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The natural rock known as “Pahangalle” prior to the start of work in 2002
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In the year 2004, there is siill only rock. We await the appearance of the

Compassionate Buddha.
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The rock slowly ransforms into the Compassionate Lord Buddha
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Hon. Karu Jayasuriya, Speaket of the Parliament of Sri Lanka enjoys a light
moment with Mr. D. Eassuwaren and some of the Indian sculptors.
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Lord Buddha’s face emerges with the expert work of the South Indian sculptors
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The Bamiyan statues before and after their destruction.
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The former President of Sri Lanka, Hon. Mahinda Rajapaksa sculpts part of the
statue during a visit to Rambadagalla.

20 Tt sulecd oo o8B (UiEs ¢ideul Huses $8nc a®B
GHILBTESD wieul LgAet o siten @buLss alFustey alstenTuls b
SeieTsoTen Goensudene Guruim GETeNE @Riuam BT SporGioersd.

The secret to Amaramouli Thero's success is his absolute dedication to the
people of Rambadagalla.
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His excellency Maithripala Sirisena, the president of Sri Lanka unveils the
statuc on the 30-03-2015

Fowst R88 Bmodimed ¢
208 Grinfe cood Som cah ol afeti.
Gleustafulenmse Goduinn L allsrenyullsi GHrHnpent. L
BsLwsmy Gwng memAudILBiEhal U Wwhendun ausTuS
GUDIEGIETISDN.

Padmashri Muthiah Sthapathi is presented with a silver Vihara in appreciation
of his services by President Maithripala Sirisena.
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An artistic devotion by Mrs. Lalli Sudhaharan
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Deshabandu D. Eassuwaren receives a silver Vihara for his services to
Buddhism,
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The Compassionate Buddha of the Rock

History and Significance of
Rambadagalla, Kurunegala Samadhi Buddha Statue
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From the Author

With no financial resources, with no influence or
people power, with just the strength of his spiritual resolve,
the Venerable Amaramouli Thero embarked on this project.
This is a fete that needs to be congratulated and celebrated.

I adore and respect with humility, the divine strength
in him and the heart of love, that melted the rock to make
this incredible project a great success.

When a journalist asked Venerable Thero Amaramouli,
"Who gave you the support to undertake and complete such
a large project?” the Thero simply showed his saffron robe.

Onthe day of the inauguration, there were many among
the thousands in that congregation with tears streaming
down their eyes. We can all praise and celebrate the success,
but we must also understand the tears and sweat that were
spent behind the scenes.

[ have no words to say except to offer my salutations
and pray for blessings to the Venerable Amaramouli Thero.

D. Eassuwaren
November 2017
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Foreword

Deivanayagam Pillai Eassuwaren will always be known
as one who loved Lord Buddha and lit up his own life by
following Buddhist thoughts and principles

We met on the 2nd of February 2002 at the Nuwara
Eliya road Ramboda Hanuman Temple.

It was a time when our temple was quite ready to
sculpt a Buddha Statue on a rock that was situated on the
western side of the Monaragala Vihara at Rambadagalla
near Kurunegala. At that time there were no initiatives or
projects in progress anywhere in Sri Lanka to create granite
sculptures. The Sri Lankan sculptors with whom this idea
was discussed, didn't even have the courage to give a cost
estimate. It is important to stress the importance of finding
the right sculptor to make a statue.

We had heard about the 18 feet tall statue of Lord
Hanuman at the Ramboda temple.

We were climbing up the steps towards the main door
of the temple. It was 9.30 am and the doors had just opened.
Holding the Pooja items in a tray with both hands, we saw
a man clad in a white shirt and white trousers, walking
towards the door from the left hand side. We exchanged just
a glance but did not really have the moment to exchange a
smile.
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146 Deshabandu D). Eassuwaren

Around 12.30 pm on the same day, we met this man
at the temple office and were introduced. 1 believe this
meeting was due to divine destiny. It became the seed for a
rare lifelong friendship.

He became one of the finest and best friends of my life.
He was a father and a brother at times. He was a teacher
when advising me and a soul touching friend at all times. He
was a rare and fine gentleman who could see value in every
human being.

On the Sunday, of our first meeting, just when we were
about to get into the car, it started drizzling. Once we got
in, the rain started pouring down. We had to wait in the car
until the downpour subsided. Later, Mr. Eassuwaren used to
recollect this moment and say, "The sudden downpour was a
-~ sign of divine blessing for the project to find a way."

Over the last 13 years, our journey was like a ship that
was incessantly stuck in the sea amidst a storm, trying to sail
towards the destination against the winds of difficulties and
challenges. During these trying times, the support, guidance
and leadership given to me by Mr. Eassuwaren cannot be
described by words alone. In pursuit of the statue work, I
had to visit India a few times. Every single time, one of his
cars would receive me at the airport, and take me to all the
places I needed to go. All my living and food needs were
entirely taken care of by him.

I always recollect my meeting with the Minister for
Buddha Sasana of that time. My purpose was to obtain some
support from him towards the initial stages of our project.
I often reflect deeply with awe, on the contrasting humane
behavior and response, that I received from someone like
Mr. Eassuwaren.

In order to seek some support and help from the
government, I had obtained an appointment with the relevant

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/
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minister. My allocated time was 7 pm and [ reached the
ministry at the precise time, having traveled by bus from
Rambadagalla. As soon as I entered his office, the minister
who was surrounded by a few people walked towards me.
I was standing at the entrance to his room. There was no
place to sit nor was I invited to take a seat. [ stood by the
minister and showed him the document I had prepared about
the ongoing statue project.

I started eagerly, "In place of the destroyed Bamiyan
Buddha statues, we are sculpting a 67 feet granite Samadhi
Buddha statue in our Vihara." I wanted to continue, but the
minister started looking through the document.

After about 5 minutes, he spoke in a stern voice,
"Every Bhikku wants to build Buddha statues of all sizes
all around the country. Where is the money for all this in the
government?"

It was 7.30 pm, the last bus to Rambadagalla from
Kurunegala was at 10.30 pm. I will have to catch areasonable
bus from Pettah to reach Kurunegala on time.

"Are you not the Minister for the Buddha Sasana?"

This question came to my mouth, but I swallowed it
with difficulty.

I resolved in my mind, at that moment, that "I will do
it and the Buddha will be there for devotion and prayer by
the world."

I took back the document from the minister and walked
away without a word. I did not miss the Rambadagalla bus at
10.30 pm that night.

Making a big noise and show does not make a great
human being. One can see the difference between a narrow
and broad mind very easily. Some Buddhists in this country
are well versed with the knowledge of the Dhamma. Yet the
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fact is that Mr. Deivanayagam Eassuwaren, who was not
born a Buddhist, had much devotion and commitment to
practice the precepts of the Dhamma. This was indeed truly
commendable.

The short sighted and harsh words of the minister
did give spiritual strength and a resolve to get this project
completed. I am indebted to him for that.

Even a minor employee will not hear a stern or harsh
~ word from Mr. Eassuwaren. He listened to everyone and
worked hard to understand the point of view of the other
person. He was blessed with this quality in abundance.

"Whenever Swaminvahansa visits Colombo, please
have 'Dhanaya’ (food) at my home" was his permanent
‘request. I fondly remember many such occasions of Mr
Eassuwaren's hospitality. From 2013, when | was diagnosed
with diabetes, he would be a doctor to me by testing my
blood sugar with his glucose machine. Whenever my sugar
levels were found to be too high he would advise, "Oh Ven.
Thero, why do we need to get into such a situation; if Thero
falls sick who will do all this work at the Vihara?" He would
push me to go for treatment.

After the inauguration of the statue, he became an even
more wonderful friend to me.

During his sickness and pain, he would say to me, "It
is too painful Swamy." At those moments, I would recite
and explain to him the 'Vedananupassana - The Science
of Feelings" a magical Buddhist verse that would relieve
him. I also gave him a book in English on 'Satipattana’. An
ardent reader, Mr. Eassuwaren read through the famous
Buddhist verse that is recited to arouse mindfulness towards
detachment and liberation. After this, he never complained
about pain.
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'l am not afraid of death. I have done all that I needed
to do in my life. T have succeeded in business. My children
along with my brothers are now continuing the business
activities much better than I could have done. I am blessed
and happy to see this."

Death is very much a part of living. How many times
do we die when we are still alive? Mr Eassuwaren had a
good understanding about death and was at peace with it
through his knowledge and reading. He was able to identify
and understand the different pain points in his mind and body
and was never a slave to such pain. He was able to explain
and overcome such pain through realization.

He always believed that the sickness he was undergoing
for several months would cease at some point. Even during
the last days of his life, he would call and discuss the
completion of this book. He had already been working on 1t
for a few months.

The lack of awareness about this great Buddha statue
that had been sculpted after 850 years in Sri Lanka, was
always a concern for him. He would consider this very
unfortunate. I would always tell him, "Sri Lanka is like this".
The lost rituals of 'Upasampada' was brought back from
Thailand to Sri Lanka by Ven. Welivitta Asarana Sarana
Sarankara Sangaraja, but was never recognized by some
parts of our society.

When Anagarika Dharmapala made the cry of "Let the
Sinhalese rise," during the independence struggle, it became
the foundation for victory. However, when he made the
appeal "Let us save Buddha Gaya," the media of that time
considered him insane. The value of Anagarika Dharmapala
is only now truly recognized by our society. We are erecting
statues for him in many cities and towns. Similarly the
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granite stone Samadhi Buddha of 67 feet in Rambadagalla
was also not fully given the due recognition.

Once, after the commencement of the sculpture work,
I met Mr. Eassuwaren at his office. On this day, he enquired
about my meditation practices. I replied, "Yes, I meditate
regularly."

