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THE RISE OF ASURAS

Mounting his vehicle the buffolo he reached the
temple of Manikarnika when Markandeya was
_immensed in penance and prayer. Presenting
himself before the youth in most fearful form dark
complexion unruffled red hair, the canine teeth
projecting like tusks and eye burning like
carbuncles and twisting and twirling the trident in
his left hand and holding the swoop-strings on the
right, he thundered, ‘Urchin as you are, you may
be ignorant of the gravity of my job. I am
empowered to take the life of all humans-on the
expiry of the term of existence. None can therefore
prevent me from performing my task. Even the
Trinity of God’s will not interfere in my duty bound
activity”. So saying, and imagining that the youth
would not be coerced into submission, he threw
the strings in his hand round Markandeya and
pulled him towards him. Markandeya held
steadfastly the image of Shiva while his mouth
uttered prayers of surrender. Unsuccessful in his
attempt Yama fell aside like a cloud pushed by the
foot of Lord Shiva who appeared through the
Image. :

While Markandeya stood enthralled and
engulfed in surprise, Lord Shiva spoke thus: “With
your immaculate penance and endless devotion
you have proved to be a selfless adherent. As a
reward for your incomparable penance and
devotion I give you ageless life”.

The story of Markandeya illustrates the

greatness of penane with which he was able to
surpass fate and triumph over the inconceivable
Yama. There is nothing unattainable for a man
endowed with the strength of penance. Therefore
my dear children, engage yourselfin penance with
the ultimate aim of achieving godhead Thus
concluded Kasipa his sermon to his sons.

iii. Maya's Advice

As the sage closed his speech Mayadevi
laughed gently and said, "Well, learned sage that
was indeed a fine piece of moral discourse. It is
indeed an ideal advice o people of your calibre

Q/. Sivarajasingha@

who are angelical and unwordly, and who are bent
on attaining salvation. Our children are to become
unrivalled rulers on earth, achieving greatness in
every aspect of life. Greatness of life depends
mainly on two glorious things namely learning and
wealth. Considered deeply wealth is more
important than learning. Through wealth one can
achieve prominance, fame, respect and honour. It
brings you triumph and domination. Hence wealth
is pre-eminent and therefore the most desirable
object on earth! Then turning to her children she
said, having listened to my words you would have
realized what is really great and what is worth
achieving. Seek you the position that is
unconquerable and non- parallel. Only lord Shiva
the mightiest of the mighties is capable of granting
such great boons. Meditate on Him perfoming a
massive Yaga (Godward sacrifice), hither to
undone by any mortal or celestial, to invoke his
blessings. Let you be blessed my sons in such a
way that none shall harm you; none shall vanquish
you; none shall surpass you in valoun victory and
wealth" concluded MMaya. The three sons
Soorapathma, Sinhamuga and Tharaha fell
prostrate at the feet of their parents and received
their blessings.

iv. Soorapathma's yagna

"We will aspire to achieve what you desire for
us and promise to live up to your expectations",
declared Soorapatma, with the two young brothers
saying the same. They took leave forthwith
determined to follow the course directed by Maya.
Kasipa Muni still appeared to be under the spell
of Maya and expressed reluctance to leave her.
Maya told him that she was going to watch the
interests of the children and beseeched him to g0
on his own way to resume penance.

Without loss of time, Soorapathma drew a
massive plan for the Yaga. With his brothers he
set out to the Northetn region of Barath and
selected a spot in the midst of a Banian Goove.
The spot consisted of an area of 10,000 yochanas
around which he constructed a massive wall In
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the midst of the encircled area he built a huge

