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Cathedrals of the Roman Catholic Church in Sri Lanka

¢ St. Josephs Cathedral in Anuradhapura # St. Mary’s Cathedral, Jaffna

¢ St. Mary’s Cathedral in Badulla
# St. Mary’s Cathedral, Batticaloa
¢ St. Mary’s Cathedral in Chilaw
+ St. Lucia’s Cathedral, Colombo

* St Maﬁ&%&ﬂ%@/rﬁ%g@u&% Foundation.

noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

¢ St. Anthony’s Cathedral in Kandy

¢ St. Anne’s Cathedral in Kurunegala

¢ St. Sebastian’s Cathedral, Mannar

¢ Cathedral of Sts. Peter and Paul in Ratnapura
¢ St. Mary’s Cathedral in Trincomalee
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Encourage children to Participate...

his article is to find

a way to inspire the
Tamil children attend
Tamil mass more
willingly. Children
tend to go to English
mass however 1 want
to change that so I
have validated some
tips down below, these
are purely my own
experience and views...

@ Priests could talkina
child-friendly manner
so we can understand.
eg. Homily-some chil-
dren do not understand

@ Using a few English
words will help us
understand.

@ Priests should talk

SIOWIY S(biéltﬂlz’émnxlﬂéﬁam Foundgtion.
take tin{@ol@bamfgd:@gyanaham.%

the information priests
have said.

@ Priests should make
the duration of the
mass shorter and make
it understandable to
everyone.

Youth
Yananshika
marathas
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A BRIEF HISTORY - THE ROMAN CATHOL

he Shrine of Our Lady at Walsingham

was established in 1061 when,
according to the text of the Pynson Ballad
(c 1485), Richeldis de Faverches prayed that
she might undertake some special work
in honour of Our Lady. In answer to her
prayer, the Virgin Mary led her in spirit to
Nazareth, showed her the house where the
Annunciation occurred, and asked her to
build a replica in Walsingham to serve as
a perpetual memorial of the Annunciation.

This Holy House was built and a religious
community took charge of the foundation.
Although we have very little historical
material from this period, we know that
with papal approval the Augustinian
CanonsbuiltaPriory (¢ 1150). Walsingham
became one of the greatest Shrines in
Medieval Christendom.

AFTER THE REFORMATION

|

n 1538, the Reformation caused the Priory property to
King's Commissioners and the famous statue of Our La

taken to London and burnt. Nothing remains today of the ori

18

marked on the lawn in “The Abbey Grounds” in the villag

After the destruction of the Shrine, Walsingham ceased to b
Devotion was necessarily in secret until after Catholic Ema
public expressions of faith were allowed.

THE CHAPEL IS RESTORED

n 1896 Charlotte Pearson Boyd purchased the 14th centt
last of the wayside chapels en-route to Walsingham, and

use.

In 1897 by rescript of Pope Leo XIII, the sanctuary of Ou
was restored with the building of a Holy House as the Lady
Church of the Annunciation, King’s Lynn.

PILGRIMAGES BEGIN AGAIN IN 1897
The Guild of Our Lady of Ransom, brought the firs

Walsingham on 20th August 1897. Visits to the Slippe

frequent, and as the years passed devotion and the number o

y Noo
org(

THE NATIONAL SHRINE OF OUR LADY FOR ROM
ENGLAND

n 19th August 1934, Cardinal Bourne and Bishop La
Bishops of England and Wales, together with 10,000

Chapel. At this pilgrimage, the Slipper Chapel was declared t
of Our Lady for Roman Catholics in England.

DURING THE WAR YEARS
Walsingham was a restricted zone and closed

to visitors, but many service men and women

showed interest in the Shrine. On May 17th 1945,
the American Forces organised the first Mass in the
Priory grounds since the Reformation.

THE FIRST STUDENT CROSS PILGRIMAGE

his and the great Cross Carrying Pilgrimage for
Peace, Penance and Prayer in 1948 began tradi-

tions that continue today. Each year Student Cross
still walk to the Shrine during Holy Week.

Between 1968 and 2015 the Marist Fathers had the
care of the shrine and, with the Marist Sisters and

ham Foundation. . — 5 e
ens;rweregresponsible for the ministry to pilgrims.
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HOLIC NATIONAL SHRINE, WALSINGHAM

rty to be handed over to the
Jur Lady of Walsingham was
the original shrine, but its site
> village.

d t0 be a place of pilgrimage.
¢ Emancipation (1829) when

1 century Slipper Chapel, the
), and restored it for Catholic

of Our Lady of Walsingham
> Lady Chapel of the Catholic

e first public pilgrimage to
Slipper Chapel became more
nber of pilgrimages increased.

ROMAN CATHOLICS IN

op Lawrence Youens led the
0,000 pilgrims to the Slipper
ared to be the National Shrine

With the appointment of the last Marist Shrine Director, Rt. Rev Alan
Williams SM as Bishop of Brentwood, the Society was unable to provide
a successor and Cardinal Vincent Nichols and the Bishop's Conference of
England and Wales appointed Monsignor John Armitage as Rector of the
National Shrine. The Marist Sisters and various secular priests continue
their ministry at the Shrine

THE SLIPPER CHAPEL STATUE GOES TO WEMBLEY

uring the Visit of Pope John Paul II to England in 1982, the Slipper

Chapel Statue was taken to Wembley Stadium and was carried around
the stadium prior to the Papal Mass preceded by The Director of the Roman
Catholic Shrine (Fr Clive Birch sm) and the Administrator of the Anglican
Shrine (Rev Christopher Colven).

MORE MODERN DEVELOPMENTS

he Shop, cafe and offices at the

Shrine were de veloped in
1988. Later developments have
improved the facilities,
and  although  the
Mass intentions office
remains in the cloister,
the cloisterareaitselfhas
become a temporary
Candle Sanctuary,
and the provision for
Holy Water is now §
to the right side of &
the Shrine grounds §
beneath the trees. p
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With the appointment of Mgr Armitage, a ten million pou: 1
Development Appeal was announced. For information about
this see the Appeal section of the web-site. :

THE ANNUNCIATION WINDOW

In 1997 there were celebrations to mark the centenary of

the first post-reformation pilgrimage which took place on
20th August 1897. One of the lasting legacies of the centenary
celebrations is the Annunciation Window in the Slipper Chapel
which was a gift of the Guild of Our Lady of Ransom, whose
forebears had organised the 1897 pilgrimage. The affairs of the
Guild are now administered from the Offices of the National
Shrine

PILGRIMAGES TODAY

he Shrine now attracts some 150,000 pilgrims during the

pilgrimage season with about 35 Major Pilgrimages from
Catholic, Diocesan or Ethnic groups and Catholic Societies
or Associations as well as many Parish and Overseas groups.
At present our largest Pilgrimages are those of the Tamil
community who come each May (¢.6,000) and again in July
with about 15,000 pilgrims, some being Christian and some
Hindu in faith. The Syro-Malabar community bring about
5,000 pilgrims on their National Pilgrimage in July

THE BASILICA OF OUR LADY OF WALSINGHAM

n the Feast of the Holy Family, 2015, during Pontifical

Mass in the Chapel of Our Lady of Reconciliation at the
Shrine, Bishop Alan Hopes read out a document from the
Vatican, stating that Pope Francis was pleased to confer the title
of Minor Basilica on the Shrine. There are only three sites with
that title in England, the other two being St Chad's Cathedral
in Birmingham and Downside Abbey Church.