"Venerable Thero, I underwent a course of Sattipatana
or Vipasana meditation in a place near Mumbai called
Dammagiri. It was at a meditation centre established by
Goenkaji. [ am told that this 10 day course of meditation is
now available in Sri Lanka in Dammakutta, near the Kandy
Mahakanda. I request the Venerable Thero to also experience
this. If it is acceptable to you, I can fill up the form and send
it on Swaminvahansa's behalf." Without any hesitation, I
agreed to go on this course of meditation. Within two weeks,
I was given a date to come to Dammikutta and I attended the
10 day Vipasana meditation programme and completed it.

I am amazed and thankful that Mr. Eassuwaren's
foresight enabled me to attend this meditation course. He
knew how important the meditative spiritual strength was
going to be in the days to come as | undertook the project.

Egodomulle Amaramouli thero

Monaragala Viharaya
Rambadagalle — Rideegama
Kurunegala

037225218, 0779097708
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Chapter 1

The Monk who came in search of
Hanuman

I remember as if it was yesterday, it was a bright sunny
Sunday morning. I had just reached Ramboda, a small village
in Central Sri Lanka. It is almost an island in a never ending
green sea of tea plantations. The village is located almost
precisely midway on the long and winding road between the
historic hill city of Kandy and Nuwara Eliya - the highest
elevation in Sri Lanka. This was now my habitual Sunday
journey from Colombo. We sped past the many overflowing
waterfalls that cascade through the area. In those days, this
was a trip | had come to relish with joy.

As members of the Chinmaya mission, we had helped
construct this amazing temple devoted to Hanuman, the
Hindu god for courage, devotion and perseverance. As
president of the mission in Sri Lanka, I was now working
with others to get the temple running smoothly for the
thousands of devotees who had already started to flock every
year. As I was entering the temple, my eye caught a flicker
of the bright orange robe worn by Buddhist clergy. At the
entrance, standing near the massive doorway, I saw a Monk.

His eyes were fixated on the majestic 18 feet high
beautiful and elegant statue of the Shri Bhaktha Hanuman
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of Ramboda. In this form, Hanuman, the monkey God, was
depicted as a devotee. Praying to his beloved Rama, he is
shown as someone who inspires us all to seek spirituality.
Since the consecration of the temple in Ramboda, Lord
Hanuman has been attracting and radiating his grace on
people from all walks of life, from different religions and
different nationalities. It is not an unusual sight to see people
from other religions standing on the temple steps to soak in
the beauty of the place and its abundant spirituality, I thou ght
to myself, here was another soul touched by 'Hanuman's
grace.

I walked into the temple as usual and engaged in my
prayers and meditation. I recited the Hanuman Chalisa, a
devotional poem of forty verses in Hindi. Composed by the
poet saint Tulsidas in the 16th century, it praises the nobility,
knowledge, power and virtues of Hanuman and invites him
to bring those qualities into us by residing in our hearts.

Hanuman is the perfect manifestation of what our
minds could become if only we embraced our true spiritual
selves. Focusing one's mind and bringing it to mindfulness is
a Herculean task. The human mind has often been compared
to amonkey. The Tamil saint, Vallalar lamented, "My monkey
mind, you are truly ghastly and foolish. T am not going to let
your anarchy rule me. Unlike others, I will not be deluded
by your fickleness." Other saints have compared the mind's
volatility to that of a flying kite flitting through the wind
and dancing without stability. This for me is the true essence
of all religions. How do we understand ourselves and bring
nobility and peace to our monkey minds?

The temple priest brought out the 'prasadam’, the
offering, after the pooja. I received it with gratitude and
walked around the temple. With the grace of Hanuman all
around me, it was easy to be in a state of total surrender.
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Later, as I sat in my makeshift office room on the
temple premises, I was informed that the Buddhist Monk
was waiting outside to meet me. I went out and brought
him inside the office room. We had not met before, but even
before any customary introduction, the Monk started asking
me several questions with eagerness.

"Who sculpted this Hanuman statue?"

"What was the cost?"

"How long did it take?"

"How did you bring the statue up this hﬂl""
"Where is this sculptor?”

"Can you please give me his name and address?"

I was taken aback by this torrent of questions. I was
unsure about what to make of them. Why was he asking me
all of this? What interest could he possibly have in a Hindu
god?

Perplexed, 1 asked, "Swaminvahansa (Venarable
Monk), why all these questions?" It was only then he started
speaking about himself and his great project.

The road from Ramboda to Rambadagalla

"In central Sri Lanka, on the road to the city of
Kurunegala, there is a famous town called Ridigama. This is
an area of many historic places of worship with temples said
to be as old as 2200 years. My name is Amaramouli, [ am
from a small village called Rambadagalla near this city, [ am
the chief Monk of a Buddhist temple in the village.”

"Adjoining our small temple is a large rock. I want
to find someone to sculpt an image of Lord Buddha in
meditation. I have been searching for the right sculptor to
make this statue for some time. I heard about your Lord
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Hanuman. I heard that you have the tallest granite Hanuman
statue in Ramboda. I have come to see him for myself and
be inspired.”

"This Lord Hanuman has the most graceful and
magnetic face. [ am convinced that the sculptor of this statue
should be the one to make our Buddha statue. Hence, [ am
here to meet you."

It would, of course, be easy for me to assist this noble
Monk in his request. "Of course, 1 will give you all the
contact details of the sculptor. You can contact him directly
and discuss." As I said this, I saw the smile on Swamy's face
vanish. I grabbed a piece of paper, looked up the sculptor's
name and Indian contact details and wrote everything. [ was
satisfied that I had been able to assist this Monk in my small
way. The Monk fell silent for a few minutes. I broke the
silence, "The sculptor lives in Chennai. It is best if you could
call him on the phone and get an appointment. If you go to
Chennai and meet him face to face, you will be able to get
all the required details. Swaminvahansa's face showed some
concern.

Out of courtesy and to continue the conversation, I
asked, "How big a statue are you planning to make out of
your rock?". His reply was almost casual, "We are thinking
of sculpting a statue of about 50 feet in height". Genuinely
shocked and startled, I got up from my chair. My voice was
grave, "Swamy, I personally know the difficulties, challenges
and pain we had to go through to make this 18 feet Lord
Hanuman. You want to make a 50 feet tall statue. It will cost
a lot of money. It can take at the very least, a few years to
complete."
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Take me to Chennai

Swaminvahanasa did not seem perturbed by my
surprise. His thoughts and words were now all about going
to Chennai. He completely ignored my comments on the
difficulties and challenges of taking on this project. "I have
never been to Chennai. I do not know the Tamil language.
Neither do [ know anyone there. You mentioned that T would
need a visa for travel. I have no experience in this. In short,
if I go to Chennai on my own without you, I will be a fish
out of water. Can you please take me when you go there
next? When is your next trip? I will look after my expenses."
Swaminvahansa said all this with an almost childlike
earnestness.

I was feeling a bit uncomfortable. My mind was
wondering about what I had got myselfinto. How can a Monk
unable to even make the trip to Chennai possibly raise the
money needed to finish a 50 feet statue? Swaminvahansa
repeated, "] have never been to Chennai. I have no knowledge
about visa or air tickets. Please don't feel I am being too
overbearing and take me with you to meet the sculptor." He
said all of this with an insistent tone in his voice. I realised
that this Monk was not going to leave me. His gaze of
graceful kindness, his carefully chosen words and the glow
of his demeanor were already working at pulling me into his
cause.

"Swamy, what you are asking me is not easy. So please
excuse me from this task”, I wanted to say these words, but
I could not. Overpowering my thoughts, my heart made me
say in Sinhala, "Hari Swamy, hondai Swamy (yes Swamy,
good Swamy)." | think I was bowled over by the innocent
yet powerful love and determination of this simple Monk.

I was already committed to making a business
trip to Chennai a few weeks later. I decided that 1 would
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take the Monk with me on that trip. I made all the travel
arrangements for the Swamy and we were on our way to
Chennai as planned. | contacted the sculptor who agreed to
meet us. Shri Muthiah Sthapathi is a world renowned creator
of Hindu statues and temples. He has designed and built over
40 temples just within the United States. He was also the
recipient of many national awards from the government of
India. He was known for his dedication to spirituality and
the beauty of his work.

We met the sculptor at his home at 10 pm on the
appointed day and explained our need. The Swamy described
the setting of the rock that was behind the temple and the
desire to carve a Buddha statue out of it. The Sthapathi
(Tamil word for sculptor of divine images) showed us a
collection of pictures of the Lord Buddha from his books.
Swaminvahansa showed us a picture that he felt would
be suitable as the initial model. The Sthapathi was very
thoughtful and said, "We will need to first test the stone to
see if it is suitable for carving a 50 feet statue."

[ asked the one question that was continuously running
in my mind. "Sthapathi sir, how much do you think this
project will cost?" He replied, "Without checking the stone
and determining the possible height, it will be difficult to
give a figure. Yet, if we say 50 feet, the cost can be roughly
Sri Lankan Rupees 12 million." He swiftly added, "This is
just the wages for sculpting, there will of course be other
expenses.”" [ was taken aback by this figure. It was more than
I thought it would cost. Swamy's face looked shocked, but
he hid that with a smile. We exchanged a deeper meaningful
look. Then with a confidence that I admired, the Monk broke
the silence, "This cost is fine. Please come to Sri Lanka. We
will look after all this."
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We fixed a suitable date for Sthapathi to visit
Rambadagalla and inspect the rock. Swamy agreed to send
the air ticket for Sthapathi's travel on returning to Colombo.
With the feeling of accomplishment and satisfaction, we
came out of the sculptor's house. It was well past 2 am in
the morning and we hadn't realized the time we had spent in
deep discussion.

