that these
houses have cost is Rs. 1,800, and
nothing like the Rs. 6,000 that the hon.
Appointed Member spoke about. The
figure, of course, varies, but the
maximum has been Rs. 1,800.

.Asg regards the point raised by the
hon. Member for Nuwara Eliya (Mr.
Thondaman), I think the work he re-
ferred to was taken on contract by the
Agricultural Corps from the Land De-
velopment Department; it was later
found impossible to cancel the contract
with the Agricultural Corps and hand
over the work to some of the colonists
on the spot——

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
The colonists themselves have their own
work.

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:

—Dbecause they have work of their own. -

Myr. Thondaman: I mentione& that

there was no water supply for the paddy
land.

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
The colonists have high land for
cultivation.

As far as the construction work was
concerned, it was not possible to cancel
the contract with the Agricultural Corps
and give the work to the colonists.

As regards the Kotmale colonists, I
think hon. Members of this House are
well aware of the circumstances that led
to the sudden removal of a number of
people from Kotmale. Those who have
visited the area—and I have had occa-
sion to visit it with the hon. Member
for Nuwara Eliya—will realize that the
people there are living under very
dangerous conditions.
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514

—Commattee

6.15 p.Mm.

The land is slipping on either side,
and the maximum number of people
who could be placed on land in Min-
neriya were rushed to the place. 1 can
assure hon. Members that in the eir-
cumstances the best available accommo-
dation has been given, andl they are
working on this land, which when

cleared, they will ultimately occupy
themselves.
I do mnot think there was any

other point

Mr. Rajalingam: The Nawalapitiya
settlements

The Hon. Mpr. Dudley Senanayake:
1 cannot say anything at the moment—

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
This is a village expansion scheme.
Land has been given out and the
people are expected to look after them-
selves. They are not colonists. A cer-
tain amount of money was given for soil
conservation work. An acre or two
acres are given in certain areas. All
the assistance they had to be given has
been given.

Mr. Bauddhasara: May I ask'on what
basis these colonization officers are
transferred? 1 have come across many
colonization officers who have been
working in a place from five to seven
years. In view of the type of work
the colonization officer does

The Chairman: We have passed that
item.

Mr. Bauddhasara: T wanted to speak
on this item, and you wanted the Minis-
ter to answer the other questions first.

item comes

We have

The Chairman: Your
under Personal emoluments.
passed that.

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
That is under Vote 1. We are now
on Vote 2.

Mr. Bauddhasara: Cannot I refer to
it under ‘* Colonization *'?

The Chairman: Colonization officers
coiné ‘uilder Vote 1—page 191.
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Mpr. Bauddhasara: With regard to the
sottlement of land in Kalagala village,
in 1938 the Government promised that
lands would be given to those villagers.
Eight to ten thousand acres were clear-
ed, but still no lands have been given
to those poor villagers. I would appeal
to the Minister to give these lands to
the villagers immediately.

Sub-head 3.—Working of the Food
Production  (Estates) Ordinance,
Rs. 70,000.

Major Oldfield: I would like to
ask the Minister whether he is in a posi-
tion to give us any information about the
Food Production (Estates) Ordinance,
intention of the
Government to continue the operation
of this Ordinance, and if so, whether it
will eontinue to be applicable to others

- as well as to tea and rubber estates.

- The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
An Amendment will be brought before
the House very soon, exempting rubber
estates. NS

Mr. Thondaman: 1 wish to know what
15 going to be the position of Inspectors

and other officials who were employed

for working this Food Production (Es-
tates) Ordinance. These men were re-
cruited during a time of emergency, and
they have done their best to improve the
food position. Are we now going to
" sucked oranges ''?
They are still on a temporary basis :
will they be absorbed into the permanent

- gervice?

The Minister told us that Government
was considering the question of provid-
g relief to the rubber industry. What
is going to be the fate of Inspectors and
other officials who are working in that
branch? I hope the Minister will do
his best to see that they are absorbed
into the permanent service.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
Payments to these officers are made from
the cess levied from the tea and rubber
estates. If owners of tea and rubber
estates would like these people to be
given employment and the cess

‘continued, we have no objectiont
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My, Thondaman: Government must

see that they are given  other
employment.
The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:

They are temporary men recruited for a
temporary purpose, paid out of a cess
imposed on tea and rubber estates.
When we give up the cess we have to
cease employing these people also.

Major Oldfield: T wunderstand that
those holding the posts of Inspectors
under this Ordinance are to be given
other jobs. What they were paid un-
der this Ordinance was extra remunera-
tion. A man from a school was inspect-
ing certain estates, and was given extra
remuneration.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
They are part-time officers.

Mr. Thondaman: There are also some
full-time officers.

Sub-head 4.—Working of the Land
Redemption Ordinance, Rs.'50,000.

Mr. Dahanayake: The Land Redemp-
tion Ordinance has operated rather
harshly on certain applicants for relief.
They have to go through certain forma-
lities, and only after those formalities
have been completed is the application
entertained for purposes of investiga-
tion. In the process of investigation the
applicant  spends  sometimes  over
Rs. 500. But at the end of it all, the
Land Commissioner, or whoever is res-
ponsible for dealing with these applica-
tions, tells the applicant that he (the
Land Commissioner) is not prepared to
purchase the land in question because,
to use ‘his own words, it is an
uneconomic unit——

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake :
An uneconomic proposition.

Mr. Dahanayake: An
unit.

uneconomic

L have come across a number of such
cases, and that is the phrase used by the
Land Commissioner,—* an uneconomic
unit: ',

I have closely inquired into two such
cases, and to my mind those propositions
did not appear to be uneconomic. It
was titerely the opinion of someone in

e R e M -



http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

Appropriation Bill

517

the Department, who had been sent to
investigate, that the proposition was
uneconomic.

“1 sent up a case in reference to which
I said that there were so many coconut
trees, jak trees,
plantations. How that property could
have been considered uneconomic passes
my comprehension. The applicant who
came to me suggested that there had
been something not altogether desirable
in regard to the decision of the officer
that the proposition was uneconomic.
The applicant suggested to me that that
particular investigating officer had been
influenced by the other party.

I am not making that allegation, but

I would like the Minister to give us some
assurance that, if the proposition 1is
found to be uneconomiec, the discovery
should be made early in the investigation
so as to avoid unnecessary expenditure
by the applicant.

Today, a large number of applicants
who have been disappointed after their
long run, or chase, for their lands are
full of discontent, and keep on asking
us what is the meaning of an Ordinance
which makés them spend Rs. 500 and
gives them no return in the end. .

In a case like that T made an appeal
to the Minister. He was unable to give
any help because the statute lays it down
that that particular officer is the final
authority on the matter. In spite of that
provision in the statute, I would request
the Minister to go into the question care-
fully with the authorities concerned, so
that unnecessary expenditure and trouble
and inconvenience may be eliminated.

Sub-head 6.—Administration of Estates
acquired for Village Exzpansion and
under the Land Redemption Ordin-
ance (Token Vote), Rs. 100.

Major Oldfield: Under sub-head 6,
can the Minister give us any information
as to what he proposes to do with regard
to the administration of estates which
have been acquired for village expansion?
There have been from time to time arti-
cles in the Press which expose the most

deplorable conditions with regard to
some of the estates acquired by
Government.

We are well aware that the manage-
ment of these estates has been in some
cases vested in Civil Servants and others

who have no knowledge" s¢lidteverooel
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estate management. 1 am not blaming
the Civil Servants. 1t is outside their
line and it is unfair to expect them: to be
in a position to manage estates efficiently.

There have been one or two very bad
examples published in the Press, of the
mismanagement of estates. What does
the Minister propose to do to appoint
efficient administrators to run these
Government estates?

Mpr. Subasinghe: Despite all the good
intentions of the Minister, one point that
strikes me about the Land Redemption
Ordinance is the inordinate delay in
dealing with applications for relief.
Can the Minister tell us how many
applications have been received so far,

since the Ordinance came into force

and how many have been dealt with
or disposed of?

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
As regards the operation of the Land Re-
demption Ordinance, the hon. Member
for Bingiriya is in a position to obtain
those figures very easily!

Five thousand applications have been
received, and two thousand of those
applications had to be rejected because
they did not come within the terms of
the Ordinance. Some of the applicants
were unaware of the exact nature of
cases that could apply for relief, and
half the number out of the total applic-
ations received did not come within the
scope of the Ordinance

Dr. Perera: How are they to know?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
They must have been owners of
undivided shares. '

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:

For that and similar reasons.

1t is difficult, 1 admit, for the applic-
ants to know, but there was no way of
telling them exactly what type of lands
come within the scope of the Ordinance.
There are so many sections in tha
Ordinance, and one cannot explain the
terms of every section to the people, nor
can one tell everybody concerned which
type of lands came under the Ordinance.
Tivery one of those 2,000 applications
had to be serutinized carefully before
theylavere rejected.

< ercn
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[Hon. Mr, Dudley Senanayalke. ]

‘There were appeals by the applicants
against the rejection, Lawyers
appeared for them, and they were
heard.

Apart from that, there were certain
defects in the Ordinance which had io
be remedied, and an Amending Ordin-
ance came into force only in 1947.
Therefore this Ordinance has been

working effectively for only one year..

Work has now been speeded up, and I
am certain that in the near future,
when the public comes to know the ex-
tent to which procedure has been
speeded up, many more applicants will
_be receiving relief,

As regards the point raised by the
hon, Member for Galle, I wish to tell
him that, in cases where an application
is rejected at a late stage, the expenses
incurred by the applicant are refunded
—the whole expenditure

Mr. Dahanayake: Is that so? All the
expenditure?

Dr. Perera: At what stage?

Mr. Dahanayake: The cost of obtain-
g copies of deeds, and so on?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
Not the cost of perfecting his title!

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
The deposits and various other sums
are returned.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
Expenditure on valuation,

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake :
The fees paid to his lawyers, and the
cost of copies of ftitle deeds, are not

refunded.

The Chairman: The cost of perfecting
his own title is not refunded.

Mr. Dahanayake: The applicant is
misled all along the way. He spends
about Rs. 500; he blames the M. P he
blames the Minister and everybody else.

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
What does the hon. Member suggest as
& remedy? At the earliest opportunity
the officer administering the "Ordinance
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rejects an application which cannot be
entertained. Sometimes the applicant
incurs some expenditure in perfecting
his title. Does the hon. Member sug-
gest that in every case the Government
should refund the expenses? It is very
difficult

Dr. Perera: Is there no means of
giving prior information to the appli-
cant about the limitations of the
Ordinance?

The Chairman: All applications are
made through lawyers, who go through
the title.

Dr. Perera: Some of them do not go
through lawyers.

The Hon., Mr.
terms are published.

Jayewardena: The

6.30 p.M.

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
The hon. Appointed Member (Major
Oldfield) referred to the administration
of the estates acquired for village
expansion. .

The procedure at the present moment
i8 much more satisfactory than it was
in the past. Hitherto these estates
were administered by the local Kach-
cheri, with a Superintendent on the
spot, who was under the control of the
Kachcheri. Now, apart from estates
that have been blocked out and given
out to peasants, the large estates, which
are to be worked on co-operative lines,
come under a Visiting Superintendent,
who is a recognized planter of the area.
This Visiting Superintendent works
directly under the Land Commissioner,
and the Land Commissioner himself
has set up, and is setting up, organiz-
ations, modelled on the agency system
of the firms in Colombo, to manage this
business.

The Chairman: Will the Hon. Minis-
ter now move his Amendment?

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
I move, ** That the Vote be reduced by
Rs. 1,000,000 in respect of sub-head 7 .

Question put, and agreed. to.

The Hon. Mr. D, S. Senanayake:
There is one thing T wish to mention,
Mr. Chairman, with regard to the Land
Ordinance. When this

_§
E
i
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Ordinance was introduced, the price of
land was low. Now they have appre-
ciated to such an extent that I am in-
clined to think it would be in the interests
of the people not to redeem these lands
for a little while longer. Today the value
~ of land is so high that one would feel
reluctant to ask these people to buy those
lands at the enhanced rates. ILand had
been sold at cheap rates; according to
the Ordinance, the market value of the
day has got to be paid by these people.

Mr. Dahanayake: The market value
of today?

The Hon. Mr., D. S. Senanayake:
Yes.

Dr. Perera: But the trouble is that
some time later they may not have the
money at all. However, I quite see
the point made by the Hon. Minister.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
That is the trouble now.

Mr. Dahanayake: But let us take the
case of the person who is very keen on
getting back perhaps what is his an-
cestral property. Or perhaps he has no
land whatever, and he wants his paddy
fields back. Is that an uneconomic
proposition?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
I am only saying that it is not worth it.

Dr. Perera: I have to make an obser-
vation on sub-head 6, Mr. Chairman.

The Chairman: We have now finished
sub-head 7.

Dr. Perera: I would like the Hon.
Minister to give us some figures about
that farm at Nuwara Eliya

An Hon. Member: Bopatalawa?

Dr, Perera: Not a farm, T am talking
of the coconut estate that has been pur-
chased in the Nuwara Eliya district. I
am sorry, it is at Maha Oya, in the
Kandy district. That is being run at a
big loss

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
Now there is no losg on any, estate.
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Dr. Perera: But this is worked on a
token vote. My fear is that we do not
know how much money has been lost.
What does it cost the Government as &
result of this loss? A number of these
estates are being run at a loss.

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
It is possible that there were losses origi-
nally in respect of one or two estates,
but the others were run at a profit. But
I wish to say that at the present
moment all are being run at a profit.

Dr. Perera: Fven Maha Oya Estate?

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
Including that.

Question, ‘‘ That the sum ¢f
5,020,080 for Head 67, Vote No. 2

be inserted in the Schedule *’, put, and
agreed to.
Head 67, Vote 2, as amended,

ordered to stand part of the Schedule.

Head 68.—Land Settlement Department

Vote No. 1.—Salaries and Expenses of
the Land Settlement Department
Rs. 683,799.

Dr. Perera: With regard to the L-and
Settlement Department, there is still
some settlement work going on in my
area, Mr. Chairman.

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
Settlement work in respect of a number
of applicants is still going on.

Question, ‘‘ That the sum of
Rs. 683,799 for Head 68, Vote No. 1,
be inserted in the Schedule , put, and
agreed to.

Head 68, Vote 1,
part of the Schedule.

ordered to stand

Head 69.—Department of Meteorology

Vote No. 1.—Salaries and Expenses of
the Department of Meteorology,
Rs. 539,824

Dr. Perera: I would like to ask a few
questions, Mr. Chairman. I find that
the Hon. Minister has increased the
number of Observers, and created a new
eategoty called ** Assistant Observers’,
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The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
In the Obseryatory?

Dr. Perera: Yes, in the Department of
Meteorology.

« While the Hon. Minister is at it, could
he nof give us some information with
regard to sub-head 9, * Scholarships and
Training Courses ’'?

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
The extension of civil aviation activities
has made it necessary to extend the
scope of the activities of this. Depart-
ment, which will be very important for
the supply of data for purposes of civil
aviation. Therefore, it was necessary to
enlarge the staff.

As regards scholarships and training
courses, 2 Technical Assistants have al-

ready gone on scholarship for a training

in weather-forecasting. IFour others will
1949. On their return, the

at Negombo, will be taken over by this
Department.

Dr. Perera: Are these scholarships
awarded by the Public Service Commis-
sion or by the Department?

‘The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
By the Department.

Dr. Perera: Are they men of the
Service or are they going to be recruited
from outside?

The Hon. Mr. Dudlej Senanayake:
I am not in a position to give that
information off-hand.

Dr. Perera: The Hon. Minister could
ask his Permanent Secretary who is
present. ;

_Thé Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:

They are recruited from outside.

Question,  ““ That ~ the sum of
Rs. 539,824 for Head 69, Vote No. i;
be inserted in the Schedule,”’ put, and
agreed to,

- Head 69, Vote 1, ordered. to stand
part of the Schedule.
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Head 70.-——Survey Department

Vote No. 1.—Salaries and Expenses of
the Swrvey Department. Rs. 6,406,847.

Dr. Perera: There is a point, Sir,
which I wished to raise yesterday. I
wanted to raise this point under the .
Head, ‘° Minister of Finance ', but you -
suggested, Mr. Chairman, that I should
raise it under °° Survey Department .

I refer to the position of the Surveyors’
Association. The financial position of
this Association is fairly satisfactory,
and I think they have a large sum of
money lying to their credit. The only
difficulty arose when the Association
wanted to invite the _Press to their
Annual General Meeting. Permission
was sought for this purpose, but the sug-
gestion was turned down. It seems to
me that this is rather discriminatory
treatment because other associations
have not been deprived of the privilege
of inviting the Press to attend their
conferences. ‘

There is one more point with regard
to that Association. There has been a
complaint that the Head of the De-
partment has not been considerate
enough with regard to the officer second-
ed for‘the purpose of doing work in that
Association. The Hon. Minister is per-
haps aware that some officers are se-
conded for service for such purposes.
There has been some difficulty with re-
gard to the secondment of this parti-
cular officer. Will the Hon. Minister
consider the representations made by
the Association, discuss matters with the
Association, and come to some reason-
able settlement?

Mr. Dahanayake: There are -a few
hundred Survey labourers, who had
served in the Departent under various
Gox‘rernment Surveyors for very lengthy
periods, like 15 to 20 yvears, who have
no work now. When they apply for
work they are asked to wait #ill work is
available. T think the Department is in
full sSwWing now, and that all these long- -
standing labourers ‘should be given work.
I would like the Hon. Minister to give
me that assurance. &

The Hon. Mpy. Dudley Senanayake:
As regards the first point raised by the
hon. Member for Ruwanwella, this is the
first timenthat T hearqd of the matter
I shall ‘inquire into it Ry

"
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As regards the representations of the
Surveyors’ Association, some of the re-
presentatives saw me personally and dis-
cussed many of the matters that they
wanted rectified. This particular mat-
ter was discussed at length. The diffi-
culty is this. An officer is allowed to
be more or less seconded as Secretary
- of this Association for some specific
length of time. But the difficulty was
that this particular officer was holding
that office over and over again. Conse-
quently he would lose touch with his
own work.

Dr. Perera: T hope some adjustment
could be made if the Hon. Minister will
reconsider the matter.

. The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:

With regard to the point raised by the
hon. Member for Galle, most of the Sur-
vey labourers are engaged on the spot
when the Surveyors go out on survey
parties, and their work is consequently
of a temporary nature. It is not pos-
sible to give such labourers permanent
employment.

Mr. Dahanayake: Some of these
labourers have served for ten to fifteen
years. I have pointed out time and
again that after a man has served for
fifteen years he cannot surely be called
a temporary hand.

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
Were they in continuous service?

My, Dahanayake: Yes.

Dr. Perera: The point is that, origin-
ally, they were recruited from time to
time from various places. I have noticed
that there is more or less a concentra-
tion of Survey labourers in the Gampaha
area. The hon. Member for Gampaha
will bear me out, I think. A large
number of Survey labourers are concen-
trated in that area. These labourers
have got some sort of working sheet,
which shows that they have been working
in these Survey parties fairly regularly.

As a matter of faet, I think the
" Survey Labourers’ Association has
placed this matter before the Depart-
ment and has asked for pay during

7——J. N. 13601 (3/48)
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recess time. The Hon. Minister is aware
that most of the Surveyors do a period
of work, say nine months in the field,
and for three months thereafter they go
on recess. During that period of recess
these labourers do not get any pay.
While the Surveyors are in camp at
Diyatalawa, the poor labourers are left
without work. I think the proposal has
already been made by the Survey
Labourers’ Association that the question
of payment to them during recess time
should be considered. They could be
some sort of stand-by labourers. I think
the position of these labourers should be
regularized. About 3,000 to 4,000
labourers are involved.

The Chairman: Will the Hon. Minis-
ter now move the Amendment appearing
in his name? ;

Sub-head 1.—Personal Emoluments,
Fs. 2,699,489.

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
I move, ‘° That the Vote be increased
by Rs. 4,080 in respect of sub-head 1,
New item ° Assistant Superintendent
of Surveys > ”’

This amount is to meet the salary of
an additional Assistant Superintendent
of BSurveys. The cadre has been
increased from 20 to 21 to relieve con-
gestion and to facilitate the grant of
leave to officers.

Question put, and agreed to.

Sub-head 3.—Stationery, Office furni-
ture and Office requisites, Rs. 30,000. .

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
I move, ‘° That the Vote be increased
by Rs. 10,000 in respect of sub-head 3 ™.

Question put, and agreed to.

Sub-head 8.—Purchase and maintenance
of instruments, stores, dc., and
maintenance of printing machines,
Rs. 250,000.

Dr. Perera: I would like to have some
information about this sub-head, because
there is an increase of about a lakh of
rupees. I do not know whether the
Hon. Minister is importing any new
printing machines. Does ~ the Survey
Department provide all the lithographie
printing?
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The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
Rs. 90,000 covers the following items:

Repairs and mainterance fo old lithographic
printing machines.

Repairs and replacemenfs of parts in respect
of machines purchased from the surplus Service
stores;

Repairs
instruments,
instruments ;

Increase in the
ordered ;

Higher cost of labour;

replacements of
theodolites, and

and Purvey

levelling

cost of factory material

Furniture for two surveyors' holiday quarters
and circuit bungalows.

Dr. Perera: That is the point 1 was
making. The Surveyors are given
special comfort during their holidays,
but during this period there is no work
or pay for the poor labourers.

The Chairman: Is there any other
sub-head on which hon. Members wish
to make observations?

Sub-head 17.—Advance account for the
purchase and re-sale of the Ewmpire
Survey Review (token vote), Rs. 10.

Dr. Perera: With regard to sub-head
17, may I know what is the real purpose
of asking for this advance token vote?

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
This is for technical publications, copies
of which are purchased at 3s. 6d. each
and sold to Surveyors. That is why
this advance token vote is asked for.

Dr. Perera: Is there no means of
recovering the money?

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
We recover the money from the
Surveyors.

Sub-head 19.—Purchase of Depart-
mental vehicles, Rs. 25,500.

Dr. Perera: There is a new item,
Mr. Chairman.—‘‘ Purchase of Depart-
mental vehicles "'—for which a provision
of Rs. 25,500 is sought. May I have
some information about thig item?

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
This is for the purchase of jeeps, for
Surveyors who are out in the field.

Dr. Perera: This is like a disease:
everybody wants jeeps!
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The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
Hon. Members are aware in what re-
mote areas these Surveyors have to
work. This amount is for the purchase
of jeeps for the Surveyors.

The Hon. Mr. Goonesinha: You can
even sleep in a jeep.

Question, “That the sum of
Rs. 6,419,519 for Head 70, Vote No. 1,
be inserted in the Schedule ', put, and
agreed to.

Head 70, Vofe 1, as amended, ordered
to stand part of the Schedule.

Head 71.—Department of Agriculture
Vote No. 1.—Salaries and Hxpenses of

the Department of Agriculture,
including  cost  of  Agricultural
Education, d&c., Rs. 14,970,542.

Sub-head 1.—Personal
Rs. 1,953,259.

Emoluments,

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
I move, “* That the Vote be increased by

Rs. 1,680 in respect of sub-head 1,
New item ‘ Lecturer in- Household
Management * ”’.

Question put, and agreed to.

Mr. Thondaman: I would like to bring
to the notice of the Hon. Minister that
valuable agricultural machinery at Maha
Illuppalama Farm and other farms are
almost neglected. When I happened to
visit Maha Illuppalama Farm, all fhis
valuable madchinery was more or less
uncared for. 1 have seen it in open
spaces, not properly stored away. It
had not even been cleaned up after use.
That is the condition in which this
machinery is kept at that farm.

6.45 p.m.

I also happened to visit the Hingu-
rakgoda Farm, where T must say things
are looked after very well, but the
machinery was stored in cadjan, sheds—
valuable machinery on which we have
invested so much money—and that
might cause damage. There was also
some machinery there which had been
imported before the war and not used:
1t is lying idle there, and T do not know

whether it will be used, or whether .

Government proposes to. sell it.

The other matter is about the Direc-
tor of Agriculture arbitrarily reducing
the running expenditure of a State
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Farm; whether the State Farm is run
at a loss or profit, he does not take into
consideration, but just says, *° Cut your
running expenses by 50 per cent. '’, and
by the time the 50 per cent, cut is im-
posed, about 40 per cent. of the money
has already been spent. As a result,
even developed and revenue-producing
areas have to be abandoned -and a num-
ber of labourers discontinued. This has
created  great  hardship to  the
workers.

Another point is, these State Farm
workers are not given a minimum num-
ber of working days, and, as a result,
they find.it very difficult to make a
living. I trust this matter will receive
the attention of the Ministry.

Major Oldfield: I would like to remind
the Hon. Minister once again that the
Veterinary Section of the Agricultural
Department should constitute a separate
Department altogether. I referred to
this matter in my speech on the Second
Reading, and I think it is generally
acknowledged that the Director of Agri-
culture has his hands full with agricul-
tural matters without having to be
bothered with the Veterinary Service.
I do submit that a separate Department
for the Veterinary Service and for
Animal Husbandry would be of
advantage to the TIsland.

" Mr. Kumaraswamy: I wish to speak
on another sub-head

The Chairman: You can speak on any
sub-head.

Dr. Perera:
Emoluments.

No, on Personal

The Chairman: The hon. Member for
Nuwara Eliva (Mr. Thondaman) spoke
on Sub-heads 20 and 22.

Dr. Perera: I am speaking on Sub-
head 1 at the moment, on a rather im-
portant point from my point of view.
The Hon. Minister hag, I think, an agri-
cultural engineer recruited on agreement
for a period of years. T think also that
that officer’s period of agreement is due
to lapse soon. I do not know whether
the Hon. Minister intends to re-enter
into a fresh agreement. But I would
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urge that since we have got, to the best
of my knowledge, a Ceylonese, perhaps
more qualified than the imported officer,
the Minister would do well to consider
the matter afresh. My information is
that this particular officer whom you
have recruited on temporary agreement
is not qualified really, and we have a
much more qualified man who has had,
to the best of my knowledge, about ten
or twelve years’ experience on particular
machinery, on the mechanical side of
engineering—a very intelligent, not only
intelligent, but a fairly enthusiastic
young man. :

T have confidence in the Minister that
he will look into the matter and see that
this young man is not- side-tracked and
made to feel that he is really not want-
ed. We have had that unfortunate ex-
perience in the TIrrigation Department,
as you know. A very valuable officer
has been completely side-tracked, and
we are running the risk of losing his
services completely; his services have
not been utilized to the full. I hope
that will at least be avoided in this
particular case.

Mr. Dahanayake: Might I speak on
Sub-head 4?

The Chairman: We are on Sub-
head 1 still.

Mr. Cholmondeley Goonewardene:
I would like to know whether the Min-
ister is taking steps to fill the vacancy
created by the departure of the special-
ist in animal husbandry on the pro-
duction side. I hope there is no inten-
tion of getting down that Livestock
Officer who was sent to Australia

Mr. Dahanayake: Who

Australia.

went to

Mr. Cholmondeley Goonewardene: His
only task would be to kill the animals
and furnish no accounts.

Mr. Kumaraswamy: I would like to
bring to the notice of the Hon. Minister
the urgent necessity of establishing ar
Agricultural School in the Xarachchi
area, because, for most of the people
in the Jaffna area, Karachchi is the back-
ground for agriculture. If they are

=
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[ Mr. Kumaraswamy. |
trained there, they would be more
useful to the people of that particular
area rather than if they are trained at
Peradeniya or some other hilly district.
The climate of -such places is not the
same as that of the Northern Province.

Again, for a long time I have heen
trying to induce the Department of
Agriculture to establish an experimen-
tal farm at a place called Urumpirai for
growing vegetables and fruits, parti-
cularly for mangoes. But the usual
reply, that the matter is under consider-
ation, or that the matter is receiving
attention, is sent, and nothing is done.
I say it will be very profitable to the
Department of Agriculture and to the
peasants in my area if an experimental
farm is started at Urumpirai.

‘With regard to the officers of the
Agricultural Department, I must say A&
few words. They are undergoing great
hardship owing to the lack of living
space and office space. They are now

housed in semi-permanent buildings at-

Kilinochehi, with the result that the
efficiency of the work suffers. I
earnestly request the Hon. Minister to
build headquarters for the Agricultural
Staff at Kilinochehi.

Major Oldfield: Under Sub-head 4 T

would like to draw the Minister’s
attention
The Chairman: We might finish

Sub-head 1.

Mr. Dahanayake: That is finished
now. -

b

The Chairman: Yes, Sub-head 4.

~ Major Oldfield: On page 207, under
** Other trials and Demonstrations *’, re-
ference is made to the Pyrethrum and
Cinchona trials. Tt is only a small vote.
Why I raise this matter is because I
would like to know what is happening
in regard to cinchona cultivation. In
‘the 1947-48 Estimates there was g sum
of Rs. 150,000 included in the TLoan

Scheme, but in the present HEstimates
that has been deleted, which would

suggest that nothing is being done in
regard to cinchona cultivation during tha
current year,
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The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
Under the Loan Sch_en__le‘.‘

Major Oldfield: Item 63 under the

Loan Scheme in the Estimates of
1947-48, a Vote of Rs. 150,000. That
does not appear in the 1948-49

Estimates, which would suggest tha

nothing is being done with re-
gard to cinchona cultivation - dur-
Ing the current year. In addition

to that, we find that the Quinine Fac-
tory has stopped functioning. Are we
going on with the
cinchona whilst we find it impossible to
manufacture quinine out of the bark?

Mr. Dahanayake: It is a matter of
regret that the Vote under Sub-head 4

for *° Maintenance, development and
extension of agricultural and animal

husbandry stations and experiments **,
has been reduced from Rs. 7,000,000 to
Rs. 6,500,000. We really expected an
increase under this Sub-head. Tt js
with the money provided under this
Sub-head that the various major and
minor agricultural stations and the de-
monstration stations are maintained.
As a result of a 20 per cent. cut in this
Vote, as a result of an estimated under-
expenditure of 20 per cent., a large
number of labourers who were working
in these minor stations, T believe, had
to be, for temporary periods, disconti-
nued from work. T am glad that as
soon as that matter was reported to the
Minister, he took immediate steps to
grant whatever relief was possible to the
labourers. T hope that, as a result of
the reduction in this Vote, there will not
be a repetition of what took place in
the past year in regard to the
diseontinuance of permanent labour ab
these stations.

There is another point T wish to

make, that is, that we want the work

i regard to animal husbandry to be
more progressive and to expand far
more than it has done in recent years.
Anyone who visits these farms will
realize that a fair amount of work has
been done, but that more remains o
be done. TFor instance, I would refer to
the minor station in my area—the
Labuduwa Farm—which today supplies
the Galle hospital with only one-eighth
of its requirements of milk. There is
no reason why that particular farm

cultivation of
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should not be developed into a first-rate
dairy, capable of supplying the milk
necessary for all the Government
institutions in the town of Galle.

Similarly, there can be progress and
expansion in regard to the other farms.
I feel, for instance, that the production
of butter should be carried out in these

Appropriation Bill

various farms and a serious effort
made to produce as much butter
as the country needs. Today large

sums of money are being sent across
to Australia for our butter. If
Australia can turn out good butter,
there is no reason whatever why
Ceylon cannot turn out better butter
and cheaper butter. I mention this
because butter began to be very exten-
sively used during the years of the war,
when, as a result of the rice ration,
more and more people turned to bread
as their staple diet. A serious effort
should be made even to have a butter
factory in one of these farms like
Ambawela or Bopatalawa.

You will see that only Rs. 6,500,000
18 seb apart for the running of a large
number of major stations like the
animal husbandry stations at Polon-
naruwa, Kilinochchi, and Ridiyagama
Cattle Farm, and the minor stations,
like Horana, Pasyala, and Labuduwa,
I ask whether all this work can be done
with this small amount of money, and
whether the Department has seriously
considered the question of making these
stations more useful than they have
been in the past.

7.0 p.M.

Mr. Cholmondeley Goonewardene:
" Just one or two remarks with regard to
the labourers’ cottages at the Ambawela
and Bopatalawa farms. T understand
that they are in a very insanitary
state.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
Some of the best.

Mr. Cholmondeley Goonewardene:
From their point of view. They say
that the houses are very damp.

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
First-class.

Cholmondeley Goonewardene:
There have heen

Mr. .
The roofs are leaking.
complaints made.
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The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: That is
at Kataragama. '

—Committee

Mr. Cholmondeley Goonewardene:
I understand that the former expert on
animal husbandry had reported  that
the ratio of animals to grass fields
available in a particular district was too
high. Is that statement correct?

Mr. Dahanayake: I missed one point
under sub-head 4. There is a thing
called ““ Lilium Longiflorum *’. Is that
the name of a pretty lass?

Mr. Thondaman: I would like o know
from the Hon. Minister whether it is
the policy of the Government to sell

- heifer calves from the State farms to

the public. In fact, when I wanted to
purchase a heifer calf, I was told that
I must apply to the Director of Agri-
culture. But when I applied to him I
was told that T must get permission from
the Permanent Secretary to the Min-
ister of Agriculture and Lands. When
I applied to him I was told that my
application must come through the
Director of Agriculture. I had to apply
again to the Director of Agriculture. I
am now told that the matter is receiv-
ing attention. I would like some
clarification of the point.

- Mr. K. Kumaravelu (Kotagala): I
move, ‘‘ That the Vote be reduced by
Rs. 10 in respect of sub-head 4 '’.

I want to inform the Hon. Minister
that the cattle population in my consti-
tuency has dwindled to half from what
it was about 10 years ago. This was
due to the fact that the pasture grounds
at Bopatalawa were lost to the cattle
when the Government took the place
over for a farm. Now all the cattle
have to be taken to Uva, a distance of
nearly 50 miles. I want to know
whether the Hon. Minister will consider

- reserving a portion of the large acreage

of the Bopatalawa Farm for private
cattle to graze.

Major Oldfield: Could the Hon.
Minister tell me where I could tind a
complete list of the minor and major
experimental stations and also the situ-
ation of such stations? As far as I kriow
there s mothing of the sort published.
Arid when one sometimes finds a dairy
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[Major Oldfield. ]
or a farm station which 1s very
interesting, mnobody seems to know

anything about it.

Dr. Perera: I move, ** That the Vote
be reduced by Rs. 100 in respect of
sub-head 4 .

There is a dairy in my constituency—
the Undugoda dairy. Unfortunately
the baby has been passed on to me.
It is a place with buildings and no
- animals.

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
We are waiting for the P. W. D. pump.

Dp. Perera: 1 am sorry for the officer
here. He is a very enthusiastic man
and is very anxious to do something.
The poor chap is just warming his seat
there.

I am very sorry; this is a part of my
parish pump. But I would appeal to
the Hon. Minister to have a seed store
here. In the whole of the Ruwanwella
constituency there is no seed store. 1T
would like you to have a place where
we could get some pure line paddy for
the whole of the area. I raised this
matter in the District Agricultural Com-
mittee and also with the Assistant
Government Agent. He promised to
look into it. But nothing has happened
so far.

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
As T said in my speech on the Second
Reading of the Appropriation Bill, in
future this Department will be called
upon to concentrate on certain very
necessary activities. One is the ques-
tion of raising the yield of paddy, which
hon. Members have raised time and
again on the Floor of the House; the
other is the question of animal
husbandry. The Department will also
concentrate on certain other crops that
can be grown in this country, parti-
cularly those that I mentioned during
the Second Reading
sugar-cane, and so on.

1 am mentioning this because the
Director has complained that, with the
opening of a number of farms all over,
administration as well as concentration
on these particular activities becomes
physically impossible in view of his small
staff. - So that the opening up of extra
farms will have to be very carefully

0

number of

e
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The hon. Member for Nuwara Eliya
raised a question about machinery and
particularly about Maha TIlluppalama.
Certain experiments on the suitability of
mechanized cultivation and applicability
of machinery are being conducted there.
I am sorry to hear that the machinery is
not being housed properly. I shall
certainly have that matter looked into.

As regards the separation of the
Veterinary and Agricultural activities,
these two departments were separate in
the past. I think it was about six years
ago that the activities were amalgamat-
ed. As hon. Members will realize that
animal husbandry and other agricultural
activities go together, it is very difficult
to separate the two. The Veterinary
Surgeons have asked for an interview,

and a deputation from their association

is coming to see me to make representa-
tions on this matter sometime this
month, and I will be considering the
question. But I do not know whether a
change is advisable, in view of the fact
that these departments were amalga-
mated only six years ago after considering
the desirability of doing so. Perhaps the
Hon. Prime Minister will be able to say
why the amalgamation was effected. I
was effected during hig time. '

As regards the Agricultural Engineer,
it is true—and I am glad to say it—that
we have a very highly qualified Ceylonese
who has very recently returned from
abroad. But I would like hon. Members
to bear in mind, when they condemn the
Mechanical Engineer who was in the
Department and who is still there, that
he, too, has a great amount of experience
and is a very capable Engineer. He
was brought out on a 3-year contract and
that agreement has been extended. But
he is on leave at the present moment.

Dr. Perera: Has the term been
extended? :
The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
But I wish to mention this to hon.
Members, that the Ceylonese Engineer is

acting at the moment and that the exten- =
_ sion of the contract of the Mechancial =
Engineer does mnot prevent the acting
engineer from assuming duties after a
period of probation if he is found to be
satisfactory. Apart from his academic
qualifications he has practical training

as well.

536

We can, with three months’
notice, terminate the contract of theﬂ

SRS SR
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Mechanical IEngineer, especially if the
acting man is found to be satisfactory,

~and I have no doubt that he will be. He
is a highly qualified Engineer. I do not
anticipate any difficulty about that
matter.

The hon. Member for Galle complained
of a reduction. Over and over again hon.
Members have been erying out about the
losses on farms and various matters, and
I have been criticized during the last
Committee stage of the Budget. The
hion. Member for Galle himself got up and
quoted at length from the Report of the
Auditor-General and brought that matter
to the notice of the House. I may say
that an endeavour has been made to cut
down expenditure to a minimum while
not interfering with the essential activi-
ties of the Department and naturally a
certain decrease has resulted in that
"process and I think I ought to be
congratulated for that and not criticized.

"Mr. Dahanayake: These

are your
animal husbandry stations.

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
The hon. Member criticized these very
stations on the last occasion.

As regards the cottages at Bopatalawa,
I am surprised at what the hon. Member
for Kalutara had to say. I do not think
these cottages will ever be found to, be
unsatisfactory. I would like hon. Mem-
bers to go and see the cottages for
themselves. I think very few labourers
anywhere in Ceylon have such cottages.

As regards the Labuduwa Farm and
its extension, the hon. Member is
wrong. He knows that the matter i3
being considered. I have written to
him . that the Agricultural Department
is looking into the suggestions made by
him.

Mr. Dahanayake: What about butter?

The Hon. Mr.
It is being made.

Dudley Senanayake:

Mr. Dahanayake: A small quantity.
Can I buy Bopatalawa butter?

Dr. Perera: The ecriticism is made
that the butter produced from the total
number of—
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The Chairman: A consignment will
be sent to the hon. Member every .
month.

Mr. Dahanayake: Can I get my needs
of butter from Bopatalawa‘?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake_: 3
Yes, we will give you.

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
The specialist in animal husbandry—
Mr. Turbet—has gone. He was a very
capable officer. 1 think the very satis-
factory state of affairs at Bopatalawa
and Ambawela was entirely due to his
efforts and hig capability, andT am very
sorry we lost him. It was due to the
fact that the conditions offered by mus
when revising the contract were not
satisfactory to him. We went to the .
utmost limit we could in increasing his
salary. But he did not find that satis-
factory, and it is our intention to geb
out some other person to fill that post.
There is also one of the departmental
scholars who is undergoing a course of
training, and he himself before long will
be able to assume duties.

Mr,
Lilium?

Dahanayake: Who is Miss

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
Lilium Longiflorum is not a damsel as
pointed out by the hon. Member for
Galle. TIf it was a trial of a damsel, I
would invite the hon. Member for Galle
to partake in that trial. But this is
merely a particular type of lily with
which trials are being conducted.

Mr. Kumaraswamy: The Hon. Minis-
ter conveniently forgets my questions.

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
The hon. Member has reminded me
about the opening of farms or experi-
mental stations in a particular ares.
At this moment I cannot say that T can
open an experimental station in the
area mentioned. I will certainly give
all consideration to the proposal.

Mr. Kumaraswamy: Karachehi.

The Hon. Mr. D, S. Senanayake.
As a matter of fact there is an extent
of about 9,000 acres reserved for a farn:
notivery far from Kilinochehi of which
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[Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayalke.]
3,000 acres have been opened up. The
next step is the increasing of the cattle
population. The rest of the land will
be opened up.

Mr. Kumaraswamy: The Hon. Minis-
ter has misunderstood me and not
answered my question.

Major Oldfield: The Hon. Minister
has not answered my question abous
cinchona, j

The Hon: Mr. Dudley Senanayake:

There was a station at Masena, and that

station had to be closed down. We ave
merely carrying out trials at Boralande

at the present moment.

- Dr. Perera: Masena cost a lot of

money.

The Hon. Myr. D. S. Senanayake:
It has been converted into a tea estate.

Mr. Thondaman: My question has
not been answered.

7.15 p.Mm.

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
I cannot understand the difficulty, be-
cause the complaint of the Director has
been that he has found it difficult to
find buyers. He has an excess of male
animals on these farms, but he is find-
ing it difficult to get rid of them. T
shall certainly look into the matter.

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:

I move,—

" That the Vote be increased by
Rs. 25,000 in respect of sub-head 6. '

Question put, and agreed to.

- Mr. Kumaraswamy: There is g
magazine called the ‘° Kanatholi Villa-
kam " published by the Government.
This is a good magazine, but unfortu-
nately it never reaches the cultivator. I
would like to know how many thousand
copies have been printed and how many
have been distributed. Thege magazines
should be distributed free so that the
articles contained in them could be
made available to poor farmers.

Mr. Dahanayake: T am inclined to
think that it would be much better to
publish articles and distribute them in
bhe areas where there are  parficuiar
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types of cultivation. Supposing there is
an article on the cultivation of ginger:
what is the use of introducing that
article in a place where ginger is not
cultivated? Why not have a large num-
ber of copies with information on differ-
ent articles available for free distribu-
tion? The magazine itself may be sold
to subseribers, but I think the articles
in Sinhalese and Tamil should be
available free.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
That is what is being done. The maga-
zine is sold to subseribers, but articles
are printed separately in leaflets and dis-
tributed free in the manner suggested by
the hon. Member for Galle. Unfortu-
nately, there is not much of a demand
for the Tamil magazine,

Mr. Kumaraswamy: People actual Ly
do not know that there is such a
magazine. It must be popularized.

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
Two thousand Tamil copies have been
printed but very few have been sold.

Mr. Kumaraswamy: I would like to
say a few words in regard to sub-head 9
* Propaganda work and grants-in-aid for
agricultural shows ’ My area is an
agricultural area, but these shows are
not held in my constituency. Usually
these shows are held at a carnival or
where the Assistant Government Agent
or some high personage presides over
some gathering or other.

Previous notice must be given by the
Department to particular areas that their
agricultural vans would be visiting those
areas to give agricultural shows. This
would enable interested persons in the
village to notify the people and induce
them to come and see the show.

I personally feel that the sum of
Rs. 89,650 is not sufficient for this pur-
pose. It must be doubled if we are to
have the full benefit of these shows.
These vans should go to every village at
least once a year, and there should be a
technical staff attached to teach the

people the latest methods of cultivation
and irrigation.

Dr. Perera: Under sub-head 12,
** Running expenses of Canteens, &ec.,
there is a token vote of Rs. 10. Is this
corning out of the 2 lakhg of rupees that

you provided some time back or is this
separate? .

540
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The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
We are paying more attention to the
labourers.

Dr. Perera: Why do you put it on a
token vote basis? The other day we
passed a sum of 2 lakhs of rupees for
the maintenance of various Government
canteens. Why are you including this
as a token vote? If you are making a
grant, make a grant.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
There are savings in the vote which will
be sufficient to run them.

Mr. L. Rajapaksa: I would like to
know from the Hon. Minister whether,
out of the Rs. 450,000 asked for in sub-
head 14, Rs. 150,000 has been set apart
for the construction of a swimming pool
at Kundasale for the girls, and whether
it is the intention of'the Hon. Minister
to teach these girls swimming—teach
them the latest strokes—or whether it is
the intention to teach these girls modern
farming.

The Chairman: Swimming is one part
of their activities.

Dr. Perera: I wish to ask a question
on sub-head 13. The cost of re-construc-
tion of the Peradeniya Gardens is
Rs. 24,000. Did you get some money
back from the Military authorities?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
That is not yet settled.

Dr. Perera: The point is, are we on
the good side or the bad side?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
There are debits and credits. 1 think
Peradeniya will be on the credit side.

Dr. Perera: As regards sub-head 14,
I think you will remember that during
the Second Reading, I said that this was
really not a farm school but a finishing
school for girls. I think you are going
to find some brides for, maybe, the back-
benchers of the U.N.P. I think it has
gone beyond the conception of a farm.
You have got an expert from abroad who
can only speak English and who will not
obviously be able to train village dam-
selg, if that is what you had in mind.
But now we have come [o!#4heystage
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where we are providing for a farm school
for the middle-classes, with very expen-
sive swimming baths and all the neces-
sary amenities to produce accomplished
young ladies.

Mr. Dahanayake: May 1 speak a few
words about this Girls’ Farm School?
When a girl is admitted to the school, is
there some understanding or guarantee
or promise that she will take to some
type of agricultural career after leaving
school? 1If there is no such understand-
ing, may I ask whether the Government
is justified in spending such a large sum
of money in giving agricultural training
to girls because, these girls eventually
become housewives and nothing more-—
social birds and nothing more? Why
not take some of them and put them on
the farms so that they may at least learn
the art of milking? Does not the Hon.

Minister remember the old nursery
rhyme, '

“ Where are you going to, my pretty
maid, .

she said.”?

Let them even learn that art. What is
it that the girls are learning there?

I am going a-milking, Sir,

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
The hon. Member for Hambantota asked
me whether Rs. 150,000 was to be spent
on the construction of a swimming pool.
I do not know how much will be spent,
but a beautiful swimming pool is being
constructed at Kundasale. '

He also asked me whether it was my
intention to teach them strokes. I must
bow to his greater proficiency in that
respect and, were he to accept my in-
vitation to help, it would be a finishing
school in every sense. From the curri-
culum that is proposed for girls attend-
ing this school, hon. Members will see
that it is far from a finishing school.
These are the subjects, divided into
various groups:—LElementary Secience,
General Principles of Agriculture, Horti-
culture (including vegetable culture),
plantation crops. Animal husbandry
and dairying—including the type the
hon. Member for Galle is interested in—
Cookery and Food Preservation, Needle-
craft, Dressmaking and Designing,
Weaving, Mat-making and Upholstery,
Hygiene and Home Nursing, Household
Management and Laundering, Oriental
Musicland Dancing.
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Dr. - Perera: We
accomplished damsels!

will have

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
Does the hon. Member say that we
should not have accomplished damsels?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
We have not only got a principal from
abroad; we also hope, very soon, to get
people from other countries. We are
even trying to get teachers from Japan.

‘There is no doubt about it; it is a finish-

ing school for girls; and I am certain it

- will be more useful than the University.

The girls taught there will become useful
wives. I can assure you that.’

Six girls have been sent to England for
traiping. When they return they will go
through a further training here to learn
certain things that they have not learnt
in England. After some time they will
be sent as principals of schools in other
parts of the country, and they will teach
in both Sinhalese and Tamil. The pre-
sent Principal of the Kundasale Farm
School is an English lady.

Dr. Perera: What is the minimum
qualification at the present moment?

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
The S. S. C, in Sinhalese or Tamil with
English as a subject or 8. 8. C. in

English.

~ Dr, Perera: Do you charge fees from
the students or is it free?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
The system adopted is the same as the
system for the boys. We pay them so
much per day, which is sufficient to cover
their expenses, out of which they can
save a rupee or two. -

Mr. Dahanayake: There must be

. some understanding about the career she

intends to follow before a girf is admit-
ted to the school. Otherwise, these
young girls will become the wives of Civil
Servants and live in the Cinnamon
Gardens bungalows. Before you train a
teacher you insist on his giving you a
bond that he will teach for a number of
years or refund a certain amount of the
money that has been spent on his train-
ing. © Why not apply that same condition
to these girlg?
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The Chairman: In every case it is the
surety who has got to pay the money.

In this particular case you will find that -

all the young girls are minors and there-
tore have no status to enter into g
contract,

Mr. Dahanayake: But there must be
some sort of understanding.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
I believe we have decided on free educa-
tion for boys and girls. We will provide
free agricultural as well as free industrial
education. I do not think these boys
and girls should be requested to enter
into a contract. This is education we
are providing to those who would be
useful citizens in this country.

7.80 p.M.

Mr. Dahanayake: My fear is that they
will not utilize the knowledge they

- gather at this school.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
I do not think all youngsters wish to
remain bachelors.

Mr. Subasinghe: About how many
students do you propose to have at a
time?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
At the moment we have 100 students,
and that is because accommodation is
just now limited to 100. In time to
come we hope to have 800 students in
that school, and also to have a number
of other schools in the other Provinces.

Mr. Dahanayake: Oh, you have more
schools in view.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: We hope
to have one in Galle.

The Chairman: Tn any case, hon.
Members of the House will be invited
for the opening of the schools.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
What we are doing at present is this.
The girls were admitted %o the school
on the 9th. They will do a little work
and carry on like that ill about October.
In October we intend having the open-
ing ceremony, and T hope .all hon.
Members will attend that function.

NG«
A T
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Dr. Perera: The Minister of Agricul-
ture can fill up the deficiency.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
I hope by that date the girls will not
only be able to use the swimming bath
but will also be able to dive and do all
sorts of things.

Mr. Kumaraswamy: There was pro-
vision, Sir, in the last Budget for
acquisition of land for a girls’ farm school
in Jaffna. Unfortunately, I find that
provision dropped in this Budget. I
want to know why you are singling out
the Jaffna girls for this type of treat-
ment. The Minister of Agriculture and
the Member for Galle are both bachelors,
and they are evincing a great deal of
interest in these farms, but the case of
the Jaffna girls goes by default.

The Chairman: A large number of
young ladies from Jaffna have entered
this school.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
That is not all. One of the girls that
went to England is a very clever Jaffna
girl. _

Mr. Kumaraswamy: The point T make
is this. When you do not have a farm
school in Jaffna, you are neglecting the
daughters of the poor farmers of Jaffna.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
We have first of all to train girls before
we open schools in other areas.

Sub-head 14.—School of Agriculture,

Peradeniya, Girls’ Iarm School,
Kundasale, and Model Kitchen,
Rs. 450,000,

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
I move, ‘‘ That the Vote be increased
by Rs. 66,300 in respect of sub-head
14.”

Question put, and agreed to.

Dr. Perera: Why are you increasing
the provision? :

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
The provision in respect of the Girls’
Farm School at Kundasale is being in-
oreased from Rs. 195,000 to Rs. 234,450
for additional laboratory equipment,
renovation of buildings, and for an addi-
tional school at Walpita similar to the
one at Peradeniya.
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The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
We are shifting the school ab Peradeniya.
to Walpita.

Sub-head 15.—Pwrchase and repairs of
agricultural — machinery including
cost of instructions to' agricultural
staff and students, Rs. 1,500,100.

Dr. Perera: I move, ‘° That the Vote
be reduced by Rs. 100 in respect of
sub-head 15 °°. My purpose is to find -
out whether the agricultural machinery
has already been bought. '

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
Indents have been placed.

Dr. Perera: I presume you aré getting
a number of tractors.

The Hon. Mr. Dudley '-Senanaya.ke':j
Yes. . :

Dr. Perera: Why cannot some of
these tractors be utilized in the
ex-Servicemen’s Colony?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
These are small tractors, the
International 6 type.

Mr. Dahanayake: I want to know
how many tractors there are at work in
the various agricultural schemes in
Ceylon today, and whether a certain
Sub-Committee that was giving adviee
to the Hon. Minister of Agriculture im
regard to tractor cultivation is stilt
functioning? I ask this question be-
cause 1 feel that a full effort has not
been made to introduce tractor cultiva-
tion into this country. There is such &
lot that can be done with a tractor.
For instance, apart from paddy cultiva
tion, the Department can introdue
garden tractors for the market garden
in this country. What has been done:
Nothing has been done. Can you giv
me figures as to where tractors ar
working? 1 have always maintained
that this Government is not at a
anxious to introduce tractor cultivatios
in this country, because the peasant
will become more and more industrial
minded and will become Leftists mue
sooner than they become now. Befor
we can consent to accept this Vote
please give us an account of the tractol
cultivation that is being done today.
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._-||. The Chairman: The question of
il tractor cultivation was explained at
! length in the course of the Second
Reading Debate.

Mr. A. Reginald Perera: Might I
il know from the Hon. Minister whether
|l he has any intention of establishing
(I tractor stations so that tractors will be
i accessible to small-holders at 3
! reasonable fee?

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
As I stated earlier, we are carrying on
I experiments at Maha Illuppalama.

Mr. A. Reginald Perera: That is not
widespread. :

| The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
! I appreciate the point raised by the hon.
(8 Member for Dehiowita, but there is a
i} certain amount of experiment which has
to be carried out to find out the most
i} suitable type of tractor.

Mr. Dahanayake: How long have you
been experimenting?

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
i Surely, the hon. Member for Galle must
il know that tractors were not available
Il during the war for experimental pur-
Il poses. I might tell him that in most
i of our farms tractors are being used.
il Once we find a satisfactory type of
il tractor for paddy cultivation, particulary
il in the colonization areas, we shall tey
il to_get the colonists to use that type of
i} tractor by having tractor stations from
il which tractors can be hired out,

iff Mr,
lll drivers?

i

|

‘ Mr, Kumaraswamy: Is the Minister
jlaware that the foreman in charge of the
llmechnical section of the Irrigation De-
partment has only six months’ experi-
ence in tractor training work? He is
paid a salary of Rs. 800, while on a

much lower salary an abler Ceylonese
an be recruited. -

Kumaraswamy: Who trains

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
The Irrigation Department.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
IIT do not know from where he got that
{iinformation. The people Diotraining
i
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tractor drivers are Ceylonese and there
are a number of them; not only one.

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
They are  Ceylonese who are
ex-Servicemen.

Mr. E. W. Mathew (Second Balan-
goda): What is the normal life of a
tractor?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake: -
That depends on the number of working
hours.

Sub-head 18.—Expenses connected with
Coconut Replanting Scheme,
Rs. 177,200.

Dr. Perera: I move, ‘“ That the Vote
be reduced by Rs. 100 in respect of
sub-head 18 *’.

We would like to have some details
about this scheme. We are thoroughly
dissatisfied with the position. This wiil
not meet the situation. At the moment

there is a serious dearth of first-class
seed nuts.

‘The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
We are opening up the maximum pos-
sible. I might state that 360,000 seed
nuts have been selected and nurseries
are being opened up. Those plants will
be adequate to replant 3,000 acres, but
that is hardly sufficient, because we
have to aim at replanting 15,000 acres
& year. But this is only a start.

My, Kumaraswamy: What 1s  the
replanting material you give?
The Hon.” Mr. Dudley Senanayake:

Coconut plants.

Mr.

Kumaraswamy :
plants?

Only coconut

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:

Yes; this vote deals only with replanting
of coconuts.

Sub-head  16.—Issue of  planting

material, expenses of seed store,
dc., Rs. 200,000.

Dr. Perera: Ii

s you will permit me,
Sir) T want ' to go

back to sub-head 16,

e \
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»
which deals with a very important
matter. I have given notice of an
Amendment on that sub-head.

The Chairman: Yes.l

Dr. Perera: I wish to raise only one
point, Sir. The Hon. Minister will
appreciate that seed paddy is the one
thing we want, still we find that you
are providing only Rs. 18,000 for the
purpose.

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
This is for the free issue of seed paddy.

Dr. Perera: What can you do with
Rs. 18,000? There are a large number
of cultivators who want seed paddy.
The drought has affected the crops.

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
We have separate provision under the
food production vote. This vote ig inr
respect of the free issue of seed paddy.

Dr. Perera: This vote is for the free
issue of seed paddy to villagers whose
crops have failed, and I say the vote
1s not sufficient for the purpose. The
whole country is affected.

The Chairman: Crops have not failed
in the whole country.

Dr. Perera: There are a large number
of people throughout the c,mmtrv whose
crops have failed. A number of appli-
cations have been made for seed paddy,
and they have been turned down.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
There is this difficulty. Sometimes
crops fail and the usual ])"deV used 111
that area may be  ‘‘ six-months’
paddy. Then if there happens to be
rain in the area for some time, they
want °‘ five-months '’ paddy, or ‘‘ four
months ©* paddy or °‘ three-months
paddy We are unable to do that as we
can issue only a certain quantity. If
it is the ordm‘u; paddy, it could be
obtained from the cultivator as he
carries it over from the previous n,m
When it comes to short-term paddv
is only a limited quantity that we can
collect. We cannot store,the. paddy,

5 AUGUST
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Dr. Perera: This question arose affer
the last flood.

Mr. Kumaraswamy: We have not
given plants like the jak, orange and
lime plants under this vote.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
People could buy those.

Mr. Dahanayake: I should like to ask
a question umder sub-head 18. You
said that seedlings would be sold. What
will be the price at which you will sell
them?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
It depends on the price at the time.

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
Seedlings will be sold at seventy-five
cents each.

Mr. Dahanayake: Will the seedlings
be available to the small-holders?

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
Yes, at seventy-five cents each.

Sub-head 19.—Advances to cultivators
of cigarette tobacco (token wvote),
Red0,

Mr. Kumaraswamy: I move, “ That

the Vote be reduced by Rs. 10 in respect
of sub-head 19.

I want to know from the Hon. Min-
ister in what stage of progress tobacco
cultivation in Ceylon is, and whether he
i1s contemplating taking any steps %o
start a cigarette factory in Ceylon to
prevent the import of foreign cigarettes
into this country. The business should
not be managed by foreign capital; it
should be under State contlol

Mr. Dahanayake: The ‘° Peacock *’
is a cigarette which is manufactured out
of Ceylon tobacco.

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
No less than 150 acres of cigarette
tobacco are being cultivated under the
village schemes in various places like
Hiriyala Hatpattu in the North-Western
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[Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake. |
Province, and places like that. It is
estimated that the gross income of the
cultivator varies from Rs. 5800 to
Rs. 1,200 per acre. There is a brand
of cigarettes called the *‘ Three Roses ",
which is made entirely out of our local
tobacco. '

Dr, Perera: Have they incurred any
losges? I see you are giving them
advances up to Rs. 8,000.

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
No. o
- Sub-head 20.—Running® Expenses of
Eriyagama  rubber land (token
vote), Rs. 10.

Dr, Perera: [ move, *“ That the Vote
be reduced by Rs. 10 in respect of
sub-head 20. "’

What are these running expenses of
the Eriyagama rubber land?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
That is worked at a profit.

Dr. Perera: How much has been
made? What is the position?

- The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
It is run at a profit.

Sub-head 23.—Running Expenses of
Government  Dairy, Narahenpita
(token wvote), Rs. 10.

Dr. Perera: I move, '* That the Vote
be reduced by Rs. 10 in respect of
sub-head 23.

What are the running expenses of the
Government Dairy at Narahenpita?

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
That dairy is run at a profit.

Dr, Perera: I am not quite satisfied
at the way in which it is run. I am
inclined to believe that more use can
be made out of that farm. We do not
know how much milk is provided by
that farm.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:

Perhaps we can increase the production
there.

Mr. Dahanayake: T understand that
it is only a fraction of the needs of the
General Hospital that is supplied by the
Narahenpita Farm. Just as I suggested

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

—Committee 552

that the Labuduwa Farm should be
extended, similarly, the other farms also
should be extended so that all the milk
required by the General Hospital can be
supplied by them.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
There -is a farm at Welisara. 1 believe
there is a proposal by the Municipal
Council to have a dairy of its own. 1 do
not think there will be much difficulty in
increasing the quantity of milk we
receive when all these farms are fully
established.

Mr, Kanagaratnam: Will the Gow_arn-
ment consider the question of establish-
ing a veterinary hospital in Jaffna?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
There is a Veterinary Surgeon there. In
Jaffna there are two Veterinary Sur-
geons, and that is the only place where
there are two of them.

Mr. Kanagaratnam: There is no
veterinary hospital.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
If they will supply the medicines, we
will provide them with a Veterinary
Surgeon to attend to the animals. The
only veterinary hospital we have aft
present is at Peradeniya. And we make
use of that hospital for experimental pur-
poses. This hospital is used more for
research work,

Dr. Perera: Is that hospital available
to any private party?

No.

Dr. Perera: Can any private party
apply for injections?

The Hon. MY, D. S. Senanayake:
Yes.

Mr, VYanniasingham: I believe the
Hon. Prime Minister stated that there
were two veterinary surgeons in Jaffna.
As far as T am aware, there is only one
of them, and that officer is, more or less,

stationed at the Quarantine Station at
Kayts.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
If T remember right, there are two of
them,

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
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Mr. Kanagaratnam: There is one in
Jafina town.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
I think T know more about Jaffna than
my hon. Friend the Member for Kopai.

New Sub-head, Expenses in connection
with the Rubber Planting Scheme,
Rs. 267,650.

New Sub-head, Purchase of a Van,
Rs. 8,000.

The Hon. Mpr. Dudley Senanayake:
I move the following Amendments :

““ That the Vote be increased by
Rs. 267,650 in respect of New Sub-head,
‘ Expenses in connection with the
Rubber Planting Scheme ’. " .

““ That the Vote be increased by
Rs. 8,000 in respect of New sub-head:

b} 1)

¢ Purchase of a Van .

Question pub, and agreed to.

Dr. Perera: I should like to ask a
question under sub-head 32. I wish to
know for what purpose the acquisition of
these 10 acres of paddy land at Welimada
is required.

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
Tt is wanted as an experimental station
to give the paddy a trial.

Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena: Under
sub-head 84 there is an item, ‘° Acqui-
sition of 140 acres of paddy land under
Maha Illuppalama Tank . I wish to
know from whom these 140 acres have

been acquired. Did any peasants own
those 140 acres? Further, I should like

to bring to the notice of the Hon. Minis-

fer that the peasants in the Maha
Tlluppalama Tank area are prohibited
from going through this land. At the
beginning they were allowed to get
qcross, but now they are harassed by
the authorities on the spot. They
were promised work on this land at the
Peginning, but now no one from the
area is given work. There is constant
friction between the local peasants and
the cccupants of the farm.

Mpr. Griffith: I see there is an Amend-
ment by the Hon. Minister to the origi-
nal Estimates for expenses in connection
with the Rubber Planting Scheme. I
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want to know for what purposes the
expenses in connection with the Rubber
Planting Scheme are.

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
It is for the new rubber planting scheme -
officers. It was not included in the
Hstimates.

Mr. Griffith: Why?

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
It was not an oversight. There was a
revision of the grant to the officers and
in view of that this estimate was brought

up.

Question, ‘* That the sum of
Rs. 15,265,446 for Head 71, Vote No. 1,
be inserted in the Schedule ', put, and
agreed to.

Head 71, Vote 1, as amended, ordéred
to stand part of the Schedule.

It being 8.0 p.m., the Chairman left
the Chair to report Progress.

Committee report Progress; to sib

again Tomorrow.

EXPORT DUTY ON DESICCATED
COCONUT

The Hon., Mr. Jayewardene: I move,

‘* That this House resolves, under section 9 of
the Customs Ordinance (Chapter 185) as modified
by the Proclamation published in Gazette Exira-
ordinary No. 9,773 of September 24, 1947, that—

(1) with effect from the date on which this
resolution 1s notified in the Gazette,
export duty on desiccated coconut shall
be levied and paid at the rate of
twenty rupees for every unit of one
hundred pounds of desiccated coconuf
or any outstanding part of such unif,
in lieu of the export duty leviable
and payable on desiccated coconuf at
the date of this resolution; and

(2) nothing contained in this resolution shall
effect any export duty leviable and
payable on desiccated coconut under
any written law other than the
Customs Ordinance '’.

This is a Motion to reduce the export

duty on desiccated coconut from
30 cents to 20 centg a pound.
Dr. Perera: This is a very

controversial matter.
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The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
It makes no difference.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: We
have made about Rs. 4,000,000 by way
of Customs Duty. Now we see that
our desiccated coconut cannot compete
with the Philippine coconut.

Dr. Perera: There are other problems
arising out of that. I have another
point of view to place before the House.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
I can understand that. The only point
is that we have already, by a Customs
Protection Ordinance, given notice on
the 10th of June.

Dr. Perera: But on the other hand,
if we change this position, we will have
to go back on that. T have alternate
suggestions to make.

The Chairman: Under the Rules, if
there is any objection, a Motion eannot
be taken up.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: So let

the hon. Member oppose it.

Dr. Perera: You cannot take up any

Motion which is opposed by us.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Adjournmeny

The Hon. Mr. D. .S. Senanayake:
The only point I wish to mention is this,
that, most likely we may have to have
another notice because the month will
expire. We will have to have another
Customs notice.

The Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike: If the
Minister agrees, and if a {full ex-
planation is given, the hon. Member
may agree to it. We can take it up
tomorrow.

Dr. Perera: That ill raise the whole
question of an Allotted Day.

The Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike: It can
be taken up at the conclusion of Busi-
ness tomorrow, at 8 o’clock. Probably
you might get facts and figures by then,
or the Minister of Finance may discuss
it with the hon. Member.

ADJOURNMENT

Resolved: ‘‘ That this House do now
adjourn.”’—[ Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike. |

Adjourned accordingly at
8.01 p.M. until 10 aA.m. on
Friday, August 6, 1948,
pursuant to the Resolution of
the House of July 30, 1948,
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