THE RC PARISH CHURCH OF THE ANNUNCIATION

In April 2005 the local RC Parish Church of the Annunciation
(a 1950 temporary structure) in Walsingham village
was demolished, and a beautiful new Church with twice the
capacity built on the site. Because of its use by pilgrims resident
at Elmham House, the Roman Catholic accommodation, the
Shrine was instrumental in raising a great deal of the £1,345,000
needed for this project. The Church was consecrated by Bishop
Michael Evans of East Anglia on 24th March 2006, and the
Tower Sculpture was blessed by his successor Bishop Alan
Hopes on May 4th 2017 marking thagmm@l})@n‘ﬂom(eubﬁm}mqmtta}

noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

BafF&chAmma
Ui aflof&and
&ﬁnﬁr_@ﬁnm_n'LL&
quTUL&ALD

sl s CeuFseidlens UbILl e
&6il S GFUsmenT. 55CHME0ES DHLD 6renT
Ul Slettemusd SUIGHDE. SIBEH SHeuenud
EMihe UsSIflensss SUFalEDTaT eumis
emGHHEMeN  LIWeITU(BSHS  LDMMEUT  LDETTRI
semall Crnaelug LUsSIflens:se LS.

L1360 SFEny  GepelipGunsd) HIif
euns 2 milfleniimennsd  usotfiufleud &
LDM&DT SMFILLDEDAD. SleUibhelg) SIGHMEleD &b
BILIged LOlspoHaD. SHULlah HRiser
Cruwb. GELUL. LwesorGHILD. eunHEMED
Semey  6160RINMD  EIFEUAILNIGEI  HRIHEDET
Simiuertfies  HLeYEHHOH  Ustofismws
QFUIE eUMHLAITHemeT WWHUIUGDHE USHlns
Seundliugl OURWESTH GHOLMGLD. LD
MILD SeleusmEHITeT 2 _RIGHET 61600600
semen EHellLeUTTSHET 2_MIG6T ClUWemyH
GUUUL GeueotT(BELD Hedly  Uewofllus D&
el elet1d  GUILUBENS SHeviIeshe5Ha5HE!
SEARIGST FFWTHLIMRISHEN. Heatn!

- aflipsd

Geau LbILbN® £_JLDMelT £ _ThiGemeMLDd 2 il
6MGHHED [FEOTOINLIL 60T BIEmeTSHE. ..

6IDEE ShHEHIPD 2THHWPLD BHS 6LWH
SENTHET.  CUEBHHOEHET OEONTHIH
1S OlemerTeudbeEGLD  Hamll.  SFaehd
EmBENIW  SILMGGRISNE QESHIIPHS
LHULGEGIW  ShUeunsMI&ehoH@GLD  LDsoT
LMiGs FEedll. hnb  SFFehdensdhd
REHEMDEHS. SememHE  SeDe0NsTHEns
@D LDETLDTTES [Beimi. Semay SiemanTEems
WD ESHMSS, OHETUTENGS ShevoLel
eofledl UNSMisemsl Uetolibgl. eTebeomy L
(b SleugnisGa eTenT HeiTiLetr srevofls
&M GHCDLD.

I CUTHBHID SevaniL O - o



http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

h

ShenamoTL

Holy water

- A means

of spiritual
wealth

HOI}-’ Water is a Sacra-
mental that remits
venial sin, Because of the
blessing attached to it, Holy
Church strongly urges its
use upon Her children,
especially when dangers
threaten, such as fire,

sickness and calamities.
Every Catholic home
should have always in it a
supply of Holy Water.

WE DO NOT TAKE
ADVANTAGE OF THE
BENEFITS DERIVED
FROM HOLY WATER

S8 sEsnekbs Spails Laius snonaiG S | (BEMITEREIT 11
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LET US CULTIVATE
FROM ITS USE
Untold spiritual wealth is
concentrated in a tiny drop

of blessed water.

AND WE GIVEIT SO
LITTLE THOUGHT
Did we realise now, as we
shall realise after death
the many benefits which
may be derived from Holy
Water, we would use it far
more frequently, and with
greater faith and reverence?
Holy Waters has its great
power and efficacy from
the prayers of the Church
which its Divine Founder
always accept with compl-

acency.

These are some of the
petitions the Priest makes
to God when he blesses
water.

O God - grant that this
creature of Thine (water)
may be endowed with
divine grace to drive away
evilsandtocastoutdiseases,
that whatever in the house
or possession of the faithful
may be sprinkled by this
water, may be freed from
everything unclean, and
delivered from what is
hurtful. Let everything
that threatens the safety
or peace of the dwellers
therein be banished by the
sprinkling of the water, so
that health which they seek
by calling upon Thy Holy
Name be guarded from all
assault.