Having = successfully completed the mission,
Swaminvahansa returned to Colombo the next day evening
with some satisfaction. I spent a few more days working
in Chennai. As I went through my days, my thoughts often
returned to the picture of the Lord Buddha that we had looked
at and [ kept remembering the admiration and astonishment
[ felt at the confidence of the Monk in taking on this huge
project.

A few days after my return, the Bhikku {monk) came
to Colombo to meet me. I had come to know more about
this unique Buddhist Monk in the few days we had spent in
Chennai together. I noticed his careful and graceful speech,
his methodical ways and his state of mindfulness.

However, I also understood his real financial situation
only when he came to meet me on this occasion. "Sir, we
have to send the air ticket for Sthapathi. I don't have any
money right now. If you could kindly make arrangements
for this ticket, I will pay you back when I get some money."
I was worried by this statement. If the Monk did not have
enough money to even bring the sculptor to Sri Lanka, how
is he going to get the funds required to complete this project?
I was already involved in several spiritual and charitable
institutions and I didn't really feel the ability to be involved
in one more. To raise this kind of money would be difficult
to say the least.
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Chapter 2
Lord Buddha reveals himself

In the year 2001, a return air ticket from Colombo
to Chennai was about 15000 Rupees. How is this Monk
planning to complete a 20 million Rupee project when
he doesn't even have the small sum to start with? I was
perplexed and concerned at the same time. "Where would
he even begin?"

This is of course a question that many of us “ask
ourselves when we think of ideas that seem too large to take
on. I have read extensively on this topic and it has been a
passion of mine to understand what makes humans take on
or give up on things we consider impossible. I was reminded
of a quote from the Thirukkural, (a 2000 year old Tamil book
of wisdom written in couplets),

“gTEu0T6M011LLI 6TENT6a0TLLITTRIS eI GTET600T LT
Femremiuwigrall QU6

'"What they seek, they will achieve as they seek,

If those who are made of firm resolve".

Venerable Amaramouli Thero stands as a living
example of this Thirukkural. As before, my thoughts were
trying to stop me from going further with the requests of
this godman and from making more commitments to this
seemingly impossible project. But I heard my words coming
out of me in acceptance of Swamy's request, "hari Swamy,
hondai Swamy".
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I made the travel arrangements for Sthapathi's visit to
Sri Lanka. On the day of his arrival, Swaminvahansa and [
went to the airport to receive him. The sculptor was obliging
our request despite his international work in designing and
creating temples. It was 9 pm when we reached Colombo
from the airport. We all had dinner together at my residence.
Swaminvahansa as usual had only a cup of tea. The Monk
left, promising that he would come with a vehicle at 6 am
next morning to take Sthapathi to Rambadagalla. He invited
me also to join them, but due to my work commitments, I
had to decline.

We had some very good news. After a detailed study
and measurement of the rock, the Sthapathi decided that
the statue can be sculpted to a height of 67.5 feet. Bhikku
Amaramouli was ecstatic. The Sthapathi with his expertise
had determined that they needed to blast the rock to a depth
of 5 feet to reach the point of sculpture.

While he was at the temple, the Sthapathi had requested a
table and chair to be placed in front of the rock. He sat there for
three hours by himself, deeply focused only on his sketch books
and pencils. At the end of the session, a beautiful Samadhi
Buddha emerged out of his drawing sheets full of lines and
shades. A foundation in spirit was laid on that day for the 67.5
feet tall rock statue.

The Samadhi Buddha is an image of the Buddha at the
time of his first enlightenment. 'Samadhi’ is a Sanskrit word
found in many Hindu, Jain, Buddhist and even Sikhism texts.
They all essentially mean one thing.

The root words of samadhi are sam-a-dha which mean
'to bring together'. It sometimes means concentration but it also
means more. It is a specific form of concentration. It is the state
at which the mind has a single point of focus. A focus so sharp
and singular that it cannot be distracted by anything.
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Ithas been said that "Samadhi is a state of consciousness
that lies beyond waking, dreaming, or decp sleep. It's a
slowing down of our mental activity through single-pointed
concentration."

With true samadhi, our focus is so strong that the self
vanishes. You become one with the subject of your focus.
Both the subject and the object meld and bond into one
another.

The Lord Buddha is said to have achieved this level of
samadhi during his first enlightenment. -

In this form, his manner of sitting is known as the
'Dhyana Mudra' or meditative pose. The Buddha sits cross-
legged with his upturned palms placed one over the other
on his lap. A pose of rest and ease. His eyes are slightly
open but unfocused as his mind is in the deepest waters of
meditation. It was thus that the compassionate Buddha of the
rock revealed himself,

The next day afternoon, the Sthapathi was to return
to Chennai. The Bhikku and Sthapathi visited me in the
morning at my residence to finalize the way forward. "How
many sculptors will be required to complete this project?
Where will they be staying? Who will arrange food for
them? How much would be their wages?" Together, we
searched for answers for all these questions. The Bhikku
took the responsibility for most of the tasks, though I was
still unclear about the source of his supreme confidence. The
Sthapathi left for Chennai that afternoon as planned.

Within a month, 8 sculptors were to come to
Rambadagalla village. Their accommodation was arranged
within the temple premises in large rooms along with a small
kitchen for cooking. The sculptors' monthly wages amounted
to two hundred thousand Rupees per month. I couldn't help
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worrying how the Bhikku was going to arrange for these
funds. The cost of air tickets for eight sculptors added up
to about one hundred and twenty thousand Rupees. The
Bhikku assured me that he will collect a reasonable sum of
money from a few important individuals known to him.

As planned, the sculptors reached Rambadagalla and
commenced the work as per Sthapathi's instructions. The
work progressed smoothly for the first 8 months. We could
see the form of the Buddha appear on the rock. However,
there were delays in paying the wages from the ninth month.
We started to see a few delays in payments, but they were
managed. After a year and a half of good momentum, the
Sthapathi came to Sri Lanka to inspect the progress of the
work. He was very pleased with what he saw.

Around the end of second year, the project faced major
challenges on the financial front. Many donors had stepped
forward with small funds, but it was becoming increasingly
difficult to just show the rock and raise funds. We had further
delays in the payment of wages. The Bhikku somehow
managed a further six months of work. I saw the difficulties
he had in convincing people of the vision that he saw for the
statue and the temple.

One day, Swaminvahansa came to my office. He held
my hands while his eyes were tearing. "I haven't paid the
wages of sculptors for three months. I am asking you to
kindly help me as I have nowhere else to go. "I was in the
same peculiar state of mind. My intellect said "no" but my
mouth uttered the words "Hari Swamy, hondai Swamy". I
had to give him six hundred thousand Rupees as a loan and
already there was a hundred thousand I had paid in excess.
Having started in a small way, 1 could realize that Lord
Buddha wanted me to be involved more deeply. My heart
led me deeper into the Lord's hands.
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Chapter 3
Lord Buddha enters my life

I have many friends around the world. When you do
business with friends, people you genuinely like, work is
not work anymore. I have been blessed with such friends
from the time I started my business. One such friend from
Mumbai, Raghu Acharya and his manager Dinesh used to
visit Colombo regularly. They always came with a spare
day to engage in discussions other than business. We would
normally go out of Colombo to a resort and discuss various
interesting topics.

[ remember a particular trip in which we visited
'Hunasgiriya' - a beautiful hill resort near Kandy. We
stayed there for 3 days, most of which was spent on deep
discussions about ‘Vipasana' meditation. Raghu Acharya is
a deeply spiritual person.

"There are several meditation methods and techniques,
but none can equal Vipasana. It is this technique of meditation
which brought me great success in my life and business.
If you are able to experience the peace that Vipasana
meditation can bring you, you will easily surrender to Lord
Buddha," said Raghu Acharya. What is this technique of
meditation? What is in it? My curiosity was kindled. I have
always been an explorer of spirituality. The ancient sages
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say that there are a thousand ways to reach God. 1 was
involved with several spiritual organisations. My aim was
to learn and to also give the chance for others to learn. If
we better understood ourselves as spiritual beings, the world
would be a much better place. Raghu had convinced me to
join a Vipasana course. We made plans. [ will have fo take at
least 12 days off from work to go to Mumbai. Raghu was to
contact the Vipasana centre to arrange two places for Dinesh
and myself at their next intake.

Ten days away would be a challenge for my work
and my family, but [ was also daunted by the near monastic
experience that was described to me by Raghu. | wondered
what [ was getting myself into.

I happened to visit Chennai a few weeks prior to my
visit to the Vipasana centre. While I was there, I shared my
plans with my dear friend Sachi. He is one of my closest
friends. He also expressed a desire to join this programme
and requested me to make arrangements. Thereafter I begged
Raghu Acharya to arrange one more place in the Vipasana
meditation programme for Sachi.

On the planned date, Sachi and I flew to Mumbai for
the programme. Along with Dinesh, we travelled 150 Km
from Mumbai to Dammagiri by car. During the journey, we
were talking about Vipasana meditation.

Dammagiri or hill of the Dharma is a serene place set
in the middle of 50 acres of greenery and hills. As we drove
through the narrow roads to get to the centre, | admired the
beauty that surrounded it. The building is a stunning piece
of Buddhist architecture that inspired me. In the middle of
many circles of white was a tower of gold. We had reached
the centre.

The main area was divided into two large halls, one for
men and the other for ladies. In the halls, there was a small
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stage which was about 3 feet high. Three to four speakers
could be accommodated to sit and address the audience.

The hall had a capacity of one thousand to sit on the
floor and follow lectures. For those who are unable to sit
on the floor for long hours, there were facilities to sit on
steps which were about a foot high. The public address audio
system was of such a high quality that we could hear clearly
from any corner of the hall. Yes, this is the place where they
are teaching Vipasana meditation, as designed and taught
by the Lord Buddha Himself. Those who wish to learn this
meditation method had to stay for 10 full days at Dammagiri.

Vipasana can be translated as the way to see things as
they truly are. It is an ancient tradition of meditation that is
supposed to have been rediscovered and redefined by Lord
Buddha as he emerged from his enlightenment. To see things
as they truly are, one has to remove oneself from the ego
and illusions. It is a technique to train your mind, a set of
exercises that you undertake to become more aware of what
we experience as life.

The day at Dammagiri begins at 4 am with meditation
practice. From 5 am to 7 am, we have teachings on
meditation. After this we have an hour to wash and get ready
for the rest of the day. They provide a frugal breakfast which
we ourselves serve on our plates and eat on a table. From 9
am to 11:30 am, the morning lessons are conducted. From
11:30 am to 12 noon, lunch is served. Again at 3 pm, the
classes begin. Until 6 pm, they recite various chants in the
Pali langnage and explain their meaning. The tune and the
way they sing these verses were quite intriguing. From 7
pm to 8 pm in the evening, we are shown rare and engaging
video talks of Goenkaji, the founder of the Vipasana centres.
At 9 pm, all lights are switched off compulsorily. Again the
next day at 3:30 am, a volunteer will start ringing a bell in
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front of our rooms for us to get back to the hall at 4 am. This
schedule was repeated everyday meticulously.

There are some stringent conditions and rules that one
needs to comply with, to be part of this training. For those
10 days, the trainee should not speak to anyone. They should
not touch a phone or any other communication or electronic
device. One cannot even read a book or newspaper. Radio or
music devices are all banned during this time. While under
training, there is no choice but to focus on the teachings and
practice of Vipasana. The rest of the world is completely
eclipsed. We can walk from our accommodation to the dining
area and to a small park that is situated around the teaching
hall. There was a small shop near the dining hall where they
sold some basic essentials. Our dirty clothes were laundered
and given back to us if we so required.

If the student has any doubts about the lessons or the
practice of meditation, these can always be clarified with the
teachers. Any impediments that students may experience
during this journey of Vipasana meditation can be corrected
with the help of the teachers.

The food that is served was similar to the fare eaten
by Buddhist Monks. A small and simple breakfast at 7 am,
a serving of rice and some vegetables at 11:30 am followed
by some tea and a banana with some puffed rice as a snack
at 4:30 pm. With this evening tea, all food intake ceases
for the student. Such a minimalistic, yet nutritious food
routine naturally does not allow one to sleep long hours. The
whole campus was always engulfed in serenity and silence.
One cannot hear anything but the sounds of nature and the
cheerful chirping of birds from the hills. Just this deep sense
of peace and silence, by itself, pushes the Vipasana student's
'mind to look inwards. Those with medical conditions such
as diabetes or high blood pressure are provided the required
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care and assistance. It is their desire and design that each
and every student should engross deeply in the lessons
and practice Vipasana meditation without any distractive
thoughts.

There were separate sections for men and women and
they cannot see each other during these 10 days.

It was compulsory to practice the meditation methods
taught by teachers. They are quite difficult and challenging.
The first 3 days are all about how we should go deep inside
our minds by observing our breath and by learning to control
our breathing consciously and accurately. These techniques
are explained and demonstrated in detail in a simple way
that is easily understood.

The initial few days of Vipasana practice has the ability
to trigger hidden memories. One can go through feelings of
shame, guilt, sadness and laughter, during this time. We go
through a cycle of the resurfacing of old and deeply buried
thoughts and memories that keep emerging, especially, in
the first 3 days. The experience of the 3rd day definitely takes
everyone to another dimension of our worldly consciousness.
When left alone with our own thoughts, we tend to walk
back down our life's memory lane. With no distractions, we
have no choice but to face whatever we find along the way.
My mind worked overtime to point out all the good, the bad
and the ugly that lay in my past. As many as one tenth of the
participants are unable to bear the intensity and the pain of
regret this experience inevitably brings out and they leave
the program at this stage.

We are given a 10 minute break every 2 hours to take
a walk around the hall to ensure that we don't feel sleepy
during the lectures. During this time, I have heard people
crying out or laughing out aloud. Those who progress past
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this 3rd day successfully, usually stay through the remaining
7 days of the program.

From the 4th day onwards, the real intense Vipasana
meditation starts. Instilling disciplined peace by making
every student sit through the meditative practice of Vipasana
and explaining every aspect of the technique, the teachers
help each student to at least achieve 3 minutes of focused and
undistracted meditation. Those who continue the practice for
a long time beyond the program are known to have acquired
many more skills and powers. Vipasana strengthens us to
experience peace and harmony. It helps to liberate us from
pain and sorrow and from the deeply embedded causes for
this pain. Thus, our minds become more purified. A total
and complete freedom from the impurities of the mind is the
highest spiritual objective that Vipasana takes one towards,
one step at a time. At the end of the 10 days of the training,
we see long queues around the public telephones available
at the campus.

[ was able to experience and realise how Lord Buddha
manifested a revolutionary change in human history and
how much he worked for our liberation from the traps of
ignorance by learning and conquering Vipasana. Vipasana
meditation is an instrument to direct our lives into the right
path. It is only after this experience that I developed a deep
connection towards Buddhism.
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Chapter 4
The compassionate Buddha emerges

The story of how the Ven. Amaramouli Thero came
about this idea of a Buddha statue, is truly amazing and
inspiring.

Every Sunday morning, Ven. Amaramouli Thero sits
under a shady tree at the Rambadagalla temple. It was his
routine to chat with some of the young students attending
Buddhism classes. He always spoke to them, to find out
how they were studying, to see if some work needed to be
completed in the village and so on.

The Monk was sitting under the same tree near the
rock on the 19th of August in the year 2001, which happened
to be another such usual Sunday. He saw a group of about 50
children and youngsters walking towards him. As they walked
closer and closer, he was shocked to see the youth carrying
large stones, iron rods, sticks and makeshift weapons. This
was not how the youth of this village behaved. Something
was disturbing them.

A youth from the group started talking,
"Swaminvahansa, last week we saw the ancient statues of
Lord Buddha being bombed and destroyed by the Taliban
on TV. Qur blood is boiling. We want to take revenge. Please
bless us, so that, we will go and give the same treatment to
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some of the Mosques and Muslim religious places around
our village. The Bhikku did not react. He did his best to
control his anger and anxiety. He looked into the eyes of
the crowd and asked everyone to sit down for a couple of
minutes. The children sat down. Respect for the clergy was
important in Rambadagalla.

After taking a moment to breathe, he quietly beckoned
the student who had spoken to his side and asked him, "So,
what will you do if your friend attacked you and broke your
teeth?"

"Of course, | will break his teeth as well."

"That's fine, but will you get your broken teeth fixed
by breaking his teeth?"

The boy was perplexed and couldn't answer his
question.

"Lord Buddha did not teach us to take revenge on those
who harm us. All of you are students who come regularly to
learn the teachings of our Lord. Don't you all know that his
path is the path of love?"

"Did Lord Buddha at any time in his life show anger
or hatred?"

"Aren't we all Buddhists who have taken the resolve to
live our lives in the path shown by Lord Buddha?”

- "Do you not remember the story of Devadatta who was
a relative of Lord Buddha. Devadatta gave even the Buddha
a lot of trouble and difficulties? Yet, the Lord patiently
accepted him and gave so many blessings and benefits to
Devadatta. There are thousands of examples in the life of
Lord Buddha like this."

"So, let us banish the thought of doing harm for harm
and destroying things. Let us bring in a positive thought.
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Why don't we make an even better statue of Lord Buddha in
response to the situation?"

The murmurs in the crowd of students fell into deep
silence. The Monk continued, "Just look behind me. We
have such a large rock. Why don't we think of making a large
Buddha statue out of this rock. If we all get together we can
do this."

"Please put down all those weapons right now and
make a promise that you will never touch them again in your
life. Let our thoughts and actions be focused towards this
new statue." The Bhikku said all of this with overflowing
emotions. There was some noise among the children in the
crowd and in about 2 minutes it again fell into silence.

"Swaminvahansa, we will accept your advice." said
the student. Everyone applauded.

The flood of emotions that had been flowing wildly,
breaching everything on its way, was for now channeled
towards a positive direction. However, in his heart, the Monk
knew that for the flood to really flow to positivity, it needed
the banks of action.

"Why don't you all start collecting some money? Let us
build a timeless and monumental Buddha statue in our village.
The whole world will look at this in awe and devotion. Let
them look up the sky-reaching Buddha and wonder "Was it the
children of Rambadagalla who erected this statue?"

"Let us start today itself collecting some money.
In about 2 months, let us meet again and start planning”,
said Swaminvahansa. The children dispersed, chattering
excitedly about their new mission for the village.

A month passed, Venerable Amaramouli Thero was
sitting in his usual spot, as it was a Sunday, waiting for the
children. Again he saw 10 students walking towards him as
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a group. However, this time, instead of stones and iron rods,
they had tills of various shapes and colors in their hands.
The same siudent who had spoken to the Swamy earlier
came to him and with noticeable pride and announced
their achievements. "Swaminvahansa, we started collecting
money. Here 1s the first contribution. We have one thousand
seven hundred Rupees in these tills. Please start the work to
make the statue,” said the smiling boy.

Bhikku was a bit startled, "which statue?" he asked.

"Swaminvahansa, have you forgotten?" pointing at the
rock, "You said we were going to make a sky-high Buddha
statue from this rock! Let's begin!" said the student.

Swamy was in a state of shock! "O Lord Buddha! I
said something the other day to stop and distract them from
violence. These children have taken my words literally and
even started collections. My dearest Lord Buddha, it seems
that you have made some plans in using us as tools towards
it." He told the children that he would start work on the statue
and sent them away. "Please reveal what you have designed
for us," were his thoughts, as the Monk went into prayers.

The following morning, around 4 am, Swaminvahansa
sat in meditation. "Lord Buddha, the words I uttered to
quench the emotions of those students seem to have triggered
something monumental. I never expected this. Today, they
are standing in front of me with the contribution. What do
you want me to do? This temple does not even have ten
thousand Rupees in its bank account. Is it even possible to
think of making a statue of such magnitude? Does that not
cost several millions? Who will help this project? If I start
this impossible task and stop halfway, wouldn't that be a big
disgrace and humiliation? Please answer me, answer me,
answer me." Swaminvahansa sank into a deeper and deeper
meditation, submitting these questions to the lotus feet of
Lord Buddha.
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Chapter 5
What is monumental?

"You can do it," the answer emerged after deep
meditation. Swaminvahansa was ecstatic. While a cloud
of doubt and fear was still hovering over his heart, the
excitement of the project and courage given®by the Lord
sprung him into action.

The rock was 72 feet in height. The Sadhu started
meditating on the thought of a 50 feet high Lord Buddha on
that rock every day. He nourished and watered that thought
daily in his prayer. He discussed this idea with many people.
There were only a few who came out to support him.

"This cannot be done."

"Impossible."

"It is a huge expense."

"Where can you bring the money from?"

"There are no sculptors who can do such projects in
Sri Lanka.”

"Why get into such unnecessary commitment?”

Many tried to nip the idea in the bud even before it
could germinate. Swamy thought further. What qualification
do these people have to say that we cannot do this? What
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have they achieved? Why should we give credence to these
sceptics? His courage strengthened. He prayed to Lord
Buddha to give him the heart of steel to face such people.
Lord Buddha gave him that resolve.

Venerable Amaramouli Thero's first task in the project
was to find a lead sculptor. He started enquiring everywhere.
A Tamil friend who runs a shop in Kurunegala suggested,
"There is an 18 feet tall Hanuman statue in Ramboda Shri
Bhaktha Hanuman temple. [ have heard that it is the tallest
single stone statue in Sri Lanka and it is sculpted entirely
from granite. This maybe a good place for you to start. If we
go there and enquire, we may get some idea of its sculptor.”
Hearing this, the Bhikku with a group of other monks from
his temple hired a vehicle and set out to Ramboda from
Rambadagalla on a Sunday.

Gautama Buddha converted the hearts and minds of
many thousands in the world to non-violence or ahimsa. The
group that wanted to sculpt this Buddha and meditate on him
reached Ramboda with their leader.

At the time, Rambadagalla was an insignificant and
small village unknown to many, situated 28 km away from
Kurunegala. Near the village, there is a well-known old
Buddha temple called ‘Ridhi Vihara". Rambadagalla is often
referred to as the small village next to Ridhi Vihara. The
Bhikku from this little village had no money. He had neither
popularity nor the political strength and connection that some
Bhikkus have. Yet, the Monk had his own personal gravitas
and strength. One of Thiruvalluvar's couplets describes this
quality beautifully:

“eTeudTemilLl GTeWTEWIWINEIS WIS 6TawTaRTLIT
FHleviremiigmas) Gunier”
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"Whatever men think, even as they think, may men
obtain,

If those who think can steadfastness of will retain"

The couplet says that, the visionary who envisions a
thought will achieve and actualize that thought if he is strong
and committed to his goal. Venerable Amaramouli Thero is
a living example of this Thirukkural. With his inner spiritual
fortitude and the power of his focused thoughts, he moved
towards his objective. The path unfolded and the mind
clarified. "We can and we will," this was the resolve and the
resilience that guided our Swaminvahansa.

"Will we be able to complete this monumental task?"
Swamy shared his apprehension with me. The answer I gave
him on that day was etched in his mind indelibly. Swamy has
memorized this Thirukural,

“srest (PWOeoUls SibLlefsd
wremest Llewipss Beusd gbhHed Seriagl.”

"Better to hold the spear that missed the elephant
than the arrow that pierced the rabbit".

It is much superior to have held the spear that tried
gloriously but missed a mighty elephant than to have held
an arrow that has pierced a rabbit. We lose our resolve when
taking on tasks that seem too big. We all understand that
there are so many things that we can do to make the world a
better place, but we do not take action in fear of failure and
ridicule. It is however better to have failed at attempting a
world changing idea than to not attempt anything at all.

To even start work on a project like this with enough
resources available, was an act of courage; but now that we
were working towards the goal, the setbacks were many.

The Bhikku lamented about the path that he needed
to take and the difficulties he was facing. The massive
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challenge of raising funds was the biggest hurdle to cross.
With the drawing of the statue, he knocked on the doors of
wealthy men. Looking at the plain rock and the mammoth
task ahead, they questioned the viability of the project. What
he could collect from them was meager in comparison to
his needs, but he did not give up and help came from many
unexpected places.
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Chapter 6

The devotee who melted at the
Lord's Feet

Honourable speaker Karu Jayasuriya, was one of the
trustees of the Lord Buddha statue construction committee.
He collected over 300,000 Rupees from his Japanese friends.
We met the High Commissioner of India. "The Buddha statue
is being entirely made by the Indian sculptors. Lord Buddha
himself is a product of India. You will have to help us,"” Ven
Amaramouli Thero requested. The High commissioner of
India at that time, Mrs. Nirupama Rao donated 2,500,000
Rupees for the project. This was the first large contribution
we received. Honourable Chandrika Kumaratunga was the
President of Sri Lanka at that time. We approached her and
presented the plans. She immediately donated 300,000 Rupees
from her personal fund.

And so the work continued, with stops and starts, many
no's and some yeses from unexpected places.

A few years were chiseled away. The blank rock
was now slowly, but surely becoming the face of Lord
Buddba. As he appeared, he gave assurance to many more
people that he would soon be present in that tiny village of
Rambadagalla. Many organisations, companies and banks
now started coming forward to help the cause.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

The Compassicnate Buddha of the Rock 179

Specifically, the Bank of Ceylon contributed a total
amount of 5,000,000 Rupees over a period. The chairman
of the bank at this time, Mr. Gamini Wickramasinghe, was
. instrumental for this large contribution. Honourable Sarath
Fonseka, as the Army General initiated a contribution of
1,000,000 Rupees from the Army Social Welfare fund.
After many attempts, we met the then President Mahinda
Rajapaksa and shared details of the project. We showed him
the pictures of the statue that was emerging out of the rock.
He was amazed, "I am wonderstruck and happy to see such a
large Buddha being formed. I will definitely come to see the
statue." With that comment, he gave us 2,500,000 Rupees as
an initial contribution. As promised, he visited Rambadagalla
and inspected the statue. We gave him a hammer and the
chisel in his hand to carve a small part of the sculpture. He
happily obliged.

The statue was entering the world. Lord Buddha's chest
was now visible. Many fell in love with the serene beauty of
Lord Buddha's face.

An elderly devotee from Kandy who saw the statue
could not control her tears. She took out her handkerchief,
wrapped up all the jewelery she was wearing and offered it to
the temple. She had donated four gold bangles, and two gold
necklaces. There were many such outpourings of emotion
from devotees. There were countless number of devotees
who were attracted to this Lord Buddha even before his
complete majestic beauty was revealed out of the rock.,

DSl is one of Sri Lanka's eminent organisations. They
are pioneers in manufacturing. Their footwear and other
products are of excellent quality and are distributed around
the country and around the world. They are a family of
honourable people. Employing more than 5000 people, DSI
is a well-known name. The chairman of this organization
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casually visited Rambadagalla one day. At that time, they
were making the scaffolding to climb up to the top of the fock.
Only the face of Lord Buddha had been partly completed at
this time. The magnetic eyes of Lord Buddha had hypnotised
the DSI chairman. He was engrossed and was lost in thought
for over 10 minutes as he watched the face of our Lord until
his accompanying friend touched his shoulder,

"Hey Nande."
Mr. Nandadasa Rajapaksa was in a state of trance.
"Yes", he opened his eyes.

"Which world are you in?", until then Nandadasa had
completely become one with Lord Buddha.

As he returned to Colombo he could not stop thinking
of the emerging face of Lord Buddha from the rock. He
couldn't bear the thought that he had not heard of this
magnificent project until his friend had taken him there.
"The people of Sri Lanka must know about this project!”
he thought. His heart ached with the thought that such a
noble project may not get the recognition it deserves. He
wanted to singlehandedly change the situation. He wanted
the whole country to know about the compassionate Lord
Buddha of the rock and experience his graceful emergence.
He decided to take photographs of the current state of the
statue and publish it widely.

The Vesak festival was to begin in the next 10 days-
time. It was an opportune time to bring out the story of the
Rambadagalla Buddha statue. The Vesak full moon day in
the month of May is celebrated in Sri Lanka and around
the world as a commemoration of Lord Buddha's birth, the
attainment of Nirvana and his departure from this world.
It is one of Buddhism's most important celebrations. In S
Lanka, it is not just a time of prayer but also a time of giving.
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Every street in the city, every village, every community gets
together to give out food and refreshments to passersby. This
is a very unique tradition that I have not seen anywhere else
in the world. People get together to prepare and distribute
refreshments and food to strangers throughout this period.
In fact it is sometimes difficult to travel during this time
because you get stopped so many times to partake in food
and drink along the way.

There are about ten popular newspapers in the three
languages, Sinhala, English and Tamil in Sri Lanka.

Mr. Nandadasa decided to publish a full-page
advertisement in every single newspaper with complete
information about the project. The advertisement
specifically mentioned the location of the statue and how to
reach Rambadagalla. Jt also carried a special message form
Venerable Amaramouli Thero. The cost of these full page
advertisements in one day would have been over a million
Rupees.

1 was quite impressed by Mr. Nandadasa Rajapaksa,
especially after his selfless act. We forged a divine friendship
full of love from that day. He was not someone who attaches
importance to worldly matters but considers devotion and
spirituality as the higher purpose of life.

Mr. Nandadasa requested to keep him informed of
Sthapathi's next visit to Colombo. During the next visit, [
invited Mr. Nandadasa home for breakfast to meet him. He
took the Sthapathi's hands and kissed them with love and
gratitude. Representing the gratitude of the people of Sri
Lanka, Nandadasa presented a ring embedded with nine
different gems to him. Surprisingly, the ring fitted his ring
finger perfectly. Sthapathi's eyes were filled with tears of
love. From that day onwards, Mr. Nandadasa was available
1o contribute towards all needs of the project.
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The late Minister Mr. Jeyaraj Fernandopulle was also a
great benefactor of the project at a time when it was in need
of assistance. The Minister's help was timely and crucial.

Mr Edward Edirisuriya, a former deputy mayor of
Colombo, also came forward to extend a helping hand in
those early days.

The objective of this book is not to list everyone who
helped and contributed to make this gigantic dream come
true. A few names are mentioned here to recognize early
involvement and in no way does it represents a complete list
of the thousands who came forward to make this monument
a reality.

The rock needed to be blasted inwards by about
5 feet before beginning the sculpture. This left a large
waste of rubble. Removing the blasted boulders was a
big and expensive task. Mr. Raveendra Hewavitharane,
Commissioner of Agrarian Services Department at that time
helped immensely to complete this task. He also collected a
sizable sum from various Agrarian services centres, in places
asdiverse as Kankesanthurai, Mullaitheevu and Trincomalee.
People stepped forward from even the Northern and Eastern
parts of the country.

A heavy duty compressor was required to break
the stones, this was thankfully provided by Mr. Gamini
Jayawansa Chairman of Finco Company in Mawathagama.
Several such machinery and equipment were needed from
time to time, which was turning out to be a big expense.
The help in kind given by Mr. Ashoka of Chico Enterprises
in Kurunegala and Mr. Jayasekera of Kurunegala Motors
cannot be forgotten.

This reminds me of a thrilling incident during the early
days of rock breaking and stone removal. Over a period of
about 20 days, a gentleman by the name of Mr. Rupasinghe
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used to come everyday after his normal working hours to lend
a helping hand in removing the rock pile that accumulated in
front of the statue everyday. He operated a wheel loader that had
been taken on loan from Sujeeva Enterprises in Kurunegala.
The wheel loader is a large earth moving machinery that can
cost several thousands of rupees an hour to hire. Since this
particular one was kept for sale, we were given its use until it
was sold. The brakes in this vehicle were not at its best and it
was repaired on site. Since it was working on the top of the rock
this was not a major issue.

As the work neared completion, the wheel loader also
was sold and on the final day after work, Rupe, started to
bring the vehicle down [rom the rock. It was around 11pm and
pitch dark. At that time there was no proper road downhill.
He slowly drove the vehicle downhill and at about halfway
the brake failed. This meant the vehicle could crash down
putting Rupe's life at risk. However, the quick thinking and
alert Rupe, managed to turn the vehicle towards the right,
where there was a small stone and jumped off, to the left,
onto a rapidly approaching Araliya tree. The vehicle came
to a halt without any damage and with divine grace Rupe
also came off the Araliya tree smiling and unharmed.

The South Indian sculptors who worked on the project
over the years, are the unsung heroes, who definitely need to
be listed here. Their dedication and meticulous work is there
for us to see and admire today. At the peak of the sculpture
work, there were up to 28 sculptors at work. Even today
the lead sculptor Murugan along with 3 of his colleagues
is at work, undertaking several beautification structures and
carvings at the Rambadagalla temple.

I. Muthu Nailker Murugan

2. Pachayappan Selvam
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Devaraj

Marithangam
Periyasamy

Karuppiah

L. Murugan
Chinnamuththu
Ambalavanan Palanivel

. Alagappan Pandy

. Kalimuththu Senthil Kumar
. Karuppiah Ravi

. Aathmanathan Ganesan

. Ramanatha Achari Velu

' Ramanatha Achari Veerapathiran
. Krishnan Elumalai

. Konka Sirinivasulu

. Chilampan Gopal

. Punnalagu

. K. Andy

. A. Krishnan

. V. Shanmugam

. M. Veshwanathan

. Anandankrishnakumar

. Velu Krishnamoorthy

. Shanmugamoorthy Dorai

. Valravan Shanmugam
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Chapter 7
Lord Buddha — ‘The Compassionate’

The emperors and kings who lived hundreds and
thousands of years ago built monumental temples and
statues. Thus, they inscribed their names not just on those
rocks but also in history. The ancient rock sculptures of Sri
Lanka are at least 850 years old. The Rambadagalla Buddha
statue is the type of collossal project that has not been in
the country, undertaken for centuries. It is also not a project
undertaken by kings or presidents. It was conceived by a
Monk with few resources. '

What is the purpose of embarking on such a humongous
project that requires the collection and expenditure of
millions of Rupees? This does not take into consideration
the incalculable human effort and costs.

Who is this Lord Buddha? Can his message be relevant
to us after so many millennia? What treasures did he leave us
from 2600 years ago? These are all questions that naturally
surface in our minds.

Historical records are not accurate about the exact
period of Buddha's life and times. He was born in the Eastern
part of Ancient India in the small kingdom of Kosala. This
holy place is now a part of modern day Nepal. The Buddha
started life as a prince. He was born to King Suddhodhana

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

186 Deshabandu D. Eassuwaren

of the Shakya clan and Queen Maaya Devi. He was born
in the open Lumbini park and not inside the palace. A sign
that he belonged to the world. He was named “Siddhartha
Gautama."”

The meaning of the word Siddhartha is "To achieve
what one thinks." A learned sage who blessed the baby said,
"This child will emancipate the whole world. If he comes
into contact with suffering in this world such as disease, old
age or death, he will renounce worldly life and become an
ascetic. Or he will become a great ruler.”

The King, upon hearing this warning made sure that
Siddhartha was married at a tender age and engineered his
son's life in such a way that the young prince never came into
contact with the outside world or with any type of suffering.

Siddhartha lived amidst beautiful and luxurious
surroundings with Princess Yasodhara whom he married at
the age of sixteen. Beautiful Yasodhara and Siddartha reveled
and enjoyed their life with the best of food, entertainment
and sensual pleasures.

However, a spark within the prince kept kindling his
desire to believe that there was something missing in his
life. He sensed something beyond; just as a chained elephant
desires to roam around free in the jungle. When he was
finally able to venture out, the King had all streets beautified
and the whole city decorated. The King also ensured that
Prince Siddhartha did not come into contact with any form
of suffering just as the sage warned.

Destiny however has its own ways. What needs to
happen has to happen. Admiring the beauty of the city,
Siddhartha travelled in his chariot. Yet, despite the King's
best efforts, the three forms of suffering could not be hidden
from the Prince's sight. Siddhartha questioned his father and
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family about the nature of the suffering after coming into
contact with them for the first time in his life.

Aging, disease and death are facts of life. No human
being can escape from these. Understanding this reality,
Siddhartha went into deep thought as he struggled to
understand the difference between his palace life and reality.

While contemplating this truth, Siddhartha met a
sage. When he discovered that this ascetic had surmounted
the three sufferings of life successfully and had in many
ways mastered this effort, the Prince sank into even deeper
thought. He could not bear that his fellow beings had to
undergo these cycles of suffering. His compassion for
victims of this suffering, and the incessant analysis in his
head about the truth, did not allow him to continue to enjoy
his princely luxurious life.

Siddhartha had not experienced any suffering in his
life. Yet, he could not bear the knowledge that all human
beings go through pain in their existence. From that moment
he repelled the comforts of royalty. His heart was melting
with compassion and could not accept the pleasure of a
princely life. He despised the celebrations and parties of the
palace. This became the opportune moment for Siddhartha
to leave behind his worldly life.

At the age of 27, his mind and intellect were trying
to search for answers to many of life's crucial questions.
"What is the purpose of life and this living? Is this worldly
living only meant for enjoying the pleasures that are around
us? Is the objective of life making wealth and satistying the
sense organs? Such questions continued to surface in his
head. Is there a possibility to achieve mental fulfilment and
permanent peace beyond these pleasurable pursuits?”
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Siddhartha searched inside himself and outside for
answers to these questions. At the youthful age of 29, leaving
his parents in inconsolable tears, he chopped off his hair
and walked out in the attire of a sage. He had nothing in his
hand nor in his heart except the penetrating search for truth
and peace. It was on the day he left the palace, his beautiful
son Rahulan was born. This renunciation was historical and
path-breaking.

He did not abdicate his princely life at a ripe old
age after the enjoyment of all pleasures. At the time of his
renunciation, he was at the peak of his youth. He did not
do it because of poverty or pain. All the sovereign wealth
and intoxicating luxuries could not stop him. At the moment
of Siddhartha's change, none could have guessed he would
become one of the greatest spiritual teachers the world has
ever seen.

On walking out of the palace, Siddhartha went to
the most famous sages of that time, Alara Kalama and
Udakka Ramaputta to learn their methods of meditation.
These methods were known as Rajayoga and were focused
on freeing the mind by detaching it from the suffering of
the body. He easily reached the highest point of this path
known as Samadhi. This did not however give him any
satisfaction. He did not feel that this achievement would lead
him to a permanent solution to end human suffering. These
techniques did not show a sustainable path for realization
of the truth, clarity, nor a methodology to escape from pain.
He was conscious that meditation itself should not become
an escape from the difficulties of the world. This would not
bring true enlightenment.

After mastering the art of Raja Yoga, he tried penance
and severe meditative practices that ignored the well-being
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of his body. His objective was to see if the body could be
tamed into submission. He became skeletal and weak. He
intensified this extreme practice to see if he could achieve
his objective of experiencing true liberation of the mind's
suffering.

In the scorching sun and freezing snow, he continued
depriving his body of any nutrition and pushed it to the brink
of death. When this did not make any difference, he realized
that he needed the body to fulfill his objective. He started
taking some food to avoid death by starvation.

Four other fellow-seekers who were with Gautama
were shocked and surprised that Siddhartha has taken a step
back from his pursuit. They ridiculed him and walked away.
Gautama was now on his own and continued his intense
pursuit and meditation.

With an unshakable determination he sat under the
Bodhi tree with the resolve that he will not open his eyes
until the truth was realized. He sank into a deep and long
trance. It was a full moon night. He was able to see the many
dimensions of his life including all of his earlicr births.

The next morning, on the full moon day, he realized
that he was no more the Siddhartha Gautama, or the 'Bodhi
satva' - 'the one who is seeking'. He realized through this
meditative state that he was now transformed into a complete
Buddha - ° the one who attained wisdom."

The shining light of truth had risen inside him after six
years of extreme and intense efforts. He continued to walk
around and live by the Bodhi tree for several weeks. Self
realization did not easily transcend into a peaceful meditative
life for Buddha.
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The biggest challenge he faced was the question:
was this nirvana’ - the realization of the ultimate truth and
the bliss he was enjoying, was to be experienced only by
himself? Should he endeavour to share this knowledge with
all of his fellow beings, still entrapped in their cycles of
suffering.

At the end of deep contemplation, the compassionate
Buddha courageously decided that he would dedicate his life
to help the millions who are in pain due to no fault of their
own except ignorance. He then became a teacher, he spread
his message so that others may learn the truth that he himself
had experienced.

Lord Buddha came back to the material world. He
offered his teachings, 'The Dhamma’, to a]l those who
wished to learn and showed them a way to break free from
the mortal coil. By understanding his ‘middle way', people
from all walks of life including those in simple family life,
were now able to aspire for 'Nirvana' — the liberation, They
gave up their day to day rituals and became his disciples.
The Buddha assured that living and taking action as per
his teachings would help achieve a life in which one could
finally break free of suffering. Over time, disciples flocked
to Lord Buddha and started following the Dhamma.

A few of his teachings are as follows,
Buddha's four noble truths

1. Life has inevitable suffering.
2. There is a cause to suffering.
3. There is an end to suffering.
4. There is a path to end the suffering.
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Buddha's five precepts

i
2,

el

4.
5. Do not take intoxicating substances.

Refrain from harming living things.
Do not steal.

Do not indulgence in misconduct.
Do not lie,

Buddha's eight-fold path

o]

1. Right view — know the truth.

2. Right intention — free your mind of evil.
3. Right speech — say nothing that hurts others.
4. Right action — work for the good of others.
5. Right livelihood - respect life.

6. Right effort — resist evil.

7. Right concentration — practice meditation.

. Right mindfulness- control your thoughts.

Buddha's ten moral precepts

1.

8.
g,
10. Have right understanding of the Dhamma.

2
3
4.
i
6
7

Refrain from destroying living creatures.
Do not steal.

Refrain from sexual misconduct.

Do not lie.

Refrain from blaming others.

Do not speak hurtful words.

Do not gossip.

Do not desire what is others.

Do not have enmity.
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The noble actions recommended by Buddha

L

© W N O R W

Donate to the deserved ones.

Follow the codes of moral and righteous conduct.
Think good thoughts.

Serve others and care for others.

Respect parents and elders and look after them.
Share some of the benefits of your good deeds.
Accept the offering of others good deeds.

Absorb what is heard about Dhamma.

Teach Dhamma to others.

10. Shed your own flaws and imperfections.
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Chapter 8
The Bamiyan Buddha statues

Bamiyan was a city under the Gandhara kingdom, what
is today known as Afghanistan. Until the 11th century A.D,
it was a thriving center of Buddhist culture and markets. It
was a hub on the silk route connecting various parts of West
Asia.

It was home also for several Hindu and Buddhist
monasteries and a centre for religion, philosophy and Indian
and Greek culture and art.

During the 9th century A.D, until the conquest by the
Persian armies, Bamiyan was a pilgrimage site for Buddhists.
There were several Buddhist ashrams where Monks used to
live in small caves in the rock structures.

Many such monks and monasteries built Buddha
statues in Bamiyan and decorated their caves with colorful
paintings of Buddhist culture. The most important among
these were the gigantic standing Buddha statues of Vairosana
and Saakiya Muni, the first statue being 180 feet, the second
being 120 feet tall. They were considered the tallest stone
statues of Buddha in the world. These statues were among
the most impdrtant cultural heritage sites not just in Bamiyan
but also globally. The area surrounding the statue and the
archaeological remains were declared world heritage sites
by UNESCO.
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These Buddha statues situated in Bamiyan valley
within the Hazarajat region of Central Afghanistan, are
known as the Bamiyan Buddha statues and were popularly
referred to as "Big Buddha" and "Small Buddha”.

Constructed in the 6th century, these statues are situated
230 km northwest of Kabul, the capital of Afghanistan about
2500 feet above sea level. They were a great example of
mixed Greek and Indian sculpture known as ‘Gandhara" art.
The structure of the body was carved from the sandstone
cliff. Thereafter, the detailed sculpture was shaped with a
mixture of mud and hay fibre and then finished with a smooth
clay paste.

The details on the surface and the clay work were
washed off many centuries ago. In subsequent years, people
had attempted to paint hands, the flow of the robe and other
parts of the statue. The big statue was red in colour while the

- small one was multi-coloured. While the limbs of the statues
may have been made of mud and a hay mixture, the face
structure may have been sculpted with large wooden masks.

A series of holes around the statues may have been the
placements to insert wooden pegs to fix the clay and fibre
paste onto them. The smaller statue is estimated to have been
constructed in the year 507 A.D and the larger one in the year
554 A.D. These were constructed by the Kushanas and Hunas
kingdoms when they were at the peak of their prosperity.

In 630 A.D, a Chinese explorer, Xuan Zang, who
travelled through the Bamiyan valley described the area
as the centre of Buddhism. In his account, he had written
of more than 10 monasteries with over 10,000 Buddhist
monks in attendance. He also wrote about the two Buddha
statues decorated with gold and precious stones. Further, he
described a large reclining Buddha statue in the same place.
This may have been completely destroyed over the centuries.
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Attack on Buddha statues

In the 11th century A.D, the conquest of Afghanistan
was completed by Gajini Mohammed, the most prominent
ruler of the famed Ghaznavid Empire. At that time, many
monasteries were sacked and destroyed. However, these two
Buddha statues were not attacked. Another Afghan King,
Nadir Shah is recorded to have attacked these statues with
canons in 1747 during a military campaign. Yet they were
not destroyed. Even after this, the statues lasted for almost a
millennia in surprisingly good condition. Communities lived
side by side for centuries with no trouble.

In 1999, in the month of July, the Taliban ruler of
Afghanistan, Mullah Mohammed Omar, issued an order
to protect and preserve these beautiful Bamiyan Buddha
statues. He announced that there were no Buddhists in
Afghanistan and hence no one would use them as religious
symbols. Yet, these statues would attract many tourists and
bring in foreign exchange earnings into Afghanistan. Hence,
he declared that the Taliban would not destroy the Buddha
statues but instead would protect them.

Other radical religious leaders in Afghanistan
considered Bamiyan Buddha statues as against their religious
beliefs. In the beginning of March 2001, dynamite was used
to systematically destroy the Bamiyan Buddha statues. Anti-
aircraft missiles and heavy artillery were also used in the
attack, but these proved incffective. The statues were too
big. Dynamite was set in holes on and along the statues to
inflict more damage. It finally took the Taliban 25 days to
destroy them.

The leader of the Taliban at that time, Mullah
Mohammed Omar, who had earlier declared that he would

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

196 Deshabandu D. Eassuwaren

protect the statues, also ordered their destruction. It is
said that the main reason for this change of heart was due
to American diplomats who had refused to extend help to
downtrodden people of the Afghanistan but seemed more
keen to spend money on renovation of these statues.

After these attacks by the Taliban regime, the statues
which had stood for centuries were more or less fully
destroyed.
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Chapter 9

The tallest Buddha statues
in the world

The tallest copper Buddha statue in the world was
unveiled in Hongkong on the 29th of December 2012.
However, the tallest 67.5 feet Samadhi Buddha statue in the
world made of a single granite rock is situated in the Vidhya
Sagara Buddha Vihara, Rambadagalla ot the Kurunegala
district in Sri Lanka. A team of Indian sculptors led by the
chief sculptor Muthiah Sthapathi commenced work on this
statue in the year 2002,

Here is a list of the ten largest Buddha statues in the
world. This list is not conclusive nor exhaustive. It is meant
to give the reader a view of some of the great statues of Lord
Buddha globally;

1. Inthe tenth place is the Buddha statue in Phuket island
in Thailand. The statue is 148 feet tall and is made of
concrete and layered with white marble.

2. The Buddha statue situated in Aluthgama, Sri Lanka
takes the ninth place. This 160 feet tall Buddha statue
was built in 2006 by Kandy Buddha Viharaya in South
Sri Lanka in Peruvallangura. The specialty of this
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Buddha is that it is near the Daladha Maligaava — the
Temple of Buddha's tooth relic.

The now destroyed Bamiyan Buddha statue was of
180 feet height is in the eighth place.

Wat Indra Vihaan, a temple located in the Phra Nakhon
district of Bangkok, Thailand is the seventh tallest
Buddha statue, 194 feet. This is covered with gold and
glass.

233 feet tall stone Buddha in Leshan, China is in the
sixth place. It is acknowledged by the UNESCO as the
tallest stone Buddha in the world.

The Buddha statue made of bronze, at 289 feet tall
and 700 ton heavy, it is located in Mashan, China.
This statue is the fifth largest Buddha in the world. He
stands in a posture of blessing.

The fourth largest Buddha in the world is the Great
Buddha of Thailand, located in Wat Muang Monastery
in Thailand. It is made of concrete and painted in gold.

The third place goes to the 360 feet tall Buddha statue

‘in Ushiku, Japan, This Bronze statue weighs 4003

tons. A lift is available to take people up to 279 feet to
take a closer look at this Buddha.

The second tallest Buddha statue, 381 feet tall with
the depiction of being garbed in traditional clothes
is named ‘Lay Kyun Sakkya" and was sculpted in
Myanmar. There is a smaller sleeping buddha nest to
Lay Kyun Sakkya.
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10. Finally, the tallest Buddha statue i the world, placed
in the Guinness book of world records, is in the Spring
temple in Henan Province, China. One has to climb
1000 steps to see this 420 feet tall statue made of
copper weighing over 1000 tons.
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Chapter 10
Overcoming challenges

The many obstacles and challenges faced during the
construction of the statue and the surrounding structures in
Rambadagalla were overcome by Venerable Amaramouli
Thero armed only with his love, patience and meditative
spiritual strength. This was truly admired by those of us
engaged in the project.

The biggest obstacle was money. We had asked
everyone. How can we go to the same people again and
again? Many of them do not give with a happy heart. Some
give more like a ritual than from their heart. There is a
Thirukkural couplet in which Thiruvalluvar had beautifully
expressed the exact situation;

‘DIBQNOTHSI CFUILITET 2 b (PSSTDIHSI
Be0 ellBhE @ULsuTE Eed”
"With a smiling face he entertains each virtuous guest

"Fortune with gladsome mind shall in his dwelling
rest!” .

The one who receives and looks after his guests with
true happiness in his face will have the luxury of the Goddess
of wealth "Lakshmi" always residing in his house.
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But, many do not receive the guests with happiness
when they go asking for money to build a house for God
himself. The saint Sai Baba of Shirdi asked for dakshinas or
donations only from those he wished to receive it. He always
said, 'Those from whom I get a rupee of Dakshina will get
back at least 10 Rupees in blessings." Only a few in this
world understood this.

Thiruvalluvar further says that the faces of some
people will easily show the smallness of their hearts, when
they see people coming in with a request for donation. On
seeing their expressions, people approaching for donations
will walk away.

Only if one has a mindset that one is begging on
account of the Almighty with courage and strength, can
one bear the disappointments of such efforts. We have to be
ready to accept and take hurtful words with broad shoulders.

We cannot go with the idea that we need the help of
others. Instead we should be clear that we are only asking for
help to progress with God's work. It is only with this attitude
can we undertake this most challenging task of raising funds
for good causes.

Unbearable words will easily come by. Some will not
even be generous with the word 'no'. A few will say things
that will pierce through your heart from one side and come
out painfully on the other. We will be standing with the
begging bowl leaving aside our self-respect and pride.

Some will try to provoke you using harsh words. We
have to endure all this humiliation in the name of God.

We must remember Lord Buddha's words here,
'Practice waiting'.

One of the biggest duties and tasks for Venerable
Amaramouli Thero was to look after the Indian sculptors.
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At the peak of construction, there were 30 sculptors living in
Rambadagalla village.

Cooking for the Indian team of sculptors did not seem
that difficult as one of the tearn member was a cook. However,
the tough task of finding the required Indian masalas and
condiments made life difficult for them. The village people
tried their best to support them with local food when needed.

Facilities were given to the sculptors to visit India once
every six months or so, given time they needed to stay in Sri
Lanka away from their families. Sometimes they would take
longer period of absence without informing us. This was
difficuit with escalating costs. Sometimes, they did not even
inform us the return date clearly as they would fear being
denied additional leave. This was a big problem causing
great expenses and delay. Somehow, the Monk ensured that
work carried on.
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Chapter 11

Venerable Amaramouli Thero's secret
of success

Venerable Amaramouli Thero is based at the Vidya
Sagara situated at Rambadagalla, Kurunegala, Sri Lanka and
serves the people of his area.

It is a land which thrives mainly on the blessings of
abundant rain water. [Ven. Giri Methiyaave Panchasaagara
Thero was the earler chief Prelate of this small Buddhist
temple. He died in an accident on the 26th of November
1988 in Indonesia. Venerable Amaramouli Thero took over
the leadership of this temple from that time onwards.

His loving, compassionate and comforting words
brought many people close to him. The number of students
attending the religious classes on Sundays continued to
increase and parents were happy. The popularity of his
Sunday school continued to increase making the parents very
happy. Venerable Amaramouli Thero would have a friendly
conversation with the students every Sunday.

There were very little funds available in that small
rural and remote temple. Donations that were received were
just enough to meet the minimum needs. When Venerable
Amaramouli Thero decided to undertake this monumental
project, the villagers were very skeptical. Invoking Buddha
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inside his heart, the Thero was taking the efforts courageously
forward. Whatever little money he had in his hands dwindled
day by day. '

He appealed to the businessmen in Kurunegala area
for funds. The effort was not entirely fruitful. He continued
his crusade to raisc funds. There were many failures and
rejections. He refused to give up. Every blood cell in his
body was pulsating with the thought, '‘Buddha statuc! Buddha
Statue!”

There are several examples on how the® power of
thought can produce unimaginable energy and action in this
world.

A celebrated devotee of the Mother Goddess Abirami in
South India wrote several famous devotional poems. One of
which aptly describes Venerable Amaramouli's predicament.

"I think of you while standing, sitting, lying, walking
Worship your lotus feet every moment"

In his waking and dream states, the Sadhu was living
and dreaming only about the Buddha statue. He lived with
this thought every moment of his life while bathing, eating,
walking, and sleeping. In the middle of all his work, he
had this gigantic Buddha weighing on him. With intense
meditation after meditation, he gathered more and more
spiritual power and the mental state necessary to take on this
gargantuan project.

He overcame the fear of running out of money and
rose up to the challenge with the strength of a lion. Wherever
he could go to ask for funds, he walked' up to them with
resilience. 'There is no room for failure - we will win', was
his mantra when he walked the field in search of funds.

He knew Lord Buddha was by his side and was
convinced that divine help will eventually get this project
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completed. Venerable Amaramouli Thero's monumental
dream became a reality on the 30th of March 2014.

The Early life of Venerable Amaramouli Thero

Why? And what is the cause or reason for certain things
to happen? These questions can never be truly answered
by anyone. In Egodamulle, a small village in Kurunegala
district, Venerable Amaramouli Thero was born as the fifth
child to Dandhusena and Dingiri amma. He had four brothers
and a sister.

He studied until grade 6 at the Iriagola Vidhyalaya
in a neighboring village. In 1959, he was admitted to the
Siddhartha Pirivena School in Kurunegala. Thereafter, he
went to Peradeniva University to pursue higher studies and
obtained his M.A. in Buddhism. From there he moved to
Rambadagalla Viharaya to render his services.

The love, compassion, empathy and kindness, he
showed from his young age attracted all towards him. Having
accepted the responsibility of Rambadagalla Viharaya in
1988, he is still managing the place successfully.
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Chapter 12

Unveiled by the President of
Sri Lanka

A dream that lasted for a decade and a half finally
became reality. The extraordinary effort. and hard work
culminated in the creation of a 67.5 feet Samadhi
Buddha statue which was carved from a single rock. The
compassionate Buddha of the rock had revealed himself. We
invited his Excellency Maithiripala Sirisena, the President of
Sri Lanka to unveil the statue.

On the 30th March 2015, the premises were filled
with thousands of people as never seen in this area before.
The loud speakers were alive in all three languages with
the stories of how the Buddha emerged in this unlikeliest of
places. The inspiring and surprisingly connected events that
transpired over several years to create the conditions for the
compassionate Lord Buddha to reveal himself astonished
listeners.

The thousands who came for the event from around
the country marveled at the magnificence of the 67.5 feet
Samadhi Buddha. However, the trials and tribulations, the
pain and sacrifices and the hard work that stood behind the
rock were not visible to onlookers.
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"Who were the people behind this monumental
creation? What did they do and how did they do it?" The
answers to these questions were not easily known,

Hence the thought arose in my mind to highlight the
events that occurred behind the rock and to document the
history of the Samadhi Buddha statue. This book is written
as a repository of the true events that occurred over the
years. The mammoth responsibility to take care of this
historically significant Samadhi Buddha now rests on the
hands of Venerable Amaramouli Thero. In the days to come,
this Buddha's might and grace will spread all over the world.

Why do things happen the way they do? How do we
bring our minds to the right path. How did an act of intolerance
that took place in a place far way change to become an act
of courage, peace and devotion in another place across
the seas? Venerable Amaramouli Thero could have easily
succumbed to lesser thoughts or fears as he spoke to those
young children all those years ago. Instead he took a tragedy
that happened somewhere else and turned it into a project of
love, inspiration and positivity, a project that brought people
from many communities, races and nationalities together for
something good.

Lord Buddha's blessings to Swaminvahansa will
always be there for him to fulfil his duty in a perfect manner.
Let us pray to Rambadagalla Samadhi Buddha to bless the
people of this country and the world with permanent peace
and happiness!
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A prayer to Lord Buddha

Oh Enlightened Lord!

Sitting beneath the shade of the Bo Tree

Guiding the right way to those who are lost

A life filled with fear - we do not want our dear Lord
Let us look beyond race and religion and

live together as one people

In our country that is but a little dot in the world

Let us together walk your path of righteousness
Where only fairness will prevail forever!

Original Tamil Poem by Mrs Kavitha Rajaratnam

English Translation by Mrs Priya Sivagananathan
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