sacrificial pit, thousand yochanas in extent and
depth and 2 hundred and eight pits girdling the
central pit In the middle of the central pit he
installed 2 steel stake All the things required for
the performance of the sacrifice were broughtin
with the help of the mother. The Articles of
sacrificial objects included the flesh of animals like
lion, tiger, elephant, horse, buffalo and ram, ghee,
various kinds of cereals and oils perfumery like
musk and insence barks and sticks of poisonous
trees and herbs and flowers of all sorts. After
offering the preliminary poojas to all major Gods
and minor ones to appease them he started the
real performance of the sacrifice. In the already
burning fire of the pit he threw masses of flesh,
intermittently pouring jars of ghee and blood. At
intervals he put defferent cereals and flowersin to
the fire, off and on chanting various sorts of
incantations untiringly and unswervingly.
Soorapathma went on performing this ceremony
invoking the appearance of Lord Shiva. Yet Shiva
made no appearance. Dissappointed, yet
undaunted, he rose high above and suspending
himselfin heaven, began to cut slices of flesh from
his body and threw them into the sacri ficial fire.
Yet Shiva appeared not. The desperate Asura then
ran his body through the stake and fell into the pit.
Soorapathma's brothers watching this horrendous
sight decided that he had given up his life as a part
of the sacrifice and roared in lamantation at the
supposed loss of their brother. And all the men
attending on Soorapathma joined in the wail.
Sinhamuka feeling that his life was meaningless
without his elder brother decided to jump into the
fire and offer himselfup in sacrifise.

V. The Grand of Boons

The Grand Boons mean while Shiva appearing
in the form of an old decrepit sage accosted
Sinhamuka and inquired the cause of his mad
decision. Sinhamuka, in the midst of tears, told
him the woeful tale of his brother. "Console youself,
I will bring back your brother to life". So saying
Shiva (in sage's disguise) thought of Ganga the river
Goddess for a while, at which instance she came
surging and foaming, washed the feet of the Lord
in obeisance enterd the sacrificial pit. Instantly
Soorapathma arose appearing in his natural form
unhurt and unharmed by the fire. At that instance
Lord Shiva gave up disguise and appeared in his
true form. Soorapathma expressed his boundless

joy in terms of praise and prayer. Then Lord Shiva
spoke to him thus: "You have been perfoming this
yaga with the intent of seeking my grace What is it
that you desire? speak out. What you wish shall
be granted". As Brahma, Vishnu and other celestials
shook with fear at the prospect of the Asura Lord's
indomitablity and supremacy, Soorapathma
addressed Lord Shiva giving vent to his aspirations
thus:

"Oh Lord of Lords! I should be the invincible
ruler of all the worlds in the Universe with

- unquestionable authority to promote or punish

vassals including the celestials, as I desire. I should
be endowed with unperishble body. I should be
provided with weapons whose valour cannot be
surpassed even by the Lords of creation &
protection. My another request is that I should
have a vehicle that would travel faster than the
mind".

In response to the Asura's requests the Lord,
said "Of the thousand crores of worlds in the
universe, you shall be the ruler of one thousand
and eight worlds for a period of one hundred and
eight yugas (or eons)". The Lord gave a chariot as
vehicle called 'Indiragnala’ for him to visit as and
when he liked the worlds under his survey in an
instant. In addition he gave him a lion along with
several mighty weapons. The Lord gave hima
discus that was far more ferocious and powerfue
than that of Lord Vishnu. Soorapathma was
posited in the Supreme status of being the over
lord of the celestials, not to mention the humans
and the inhabitants of the other worlds. Then
addressing the brothers the Lord said: "There is
none in the whole universe except my power that
can defeat you." The brothers of Soorapathma
also were granted several boons and supremacy
over the celestials and in addition gave them
weapons bearing his name. Wishing them an
indomitable and prestigious life the Lord
disappeared.

Sukkirachariar, the counsellor of the Asura clan,
came to know of the Soorapathma's newly
acquired power and prestige. He was happy to
imagine that under the leadership of the three
brothers the Asura clan would emerge victorious
and powerful. Along with his disciples he met
soorapathma who at the very sight of his Guru fell
prostrate at his feet and made obeisance.
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