THE HOLY SOULS
LONG FORIT
Only in Purgatory can one
understand how ardently
a poor soul longs for Holy
Water. If we desire to make
a host of intercessors for
ourselves, let us try to
some of their

yearnings, and never forget
them at Holy Water font.
The holy souls nearest
to heaven may need the
sprinkling of only one
drop to release their pining
souls.

REMITS VENIAL SINS
Because ~ Holy  Water
is one of the Church’s
sacramentals, it remits
venial sin. Keep your soul
beautifully pure in God’s
sight by making the sign
of the cross carefully while
saying:

“By this Holy Water and by
Thy precious blood wash
away all my sins, O Lord.”

Thomas O’ Leary
Bishop of Springfield.

PRAYERS EFFECTIVE
These prayers ascend to
heaven each tie you take
Holy Water and sprinkle
a drop either for yourself
or for another, whether he
be present or absent and
God’s blessings descend for
soul and body.

DISPEL THE DEVIL
The devil hates Holy Water
because of its power over
him. He cannot long abide
in a place or near a person
that is often sprinkled with
this blessed water.

ARE YOUR DEAR
ONES LIVING AT A
DISTANCE?

Holy Water sprinkled with
faith and piety, can move
the Sacred Heart to bless
your loved ones and protect
them from all harm of soul
and body.When worry and
fear take possessions of
vour hear hasten to your
Holy Water font, and give
your dear ones the benefit

of the Church’s prayer m
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Let no one have contempt for your youth,
but set an example for those who believe.

in speech. conduct, love. faith. and purity.
- 1 Timothy 4:12
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Bishop’s House,

P O Box No. 02,

Jaffna, Sri Lanka
poompuhar@hotmail.com
00947506662755

Dear Friends,

And so here I am at last in my home diocese of Jaffna beginning a new phase in F#
my ministry. It is already five weeks and before I get down to serious business, I wanted §
to write these few lines to say how deeply appreciative I am of all of your very friendly £
and generous assistance and support over the years of my ministry there among you in
London. &

I had been visiting Jatfna almost every other year and I am well aware of the changes
that have taken place over the past 30 years. I am again assigned the same Parish I |

served before I came to London in 1987. The people were driven out 28 years ago
and the entire area had since been out of bounds for the civilians. When finally under |
pressure from the UN, they were allowed to go back. There are no houses or landmark §
institutions for the people to locate their own land and property. They are returning
literally to an area of utter desolation with no churches, convents, schools, and other §
institutions for the people who themselves have to start from the scratch. L

The Palaly Army Camp, the Airport and the KKS harbour are all located within the
Parish boundaries. This explains why the security forces are reluctant to leave this area.
The sections of land allowed for the people put together is less than one sixth of what B
they inhabited earlier. The rest has become the property of the security forces and is frustrating to see how they h’we
dev elopcd these areas for themselves.

[ am therefore embarking on a mission to rebuild and rehabilitate a whole community left devastated by the confiscation
of land belong to our people. It appears so difficult and challenging for me when it is normally time to take matters
easy at this age of what should be my retirement.

Taken at the purely human level, my return does not seem a wise one at all for a number of reasons, but having
praverfully discerned over the suggestion from my former parishioners and in consultation with the Bishop and
senior Priests, I have accepted their encouraging welcome back to the Diocese.

My health, particularly my eyes are relatively in good order although I have age related ailments to contend with. Yet I
hope to be able in some way to satisfy the aspirations of a people trying to re-claim and live in their traditional homes,
community and environment holding on to their Catholic beliefs and culture. The task before me is enormous but I
am confident and hopeful that the Divine Master will lead and guide me through in satisfying the aspirations of these
people entrusted to me. Please do keep us in your prayers.

I thank every one of you sincerely once again, for all your friendship and support.

God be with you until we meet again By His counsels guide and uphold you With his sheep securely fold you
God be with every one of you till we meet again.

Yours in Christ Jesus,

Fo#F e

_-v—"-

(Rev. Fr. TE.T. Rajan)
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