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Gandhiji Speech at
Sir Ramanathan Girls’ School

November 29, 1927
From The Hindu, 2.12.1927

It has given me great joy indeed to be able to come here this morning as if to put
a finishing touch to the whole round of visits to different scholastic institutions in
Jaffna. The exquisite taste and simplicity with which the whole of this ceremony
has been arranged this morning, [ assure you, has not escaped my observation. I
appreciate also the generous purse of Rs.1,111/- which too unlike most purses is
given in a khadi bag. To crown all, Lady Ramanathan has placed in my hands a kind
telegram from Sir P. Ramanathan who himself is unable to attend this function.
I should have always regretted if I had not been able to visit this institution, the
monument of Sir Ramanathan’s generosity and thoughtfulness. Lady Ramanathan
had furnished me very considerately with an advance copy of your address and the
report of this institution and two copies of your magazine.

Your promise in your address that you are going to observe this day as an annual
function and devote it to collections for khadi work has touched me to the heart. I
know that this is no idle promise on your part, but that you are going to fulfil that
promise religiously. If the famishing millions on whose behalf I am touring could
possibly understand this determination on the part of their sisters, I know it will
gladden their hearts, but you will be pained to be informed by me that these dumb
millions in whose behalf you have given me this purse and so many purses have
been given in Ceylon would not even understand such things, if | attempted to tell
them. No description that I can give you of their miserable life can possibly give you
a proper perspective of what that position means.

This immediately brings me to the question - what are you to do for these and
such people. It is easy enough to suggest a little more simplicity, a little more
hardness in life, but that would be merely tinkering with the question. Thoughts
and thoughts like this brought me to the spinning- wheel. I said to myself, as I say
to you now, that if you could but establish a living link between those famishing
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millions and yourselves, there is some hope for you, for them and for the world.
Religious instruction you have, and very properly, in this institution. You have got
also a beautiful temple. I see from your time-table that you begin the day by offering
worship, all of which is good and elevating, but it may easily amount to a beautiful
ceremonial and nothing else if that worship is not translated day after day into
some practical work. So, I say, in order to follow out that act of worship, take up
the spinning-wheel, sit at it for half an hour and think of those millions that I have
described to you and say in the name of God: ‘I spin for the sake of them'’. You will
find at once, if you do it with your heart, with knowledge, that you are the humbler
and the purer for that real act of devotion. If you will dress not for show, but for
covering your limbs, you will certainly not have any hesitation in wearing khadi and
establish that bond between you and the millions. This is not all that [ want to say
to the girls of this institution.

If you will be deserving of the care and attention that Sir Ramanathan has
bestowed upon you and that is being bestowed upon you by Lady Ramanathan
and the staff working under her care, you will have to do many more things. [ saw
in your magazines mention made with some degree of pardonable pride of what
some of the old schoolgirls had been doing. I saw notices after this style. So and so
married so and so - four or five notices. There is, | know, nothing wrong in a girl
who has come of age, about 25 or even 22 years old, in getting married. But [ miss
in these notices a single mention of a girl who had dedicated herself to service only.
So, I propose to tell you what I told the girls of His Highness the Maharaja’s College
for Girls in Bangalore that we get a poor return for the great efforts that are being
made by educationists and by layish charities, if you all become mere dolls and
disappear from life as soon as you are discharged from such institutions. A vast
majority of girls disappear from public life as soon as they are discharged from
schools and colleges. You of this institution have no such business. You have the
example of Miss Emery and the example of others who have been super- intending,
and who have been, if I am not speaking incorrectly, maidens. Every girl, every
Indian girl is not born to marry. I can show many girls who are today dedicating
themselves to service instead of serving a single man. It is high time that Hindu girls
produce or reproduce an edition, and if possible a glorified edition, of Parvati and
Sita. You claim to be Saivites. You know what Parvati did. She did not spend money
for a husband, nor would she allow herself to be bought, and she today adors the
Hindu firmament by being classed with one of the seven satis not because of the
degrees in an educational institution that she received, but because of her unheard-
of tapasya. Here I understand that there is the fateful system of dowry whereby it
becomes most difficult for young women to get suitable matches. The grown-up
girls - some of you are grown up are expected to resist all such temptations. If you
will resist these evil customs, you will, some of you, have to begin by remaining
maidens either for life, or at least for a number of years. Then, when it is time for
you to marry, and you feel that you must have a partner in life, you will not be in
thirst of one who has money, or fame, or beauty of person, but you will be in search
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of one even as Parvati was, one who has got all the matchless qualities which can go
to make good character. You know how Naradji described Siva to Parvati - a mere
pauper smeared with ashes, no handsomeness about him and a brahmachari; and
Parvati said - that is my husband. You won’t have several editions of Siva unless
some of you will be content to offer tapas, not for thousands of years as Parvati
did. We frail human beings cannot afford to do it, but you can do so at least during
your lifetime. If you will accept these conditions, you will refuse to disappear in the
kingdom of dolls, but will aspire to be satis like Parvati, Damayanti, Sita and Savitri.
Then and not till then, in my humble opinion, will you have deserved an institution
of this character. May God fire you with this ambition, and if you are inspired, may
He help you to realize this ambition.

The Collected Works of Mahatma Gandhi, Vol XXXV, Ministry of information and broadcasting
Government of India, 1969.

Letter from Lady R.L. Ramanathan

Ramanathan College
Chunnakam
14th December 1928

Revered Sir,

[ trust that your health and that of our dear mother is good. May God keep
you from all sorrow! You have both lived in our hearts ever since your brief stay
here. The 29th of November was the day on which you both rested beneath our
humble roof last year, and this year we celebrated this anniversary of that day
and devoted it to you and mother and gathered our mite for the beggin bowl of
our Dharidra Narayana. We have so far collected Rs.1200/- but as much people
have asked us to wait for another week before sending it. I expect we shall get
a little more. We place our offering at your feet. It won’t go far amongst those
starving millions, but may it be a help to some. At least let it be an expression
of our devotion and deep desire to help you in this endless work you have
undertaken to do.

With our kindest wishes for the good health of mother and yourself; and the
good workers and devotees.

Yours sincerely,
R.L. Ramanathan
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Letter to Lady R. L. Ramanathan'

The Ashram,
Sabarmati
December 30, 1928

Dear Friend,

[ have your touching letter. It revived all the memories of my visit to your
college?. The handsome collection made by you should be sent to Sabarmati
which I reach about the 6th of January.

Yours sincerely,

Lady Ramanathan,
Ramanathan College,
Chunnakam (Ceylon)

1. Lady R.L. Ramanathan (1875-1953) was born in Australia, married Sir
Ponnambalam Ramanathan and devoted herself to women’s education;
a Theosophist and student of Eastern Philosophy; the ‘L’ in her name
stood for Lilavati.

2. On November 29, 1927. On the anniversary of that event, the college
collected Rs.1,200/- to be sent to Gandhiji.
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Letter from Lady R.L. Ramanathan

57 Ward Place Colombo
Ceylon
7th January 1929

Revered Sir,

Your second letter - to me a blessing beyond words reached me today. |
am enclosing a Bank Draft for Rs.1560/- which is the amount collected by the
Shaiva Mangaiyar Sabai for the anniversary of your visit on 29th November
in aid of your Khadi Fund. We forward it with our greetings to you all. Our
constant prayer is for your good health and peace, and strength to carrying
the load you have taken up. We daily watch for news of you, and read all
your words with joy. May our beloved India rise to your ideal. How glad I am
that Sarojini Devi® has gone forth to help India and the world! How deeply I
appreciate Mirabai Devi’s? devoted work! May God keep them both in health
and strength and devotion, and may our service grow to be like theirs.

Yours sincerely,
R.L. Ramanathan

PS. I return to college on 15th inst. Just now we have vacation.

1. Sarojini Naidu (1879-1949), poet and patriot; President of the Congress
1925; Governor of Uttar Pradesh 1947-1949.

2. Mirabehn.
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Indian Music in Schools

Lady Ramanathan

Indian music has become very popular in the Schools in Madras. Every Indian
School of any standing there has a music teacher on the staff, and the Schools have
publicdemonstrations of their music. These demonstrations have been held annually
for five years now. To quote from the last annual demonstration programme.-

“The object of these Annual Demonstrations of Indian music is to bring about
a gradual improvement in the standard of performance and a finer appreciation
of classical music. By periodically inviting the co-operation of the public and by
encouraging healthy emulation among the various schools and by prescribing as
much as possible classical pieces for study, this object is being gradually achieved.

“This is the fifth Annual Demonstration of school music contributed by the
Indian Schools of Madras. The first event took place on 27th February, 1930, and
within this short period the Demonstrations have already proved their utility. They
have also helped to emphasize the necessity of including music as a subject in the
school curriculum, and of providing a qualified music teacher on the staff of each
school. The extent to which music as a school subject can be developed depends
very much on the possibilities it provides for group work rather than individual
work, and it is this aspect that the organisers of the demonstration are trying to
develop at present.

“Each year shows progress in some direction. This year the advance is in the
orchestral side. The pieces selected are more ambitious and represent a higher
standard of attainment. This has been made possible by the issue of a printed copy
of the pieces in sa ri ga ma notation to each performer for individual study and
practice. The Orchestra this year consists of 51 instruments. The total number of
performers, vocal and instrumental is 167.

“Owing to the keen interest taken and the large number of schools anxious to
take part, it has been necessary to limit the demonstration to secondary schools.
It is hoped to organize later in the year, a separate demonstration for Elementary
schools.”
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The programme of the 1935 demonstration consisted of compositions by
celebrated composers such as Muthuswami Dikshitar and Tyagaraja, and were
rendered very creditably considering the performers were all the school children.
They had not the finished grace of Tagore’s school, but they had a charm and grace
all their own. At the end of the concert, which was held in the Museum Theatre,
Lady Marjorie Erskine congratulated the pupils on their performance which she
said she had enjoyed and she hoped that all had enjoyed it as much as she had.
She also congratulated Prof. P. Sambamoorthi on his excellent organisation of
the entertainment, as its success was very largely due to his tireless work, and
perseverance in encouraging the schools to participate and leading them as
regards their selections. He conducted the performance throughout. Every item
was a classical one, and every school had kept to that high level. The instruments
used consisted of vinas, tamburs, violins, flutes and a little drum. It was a delight
to find that only one school had resorted to the use of the harmonium, on account
of which their voices were hard, their music loud, and out of proper tune. Mr.
Champion, Director of Public Instruction, in proposing a vote of thanks to Lady
Marjorie Erskine, said that the three noteworthy features of the concert were the
perfect tonal pitch, the unison of voice and orchestra and the rhythmic modulation
of the voice. He had heard Indian music rendered by the girls in schools for the last
twenty-five years and would say without hesitation that the music they had that
day marked a very great step forward, and he would also say, a revolutionary step
forward brought about by the enthusiasm of Prof. Sambamoorthi. The music they
heard was of a very high quality. He hoped that the movement started in Madras
would spread over the Presidency. The presence of Lady Marjorie Erskine and her
appreciative reference would encourage them to go still further and the speaker
expressed on behalf of those present their thanks to her.

This Demonstration was indeed a revelation as to what can be done by schools
as regards group work and the rendering of the very difficult classical Indian Music.
At the close of the performance the whole group of students numbering 167, sang
“God Save the King” together in excellent time and tune.

Ramanathan College Magazine, 1936, Vol.9-No.1
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TRIBUTES TO DR. LADY RAMANATHAN

Portrait Unveiled by
Dr. C. W. W. Kannangara

“I am what I am today due to my long association with the late Sir Ponrambalam
Ramanathan” said Sir Waitilingam Duraiswamy, Speaker of the State Council, while
presiding at the unveiling of the portrait of Dr. Lady Ramanahan at the Ramanathan
College, Chunnakam, on Wednesday the 5th inst. by Dr. C. W. W. Kannangara,
Minister of Education and Pro-Chancellor of the University of Ceylon, who, in the
course of his speech, asked What would have been the position of higher education
in Ceylon to-day had Sir Ponnambalam not lived? What would have been national
education in this country if he did not give a start to it thirty years ago among your
girls?”

Ininviting Dr. Kannangara to unveil the portraitof Dr. Lady Ramanathan, President
of the Ramanathan College, presented by the staff and students of the College, Sir
Wiaitilingam said that his association with Sir Ponnambalam and Lady Ramanathan
was a long one and he had spent a most pleasant time with them participating in a
small measure in the labours they were engaged in. Sir Ponnambalam was a great
teacher in every aspect of his life from the highest to the lowest problems of life. He
was full of his regard, respect and admiration to Lady Ramanathan who was bearing
a heavy burden of the work started by Sir Ponnambalam and was carrying on that
stupendous work with joy, courage, pleasure and devotion. Sir Ponnambalam, the
speaker continued, came to know Dr. Kananangara in 1923 when the letter entered
the Legislative Council and one day told him (the speaker) “Here is a promising
young man. His speech is ringing with sincerity”. The steaker had keenly watched
the Doctor’s work as Minister of Education who had admirers as well as opponents
and whenever he raised violent criticism he easily overcame them. The speaker
had great pleasure in inviting the Minister of Education and Pro chancellor of the
University of Ceylon to unveil the portrait of a great personage.

Dr. