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1381 Busmoss of the House
H‘OUSE OF REPRESENTATIYES
Friday, 13th August, 1948.

10 a.m., Mg;
R L AT S

The House met at
SPEAKER  [TuE HoX.
MOLAMURP] in the Chair.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE

The Hon. Mr. S. W. R. D. Bandara-
naike (Minister of Health and Local
Government, and Leader of the House) :
I move

‘Th&t this House at its rising this day do
adjourn until Monday 16th - August, and that
Monday 16th August shall be an Allotted Day

for the consideration of the Appropriation Bill,
1948-49."

In moving this Motion, I should like
to mention that I did suggest to Mem-
bers of the Opposition that, instead of
meetfing on Monday, we should have

Monday free and meet on Tuesday and

Wednesday, provided there is agree-
ment that on Wednesday night, if
there happens to be any Heads left
over, such Heads would be put to the
Committee. I do 'not know whether
Members of the Opposition are willing
to do that. I understood from some of
the Leaders that they are willing to do it.
But I understood from the hon. Mem-
ber for Ruwanwella (Dr. Perera) that
he is not willing to commit himself to
that. "I think the consideration of the
Votes of the Ministry of Transport and
Works  will commence today, and I
estimate two days should be sufficient
to complete the consideration of the
Appropriation Bill. If hon. Members
are agreeable, and that is understood,
I will move the Motion with that
Amendment. I am only making a
suggestion

Dr. N. M. Perera (Ruwanwella):
There seems to be a general desire that
we should have Monday free because
we are all tired. -I have no objection
to the proposal of the T.eader of the
House. I do think that with the pro-
oress we are ‘making we might be able
to finish by '\Vequdav

The Hon. Mpr., Bandaranaike:
might finish on Tuesday. Anyhow we
wﬂl have to adjourn on Wednesday.

g7, N. 13681 (8/48)
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Business of the House

Dr. Perera: I have already mentioned
our difficulty to the Leader of the

House; that is* in regard to the

discussion of the Citizenship Bill.
Myr. Speaker: You miéht raise that
on the 19th.

The Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike: This is
not dependent on that. That is a
separate matter and the Hon. Prime
Minister will have to express his views
on that.

Dr. Perera: I think the Oppositiow
Members met, and they are almost un-
animous that we should try and get a
postponement of that Bill because it is
a difficult subject.

Myr. Speaker: That is coming up on

the 19th, and you might mention it on

the 19th.

Dr. Perera: Would not that be too Jate
to adjourn the Debate?

Mr. Speaker: No.

Dr. Perera: The Budget has placed a
severe strain on Members. That Bill,
as you know, is one of the most im-
portant Bills. Hon Members will have
to study it up.

Mr, Speaker: You might get in touch

with the Hon. Prime Minister and make
your arrangements with him.

Dr. Perera: I have no objection. T
only wanted to place the matter before
the Hon. Leader of the House.

The Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike: T will
mention that to the Hon. Prime Minis-
ter, but I cannot in any way commit
the Government over the matter.

Mr. Speaker: Let the Leader of the
Opposition get in touch with the Hon.
Prime Minister.

The Hen, Mr. Bandaranaike: My
suggestion is that the Hon. Prime
Minister is particularly interested in this
Bill.

I think that the members of the
Opposition should see the Hon. Prime
Minister.

Dr. Perera: I have no objection to
that. -
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The Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike: Are

we agreed then?

Mr. Speaker: You might amend the
Motion now..

The Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike: On
the understanding that if the Committee
gtage is not finished on Wednesday, the
18th, the remaining Heads be put to
the vote.

. Resolyed :

“That this House at its rising this day do
adjourn until Tuesday 1%th August, and that
Tuesday, 17th Angust, shall be an Allotted Day
for the consideration of the Appropriation Bill,

1948-49.” :
APPROPRIATION BILL, 1948-49
Considered in Committee. [Progress

12th August.]

[Mr. SpEAKER in the Chair.]

Head 132.—Department of Industries

Vote No. 2.—Working of State Faclorics,
Workshops and Stores establishment
and- cost of additions, alterations,
renewals, dc., and improvements to
factory buildings, machinery,
equipment, dc., Rs. 525,024.

Sub-head 18.—Establishment of (Build-
ing, Housing, Carpentry) Workshops,
Rs. 525,000.

_ ‘Question again proposed, that the
Vote be reduced by Rs. 10 in respect of
sub-head 16.

Mr. A. Sinnalebbe (Batticaloa): As
Government is contemplating the estab-
lishment of carpentry workshops in the
provinces too, I would request thatb
workshops be established in the Hastern
Province as well, espectally at Batticaloa
and in the neighbouring villages like
- Kattankudi. There are about 500 to 600
carpenters in thab area who are unem-
ployed. They are unable to do any work
for private companies because there ave
no private companies giving them
employment. '

I would, therefore, request the Hon.

Minister not to forget Batficaloa when
the question of establishing these
earpentry workshops comes up.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

—(Committee 1384
Sub-head 19.—Running Expenses of a
Drug Factory (token vote), Es. 100.

Major J. W. Oldfield (Appointed
Member): I want to have a little infor-
nation as to what the money -in this
Vote is actually -going to be spent on.
Will the Hon. Minister also let me know
what has happened to the quinine factory
that was started some time ago? There
was a sum of Rs. 150,000 which was
voted out of Lioan Funds in 1947 for the
preparation of quinine from cinchona. 1
would like to know what has happened
to that.

The Hon. Mr. C. Sittampalam (Min-
ister of Posts and Telecommunication,
and Industries, Industrial Research and
Fisheries): The Drug Factory is being
reorganized and certain drugs such as
caffeine, strychnine and pyrethrum will
be “manufactured. We will also be

manutacturing quinine in the Drug
Factory.
Dr. Perera: What progress has

already been made? This item was in
the Fstimates last year also, and I would
like to know what this Drug’ Factory
has been doing.

The Hon. Mr. Sittampalam: Dr.
Ganguly has just come back.

Dr. Perera: You have not started any
work, T suppose?

The Hon. Mr, Sittampalam: I can-

not actually say how far he has
progressed. He has just returned.

Sub-lhead 20 —Purchasing and Kquip-
ping Stores for the various units of
the Department, Rs. 80,000.

Dr. Perera: Is this a re-vote? I am
not quite certain. There was a provision
of Rs. 30,000 last year, and the same
appears this year too.

The Chairman: It is an annual vote.

Dr. Perera: No, Sir.

The Hon. Mr. Sittampalam: There is
an Amendment by the Hon. Minister of
Finance to reduce this vote by Rs. 30,000
—the whole item fo be deleted.
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Dr. Perera: Oh, yes.

5 The Hon Mr. Sittampalam: T move,
That the« Vote be reduced b‘
Rs. 30,000 in respect of sub-head 20. ”

Qusetion put, and agreed to.

Sub-head 21.—Running Ezpenses of
Industrial Laboratory and Worlkshop
(token wote), Rs. 100.

Dr. Perera: Why is this on a token

vote, Sir?

The Hon. Mr, Sittampalam: It is
meant to be run on a commercial basis.
It is’ attached to our factories, and it is
meant to be run on a commercial basis.
the Hon.

Dr. Perera: How does

Minister propose to work this on a
commercial basis? These are industrial
laboratovies.

The Hon. Mr, Sittampalam: You

refer to the industrial laboratory and not
to the workshop? - =

Dr. Perera: I think that this is an
expenditure which the Department is
going to incur in order to carry on certain
research activities. But how is the
Hon. Minister going to run it on a com-
mercial basis unless he hopes to recoup
this expenditure by distributing it
among all the industries as special
overhead costs?

The Hon. Mr. Sittampalam: This
is also a workshop and laboratory and we

will proceed on that basis, and the
moment there is a loss
Mr. W. Dahanayake (Galle) : What is

being done in this workshop?

The Hon, Mr, Sittampalam: I said
last night that it -produces softened
rubber, a kind of latex, which can be
shipped easily. I do
scientific de%nptmn of it. There is a
method of p1epcnmﬁ latex which makes
it possible to ship it unlike in the form
- of erude rubber. This is the form in
which rubber is used by the manufactur-
ing countries, and we can probably make
some money on it, b\ exporting it

13 AUGQUST '1'948

not know the

—Committee

Sub-head 23.—Guaranteed Praces of
Agricultural Produce, Rs. 100.

The Hon. My, élttampalam I move,
““ That the Vote be 1educed by Rs. 100
in respect of sub-head 23."

Question put, and agreed to.

Dr. Perera: Why are you redﬂbin’g 16?2

Mr.

' The Hon. Sittampalam: That
is a mistake. That has crept in here by
error.

Mr. K. V. D. Sugathadasa (Weli-

mada): I want to ask a question on
sub-head 23.

‘The Chairman: It has been deleted.

Mr, Sugathadasa: There are some
nascent industries in the Island, like !
the chocolate industry, and they have
to compete with foreign goods. 1 say
that special protection should be afforded
to new industries that are started.
There is only one chocolate factory in °
the Island, and they are now managing
without a subsidy.

The Hon, Mr. Sittampalam: It is not
a question of a subsidy. If the hon.
Member wants protection for local indus-
tries, and if he draws my attention to

the industries for which he wamts
protection, T shall take - steps in the
matter.

Mr. Sugathadasa: If that cannot be

done, I think a subsidy at least should
be given.

The Hon. Mr, Sittampalam: He
wants tariff protection, I think. 1 shall
look into the matter.

The Chairman: The Hon. Minister
says that he will consider the whole
matter.

Question, ““ That the sum of
Rs. 497,934 for Head 132, Vote No. 2, be
inserted in the Schedule, ” put, and
agreed to. '

Head 132, Vote 2, as amended,
ordered to stand pdt‘t of the Schedule.
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Head 1383.—Department of Mineralogy

Vote No. 1.—Salaries and Bxpenses of
the Depa?hnw;t of Muwneralogy,
15, 190,828.

1.-—Personal
Rs. 76,670.

Mr. D. S. Goonesekera (Udugama):
I would like to draw the attention of
the Hon. Minister to the fact that poor
villagers are now charged for mining
without permits and that they are not
allowed to mine in Crown reserves. I
request the Hon. Minister to give free
permits for mining in these Crown
reserves. I know that the Hon. Min-
ister will laugh at the idea. What I
say is that there is hidden wealth in this
Island and the Government is adopting
a dog in the manger policy

Sub-head Emoluments,

Mr. Dahanayake: The Government is
~ hiding it. -

Mr. Goonesekera: because they
are not exploring the wealth of the soil
nor are they allowing poor inhabitants
. to explore the soil and make something
out of it. If these people are allow ed
these mining rights, it will also solve
the unemploymunt problem to a great
extent. TFurthermore, whatever these
poor peasants earn will be in the in-

terests of the Island, and thereby the-

national wealth of the country will be
inereased. I cannot understand why
there are these prohibitions and I would
earnestly request the Hon. Minister to
grant these poor peasants free permits
and not keep on harassing them. As
-1 said, if they do find gems it will be
good for the Island.

10.15 a.m.
Mr. Dahanayake: Gems?

The Hon. Mr. Sittampalam:
raining and plumbago mining.

Gem

M. Goonesekera:
inside Ceylon.

The

gems will be

An Hon, Member: We are all inside
Ceylon !

Mr, Goonesekera : Tho national wealth
of the Island will increase if we allow
these poor people to find gems:

REPRESENTATIVES

—Commitlee 1388
Mr. P. G. B. Keuneman (Third

Colombo Central): The hon. Member is

dropping gems all over the place!

Mr. Goonesekera: I hope that my
*request will receive due consideration.

Mr. E. W. Mathew (Second Balan-
goda): 1 would like to make a few
observations on the Glass Factory.

The Chairman: That item has already
been passed.

Mr. Keuneman: Mr. Chairman, I
would like a statément from the Hon.
Minister on the progress which has been
made with the mineralogical survey of -
the resources of this Island. Some time

ago, a very valuable survey was made
by Mr. D. N. Wadia when he was Gov-

ernment Mineralogist-and, as a result of
the findings of that survey, a gpod deal
of the industries which the Hon. Min-
ister spoke about yesterday were started.
Since then we have not heard much
about this survey, and I would, there-
fore, like to know from the Hon.
Minister if any valuable discoveries have
been made as a result of the survey and
what has been done.

Mr. Dahanayake: What is really
needed is a complete and comprehensive
geological survey of the whole Island.
This matter has been put off from year
to year and the fact that there has been
no such survey retards the commence-
ment and progress of even certain
engineering projects. Certain projects
that the Inlcrﬂ,tlon Department has in
view cannot be carried out because
there has been no geological survey of
the Island. I think if the Cabinet is
keen on industrialization and on intro-
ducing new projects, the first requisite
i8 a complete and comprehensive
geological survey.:

Mr. S. A. Silva (Agalawatta): I want
some information from the Hon. Minis-

ter. Some time ago, I think about 25
or 30 years ago, a plant was established
at Induruwa for the extraction of mono-
zite. This mineral fetched very high
prices in those days. I would like to
know whether this plant is being worked

now and whether monozite is bemg
extraeted.
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Further, T have been informed by
letter that in the Bheliyagoda area in a
place called Mitipola on a land which is
about three or four acres in extent, a
mineral has been found which is believed
to be thorianite. Villagers in the area
have collected quantities of this, and I
understand that even the Government
Mineralogical Department has some of
it. It is a very valuable mineral which
is required for making atomic bombs.
1 would like to know whether any steps
are being taken about this.

Dr. Perera: Tast year when these
questions were asked the Hon. Minister
and the Parliamentary Secretary said
that surveys were being carried on and
they were not able to give us any further
information. I do hope the Hon.
Acting Minister will be in a better posi-
tion to give us some information, parti-
cularly with regard to these Assistant
Geologists that were appointed. Two
Assistant Geologists have been appointed
and we would like to know whether
they are in England or whether they
are studying and what progress has been
made. '

We would also like to know what
investigations have been made with
regard to the iron ore deposits which
Professor Wadia mentioned in ° his
report.

Further, we wish to know the present
position with regard to ilmenite. The
question of exploiting the resources of
ilmenite in this country has been raised
before. - The question caused some
agitation in the previous State Council
also. 1 would like to know whether the
Hon. Minister has considered the ques-
tion of exploiting the ilmenite deposits
that we have in Ceylon.

Mr. Keuneman: Before the Hon.
Minister replies 1 would like to mention
one point which I overlooked. I would
like to have a statement from the Hon.
Minister whether he is in a position to
oive us information on ‘the report we
lblea.rd about uranium deposits in Ceylon.
1 understand that the Balangoda area
pa.rticularly is full of atomic energy.

The Chairman: Be careful how
approach the area.

you
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—Commiiltee

Mr. Keuneman: It may be radio-
active. I hope that the Hon. Minister
will be able to tell us whether he 1is
making any attempts to probe into the
potentialities of Ceylon in regard to
uranium which the Hon. Minister would

realize is a valuable deposit.

The Hon. Mr. Sittampalam: In re-
gard to the question of issuing licences
for prospective plumbago mining—I am
sorry the hon. Member who raised tke
point has left the House—I might say

~ the Government is not anxious to encou-

rage citizens to waste their energies in
a wild-goose chase or to dissipate their
capital on such things. If - anyone
satisfies the authorities that there is a
reasonable prospect of extracting plum-
bago minerals on certain lands, no doubt
the Government Agent will issue licen-
ces. This work is done by Government
Agents.

The Chairman: They call. for tenders.

The Hon, Mr. Sittampalam: Regard-
ing the geological survey of the Island,
I might say that it is half finished. We
are having an all comprehensive survey.
The Government Mineralogist is very
active about it. .

Mr. Keuneman: When do you expect
to complete it?

The Hon. Mr. Sittampalam: It de-
pends. He dees work for other depart-
ments. He hag to report on the
various water schemes, help the tow:
planner by reporting on the conditions
of the soil, &, He is continually dis-
turbed by work from other departments.
1L cannot say exactly when he would
finish it. :

Regarding extraction of thorianite, it
has been found in the Ratnapura
District, and the reason why they have
not been allowed to extract it is because
it is radio-active and the Government
only can extract it. We do not allow

-any private party to do this work.

Dr. Perera: Ig
utilizing it?

the Government

The Hon, Mr. Sittampalam: When it

becomes possible, Government will
utilizgaits. Ilmenite is found in large
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[Hon. Mr. Sittampalam. ]

quémtities at Pulimoddai in the Trineco-
malee District. There are deposits
there with an ilmenite content of 70
per cent. It is economically swell worth
while exploring. There have been ofters
to nus by companies asking for permission
to explore ity but we do not want to
igsue permits. We “want to .start a
Government factory there. |

Mr. S. A. Silva: What about the
monazite at Induruwa? ¥

The Hon. Mr. Sittampalam: I shall
find that out.

Mpr. S. A, Silva: I am aware that
there is a huge deposit of monazite oif
the Puttalam coast near about Kudira-
malai rock. It is a very valuable
mineral. At one time it fetched about
Rs. 800 a ton.

The Hon, Mr. Sittampalam: We will
be able to spot that out.

Mr. Keunemang I would like to ask
one more question arising out of the
reply of the Hon. Minister.. 1 see
that there is provision for two Assistant
Geologists. I hope that the Hon. Min-
ister willsnow take serious steps to see
that the principal officers of the Depart-

ment of Mineralogy do not work for

other Departments and that they get
ahead with the survey. One of thess
Greologists can be lent to other Depart-
ments for other work. I think the Hon.
Minister will appreciate that no proper
industrialization of this country can be
carried out until we know all the hidden
resources of this country.

Dr. Perera: These two Assistant
Geologists are still under training. I do
not know what the position is. I want
‘the Hon. Minister to let me know what
they are doing.

The Hon. Mr. Sittampalam: They are
in training in England.

Dr, Perera: That is what I wanted to-

know.

The Hon, Mr Sittampalam: On their

return they will be appginted.

Dr. Perera: What about my question
regarding the iron ore deposits? Have
you made any further investigation?

HOU ."Ia‘R OF REPRESENTATIVES

—Committee

The Hon., Mpr. Sittampalam: You
ean iron ofe in the whole Tsland?

Dr. Perera: Yes.

The Hon. Mpr. Sittampalam: I think
surveys are being made. Most of these
deposits have been found in rubber
estates and tea estates.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake
(Prime Minister): Surveys have been
made.

The Hon, Mp. Sittampalam: I know
that some surveys have been made in
the Ratnapura District. We cannot
still say whether it will be economical to
pursue this matter.

" Dp. Perera: One more question, and
that is about the Inspector of Mines.
That work has not been  satisfactorily
carried out, and I am not at all satis-
fied about the inspections that are being
made, particularly the inspections of
plumbago mines. Although the bigger
mines are worked fairly satisfactorily
with regard to safety measures, and so
on, some of the smaller mines are not
really protected enough, and people are
running grave risks in working them. 1
think the Inspector should be given
special  instructions so  that the
ingpections of these mines are done
properly. 4

The Hon. Mr. Sittampalam: He en-
sures that the safety regulations are not
contravened.

Dr. Perera: Conditions are very
unsatisfactory at the moment.
Question, ‘‘ That the sum of

Rs. 190,822 for Head 133, Vote No. 1,
be inserted in the Schedule '’ put and
agreed to.

Head 133, Vote 1, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Head 134.—Salt Department

Vote No. 1.—Salaries and Expenses of
the Salt Department, including cost
of training officers abroad and
Expenses of Experiment, Research
and Propaganda, Rs. 555,646.

Sub-head 1.—Personal Emoluments,
Rs. 345,701. :

Mr. Cholmondeley Goonewardene
(Kalutara): I would like to make a few

observations on the working of the Salt
Depdrtment. Gl
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Today in this Island we do not have 10.80 A.Mm. ; .
a real salt industry. It is really a mis- The Hon. Mr. Sittampalam: We
nomer to call it an industry at all. What hope to ﬁll e =
»we are having is the mere manufacture
of salt by methods which are extremely Dr. Perera. They have not yet ﬁlled
primitive, and the output too is Very ihig post, Sir, and it will be seen that
small. Furthermore, the only product 4, salary plowded % o frdtiolasg
that we derive is the crude common salt. ¢ omist s certainly mot”® adequate for
I think, Sir, it is time that we paid the purpose. You cannob attraq-% a good
some serious attention to this matter and scientist on Rs. 400 a month. The Hon
started a fully developed salt industry in  Minister will have to reconsidér that
this country. position.

The Chairman: You are now speal-  Sub-head 5.—Training of officers abroad
ing on Vote 2 which is regarding the and tours, Rs. 20,000.
manufacture of salt. We are only on
Vote 1, ¢ Personal Emoluments,
Stationery, and so on.

Dy, Perera I want a little information
on this sub-head. There is an increase
of Rs. 15,000 over last year’s vote, and
I would like to have some information
in regard to the details. Have the
people been chosen and sent across
already? :

Mr. Cholmondeley Goonewardene:
I am just making a few general obser-
vations on the salt industry of this
country, Sir, but if you think that this
i not the time- to do so, 1 shall stop
speaking.

1

The Hon. Mr. Sittampalam: We
propose to send the Assistant Chemist
to India to study all aspects of salt
manufacture. The Salt Commissioner
himself will be touring India with a

- view to studying all methods vsed in
the manufacture of by-products, ete.
. We  intend manufacturing fertilizers

Mr. Dahanayake: T understand that also.

the Chemist is not in Ceylon. Is that
correct?

The Chairman: lou can do so when
we come to Vote 2.

Mr, Cholmondeley Goonewardene:
~ Yes, Sir.

Mpyr. L. Ra,]apaksa (Hambantota) :
wish to know from the. Hon. \I1ﬂ1-,13er
whether he is aware that one of the salt
stores in Hambantota, the one located
in Kirinda, has been closed down. I
think the Hon, Minister:

The Hon. Mr. Sittampalam: The post
has not been filled yet.

Mr. Dahanayake: Are the two Assis-

tant Chemists here or have those: two The S Chaistnant 2That: bothes Sinhe
posts also to be filled? Vol :

The Hon. My, Sittampalam: The two I shall now put Vote 1 to the House.

asistant Chemists are here. : : '
e Mr. Keuneman: Just one point before

; that, Sir. Will the Hon. Minister

Mr. Dahanayake: I think the post of please tell us what progress has heen

Chemist was advertised, and you have 3de with regard to the question of
not been able to find a person. manufacturing caustic soda?

' The Hon. Mr. Sittampalam: Yes, that  mpe Ghajrman: That also comes under

is right. Vote 2.

Mp. Dahanayake: I think this was Queatmn ‘“ That the sum of
here last year also and it is not a new Rs. 555,646 for Head 134, Vote No. 1,
item. I refer to the post of Chemist. be m&ezted in the Schedule ’ ’ put, and

agreed to

The Hon. Mr. Senanayake: He met Head 184, Vote 1, ordered to stand
with an accident, did he not? part, of the Schedule.
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Vote No. 2.—Purchase, wmanufacture

(including wmanufacture of by-pro-

ducts), collection, transport, dc.,
_ Bs. 8,018,622.
Mr. Cholmondeley Goonewardene:

As T was saying, Sir, Ceylon offers many
advantages for the full-scale develop-
ment of a salt industry. As it lies
within the Tropics, we do not have to
spend much money on the initial con-
centration processes which are very
expensive, and we would be in a position
to compete with the more industrialized
countries of the world.

Apart from that, Sir, I think that the
manufacture of by-products such as
gypsum which will be needed for our
cement factory when it is established,
and potash, a fertilizer on which this
country ‘annually spends large sums of
money, would be very profitable to the
Government. However, I find that
only the very paltry sum of Rs. 75,000
has been voted this year for the
manufacture of by-products.

The Chairman: I will allow the hon.
~ Member to discuss this matter, but, as
a matter of faet, there are o
Amendments under sub-head 4.

Mr. Cholmondeley Goonewardene:
There are ready-made markets for salt
in the neighbouring countries.

The Chairman: If the hon. Member
wants, he can ask any questions, but I
~ will not allow him to make a speech.

Mr. Cholmondeley Goonewardene:
I hope that early action will be taken
for the manufacture of salt by using
~ up-to-date modern methods.

~ Dr. Perera: We might have discussed
by-products, and so on, under Vote 1.

The Chairman: The Hon. Ministers
tell me that when matters are discussed
~ which are not formally brought up as
Amendments, they are not prepared to
give replies.

~ Dr, Perera: Normally we would have
- raised the question of policy in regard
to by-products under Vote 1

"The. Chairman: If you will agk any
questions, you can do so, but if you

- want to make speeches, and so on, I
- cannot allow that.

REPRESENTATIVES
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Mr. V. Kumaraswamy (Chavakach-.
cheri): I have three questions to ask:
(1) Will the Hon. Minister implement
all the recommendations made by the
Salt Commissioner in his recent Report?
I have read through the Report and
find that it is a masterly document. (2)
Will the Hon. Minister take early steps
to electrify the Elephant Pass Saltern?
(8) Will the Hon. Minister take steps
in introduce welfare societies’ among
the saltern workers? I understand
from the Permanent Secretary that they
had a scheme for supplying radio sets,
and so on. Will the Hon. Minister take
early steps to implement these
proposals?

Mr. L. Rajapaksa: I wish to ask the
Hon. Minister whether he is aware of
the fact that the salt store in my
constituency in Kirinda has been closed
down? May I know the reason why
this store has been closed down?
I should like to bring to the notice of
the Hon. Minister that all the people in
this village depend on this salt store, and
after it was closed down they have
become destitute.

Mr. J. C. T. Kotalawela (Second
Badulla): I would like to ask the Hon.
Minister whether the annual production
of salt in Ceylon is sufficient for all our
needs.

Mr. Dahanayake: "Most of the em-
ployees in the salterns are given only
casual work. 1 want to know why the
Minister does not prepare plans to give
these men permanent work througout
the year.

Secondly, Sir, I want to .know what
provigion the Minister has made for the
setting up of plants to manufacture the
by-products of salt. 1 see that there
is no provision whatever in. the Isti-
mates for setting up any such plant,
although the Hon. Minister stated in
his speech that steps were being
taken

The Chairman: That question was
asked and answered.

Mr, Keuneman: I wish to raise a
query on the manufacture of caustic
soda. I think that when we were dis-
cussing the question of the soap
industry, it was very correctly pointed
out that the entire soap industry is
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languishing because of the shortage of

But, in the meantime, we
see that the

caustic soda.
regret very much to

Government seems reluctant to get
ahead with this question of the

manufacture of eaustic soda.

I was going through the Report of
the Salt Commissioner and an argument
seems to be going on between an expert,
one Dr, Underwood, who was brought
into  this matter, and the Salt
Commissioner himself. Dr. Underwood
seems to think it is uneconomic to
manufacture caustic soda, while, T
notice, the Salt Commissioner does not
share this point of view and he quotes
technical journals to confirm his
conclusions.

I want to ask whether the Hon.
Minister has come to a definite
decision to start the manufacture of
caustic soda as a by-product of salt;
and, if so, whether he can tell us when
it will be that those industries like the
soap industry, which are at present
oravely in need of caustic soda, will be
able to get sufficient supplies.

Mr. P. L. Bauddhasara (Polon-
naruwa): Sub-head 2 is for® the
" purchase of salt’. May 1 know

from the Hon. Minister whether he is
hoping to buy salt from outside Ceylon?

The ‘Hon. Mr. Sittampalam: I will
answer the last question first. In
February . this year, when there was
a serious shortage of salt, we did think
that we might have to import salt from
abroad; but we held on till the last
moment when we were lucky enough to
secure a big crop of salt from Hamban-
tota, and the need for buying from out-
side did not arise. This vote is for the
internal .purchase of salt.

The Report submitted by the Salt
Commissioner, which was published as
a Sessional Paper, has suggested
various schemes for the manufacture of
by-products from salt; and when thqse
things are produced, the qua-ntft.y
of salt available to us will be so large
that it will be far in excess of Ceylon’s
requirements, and we shall p;foba}le b‘e
able to export a large quantity. Until
we have made an examination of all the
economic aspects involved, it is not
possible for me to say that we have

13 AUGUST 1948
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accepted any part or all of the recom-
mendations contained in the Report.
For instance, one is a Rs. 2-million
scheme; another is a Rs. 40-million
scheme. They are very, very ambitious
schemes.

I have read the Report but have not
had time to study the various proposais,
and when I have done so, 1 will put
up my recommendations to my colleagues
in the Cabinet.

As regards by-products, there is pro-
vision, in the schemes that have been
proposed, for the manufacture of caustic
soda, gypsum, and so on.

Mr. Keuneman: Not in the Estimates.

Mr. Dahanayake: There is nothing in

the Estimates.

The Hon. Mpr. Sittampalam: There
is a provision of Rs. 10,000 for the
manufacture of by-products. That is
enough to carry on for the present, hut
when we are in a position to implement
the big schemes we will come to you.
Provision for them is made under Loan
Funds.

Asg to the electrification of the salterns.
Palavi has already been electrified, and
we will modernize the salterns as we go
on. I cannot say exactly when certain
things will be done, but we shall procesd
from one to the other.

In regard to the salt store at Kirinda,
it was considered uneconomic to con-
tinue the store and it was closed down;
but if, in consequence, any distress has
been caused to the people in Kirinda,
we will see what relief ecan be given.

Dr. Perera: Could the Minister
answer this question? At the moment
you are manufacturing certain by-pro-
ducts; can you inform us what the
present financial position is?

The Hon. Mr. Sittampalam: We
are producing on a very small scale.
About 200 tons of gypsum was produced
last year whereas 5,000 tons will be
needed for the cement factory next
vear. In respect of French chalk, we
are able to meet all the requirements of
the Island.
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Dr., Perera: You are making some
table salt?

The Hon. My, Sittampalam: Yes,
when we can do it.

Dr. Perera: Have you made any
profits?

The Hon. Mr., Sittampalam: Yes;
all these things are done on a pmht
bagis. There is no loss.

Mr. Dahanayke: May I point.out to
the Hon. Minister the passage in the
c3peeeh of the Hon. Minister of Finance?
This is what he says: —

“ It s proposed to begin a wvery vigorous
campaign to manufacture the by-products of
salt, and provision has been made for the
establishment of  industrial plants for this

purpose.”” [Orriciar.  Rerorr, July 20, 1948,
;FVOI- .3, C. 1049] :

-
- But all that we can discover in the
Estimates is a meagre Rs. 50,000 for a
caustic soda factory. I would like to
know what fraction of the factory can
come up on a meagre Rs. 50,000.

~ The Hon. Mr, Sittampalam:
- matter is under investigation.

The

- Mr. Dahanayake: I want an assur-

“ance from the Hon. Minister that the
matter will be looked into at an early
date.

The Hon, Mr. J. R. Jayewardene
(Minister of Finance): If the hon.
Member will turn to page 566 of the
Estimates, he will find that the amount
chargeable under the Loan Fund Ex-
penditure for the gypsum factory is
Rs. 220,000, and for the establishment
~of a caustic soda factory, Rs. 2,600,000.

In the course of this year we are un-
able to spend more than Rs. 50,000 on
the caustic soda factory, and Rs. 20,000
on the gypsum factory; but if we are
in a position to proceed further we will
come to this House for supplementary
provision. In all, we can spend up to
Rs. 3,000,000. We do not want to in-

crease the Budget with allocations which

it will not be possible to spend during
the year.

Dr. Perera: 1 do not think that these
huge sums of money should be expended
. without a full investigation of all as-
pects of the problem. This is not a

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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matter which should be just lightly un-
dertaken on the report of an amateur,

We want a real Industrial Chemist who

will go into the question and work oub
the economics of the whole scheme
before we embark on it.

10.45 A.M.

Mr. Sinnalebbe: I should like fto
bring to the notice of the Hon. Minister
th‘"lt salt is old at a very much higher
price now. Before the war, salt was
sold to the villagers at the rate of 4 cents
per 1b. ‘During the emergency, too, it
was sold at 4 cents. But sinece then the
price has been increased to 6 cents, and
now the price is 8 cents per lb. every-
where in the distriets. 1 would request
the Hon. Minister to see that the price
is reduced to 4 cents per Ib.

Sub-head 6.—Purchase of coir and
“gunny bags, Rs. 400,000.

Dr. Perera: With regard to the ques-
tion of coir and gunny bags, the hon.
Parliamentary Secretary undertook last
year to explore the possibilities of buying
locally produced coir bags. I would like
to knew what the posltlon is, and what
success the Hon. Minister has had.

The Hon. Mr. Sittampalam: I
issued definite orders that coir bags
should be used in preference to gunny
bags. But there was plenty of diffi-
cultv When coir bags were used, a
000(1 quantity of the salt dropped out
bee&use the meshes were too large.
Apart from that, as the men had to carry
these bags on their naked shoulders,
abrasions were caused.
the labourers protested, and the output,
too, 'was very much less. In fact, the
Department reported that it would be
better to throw away the coir bags rather
than compel the labourers to use them.

The Department is now experimenting
on another type of coir bag to find out
whether that would be suitable. I do

not want the Department to use
imported gunny bags. I would rather
prefer them to wuse the coir bags

produced locally.

Dr. Perera: Is there any loss on the
coir bags. Does the
recover the full amount?

1400

Consequently

Department


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

P P T Ty

1401 o Appropriation Bill
The Hon. Mr. Sltta.mpalam° Yeés.
The purchasers have to pay the value.

Dr, Perera: Sometimes ‘they do not
pay the value. There have been losses
meurred in the past.

The Hon. Mr. Sittampalam: The
cost of output and labour is very much
less. It costs less to the Government.

Sub-head 7.—Weighing out of salt to
purchasers, Rs. 35,000.

Mr. S. A. Silva: This amount pro-
vides for the weighing out of local salt
as well ag the weighing and loading of
“imported salt from wharf to wagons.
May I know what is the necessity for
importing salt?

Thz Chairman: Whenever it becomes
necessary. That question has already
been answered. If the crop fails here.
the Government will have to import
salt.

Mr. S. A, Silva: The crop may not

fail all throughout Ceylon. If the
erop in the Jaffna area fails, the
Hambantota areas could supply.

The Chairman: The Hon. Minister

ought to know better.

Mr. I. M. R, A. Iriyagolla (Danda-
gamuwa): Last year, the expenditure
under this sub-head was recoverabls
from purchasers of salt. 1 find that it
is not to be so recovered this year.

The Hon. Mr. Sittampalam: T
‘:‘.uppose there is an omission in° this
year’s Estimates of a note to that effect.
The expenditure is recoverable {rom
purchasers. What is recovered from the
purchasers is credited to Revenue!

Sub-head 8.—Transport of salt,
Rs. 1,000,000.

Mr. Dahanayake: This is a wvery big
vote—Rs. 1,000,000—for
of salt. I under%tand that a great part
of this money goes into the pocl\etb of
private eontmctm S.

orad,

The Chairman: That is allirecs;

15 AUGUST 1948
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Mr. Dahanayake: Private contractors
are paid by Government for the trans-
port of salt to the various stores. .
Surely this transport can be done by_

(Government?

The Hon. Mrp. Sittampalam: It is
done by Government. Wherever there
is a rail service, it is done by rail service
and by railway feeder service. It is nob
correct to say that it is done by private .
contractors. That subject comes under
the Railway itself; I do not know what
plan they have.

Mr. Kumaraswamy: The Hon. Minis-
ter has failed to meet my point. What
about the establishment of welfare cen-
tres at salterns? I would like to know
whether such a scheme would be

The Hon. Mpr. Sittampalam- Certain-

ly, we are very anxious to have welfare
centres all over the Island where there

“are salterns.

I\&r. Keuneman: If the transport is
done by the Department itself, what is
the reason for such a big vote.

Mr. Dahanayake: It is not done by
the Department, it the hon. Member
would look at page 374 of the Estimates.

The Hon. Mr. Sittampalam: The
transport is from places where salt is
manufactured to places all over the
Island where galt is sold. The expendi-
ture is recovered from the purchasers.

Mr. Keuneman: On the one hand we
are told that the salt crop failed; on the
other hand the vote for transport is
going up.

The Hon. Mr. Sittampalam: The
cost of transport has gone up. There is
an increase in the railway fares as well
as in the cost of lorry transport.

The salt erop did not fail. If it does
fail, we will have to import from India.
We were just getting on to the border
line when we might have had to begin
importing salt from elsewhere. Fortu-
nately we had a large supply, and that

eame. ko our rescue.
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Mr, S. A. Silva: Is it not the fact
that the major portion of the transport
is done by private contractors and not
by the Government?

- The Hon. Mr. Sittampalam: The
major portion of the transport is done
by the railway and the railway feeder
service.

Question, *"That +the gsum of
Rs. 3,018,622 for Head 134, Vote No. 1,

- be inserted i the Schedule,”” put, and

agreed to.

Head 134, Vote 1, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Head 135.—bepar_tmen.t of Fisheries

Vote No. 1.—Salaries and Ezxzpenses
of the Department of Fisheries
including  training, research and

expervment, &., Rs. 707,867,

Sub-head 1.—Personal Ewmoluments,
hal il 154

Mr. C. E. Attygalle (Ratnapura):
May I make a few comments, Mr. Chair-
man, with regard to this sub-head?

The fishing industry is one into which
in my opinion, private capital and private
business experience should be invited,
despite the fact that the hon. Third
- Member for Colombo Central opposed
me when I made a similar suggestion on
the last occasion. Once again Lsstress
the fact that this is an industry which
can be developed to the great advantage
of this country by inviting private busi-
ness methods into it. Thig Department
need not really be administered by a
Civil Servant: these gentlemen may be
good at selling carved toy elephants,
but not in regard to a great industry
like this.

May I ask the Hon. Minister if he is
prepared to establish central fishing and
fish products corporations in which the
Government could have the largest
number of shares, and to which private
capital and private business men could
be invited?

Mr. Keuneman: There are one or two
remarks which T should like to make
about this Department. There has been
a good deal of controversy going on be-
tween certain persons engaged in the
fishing industry and some of the repre-
sentatives of the Departmeritoi I think,

REPRESENTATIVES
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~ag far as the general public are con-

cerned, the principal matter which
agitates their attention is the thorough
neglect of the potentialities of the fish-
ing indugtry in this country, and the
provision of fresh fish to the people.
That is a big problem, and we have not
been able to get any satisfactory ex-
planation from the Hon. Ministér or his
predecessor that this matter is being
tackled in a way which will benefit the
_ It is a standing disgrace that
in a small Island like ours, surrounded
by the sea, we are unable even now to
provide fresh fish at cheap rates to-the
vast majority of the people. It is a
standing disgrace that we have to im-
port such a large quantity of dried fish,
that the people in the villages in the
interior do not very often see fresh fish,
and that the fishing industry, which
can be such a valuable asset to the
people of this country, is still one of
the most primitive and backward indus-
tries in this country. oty
While the Hon. Minister talks of a six-
vear plan and the rehabilitation and
development of industries, we would like
to know what exactly his plan is for
the fishing industry. What exactly is
the future he envisages for the develop-
ment of the fishing industry, so that
the people can be provided with both
fresh and dried fish at cheap rates?

That is the main question I wish to
ask. After the Hon. Minister’s reply,
I will deal with the other questions.

Mr. S. A. Silva: With regard to the
fishing industry, I would like to state
that, while this Government for the last
16 years has spent enormous sums of
money on the development of* agricul-
ture, this important industry—which,
if properly developed would have brought
a large income to this country—has besn
utterly neglected. :

During the war, even those fishermen
who were catching fish by their own pri-
mitive methods were deprived of getting
the due share of income which they
would have normally made as a result
of the Government controlling -the
prices. But the Government have not
given any assistance to this industry.
Money had been advanced fto fishing
societies and individual fishermen, but 1
am aware that, although over 959 of
those individuals who had taken small
10atis Upto a maximum of Rs. 500 had
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paid back the loang, the large societies
managed by the capitalists of the various
towns have not paid back the money
they had borrowed.

The Chairman: That matter was dis-
cussed fully in this House once before.

Mr. S. A. Silva: But today, as a re-
sult of the money not being recovered
by Government, the poor fishermen ave
not given loans.

The Chairman: That matter has been
discussed before. The question -was
asked, and the reply given.

Mr. S. A. Silva: The point T wish to
stress is that these poor fishermen should
be given loans again.

The Chairman: Besides, this is not
germane to this vote.* It comes under
Vote 2.

Mr. S. A. Silva: With regard to the
housing of fishermen along the coast—

The Chairman: We
*“ Personal Emoluments.’

are

b4

now on

Mr. S. A. Silva: I thought we are dis-
cussing the ‘‘ Minister."’

The Chairman: There is no question
even of the °° Minister ' here.

Mr. 8. A. Silva: While we are dis-
cussing “* Personal Emoluments,” can
I not suggest what should be done?

The Chairman: The hon. Member can
suggest anything he likes in regard to
““ Personal Emoluments.’’

Mr. S. A, Silva: It is absolutely
necessary that these fishermen who g0
out deep-sea fishing in their primitive
boats should be given some help in the
form of fast running, towing boats, be-
cause it takes more time for these fisher-
men to get to their fishing areas than
they actually devote to fishing and they
take another half-day to come back. if
motor boats are provided at importaut
fishing centres for these boats to be towed
up to the fishing grounds, it would en-
able them to devote more time to the
catching of fish and to bri.ng :ﬁ.shcn:e a
large quantity of fish practically, daily,
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The other point I wish to make is
that cold storage facilities should be
provided for this industry.
The That comes under
Vote 2.

Chairman:

Mr. N. H. Keerthiratne (Kegalla): I
find that in this Department the officers
concerned are mnot pulling their weight.
In the purchase of vessels they have
made blunders. One of the trawlers
they have purchased is lying idle with-
out doing any fishing. It is true thas
the men there are being paid without
doing any work. They had explored the
whole world to get trawlers and they
have got a trawler from Australia. That
is now limping and is in some port or
other. :

The Chairman: That matter also
comes under Vote 2.

Mr. Keerthiratne: This unsatisfactory
state of affairs “is due to the inefficient
work of the Director.  That is why I am
blaming the Department. The officers
there are not playing their part. In con- -
nexion with most of the activities carried
out by this Department, the officers do
not know what they are about. And
now they arve asking ‘for additional sfaft
—I1 see that provision is made for an
Assistant Director—just. to mark time
and do no work.

11.0 A.m.

If these officers are mnot doing their
work properly, I hope the Minister wiil
appoint men who are able to do the
work. When they propose to purchase
fishing vessels, and so on, they must give
the contract to someone who knows the
job, someone who would give you a fish-
ing vessel, or a trawler, that is in good
order. The Departinent should not buy,
in a far off country, a vessel which the
Department is unable to bring here.
When the Minister of Transport and
Works buys aeroplanes, he sees to it that
they are flown here by the manufactur-
ers. But in the case of the trawler,
this Department has bought it in a dis-
tant country and has undertaken the
task of bringing it here.

The Chairman: That comes under
Vote No. 2.
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Mpr, Keerthiratne: I am referring to

the bad work of the Director of
Fisheries. .
Mr. Iriyagolla: What  practical

experience has the Director in fishing?

Mr. Dahanayake: We are not satis-
fied with the work of this Department.
During the past few years the main con-
cern of the Department has been to
market fish to the well-to-do classes in
Colombo and other towns. The Depart-
ment has neglected all its legitimats
work and adopted a step-motherly
atfitude towards the fishing industry
and the fighing folk of this country—

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake: -

* That has been repeated twenty tires.

Mr. Dahanayake: The Department
hag done nothing whatever to improve
the lot of the fishermen. For the last
six or seven years we have passed money
votes which the Director has not utilized
for the purposes for which they were
voted.

The fishing industry in the country
today is exactly where it was a hundred
years ago.

That is a dammning indietment of the
Goyvernment of the country

i
The Chairman: What indictment?
Standing indictment?

Mr. Dahanayake: I said a * damning
indictment.’’ *

The Chairman: Please withdraw that
word.

Mr. Dahanayake: I withdraw it.

It is an indietment of the Government
of which the Government should take
due notice. I have heard the fishing
folk say that the Government and this
Department are not interested in them.
That is the charge that is being made.

- When we come to the warious sub-
heads I shall point out that we have
voted funds year after year which were
never utilized. You have spoken of re-
search work when - no
whatever has been done. You have
spoken of modernization, whereas ouy

research work -
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poor fishermen have not yet been shown
a small modern craft which they could
conveniently use. . '

I feel that the Government has a lot
to answer for on this: account. Let the
Government remember that the fishing
industry is second in importance only.
to agriculture, from every point of view,
and that the Government must spend
more on this Department and get better
results. If there is a cut proposed in

-the salary of the Director, I heartily

approve of if.
The Chairman: There is.

Dr. Perera: Will the Minister give us
some details about the additional officers
he proposes to.appoint in this Depart-
ment? There is provision for a large
number of new officers,—one Assistant
Director, -one Assistant Naturalist, an
Office Assistant, ®ne Commercial Assist-
ant, and so on. Could the Minister give
us details regarding these appointments
when he answers the other questions
that have been asked.

The Hon. Mr. Sittampalam: With
regard to the remarks about the Director
of Fisheries, and the statement that the
Department of Fisheries has not been
doing good work during the last few
years, that it has been contenting itself
with the marketing of fish, that several
votes have lapsed as a result of its in-
activity, hon.. Members must make
allowance for war conditions.

The Director of Fisheries was called
upon by the Civil Defence Commisgioner
to help him in the distribution of fish,
and in solving the diffieult position that
had arisen in the matter of fish supplies
in Colombo and other parts of the
Island.

The Director had naturally to give up
his normal work just as my hon. Friend
the Member for Vaddukkoddai when he
was a Government servant gave up his
normal duties as Auditor-General and
attended to some other work in the
Pettah. The Director of Fisheries had
to give up his normal:work and take up -
the marketing of fish, work for which
he had not been trained. '

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
I rise to a point of Order: T want &
Ruling (from you, Sir. An inquiry is

B s


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

1409 Appropriation Bill
being held by a Committee appointed to
go into the conduct of the particular
Head of this Department. Is not this
matter therefore sub judice? Is it
proper for us to discuss the conduct of
this Head of Department when there is
already an inquiry being held

- The Chairman: So far as we are con-
cerned, we do not know of any such
inquiry.

Dr. Perera: We are only concerned
with the policy of the Director, as Head
of this Department.

Mr. Dahanayake: We are not con-
cerned with the man.

-The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
I am trying to find out what is the right
procedure. -

The Chairman: We are raising here
nothing regarding his conduct.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
Certain things were said about the
officer himself, and that is why I raised
the point of Order.

The Chairman: The questions referred
only to his work as Director

Mr. Keuneman: And his policy.

The- Hon. Mr. Sittampalam: The De-
partment was diverted—| Interruption. |
—I am dealing with the Department
ag a whole, mthel than with the Direc-
tor. If _anything I said gave the
impression that I was.referring to the
present Director

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
T was not thinking of that.

Some
what

The Hon. Mr. Sittampalam:
hon. Members wanted to know
work this Department has done. Owing
to war conditions the work of the
Department had to be diverted to such
channels as the marketing of fish. DMar-
kebing is a mostsimportant part of the
work undertaken for the protection of the
fishermen from rings of traders who were
in the habit of going to the beach, and.
ag the eateh eame in, of joining together
and bidding the lowest possible price for
the catch.
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The poor fishermen, coming ashore
tired and hungry, had no choice but to .
The
alternative was to allow all the hsh to
go bad. -

Thege rings were aperating fm years
together. However defective the mar-
keting scheme of the Director may have
been, the purchase of the fish by the
Government at the beach had the effect
of breaking the ring. 1If the majonﬁy of
the fishermen did not sell to the Diree-
tor, they had at any rate the advantage-
of others coming on to the beach and

“buying their ﬁsh in competition with the

Government. The Government pur-

chased in the years 1943-1946, fish
worth Rs. 6,000,000, and this was of
material help to the fishing industry.

I was not a member of the Govern-
ment in those days, but I do say that it is
rather unfair to charge the Government
with neglecting the h‘%hmt* industry. A
reference to the Estimates will show
that whereas in former years the Govern-
ment spent on the Department of
Fisheries only about Rs. 20,000 or
Rs. 80,000, this year we have pmwded
Rs. "’04 271

Mr, Da-ha,na,yake: That is not enough.

The Hon. Mr, Sittampalam: It is
quite possible that that ig not enough,
but the vote is twenty times what it
used to be in previous years.

A comparison has been made of the
expenditure by Government on agricul-
ture and on fisheries. We give Al
priority to Agriculture, and then next to
this industry. By doing that we were
trying to malke Cewlon cself sufficient in
rice. Hven the fishermen eat rice.
Expenditure on agriculture benefits the
country as a w hole. Tt is of vital i impor-
tance to the well- being of all of us. - It
is not a question of the (Toxemment
oiving preference to one class of person
as against another class.

A large part of the Government
e\pendltmo on this Department is shown
under “ Loan Fynd Expenditure ' in
the Bstimates. There is provision in
Rs. 1,500,000 for the purchase and
erection of ice and refrigeration plants
for the development of the fishing in-
dustry; in Rs. 500,000 for the purchase
of trawlers, Seiners, research vessels,
launches for preventive, and other
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[Hon. Mvr. Sittampalam.] The Chairman: The question about

work, other fishing vessels and boats housing was asked by some other
connected with fishing works; in Member.

Rs. 280,000, for purchase of a Purse
Seiner and cost of transfer from Australia
to Ceylon.

The hon. Member for Kegalla said
that the trawler we had purchased was
idling in the Colombo harbour. This
trawler does mnot belong to us. The
terms sought to be imposed on us 1
connexion with that trawler did not
prove acceptable to us. They wanted to
use that trawler to go out fishing at
Government expense: all the *losses
were to be borne by Government, while
all the profits were to go to them!
That is a different story. The trawler
to which the hon. Member referred does
not belong to the Government.

Mr. Keerthiratne: T referred to the
trawler bought in Australia, which is
lying idle in a port somewhere between
Ceylon and Australia. We are paying
the wages of the crew, and also for the
damage caused to another vessel on the
way. I understand that the vessel we
bought in Australia cannot reach Ceylon
owing to engine trouble.

The Hon. Mr. Sittampalam: The
trawler we bought met with an accident
on the way. The fault was not ours.
The delay in bringing the boat out to
Ceylon is due to engine failure. That
was unavoidable.

Mr. Keuneman: The Minister has not
dealt with my question about the dry
fish industry. The Government = is
allowing the *‘ karavadu Mudalalis  to
run the dry fish industry. Why cannot
the Government——

The Hon., Mr. Sittampalam: We have
a very comprehensive housing scheme
for fishermen. The Minister of Health
and Local Government is in charge of
that. Many of the houses are needed
in urban areas. We are now trying to
establish co-operative societies all over
the fishing centres.  We are going to
encourage the formation of co-operative
societies, both to buy fish and to cure
1t, and for all the other operations.

Mr. Keuneman: How does the housing
scheme solve the dry fish question?

Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena (Kotte):
The policy of the Government in the
past was to suppress this particular in-
dustry—all along. It can be said that
the Government, at that stage, were
deliberately . suppressing this industry

The Chairman: That was referred to
by another hon. Member.

Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena: May I

not be permitted

The Chairman: Repetitions should be

~avoided.

Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena: I say
that this industry has not been allowed
to develop on the right lines. The
problems connected with the various
branches of this industry should have
been tackled. As the hon. Third Mem-
ber for Colombo Central pointed
out, the dry fish industry has heen
neglected

The Chairman: I cannot allow a dis-
cussion on the dry fish industry. There
is no Amendment to cover that. T shall
allow discussion only on items covered
by Amendments to sub-heads. Hon.
Members may refer to these matters in
passing, but—— '

Mr. Keuneman: This is a question of
policy, under the item Director. ™

The Chairman: The policy should
have been discussed under .the vote for
the Minister.

Mr. Keuneman: Am I to understand
from the Minister’s reply that his
Department has no proposals to malke
about the dry fish industry?

The Chairman: There is nothing in

the, Estimates:

Mr. Keuneman: That is the whole
point.

Mr. J. J. Fernando (Chilaw): May
I know where the Fisheries Training
School ig? :
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The Ghairman- We have not come to
that yet. The hon. Member might wait
till we come to that sub-head. We are
still on Personal Emoluments.

- Mr. Iriyagolla: I want to know whe-
ther the Director, or the Assistant
Director, has any experience in fishing.
The officer in charge of the Irrigation
Department is an engineer, and
the officer, controlling the Medical
Department is a doctor “

Mr. Keerthiratne: We want details of
his experience in this work, and also
about his qualifications. As far ag I am
aware, I do not think the Director and
the Assistant Director have any great
experience of fishing, but they know the
science of the ﬁghmc industry.

1115 A M.

Major Montague Jayewickreme (Weli-
gama): May I ask the Hon. Minister to
get another Director who has some ex-
perience? It is true that the present
Director is a man who is qualified in
certain respects, but apart from his
academic qualifications, what experience
has he to be Director of Fisheries?
question of the fishing industry is
engaging the attention of the entire
country.

The Hon. Mr. Sittampalam: We are
taking every step to put the industry on
a sound footing and we intend forming
co-operative societies and supplying
them with all their requirements. We
are about to introduce a much better
marketing scheme than that which
existed before. We are considering it
with a view to preventing the exploitation
of the consumer by the profiteer.  We
are exploring ways and means of increas-
ing the supply of fish in this country.
We also intend producing various kinds
of fertilizers from non-edible fish and
spoilt fish. So, it will be seen, that we
are not idling.

As for the qualifications of the
Director of Fisheries, I do not know
exactly what qualifications are necessary
for the holder of the post of Director of
Fisheries. If it is thought that he must
be a person accustomed to fishing in the
deep sea, then we shall find it difficult
to get such a man.

3——1J. N. 13681 (8/48)
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Mr. Iriyagolla: You can send a mamn
to a country like Japan and have him
trained there. That kind of man will
help us.

The Hon. Mpr. Sittampalam: I move,
““* That the Vote be increased by
Rs. 10,640 in respect of sub-head 1,
New Ttem ° Ingpectors’ (Additional
Staff (Temporary) )’ :

Question put, and agreed to.

The Hon. Mr. Sittampalam: I move,
““ That the Vote be increased by
Rs. 7,428 in respect of sub-head 1,
item  ‘ Clerks °  (Additional  Staff
(Temporary) )

Question put, and agreed to.

Dr. Perera: 1 have already asked the
Hon. Minister some questions—

The Chairman: The hon. Member
asked why there are these new posts like
Assistant Director, and so on.

The Hon. Mr, Sittampalam: T think
my Permanent Secretary might have
sent to the hon. Member the reorganiza-
tion scheme which he drafted. We
intend to have a complete recorganiza-
tion of the Fisheries Department which
will provide for a comprehensive market-
ing scheme; co-operative 'schemes to
protect the fishermen, and so on. We
also intend to get the Department to do
intensive leseﬁuch which was completely
neglected during the last 5 or 6 years.

The Engineer was for the purpose of
helping us in connection with a housing
scheme, but since that part of the
housing scheme has now been put in
charge of the Minister of Tocal
Government, this Engineer will be used
on the staff.

Mr. S. A. Silva: With regard to the
Hon. Minister’'s statement that co-
operative societies are to be established
at different fishing centres, 1 would like
to state that accor dnm to the present co-
operative system the members of &
society have to subscribe a. certain
amount, and the Government advances
a certain amount, in order to help them
to form a society. Now, that type of
society will not be of any use to the
’l(‘fll&l working fisherman.” If any help
isutoale ex’rended to the fishermen, they
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[Mr. 5. A. Silva.]
must be given the full value of a net or

a boat, to be paid back in : small
instalments.
The Chairman: That comes under

Vote 2. The Minister only referred to it
in passing. The hon. Member cannot
therefore take it up. He only said that
co-operative depots may be established.
Theshon. Member cannot discuss that
matter now. He can bring it up when
we come to the separate vote.

Mr. Cholmondeley Goonewardene: I
wish to speak a few words on the
welfare of fishermen.

The Chairman: We have not yet come
~ to that sub-head.

Mr. A. Reginald Perera (Dehiowita):
May I have some information regarding
fresh water fish? _

The Chairman: That comes under a
different sub-head. :

Dr. Perera: May I get some informa-
tion about these new Inspectors to be
apppinted? There is already provision
for some 12 Fisheries Inspectors.

The Hon. Mr. Sittampalam: The
number of Inspectors is the same as-for
last year. It has been deleted by a
mistake, and I am restoring it.

Dr. Perera: What I want to know is
whether it is an addition to the existing
number of Fisheries Inspectors or is it
an entirely new item?

The Hon. Mr. Sittampalam: We are
having the same number of Inspectors.
You will find that if you total it up,
although this is a new item.

The Chairman: They are going to be
temporary additional staff.

Mr. J. J. Fernando: May I ask a
question regarding the Training School
for Fishermen?

The Chairman: That comes under a
different sub-head. We are still on
sub-head 1.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

‘sel charting our seas.
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Mr. S. A. Pakeman (Appointed
Member): T would like to call the atten-
tion of the Hon. Minister to a remark
made by the hon. Appointed Member
(Major Oldfield) in the course of the
Second Reading Debate on the Appro-
priation Bill, regarding a recent fishery
survey made by a Swedish survey ves-
I should like to
know whether any information has been
obtained from the Swedish Government
about this survey which might be of
value to the fishing industry.

Sub-head 4.—Research and Inshore
fishery investigations, Rs. 7,000.

Mr. Dahanayake: Year after year we
have passed votes for research and In-
shore fishery investigations, but nothing
whateyer has been done. The Hon.
Minister must tell us what research
work and what fishery investigations he
can do with the paltry sum of Rs. 7,000.
If proper 1‘esea.r51 work is to be done,
it will be necessary even to study the
movements of fish. It will be neces-
sary to find oubt in what portions of the
ocean one could get a big catch. This
information is not available. There' is
nothing available in the Department.

I have been fighting for some research
stations down South, but nothing has
been done. There seems to be some
research work done here—somewhere
near Gralle Face. They are probably
fishing for men at Galle Face. The De-
partment is fishing for men. I cannot
understand what research work has been
done. If a study of the coastal belt is
made, you will be able to carry out an
investigation of deep sea fishing, inshore
fishing, and even fishing in ponds inshore.
There are for instance, the Koggala and
thé Dodanduwa lakes on either side of
Galle. The deep sea fishers of Gandara
are interested in the matter, but nothing
whatever has been done in regard to it,
as far as we can see. I want the Hon.
Minister to give us an assurance that a
research station will be set up immedi-
ately somewhere near Galle, perhaps at
" Buona Vigta "’ in the constituency of

my good Friend the Member for
Weligama.

This paltry sum .of money is an
attempt to hoodwink all the people of

this country. What is the research work -
you can do with this sum?
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Mr. 8. A. Silva: As regards inshore
fishery investigations, I would like to
ask the Hon. Minister whether there is
any officer in his Department qualified
to do that work.

The Hon. Mpr. Sittampalam: As a
matter of fact, there is an entire depart-
ment set up for this work with an
Assistant Director, a Naturalist and
others who will carry out investigations
and research, This particular item has
been misunderstood. It is in connection
with the maintenance of pearl banks,
investigation about inshore oysters, and
S0 on. :

Mr. Dahanayake: What is being done
at Galle Face?

The Hon, Mr. Sittampalam: There is
a whole department there. Their sala-
ries and a laboratory have been provided
for. I admit they have not been doing
much up to now; but now that a labora-
tory has ‘been provided for, we are
hoping to do some research work in the
coming year.

Mr. S. A, Silva: What has been done
in regard to Research and Inshore
fishery investigation? That is very
important work, ‘A search for new fish-
ing grounds is a very important thing.
1t will help the fishermen. I would ask
the Hon. Minister whether he has any
qualified officer to do this work, and if

not, why he has not got one, even from -

Japan.

Sub-head 6.—Establishment of rearing
ponds for fresh water fish and fresh
water fishery development,

Rs. 15,000.

Mr. A. Reginald Perera: If we shift
from the deep sea to our inland waters,
we will find the same chaos continuing
year after year. We have been passing
money for research about fresh water
fish. The position I take is this, that
if real work is to be done, this amount is
insufficient; and as we know how things
are done today this sum is an absolute
waste. In fact, regarding fresh water
fish, it has been a case of little fry
wandering aimlessly in a wilderness of
ignorance.

Take the Kelani river for instance. If
it is carefully supervised from a place
iike Ginigathena to Kaduwela, after ten

13 AUGUST 1948¢
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years that area will yield a good harvest.
For instance, there is the marcia, a very
edible and a very fast growing fish, and
the leyla . : '

Mr. Dahanayake: Marcia is the name
of a girl.

Mr. A. Reginald Perera: It is a fast-
growing, edible fish.

But what is happening today? = On
the banks of the river there is indiscri-
minate dynamiting of fish with the
knowledge and connivance of the:
headmen of the different areas.

11.30 A.M.

Last year, you will remember, we
voted a sum of Rs. 10,000 for some fish-
ing club in Nuwara Eliya. We protested
against that policy of giving Rs. 10,000
to -a private club and making Govern-
ment servants club officials [Interrup-
tion.] It is the Nuwara Eliya Salmon
Club, or Fishing Club, or something like
that.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: That is
not correct, Sir. ;

Mr. A. Reginald Perera: I would like
the Hon. Minister to look into these
matters. I understand that some kind
of fish was being carefully nursed in
Peradeniya and that during the floods
they got away and are now flourishing -
in some of the dry zone tanks—the
gourami fish. I want some information
as to what we propose to do in the
future in regard to fish culture. How
are we going to tackle this important
problem with this paltry sum?

Mr. S. A, Silya: With regard to fresh
water fish culture, the gourami was
imported to this Island about s®ven
or eight years back, or even earlier.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
About twenty-five years ago.

Mr. S. A. Silva: Yes. I was once
told by the Hon. Prime Minister’s
nephew that in his estate ponds there
are gourami weighing forty to fifty
pounds. What has the Government
done to develop the fresh water fish
tanks in this Island?
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Mr. Bauddhadasara: In my electorate
in the Tamankaduwa area there are a
number of fresh water tanks. There
was an attempt made by the Department
to start a fish breeding centre, and a tank
was built at Polonnaruwa, but this tank
is about twenty-five miles away from
the fresh water lake and in front of &
cemetery. Nothing has been done
there, and this tank is, so to speak, a
tombstone to the industry.

__ In the Tamankaduwa avea the gourami

fish is found in abundance. TFven in
the Colombo markets you find a large
amount of Lule fish which comes from
other parts of the country, but the Gov-
ernment has made no effort to develop
this industry. I would appeal to the
Government to establish g smpall ice
plant somewhere in Mutugala or a place
like that to help these people who are
engaged in this industry at present.

The Hon. Mr. Sittampalam: We sent
an officer to Malaya who returned only
about three weeks ago. He was away
from April to June. He studied fresh
water fisheries and he has come back,
and we are establishing a tank at Polon.
naruwa, the hon. Member's consti-
tuency, for the rearing of fresh water
fish. “We hope that we would be able
to go ahead with the work and be able
to stock the many inland rivers and
$anks with edible fish.

Mr. Dahanayake: We want more de-
tails about the work that the Ministor
proposes should be done in this research
station, whether research work would
be done, for instance, in connexion with
the curing and preserving of fish and the
manufacture of its various by-products,
whether research will be done to study
the movement of sea fish, and whether
research will be done fo expand and
improve the existing fisheries. The
Fisheries Research Station should be ir
the charge of specialists who know what
they are about. What T feel is that the
- Rescarch Station up to this point has
_done very little and that the whole thing

is an amateurish effort, which will bring -

no lasting benefit to the people. The
Hon. Minister must consider thig ve-
search - work as the most important
activity he will have to undertake in the
immediate future, if he is fo improve
this industry. We have seen this vote

-
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of Rs. 50,000 occurring year after year,

but we have seen no results from what-

ever research has been done. We have
seen no journal-or publication in which
the results of the research are published.
As a matter of fact, we feel that we are
simply throwing away good meney on
something utterly useless. 1 ask the
Hon. Minister to reorganize his research
branch to see that some results are
achieved as quickly as possible.

Major Jayewickreme: We would like
to have the names of the gentlemen who
are doing this research work. 1 think
it is vital to find out who are the people
who have undertaken this research, be-
cause as the hon. Member “or (Galle
pointed out, the entire fabric of this in-
dustry depends on the research that we
are going to do. If the Hon, Minister
will let us know who the people are who
are undertaking this work, we shall at
least know avhether they are capable of
doing this work. :

Mr. G. R. Motha (Maskeliya): Will
the Hon. Minister tell us the nature of
the equipment that is going to be
purchased for the research station?

The Hon, Mr. Sittampalam: We have
got no research station at-all. We have -
to equip a laboratory with the usual
waterpipes and other things. These
things are very expensive—the necessary
retorts and things like that. AIl this
was provided for last time, but as I
stated before

- Dr, Perera: Was that sum of
Rs. 50,000 spent last year? Or is this
a re-vote?

The Hon. Mr. Sittampalam: It is not
a re-vote. The laboratories were not
equipped last year, and the money pro-
vision may have lapsed. We have pro-
vided what we think will be spent this
year. The Director himself is a research
officer. He will be in charge of one of
the laboratories. We have also provid-
ed for Assistant Research officers, and
the Naturalists themselves will do
research, One of the Naturalists has
already been appointed.

Dr;. Perera: The Department had an
aquarium some time back in Mount

Layinia.  Ts it still operating?
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The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
That is not run by the Department
That was run by Dr, Almeida.

Dr, Perera: Did not the Government
give it a subsidy?

The Hon, Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
Government may have given a grant I
am not sure.

Sub-head 8.—Fees and Ezpenses of
Experts, Rs. 5,000.

Mr. S. KA. Silva: With regard to
Sub-head 8, ‘‘ Fees and KExpenses of
Experts *’, T would like to ask the Hon.
Minister what expert knowledge we
could gain by spending a paltry sum of
Rs. 5,000. As hon. Members are aware,
there is no expert on the fishing industry
in this Island. If we want expert know-
ledge on this industry, we will have to
import an expert from either Norway or
Portugal, or even from Japan. . If the
Hon. Minister really means business, he
must ask for more money on this vote
and get one or two really first-class ex-
perts from abroad to develop this indus-
try, which is bound to give employment
to a large section of the population.

The Chairman: This Vote is only to
provide the fees and expenses of experts
whom the Director may wish to consult
in connexion with any feature of the
fisheries development.

Mr. S. A. Silva: When there are no
experts, how can the Director consult
them?

The Hon. Mr. Sittampalam: This is
not intended to pay the actual fees of
experts. For exampley some experts
may come on their own. Recently we
had an expert, Mr, Keshtavan, coming
here, and there was another, Mr.
Hitching, the Colonial Adviser. We
have to pay their hotel fees, pay for their
cars, and so on. We do not pay fees.

Mr. Dahanayake: What a confession
of absolute indifference towards the in-
dustry the Hon. Minister has just now
made! He and his Department are
waiting for experts to drop down from
the heavens What is the meaning of
this? I think  this money is bemc
thrown away. Some persondraps im.o
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see the Director, they have a feed in the
afternoon, have a chat, and the Director
writes down that he has had a chat with
such-and-such a fishery expert. It
there be an expert from abroad. We do
not grudge the money at all.

" Sub-head 9.—Training of officers
in specialized work, Rs. 38,000.

Dr. Perera: With regard to Sub-
head 9, *‘ Training of officers in
specialized work,””’ where are these
people being trained?

The Hon. Mr,

Sittampalam : They

-are being sent to England for training.

We propose to send an engineer for
fraining in refrigeration. Both an
engineer and a naturalist will be sent.

Dr. Perera: Did you send anybody
last year? Apparently there was a vote
of Rs. 38,000 last year.

The Hon. Mr. Sittampalam: We
did not send anyone last year.
Then this must be a

Dr. Perera:

re-vote.

Sub-head 10.—Fisheries Training.

Mr. J. J. Fernando: May I ask the
Hon. Minister whether there is any
scheme for organizing fishery schools
throughout the Island? I  would
suggest that at least one school be
established in my area at Mattakottuwa.

Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena: I would
suggest that the Minister should consult
the most experienced fishermen in the
area and get practical experience in
running this Department. :

Dr. Perera: Might I know where the

- fisheries training school is going to be

established, or, if it is already establish-
ed, where it is? Is this a training
school for fishermen, or for whom?
What is the particular idea behind this
Fisheries Training School?

The Hon. Mr, Sittampala.m' The
idea is to give a training in the handling
of mechanized vessels like trawlers.
Swimming, rowing and sailing will also

be taugh.t. ‘Tt will be egtablished in the
Harbour.
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Dr. ; <Perera:  That-: is, " 'to train

_ fishermen?
The Hon. Mr. Sittampalam: Yes.
Mpr. Motha: Not to train the fish!

Dr. Perera: Surely, the Minister
must have some idea of what he pro-
poses to do. How does he propose to
recruit these men? Does he propose to
take on some young men and train
them up? Does he mean mechanized
fishing in the sense of using motor-boats
and so on?

The Hon. Mr. Sittampalam: We
have a number of mechanized vessels,
and we start schools like this to train
young men to man these vessels.

Dr. Perera: Is it a subsidy to the
C. R. N. V. R.?

The Hon. Mr. Sittampalam: It will be
under the C. R. N. V. R.

‘Mr. A. Reginald Perera: TIs this for
life-boats to save this sinking
department?

Mr. Dahanayake: Can the Hon. Min-
ister devise a scheme of getting small
motor craft and training our men to use
them?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
That is exactly what he said.

Mr. Dahanayake: On Sub-head 11, I
want to know how many life-boats there
are and why no life-boats have been
given to the Southern coast. The
‘‘ Sirima "' was the only life boat of
the Department, but poor °° Sirima *’
1s still languishing in the waters of Kal-

pitiya transporting fish, instead of
saving lives. This is another wvote
intended to disarm criticism. No

rescue work is done by the Department.
Year after year we pass a vote for life-
boats, but the only life-boat the Depart-
ment has is doing other work. T repeat
again that the coastal area from
Ambalangoda to Matara needs a life-
boat, and the Hon Minister must see
that that is given immediately.

Mr. S. A. Silva: Under this sub-head,
I would earnestly urge the Hon. Minister
to consider the necessity of providing
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fast-running boats at important fishing
centres to go to fishing grounds. More
time is spent by the fishermen to get to
the fishing ground than is actually
spent on fishing. Therefore, if there

. are fast-running boats which could take

the fishermen across, more hours could
be spent on actual fishing than is done
now. Today, these men cannot do even
one hour’s actual fishing. Last year we
voted a sum of Rs. 60,000. I should
like to ask the Hon. Minister why it is
that not a single boat was purchased
last year.

11.45 a. M.

Mr. H. D. Abeygoonewardane
(Matara): I wish to endorse the state-
ment made by the hon. Member for
Galle in regard to life-boats for the Sou-
thern Province. In the past, a large
number of accidents have occurred, and
there have been more than fifteen deaths
in the Dondra area alone. That being
so, I would request the Hon. Minister
to see that life-boats are provided for
these fishermen,

Mr. Cholmondeley Goonewardene:
May I suggest that beacons be put up
along the coast for the better protection
of fishermen? All these years this
necessity has been overlooked. Even
the local authorities have not paid suffi-
cient heed to this question. It is there-
fore time that the Government acted in
the matter.

Mr. Mathew: I cannot understand
the proposition of the hon. Member for
Galle that one life-boat should be sup-
plied. It will be necessary to purchase
a number of life-hoats and to distribute
them among the fishermen.

Mr. A. Reginald Perera: What about
rubber_ balloons?

Dr. Perera: TLast year too we pro-
vided a sum of Rs. 60,000 for the pur-
chase of life-boats. Is this year’s
request a re-vote? TIf that is so, it
should have been mentioned.

Mr. Sinnalebbe: May I know to-what

centres these life-boats would be
distributed ?
The Hon. Mr. Sittampalam: The

present life-boat plies between Karaduwa
All the private boats
there arve under repair.  We charge fifty
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cents per trip for a person to be trans-
ported. We are buying life-boats for
Rs. 60,000, and the first one will be
located at Dondra. With regard to the
question of having beacons along the
coast, I shall look into the matter and
see whether we can provide them.

Mr. S. A. Silva: With regard to sub-
head 12, ‘‘ Fishery Roads '’, 1 should
like to know who contructs these roads
and in whose charge they are.

The Hon, Mr. Sittampalam: The.y
are in the charge of the Iisheries’
Department, as in the past.

Mr. Dahanayake: Please let us have
an account of the fishery roads that the
Hon. Minister has constructed. My
own impression is that nothing has been
done.

The Hon. Mr. Sittampalam: In my
own coustituency there have been
certain fishery roads constructed, and I
have been on them.

Mr, Dahanayake: With regard to sub-
head 14, ‘* Purchase and erection of fish
by-products plant ', an amount of
Rs. 75,000 has been estimated for.
What is the plant that the Hon. Minister
can obtain for this sum? What is the
proposal before the Government? Last

year we voted a sum of Rs. 30,000 for

the same purpose. Have you purchased
any by-products plant yet? My infor-
mation is that nothing has been done
under this sub-head and that the Gov-
ernment’s present proposal is also to do
nothing. Is that so?

The Chairman: The Hon. Minister has
already explained that during the last
year or more actually no work has been
done: The Department has been re-
organized with new officials, and they
are trying to do as much as possible for
the work this year. In the case of most
of these items hon. Members will please
note that they are revotes.

The Hon. Mr. Sittampalam: Just as
we cannot start a sugar factory till we
have got the sugar-cane, we cannot do
anything in this matter until we get the

machinery.
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Mr. Dahanayake: Do you propose to
purchase a plant for the curing and

preservation of fish algo?

 The Hon. r. Sittampalam: The
vote is for the purchase of a by-products
pl&nt.

‘Mr. Dahanayake: What do you mean
by by- produots"

The Hon. Mr. Sittampalam: They are
fertilizers. Of all the trawler fish that
we get, we sort oubt the offal for this

purpose. We want to convert that into
fertilizers.
Mr. Dahanayake: During the last

year or two we have buried tons of fish
because of the irregular mannner in
which the Department handles the
position.

‘Mr. Abeygoonewardane: With regard
to sub-head 15, ‘‘ Coastal navigation
aids and removal of obstruction to
fishing and' survey of sites for local
fishery harbours ’’, I should like to know
from the Hon. Minister how many
harbours he intends to construct. I ask
the question because the sum voted
seems to be inadequate. In. the South
coast the fishermen are unable to carry
on fishing unless an adequate number of
fishery harbours are constructed

@ AN e B LR R e
The Chau‘man Thls vo‘ne is not one
for the construction of fishery harbours.
It is for coastal mnavigation aids,
removal of obstruction to fishing, and
survey of sites for local fishery harbours.

5444—1?-'
J

Major Jayewickreme: Sir, I had occa-
sion to bring this matter to the notice
of the Hon. Minister yesterday and he
gave me a very sympathetic hearing.
But, I should like to record the utterly
callous manner in which the Department
of Fisheries is dealing with this problem.
The Hon. Minister must be apprised of
these difficultigs. Yesterday, it - so
happened that a delegation, including
myself, representing 5,000 people, inter-*
viewed the Hon. Minister. A request.
was made of the Department of
Fisheries to remove certain obstructions
to fishing. The present position is that
there is a natural gulf of 80 feet, and
a reef has grown there. There have been


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

1427 Appropriation Bill HOUSE OF

[ Major Jayewickreme. | :
thirteen deaths during the past few
years as a result of boats being dashed
against the reef. Boats that go out
during a particular time cannot return
if a storm intervenes. Representations
were made to the Director of Fisheries to
blast the growing reef and also to widen
the passage through which the boats
come by 30 feet. That obstruction will
have to be removed if the fishermen are
to earn their living. I had to put this
question to the Hon. Minister, and the
answer given by him was, I think, that
the whole matter would require techni-
cal investigation, Tf this matter is going
to take time it would create discontent
among a mass of 5,000,-odd people in
Gandara and Dondra.

The Hon. Minister gave a very sympa-
thetic hearing to the delegation. So, at
least, let him instruct the Department
of Fisheries that, when requests are
made, they should send somebody to
investigate the matter and report
giving sound technical - advice, I
earnestly ask the Hon. Minister to con-
sider this matter. TLet us now get ahead
with this type of work even if we have
to spend a lakh of rupees in order to
save the lives of the fishermen. T know
every hon. Member of this House will
agree that money spent in that way will
be well spent.

Mr. Dahanayake: I pointed out the
dangerous existence ‘of an obstructive
reef in the Unawatuna, Bay. Although
the Director visited the scene, nothing
has been done. In such matters as this,
I fear other Government departments are
not co-operating with the Fisheries
Department. :

~The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
What are the other departments?

. Mr. Dahanayake: Evidently the Fish-
eries Deparfment has no expert to give
an authoritative statement on such ques-
tions as soil erosion that may result
from the removal of an obstruetive reef.
*I believe, when petitions are sent, they

are referred to the Port Commission, who

in turn, shelve them. I earnestly ap-
peal to the Hon. Prime Minister fo see
that all requests that are made for the
removal of obstructive rocks and reefs
receive immediate investigation. Tt . is
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not merely a question of protecting the
lives of the fishermen; it is also a ques-
tion of getting a greater catch of figh
during certain seasons of the year.
When winds begin to blow harder and
when the sea becomes rough, these ob-
structive reefs cannot be easily discerned.
The result is that fishermen keep away
from fishing in the entire belt. Fr.om
the economic angle this is a very im-
portant matter, and we hope that much
more will be done under this sub-head
in the coming year than was done in the

past.

Mr, Abeygoonewardane: Since 1931
the people of Paraduwa have made re-
quests to the Government to blast cer-
tain rocks because they were unable to
fish during a particular season. In spite
of those requests, nothing has been done
to blast these rocks. 1 hope the Hon.
Minister will take this matter up.

The Hon. Mr. Sittampalam: The
technical advice which I have received
is that the blasting of these reefs might
lead to soil erosion. I think I have to
be more careful, because, if I get these
reefs blasted and if the coast erodes, the
population will blame me for not using
greater wisdom. But that does not
mean that I propese to turn down the
request of the deputation that came to
me. We shall look into their request
very carefully, and if we can make cer-
tain that there will be no soil erosion,
certainly, I shall have the reefs blasted.

Sub-head 18.—Propaganda, advertise-

ment, and Publication of fish
marketing  information  bulletin,
Rs. 12,000.

Dr. Perera: I move, ‘“ That the Vote
be reduced by Rs. 1,000 in respect of
sub-head 18:'’.

Can we have some information on
this sub-head?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
That is to give more information.

The Hon. My, Sittampalam:  The
scheme is a very confidentia] one. The
proposal we had in mind was to allow a
system of licensed traders to buy the
fish and sell it—to have g minimum
price at which they must buy it and a
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maximum price at which they must sell
the fish. We intend to have a skeleton
organization ready to take this business
over if the private traders and buyers
fail. Tt is a big scheme, and we are still
examining it to find out whether there
will be any evils in the working of it or
whether any other scheme will - be
necessary. In the meantime, we have
advised the fishermen to form themselves
in’to societies.

Dr, Perera: I was talking about the

bulletin. . .
The Chairman: That is the same
thing. ‘
'The. Hon. Mr. Sittampalam: We

“need all this propaganda advertisement.

The Chairman: | The

suspended till 2 p.m.

Sitting  is

Sitting accordingly suspended until
2 pom., and then resumed.

Sub-head 16.—Pearl Bank Ins.pection.,
Rs. 25,000,

Dr. Perera: 1 move, ‘“ That the‘ Vote
be reduced by Rs.' 1,000 in respect of
sub-head 16."’

The only point T want to raise ig this.
Sub-head 4 deals with Research and
Inshore  fishery investigations. The
Hon. Minister informed the House that
that provision was also for the Pearl
Bank inspection. Now we find that
there is a separate item altogether for
Pearl Bank inspection. Why cannot
the two Votes be lumped together, if
that were so?

The Hon. Mr. Sittampalam: We
are expecting a new kind of oyster off
the coast of Trincomalee. That is an-
other kind of oyster. This relates to our
Marichchukkaddi Pearl Bank.

Sub-head 18.—Propaganda, advertiss-
ment, and publication of fish
marketing  information  bulletin,
Rs. 12,000.

Dr, Perera: We were really discussing
sub-head 18 when we adjourned for
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lunch. Can we have some information
in regard to that sub-head?

The Hon. Mr. Sittampalam: As
I mentioned before, I was talking about
the marketing scheme itgelf. In con-
nexion with the new marketing scheme,
we- will have to advertise by leaflets
about the prices of fish. In connexion
with the leather factory and other fac-
tories, one of our main defects was lack
of advertisement.

Dr. Perera: Is it proposed to issue
this bulletin free?

The Hon. Mr. Sittampalam: Yes;
except that it will be published on ’fhe
same lines as others with advertise-
ments. Normally it will be free.

Mr. Dahanayake: May I know
whether the bulletin will be published
in Sinhalese and Tamil?

The Hon. Mr. Sittampalam: Yes.
Sub-head 23.—Preventive Work,

Rs. 5,000.

. Perera: I move, *‘ That the Vote
be reduced by Rs. 5,000 in respect of
sub-head 23.”’ ‘

What ig this Vote for?

The Hon. Mr. Sittampalam: We
actually intended to start a separate pre-
ventive force because the Police Depart-
ment was finding it difficult to tackle
this work, that is to prevent the dyna-
miting of fish. It is a very serious
matter, and it is going on all over the
place.

Dr. Perera: It is a very difficult job
to prevent it in the whole Island.

The Hon. Mr. Sittampalam: We
hope to make use of the Police Force.

Dr. Perera: I noticed that last year
there was provision for the trawler
““ Raglan Castle ’*. There is no Vote
for this frawler in the Estimates for
1948-49. What is the present position
in regard to this trawler?
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The Hon. Mr, Sittampalam: There is
provision for it under Vote 2. We will
be coming to it soon. It is a token vote
because it is run on a commercial basis.

Major Oldfield: As a rule those of us
who sit here are unable to hear what
the Hon. Minister says. Will he kindly
repeat what he said? '

Dr., Perera: He about the

dynamiting of fish..

spoke

The Hon. Mr. Sittampalam: The
Vote for preventive work is not quite
adequate. We hope to utilize the ser-
vices of the Police. If we cannot get
the Police to do it, then we will have
to come to this House for supplementary
provision.

s@uestion, ° That the sum of
Rs. 724,128 for Head 185, Vote No. 1,
be inserted in the Schedule,”’ put, and
agreed to.

Head 135, Vote 1, as amended, ordered
to stand part of the Schedule.

Vote No. 2.—Loans and grants to fish-
ing ndustry; operation of trawlers
and fishing wvessels; wupkeep and
working of ice and refreigeration
plants; purchase of stocks and
working of welfare depots, Rs. 400.

Sub-head 1.—Loans to Co-operative
Societies and Samitis (Token Vote),
: Rs. 100.

Mr. Cholmondeley Goonewardene:
I wish to say a few words about the con-
ditions of living of the fishermen. This
was touched upon only in passing by
the Hon. Minister, and T would like to
speak about it in a little more detail.

This morning the hon. Third Mem-
ber for Colombo Central (Mr. Keune-
man) said that it is a standing disgrace
that we are not able to supply the vast
majority of the people of this country
with fish at cheaper rates. Apart from
that the conditions of living of the
fishermen, especially their housing con-
ditions, are also a thorough disgrace to
this country. It is surprising that, in
a country that calls itself civilized, these
conditions are permitted to continue.
There is no use in touching merely the
fringe of the problem by having schemes
for fishermen in one or two parts of this
Island only. There are housing schemes
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for urban dwellers which have been
started by the Hon. Minister of Health
and T.ocal Government; the Hon. Min-
ister of Transport and Works has been
compelled to inaugurate schemes for the
Railway workers; but no steps at all
have been taken with regard to schemes
for the poor fishermen. They are neg-
lected. Unless and until a proper sur-
vey is made in areas where there are
concentrations of fishermen and housing
schemes, which would cover the needs of
the majority of the fishermen are in-
augurated, I do not think this problem
will be effectively solved. We do not
expect fishermen to go and oeccupy
houses that are intended for wurban
dwellers. Houses for them should be
situated as close to the sea shore as
possible so that their work and
occupation will not be seriously affected.

We want to have some statement with
regard to this matter because we fesl
that the Government is not doing its
duty by the fishermen. We also want
to know whether the Government in-
tends, during the next financial year,
to evolve a scheme which will provide
houses for fishermen.

- The other matter that T wish to raise
18 with regard to the welfare of fisher-
men during the off-seasons. I think
the Hon. Minister and every hon. Mem-
ber of this House is aware that, for «
period of about six months in the year,
the fishermen are without proper occu-
pation. FEither the Government should
provide schemes to employ those fisher-
men during that period or they should
be given sgome sort of financial
assistance. ]

In my opinion it is an elementary duty
on the part of the Government to attend
fo these two problems which affect a
very large section of he people of this
country.

Mr. Dahanayake: I want to speak
about the granting of loans to co-opera-
tive societies and about the granting of
loans to fishermen. I understand that
the system of granting loans to needy
fishermen has been discontinued. Now,
that is a very sad state of affairs. T also
understand that the reason for discon-
tinuing the granting of loans ig that—

The Chairman: The Hon. Minister
madea,full statement on that. '


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

1433 Appropriation Bill

‘Mr. Dahanayake: large sums of
money are due from those who were
given loans in the past. 1 want to point
out what was wrong with the manner
in which the loans were given in the
past.

The Chairman: That whole matter has
been debated. T believe the hon. Mem-
ber himself pointed out that matter. He
said that the loans were given without
any security and that therefore they can-
not be recovered. I believe the hon.
Member himself pointed out this matter.

Mr. Dahanayake: Questions were
asked from the Hon. Minister and re-
plies were given, but the whole question
was not thrashed ouf. :

The Chairman: And supplementary
questions were asked.

Mr. Dahanayake: Today the needy
fishermen are unable to get loans.  On
the other hand, certain other fishermen
are in acute distress because of these
outstanding loans.

I want to point out how the Depart-
ment has blundered in this matter.
When these loans were given, the De-
partment expected the fishermen to sell
their catch to the Department and when
the catch was sold, the distributing
scheme of the Department was so bad
that large quantities of fish had to be
buried and large losses were incurred by
the Government. When the Govern-
ment found that it was losing on the
distribution scheme, the Government
did something very strange. Tt told
the fishermen to whom loans were given,
““We are going to deduct 50 per cent.
from the controlled price of fish and pay
you accordingly.” Hence, Sir, if a
fisherman who had obtained a loan gave
to the Department a ecatech worth
Rs. 500 according to the control rates,
he got credit for only Rs. 250. This

system continued and the fishermen at .

the end of the period of control found
it impossible to pay off the loans because,
by an artificial method introduced in
order to cover up the transactions of the
(Government, half the actual cost of the
purchases were credited not in favour
of the fishermen but in favour of the
Government. Now we say that that
policy was wrong.

Today I understand that about Rs. 4
or Rs. 5 lakhs are outstanding from these
fishermen and the . various,societies

13 AUGUST 1948
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For instance, I understand that a co-
operativé society in the North, some-
where in Point Pedro, owes the Depart-
ment about Rs. 150,000, and it cannot
pay this money back. What should the
Government do now? I am going to
make a very serious suggestion to the
Hon. Minister for his consideration. In
view of the fact that during the period
of the war so many other industries were
subsidized, in view of the fact, for in-
stance, that the peasants of this country
got indirect subsidies such as the free
issue of manure and implements, I ask
that the Minister should consider wip-
ing off at least 50 per cent. of the value
of the loans that were granted. If the
loan was to the value of Rs. 200,000 let
him wipe off Rs. 100,000, as a bad debt,
or rather as a subsidy to the industry.
I want the Hon. Minister to consider
this position very seriously because so
many deserving fishermen and so many
deserving societies are in distress today,
and it is up to the Hon. Minister to
grant them due redress.

2.15 p.m,

Is the Hon. Minister also aware that
when these loans were granted, some of
the loans went, not to the actual fisher-
men themselves, but to owners of fleets.
of lorries and others? I am mentioning
that by the way, Sir, in order to inti-
mate to the Hon. Minister, if further
proof is necessary, that the Department
bungled the entire business. The De-
partment blundered and blundered
badly, and now the poor fishermen are
in distress.

On the one side we ask that the system
of giving loans should be revived and,
on the other, we ask that those fronr
whom sums are still outstanding be
granted relief. We also ask that the
Hon. Minister should go into the whole
question afresh and view this matter as
one thaf concerns the fishermen, and
the industry as a whole, most vitally;
let the Department not exact the last
ounce of blood from these poor people
who have served us so well, especially
during the period of emergency, and let
them be granted due redress without
delay. '

Mr. Keuneman: 1 would like to
develop one of the points which the hon.
Member for Galle touched on but did not
develop, and that is with regard to this
mattericef loans.
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| M. Keuneman. |

1 would like to ask the Hon. "Minister
whether he can satisfy this House
that, in the future, when he once again
starts issuing loans, these loans will go
directly to the co-operative societies or
samitis or the actual fishermen them-
selves. According to the information
that 1 have been able to glean on this
matter, Sir, some of the very large
outstanding sums which the Hon. Minis-
ter and his Department have not been

- able to recover, are sums which had -

been most recklessly given to persons
who are fish distributors and fish
mudalalis, and who have nothing at all
to do with the actual catching of fish.

Thoge are the persons who, to a very

large extent, have defaulted in paying
up. I do not want to go into the details
because there are rather nasty stories
connected with this matter which, 1
think, will be taken up in another place
on another occasion.

‘Mr. K. Kanagaratnam (Vadduk-
koddai) : It is a very fishy business!

Mre. Keuneman: Yes. 1 would like
this definite agsurance from the Hon.
Minister, namely, that because of the
past bungling and because of the past
fishy business that has taken place, the
poor fishermen, who are badly in need
of loans, will not be let down, and that
the system of granting loans to them
through their co-operative societies will
once again .be started, and also that,
. when it is started, the loans will go to
the persons who are actually engaged in
the catching of fish and not to the
mudalalis and such other middlemen.

Mpr. S. A. Silva: There is the further
fact that these so-called samitis are not
co-opertive gocieties. They were formed
in the past by people who were not at
all in the trade. For' instance, in
Negombo there was 'a society, the
President of which was a proctor; and it
was a very good society too.
[ Interruption.] The Thon. Appointed
Member (Mr. Oldfield) too seems to be
aware of this.

Mr. Dahanayake: A proctor fishes for
men !

Mr. A. Reginald Perera: For money !

REPRESENTATIVES
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Mr. S. A. Silva: These people had
taken loans from the Department and
now this President is giving loans to the
traders after obtaining security. There
is a sum of Rs. 85,000 involved, and I
cannot understand why this sum should
be wiped off.

Another point which 1 wish to stress
is about the appropriation of one-tenth
of the catch of the fishermen by the
different churches in the Island. The
Department should establish fishing
harbours to which the people could bring
their catch and sell it. Now, in Negombo
particularly, where the Hon. Parlia-
mentary Secretary to this Ministry hails
from, the people have to fish and bring
the catech to the selling place which is
given on a lease to a mudalali, and he
deducts one-tenth of the selling price of
the fish. This illegal fine that is being
levied from the poor fishermen should
be stopped immediately.

Dr. Perera: Can the Hon. Minister
also angwer this question? What is the
total amount of loans granted and actu-
ally outstanding at the present moment?
How much does he think is recoverable,
and how much irrecoverable?

The Hon. Mr. Sittampalam: The
outstanding balance on the 1st July was.:
advances to groups Rs. 1,269,203.61,
advances to individual fishermen about
Rs. 217,000, and advances on fish
marketing Rs. 309,000.

Mr. Dahanayake: Loans outstanding?

The Hon, Mr. Sittampalam: Advances
mean outstanding loans.

Dr. Perera: Can you say roughly how
much is recoverable? '

The Hon. Mr. Sittampalam: It is
very difficult to say. If we’ continued
the marketing scheme, probably a good
part of this money would have been
recovered. Although these were called
advances, traders were in the habit of
advancing money to fishermen and
buying their fish and they exploited
them badly. To some extent the
Department advanced money in the
hope that they would get the fish, and
if the Department had continued to buy
fish, ‘part of the advances would have
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been settled by now, by way of the fish
that the Department received from the
fishermen. Now that we intend to have
altogether a new scheme, it is probably
a little difficult to recover the advances.

That brings me to the point raised by
the hon. Member for Galle. What he
suggests is that a large portion of these
advances be written off on the ground
that agricultural workers and others
‘received subsidies, but that the fishing
industry did not receive any subsidy
during the war days. That is a very big
problem, As a matter of fact, the only
subsidy which the peasants received
was, as he says, distribution of manure,
help in weeding and such other items.
I do not think he is referring to the
operation of the Land Development
Ordinance which is quite a different
thing. That subsidy was given for a
year or two. But to say that these
loans should, therefore, be wiped off
means that those who borrowed from
Government would be at an advantage
as against those who did not borrow, and
quite possibly a question may be raised
by others as to why these people should
be placed in an advantageous position
by having half the loans written off.

Mr. Dahanayake: In any case you
recover 50 per cent.

The Hon. Mr. Sittampalam: Tt
might set up a bad precedent. It might
give the impression that if you borrow
from Government there is a good chance
of a part of it being wiped off. Some of
these borrowers may be quite well to do
persons, perhaps some of them might be
plutocrats and the hon. Member for
Galle does not like them to be
plutocrats. When we write off, we will
make the revenue the lesser.

All the same I say that there is a great
~ deal of point in what the hon. Member
says.
in conjunction with the Hon. Minister
of Finance and see whether we can come

to some sort of agreement and, if
necessary, ' write off a part of these
loans. I cannot make a definite

Minister of Finance and look into the
matter and see whether some of these
loans could be waived.

18 AUGUST 11948
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As for the present loan scheme, it will
be almost entirely for the co-operative .
societies. There has been a misunder-
standing on the part of the hon. Mem-
ber for Agalawatta with regard to the
meaning of the word samitis. It is
really a misprint for semati, but we
actually mean a co-operative society
comprising, for instance, a boat owner
and his boatmen. It is not meant to be
for samatis. The loan scheme is entirely
for co-operative societies and, in the casge

of needy fishermen, we have arranged

for them to apply to the Hon. Minister
of Labour and Social Services and get
grants from a distress vote. The Hon.
Minister of Labour and Social Services
has agreed to take over that part of the
work and, whereas hitherto we used to
give money to the fishermen as loans,
we can, in future, give them money as
grants. That is provided for, because I
do not think it will help a needy fisher-
man very much when he feels that he
has a loan of Rs. 300 or Rs. 400 out-
standing as a result of his having met -
with some misfortune, such as failure
of a catch or something else.

We have welfare schemes for our
fishermen and also housing schemes for
them. I do not know whether * hon.
Members have seen the scheme of re- :
organization which my Permanent
Secretary put up about six or seven
months ago. I have examined this
scheme in great detail and now we are
dissecting it and going into it very care-
fully, with a view to adopting a good
many parts of it, as Government policy.
There is provision there for- welfare
schemes for fishermen. We are trying
to start some kind of society through
which we can collect money from them
during fishing seasons and pay it back
to them during the off-seasons. We
want to" try and do that because these
fishermen make a lot of money during
the good seasons which they spend very
freely and find themselves left without
anything for the off-seasons.  We are
trying to adjust all that and see that
they are able to maintain themselves
all the year round. I should like to
explain the scheme that we have in view
i more detfail, but it will ocecupy a lot

of time.
promise, but I shall consult the Hon. .

Mr. Cholmondeley Goonewardene:

What about housing schemes for the
fishermen? : : :
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The Chairman: He has already
explained about housing schemes.

Mr. Cholmondeley Goonewardene:
But there is nothing in the Estimates.

The Hon. Mr. Sittampalam: The
housing schemes will be taken up by the
Hon. Minister of Health and Local Gov-
ernment like the scheme at Karaiyur
in Jafina; there is also one that we have
started in Negombo. We will be start-
ing housing schemes in other places too
and all that will be gone into by the
Hon. Minister of Health and Local Gov-
ernment because it was our intention to
incorporate all housing schemes under
one vote. Apart from that, we would
have to go into the administrative areas
of local bodies, and they would not like
our starting schemes for a particular
class of persons without their having a
voice in the matter. That is why we
have handed it over to the Hon. Min-
ister of Health and T.ocal Government.
And as all the Ministers are working
in eonjunction with each other, T shall
ensure that proper steps are taken to
have -these fishermen provided with
houses. We are well aware that these
fishermen are living under extremely
difficult conditions, and we are doing
our best for them. If is a great pity
that they have to live under those con-
ditions, but steps are being taken to
improve their lot.

During the course ot his Budget
speech, when dealing with agriculture
and industries, the Hon, Minister of
Finance said that we should spend larger
sums of money for the future welfare
of the Island, and first increase our re-
serves to be able to do better things for
the people. Housing schemes and
similar projects are ventures which have
no productive return. Of course, we
must proceed with such matters ags
rapidly as we can, but we must be care-
ful that we do not over-emphasize that
aspect of our expenditure as compared
with the productive side of it. If we
do that, we might soon find ourselves
bankrupt. I do not want hon. Mem-
bers to think that we are actually cutting
down our expenditure in this direction.
We are fully alive to the situation, ande
we shall certainly take note of the diffi-
cqii}slies that these people have to contend
witn. B

REPRESENTATIVES
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Dr. Perera: Will the Hon. Minister
inform me whether the grant of loans to
these people will be held up on the
ground that there are these outstanding
loans? That is one thing that we are
worried about. The question that wWas
taken up some time ago was in con-
nexion with these outstanding loans. In
the Estimates you will find that the total
amount outstanding on account of loans
should not exceed Rs. 1,750,000, Will
the Hon. Minister go into this matter also
and, if necessary, raise the maximum
amount which he is going to grant as
a loan?

2.30 P.M.

The Hon. Mr. Sittampalam: I
will explain that. I placed the matter,
as one of urgency, before the Cabinet
for its sanction, because I cannot spend
the revenues of this country without the
concurrence of my colleagues, and we
shall have to carry on as best we can
for the next few months.

Mr. Dahanayake: I want housing
schemes for the fisherfolk. I am afraid
the Minister is evading responsibility.
Let me remind him that the Minister
of Transport and Works has carried out
a scheme of his own for the Railway
workers. The Minister of Fisheries must
carry out a scheme on his own for those
people who are engaged in the fishing
industry. We say that because the
scheme of the Hon. Minister of Health
will take wus nowhere. The Hon.
Minister of Health stipulates that any
urban council or village committee should
pay one-third of the cost of the building
scheme. There is not a single village
committee that can afford to pay one-
third of a building scheme. That means
that there will be no building schemes
at all, or that the Minister and his
e(_)llleagues will be building castles in the
air! :

I ask that the Minister of Fisheries
should show greater responsibility in the
discharge of his duties and that he
should evolve a scheme of housing to
include all places where there are con-
centrations of fishermen, without passing
on the baby-to the Minister of Health,

Dr. Perera: This, I suppose, is the
proper moment to raise the question of
the Raglan  Castle.”” Could the

1440
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 Minister give us a statement as to the

present position with regard to the use
of this vessel. Some time ago the
" Raglan Castle *’ was giving us a suffi-
ciently large catch commensurate with
its normal running expenses. At least,
that was the impression I had. I hope
the Hon. Minister will correct me if I
am wrong. What T should like to know
is whether the ‘° Raglan Castle ' is an
economie proposition, whether it gives
an economic return for the total sum
expended on it, and whether the use of
trawlers of that type will be a feasible
proposition in the future in Ceylon,
judging from the experience we have
gained by using the ‘‘ Raglan Castle .

Mr. Dahanayake: I understand that

the ‘‘ Raglan Castle ” is today a ruined

castle! It is under repairs. I would
like to know: how much has been spent

on carrying out repairs to this castle.

The Hon. Mr.. Sittampalam: I
admit that the ‘‘ Raglan Castle ”’ is
often under repairs. However, it was a
paying proposition in spite of that. It
was selling its fish to the fish marketing
scheme at a price well below the prevail-
ing price. It is still a paying proposition.
It still brings in catches of fish to keep
1t going; but the vessel is very old, and
I do not know whether, in time, the
cost of repairs will not probably exceed
the return it gives in the form of fish.
At the moment we do not want to reduce
the quantity of fish that is made
available to the Island, and we are
running the vessel, but not at a loss.

As to the general. question whether
fishing trawlers would be a profitable
proposition, so far, from what we know,
they would be very profitable; but I
consulted some scientific officers who
told me that if we went on operating
on a large scale, some of our fishing
grounds might be depleted after five or
six years, with the result that we might
find that we will not get profitable
catches. But at the moment we find
that the operation of trawlers is very
profitable, and we propose soon to get
another trawler.

Mr. Dahanayake: How much

spent on repairs?

Dr. Perera: Is the
in commission now?

was

‘“ Raglan Castle "’

13" AUGUST 1948
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The Hon. Mr, Sittampalam: Yes.
I do not know about the position today,
but after it undergoes repairs it goes back
to sea. '

—Committee

Mr, Dahanayake: What is the bill for
the repairs?

The Hon. Mr. Sittampalam: It is all
paid from the return we get from the
operation of the vessel.

Mr. Dahanayake: But tell us how
much was spent on repairs, because the
sum might be a revelation.

The Hon, Mr. Sittampalam: I
can get you the figures.

Sub-head 8.—Purchase and working of
wce and refrigerator plants (Token
Vote), Rs. 100.

Mr. Keuneman: I would like to know
from the Hon. Minister what is the
present position regarding the getting
down of refrigerator plants. This has
been a serious deficiency in the fishing
industry and a great deal of fish that
went to waste, as referred to by hon.

Members, was due to the fact that
there were no proper refrigerating
facilities. What is the present position?

The Hon. Mr. Sittampalm: Orders
have been placed for four plants. The
engines of three have arrived and; I
think, the other parts will come soon,
when we will be able to instal the
plants.

Mr. Dahanayake: Can the Minister
tell us when it is anticipated that the
full plants will be in operation?

The Hon. Mr. Sittampalam:

. By
the end of the next financial year.

Mr. Dahanayake: How many }:)Iants
do you propose to have?

The Chairman: Four.
Mr. Dahanayake: Where?

The Hon. Mr. Sittampalam: Tt
has been decided, not by me but by my
predecessor in office, to have one in
Mannar, one in Colombo, one in Chilaw,
and one down the South coast. We can
instal . more plants as needed.
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Dr. Perera: This, Sir, is one of those
items about which we would like to know
the actual financial position. The Hon.
Minister says that he is operating on a
token vote. How much have we

The Chairman: The sum is not to
exceed Rs. 500,000 at ahy time.

Dr. Perera: How much have we lost?
Have we los_t at all?

- The Chairman: The new
refrigation plants are coming.

ice and

Sub-head 4.—Purchase of stock for and
working of fishermen’s equipment and
rice and curry-stuff depots (Token
Vote), Rs. 100.

Dr. Perera: What about sub-head 4?

The Hon. Mr. Sittampalam: That
is to stop the profiteering that is prac-
tised on fishermen. We buy equipment
such as sails, nets, and so on, and rice
and curry-stuffs and sell them to the
fishermen ftill such time as they form
their own co-operative societies to look
after their requirements.

Dr. Perera: What does equipment

mean?

The Hon. Mr. Sittampalam: Nets,
‘and so on. We do not intend to go on
doing it for ever.

Question, ‘‘ That the sum of Rs. 400
for Head 185, Vote No. 2, be inserted
in the Schedule ’’, put, and agreed to.

Head 185, Vote 2, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Head 139.—Minister of Posts and
‘ Telecommunication

Vote No. 1.—Salaries and Expenses of
the Office of the Minister of Posts and
Telecommunication, Rs. 147,864.

Sub-head 1.—Personal Emoluments,
Rs. 117,798.

Mr. Keuneman: There are one or two
points I want to raise in connexion with

the votes of the Hon. Minister of Posts |

and Telecommunication.

" The first is, T would like to have some

sort of statement from the Hon, Minis-

ter on what he intends to dowith Radio

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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SEAC which, we have been told in thig
House, has been received from the Ser-
vice Authorities more or less as a gift.
We have not heard anything more on
this matter. There has been a greaf
deal of public discussion on whether or
not Ceylon can in actual fact afford to run
a broadcasting station of the nature and
range of Radio ‘SEAC. Personally, I

-am very uch in favour of doing so, but

I would like to have a statement from
the Hon. Minister on what the position
is, particularly with regard to the deve-
lopment of broadcasting in Ceylon and
the use of this new radio station which
the Ceylon Government is going to
acquire.

As for the second point, I wish to ask

. the Hon, Minister for an explanation of

certain actions of his in regard to the
Broadeasting Station on _which there
seems to be a great deal of dissatis-
faction and, shall I say, dismay.
are in relation to the Advisory Boards
and the Programme Committees which
are set up by the Hon. Minister. These
bodies usually have certain definite
periods during which they funection, and
then, after that, they are reconstitufed.
But in the case of the last Advisory
Board, it was discovered that it was re-
constituted by the Hon.  Minister even
before its expected lease of life could be
over, and the members of that Advisory
Board, T am reliably informed, were sent
letters intimating to them that their
services would no longer be required by
the Hon. Minister, Some of them seem
to have got the impression that the
letters were couched in a way which
could not be considered courteous: but
that is after all their individual point of
view.

Now the main point I am driving at
is this: that there is a general feeling
that the Hon. Minister’s reason for sum-
marily, as it were, dismissing the Ad-
visory Board existing at the time, is
the fact that this Advisory Board
happened to criticize, by way of a resolu-
tion passed by the Board, certain actions
of the Hon. Minister, and: to express
their disagreement with the Hon.
Minister on those matters. :

As evidence of that, Sir, the fact is
pointed out that the Director of Educa-
tion, who was himself, I believe, the
mover of this particular resolution criti-
cizing the Hon. Minister, was removed

These .
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from the Board; and there is a great deal
of dissatisfaction among those who had
been fairly closely associated with the
broadeasting services of the Broadeasting
Station on this matter. We would like
to have a statement from the Hon.
Minister on why thig has been done.

It has also been pointed out that there
seems to be a certain amount of diseri-
mination in the way in which the Hon.
Minister exercises certain of his fune-
tions in regard to broadcasting. TLast
time, when I raised the question of the
political bias of the Radio Station, the
Hon. Minister gave this House the
assurance that he would personally see
that all scripts were vetted before they
are allowed to go on the air.

The point T want to raise is not one
which deals with political bias, but with
the fact that recently, in the case of the
broadcast on the occasion of the Wesak
celebrations, the Minister exempted all
the speakers who were making broad-
casts from this provision which requires
that they should send in their broadcasts
to be approved in advance. But the
single exception was made in the case of
Dr. Malalasekera and, 1 understand, it
appears that his broadeast was cancelled,
instead of which a eertain item of musie
was played for the delectation of those
who happened to be listening in.

Now there are certain things going on
in the Broadeasting Station which, I
think, have reached the ears of the
public, too, and the public have the right
to know from the Hon. Minister why he
does such things; because, otherwise, it
would seem that the Minister, far from
listening to the advice of his Advisory
Board, is merely trying to create a Board
which will abide by his decision, failing
which, he will summarily dismiss it. In
_all these circumstances, 1 think it is but
fair for the Hon. Minister himself to
make a statement on this matter.

There is another point I would like
to raise under this vote, as 1 see that
this voté deals with thé& Permanent
Secretary; but I do not know whether
you would permit me to raise it here.

The Chairman: You can do so.

Mr. Keuneman: I have received in-
formation from a fairly reliable source
of the fact that the Permanent Secre-

4 ——J.N. 13681 (8/48)
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tary, too, has been interfering a gl‘esjﬁ
deal in the actual running of this
organization. ’

The specific complaint which J have
received, and which I have gone into
as far as it was possible for me to do so, -
is in regard to the question of certain
appointments. The particular appoint-
ment to which I refer was, I believe, in
connexion with a Programme Assistant
in Sinhalese. A number of applications
were considered by a Selection Board
which contained amiong them a Professor
of Oriental Languages of the Ceylon
University, an Assistant Director of
Flducation, and the Chief Sinhalese
Translator to the Government. These
very eminent gentlemen selected a cer-
tain candidate for this particular post;
but, according to the information availa-
ble to me, Sir, a ruling was made by the
Permanent Secretary that the candidate
selected by the Selection Board was not
and that as a
matter of fact, the candidate who came
third according to the decision of the
Board, should be appointed.

Now, with this sort of thing going on
in the Broadeasting Station, and with
this sort of story going on among the
public, T think it would be very advisable
for the Hon. Minister to clear the air, if
it is possible for him to clear it, by
making a statement regarding these
matters.

2.45 p.M.

The other point to which I should
like to draw the attention.of the Hon.
Minister is the very great dissatisfaction
existing among the staff of the
Broadeasting Station.

The Chairman: The hon. Member can
take that up under the next Head.

Mr. Pakeman: During the last
Budget discussion, when this Ministry
came up for consideration, there was a
considerable amount of erificism as to
why the Permanent Secretary and the
Postmaster-General were both doing very
much the same work. This year there is

.one more Department—National Savings

Department—added on to this Ministry.
It would be rather interesting to know
why that was done because, in my opi-
nion, it would be better if that Depart-
ment comes under the Ministry of
Finance.


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

1447 Appr()p'.l'i{i‘-iion Bill
[Mr. Pakeman. |
The point oceurred to mef—probably

it has occurred to the Hon. Minister as

well—whether it would not be better to
separate Posts and Telecommunication
into two departments, the Postal De-
partment and the Telecommunication

Department as has been done in Malaya

and, I believe,. in Burma. I would like

to have the Hon. Minister’s ideas on the

subject. g
It would be possible in that way to

serap one post, either the Postmaster-

General’s or his Assistant’s, and per-

~haps rather slightly lower the status of
the Head of the Postal Department and

raise the status of the Head of the Tele-
communication  Department. It 1is
necessary that something should be done

_ to bring the Permanent Secretary to

" the level of Permanent Secrefaries in

the other Ministries.

It would also avoid the difficulty

which is always likely to arise, as 1it’

has arisen .in the Medical Department,
when the post of Postmaster-General
next falls vacant, as to the branch from
which the promotion should be made.
There are, I believe, in the Telecom-
_munication Department, trained men
with the requisite qualifications who are
very good indeed, and they are the sort
of people who might have more scope if
a separation is effected.

I think the main difficulty is not at tlie
top, but at the bottom. But the Head
of the Telecommunication Department
attends to all the railway telecommuni-
cations and to a lesser extent, I believe,
to those of the Civil Aviation and even
of the Police Department. I do not,
therefore, see any very ‘serious or insur-
mountable difficulty in the matter of
disentangling the Telecommunication
section from the Postal Department, or
in making arrangements similar to those
existing between the Telecommunication
and the Railway Departments. I notice
from the Civil IList that the present
~ Postmaster-General has passed the usual
- retiring age, and it has struck me that
perhaps he is being kept on with this
idea in mind.

I ghould very much like the Hon.
Minister to give some exposition of his
ideas on this subject, or at least an as-
surance that, if he has not already taken
this matter into serious consideration,
he will do so in the future. :
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Mr. Wilmot A. Perera (Matugama):
On the” question of broadeasting, may I
inquire  whether fhe  Broadecasting
Station has audition panels as it did
a few years ago, apart from the advisory
boards?

Mr. Y. G. W. Ratnayaka (Deniyaya):
The broadcasting section is still under
the same Department. I would like to
state that broadcasting is a very import*
ant item according to the needs of the
present day. Broadcasting in other parts
of the world has made rapid advances®
during the last few years. 1 would
therefore suggest that the broadcasting
section be made a separate department
altogether under the same Ministry. For
ingtance, last year, the Meteorological
Department was under the Survey De-
partment. Now the Minister of Agricul-
ture and Lands has a separate Depart-
ment of Meteorology under his Ministry,
thus giving the department more scope
for work. Similarly, I would suggest
that a separate department for broadcast-
ing be created as early as possible.

As we are all aware, broadeasting
helps the masses a great deal with re-
gard to health, education and in various -
other spheres in comnexion with their
daily life. Broadcasting is a specialized
science, and if we send out a few men to
other countries . to study the newest
methods of broadcasting, we would un-
doubtedly be able to bring up our broad-
casting to the standard obtaining in
other countries. '

I would like to have the views of the
Hon. Minister on the question. of
opening a separate department for
broadeasting.

The Hon. My, Sittampalam: With
regard to the question raised by the hon.
Third Member for Colombo Central about
Radio SEAC, negotiations have advanced
considerably since I brought this subject
to the notige of this House, and this
Government has agreed on the principle
of taking over Radio SEAC. We have
now only to consider the details of the
] There is bound to be delay .
in the correspondence with regard to
this matter, and it is difficult to hurry
up negotiations. But hon.. Members
may be quite certain, as I am, that Radio
SEAC will belong to us very soon. '

&
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My, Dahanayake: We would not have
to pay anything?

The Hon., Mr. Sittampalam: No.

The question was raised about the
cost of running it. Radio SEAC will
continue to broadeast to British Forces
for some time. They will be paying us
for that service. In that way, and by
encouraging commercial broadcasting,

- we hope, and 1 am sure we will be able,

.to pay the entire cost of running Radio
SEAC without it being in any way a
burden on the taxpayer.

We are now putting up a new studio,
and by the time Radio SEAC becomes
our property, the studio at Torrington
Square will cease to function. We in-
tend really to have only one broadcasting
station very soon, and all our normal

“ broadcasting will be amalgamated with

the work of Radio SEAC. We will prob-
ably have a mueh more efficient broad-
casting service than in the past; yet our
expenditure on broadeasting will not be

- increased beyond what it would have

been if we had had dual broadeasting

i" under the old system.

B T

It is rather difficult to explain briefly,
during a discussion at the Committee
stage, the meaning of commercial
broadcasting. Hen. Members under-
stand what it is. We will be selling time
on the radio to advertizers, and it is
‘done in such an unobtrusive way that it
does not affect the programmes. Radio
SEAC’s broadcasting is very clear and
could be heard as f&r as China, Japan,
Ethiopia, and other parts of the world.
It is one of the most powerful broad-
casting stations, at least in this part of
the world.

The next question raised by the hon.
Third Member for Colombo Central was
why- we reconstituted the Advisory

. Board. The reason is because I found,

when I made inquiries, that there was =
bad procedure in existence. The Chair-
men and members of the Committees
were themselves broadcasting for pay-
ment and determining what the pro-
grammes should be. In fact, lagt

;;f‘ December, I came to this Enusc with

¢ -a supplementary Vote during the Com-

mittee stage and got an extra
Rs. 100,000, doubling fhe amount pro-
vided previously in order thatiwe ohighet

18 AUGUST
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hawve better bmmdcastmg But the
whole of this amount was l&ced at the
disposal of the Chairman of Comﬂuttees

who themselves, together with members
of the Committees, took part in broad-

cagting and received payment for it.

Mr. Dahanayake: The broadcasting
was ruined. s

The Hon. Myr. Sittampalam: I do not
think anything bad took place, but
having had previous experience and
training in Government Service, it looked
to me an entirely wrong prineciple to
allow such a state of affairs to con-
tinue. Therefore 1 thought it neces-
sary to reconstitute these Boards and,
at the same time, have a rule that the
Chairmen and Members of the Commit-

tees could, as an exceptional case, zet

a refund of expenses, but should not gpt,
pavment when they chose to broadecast,
It is for that reason that a reconstitution
took place.

I admit that it so happened that the
Advisory Board had passed what is
known as a vote of censure on the Minis-
ter—it amounted to a clear vote of
censure—for adopting the policy of try-
ing to vet scripts which they only were
in a position to check. I believe in the
supremacy of this Parliament. The hon.
Third Member for Colombo Central pre-
faced his speech with the words that I
had given an ‘undertaking to this House
that I would see to'it personally that
certain rules were obgerved. If, in pur-
suance of that undertaking, I issued an
order, and a mere advisory board thinks
that it does mnot matter what I pro-
mised Parliament, that they have just
as much authority as we have here, and
passed a vote of censure on the Minister,
I think that conduet is highly
reprehensible.

As for what happened on Wesak day,
one or two members said that they
objected, on principle, to the secripts
being sent to the Minister. Some who -
did pot submit their seripts said: *“ We
do not intend to transgress any of your
rules; we only wish to make a religious
bmddcdqt will you ftrust us and allow
it? 2. If they were persons whom I
could trust, I certainly said, ‘‘ Yes .
But t‘nete were one or two others who
said, *° We object to your checking on
punuple To say: *“ That is all right,
vowean broadeast without my checkmg >
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“would only be nullifying my entire rule.
That is the distinction to which the hon.
Member referred.

There was a reference to an appoint-
ment made by the Postmaster-General;
that the selection board made one re-
commendation and that my Permanent
Seeretary intervened. 1 do not like ta
discuss these appointments. T think i+
would be better if I did not. It is
rather difficult to discuss the subject in
this manner at the Committee stage of
the Budget. Tf it is alleged that there
had been any deliberate favouritism, the
hon. Member should raise it separately,
and then I could look into it. Tt does
not follow that the Postmaster-General
must always accept what the selection
board says.

I do not know how the hon. Third
Member for Colombo Central Became
aware of the selection board’s recom-
mendation. It ig a very, very unfor-
tunate practice in this country that a
selection board, which is only meant to
advise the Postmaster-General and
which probably made a report to the
Postmaster-General, should convey such
recommendation to any member of the
~ public or even a Member of the House,
unless the selection board felt that thers
had been a very serious wrong done.

, - I have not looked into the matter my-

self. T do not interfére in’ appointments.
This has been brought to my notice now
for the first time. Nothing serious has
occurred. T shall look into the matter.

3.0 p.Mm.

Mr. Sri Nissanka: What is the age
of the present Postmaster-General?

The Hon. Mr. Sittampalam: Tt has
been urged on us that the Department
of Postal and
Services should be separated, into two
Departments. I had that idea myself
for the last three or four months, and I
am exploring the possibilities: The
present Postmaster-General is against
“the proposal. Hundreds of postmasters
in rural areas are doing hoth postal and
telegraph work, and the dual control
that will be exercised on them from
Colombo, if the two branches were
separated, might lead to these officers
not being as amenable to discipline as
they are under the present) condibions,

Telecommunication
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The Postmaster-General 1is worried
about the undesirable effects of separat-
g the two Branches. I have not
given up the idea altogether.

Another hon. Member suggested the
separation of the Broadcasting Section.
That is more feasible. As broadcasting
becomes more and more important, a
separate Department may become
necessary. Broadeasting is something
quite apart from postal or telegraph
work. I shall certainly consider that
suggestion seriously and, if possible, we
might establish a separate Department,

As these are matters within the pur-
- . - . L 3
view of the Prime Minister, I shall have
to make my recommendations to him
after I have arrived at a decision on the
subject.

As for the reason why the National
Savings Movement was placed under my
Ministry, that is also a matter on which
the Prime Mihister will be able to speak,
as he happens to be present here just
now. This is also a matter entirely
within the purview of the Prime
Minister.

As for audition panels in connexion
with broadcasting, we do intend to have
audition panels.

Question, ‘“ That the sum of
Rs. 147,864 for Head 139, Vote No. 1,
be inserted in the Schedule ', put, and
agreed to.

Head 140.—Postal and Telecom-
munication Services

Vote No. 1.—Salaries and Expenses of
the Department of Postal and Tele-
communication Services including
cost of working, maintenance and
minor improvements, additions and
extensions to - Postal and Tele-
communication equipment. Ha-
penses connected with the working
of the Post Office Savings Bank and
Broad('a.stin.g, Rs. 22, 538 233,

Mr. Dahanayake: T want to bring to
the notice of the Minister a very grave
act of injustice that has been perpetrat-
ed against a large section of the
postmasters.

There are over 1,300 postmasters, and
15 is unfortunate that they should have
two Unions. Both Unionsg call them-
selves the Postmasters’ TUnion of
CUeylon. " 'One of these Unions has a
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membership of about 900, and the other
has a membership of the remaining
number. It ig unfortunate, I repeat,
We
hope that it will be possible for arrange-
ments to be made to have only one
Union for the postmasters in the future.

Be that as it may, as things arve, the

- Department should not favour the mino-

- rity Union, which has a membership of
~about 400 postmasters.

" Union has been singled out for special

This minority

treatment by the Department.

Recently the question of representa-
tion on the Whitley Council arose.
Both Unions, the majority Union as well

~ as the minority Union expressed their

willingness to send representatives to
the Whitley Council, but the represen-
tatives of the minority Union were
accepted, while the representatives of

- the majority Union were rejected.

To find out the reason for this strange
behaviour, one has to go back to the
period of the last general strike, when
this division among the postmasters
took place. Before the strike there was
only one Postmasters’ Union of Ceylon.
When the strike took place, the majo-
rity were for obtaining their rights by

- the use of the weapon of the strike.
~ The

; minority considered that they
¢ should « stand *‘ loyally ° by the
(Government. - .

From that stage onwards there has

been gross victimization of the majority
who were for using the strike weapon.
Soon after the strike was over, some of
the leading lights of the Union, who
were amongst the strikers, were trans-
ferred to distant stations. T believe the
Treasurer was transferred to Trinco-
malee, the President to Kalmunai and
the Secretary to+ Tangalle. Whoever
responsible for these transfers
appears to have looked at the map of
Ceylon, spotted out three distant

stations and sent these officers there.

The Government made it impossible for
those three gentlemen to meet together,
by sending them to far away, distant
stations. -

The three cases I have mentioned
were of postmasters who were doing
specialized work in Colombo. Normally,
a postmaster who does such specialized
work in Colombo ig not transferred out
of Colombo. That was how vietimization
was being carried on.

13 AUGUST
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After some of the leading lights among
the postmasters who went out on strike
had been transferred, a minority of post-
masters, utilizing a rule of the Union,
packed the Union with their supporters.
T'he rule I refer to states that all office-
bearers of the Union shall be officers
stationed in Colombo. When a number
of the office-bearers had been transferred
to outstations, there was a rump left
behind of about four or five postmasters.
These men, taking advantage of the rule
of the Union I have already referred to,
filled all the vacancies in the rankg of
office-bearers, and this new body, which
was the creation of. a handful of men,
started functioning as the Postmasters’
Union of Ceylon. They form the
minority Union.

The remaining postmasters, unable to
obtain justice, unable to obtain a hear-
ing, have also their own Union, which
meets regularly, which has subseriptions
paid to it regularly, and in which a
constitution is carefully followed.

But why has the majority Union not
been recognized? The Minister seems to
hold that the minority Union is the cons-
titutional successor to the original Union.
I ask the Minister not to split hairs over
this matter. If the aim of Whitley
Councils is to ensure that just grievances
are heard and redressed, there should be
no hair-splitting on sueh minor points.

The majority Union has about 900
postmasters in it, and it is the bounden
duty of the Minister to give represent-
ation to the majority Union in the
Whitley Council which he is keen on
setting up. There is today very grave
dissatisfaction among the postmasters.
I am sure it is not the intention of the
Prime Minister to allow disaffection to
continue on a large scale in any
Government Department.

The grievance which T have exposed is
a genuine one, and I earnestly appeal
to the Minister of Posts and Telecom-
munication and to the Prime Minister to
see that matters are set right without
delay.

Mr. Keuneman: During the Commit-
tee stage of the last Budget, I brought
to the notice of the Minister of Posts
and Telecommunication certain very
glaring anomalies in the conversions of
the salary scales of the clerks of the
Postal Department. The Minister on
thatdoeension gave the assurance that
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he would go into the matter, and that
if he felt there were glaring anomalies
he would see that they were removed.

I want to know from the Minister
what action he has taken in this matter
during the intervening period between
the last Budget and this.

Mr. Y. G. W, Ratnayaka: With re-
gard to the Postal Clerical Service, 1
want to bring to the notice of the Minis-
ter an important point. There is provi-
sion this year for 706 clerks in the Postal
Clerical Service (Executive Class). Out
of that number, 176, are in Grade II.
44 in Grade 1., and 8 in the Special
Grade. There are also 385 Assistant
Clerks.

These men in Grade 1., were recruit-
ed in 1925 or 1927. It would appear,
from the number appearing in this and
last year’'s Budgets, that only two
officers are to be promoted to Grade I.,
in the coming year. The eclerks in
Grade II., stagnate in that grade for «
large number of years before they are
promoted to Grade I. There are today
officers in Grade II, who have been
serving in that grade for over 20 years.

Turning to the Postmasters and Sig-
nallers Service, I find provision for 1,302
men in this year’s Estimates. Of that
number, 1,099 are in Clasg 11, as against
1,095, in the 1947-48 Budget, an incr-
ease of four officers. Most of these men
joined the Department well over 15 or
20 years ago, and have not yet been
- promoted to Class I. Quite a large
number of the officers in Class II.
- joined the Department about the year

1919 b

~ The Chairman: You are referring now
to the Postmasters?

Mr. V. G. W, Ratnayaka: Yes.

The men who joined the Department
in 1919 have therefore been stagnating
i Class II. for over 28 years, awaiting
promotion to Class I. The Minister will
appreciate the plight of these postmas-
ters in Class II., who have stagnated
in that Class for over 27 or 28 years. It
is high time that he altered the method
of promoting these officers to Clags 1.,
with a view to shortening the period of
~stagnation in the lower grade. Asg you
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will see, in the Postal Clerical Serviee,

Executive Grade I1I., about 2 out of
168 officers were promoted last year,
and in the Postmasters Class II., of
similar status, out of 1,095 ofiicers,
civen in last year’s Budget Estimates,
only 4 have been promoted. You can,

therefore, see the disparity in the per--

centage of the promotions in this service.

3.15 P.M.

I would therefore appeal to the Hon.
Minister to alter the method of promo-
tion and see that these officers, who have

served as much as 23 years are promoted

to the higher class. If this is done, I
am sure the officers will give much better
service.

Mr. Cholmondeley Goonewardene:
I would like to say a few words about
the leave conditions of the members of
the Postal Clerical Service. I am speak-
ing on behalt of the Postal Clerical
servants who joined the Department
after 1941. There are about 180 clerks
who joined this Department after 1941.
These clerks are not entitled to leave
on public holidays, but out of these 180
clerks, about 80 automatically have leave
on public holidays because the sections
in which they work are closed on
public holidays. I raised this matter
during the Commiftee stage of the last
Budget Debate, and the Hon. Minister
gave a definite assurance to this House
that he would see to it that the leave
conditions of the post-1941 Postal Cleri-
cal servants are brought into line with
the conditions of service of the General
Clerical servants, but when I subse-

quently saw the Hon. Minister on this

matter I was told that the whole ques-
tion of leave for public servants was

. being reveiwed by the Treasury, with

particular reference to the Report of the
Cadres Commission.
anomaly which should not be allowed
to continue. This is a simple matter
which ean be adjusted departmentally.
I do not think this is a matter which
should await a review of the conditions

Now, this is an

of service of public servants as a whole.

This has been a source of grave discon-
tent among this class of public servant,
and T hope that even now the Hon.
Minister will take early steps to remove

this anomaly in the Postal Clerical

Service.

b Aot
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Mr. T. B. Subasinghe (Bingiriya):
There is just one point I would like to
raise with the Hon. Minister. You are
aware, Myr. Chairman, that in this
country a greater part of the postal
facilities is provided through the
medium of sub-Post Offices, particularly
m the rural areas, but unfortunately the
sub-Postmasters, who are in charge of
this work and who perform such a useful
function, do not seem to receive the
attention of the Government to which
they are entitled. The system of re-
cruitment of these men is the same as

~ that in Iingland where conditions are

quite different to those prevailing in this
country. It is about time that the
Department gave consideration to this
matter and revised the salaries of these
people. -At the present moment they
are paid on a unit basis, according to
the amount of work that they do, but
[ am informed through reliable sources
that, particularly as a result of the

- Exchange Control, the incomes of these

% T
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people have fallen in some cases very
considerably.

Further, unlike in Great Britain from
where this system was copied, the
conditions prevailing in the rural areas
in this country are quite different. In
England “you find sub-Postmasters or
sub-Postmistresses invariably conduec-
ting a private business of their own,
such as a cigarette, tobacco or sweet
shop, which is their main source of in-
come. In England, the income of
either a sub-Postmaster or a sub-Post-
mistress, is purely secondary, whereas in

this country, so far as sub-Postmasters

are concerned, their main source of in-
come happens to be their salary. There
are very few of them running private
businesses of their own.

Further, unlike in England, you will
find some of the sub-Post Offices per-
forming the same functions as the main

Post  Offices, providing telephonic
communication and telegraphic com-
munication. Some of these people do

very important work, and it is about
time that the Hon. Minister gave his
earnest attention to this question and re-
vised the - system of payment to them.

Dr, Perera: I would like to have a
statement from the Hon. Minister on
the present position in 1'egavrqd to postal
facilities. Last year, wher'$he ‘qridstion
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was raised, the Hon. Minister said that
the difficulty was the obtaining of
material. 1 would like a statement from
the Hon. Minister as to the present
position with regard to this matter.

As hon. Members are aware, there is
a dearth, particularly, of telephone
facilities in the rural areas. 1. am
referring, in particular, to the lack of
any direct communication between
hospitals. That is a matter that re-
quires the urgent and immediate
attention of the Hon. Minister. Must
the position be delayed so long? Have
we to wait for a number of years before
we get these facilities, particularly for
important institutions like hospitals?
Or is the Hon. Minister contemplating
importing the necessary materialg, if
necessary, from places like the United
States of America without waibing for
the material from England, if there is
any particular delay in getting material
from Iingland? I wonld like the Hon,
Minister to tell us the present position

- with regard to these facilities.

Might T also draw the attention of
the Hon. Minister to the present very
unsatistactory situation with regard to
the telephone service, particularly in
Colombo? ~Very often, between parti-
cular hours, it is almost impossible to
get oneself connected correctly. You
dial a number, but you almost invariably
get a wrong connection, and the sub-
scribers have to pay for all the wrong
connections that the Hon. Minister is
responsible for. My own experience is
that wrong numbers have heen connec-
ted, not through my fault, but because
of a technical defect. Quite apart from
the scolding that we get from the other
parties, we are mulcted.

Mr. Bauddhasara: May I know from
the Hon. Minister the policy with regard
to.. the allocation of Post Offices and
sub-Post  Offices in rural areas? I
understand that this work is going to be
handed over to the Government Agents
and " Assistant Government Agents of
provincial towns. You are quite aware,
Mr. Chairman, and it has already been
stated during the Committee stage of
the Budget, that whatever work thesa
Government Agents and Assistant Gov-
ernment Agents do, gives rise to great
dissatisfaction in the country. They
are sfill carrying on that old colonial
poliey
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Mpr. Keuneman: Your Government is
carrying on the same colonial policy!

Mr. Dahanayake: That
Independence you have got!

the

18

Mr. Bauddhasara; 1 would therefore
appeal to the Hon. Minister to consult
the village committee chairman, rather
than depend on the Government Agents,
D.R.Og and headmen of these rural
areas, before allocating Post Offices.

- Mr, Dahanayake: I want to ask the
Hon. Minister not to exploit these men.
You will see, Mr. Chairman, that we
have 350 temporary Counter Clerks who
have been temporary for nearly 5 years.
Are they going to remain temporary till
- they die? This matter was raised at
the Committee stage of the last
Budget, and the Hon. Minister under-
took, I believe, to see that these tem-
porary men were given permanent
appointments. -

Mr. D, B. R. Gunawardena: I would
like to say a few words regarding the
manner in which Post Offices are being
opened all over the Island. I would
particularly like to draw the attention of
the Hon. Minister to the matter of
Post Boxes. If the Department is un-
able to open Post Offices in the places
demanded by the people, at least Post
Boxes should be made available to the
small towns and hamlets.

Regarding telephone services, I would
like to say that there is no proper plan-
ning by this Departmment. We find that
when telephonic communication is pro-
vided, say 12 miles from the City, posts
which are very short—some 18 feet or
so—are erected, and if a further 4 or 6
lines are required these posts have to be
replaced because extra arms cannot be
fitted, thereby causing tremendous ex-
pense to Government. I would earnest-
ly suggest that when connexions are
given to new areas, posts longer than 18
feet be erected, so that any number of
arms could be added when required.

Mr, Motha: I would like to emphasize
what the hon. Member for Polonnaruwa
suggested with regard to the opening of
sub-Post Offices and Receiving Offices.
Local village committees should be con-
sulted about the, location of these sub-
Post Offices. Ag far as I can see, in
the Ginigathena area the Government
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Agent apparently gives Post Offices
according to the distance between one
Post Office and the other. He forgets
that there are rivers in between, and no
bridges. I think the village committees
have been asking for some Post Offices
for years together without any response
from the Department. I would suggest
that the village committees be consulted
and the Department itself should
inquire into the necessities of the areas.

Mr. L. Rajapaksa: There is a matter
which I wish to bring to the notice of
the Hon. Minister. In my rural consti-
tueney, I need at least another 50 sub-
Post Offices. 1 think that the policy of
the Hon. Minister is all wrong. Unless
we create some trouble, we do not get
any sub-Post Offices. Is it that the
Hon. Minister has not enough sub-Post-
masters? I wish to know whether the
delay in establishing sub-Post Offices is
due to the inadequacy of the number of
sub-Postmasters. If that is so, T hope
he will appoint some sub-Post Mistresses
dnd open up some sub-Post Offices.

Mrs. Florence Senanayake (Kiriella):
I wish to bring to the notice of the Hon.
Minister that the Department has
employed some 343 female Telephonists.
I have been informed that if these girls
wish to get married they have to refire
from the Service. That is most unfor-
tunate. I consider if most unjust
that these girls should be forced to retire
if they get married. Will the Hon.
Minister consider this vital problem and
reseind this regulation?

Apart from that, I believe the condi-
tions under which these girls work are
really appalling. They have no retiring
rooms, and there are many other facili- -
ties that should be provided for them.

I also notice that there is a Lady
Supervisor of Telephones. May I know
whether she is given authority to supes-
vise the work of the telephone girls and
see to their comforts? It is really un-
fortunate that girls who do such hard
work should be neglected for such a
long time, and I hope the Hon. Minister
will consider their plight and help them.

3.80 p.u.

Mr. Keuneman: Just one word on the
question of Sub-Post Offices. I entirely
agree with the hon. Member for Ham-
hantota (Mr. L. Rajapaksa). There does
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not seem to be any poliey in the Depart-
ment on the way in which they open sub-
Post Offices, The hon. Member is quite
right in saying that unless one goes
chasing after the Department, or making
a nuisance of oneself to this Depart-
ment, it is not possible to get anything
from it. The hon. Member spoke of
backward areas. I represent one of the
most advanced areas. But in my con-
stituency, in a place like Maligawatte,
the people have been agitating—I do not
know for how many years—for a sub-
Post Office. Unless you create a big
row you cannot get any attention from
the Department. I would ask the Hon.
Minister to face up to .this problem,
to draw up a programme to supply the
need of sub-Post offices and provide so
many every year. That is the only
sensible way to deal with this matter.

_Mr. Dahanayake: I understand that
the provision in the Estimates is only
for 50 sub-Post Offices for the year. If
that is so, how is the Minister to allocate
the 50 sub-Post Offices among 101
electorates?

The Chairman: The hon. Member for
Hambantota wants all fifty.

Mr. Dahanayake: We want
Minigter to ask for a bigger vote.

the

Mr. A. R. A. M. Aboobucker (Mutur):
We have been agitating for the last three
years for telephone facilities, and I do
not know how long the Minister will take
to provide us with these facilities. I
must, however, take the opportunity of
thanking him for the sub-Post office he
has been pleased to give us.

Mr. Kanagaratnam: I wish to draw
the attention of the Hon. Minigter to
" cerfain representations made by officers
in the Telecommunications Department.
HEven during the last Budget Debate I
brought this to the notice of the Hon.
Minister, but I am told that nothing has
been done so far, particularly in regard
to the representations made by the Tele-
communication Inspectors who were
promoted to the grade of Assistant
Engineer. It appears that they had an
intermediate grade of Chief Inspector,
and that was abolished and they were
promoted to the grade ofiizAsistant
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Engineer, without any corresponding
compensation in the adjustment of their
salaries. This matter has remained ua-
attended for the past two years. 1
shall be very grateful if the Hon. Minis-
ter will attend to it without delay, be-
cause it has created a lot of disaffection
and dissatisfaction among these officers,
who have been promoted to the statf

«rank of Assistant Engineer from  the

grade of Inspector, but without any
corresponding advantage from the point
of view of remuneration. They count
long service in the Department, and
their case should be treated on a differ-
ent footing from the case of those who
are directly recruited to the post of
Agsistant Engineer. :
Secondly, I wish to endorse the re-
marks of the hon. Member for Ruwan-
wella (Dr. Perera) in regard to telephone
calls.  Certainly there is something
wrong in the automatic telephone
system. 1 would draw the attention of
the Hon, Minister to the frequent
instances of wrong numbers being
called. This happens practically every
day, increasing our bills to such an ex-
tent that they are sometimes double the
normal cost. One day I brought to the
notice of the Supervisor that I had had
as many as ten wrong numbers dialled
for me that day, although I dialled the
correct number in each case. |

Mr. S. A. Silya: With regard to
sub-Post, Offices, may T be permitted to
say a few words?

The Chairman: Has the hon. Member
anything new to say?

Mr. 8. A, Silva: T want to impress on
the Hon. Minister the requiremerits in
my area.

The Chairman: Yes.

Mr. 8. A, Silva: T am not asking for
fifty sub-Post Offices, but I would re-
quest the Hon. Minister to pay
attention to the applications made by
the different areas in my electorate for
sub-Post Offices.

I also notice that the Hon. Minister.
has made provision only for 510 receiy-
ing Offices. There were 510 in the
1047-48 Kstimates also, There are =
large number of villages in every electo-
vefecwhere the volume of work does not
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[Mr, S. A. Silva. | undertakings, which I have not im-

demand the establishment of a sub-
Post Office, but certainly a Receiving
Post Office is an essential thing. There-
fore I would request the Hon. Minister
to try and establish as many Receiviag
‘Post Offices as posssible in practically
each and every village area.

Mpr. Abeygoonewardane: On this ques-
tion of sub-Post Offices, while empha-
sizing the lack of postal facilities. 1
would like to point out that these sub-
Post Offices are now established in the
premises of the people to svhom the
contract is given, and as a result it so
happens that sometimes a sub-Pogt
Office is situated, not in the centre of
- the village, but in some corner of the
village. I hope the Hon. Minister will
echange the principle on which these
_contracts are given and ensure that the

sub-Post Offices are established in the
centre of villages so that all the
inhabitants can make the best use of
them.

The Hon. Mr. Sittampalam: The

point raised by the hon. Member for
Galle (Mr. Dahanayake), that we have
‘recognized only one of the Postal
- Unions, and not the other, is not true.
In point of fact, we have recognized both
Unions

My. Dahanayake: Are both on the
Whitley Council?

The Hon. Mr. Sittampalam: I was
very anxious to bring them together.
As a matter of fact, my Permanent
Secretary has tried his best to bring
them together, but we have not been
able to do so yet. In the meantime,
we have recognized both.

As for his other remarks, the Homn.
Prime Minister is not here, and when
he comes in, he will be able to reply.
As I said, as far as these Unions are
concerned, we are very anxious that
they should function quite effectively,
and I am glad to say that they are
functioning. We will do our best to join
them together. They are both to be
represented on the Whitley Counecil.

On the question of public holidays
and on the question of the conversion of
salaries of clerks in Grade IT., the hon.
Member said that I had given eoerbain

plemented. I plead guilty in a seunse,
but I have personally pressed the
matter on the Treasury. The Treasury
has such a lot of work, and as they have
to examine this question in relation to
the conditions of employment in so
many other departments, they have not
been able to conclude the matter. But

“ we will be pressing this matter and we

can hope to get it settled in the near
future. I have no reason to think that
there will be anything in the way of
the conversion being adopted as
requested in the representations.

Mr. Cholmondeley Goonewardene:
What about leave and public holidays?

The Hon. Mr. Sittampalam: The
position about leave is this. As I said
before;, there are only®six Post Office
Holidays, and those who joined after a
certain date go on the basis that they
will have only those holidays; those
who joined before that date
different terms. As I said. whenever
we introduce a new scheme, it is very
difficult to avoid having two sets of
Government servants doing the same
kind of work. If that is to be avoided,
we will never be able to introduce auy
new scheme without altering the condi-
tions under which the old hands joined.
Anyway, we will look into the matter
and will take it up with the Treasury.

The hon. Member for Bingiriya (Mr.
Subasinghe) raised a very
question about the conditions under
which Sub-Postmasters work and he said
that we should improve those conditions.
He told us that we must realize that
they are full-time officers and not part-
time officers, as they are supposed to be
in theory, and so on. The difficulty
about that is that if we make these
sub-Postmasters full-time postal hands,
we 1mmediately put up the cost of
running a sub-Post Offfce. There is a
heavy discrepancy between the cost of
running a Post Office proper and a
sub-Post Office, and one of the reasons
why I am able to expand the postal
service is the cheapness of this scheme
of sub-Post Offices.
@n consequence of that. I admit that
1t needs some sort of improvement,
but, if T put up the cost of the postal
service, it would make it more difficult

pertinent .

have

I have to be wary

e,
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to adopt the scheme which T am per-
~sonally keen on, that is, to extend postal
facilities to all rural areas as much as
possible. T know sub-Postmasters have
a grievance, and recently their income

has gone down with the reduction of the

Money Order fransactions because of
exchange control. I shall certainly look
into the question and see whether
something can be done.

As regards the temporary clerks, in
answer to a question by the hon.
Member for Galle, I think I stated that
a few clerks would be put on a
permanent basis.

Mr. Dahanayake: But in the
Estimates ‘they are called ‘‘temporary.”’

The Hon. Mr. Sittampalam: It is not
in the Budget, but it will be done. It
was quite recently that, in answer to a
question by the hon. Member, T said
that it would be done.

The suggestion of the hon. Member
for Kottei(Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena)
will be adopted, that is, we will have
post boxes wherever we are unable to
give a post office. I am thankful for
his suggestion that when we erect tele-
graph posts, we should have an eye on
the future and that we should not
merely assume that those two lines we
put up will be the only telegraph lines.
I shall communicate that suggestion to
the Department and see that they bear
that in mind.

The hon. Member for Kiriella (Mrs.
Florence Senanayake) brought to my
notice that the female telephonists do
not have facilities for rest in the office.
We are well aware of it, and we are
taking steps to improve the conditions
under which they work and to see that

the amenities they have are improved.

But as for the request of the hon.
Member that they should be allowed to
continue in service after marriage, 1
would like to inform the hon. Member
that though we feel sorry, when we
listen to their grievance that they are
compelled to resign on marriage, we
must remember that fhere is a long
waiting list of other girls who, not
having husbands to support .t-l'.lem
probafbly find it hard to earn a living,
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and who complain that they are not
given a chance of being recruited to the
Department. And from the point of
view of the Department itself, as the
hon. Member herself will admit, it is
troublesome to employ married women
as telephonists, because they have to be
given six weeks’ leave for maternity,
six weeks leave afterwards, and so on.
And there is a waiting list of other
girls who will probably have a grievance.

Mr. Keuneman:

So why not give
them the leave?

& |

The Hon. Mr. Sittampalam: There
is a waiting list of other girls who will
have a grievance. The Department will

benefif more by compelling these
telephonists to retire on marriage.
Dr. Perera: The most important

question I raised he has not answered.

The Hon. Mr. Sittampalam: The
suggestion of the hon.” Member for
Vaddukkoddai (Mr. Kanagaratnam) I
shall certainly look into.

Mr. Dahanayake: About the extension
of telephones?

The Hon. Mr. Sittampalam: There
are 2,500 persons waiting for telephone
connections, but the position about
maferials is this: In respect of an order
we sent in July, 1946, about one-sixth -
of sthe materials ordered has been
recejved. Of an order that was placed
in June, 1947, about half was received.
I will not bore the House with the
details, but. we are getting only a
fraction of our requirements. It is no
use hon. Members suggesting that we
should place the orders elsewhere. We
are having priority with the companies
from whom we order these things. If
we go elsewhere, probably we will have
to wait for three more years.

Dr. Perera: You
materials from America.

can get your

The Hon. Mr. ‘Sittampalam: TIn
America, as T said before, there are

about a million subseribers on the
waiting list.
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 [Hon. Mr. Sittampalam. |
3.45 p.M.

T shall read out to hon. Members a
most interesting cutting from a journal
in eonnexion with the new telephone
It is as follows:

‘“ Qongratulations and happy to announce that
you have been made one-millionth on our
waiting list .

In Australia there are about 200,000
requests for telephones. So, we have

- no priority with any country except with
these people, and we were able to apply
pressure on them because we are their
long-standing customers. We placed
“the orders in 1946. We do not intend
to shift the order now because they will
be only too happy to be relieved of ex-
ecuting it. We hope to get a good part
of the materials this year. Then, Kandy

land Galle may get their requirements.

But, in the case of Colombo, the under-

1 ground cable material has not yet come.

As soon as the cable comes, we will get
on with the work. We have to give
priority to mnew connections, and, till
then, I am very sorry we are absolutely
helpless in the matter.

The hon. Member for Mutur (Mr.
Aboobucker) asked a question on a pre-
vious occasion. We are experimenting
with the Wireless Broadcasting Station
in Delft, and, if that proves to be a
success, we will deal with his request.

Mr. S. A. Silva: I should like to refer
to the explanation given by the Hon.
Minister on the restriction placed @on
telephone girls.

The Chairman: The hon. Member is
.not concerned with them. There are

| two other hon. Members interested in

them.

Mr. S. A, Silva: What 1 wish to say

of girls on the waiting list, the govern-
ment ought not to exploit the situation.

|

It is restricting the production of the
“most valuable asset in this country—the
asset of man-power.

Mr. Xeuneman: There ave
questions I should like to ask under sub-

heads 14 and 15. Shall T deal with all
sub-heads together?
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The Chairman: Yes.

Mr. Keuneman: One question is on
Money Order frauds. There have been
a certain number of frauds in the past
and a certain amount of shaking of pub-
lic confidence in the Post Offices. T
know that in some cases frauds may be
inevitable, but I would ask the Hon.
Minister to give this House an assurance
that he has gone into the matter and that
the necessary precautions will be taken
to prevent repetitions of such frauds.

The second point I have to make is on
broadcasting. Can the Hon. Minister
tell us when he thinks it will be possible
for simultaneous broadeast transmissions
to take place in English, Sinhalese and
Tamil? That was the intention of the
Hon. Minister when the last Budget
was discussed. Will that come into
operation?

Sub-head 8.—Conveyance of Mails,
Rs. 1,730,880.

Dr. Perera: I move, ‘‘ That the Vote
be reduced by Rs. 43,000 in respect of
sub-head 8 .

I would like the Hon. Minister to make
a statement on the need for all this
money, because, I remember reading,
as soon as the Government took over
direct transport of the mails which had
previously been given out on contract,
a statement that there was actually a
profit and the cost was less in a sense as
compared with the previous cost. The
Hon. Minister stated that direct trans-
port by the Department was definitely a
saving to the Department. TIf that were
so, I would like him to extend the
service. I would like him to make a
statement with regard to the whole
saving to the Department.

Secondly, I should like the Hon. Min-
ister to consider carrying out the same
policy in the outstations, if he can, be-
cause, apparently, this so-called ineffi-
cient Government department seems to

be doing it more efficiently than the
contractors.

Mr. Y. G. W, Ratnayaka: I should
like to mention that, with regard to the
question of broadeasting programmes, a
large number of people in most parts
of the Island suggest that if and when
the Hon. Minister .starts a new broad-
casting department, he should have a
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number of officers set aside separately
to explore all possibilities in that
direction.

With regard to sub-head 23, “ Train-
ing abroad of Technical @ Officers in
Broadeasting ", I think that the amount
set aside for the purpose is very small.
It 18 Rs. 5,760. I think we should
train officers not only in broadeasting
but also in engineering on the broadecast-
ing side. I suggest that the Hon.
Minigter should try and get the re-vote
increased so that officers may be trained
on the engineering side as well.

My. Dahanayake: Sir, on the subject
of broadcasting programmes, the Hon.
Minister told us that he had succeed-
ed in breaking up a ‘“ring ”’. I do not
think that that has been -effectively
done. I would like the Hon. Minister
to find out how it is that the same per-
son keeps on broadcasting week after
week. I have very often to turn off my
wireless set whenever I hear that parti-
cular voice. Is there lack of talent in
this country? Is there a lack of artistes
in this country? I refer, particularly,
to people who give gratuitous advice to
thousands of people on how to manage
this affair or that affair. All such talk
should be scrapped. When we turn on
our wireless set, we expect %o hear
something pleasant and something
pleasing. We expect to hear something
to make us happy. We do not want
old professorial types of people to deliver
lectures on sonorous topics through the
radio. The Hon. Minister should see
that these talks by some of these
people who speak week after week are
serapped. Let him make a list and find
out for himself how much of the money
that is paid for the purpose of broad-
casting goes to private individuals.
Then, he will realize that the ‘' ring
is getting re-shaped in another form.

The Hon., Mr. Sittampalam: T
shall look into the suggestion made by
the hon. Member for Galle. As for the
suggestion of the hon. Member {for
Ruwanwella, I agree with him that
wherever departmental conveyances are
cheaper, or even if it is a little more ex-
pensive but not very much more ex-
pensive, it is preferable to support the
work done by the Department. As I
said on some other occasion ‘there 1576
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exploitation of labour when the work is
done departmentally. But, it inight
not be possible to extend this service to
the rural areas, beécause of the diffi-
culty of having to bring the vehicles for:
service, repairs and so on, to Colombo. =
However that may be, we will certainly
try to expedite the departmental
working as much as possible.

Myr. Wilmot A. Perera: On the ques-
tion of postage stamps, was the six
cents stamp brought into use solely in
order to increase revenue? If a man,
goes to buy a six cents stamp, he cannot
get his change. It is wvery incon-
venient! Was the six cents stamp
infroduced purely to increase revenue?

The Hon. My, Sittampalam: I
do mnot know the ecircumstance under
which the six cents stamp was in-
troduced. But I have a.scheme of re-’
vision of postage rates which I do not
want to disclosg just yet. Tt will be
posgible to reduce the rate of six cents.
to five cents.

Mr., Keuneman: What about my-
question on the Money Order frauds?

The Hon. Mr. Sittampalam: Every
precaution will be taken to minimize
frauds. -

Sub-head 24.—Training of Telecommuni-
cation Engineers in the United
Kingdom (re-vote), Rs. 28,800.

Dr. Perera: T move, ‘“ That the Votes
be reduced by Rs. 100 in respect of
sub-head 24. "’

One would have thought that the
whole sum was spent.

There is provision for training  tele-
communication engineers -as a re-vote.
Does that mean that nobody was sent
last year?

The Hon. Mr. Sittampalam: Three
men were sent, and, I believe, one broke
down in health and returned. Two of
them are still in training and we intend
sending two more men. We did spend
the money. Probably the word re-vote

15 Odiageror,
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Sub-head 36.—For purchase of a military
building at Trincomalee (Token
vote), Hs. 10.

Dr. Perera: I move, ‘“ That the Vote
be reduced by Rs. 10 in respect of
sub-head 36.”

What is this military building at Trin-
comalee for which there is a token vote?

The Hon. My. Sittampalam: With
regard to the purchase of this military
building the payment has not actually
been made  because it will be done by
a lump sum adjustment later on.

Question, ‘‘ That the sum of
Bs. 22,532,285 for Head 140, Vote
‘No. 1, be inserted in the Schedule *’,
put, and agreed to.

Head 140, Vote 1, ordered to stand
part of the. Schedule.

‘Head 134.—National Savings Movement

Vote No. 1.—Salaries and Expenses of
the National Savings Movement,
Rs. 323,553, '

Mr. Keuneman: There is one point on
which I want information. Can the
Hon. Minister give us the percentage of
money realized from small investors?
The information I have is that most of
the money comes from the rich people.

The Chairman: Can the Hon. Minister
give the percentage? s

. The Hen., Mr., Sittampalam: I
can say how much of Savings Certificates
have been sold.

Dr. Perera: What we want to know
15 -the percentage in respect of the two
categories.

The Hon. Mr. Sittampalam: Tt
will cost a lot of money to find that out.

Mr. Motha: It will be useful to see
what sort of people are saving.

- Mr. Keuneman: This is supposed to.be
& movement to encourage people of the
poorer class to save.

.'I‘he Hon. Mr. Sittampalam: T
will see whether it can be done without
much expense,
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Mr, Dahanayake: You are ftrying to
save the capitalists.

Question,  ‘* That the sum - of
Rs. 323,553 for Head 141, Vote No. 1,
be inserted in the Schedule, ’’ put, and
agreed to. ‘

Head 141, Vote 1, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

The Chairman: The
suspended till 4.30 p.wm. ‘

Sitting accordingly suspended wuntil
4.30 p.m., and then resumed,

Sitting is

Head 144.—Minister of Transport and
Works

Vote No. 1.—Salaries and Expenses of
. the Office of Minister of Transport
and Works, Rs. 247,367.

Sub-head 1.—Personal Emoluments,

Es. 168,318.

Dr. Perera: I move, ‘“ That the Vote
be reduced by Rs. 100 in respect of
sub-head 1.”

There are a number .of other Amend-
ments. I do not intend to go into the
policy very much until we come to the
separate Heads. But I do want to ex-
press our. dissatisfaction particularly
with the way the transport services are
being run today. On the one hand,
you will find that this Government has
in these very Estimates estimated a
loss of Rs. 15,000,000 under the Rail-
way Department. On the other hand,
we find the bus transport services in a
chaotic state. We have, in this House,
repeatedly urged the Hon. Minister
to consider the amalgamation of these
two services in order to make both.
a paying and a real utility service to the
people of this country.

The Hon. Minister, instead of tack-
ling that question in the only compre-
hensive way it can be tackled, has
thought fit to continue the bus trans-
port services in the same old haphazard
manner as it is being run today. There
are a large number of hon. Members
here who are fully aware of the way in
which these bus services are being run—
congested buses, never run to time-
tables, fares being charged at their
sweet will and pleasure. All these con-
ditions are obtaining today. Notwith-
standing “ the functioning of the Hon.
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Minister for the lust nine months, we
do not see any appreciable difierence in
the .bus services that are provided
today. -

It is far from beeoming a utility ser-
vice, as the people of this counftry are
expecting that service to be.

Then I shali, when we come to the
question of the transport services,
motor transport, give in detail why we

are dissatisfied; but at the present stage
I do wanteto express the thorough dis-
- satisfaction of

Members, particularly
on this side of the House, regarding the
manner in which the transport services
are being managed today. The various
defects of the Railway Department were
enumerated on the last occasion. There
had been some attempts, I admit, to
make some minor improvements in the
railway service but by and large the
railway service considered as a whole
has not been the kind of service that
most of us desire.

Again, we must express our complete
disagreement with him on the question
of the re-employment of those strikers
who are still outside and who are still
not in a position to get back their jobs.
That is my complaint in that matter
and, knowing that there is already a
Motion on the Order Paper, I am not
going to deal with the question. We
have had many references to the sub-
ject, but we have yet tos know what
the position is. The workers are still
left high and dry, unaware whether they
have been discontinued or whether they
have been dismissed or whether they
have any hopes of being re-employed at
all. The Hon. Minister might have
made some statement as to the policy
that he intends to follow with regard to
these workers. Hundreds of - workers
are involved in this matter in practically
every department in the charge of this
Hon. Minister—the Colombo Port Com-
mission, the Public Works Department
and other institutions.

All these things combined make us
justified in feeling that there iy some-
thing radically wrong with the manner
in which the departments under the Hon.

Minister are being conducted. We
therefore feel constrained to express
our dissatisfaction and insist on the

Amendments that have been introduced.
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- Mr. Keuneman: There are certain
questions of policy which I would like
to raise under these Votes. 1 agree
with the hon. Member for Ruwanwella
that there is a great deal of room for
dissatisfaction by the hon. Members of
this House on the policy that is being
carried out by the Hon. Minister whose
vote is under discussion.

The first point I want to raise is re-
garding the extent to which the Hon.
Minister is applying the principle of
Ceylonization - in « the various depart-
ments under his charge. It is some
time now since the legislature of this
country had decided in favour of the
principle of gradual Ceylonization, speei-
fically with regard to the higher offices.
In one particular department under the
charge of the Hon. Minister there seems
to be no evidence whatspever that,
despite the long connexion of the Hon.
Minister with that department, any
serious effort is being made to ecarry
through and apply the policy of Ceyloni-
zation. I refer to the Port of Colombo.
I have with me certain figures—I do
not know whether they are correct and I
hope the Hon. Minister will correct me
if they are wrong—which will show the
large number of non-Ceylonese who are
employed in important positions in this-
Department. 1 find, among the
European officers employed, that there
are 13 pilots, 15 Tug FEngineers,
4 Mechanical Superintendents, 10 En-
gineering Foremen, 1 Harbour Engineer,
1 Master Attendant, 1 Deputy. Master
Attendant, 5 Divers and the Chairman
of the Port Commission. T think those,
roughly, are the figures. The Hon.
Minister can correct me if I am wrong.

The Hon. Sir J. Kotfelawala: The
fioures are incorrect—there are wmore
Europeans!

Mr. Keuneman: In the case of a

number’ of these appointments a person

has to undergo a long period of training
before he can be suitable to fill any of
those posts. We would like to know
from the Hon. Minister whether already
he has people in training to fill those
posts  because there seems to be
absolutely no evidence of this matter as
far as.we are able to make out.
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There was a ease recently where some
divers were able to bring a certain
amount of undue pressure oun the Hon.
Minister , inasmuch as there were no
Ceylonese personnel who were there to
carry out those functions. So I feel
that the Hon. Minister cannot show this
~ House that there is any serious attempt
being made to train Ceylonese to take
over these important posts in this
Department which is under his control.

I want also to refer to a fact which
the hon. Member for Ruwanwella
touched on in the course of his remarks,
and that is about the attitude: of the
Hon. Minister of Transport and Works
to those employees in. his departments
who were discontinued as a result of the
recent strikes.

- The Chairman: There 1s a Motion on
the Order Paper on the subject.

Mr. Keuneman: 1 am not talking
about reinstatement; I am talking
about another policy of the Hon. Minis-
ter. He is following the policy of per-
secuting these men. The matter was
brought up in the House, but the Hon.
Minister had seen to it that certain of
these men, who had been discontinued
as a result of the past strikes and who
had been given jobs in relief schemes
sponsored under his Ministry, were re-
moved merely because they participated
in the strikes. That seems to me to be
a bit of gratuitous persecution by the
Hon. Minister and certainly a policy
which any person anxious to rectify
matters cannot endorse, and therefore
we must support the Amendment moved
for a cut in the hon. Minister’s salary.

On the question of the harbour too I
would like to know from the Hon. Minis-
ter exactly what steps he is taking to
break the monopoly controls that these
foreign shipping firms in the harbour
exercise. We on this side of the House
have been agitating for a long time for
the nationalization of the harbour- as
being the only effective way, first of all,
of freeing this country from the control
of these shipping rings, and secondly,
from the point of view of getting the
effective working of the harbour and the
most effective use ‘and development of
the port. The Hon. Minister, true to

form, has vigorously opposed the idea of
the nat\.lona].lzatmn of the harbour’ —We
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have not had from the Hon. Minister
any evidence that he is doing anything
through his Ministry to exercise -any
effective control for breaking these
rings. J :

There is one other question regarding
his policy towards the buses. I do not
want to go into the general questions
which can be brought under the Depart-
ment of the Commissioner of Motor
Transport. Now I want to deal with
certain questions of policy only. Jusb
as the Hon. Minister has zesisted the
demand for the mnationalization of the
harbour, in spite of his study tours re-
cently on this matter, he has been re-
sisting the demand for the nationaliza-
tion of the bus services. Instead the
Hon. Minister has given heed to the
suggestion that there should be certain

public companies floated whereby em-

ployers and employees can themselves
contribute money towards shares, think-
ing that this would be the most effective
means -of running the bus services.

The Chairman: That matter also can-
not be discussed now because there is a
Motion on the Order Book in the name
of the hon. Member for Ruwanwella.

Mr, Keuneman: He is dealing with
the nationalization of the bus services,
and I am dealing with the policy of the
Hon. Minister.

The Chajrman: That is the same
thing. There is a Motion on the Order
Book that all bus services should be
nationalized.

Mr. Keuneman: That is a poliey.

The Chairman: You are now asking
him whether there is some other policy. .

Mr. Keuneman: The Hon. Minister
has given expression to a policy before.

I am not referring to the policy whieh

the hon, Member wants thig House to
adopt.

The Chairman: Tt is the same thing.

Mpr. Keuneman: The hon. Member for
Ruwanwella wants the Government to
take over all the buses. I want to point
out to the Hon. Minister that in the
case of the South Western Bus Com-
pany, where an attempt was made fto
follow the suggestion of the company,

1476
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that experiment has not proved a suc-
. cess and has proved a dismal failure.

1 hope the Hon. Minister, realizing this
fact, would even now come round to the
correctness of the point of view expresged
in the Motions of the hon. Members for
Hakmana and Ruwanwella.

There is one other question. I would
like to know the general policy of the
Hon, Minister regarding the conversion
of salaries of officers in his departments.
It has nothing to do with the conversion
of any one person’s salary.

The Hon. Sir John Kotelawala (Minis-
ter of Transport and Works): That is
for the Treasury.

The Chairman: Would you mind
taking that up under Head 145?

Mr. Keuneman: It is a general ques-
tion. The point I want to raise is, why
in certain cages he is continuing to apply
the conversion rule and in certain cases
he is refusing to do so? In October last
I brought up certain cases of persons
who were employed in the Ceylon Gov-
ernment Railway and who made applica-

+ tion for the adjustment of their salaries

on the ground that the conversion of their
salaries was incorrect. They were in-
formed that no further representations

. on the matter could be considered. Bub

I find that, after certain engine drivers
have created a certain amount of trouble
with the Hon. Minister, he has set up
a committee which is now going into the
question of conversion of salaries of
drivers. 1 feel that if the Hon. Minister
pursues this dual policy towards his em-
ployees, then the only possible way in
which the employees can get their grie-
vances redressed is to give the maximum
possible trouble to the Hon. Minister and
to see that he does something.

4.45 p.M.

Mr. Dahanayake: I want to endorse
the views that have been expressed by
the hon. Members for Ruwanwella and
Third Colombo Central and generally
express our grave dissatisfaction with
the policy that is being pursued by the
Hon, Minister of Transport and Works.

T want in particular, Sir, to draw his
attention to the fact that in all the
schemes that are contemplated by the
Government, this Ministryighasl b Nvery

5——J, N. 13681 (8/48)
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important and responsible- task to per-
form. The execufion of many of the
plans of Government has to be eﬁ_ect.ed
through this Ministry. During the dis-
cussion on the last Budget, whilst mak-

-ing reference to this same question, I

suggested to the Hon. Minister that we
should set up a Buildings Branch of the
P.W.D.

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: The
PW.D. has a Buildings Branch
already. " .

Mr. Dahanayake: I felt then, and I

still feel that, if that suggestion is

carried out, many of the delays in the
execution of plans could be overcome.
Looking through the Estimates, how-
ever, I find that he has totally failed to
take cognizance of the fact that so much
is being planned and so much has to be
executed. The Hon. Minister of Health
and Local Government, for instance, got
through the House a vote  of
Rs. 20,000,000 for extensions to hospi-
tals, but the Hon. Minister of Transport
and Works is able to put through only
work amounting to Rs. 2,000,000 during
the coming year. Therefore, this Hon.
Minister should note that he has created
for the country and for the Government
a bottle-neck through which it is im-
possible for the various - plans and
schemes to be executed. KEven at this
stage, Sir, let him tell us what his plans*
are for the coming year for executing the
works for which moneys are being
voted. This ig a very important matter
because we, as back-benchers, find that
even when moneys are voted, the work
cannot be executed because the
P.W.D. as at present constituted, is
unable to cope with the work.

What we expect the Hon. Minister to
do in the near future is to set up, as I
said before, a Buildings Branch in which
there will be, not merely competent en-
gineers and supervisors, but also an
army of workmen, masons, carpenters
and other skilled workers. By that
means the Hon. Minister would also be
able to help considerably in the solution
of the unemployment problem. Fur-
ther, by that means the Hon. Minister
will assist each and every one of his col-
leagues by putting through, with greater
expedition, the various plans that they
have in view. This is a sentiment thak
shouldrhave been voiced by the Hon.
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Minister and his colleagues in Parlia-
ment. But I suppose they form a free-
masonry, and they do not criticize each
other, although they privately tell us it
is impossible to get things done because
of the Public Works Department.

There is one other matter on which [
would like to criticize the policy of the
Hon. Minister, and it has been referred
to already by the hon. Member for
Ruwanwella. That is . the position
- of the bus services in the country
as against the C.G.R. Tt is pain-
ful for us to see an item particularly
noted in the Estimates, ‘° Losses on
Railway working—Rs. 15,000,000 ’. I
want to ask the Hon, Minister whether
he is satisfied with inserting this item
year after year and doing nothing to eli-
minate it or to diminish the amount
against that item. What are his plans
for the future? TIs he so complacent as
to say, I can do nothing about the
Railway losses "'?

That is not the way to tackle the pro-
blem. I want to attack his policy on a
particular point on this subject. With-
out considering carefully the losses on
Railway working in relation to other
forms of transport, he has already enun-
ciated the policy that he will not nationa-
lize the bus services. 1 would have been
happier if he had said that he would

.investigate the problem without being so
quick in arriving at a decision. I appeal
to him, even at this late stage, to revise

~ his view and to study the problem as a
whole.

~ The Hon. Minister enunciated a cer-

tain policy that he would not at any cost

nationalize the bus services, and there-
after when there was a barrage of criti-
cism against the Hon. Minister's policy,
what did he do? He hastily summoned
an Indian Civil Servant to give a report
on that co-ordination of the transport
services. Here is a Minister who has
enunciated a policy and who requests an
officer from abroad to consider the ques-
tion independently. I ask him whether
he has not already prejudiced the mind
of the expert he is bringing down. Has
he not already offered Mr. Rutnam a
brief by saying that he is against the
nationalization of the bus services? We
ask him therefore, from this side of the
House, to withdraw that earlier enunecia-
tion of policy and to say that ke stiil
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in a position to consider the question as
a whole and then to hand it over to the
expert for report.

There is another matter on which I
want to criticize the Minister's pelicy.
He has told us often that he is very
much concerned with civil aviation. For
two or three years we have appealed to
him in vain that he should absorb into
some  useful employment nearly 600
young men who were in the Fleet Air
Arm Service. Promises have been held
out to them year after year, and nothing
has been done to absorb them «in em-
ployment. I have with me a letter from
one of these young men which I will be

glad to pass on to the Hon. Minister in

which it is stated that these young me:
who were in the Fleet Air Arm Service

‘have written to the Hon. Minister in

December, 1947, in March, 1948, and in
July, 1948 and that all they had heard
from the Hon. Minister was that the
Minister had done a good deal for them
and that they will have to wait for their
chances of employment. There are
over 600 young men, and I see nothing
in the Estimates to indicate that the
Minister has made an effort to absorb
600 of them into some sort of permanent
employment. I feel that.the Hon. Min-
ister should revise his policy from the
angle, not merely of carrying on the
work of a department, but from the
angle of giving the fullest possible
benefit to the people of this country.

In this connection the Hon. Minister
will admit that year after year on the
Floor of this House I have pointed out
to him that the condition of the railway
carriages of this country is intolerable
and a disgrace to the Government of
this country. What has he done with
all that? What has been his policy to
improve the conditions of the Railway?
Has he even set about to clean up the
railway compartments? It was only
the other day that I went up in a dirty
suit to his Permanent -Secretary and
pointed out to him how my clean suib
had become dirty as a result of travelling
in a third-class compartment from Galle
to Colombo Fort. It is a standing joke
with the third-class railway passengers
that the Hon. Minister makes them
clean the railway.

Can we have an assurance from the
Hon. Minister even at this stage that
some cffort will be made to provide, for
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the railway 'passeugers, the very ele-
mentary amenities that one finds in
other railways all over the world?

Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena: I would
like to touch on a few points with re-
gard to the general policy of this
particular Minister. e have moved 1
cut in his salary, Sir, particularly be-
cause we feel that departments under
hig control are very badly mismanaged.

Whenever one of us goes to one of tha
workshops under this Hon. Minister and
questions the workers and finds out their
grievances, and when those grievances
are brought up in this House, we al-
ways hear from those on the benches
opposite that a mischiefmaker has gona
there and created some trouble. Is it
possible, Sir, for one of us to go and
spend a few hours in a workshop, over

which the Hon. Minister has had control

for over 17 or 18 years, and creats
mischief? How can that happen? It
is because the Hon. Minister is ignorant
of cerfain things that are happening;
it is because of his ignorance, inefficiency
and quality of being “ purse-proud
that this state of affairs exists today in
the departments under his control.

- Mr. Mathew: I rise to a point of

_ Order, Sir. Is it parliamentary for an
hon. Member to use the word ‘‘ purse-
proud '’ whilst referring to an Hon.

Minster?

The Chairman: I did not hear it, but
personal references like that are entirely
unparliamentary. No personalities,
please.

Mr. Dahanayake: The Hon. Minister
did not object—he merely smiled. Why
should you be worried?

Mr. D. B. R, Gunawardena: I think,
Sir, more than one-third of the daily-
paid workers in the service of Govern-
ment are under this Hon. Minister.
We find that questions of promotion are
not-being properly attended to, especial-
ly in the workshops. There are workers
who have slaved for 10 and 15 and 20
years and whose merits have not been
considered for promotion. We have to
bring this to the notice of this, House

-
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because wherever we go—let it be the
Railway Workshops or the P.W.D.
Workshops or the Hydro-Electric
Scheme or the Electrical Department——
we find that the workers have this
grouse. They invariably complain about
the general administration of the Hon.
Minister and his staff. Why is it that
these complaints are made particularly
by those under his control? I do not
think we can adduce any reason for it
at all. Perhaps the only reason we can
adduce is that the Hon. Minister is a
sort of military man who has always
been behind the lines but never in front
of the lines. He finds it better to ad-
minister things from behind the lines—
to push from behind. In my opinion

- he has utterly failed in carrying out the

duties entrusted to him as Minister.
As I said, he is always behind the lines,
and if he goes into the fighting lines he
will be a different man. Why is it that
we criticize his departments more than
those that come wunder the other
Ministers?

Further, he has suggested no remedy,
nor does he intend taking any steps, I
suppose, to reduce the tremendous
losses that are at present being incurred
by the Railway Department. Why can-
not the Hon. Minister do something
about that? It is because he has taken
a definite stand with regard to the
nationalization of the bus services in the
country. Why cannot the Hon. Minis-
ter take over the bus services, nationalize
them, and remove this terrible loss that
his Departments, particularly the Rail-
way, are Incurring annually? He has
not given thought to it because the bus
services, the private transport services,
are the chief pillars of the Government.

5.0 p.M.

Now I would like to mention some-
thing regarding the general condition of
the roads

The Chairman: Are not there so many
roads? '

Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena: But,
Sir, when some of us on this side of
the House ask the Minister to open up
a small road to connect two others
which are separated by a gap of only
fifty to sixty yards, he definitely states—
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The Chairman: That question must

be taken up

Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena:—‘ If
I carry out any work in such and such
an area & : '

The Chairman: Silence, please! The
hon. Member must be ssilent when I
speak to him.- Will you take up the
question of roads when we come to the
Head “° Roads '’? There are so many
roads in various districts; you can speak
on roads when we come to their
maintenance, and so on.

Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena: On the
general policy, Sir, I have to touch on

- little matters regarding roads; but we

definitely feel that this particular Minis-
ter should be given a holiday in a far-
off country like France, so that the
conditions here can be made better.

Mr. S. J. V. Chelvanayakam (Kan-
The Hon. Minister of
Transport and Works is one of those
persons who started with a reputation,
a reputation for efficiency. He has got

- under him departments where he can
prove that reputation or disprove it.

Now, I say that, in spite of this effi-
ciency, the most remarkable thing that
the Hon. Minister presents us year after
year is a deficit on the Railway. For
the next financial year he budgets for a

~ Bs. 70 million expenditure as against a

Rs. 55 million revenue. Is this going to
continue for ever? What is the Hon.
Minister’s plan in respect
future?

At one time I believed in this repu-
tation for efficiency of the Hon. Minister,
and I am now beginning to doubt it. I
have not yet come to a conclusion one
way or the other, but very soon he will

- give proof to us one way or the other.

If any department is being run at a
loss year after year, at such a large per-
centage of loss as in the ratio of earning
50 cents and spending 70 cents, well,
there must be something very wrong.
Of course, for the time being something
can be wrong, but there must be a pros-
pect of the wrong being remedied. Now,
what is the prospect? It cannot be that
the Hon. Minister will tell us,. * Look
here, I am new to the tagk. ”""VThe
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Hon. Minister has had this baby with
him for such a long {ime that we even
forget who had the responsibility for
before him, because for so long he hag
himself had the responsibility.

Let him even tell us what he is fry-
ing to'do with the Railway. What is
his co-ordinated plan for the transport
system of this country from the angle
of the Railway? During the decade in
which the Hon. Minister has had res-
ponsibility for Communications and
Works and since then for Transport and
Works, I know that new problems have
arisen. How has the Minister tackled
the new problems? Is he going to follow
the beaten track and say, ‘‘ The prob-
lems are too much for me to solve *’?
That is not the answer any efficient man
can give when any problems face him.

The solution to the question lies in
the interrelation of all formis of road
traffic, other formg of land traffic, with
the Railway traffic. That is the ques-
tion that especially affects every part
of the Island; more so, the south and
the middle parts of the Island.

The co-ordination of all forms of other
traffic with the railway has been a mat-
ter on which hon. Members have
spoken, and I cannot add very much to
it by repeating what has been said.
But there is one other matter in which
I say that the Hon. Minister hag shown
a very great lack of imagination, and
that is this. Repeatedly, year after year
in the State Council, and now here,
Members from the North have asked that
the "ancient form of sea traffic that is
peculiar to the northern part of the
Island should be resuscitated.

Now when you raise that question,
there immediately arises the question of
ports. We raised it on the last occasion,
and we raised it again this time, but
what does the Hon. Minister say? He
tries to make a joke of it. That is not
proof of efficiency. What did the Hon.
Minister say? He replied to the hon.
Member for Kopai (Mr. Vanniasingham)
on the occasion of the last Budget that
be was appointing a Committee and
that when he had done so he would seek.
the advice of the hon. Member for Kopai.
I suppose he thought it wag a very good
joke. Well, you have to resort to jokes.
occasionally when you are failing in
efficiency. Of course, you can be very
efficient in joking as well. Well, when

-
¥
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‘that matter was referred to by the hon.
Member for Vaddukkoddai (Mr. Kana-
garatnam) in the present Budget De-
bate, then the Hon. Minister said that
he was waiting for advice. In other
words, he had {forgotten about the
Committee he was going to appoint.

This is not a small question. During
the course of the Budget Debate a num-
ber of hon. Members have raised the
question of shipping and sea transpert.
But now there is this also. When we
do anything in this country, we like to
do it on the grand and lose also on the
grand.

Between India, our nearest country,
-and Ceylon, there is the possibility of
starting a local industry in the form of
carrying passengers, and even goods. I
can tell the Hon. Minister that for cen-
turies, for over a thousand years, there
has been passenger traffic between India

and Ceylon, especially with the northern

and north-western parts of Ceylon, by
. country craft. Today it is not possible
to carry on that passenger traffic because
every port, except the ports of Colombo
and Galle, is closed, and no facilities are
afforded for the use of country craft, or
sailing vessels, in order to carry pas-
gengers between India and Ceylon.
Now, Sir, time after time, year after
year, we have come here and said,
““ Open one of these ports and leave it
to the enterprise of the local men who
are trained seamen, who have seaman-
gship running in their blood, to do the
rest. ' What does the Hon. Minister
do? He either turns it into a joke, or
tries to avoid giving a reply to that point.
I hope that at least this time he will
stanid up to the test, and give a reply.

The point is this. Between certain
portions of Ceylon and South India the
distance is only twenty-five or thirty
miles—at the most thirty—but you do
not give opportunities for the people to
turn their talents to good use. Instead
. of earning a legitimate living by plying

a legitimate trade, they turn their ener-
gies into another direction, and what do
we find? Large-scale smuggling is car-
ried on because their manhood asserts
itself. The people who cannot engage
themselves in seamanship in legitimate
trade by carrying passengers between the
two shores, take to smuggling all types
of prohibited arficles like opium,
ganja, and so on. That is what happens
by obstructing the manhood:cof ythese
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people from engaging itself in a trade
in which they have been trained for
ages. :

What does the Hon. Minister say in
regard to this problem? He says, ‘“ We
have to establish quarantine. ’* Istab-
lish quarantine—yes, that is why the
appeal is made to Government. When
it came to the question of the Hon.
Minister flying from: Colombo to Kanke-
santurai and over to Madras, taking as
his companion the hon. Member for
Galle, there was no difficulty of estab-
lishing quarantine. There was no diffi-
culty of organizing for air hostesses to
keep them company and see that they
travel in comfort. . There was no difficul-
ty at all. There is quarantine established
at the Kankesanturai air port.

But when it comes to the question of
conveying poor passengers from here to
the other side of the narrow channel,
quarantine is an insuperable difficulty.
I think that would be difficult for an
inefficient man; it should not be difficult
for an efficient Minister who wants te
retain his reputation for efficiency.

I do not want to dilate unnecessarily
on this question, but I do want to say
this: that the people in the Northern
Province have a large volume of
communication to carry on with the
people in some parts of South India due
to cultural and other affinities. There is
a large amount of traffic in pilgrims be-
tween the Northern Province and South
India. Monthly, weekly, almost daily,
there are pilgrims going from Jaffna,
or even from certain portions of the
Fastern Province, to South India.

How is a man from, say, Kankesan-
turai to go fo a place like Point Calimere
on the other side, which is just thirty
miles across? He has to go down to
Medawachchiya, from there to Talai-
mannar, pass on to Dhanushkodi and
go round about to Point Calimere
taking about thirty hours over a
journey which he would be able to do in
twice thirty minutes, if our porfs were
open.

We have raised this question before,
and it is for the Hon. Minister to
develop this form of transport and help
in building up an industry in passenger
traffic. For thap, all that the Minister
hagtoodo is to open up for passenger
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' traffic just one of the porfs which were
open from time immemorial till 1914.
They have been closed only for the last
thirty-four years.

Now, I say, Sir, that in respect of this
mafter which is a question of policy,
the Minister js silent, the Six-year
Programme 1is silent, and there is not a
word said about it except for an
occagional joke or two. :

5.15 .M.

Dr. Colvin R. de Silva (Wellawatta-
Galkissa): May I be permitted to seek
to assist the Hon. Minister of Transport,
if he js not averse to being a little
assisted, on some of the problems which,
fundamental to our economy, it falls to
his lot to attempt to solve?

If finance is the life-blood of a
* modern economy, development of com-
munications certainly provide the very
basis of its existence, and in a little
country like Ceylon, what the Hon.
Minister has to realize, if T may so re-
mind him, is that to look at the problem
of transport . piecemeal is inevitably to
fall into error. There is no other country
where the whole question of unifying
communications wvia a comprehensive
outlook, is not only pressing, but so easy
and possible, as Ceylon, because we are
a little country, an island, with an
already developed system of communi-
cafion, as far as roads are concerned,
in comparison with most Asiatic coun-
tries, and it should be easy for the Hon.
Minister of Transport to look at the
whole problem in a comprehensive way.

The question of sea transport has
been brought to his notice. There is the
question of river fransport. The ques-
tion of road transport has been referred
to, and the perennial difficulties of the
Railway. Now, there is no use in the
Hon. Minister’s looking at the Railway
problem exclusively from the point of
view of how to make the Railway, as
such, a paying concern. Indeed, if you
look at it in that way, it is, I think,
readily arguable that the railways in
Ceylon are doomed to be a loss, a failure,
for the reason that, as far as railway
economics go, it would appear in
modern times, with the development of
the internal combustion engine and the
- heavy oil engine, simultaneously "with

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

—Commitiee 1488
the tarred road, that the whole possi-
bility of the Railway being an economic
concern has depended upon the length
of haulages. Unless goods in adequate
quantity have to be hauled over long
distances, it 48 now more economic and
cheaper to haul by road. It is precisely
that fact that brings the necessity for
what this Government is pleased to term
the co-ordination of road and rail trans-
port. I, for my part, would like to
suggest to this Government that * co-
ordination '’ is a tferm which merely
allows an escape-way from the prob-
lem, and if they would address them-
selves to it along the line of the neces-
sity not for co-ordination, which is a
concept flowing from the Government,
merely coming in to regulate the so-
called private enterprise, but would
use the term ‘¢ unification of the trans-
port system "', I think by that very
terminological act the Hon. Minister of
Transport will find thai a new light is
thrown on the problem.

The railways are State-owned. Now,
it is not merely because the railways are
State-owned that the unification of the
transport system calls for the State-
ownership, that is, the nationalization,
of the bus system in particular; and 1
would include personally the lorry
system too. The whole of the road and
rail transport system manifestly, even in
the view of the Government, requires to
come under the same co-ordination
scheme. The Hon. Minister seeks, or
at least has told us in other spheres, that
what he is contemplating is what he
calls public companies. I do not want
to go into that in detail, because it is
not the proper time. The point I wish
to make is this. The public company
idea is the effort to "perpetuate the
private interests in the form of a regu-
lated enterprise. But it is precisely
because, like postal comunications, rail-
way communications and road communi-
cations are fundamental to the
functioning of our economy, that State-
ownership, that is, the possibility of an
over-all, comprehensive and permeating
policy in the interests of the eommu-’
nity, can govern the work of transport.
It is for that reason that nationalization
is needed.

. There is another reason. When you
ta.k_e an essential service of that nature,
without which neither the community


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

1489 Appropriation Bill
nor the social group can funetion, you
are, by allowing precisely the present
system, that is, the private monopoly
system, only creating a special right of
_private taxation as against the com-
munity in certain monjed groups. Now,
I would suggest that the Hon. Minister
should, once more, in this matter too,
take a lesson from a country which
happens to be his béte noire. Today, it
is only in the U.S.S.R. as yet that road,
rail, sea and air fransport are the
subject of a co-ordinated plan. I am
sorry to have to refer to that country
beyond the iron curtain which he prefers
to leave there, but in the interests of
the efficiency which he himself professes
‘to subserve, I would suggest that he
request -his advisers to read the
literature on the subject.

Why do I say this? I find that the
Hon. Mijnister is just now paying a
tremendous amount of attention to the
development of certain air-lines. It is
not a bad idea, but the continuous
development of fresh aspects of modern
transport, without any concept of the
relationship between that development
and the failure on the railway side, leaves
us wondering whether this is not more
a chase after modern fashions than a
development along a unified plan. Air
transport as within Ceylon, just like
rail transport, can never become an eco-
nomic proposition for, just as in the case
of rail transport the length of the
haulage is fundamental to jts economics,
similarly, the distances to be covered
are fundamental to the economics of
air-transport and air haulage.

It may be excellent propaganda to
announce to the country that our Per-
manent Secretary, our Civil Servants
and the like are to save an enormous
amount of time by rushing by plane
from Colombo to Trincomalee, and so
on, but looked at from the point of view
of a population which has to find easy
methods of locomotion, that can never
be an .economic proposition.

On the other hand, sea and river
transport. are two aspects of our trans-
port system which, for some peculiar
reason, constitute the blind spot of every
Transport Minister we have had, in-
cluding the present one. TIn an isl:a.nd 80
completely girt by the sea, in an
island in which there are so many rivers
flowing to the sea which the Hon. Min:-
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ister of Agriculture and Lands is in-
tending to control, and in an island
where, we still have, ag a legacy from
the Dutch, a certain outline of a canal
system, which properly looked into can
be further developed, one can see how
an imaginative and efficient Minister ot
Transport could appreciate the problem
in a scientific way in relation to the
contemporary needs of our economy.

I also wish to make reference to tha
Port Commission in relation to this.ques-
tion, although that department comes
under a separate Head. The problem
of the Port Commission relates itself to
the transport question and also to the
problem of labour that necessarily comes
under this branch. The Colombo Port
i3 the outlet for the undiversified agri-
cultural export economy, of which the
Hon. Minister of Finance has spoken to
us so much. I see in the papers a very
insidious propaganda has been started
as to the cost of that Port with a view

~ to suggesting' that it is due to the com-

petitive position between labour units.

That is more probably dealt with under

Port Commission, but the Hon. Minister

of Transport must look at it in another

way. Firstly, must the Colombo Port

continue to be the sole centralized -
outlet and inlet for our export and im- -
port trade? Secondly, does he or does

he not intend to develop, at least in

a subsidiary way, but not in a casual

way, certain other historic ports we may

have, whose development should surely

be related by him to such development

as the Hon. Minister of Agriculture and .
Lands, for instance, is intending with
regard to his Gal Oya Scheme and the
like.

You will see, therefore, that if he will
look at his transport problem not merely
as a narrow problem of transport tech-
niques, but as the fundamental problem
of providing a communication system to
a unified concept of economic develop-
ment, he himself, far from being a mere
legatee of the success of the Hon. Min-
ister of Agriculture and Lands, would
be a contributor to the ideas of economic
development of the country.

Finally, with regard to the labour
problem. T do not propose to set out
upon an onslaught on the Hon. Minis-
ter on that point. He knows our views
with regard to his policy on the matter. -
Weindimow his views, and I think
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swords have to .be crossed in other
arenag more effectively than here. But
the point is this. The Hon. Minister ot
Transport must remember that Govern-
ments, in contemporary times, have an
‘obligation in respect of the labour force
and the wages system, and the condi-
tions of work differ from “the concepts
of the 19th century. In the 19th cen-
tury the Government considered that
its duty was not to fall behind the com-
petitive. position in the private-enter-
prise field, but today Government has,
not only as a large employer of labour,
but necessarily as an expandingly large
“employer of labour, to understand, as
in many countries it does understand,
that it must set an example to employ-
ers., In other words, its standards
should be such that the failure of any
other employer to conform to them can
be considered a lack in others, and not
vice versa, that we must come, for in-
stance, to this House and point out to
the Hon. Minister that his standards
~ fall below the level of any particular set
~of private employers.

Now, that does not mean the mere
provision of canteens along with a
copious quantity of needless propa-
ganda to the workers. It does mnot
mean making occasional decorative bows
in the direction of the necessity of trade
unionism while continuing a policy of
undermining trade unionism. It means
recognizing, in the first place, that the
Hon. Minister of Transport and his
Government as an employer of labour
must expect to face its labour force in
the same manner as the employers else-
where. In other words, the paternity
of the State is not a substitute for the
rights of the working class, and when
on that field friction is generated,
quarrels are precipitated, and differences
develop, it is necessary for the Govern-

ment to remember that it cannot, at

that stage, bring in so-called consider-
ations of State in order to deal with
what is essentially an employer-worker
problem. That is the Hon. Minister’s
special responsibility, because he hap-
pens to control the Public Works De-
partment, which controls the largest
labour force, I think, in the Island.

Therefore, if I may sum up in a few
sentences what I have to say to him
on the economie side, T would suggest to
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him that, since he is already looking to
the upper atmosphere for his aerial de-
velopment, when he next goes up in
an aeroplane for the purpose of pleasure,
he should combine it with a little busi-
ness and take an aerial view of the
transport problem, and when he looks
down from those upper regions, where,
I trust, the rarefied atmosphere will
enable him to shed some of the pre-
judices which he cannot help but

cherish on mother earth—then, I trust, -

he will take a bird’s eye view, a broad
view, a comprehensive view of his
problems in the setfing of the new
economy which needs to be developed in
this country.

5.50 P.M.
The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: I am
grateful to hon. Members for the

moderation with which they have ecri-
tized these votes. I anticipated blood
and thunder, sharp words. I am thank-
ful that during the first year of the life
of this House, the two sides of th:z
House, who are as poles apart in their
views, should have discussed probleras
connected with the departments under
my charge, in such a friendly atmosphere.

I thank the hon. Member for Wella-
watta-Galkissa for the sermon bhe
preached, for the * Sermon on
Mount Lavinia.”” He took me up into
the air, and I saw that his head was in
the clouds and that his feet were of
clay! The hon. Member reminded us

- that he and I were as poles apart in our

views and thoughts, and that the real
clash between us would come not in this
House but outside. I - admit that.
There is a wide divergence of views
between us, and also in our methods. T
believe in peaceful persuasion: the
method of free, frank discussion. That
is the method we, on this side, always
use, and I am beginning to feel certain

that by the end of another four years we

shall have convinced the other side that
ours is the correct method!

Certain questions were asked about
the departments under my charge. 1
am thankful for small mercies; because
some hon. Members did not forget that
the work of at least some of my depart-
ments is being done efficiently. Of
course, the hon. Member for Kankesan-
turai doubts whether any of the
departments are efficient!

i
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I shall now deal with some of the
points raised. I shall start with the
ports. Certain Members seemed to he
under the impression that the opening of
the ports in Jaffna to passenger traffic is
a very simple affair. A notification in
the Gazette, and hey presto, the ports
in Jaffna would be opened to free pas-
senger traffic, and people could travel
between Jaffna and India with ease!

I want to remind hon. Members of
the reason why direct passenger traffic
between Jaffna and Indian ports was
stopped. It was stopped because we
wanted to live in Ceylon free from epi-
demics. If we allowed the free entry
into Ceylon of smallpox, chicken-pox,
plague and all the other allied diseases,
by not enforcing any kind of quarantine
regulations, we would all soon be
exterminated in this Island.

It was for that reason that Mandapam
Camp was established, and free and un-
restricted entry of passengers from India
was stopped, and they were required to
go through the quarantine camp at
Mandapam, to stay there for a number
of days. That was why vaccination was
insisted upon; that was why passengers
who were allowed to come in without
detention at Mandapam were required
to report themselves to a doctor for 14
days after arrival in Ceylon.

I did promise on the last occasion that
I would look info the question of open-
ing the Jaffna ports to passenger traffic,
and see how quickly I could get some of
these ports opened. Today those ports
are open to goods traffic. When a port
is opened to passenger traffic, we must
have a quarantine station somewhere
near by. We must have the equivalent
of Mandapam Camp, situated either in
Ceylon or in India. We must take the
passengers to a quarantine camp, look
after them for the requisite period. We
must have two such camps, one for
those coming through Mannar, and the
other for those coming through Kayts
and Valvettiturai.

The cost of putting up such a camp
would be Rs. 1,100,000, and the run-
ning expenses, Rs. 41,000 a year.
Then there would have to be a custoimns
house at Kayts, for which the buildings
would cost Rs. 214,000 (capital expendi-
ture). The recurrent expenditure would
amount to Rs. 25,000 a year, Then we
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shall need a. police station at Kayts,
which would mean & zrecurrent
expenditure of Rs. 64,000 a year.

All this expenditure in order that
some people may have ‘the pleasure of

crossing that 21 miles stretch of sea, in ~

katamarans or steam boats or launches.
That is going to cost us Rs.. 2,300,000
in capital expenditure, and Rs. 131,000
a year in recurrent charges.

Hon. Members will now understand
that it is not such an easy matter o
open the ports of Jaffna to passenger
traffic with India. We are on the edge
of a continent in which every kind of
disease is rampant. We have had-
plague imported here from that country,
and now even our tea bushes are
affected by blister blight——

Dr. Perera: Did that also come from
India? .

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: Yes.
The Minister of Agriculture and Lands
will tell you that it came from India,
and not from South Africa or Russia.
Of course, we had other °‘ blights ”
coming in from Russia, but not blister
blight! Blister blight we seemed to
have received for good.

So much with regard to the openiag
of ports in Jaffna. I hope to get the
hon. Member for Kopai to sit on a small
committee, where he will be able to get
all these facts and figures. We are
trying to make arrangements, on a

small scale, to allow a certain number -

of passengers to come over, under limit-
ed quarantine, on certain conditions to
be laid down by the doctor examining
them. The necessary regulations will
have to be worked out in consultation
with those concerned.

I hope I have said enough to convinece
hon. Members that I have not left the
matter entirely unattended to.

Turning to the - P.W.D., my hon.
Friend the Member for Galle said thas
this Department was the bottle-neck,
and that sufficient work had not heen
done during the last year. The hon.
Member will please listen to the facts
I am going to give. I do not want any
one to go away and say rude things
about the P.W.D. at any rate in
connexion with last year's work, =

}

1
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Last year's record Budget provided
for 290 items of work to be carried out
by the P. W. D., costing Rs. 13,000,000.
The number of items, work on which
was completed earlier in the year, was
81; partly completed (up to last March),
2: number of works started, 167; works
for which tenders have been called for,
5; works held up and stopped by Heads
~ of Departments concerned, 3; works not
started, 2.

In regard to the two works not start--

ed, (sub-heads 285 and 268): plans and
bills of quantities were completed by the
Chief Architect and sent to the Execu-
tive Engineer, Construction, to call for
tenders, in respect of sub-head 285. In
regard to sub-head 268, this is a large
scheme, costing Rs. 825,000. The
allocation for the year was Rs. 50,000,
and the Chief Architect has completed
the plans and has sent them to the
Head of the Department concerned and
has asked the latter to indicate the order
of priority.

Out of a list of 290 items of works,
only 5 have been held up. There are
unavoidable delays over acquisition pro-
ceedings. There is not one item in Jast
year’s Budget work on which has
not been started today, except in the
few cases where we cannot get the land
on which to build.

That is the record of the Public Works
Department. Itis a record, in the sense
that not one item of work included in
the Budget for last year has not been
either finished, partially finished, or
started. That alone ought to prove to
the hon. Member for Kankesanturai that
he should never change his mind!

I now come to the Railway. Hon.
Members said that it was not a paying
concern. They must not forget that at
one time, not long ago, it was a paying
concern. 1t has paid into revenue
Rs. 26,000,000. It was a paying con-
cern in 1943-44, 1944-45, and 1945-46—
[Interruption]—yes, it may have been
due to fortuitous circumstances

Dr. Colvin R. de Silva: I am glad you
have mastered the term!

The Hon. Sir J. Kofelawala: When
the Railway was losing in the years 1935-

1938, they said, ‘‘ For Heaven's sake,
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give it away ’’. Now it is losing again,
but I am glad the hon. Member for Wel-
lawatta-Galkissa sees no reason why we
should give it away. It is a utility ser
vice, and therefore, according to my
Friends opposite, it should not pay, if
need not pay. ‘‘It is only a unified
system of transport, that we want”

Dr. Colvin R. de Silva: That will pay.

The Hon. J. Kotelawala: If we want
to make it pay, then we must do certain
things.

I shall give the House some compara-
tive figures. The expenditure on coal in
1938-39 was Rs. 2,500,000; the same
quantity of coal is today costing us
Rs. 13,500,000

Mr. S. A. Silva:
quantity?

For the

same

The Hon, Sir J. Kotelawala: Yes, we
are running the same mileage, 500,000 a
year.

For the same reasons, there has been
an increase in the cost of establishments.
On Sunday pay, we spent in 1938-39,
Rs. 300,000. The provision in the Bud-
get for 1948-49 is Rs. 1,400,000, an in-
crease of over Rs. 1,000,000. We have
improved the conditions of service of our
workers, as evidenced by the increased
payment for Sunday pay

Dr. Colvin R. de Silva: A rupee is
now worth only one-third its pre-war
value.

The Hon, Sir J. Kotelawala: In 1939
we did not pay anything on account of
cost of living allowance. Today our ex-
penditure in the Railway on that score
amounts to Rs. 14,000,000. If you add
this Rs. 14,000,000 to the Rs. 1,500,000
paid out on account of Sunday pay, you
get a total of Rs. 15,500,000. Remove
this expenditure, and your loss on the
Railway vanishes '

Dr. Colvin R. de Silva: A typical
piece of Transport thinking!

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: Why do
not our Friends opposite say that these
too are °‘ fortuitous circumstances ’’?

Dr. Colyin R. de Silva: They are not.
We have compelled you to make those
payments to the workers.
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The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: We are
spending Rs. 15,000,000 on those two
ifems alone, apart from the excess ex-
penditure on coal. When we add these
three items, we arrive at a total which

fully accounts for the loss on the

Railway.
5.45 p.w.

I will tell you some of the things that
the Railway is doing. Hon. Members
do not know these things. I do not know
whether hon. Members realize the num-
ber of passengers which the Railway
carries a day. The Railway carries
76,000 passengers every day.

Dr. Colvin R, de Silva: Not enough!

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: Out of
6,000,000 people, what is the percentage
that travel?

How many tons of goods does the
Railway carry a day? It carries 4,000
tons of goods every day—goods that are
required to keep us alive, i.e. foodstuffs—
goods both imported and for export.

The number of miles run s day by the
Railway is about 17,000.

The main point to keep in mind is this.
In a nationalized service like the Rail-
way if the people of the country are
all out to look after their national inter-
ests and say ‘° This Railway is ours, we
must all look after it '’ we will have
very little difficulty in keeping these
trains clean. The hon. Member for
Galle, I believe, once said that he fravel-
led from Galle in a white suit and that
by the time he got out of the train it was
dirty.

Mr. Dahanayake: I became your
sweeper.
The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: I

remember there was a complaint from
the Railway people that some passengers
found it awkward when the hon. Mem-
ber for Galle travelled by train.

I will tell you how the public has
treated us in some ways. 85,536 elec-
tric bulbs have been deliberately destroy-
ed since 1945, i.e., an average of 10,000
bulbs per annum. Then, 31,000 feet of
dynamo helting for lights had to be re-
placed. Is it any wonder that we find
it difficult to keep our trains clean when
bulbs, and so on, are stolen? The only
way we can prevent it is to make the
public and the workers understand that
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it is their railway, and their property
and that can only be drilled into them
by persuasion and kindness. It is only
then that we can achieve that efficient
socialism that we are all dreaming of.

Then the question of ‘nationalization”
was discussed. It is a very nice term—

The Chairman: I objected to the use
of the word ‘ nationalization .
* Unification ’ of the railway transport
is what was used.

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: Quite
right, It is that that we are after. We |
have tried the experiment at Katara-
gama this year. Anybody can buy a
ticket from anywhere to Kataragama and
they will be taken there. We have pro-
vided a bus service which would take
passengers from the nearest station to
Kataragama. We are doing the same
thing with regard to Nuwara Eliya and
other places. Today, goods can be gent
from anywhere right to the door of the
consignee—straight from the goods shed
to the consignee. Formerly one had
to go round, take one’s Way Bill, stand
outside in a queue, and finally remove
the goods or luggage in a bullock cart.
Now the Railway delivers the goods at
the door. It is on that principle that
we are trying to introduce co-ordination
as well as unification of the system.

Will you permit me to talk on the mat-
ter of transport today, Mr. Chairman?

The Chairman: Yes, you may.

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: As the
hon. Member for Ruwanwella said, a cer-
tain gentleman is coming out to go into
this matter and see what best we can
do. Tt is all very well for hon. Members
to say, ‘‘ Take over the bus service and
run it yourself . 'We have a Railway
which we are running ourselves, but hon.
Members are blaming me for the losses
on the Railway. If we take over the
bus “service, unless we have a system
where the worker, the owner and the
passenger all combine to make it a na-
tional concern, we will never run it at
a profit. We will lose all our tyres, bulbs
and even all our fares. Therefore, some
measures must be introduced whereby
the most efficient system can be brought
in. The buses that we see running to-
day are owned and run by former bus
Qr,‘iver'sl Most, of them started as
drivers.



http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

1499 Appropriation Bill
Mr., Dahanayake: Was Mr. Cyril de
Zoyssa also a bus driver?

The Chairman: Order, please! Hon.
Members must not forget that the Hon.
Minister is being pilloried. His position
ig that of an accused person. A cut of
Rs. 10 has been moved in his Vote,
which is a censure on the Hon. Minister.
Hon. Members must be fair to him and
allow him to defend himself.

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: Thank
you Mr. Chairman. I have now lost
my trend of thought entirely.

As I was saying, all these bus people

started in a very small way. Hon. Mem-
bers would not have forgotten that before
the Nelson Plan for the re-organization
of the bus services by making them into
~ private companies came into operation,
no bus was safe, and even the roads were
not safe. If a bus was running to
Colombo and there were a number of
passengers going in the opposite direc-
tion, it turned back and took them to,
say, Galle! Those were the conditions
that existed then. There was the case
of a woman who wanted to board a bus
wisgh her child. The conductor took the
. child into that bus and started off, with
the result that the woman had to get into
another bus. Those were the chaotic
conditions of the bus service before this
monopoly system was introduced. The
monopoly system brought in all these
men together. They formed themselves
~into private companies, and they are now
much better organized.

One day I saw one of our big bus
magnates going round his bus yard at
5 o’clock in the morning and getting his
buses out. That is the sort of thing he
was used to 15 years ago. I think he is
now a Managing Director of a Bus Com-
pany. ' His habit was fo see that the
buses were out of his yard at 5 o’clock
in the morning. That is the class of
man who is still running the buses.
Are we going to take him on as a Gov-
ernment servant? Can you expect
Mr. Cyril de Zoysa to be a Government
servant? Can we get Muhandiram
Rodrigo to come into the Government
Service? No! We must make use of
their talent in this business till such
time as we can evolve a workable
Scheme. We have not entirely«given
up the question of nationalization., We
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want to work on another pringiple.
When fhat is done, it will be one of the
finest bits of social legislation ever
thought of, namely, to give the workers
a share in the business.

Dr. Colvin R. de Silva: It is 40 years
old! :

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: It may
be 40 years old in that country, but it is
new to this country. This would be far
better than adopting a scheme where we
will have no profits.

Now, the question is whether the
scheme is workable in that manner.
Let us try that scheme. There is
nothing wrong in trying it. If we can
have a scheme where the Government
and the public and the worker have a
share in the business, something behind
which the whole country stands, some-
thing in which everyone has a concern
for its efficient working, that would be
ideal. But that is just the spirit which
is lacking in the Railway today. If not
for the Railway Security Service that we
have today, it would not be sate to travel
in our trains. The other day a Railway
Security Officer, while he was lodging a
complaint at the Police Station, was
stabbed in the chest by a rowdy.

‘The hon. Member for Wellawatta-
Galkissa says that there is a unified
system of air, road and rail travel run-
ning beautifully in Russia. I will ask
him to give me Stalin’s powers for 24
hours, and I will make this the most
efficient country in the world. He will
not give me that power.

Dr. Colvin R. de Silva: Because you
are not Stalin!

_The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: Quite
right! I do not want to be Stalin.

That is the point. You must havs
the power behind you. Take the Rail-
way Security Service, for instance.
That is one of the powers which compels
people to get off railway footboards!
Then there are some passengers who do
not like to be disturbed; while there are
others who keep on talking loudly much
to their annoyance. Those are matters
of courtesy which will have to be taught
to our people. We are trying to tackle
this question  from the very bottom.
We ara trying to educate the worker.
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The hon.” Member for Kotte—or
¢ Cotta '—said today that the workmen
loathe and detest me

Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena: I did not
say that.

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala:— o
that the workers were worried about me.
The 60-odd workers that the hon. Mem-
ber referred to were at my house yester-
day. They said, ‘‘ Sir, you are our
saviour.”” I have got their petition
with me now. I jokingly said, ““ If you
bring me on a plate the heads of those
people who misled you, I will get you
back your jobs.” 'I am very sorry for
them, and I am trying my best to do
something for them. They now realize
that the workers in my departments
have only one friend.

6.0 p.M. <

Mr. KA. Reginald Perera:
have a strange appetite!

But you

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: This
new Social Welfare Club is also to make
the worker more efficient, give him more
leisure and make him love his work
more. We want him to love the work
he does, not to do the work he loves.
Everybody wants to do the work he
likes, but we want him to like the work
he does. That is our effort.

With regard to the Ceylonization of
the departments under me, I think T
can claim to have Ceylonized practically
all my departments, particularly the
Port. If anything, I have done it too
rapidly. In the Railway there were 150
foreigners when I took over, and the
last man will be leaving next year or so.
That means that I have Ceylonized 150
posts there. In the Public Works De-
partment there are only one or two
non-Ceylonese; in the Electrical De-
partment none; in the Basic Camp,
none; in the Salvage Department, none;
in the Air Service, none. That is so far
as those departments are concerned.

Ag far as the Port is concerned, there
are a few more than the number given
by the hon. Member, but we have !:0
put up with them on account of certain
requirements. For instance, you cannot
have a pilot bringing in a ship if he has
no certificate
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Mr. Keuneman: Are you training
Ceylonese for these posts?

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: If you
go to the Port now, you will find the
first non-Ceylonese pilot trained after
ten years—Mr. Jansen. I will not give
you a list of all the men who are being
trained for these posts. The first one
was Jansen. He has gone through his
apprenticeship, and he is employed here
now as the first Ceylonese to become a
pilot. The second man is I. C. Varney.
These boys are sent for training at the
age of sixteen. Then there are others—
J. R. Wise, his brother, A. Wise, 0. G.
Henricus and C. R. Joseph. These
boys are selected and sent for training.
We have a scheme for this. There are
eleven pilots, and there are seven ap-
prentices in training. This is not our
show. This is an Indian Training
School. And unfortunately, when we
advertise for these apprenticeships, the
parents of these boys do not let them go
at this young age of sixteen. Sometimes
1t 8o happens that even when these boys
do go and return after their apprentice-
ship, they say that they do not want
these jobs.

With regard to divers, as I said before,
anybody can dive, but when he comes up
and says what is wrong with the ship,
nobody would believe what he says
unless he has a certificate. It is like
the case of a doctor. If you give a man
a stethescope and he examines a patient
and says that it is a case of
appendicitis '

Dr, Perera: Diagnozing appendicitis
with a stethoscope! You are a fina
doctor !

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: What I
mean to say is that the mere fact that
a man carries a stethoscope does not
make him a doctor.

We have a new scheme where divers
are trained here and sent to a ship-
wright’s establishment for & course of
apprenticeship. ;

On the engineering side, the Harbour
Engineer was an Englishman, the
Deputy-Harbour Engineer was an Eng-
lishman, the Chief Assistant, Junior
Assistgnt, and so on, were all English-
men. But what is the position today?
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The Harbour Engineer is an English
man, but the Chief Engineer is a
Ceylonese, Mr. Sivaprakasapillai; the
Senior Assistant Engineer is Mr.
Kulasinghe, and the two junior Assist-
ants to follow them are Perera and Silva,
with the B.Se. (Eng.) qualification.
These engineers are taken on after they
have passed their examination, and they
have to grow up in the Department, so
to speak. Now Silva who was taken on
in- 1986 with his B.Sec., qualification
has today risen to the post of Assistant
Harbour Engineer, so that on the
engineering side the Ceylonization 1Is
almost 100 per cent. On the mechani-
cal side, it is the same. There are
some Ceylonese who want to pass off as
non-Ceylonese. Among these officers
there is a Keuneman also. The Chair-
man of the Port is Hernu, and the
Secretary is Van Langenberg. And Van
1 Langenberg, though of Dutch descent,
is a Ceylonese. There is Abeysekera,
Namasivayam, Perera——

De. Perera: No Kotelawala?

The Hon. Sir J.

Kotelawala:
Unfortunately, no. -

So 1 do not think anybody can ever

~blame me for not Ceylonizing my
departments.
Mr. Dahanayake: What about the

H'leet Air Arm?

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: The hon.
Member for Galle sent me a letter just
now from one Silva saying that he must

have a job, that he was a member of
the Fleet Air Arm

Mr. Dahanayake: About 600 of them.

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: It is I
who started that scheme of a basic train-
ing camp, and I took on 300 boys for
the purpose of putting them into the
workshops for training as mechanies, so
that they will know something about
machine tools, know the language of
machinery, and so on. When I started
that, the war was at its height, and the
Navy came and said, ‘‘ Could you get
us boys to do the same sort of thing?
We will give them Navy pay. ' They
took one of my camps. I laid down ‘the
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conditions as to how these boys should
be paid, how they should be fed. and so0
forth, and these 600 boys were then
taken on to the Fleet Air Arm. The
salary of a Class I mechanic went up
to Rs. 150, everything found, including
a bacon-and-eggs diet.

Mr. Dahanayake: But now they are
starving.

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: If you
are going to employ the whole lot of them
again, you will have to continue the war.

Six-hundred air mechanics! Ceylon
does not need more than twenty-five;
that is more than enough for our show.
But we have six-hundred of them in

Ceylon. We sent sixty of them to In-
dia, " "= jpwenty-five for our purposes,
and t . the rest to go to the Ratmalana

Worksnoff, or become motor car drivers,
or do whatever else they can, and not
keep on writing letters to the hon. Mem-
ber for Galle (Mr. Dahanayake) and to
me. This is about the twentieth letter
I have myself received from this boy
Silva. He was sent to India, but he
was rejected by Tatas. Now he is one
of the unemployed who would become a
first-class communist.

The Chairman: Is the hon. Member
for Ruwanwella (Dr. Perera) pressing his
Amendment?

Dr. Perera: No, Sir.

‘On item 6, can the Hon. Minister give

- us some details as to the work that has

been already done, the public relations
and welfare service work? Before that,
might T raise the other point, this specia-
lized training abroad. I do not know
why it is brought under the Minister’'s
Head.

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: The
position as regards grants to Welfare
leaders in departments is this: We have
got a vote of Rs. 10,000. Whenever we
have any demand from an association for
such things as wireless sets, and so on,
or they want money to print their
notices, and so on, we want to give them
a grant for such purposes. In future we
are going to have a scheme where the
workers will elect their own Waelfare
leaders ‘from amongst themselves.
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With regard to the item for sending
officers abroad for training, the position
1s this. Formerly, when we had Furo-
pean officers as engineers, architects and
other specialists, they used to go on
long leave to England and while there
take the opportunity of visiting various
works and places which were of interest
to their particular jobs. If he was an
architect who had to build a post office
here, he would visit one of these places
in England, and then come back and
use that knowledge in his work here.
Now what has happened? Our Ceylonese
officers do not take long leave, and even
if they do take fairly long leave, they
just go to Nuwara Eliya and come back,
or probably stay at home. They are just
rusticating or devoting their time to
books only. But what one sees is more
important than what one reads. So the
other day we sent an architect to see
the Osmania University, to find out how
it has been built. For that sort of thing,
we must have a vote, and the Treasury
said that as these are specialized officers
who are sent, there must be a vote of
this nature.

The Chairman: There are some
official Amendments.

The Hon, Sir J. Kotelawala: I move,
" That the Vote be increased by
Rs. 1,153 in respect of Sub-head 1, item
‘ Stenographer.’ "’

Question put, and agreed to.

. The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: I move,

** That the Vote be increased by Rs. 117
in respect of Sub-head 1, item ‘ Record
_Keeper and Binder. "’

Question put, and agreed to.

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: I move,
““ That the Vote be increased by Rs. 118
in respect of Sub-head 1, item ‘ Rent
Allowance ' "’

Question put, and agreed to.

Question, ‘“ That the sum of
Rs. 248,755 for Head 144, Vote No. 1,
be inserted in the Schedule, ’’* put, and
agreed to.

Head 144, Vote 1, as amended,
ordered to stand part of the Schadnule,
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Head 145.—Colombo Port Commission

Vote No. 1.—Salaries and Expenses of
the Department of the Colombo Port
Commission, dc., Rs. 11,7565,591.

Dr. Perera: I read in the newspapers
that as a result of a certain amount of
dissatisfaction among the engineers, or
alternatively, because they were dis-
satisfied with the conditiong of work, a
number of them had gone on leave, and
that, as a matter of fact, some of the
ships had to be turned away. I do not
know what the present position is. I
hope the Hon. Minister will make a
statement on that matter.

6.15 p.Mm.

Then, the second question is the one
about seamen. I raised that point last
year too when the Hon. Minister
promised to look into the matter.

The Chairman: We have about 250
local seamen.

Dr. Perera: 1 am raising that question
under the general Head. Strictly
speaking, it should come under the
Master Attendant’s Department. It is
a matter of policy. I am asking the
Hon. Minister to Jook into the question.
He will remember he promised to look
into this matter. There are about 250
seamen who have been under training,
practically on their own, as firemen,
cabin boys, and so on.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
They are Merchant Seamen.

Dr. Perera: Yes. The unfortunate
position is that the Colombo Harbour is
not a harbour where they take in their
full complement. Therefore, they find
it difficult to get employment. What
happens normally is that when steamers -
which lack, say, two or three members
of the crew, call here, they make up the
full complement and take off. There is
a rule of the Board of Trade, because, I
wrote fo the International Union of
Seamen and got the information. Ib
confirmed that no merchant vessel can
pass through a harbour without its full
complement. The Hon. Minister was
not quite sure of that, and ‘on the last
oecasion he undertook to look into the
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[Dr. Perera. ]
matter. I do hope he has taken steps
now and that something can be done to
help these pcople, because, we might be
able to build a nucleus for any future
eventuality.

Then, I should like to know something
about the position of the Chairman of
the Port Commission himself. He is a
person who has been recruited on agree-
ment. I do not know whether his
agreement is over; but, will the Hon.
Minister make it clear whether. the
agreemeny is to be terminated or whether
he intends to continue the officer
concerned ?

Then, there is one minor point on
page 401 on which I want information.
I see a whole number of new men
provided for.

The Chairman: Is the hon. Member
referring to the crew of the Dredger?

Dr. Perera: Yes. Were they pro-
vided for last time? I do not see from
where they have been transferred. Can
the Hon. Minister enlighfen me?

The Hon., Sir J. Kotelawala:
Provision was hitherto made under
Head 145, sub-head 6.

Dr. Perera_: I see.

Mr. Keuneman: Mr. Chairman, I
have a bone to pick with the Hon.
Minister with regard to the Chairman_ of
the Colombo Port Commission.

I am a Member for Colombo Central,
which a vast part of the Colombo harbour
fringes, and my electorate has a lot to do
with this officer and some of his depart-
ments. I must say that in the matter
of trying to elicit any information, both
from the Hon. Minister and the Chair-
man of the Port Commission, it has been
absolutely impossible even to get a reply
from them. During the last Budget
Debate I asked for certain information,
and, just when I was about to discuss
it, T received a letter from the Chairman
of the Port Commission saying that the
matter was going to be urgently at-
tended to and that in a day oz $wo he
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would give me a reply. I am still wait-
ing for that reply. During the last
Budget Debate I raised an issue with
the Hon. Minister on the question of
how people are being recruited to the
harbour, particularly labour, and he
told me that he would give me a reply
to that question. I wrote to his Per-
manent Secretary, and I also wrote to
the Department several fimes on this
matter, but I have still not been able to
get any reply. I do not know whether
the Hon. Minister is even now in a
position to give any information or
clarify this issue, because it doeg
affect vast numbers of people in my con-
stitueney whose sole occupation is work
in the harbour. I find that a large
number of these people, when they go
direct to one of the shipping companies,
are told that they cannot get employed
under the shipping companjes unless
they come through the employment
exchange. But, when they go to the
employment exchange, they are sent to
the labour pool, and nobody seems to
know what is happening. I have mnot
been able to get any information which,
if it was given, would have saved me
and the Department a lot of time. So,
can the Hon. Minister even now tell us
if he is clear in his own mind how this
system of employment of harbour labour
is done? Once these men are sent to
the employment exchange and to the
labour pool would they he employed in
a particular job, or, would they have to
get employment in the harbour direct
through the labour exchange? Or, is
the Hon. Minister prepared, through the
Chairman of the Port Commission, to
permit direct recrujtment of labour by
the shipping companies? I have known

-cases where men have been taken on by

shipping companies but they have not
been allowed to enter the Port, I
would like to have a clear statement
from the Hon. Minister.

The other point I want fo raise under
this Head is this: The Hon. Minister
must be aware that there has been con-
siderable agitation by the Colombo
Municipal Council that it should be
given the right to supply water to
ships. At the present moment, owing
to the fact that our harbour is not
nationalized, and is still in the hands of
foreign companies, these companies ave
fagking ‘mints of money by merely
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5 Pu'mping water into boats, for supply-

.f

e~

mg 15 to ships. The Municipality has
been demanding the right to take over
this work.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
They charge a certain amount.

Mr. Keuneman: They levy a normal
water rate.
pared to see that the Chairman of the
Port Commission grants this facility to
the Colombo Municipal Council?

Mr. Dahanayake: The Hon. Minister
must remember that, consequent upon
representations made by several Mem-
bers of the State Council, a certain Civil
Servant was called upon to report on
the allegations of bribery and corrup-
tion against certain officers of the
Colombo Port Commission.

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: That

report was published.

Mr. Dahdhayake: The report of the
Commissioner was published in May,
1948, and, according to that report the
Commissioner held that the procedure
in the Colombo Port Commission in
respect of appointments of minor em-
ployees did seem to have created
excellent opportunities for the practice
of corruption on a large scale, although
it was not possible to bring home the
charges to all the people concerned in
the matter. The Commissioner was of
opinion that the procedure needed to be
clarified and revised. I understand that
the procedure has not yet been revised.

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: Who
says so0?
Mr. Dahanayake: I ask the Hon.

Minister, what is the use of an inquiry
into allegations, and what is the use of
a report on them, if the main recom-
mendation of that report is not going to
be implemented?

The Hon. Ministér has provided for
welfare depots and welfare officers in
connection with the work jn the harbour.
T wigh to know from him whether he will
take early steps to avoid the errors which
have been pointed out in the report and
to which I have alluded.
6——7J. N. 13681 (3/48)
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Mr. Keuneman: 1 would like the Hon.
Minister to give us a statement, if he
can, on any progress that has been
made in the modernization of the Port.
There were proposals which were made
some time ago that there should be a re-
construction of the Port so that bigships -
could come alongside the jetty. There
were also various other suggestions
made. I hope the Chairman hag sub-
mitted his own memoranda on the other
matters also. I would like the Hon.
Minister to make a sfatement on the
lines on which he thinks the Port should
be developed and modernized and to
what extent any of those plans have
»been started.

Mr. Dahanayake: May I ask another
question? In last year's Budget there
was an item under Head 145, Vote
No. 1, namely, sub-head .48, for
housing C.P.C. employees.

The Chairman: We shall come to
that later. We are now dealing with
sub-head 1, Pergsonal Emoluments. {

Mr. Dahanayake: One does not find
that item repeated. I want to know
what progress was made in connection
with the vote in the last Budget that
was passed.

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: I shall
first answer the question of the hon.
Third Member for Colombo .Central
about Port development.

The Port of Colombo is being pat-
ronized more and more today by oil
ships for bunkering and for taking oil.
Taking oil from tankers into ships is
rather a dangerous operation because
sometimes tankers cateh fire. If a fire
should occur in this way, it may well
spread because oil floats on water. In
that case the whole of the 600 acres of
our harbour may be on fire. Therefore,
we are going to have what one calls an
oil jetty, that iz, a place where oil
ships both bringing in oil or taking oil
would be brought into. When oil is
pumped into a ship there will be a boom
or a bar to prevent water from getting
through the boom. That is what is
called an oil jetty. Then, there will he
two quays for tying up ships on the
northern jetty. That is on the north
sideaofi the harbour where three or four
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ships can tie up. When ships carrying
heavy loads come into the harbour, in-
stead of carrying the goods in lighters,
we will get the ships to tie up, and
with the help of a erane unload the goods
into lorries. That is the purpose for

which one jetty would be used.

There are also two other jetties to be
built where the present passenger jetty
It is to enable four or five
ships to tie alongside it, so that in the
future when ships come in one need
not get into a jolly-boat and row against
the sea spray and then climb along a
staircase to get to Colombo. Wa want
to have a moving staircase. We will®
then bring the passenger up to the
top of a ship and from it he will be able
to go straight to Colombo without any
meconvenience. This scheme has now
been drawn up, and it has been sent to
our Consulting Engineers. Our rough
estimates come to Rs. 54,000,000. Of
course, it is not a matter of merely
lowering cement blocks into the water.
That will not be sufficient to make
jetties. At presént, for the purpose of
giving employment to people, we have
started making these blocks ourselves.
After all, we know how to make the

‘blocks, and people at the Mahara jail

will come to.our rescue. In this way
too we give work to five or six hundred
people.

6.30 p.m.

Now the question arises as to how we
should set about-doing this work. Ask-
ing some firm whether they would do
this for Rs. 54,000,000 is of no value
nowadays because these are works that
take four or five years to complete. This
work would take at least 15 years to
complete. No big firm is prepared to

. tender for 15 years unless it makes pro-

vision for emergencies, strikes, wars,
change of Government, and so on.
Therefore, we are now thinking of the
target estimate scheme that has been
introduced by the Hon. Minigter of
Agriculture and Lands; that is, getting
work done by firms and paying them for
supervision. That is the stage we are
The plans are with us, and we
propose to evolve some scheme whereby
we could start this as early as we can.

.That is as regards the modernization

of the Port.
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The next question asked by the hon.
Member was about the Chairman of the
Port Commission. He has been with
us. He has come on an agreement. He
has a lot to do with the development
of this Port. The first scheme was
scrapped on his recommendation. As
he is .an officer with wide experience,
he pointed out the defects of the first
scheme. He had experience in Ttaly
He is a young man,
full of energy, and quite capable, and
I have asked him whether he would con-
tinue to work here for another few
years more because we cannot now take
non-Ceylonese on the permanent staff.
I have not had a reply from him yet.
We will take every European we can
get in future on agreement. That is
one policy of mine.

The "hon. Member wanted to know
how labour is recruited. TLabour today
is overflowing there. The method of
recruiting labour by these private com-
panies is as follows: they themselves
bring the labourers and produce them
before the Port Commission who gives
them a badge. That iss for private
parties and that is a privilege.

Mr. Keuneman: The trouble is that
you do not give a badge.

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: The .
Wharfage Company or the Cargo Boat
Despatch Company say that they want
to employ a particular man and he is
allowed to be employed. But Govern-
ment Employees are taken from the
Government Employment Exchange.

If the hon. Third Member for
Colombo Central wants to employ some-
body in his own household, he can do
what he likes. He can go to the Em-
ployment Exchange and look at all the
faces and not take any. The same
right is given to every private employer.
But when the landing companies guaran-
tee a labourer, he iy given the ticket
and the passport photograph so that he
will be allowed to enter the harbour on
that basis. The Government employees

are taken from the Employment
Exchange. -

Now I may tell hon. Members about
the pool. Once these people are ®

given the ticket and the passport to
enter the harbour, they cannot bé sent
away Wwihen there is no work. In the
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olden days they used to be sent away;
they used to attend the hon. Member’s
meetings at Galle Face. Now when
they have work, they cannot . attend
meetings. Now they have to sit by the
quay-side for eight hours. Formerly we
used to pay them and ask them to come
on the following day. That we found
was not advisable. So we asked them
to sit down and get their money.

Dr. Perera: That is not the policy.

The Hon. Sir J. Kofelawala: If that
is not the policy, he must be knowing
better than myself. The pool labour
has to stay in the harbour for eight
hours.

Dr. Perera: The pool labour that you
have got is an entirely different entity
. from the contract labour. The con-
tractors have their.own labour. - It is
only when there is a shortage that they
draw from the pool which the
Government is maintaining.

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: Per-
fectly right. I shall tell him something
more so that he can explain better next
time. Supposing contractor A has 100
labourers and contractor B 200 labour-
ors and contractor B- has no work to
do, contractor B has to pay for his men,
namely, the 200 labourers. He has ‘to
pay for his men, and he can do whatever
he likes with them. But if both the
contractors have work and there is a
shortage of labour, we get men from the
pool and send to those people. But
contractor “ A ' or contractor “ B "
pays for the pool labourers.

Dr. Perera: Quite right.

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: We draw
from the pool daily so that it is being
gradually absorbed. From some 1,000-
odd men it has now been reduced to
about 200. The point is that as long as
the pool " exists, the hon. Members
cannot send their constituents to work !

Mr. Keuneman: There is one point
that I want to clear up. I-think the
Hon. Minister misunderstood what T was
driving at. I am aware that, in certain
cases, private firms do select their own
labour—they have been given that privi-
lege—but T have known cases where,

7——3J. N. 13681 (8/48)
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when private firms bring persons there,
the Government authorities refuse them
the mnecessary passes to enter the
harbour.

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: That is
perfectly true. Contractor “ A’ might
select somebody who should, properly
speaking, mever be allowed inside the
harbour at all for offences he has com-
mitted perhaps more than a hundred
times; who may probably be a ganja
dealer or one of those kappenkarayas as
we call them. Those people are nob
allowed to come.in. :

Mr. Keuneman: I know of men who
have good certificates given to them by
the Department who have also been
refused permission to enter.

Dr. Perera:
question?

What about the water

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: The
water question is a very old one. Even .
long before the hon. Member had the
honour of going into the Colombo Muni-
cipal Council, that body was trying to
make a lot of money out of this water
question. They were trying to raise the
rate for water as high as they could
because it was an important source of
revenue for them. Now the rate has
come to Rs. 5 per 1,000 gallons and that
is the highest.

For the information of hon. Members
I would like to mention that the rate for
water in a place like Djibouti is lower
than in Colombo. Djibouti is a place in
Arabia. -

Dr. Colvin R. de Silva: No, Djibouti
is not in Arabia—it is.in the north-
eastern corner of Africa. '

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: It is a
Freneh port, and if you go there once
you will never go again.

Dr. Perera: How do you know?

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: Becauge
I have been there. It is in a very
parched and dry country and they have
a fine system of supplying water there
to ships. This port is on the route to
Abyssinia. There the water rate is very
much less than in Colombo and that is a
most curious thing.
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[Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala. ]

The Colombo Municipal Council has
been going on steadily increasing this
water rate and now it has come to Rs. 5
per 1,000 gallons. If ships do mnot get
water at a reasonable rate, as compared
with the rates in other parts of the
world, they will be inclined to keep away
from this place.

We have been telling the Municipal
Council that we would buy the water
from them on a metre system. They
get nearly Rs. 400,000 to Rs. 500,000.
I can easily say that they are running
the whole of their Waterworks Depart-
ment entirely on the money which they
derive from this source. From the
money that they get from the sale of
water to the port they run the whole of
their water works—the maintenance of
their plants at Labugama and Colombo,
payment of their Inspectors and for

everything. We threatened the Colombo
| Municipal Council that we would go to
the extent of digging our own wells or
getting water from the Kelani Ganga and
purifying it or doing something in order
to supply the slips. That is the posi-
tion, and we cannot afford to allow the
Municipality to carry on, just as some
of the small U.Cs. are doing, by selling
water at all sorts of prices for utility
purposes.

Mr. Dahanayake: What
Mr. C. E. P. Jayasuriya’s Report?

about

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: That
report was published, and it is pretty
obvious that it must have been put into
practice and- the conditions laid down
adopted. Otherwise, there would be
complaints today. Next October when
this new system of Welfare Officers
comes in, and when they themselves
have selected their own Welfare Officers,
there will probably be no bribery and
corruption as is said to be prevailing
now.

With regard to the question of bribery
in the harbour, or 4nywhere else for that
matter, you cannot really prevent it.
It is entirely left to the self-respect of the
individual ~who takes bribes. Any
number of Jayasuriya's reports will not
stop it. We are, however, trying a new
Process which is part of our plan of
efficient socialism.

Dr. Perera: What about Seamen?
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The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: What
kind of seamen?

Dr. Perera: Merchant seamen,
The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: Mer-

chant Seamen are so few. Unfortunate-
ly there are no ships that come here

Mr. Perera: No perfect crews?

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: As you
say, there are no perfect crews. A ship
does not come here and pay off its crew
and take somebody else. We have a
place where they register. The seamen
would want to know the destination
where they will be turned out. Suppose
a seaman is taken, and he is told that
he would be knocked off at Hong Kong,
would say that he wants to come back
to Ceylon; but at Hong Kong there is
a seaman who is a Negro and who is
prepared to work. -

Therefore, we are trying our best to
find a method of getting groups of
Ceylonese people together and having a
sort of policy—team policy, 1st, 2nd and
srd men. This group can go in one
ship. Now if one man is wanted, and
if there is a Chinaman, they prefer to
take the Chinaman. TUntil we get the
seamen into groups, until we get shipping
establishments, these difficulties are
bound to exist and we have to put up
with that difficulty.

Dr. Perera: But ships go away with-

out the full complement. If the full
complement is insisted upon in the .

harbour by the Master Attendant, then
there will be some work for the local

-

seamen.

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: The
Master Attendant’s Department looks
after our craft. Therefore the seamen
who are engaged by us for our boats are
not people who want to go outside.
They live in their homes,

The Chairman: The hon. Member’s
complaint is that ships are going with a
crew which is less than the full
complement.

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: If we
can forcibly send people like that, I will
only be too glad to do that. When a

~ ship comes they may be short of 5
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lascars and engineers and they may ask,
““ Can you get these men? ' If there
are two Chinamen and a boilerman
required who are also hanging about
here—in Ceylon you have a lot of these
people along with our men who are
prepared to go——

The Hon. Mr. D. 8. Senanayake:
What they say is that the ship should
not be allowed to go without a {ull
complement.

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: Without
taking our men?

Mr. Chelvanayakam: Ships some-
times go without taking the required
number of men.

Dr. Perera: There is a Board of Trade
rule. :

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: That is
a mew problem, and we will have to
inspect ships.

Dr. Perera: | Without the Master
Attendant’s certificate the ship cannot
leave the harbour.

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: That is
a new point. - If you register yourself,
we will send you also.

Mr. Dahanayake: In last year’s
Budget there was an item ‘' Housing
C. P. C. employees, Rs. 364,000.”
This has been deleted this year. I wanb
to know whether houses have been put
up, and if so how many.

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: All
these housing schemes are under Loan
Funds.

The Chairman: That is on page 568,
item No. 15.

Mr. Dahanayake: What is the
progress that has been made with the
scheme of last year?

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: Some
of the building sites are being prepared.
If the hon. Member goes to Bloemen-
dhal road he would not recognize the
place. The levelling is taking place
now.

13 AUGUST 1948
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Dr. . Perera: That is where

knocked off two men?

you

The Chairman: Any other question?

6.45 Pp.M.

Dr. Perera: One more question, Sir.
The Chairman of the Port Commigsion
was asked to put up a scheme for
de-casualization. How  far has he
succeeded?

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: That
scheme of de-casualization is what I ex-
plained to you. When one person is
absent, another is got from the pool.

Dr. Perera: Apart from that there
was a whole new scheme that he was
trying.

The Hon. Sir J. Kofelawala: Yes,
that is for every Company to say now
many men they must have and about
wages, and so on. As a matter of fact,
the Hon. Minister cf
TLabour and Social Services, and I are
going to the Harbour now to ensure that
things are done well. :

Dr. Perera: Going to the Harbour to
get some garlands?

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: To get
garlands, not aftter arranging union
meetings. We want the people to have
unions not only for the purpose of get-
ting more pay but also to get them to
work like human beings and like men
—to work 8 hours a day for 12 hourg’
pay. That is what we are after.

The Chairman: Will the Hon. Minis-
ter now move his Amendments. There
are a number of them.

The Hon, Sir J. Kotelawala: I move,
““ That the Vote be increased by Rs. 900
in respect of sub-head 1, item ‘ Docking
and Slipping Master, Graving Dock and
Patent Slip '—Master  Attendant’s
Department .

Question put, and agreed to.

The Hon, Sir J. Kotelawala: I move,
“ That the Vote be increased by
Rs. 17,584 in respect of sub-head 1,
item ‘ Engineers of Tugs '—Tugs *’.
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Dr. Perera: Why is this being
increased?

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: That is
a new rate of pay.

Dr. Perera: Why a new rate of pay? .

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: These
Amendments are required to make
provision for revision of salaries.

Dr. Perera: You mean new scales?

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: No,

somebody asked for a revision saying:

that he was going away. Owing to cer-
tain eircumstances, certain salaries had
to be revised and these Amendments are
required to make provision for those
revised salaries which have been
approved by the Treasury.

Dr. Perera: I cannot follow the Hon.
Minister. Does that mean that there

was discontent or some such thing in

the Harbour Engineer's Department?

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: No.
After the Soulbury Constitution was
introduced, and with all this talk of
Ceylonization, we had to find a method
of keeping these officers back. We had
to get them to sign contracts and pro-
misge to get their salaries revised in order
to keep them.

Question put, and agreed to.

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: I move,
““That the Vote be increased by
Rs. 1,500 in respect of sub-head 1, item
‘ Mechanical Superintendent * (Harbour
Engineer’s Department.) *’

Question put, and agreed to.

- The Hon, Sir J. Kotelawala: I move,

““That the Vote be increased Dby
Rs. 1,350 in respect of sub-head 1, item
* Deputy Mechanical Superintendent * ™',

Question put, and agreed to.

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: I move,
“That the Vote be increased hy
Rs. 3,150 in respect of sub-head 1, item
‘ Engineer, Graving Dock and Patent
Shp o

Question put, and agreed to.
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The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: I move,
““That . the Vote be increased by
Rs. 3,150 in respect of sub-head 1, item
‘ Foremen: Oil Facilities Officer * "’

Question put, and agreed to.

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: I move,
““ That the Vote be increased by
Rs. 150 in respect of sub-head 1, item
‘ Foremen: Additional Facilities
Officer * .

Question put, and agreed to.

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: I move,
““ That- the Vote be increased by
Rs. 217 in respect of sub-head 1, item
* Foremen Harbour "’

Question put, and agreed to.
. The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: T move,
*“ That the Vote be increased by Rs. 960

in respect of sub-head 6, item °‘ Fore-,
men: Mechanical Foreman * ”’

Question put, and agreed to.

The Hon, Sir J. Kotelawala: T move,
** That the Vote be increased by Rs. 900

in respect of sub-head 1, item
‘Foremen : Asgsistant Mechanical
Foreman ’ ”’

Question put, and agreed +to.

.The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: I move,

" That the Vote be increased by
Rs. 3,150 in respect of sub-head 1, item
‘ Foremen:  Boilersmith and  Ship
Repairer * ”’

Question put, and agreed to.
el

The Hon, Sir J. Kotelawala: I move,

" That the Vote be increased by
Rs. 3,150 in respect of sub-head 1, item
‘ First ~ Engineer and Dredging
Master ’ *’.

Question put, and agreed to.

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: T move,

““That the Vote be increased by
Rs. 2,880 in respect of sub-head 1; New
item ‘2 Survey = Assistants
(temporary) * ',

Question put, and agreed to.

: The Hon, Sir J. Kotelawala: I move,
f Thato'othe Vote be
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Rs. 2,733 in respect of sub-head 1,

New item ‘4 Telephonists * .
Question put, and agreed to.

- The Chairman: I think the Minister

and the House deserve a suspension of
10 minutes.

Sitting accordingly suspended
7.0 p.m., and then resumed.

until

.  Sub-head 5.—Inshore dredging,
. Rs. 190,000.
7.0 p.m.

Dr. Perera: We would like to know
the cause of increase of this sub-head.

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: 'This
increase in provigion was necessitated
by the heavy cost of maintenance and
repair. 1 could give more details of this
work.  Inshore dredging must be
carried out in order 4o permit cargo and
coal barges to come alongside the
various jetties and wharves to discharge
and load their cargoes, and to permif

tugs to operate freely and to facilitate:

the movement of lighters between ship
and shore, and wice wersa- Here,
again, due to pressure of work and the
100 per cent. occupation of inshore
berths, jetties and wharves, the
maintenance of the necessary depths of
water by inshore dredging was consider-
ably hampered and neglected. It 1s
therefore necessary that a considerable
baclk-log of inshore dredging should be
undertaken if the maximum use of the
shallow berths is to be availed of.

Sub-head 10.—Fumigation, Rs. 1,500

Mr. Dahanayake: I would like to
know

The Chairman: There is no Amend-
ment under that sub-head, but if you
only want to ask a question which can
be answered by the Minister, I do rot
mind it.

Mr. Dahanayake: I want to know
why fumigation is pot carried out pro-
pex:lv in the Port of Colombo. You
will notice that the Vote for fumigation
last year was Rs. 2,000, while this year
it is only Rs. 1,500. That includes

Colombo as well as Galle.

18 AUGUST 1948
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Tt is necessary that everything that

comes into port should be fumigated
because there is the ever-present danger
of the goods carrying with them the
plague flea and various other pests.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:

That depends on the port from which
the goods come.

Mr. Dahanayake: Therefore,
fumigation should be done
leaving room for any dangerous outhreak
of disease to ocecur later. I know that,
particularly in the case of Galle, the
absence of necessary equipment to carry
out fumigation makes us always live in
fear that there may be an outbreak of
plague in Galle. The position is just
the same in Colombo. Measures in
regard to fumigation should not be
disregarded but should be strengthened.

the

The Hon, Sir J. Kotelawala: The
reason why we have only asked ' for
Rs. 1,500 for fumigation is because there
was a balance ieft over from last year.
This is an item which brings in revenue.
In 1945-46 it brought in Rs. 10,000-0dd.
In 1946-47 it brought in Rs. 5,000-0dd;
but last year it has been very much.
less. This is because, I suppose, fumi-
gation depends on the question whether
vessels have come from infected ports.
The normal fumigation of freight does

1522
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without -

not cost us anything, but when ship-

ments are received from infected ports

like Port Said, we have to do the work
and that costs us more.

« As for Galle, there is no fumigation
plant there, but 1 will arrange to instal
a plant if it can be had. The hon.
Member for Galle himself spends most
of his time in Colombo, and is safe fo
that extent.

Mpr.

Chelyanayakam: On fumiga-
tion :

The Chairman: Really, there is no
Amendment on that.

As fumigation

My. Chelvanayakam:
facilities are available only in Colonibo,
does the Hon. Minister consider

extending them to other ports also?

The Hon, Sir J. Kotelawala: We will
consider it.
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Sub-head 29.—Mechanical plant for
handling  cargo, working  awnd
maintenance, Rs. 32,000.

Sub-head 30.—Coal handling equip-

ment, working and maintenance,
Rs. 253,000.

Sub-head 31.—Medical attention t,
Workers in  Harbour premises,
Rs. 5,000.

Dr. Perera: Sub-heads 29, 30 and 381
are all new. Can the Hon. Minister
give us some information about them?

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: Provi-
sion has been made under sub-head 29
for mechanical plant to handle ecargo,
&c., in order to maintain the working
of the plant which has already been
- installed. This greatly facilitates both
the loading and wunloading of ecargo,
thereby enabling the quick turn-round of
shipping.

Dr. Perera: Where is it installed?

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: It is in
the harbour.

Dr. Perera: But this obviously cannot
be used except in the small jetty where
ships come alongside.

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: No, Sir,
this is especially meant for handling
cargo and consists of cranes, floating
cranes, ordinary cranes and various
other mechanical equipment which we

have bought from the Army. They

are only coming into use just now.

Formerly, when a ship was either
being loaded or unloaded, I think all
hon. Members know, planks were put
on to the quayside and workers used to
carry the bags on the planks; but now
these cranes pick up the bags and con-
vey them to and from the ship. As for
stacking of bags, there is now an elevator
instead of the old system of men carry-
ing the bags from below to pile them at
the top.

The mechanical plant is used for
eliminating’ inhuman conditions of
labour.

Sub-head 80 is concerned with coal
handling equipment. Formerly, as you
know, coal labourers used to appear jet
black because they used to be coated
with coal dust; but now there'is what is

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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called a ‘“coal sucker '’ the valve of
which is inserted into the ship and the
work is done by means of it: This is a
new device and a revenue-producing
facility because we hire it to coaling
agencies just as we hire out our bunker-
ing facilities to oil companies.

Expenditure on medical attention to
workers in the harbour premises which
comes under sub-head 381 was hitherto
distributed among several recurrent sub-
heads. It has now been proposed to
charge the expenditure to a single sub-
head. Under the old system these
things took a long time before they weze
accounted for.

Mr. Dahanayake: The Hon. Minister
will agree that there is need for an am-
bulance van in the Port. The present
provision is for rickshaws to take workers
to hospital if an accident befalls then.
Cannot he get an ambulance van?

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: We can
easily do that. I do not think that
rickshaws are used now.

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: I move,
" That the Vote be increased by
Rs. 83,850 in respect of sub-head 33."

Question put, and agreed to.

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: I move,
" That * the Vote be increased by
Rs. 29,000"in respect of sub-head 34.”

Question put, and agreed to.

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: I move,
"“ That the Vote be increased by
Rs. 67,200 in respect of sub-head 35.”’

Question put, and agreed to.

Sub-head 36.—Supply of free midday
meal to Government labour in the
harbour area, Rs. 420,000

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: I move,
*“ That the Vote be increased by
Rs. 15,000 in respect of sub-head 36.”

Dr. Perera: There is only one ques-
tion I want to ask on sub-head 35.
The way in which this midday meal is
supplied is not at all satistactory. I
know that no plates are provided, and
1 have seen people taking pieces of dirty
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paper to wrap their food. ¥hose condi-
tions should be improved. Will the
Hon. Minister look into this matter and
provide better amenities as well as
better food to these workers?

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: The
Vote has been increased because the
Food Supply Department has raised the
price of meals supplied. The midday
meal is cooked and supplied by the
Marketing Department at a cost of about
30 or 85 cents per meal, and the entire
cost is borne by Government.

Question put, and agreed to.

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: I move,
““That the Vote be increased by
Rs. 8,000 in respect of sub-head 37.”

Question put, and agreed te.

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala:' I move,
““ That the Vote be increased hy
Rs. 52,000 in respect of sub-head 58."

Question put, and agreed to.

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: I move,
““ That the Vote be increased by
Rs. 110,050 in respect of sub-head 39."

Question put, and agreed to.

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: 1 move,
““ That the Vote be increased by
Rs. 33,000 in respect of sub-head 40.”

Question put, and agreed to.

7.15 P.M.

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: I move,
““ That the Vote be increased by
Rs. 22.500 in respect of sub-head 42.”

Question put, and agreed to.
The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: I move,

““ That the Vote be increased by
Rs. 30,000 in respect of sub-head 47."

Question put, and agreed to.
The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: I move,
“ That the - Vote be increased by

Rs. 55,000 in respect of New sub-head
56, ‘ Housing C.P.C. employees." '

Question put, and agreed o,

13 AUGUST 1948
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The Chairman: Hon. Members can
now make their observationg or raise
questions on these sub-heads.

Sub-head 41.—Issue of rice, dc., to the
employees of the Colombo Pori
Commission at Mahara, Rs. 10.

Dr. Perera: May I ask why this is on
a token vote?

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: In view
of the difficulties experienced by the
labourers employed at Mahara in buying
their provisions after working hours be-
cause of the boutiques being closed by
then, the Department buys provisions
and sells to the labourers at cost price.
This is a trading activity on a very smali
scale. No losses are incurred. The
token vote authorises this service.
When conditions become normal, this
service will cease. This is another
amenity provided for the labourers.

Sub-head 42.—Coconut 0il Facilities
Scheme, Rs. §3,000.

Dr. Perera: Could the Hon. Minister
give us some idea of the profit the Gov-
ernment. are making on this Scheme?
This is a new scheme of pumping oil.

The Fon. Sir J. Kotelawala: It was
only started this year; although I
inaugurated it last year, the scheme
comes into operation only this year.
Hence I cannot give any information
just now, but I will be able to provide
the necessary information when the
Estimates for next year come up for
discussion.

Sub-head 46.—Scholarship for a student
at the London School of Economics
and Political Science, Rs. §,700.

Mr. Keuneman: Will the Hon.
Minister state what this scholarship is?

The Hon, Sir J. Kotelawala: This is
a scholarship award for the purpose
of studying in the London School of
Fceonomies and Political Science. The
Rs. 5,700 provided for is made up as
follows :

Es.
Separation allowance, Rs. 125 per
mensem 1,500
Examination fees, books, medical
expenses s 2,200
Visits to Continental ports and other
contingencies 2,000
. 5,700
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Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala. ]

The student is B. D. H. J. Silva.
The Chief Port Controller was selected
to avail himself of this scholarghip, and
he is now in London.

Mr. Keuneman: What is he studying?

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: He is
studying all the methods of a modern
port, in other words, how to ‘handle
goods and how the labourers should be
freated. -

Sub-head 47.—Motor transport,

Rs. 49,000.
. Dr. Perera: May I have some
mmformation about this item? |
The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: This

amount is required for the replacement
of vehicles which are beyond repair.
The vehicles are required for the trans-
port of material and men to the different
places where work is in progress.

Sub-head 48.—Lalke scheme, Rs. 49,000.

Dr. Perera: Will the Hon. Minister
give some information about the Lake
Scheme? :

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: This is a

Scheme to carry out the Tollowing
- necessary works:—
(1) Provision of a shallow lock. There are

major repairs to be done in this connexion.

(2) Provision of deepwater locks at
Callum Road.
Actually what takes place is this. There is a
considerable amount of leakage going on as a
result of the wear and ftear of the locks. Con-
sequently these locks have to be repaired with
new boards and new timber.

~ (3) Provision of rainfall or sluice valves.
15 a maintenance item.

(4) Provision of new lock for Mae Callum
TLiock. A new one had to be built.

(6) Provision of lake-verges. There are lake-
flies all round the lake. We have to overcome
the nuisance of lake-flies by having a cement
coping round the edge of the lake. The lake-
flies go to the water and lay their eggs on the
verge. When there is a cement coping, they
cannot come down to the water, and consequently
that nuisance has been put a stop to.

Mac

"This

Sub-head 50.—Loss on working Mahara
Quarries, Rs. 170,000.

Mr. Dahanayake: There is a loss on
the working of the Mahara quarries. I
believe these quarries' are worked by
the prisoners of Mahara jail, TIs theve
any reason why there should be a loss
on working these quarries?

\
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These locks have to be repaired. *

—Committee

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala:
This work is carried out by the regular
departmental labour as well as the
prison labour.

The amount provided is to write off
a deficit on working the Mahara quarries
during the financial years 1944-45 and
1945-46. 'The deficit was due:
the heavy working cost mainly caused
by a 33ird per cent. increase in tha
wages of daily-paid labour, as recom-
mended by Sessional Paper X of 1945,
and the payment of war bonus to labour
according to factory conditions; (2) to
the heavy increase in the cost of stores,
such as jumper steel and so forth; (8)
to the low output of hands.

The point that should not be overlook-
ed is that the quarry system is main-
tained as a task established for convicts
to perform {functions integral to the
policy of the Prisons Department.
Metal is broken by prisoners not on an
economic or regulated scale, but accord-
ing to the nature of the crime.
are, what are called, ¢ full-task work ”’
and °° half-task ”’ work. If you get a
prisoner who has committed a serious
crime, then the loss is less, for he will
have to do full-task work. But when
you get a prisoner who does half-task
work, that is, one who had committed a
normal ecrime, the loss is more.

Mr. Keuneman: .A U.N.P. crime?

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: Then
‘the loss is nil.

Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena: I know
a place where the Railway authorities
are dumping waste-iron and things like
that on a large scale.

The Chairman: In the Mahara quarry?

Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena: By the
quarry. I wish to know why that can-
not be disposed of.

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: Every

kind of waste material cannot be dis-

posed of. There is plenty of waste
material that is of no value.

Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena: But this
waste iron is of much value; thousands

of rupees worth of waste iron.

You' ¥

(1) to :

There -

?‘H‘ ;]'. M &

LA T A T T ey
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Dr. Perera: On the question of the
loss on the working of Mahara quarries
and the loss on Harbour Works Stores
this matter should come up as a separhte
resolution before the House. You wili
recollect, Mr. Chairman, that in the
present Constitution there is no provi-
sion in regard to the losses incurred
prior to the coming in of the Constitu-
tion., There is a little hiatus on that
point. I think this matter had been
discussed by the Public Accounts Com-
mittee as well. I do not know what the
correct procedure should be. I think a
special resolution should have been
brought up before the House, especially
‘because there is no provision to bring up
this matter in the normal Kstimates.
It is a matter that ghould be your con-
cern, Mr. Chairman, at the present
moment. I should like you to consider
the matter because, 1 think, this is not
the only item; there are other items
where losses have been incurred prior to

the coming in of the Constitution.

The Chairman: If it is an excess, I

know.

~ Dr. Perera: But this is a question of
losses.

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: These
are between Gc_)vernment aecounts.

Dr. Perera: That is true, but there is
a little difficulty in the Constitution
itself.

The Chairman:. I know if it is an
excess. 1 will look into that matter.

Sub-head 55.—Purchase of C.P.C.
locomotive, Rs. 30,000.

Dr. Perera: Could the Hon. Minister
explain this item? What is this C.P.C.
locomotive? :

The Hon., Sir J. Kotelawala: This is
a. locomotive. A locomotive is an
engine. This is to meet the balance sum
due to be paid for the locomotive pur-
chased by the C.P.C. railway. That 18
a Colombo Port Commission railway.
They have got a railway there. Weo

urchased the locomotive, and we wers
short of Rs. 30,000 because thg:fpm.ce had
gone up. It costs Rs. 135,000:

18 AUGUST 1948
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Question, ‘‘ That the sum  of
Rs. 12,202,778 for Head 145, Vote No. 1,
be inserted in the Schedule *’, put, and
agreed to. '

Head 145, Vote 1, as amended,
ordered to 'stand part of the Schedule.

—Committee

Head 146.—Ports other than Colombo

Vote No. 1.—Salaries and expenses of
the Department, dc., Rs. 179,732.

Mr. Dahanayake: 1 would request the
Hon. Minister to give a little thought to-
the Port of Galle. As the hon. Member
for Wellawatta-Galkissa (Dr. Colvin R.
de Silva) so correctly pointed out, if
there is a comprehensive scheme of co-
ordinating and unifying the transport
system in the Island, ports other~
than Colombo will also have to be con-
sidered. It is unfortunate that in the
past the treatment meted out to the
Port of Galle has been the treatment
that a person gets from a - step-
mother

Mr. Keuneman: The Cinderella!

Mr. Dahanayake: The attitude of the
Government towards the Port of Galle
has been the attitude of a step-mother
towards a step-child. The Hon. Min-
ister will admit that the Port of
Colombo is overcrowded, and that large
sums of money are being spent each
year in order to try and meet the
situation of congestion.  If hon. Mem-
bers will look at page 397 of the Hsti-
mates, they will find that lakhs upon
lakhs of rupees are being spent in
order to make the accommodation and
the available facilities in the Port of
Colombo nearer to the demands of the
day. Now, the correct thing for the
Hon. Minister to do is to try and ex-
plore the possibilities of using the Port
of Galle as a stand-by. It is very un-
fortunate that all the items of expendi-
ture allotted for the Port of Galle are
items relating to recurrent expenditure.
The Port of Galle, as the Hon. Minister
is aware, is a very much better port
than the Port of Colombo. In the olden
days vested interests, in the way of
shipping. firms and other interested
parfies, stood against the development
of the Port of Galle. Today there is no
reason why there should not be a diver-
sion of the development that Govern-
ment proposes. The main difficulty in


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

1531 Appropriation Bill
[ Mr. Dahanayake. |
regard to the Port of Galle is that
during certain times of the year, vessels
cannot enter the port because of the
presence of certain rocks, and because

the sea then is rather rough.

7.30 P.M,

What is necessary, therefore, is the
construction of a jetty and the removal
of the rocks I have referred to. 1 am
surprised that the Minister has dropped
the idea of getting modern equipment
for removing the rocks. How does he
remove rocks in other harbours? I find
a vote for Rs. 800,000 for the removal
of rocks in Colombo Harbour, but I find
that the provision for a rock breaker has
been deleted.

The position today is that the Port of
Galle cannot receive the big vessels
diverted from Colombo because there are
a number of rocks in the harbour, and
gecondly because there is no break-
water at Galle. I want the Minister not
to think of the cost of the scheme, but
to give some thought to the idea that
we should have a stand-by harbour, as
an alternative to Colombo Harbour.
The Minister will recall that when there
were difficulties in the Port of Colombo
he looked to Galle for help. The Min-
ister is also aware that at that time,
when there was trouble in Colombo Har-
bour, he diverted certain ships to Galle,
and by providing special facilities he
had the food ships unloaded at Galle.

If that could have been done under
emergency conditions, I do not see why
the Port of Galle cannot be permanently
improved so that it miight bring some
benefit to the people of South Ceylon.
The Minister has travelled extensively
not merely in the electorate I represent
but also in the electorates represented
by the hon. Members for Baddegama
and Weligama, both of whom are the
bosom ‘“ pals ”’ of the Minister. The
Minister ought to know therefore that
the prosperity of the people of the en-
tire district; and even the Province,
rests on the improvement of Galle Har-
bour. The Minister has long resisted
the claims of Galle Harbour. T shall
claim no credit for the improvement of
Galle Harbour, and now that the Min-
ister has had two of his men elected for
two Southern Province seats—Badde-
gama and Weligama—TI hope he will do

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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the work and give those two gentlemen
the credit for it. All that I want is
that the work should be done. Let
others take the credit for it.

Dr. Perera: On the question of Ports
other than Colombo, I listened to the
statement made by the Minister about
the difficulty of opening the Northern
ports to passenger traffic. 1 regret to
say that I am not convinced by what
he stated. Certain quarantine arrange-
ments will of necessity have to be made,
but when we take into account the
general improvement of the whole of the
Northern Province that is bound to re-
sult from the opening of some of the
ports in the Peninsula, the expenditure
involved would be gvell worth while. A

~ modified form of quarantine might cost

less. Was the sum mentioned by the
Minister (about Rs. 2,000,000) com-
puted on the basis of the total number
of people who are likely to come
across?

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: All will
come through those ports.

Dr. Perera: Then you should be able
to reduce the expenditure on Mandapam

Camp. I am mnot suggesting that
Mandapam Camp should be -closed
down, because some people would

continue to come through that camp.

I maintain that the expenditure in-
volved in the opening of the Northern
ports to passenger traffic would be worth
while, taking into account the develop-
ment of the country as a whole. I want
the Minister to consider the question
afresh.

Now that the Minister has permitted
the shipment of goods as between the
l\_Torthern ports and Indian ports, the
time may come when, owing to imports
of rice from India, it may be necessary
to set up a fumigation plant, as was
pointed out by the hon. Member for
Kankesanturai. In that event, you will
in any case be putting in hand some
scheme of port expansion for that parti-
cular area. I would therefore strongly
urge the Minister to reconsider the
matter and give thought to the feasibility
of opening some of thege Northern ports.

Mr, Chelyanayakam: On the question
of fumigatmn .of rice, one now sees the
spectacle of rice being brought all the
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way from Burma to Colombo, and then
being sent, by an expensive mode of
transport to Anuradhapura and beyond,
up to Jafina.

As regards the cost of maintaining a
quarantine camp af one of the Northern
ports, the estimate given, Rs. 1,500,000,
has I think been highly exaggerated. At
Thattaparai Camp, which is smaller
than the Madapam Camp, I notice from
the Estimates (page 278) that the ex-
penditure on Personal Emoluments ig
only Rs. 13,000 a year; other
expenditure totals Rs. 51,000—
altogether Rs. 64,000.

Somebody has given the Minister an
inflated estimate of the cost in order to
frighten him off the project.

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: A certain
amount of income ig derived from these
~quarantine camps. I gave only the
expenditure figures. These quarantine
camps are to a certain extent money-
earning concerns.

Be that as it may, there is one
important point which must be borne in
mind. The hon. Member for Ruwan-
wella must admit that we cannot afford
the luxury of a number of modern ports
for this Island. We have so many other
important items of work to be carried
out that would raise the standard of
living of our people. We cannot afford
to maintain first-class ports in Galle,
Kayts and Trincomalee in addition to
Colombo. Of course, I admit that it
would be very good if we could afford to
have all these ports, but do hon. Mem-
bers not realize that we have more
important development schemes for this
country which must take precedence
over the opening of new ports?

I shall consider all that hon. Members
have urged in this connexion, and put
up proposals later.
posals will have the sanction of the
higher authorities, I cannot say, nor can
I give any guarantee beyond saying that
I shall do my best.

Mr. Dahanayake: What about Galle
Harbour?

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawal# As for
Galle Harbour, the facts are not exactly
as the hon. Member stated them. Galle
has a natural harbour, and there is what
is known as a ‘‘swell ”’ there. Jske

13 AUGUST 1948
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everything else in Galle, the sea there
goes up and goes down rather alarming-
lyl The waves go up sometimes as high
as 20 feet. When that happens the
ships sometimes touch the bed of the
sea

Mr. Dahanayake: Then have a

breakwater.

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: You
cannot build a breakwater round a reef.
In any case, the construction of =&
suitable breakwater would cost millions.

In the old days ships coming to Cey-
lon made for Galle Harbour, which was.
then one of the best harbours in the
Island. In those days ships had a
draught of not more than ten or fifteen
feet; nowadays ships are much larger
and require much deeper anchorage.
We learn that in those days the ships
that called at Galle used to take away
peacocks and monkeys. That is what
the hon. Member for Galle himself told
this House. Now there are no ships
calling for that purpose. The peacocks
and the monkeys remain in Ceylon

Mr. Dahanayake: Now they are alf
U.N.P. monkeys!

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: I move,
““ That the Vote be increased by
Rs. 2,250 in respect of New sub-head
16, item ° Replacement, Kandala Rock

¥y 12

Buoy.” 1",
Question put, and agreed to.

Question, *‘ That the sum of
Rs. 181,982 for Head 146, Vote No. 1,
be inserted in the Schedule '’, put, and
agreed to.

Head 146, Vote No. 1, as amended,
ordered to stand part of the Schedule.

Head 147.—Public Works Department

Vote No. 1.—Salaries and Expenses of
the Department of Public Works,
Rs. 3,985,900.

Sub-head 1.—Personal Emoluments,
Rs. 3,061,450.

Mr. Keuneman: I want to make some
general remarks under this sub-head.

I want to urge on the Minister that
so long as he continues to do so much
of the work of the Department through
contractors, at least there should be
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gome provision in the contracts to.en-
sure that fair wages are paid to the
workers by the contractors, and that the
normal labour regulations Wth-l'l one
should expect to be observed, are in fact

observed. :
I do not know whether the Minister
has studied some of the recent develop-

ments in this regard in England. There
they have now introduced a ' fair
wage '’ clause into all* contrdcts which

the British Government gives to any
private contractor. We would like to
see such a clause introduced here. I

have looked into some of the contracts

here, and there is no such provision
made.

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: Fvery
contract that is signed today has as its
first clause the requirement that no
labour other than Ceylonese labour
should be taken on without sanction
from the Minister ‘

Mr. Keuneman: Wages?

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: Wages
are to be paid in accordance with the
standards obtaining for that particular
trade. - ' :

Mpr., Keuneman: That clause 18 never
adhered to.

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: That
should have been brought up by an
officer of the Labour Department or on
a complaint by a workman. Laws and
regulations all over the world are broken
every day. The hon. Members them-
selves know how they break rules. We
all break rules!

Mpr., Keuneman: The Minister of
Transport and Works set up a miniature
Labour Department in his Ministry.
He has the staff to go into these ques-
tions regarding labour welfare. They
could see to it that these contractors
observe the regulations.

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: We did
that in respect of Government labour,
That organization is functioning today
in the Harbour. As for contract labour,
the contractor has to deal with the
Labour Department.
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Take the case of a building that is put
up by a contractor at somie out of the
way place. The Engineer and the other
supervising officers (overseers, &e.) are
there to look after Government property
and safeguard Government interests. If
the hon. Member thinks that it should
be the duty of the Government officials

there to see to it that labour regulations -

are observed, I shall think of a scheme
under which it would be possible for the
Government to ensure that correet wages
are paid. If wages are not paid cor-
rectly, the Department can withhold
payment.

As a matter of fact, these contractors
generally pay good wages to their
labourers. They pay more in order to
get more work. Contractors pay masons
more than the Government rates.

Mr. Keuneman: Under-payments
occur for overtime work. Labourers are
required to work for more than the 8
hours laid down by Government, bub
they do not get overtime. Provisions
relating to overtime payments are
violated, although the basic minimum
wage officially laid down may be paid.

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: I shall
look into that.

Mr. A. Reginald Perera: As has
often been pointed out, this is a very
important Department, important not
merely on its own account, as the organi-
zation for carrying out the schemes of
the Ministry of Works, but because it
does the building work ‘of the other
Ministries as well.

The Minister of Transport and Works
told us that out of 290 items of work
entrusted to the P. W. D., 81 were
completed and 187 * started. These
figures, taken at their face value, look
very attractive and point to a standard
of efficiency.

I would like to know what stage the
187 items of work, on which work has
actually started, have reached. It ecan
be said that a work has started when
the blue prints have beén prepared, or
when the foundation stone has been laid!

On a close examination of the facts ib
can be said that this Department is not
as efficient as the Minister would make
out. Of course the Minister has his
excuse ready made—the difficulty of ob-
taining material and machinery.” In re-

gard o that difficulty, I am prepared to

™Y
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meet the Minister half way. But I
would draw Hig attention to delays ocea-
sioned even in the case of very small
jobs, like the building of a minor bridge
in connexion with which there seems
to be absolute chaos in the Department.
Take the Anguruwela bridge. Work on
this bridge has been going on for years
together, and yet the work has not been
completed, because of inefficient handling
of the project

1

-The Chairman: Bridges come under
another Vote.

Mr. A. Reginald Perera: 1 am deal-
ing with the general inefficiency of the
Department,. due to factors within the
control of the Director and his assistants.

On this purticular bridge they had a
concrete mixer and a crane working for
one week. Suddenly they were dis-
mantled and shifted to a place four miles
away, and again to another place
eighteen miles away. This business of
dismantling concrete mixers and cranes
and removing them to some other place
before the work on which they were
originally employed is completed, in-
volves considerable waste of time. If
there was concentration of effort on one
item of work, on one bridge, at a time,
till that item of work was completed,
there would be a tremendous saving to
Government, a tremendous saving by
finishing up a job without allowing all
these schemes to hang fire year after
year.

7.45 p.m.

I would also like to raise the question
of transfers in the same Department. I
know that P. W. D. Engineers are trans-
ferred from one place to another place
as far distant as 100 miles, and that
within three months they are again
transferred.

The Chairman: We are again going

. over the same ground.

Mr. A. Reginald Perera: Apart from
this Department in the P. W. D.—

The Chairman: Hon. Members have
already attacked the policy of the Minis-
ter. The hon. Member is again speak-
ing on the policy of the Minister.

Mr. A. Reginald Perera: That is a
share of the blame which the Director
must take upon himself.
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The Chairman: The Hon, Member
cannot say that. He has already
attacked the policy of the Minister.

Myr. A. Reginald Perera: That is due

to the lack of organization within the

Department which he has in hand.

Mr. Keuneman: I would like to know
from the Hon. Minister what plans are
being made for the expansion of this
Department. When the hon. Member
for Galle called this Department a
““ bottle-neck '’, he was absolutely cor-
rect. I think it is well known that when
other Ministries put up plans, their plans
have very often to be scaled down be-
cause the P. W. D. cannot tackle that
particular amount of work. That is due
to the fact that there is no development
of the Department. I would like to
know from the Hon. Minister what prac-
tical steps are being taken to expand
this Department. It is all very
well for the Hon. Minister to come here
and praise the Department and give us
some rather suspicious figures

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: Why

suspicious?
The Hon. Mr. A. E. Goonesinha
(Minister without Portfolio): With-
draw that!

Mr. Keuneman: I will establish what
I have said. The Hon. Minister says
that they have done Rs. 13,000,000
worth of work. Today, that is nothing,
because in actual fact Rs. 13,000,000
worth of work would be about
Rs. 4,000,000 or Rs. 5,000,000 worth of
work according to pre-war costs. How-
ever, when he goes on to argue about
the Railways, and when we point out
losses he talks about the rise in the cost
of materials, et cetera. The Minister
cannot have it both ways.

The Chairman: The hon. Member is
again going back

Mr. Keuneman: I do not want to
labour the point, but the Hon. Minister
challenged my statement. The point I
want to make is this, that the Hon.
Minister should, instead of in a self-
satisfied way trying to make out that
this Department is forging ahead, show
us that there are plans made for the
expansion of the Department.
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Mr. Dahanayake: The Hon. Minister
will admit that there are about 80 quali-
fied engineers in the P.W.D. My figure
is, perhaps a low one, but let the House
note that there are at least 80 qualified
engineers in the P. W. D. Now, the
Hon. Minister has admitted tacitly that
he has been able to take up only
Rs. 2,000,000 worth of work in the
Medical Department for the coming year
©out of an allotted sum of Rs. 20,000,000.
I say that if the Hon. Minister and his
advisers will only give a little thought
to the question of planning, he can, with
the number of engineers he has today,
carry out this full programme of work.
I say that 80 engineers for a small
country like Ceylon are too many. I
have seen the work that an outstation
Superintending Engineer or a District
- Engineer does. What is the work he
does? The greater part of his time is
spent in routine work in the office. I
know that the engineers of the P. W. D,
the majority of them, are really clever
men, and if they will only set their hearts
to the task—

The Hon. Sir J.

Kotelawala: That is
the trouble! -

Mr. Dahanayake: If they
set their hearts to the task before them,
then I say only one man would be
gufficient for the whole of the Western
Division.

May I put a very practical question
to the Hon Minister? What does he
expect of an enginecer? Does he want
an engineer to be messing about with
departmental routine matters in the
office? Does he want an engineer to
keep on holding inquiries about discip-
linary matters in the department?
Does he want an engineer to be making
caleulations on the check rolls that are
maintained? If the Hon. Minister
goes into the question of the work which
engineers do, he will find that they do
one-tenth engineering and nine-tenths
fooling; without any discredit to them,
fooling, because the policy of the Min-
istry is nothing but fooling. They can
do more work. They are prepared to
do more work. T.et the Hon. Minister
get his engineers together, and consult
them ag to whether all this work, for
which money is provided for the coming
12 months, cannot be ecarried out. T
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can say, from what I know of these en-
gineers, that they will be able to give
the Hon. Minister a plan to enable him
to carry out the full complement of work
in the coming 12 months. If the Hon.
Minister will do that, I wish him and
his engineers all success.

Mr. Subasinghe: I find that the Hon.
Minister is trying to modernize his
office. =~ He hag introduced new
machinery, like adding machines, and
so on, into his office. In most of his
departments I find that he has employ-
ed a number of Punch Operators, but
the scales of pay given to them in the
various departments seem to differ.
For instance, in the KElectrical Depart-
ment, the scale of salary for Punch
Operators is Rs. 840 to Rs. 1,920 per
annum and in the Railway Department
it is Rs. 840 to Rs. 1,560 per annum.
In the Public Works Department, how-
ever, they start on Rs. 660 per annum
and rise, by annual increments of
Rs. 42, to Rs. 1,660 per annum. The
annual increment of this class of opera-
tor in the other departments is Rs. 72.

I understand that most of the opera-
tors in the Railway and in the Elee-
trical Departments are girls, whereas in
the P.W.D. they are all males. I
should therefore like to know why there
is this difference in pay.

Dr. Perera: I can understand that.

Mr. Subasinghe: Will the Hon.
Minister raise the salary scale of those
Punch Operators in the P.W.D. to that
obtaining in the other two departments?

I am told that these boys and girls—
especially boys—who have passed their
J.5.C. examination, are not allowed to
sit for the Clerical Examinations. Will
the Hon. Minister go into the matter?

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: T will
look into it. :

Dr. Perera: I wish to raise a general
question. The Hon. Minister is perhaps

“aware that in the science of road-

making, particularly since the war,
America has forged ahead, especially in
the metalling of roads. There is a con-
siderable amount of new knowledge on
this subject. I do not think there is at
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present one engineer in the depart-
ments under the Hon. Minister who is
competent enough to tackle the question
of road-making along the latest scienti-
fic lines. I would urge the Hon.
Minister to consider the question of
sending at least one young engineer for
the purpose of specializing in this sub-
ject of road-making. It is becoming a
very
cularly in view of advanced knowledge
on the subject—and it is worth while
sending an officer for the purpose of
studying the question of road-making.
That is by way of a general question.

I would like to ask the Hon. Minister
some detailed questions. Recently a
number of engineers have, I think, been
found wanting. At least one case—a
celebrated case—went up to the Privy
Council, and a number of other engi-
neers have also had charges framed
against them, and inquiries are pending.
Apart from that I think the Hon. Min-
ister should make a determined effort
to stamp out some of the corruption
that is proverbial in this Department,
particularly from the point of view of
overseers. I saw in the papers the
other day that the Hon. Minister has
started a new scheme of getting Super-
vising Fngineers to have monthly or bi-
monthly discussions for the purpose of
eliminating some of the corruption, par-
ticularly among overseers. I do not
know how successful he will be with
this scheme because, apart from the
fact that these engineers would not be
in a position to go and individually
check up the work of the overseers, the
overseers are quite adept in getting
round most of the engineers, by pro-
ducing absolutely false quantities of
work, and so on. I would like the Hon.
Minister to devise a method by which
he could check more effectively the work
done by these overseers.

I am glad the Hon. Minister of Health
and Local Government is here. I
would like to ask him a question with
regard to the Waterworks Scheme. I
see that there is provsion for an Assist-
ant Director of Waterworks on a
sterling salary of £2,000. Has that
" officer been recruited, and if so, who
is the officer in question? We would
like to have some details about that
officer, whether he is on'agreement, and

SO0 on.
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I see a number of temporary hands
still in this Department—Temporary
Inspectors and Sub-Inspectors, 6 to 7
Temporary Draftsmen and some Tem-

porary Junior Factory Engineers. Why
are they temporary?
-
The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: 1 am

very glad the hon. Member is now talk-
ing of American roads. I am glad that
he is going to a capitalist country.

Dr, Perera: We have never refused to
take the best out of everything.

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: The hon.
Member said that Russia was the best.
Well and good. This vote enables me
to send people outside. So I shall take
advantage of it. My  Personal
Emoluments vote enables me to send
people out. :

The first question asked was why
people were not sent abroad. For this
purpose we might send somebody to
America.

With regard to the question of the
hon. Member for Bingiriya, I quite agree
that lady operators are really better than
men.

Mr. Subasinghe: What T asked was
why there is this inequality in salary.

The Hon, Sir J. Kotelawala: T shali
look into the matter and see what we
can do.

The position with regard to the Water-
works Engineer is this. We are frying
to expand this depertment in every pos-.
sible way. We have subdivided the
Waterworks Department and put it in
the charge of the Deputy Director of
Public Works. Unfortunately, we have
selected a man called Sands or Sande-
man oves whom some trouble has
arisen. He is employed in Secotland
under His Majesty's Government. We
wanted him to be seconded for service
here. He is 54 or 55 years old. His
Government said he could not be
seconded and wanted us to take him on
permanently. That would mean ‘that
we will have to pay him £300 as pen-
sion for life. The Treasury is going into
the matter. We are asking that he be
seconded, but they want him to be
taken on permanently, otherwise we
would have got him almost immediately.
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[Hon. Sir. J. Kotelawala. ]

Ag regards architects, about fifteen or
. twenty are being trained, and engineers
of all varieties are also being trained.
The main point is this. Please do not
forget that these engineers are callad
upon to spend two or three lakhs, cnd
Supetintending Engineers must be there
to supervise, because there must be
some check.

Sub-head . 7.—Incidental
ncluding " welfare
Bs. 12.500.

exrpenses
expenditure,

Dr. Perera: I move that the Vote be
reduced by Rs. 100 in respect of this

sub-head. We would like to have some

information about welfare

this
expenditure. -
~ The Chairman: The Hon. Minister
explained that under his vote.

Dr. Perera: That is, he is co-ordina-
ting that work. But here there ig pro-
vision made under this Department.
We must know what he is doing.
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The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: The
sum of Rs. 12,500 provided here includes
the cost of typewriters, conservancy
charges, and various other things, und

for welfare expenditure the amount set

apart is Rs. 2,600. That is to give thess
societies formed in the Public Works
Department financial assistance in

. respect of sports meets, and so on, and

to provide -other amenities.

Dr. Perera: (an we have

iformation on Sub-head 9?

some

It being 8 p.m., the Chairman left the
Chair to report Progress.

Committee report Progress; to sit
again on Tuesday next.

ADJOURNMENT

Resolved: ‘‘ That this House do now
adjourn.” [Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike.l

Adjourned
8.01 p.m. until 10 A.M. on
Tuesday, August 17, 1948,
pursuant to the Resolution of
the House this Day.
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