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Kanthapuranam

THE AVATAR OF
SKANDAKUMARA

Indira and the gods were happily hopeful of
the prospect of the birth of a son toSiva and
Parwathy which event they believed would
bring anend to their sufferings. But the prospect
remained an empty dream. They felt Siva had
ignored their earlier request or was indifferent
to their sufferings. They however decided to
approach Eswara once again and renew their
appealled by Vishnu. They reached Kailas and
with the kind permission of Nandhi Deva
gained admission to the Lord's presence. "What
amount of apology is needed to atone for the
disturbance we cause, we know not, Oh Lord"
they moaned. " we were fervently hoping you
would beget us a son to end our endless
suffering at the hands of the Asuras. Delay not
any more our Lord in granting our request,”
they pleaded. ’

Easwara cast a benign look over the celestials
and said " Your request shall be granted

forthwith". As the devas sat watching spell -

bound, he took a new appearence with six
faces. Now from each eye on the forehead of
each of the faces there emanated a fire spark.
Since those sparks were produced to bring
good to the lives, they did no harm to Asuras.
However their dazzling brightness and fierce
heat made Umadevi tremble with fear . She
was so scared that she withdrew from the spot.
Meanwhile the sparks flew on all directions
vomiting our great mass of heat. The celestials
in great fear implored the Lord to call them
back to His place. Siva accordingly summoned
them to His presence. Then he called upon the

V. SIVARAJASINGAM

Gods of air and fire and bid them to carry the
sparks and put them in river Ganga which
would then take them to Saravana Pond. On
hearing these words the two Gods were panic -
sticken. They fell at Siva's feet and with great
trepidation said. 'Forgive us O Lord for daring
to speak. The fire born of the sparks that spread
far and wide with great vehemence threatening
to consume the entire earth a few seconds
before, now lies inactive because of your grace
and power. How can we bear such deadly
sparks. Even the very thought of approaching
them seems to scorch our hearts.”" Lord Siva
graciously smiled and told them. He would
give them enough strength enabling them to
carry the sparks till they are deposited in the
river. The two Gods agreed. Meanwhile Lord
Siva told the celestials. "Once the sparks reach
the Saravana Pond, they will together burgeon
as a child who will grow up as Muruka and
destroy the entire Asura clan. Now bury your
worries in meditation and return to your
respective places."

Gangadevi received the sparks with care and
regard and delivered them unto Saravana Pond
as Siva willed it. There the sparks glowed like
radiant lotus flowers. The flowers transformed
themselves into six beautiful faces bearing
which appeared a child glowing with divine
effulgence.

It was indeed the Absolute, the Supreme one
without begining or end the one that is at once
formless and manifesting in form that true



Brahma that came into being as Sri Muruka
possessing six beautiful faces and twelve arms
and eternal light for the body.

The omnipresent Lord who is beyond the reach
of words the mind and the scriptures, appeared
as six - faced Kumara (The eternal child) resting
or a sweet smelling lotus flower amidst the
Saravana Pond.

The celestials were overwhelmed with joy.
Brahma, Vishnu and Indira summoned the
Pleiad sisters and said "The six - headed Lord
Muruga is staying in the form of a child in
Saravana Pond. Itis our request that you suckle
and bring him up.They gladly consented and
approaching the Pond they stood amazed losing
them selves in admiration of the ineffable
beauty of the child. Aware of the intention of
the celestial sisters he abandoned his present
form with the view to granting their yearning
and appeared before them as six different
children, one gently crawling another toddling,
yet another swimming in the pond, the fourth
resting on the flower, the fifth one leaping to
reach them and the sixth falling inits attempt to
leap.

When Umadevi ran in fear, unable to bear the
heat of the sparks that appeared from Lord
Siva's eyes the nine precious stones fell from
her anklets. Finding in them the beautiful
reflection, Umadevy the Lord he spread his
gracious look upon them and they stood
transformed into nine maidens, who got their
names after the stones with Umadevi's
magnanimity they became pregnant and each
of them gave birth to a child called Manicka
Valli bore a son called Veerabahu and other
sisters produced eight sons. The young knights
who appeared thus, fell at the feet of Siva and
Umadevi who bestowed their blessings on them
all. '

Siva then invited his consort Uma to go with

him to saravana pond to take Balakumar to
MountKailas. Uma consenting, they leftKailas,
reached mount Himalayas and approached the
saravanapond wherein they found their darling
child appearing in six different forms. Mother
Uma was so enchanted by the charming and
resplendent appearence of the six forms that
she got down into the pond and embraced with
delight all the six tiny tots with her tender
hands, there by transforming them into one
lovely child bearing six faces and twelve arms.
Just as all the saktis (energies) are combined

. into one, so also the six forms became united

into one. Thereby Kumara obtained the name
Skanda. After being brought to mount Kailas,
Kumara was found to loiter about the slopes of
the mountain to play in groves and gardens, trot
along riversides and bathe in water - falls. He
would sometimes appear one - faced, somtimes
as a six faced child. He would sometimes
appear, alad, abowman and Brahmin watching
the frolicsome gambols of lies son, Siva spoke
of the prowess of his son to Uma, "Since
Ganga carried our son born of my eyes, he is
known as Gangeya, as he grew upin the saravana
pond, he has got the name Saravana bava,
because of his being breastfed by the place
sisters, he is called Karthikeya. Consequent on
your uniting of his six forms into one, he has
received the appallation Skanda. Itis from my
six faces representing Pranava (The Primeval
sound) and Panchchara (the five letters) that he
gothis (six countenances. The Sadakshara( six
letters in his name sara vanaba va) are but the
combination of Pravana the Primeval letter and
Panchchara ( five letters viz Na ma si va ya
). Hence Shanmuga is the embodimentof my
sakti. There is no distinction between myself
and Himself. He and I are one entity. He is
omnipresent like me. He is omniscient though
he appears a child. He is capable of bestowing
wealth, knowledge and grace on those who
worship him. There will be an occasion when
Skanda would question Brahma to explain the



meaning of Pranava, the source of scriptures.
Brahma would blink with ignorance.

Our son would then strike him on the head, put
himin prison and would himself undertake the
function of creation for a considerable period.
He would then defeat and destroy, Tharak
asura ( the elephant headed) Sinhamukasura

(the lion faced) and Sura - Pathma the Lordof
the Asuras and redeem the celestials from
frolldom restoring to them their heavenly pelf
and positions.

Umadevi was highly pleased to hear of the
prowess of her son eulogized by the father.
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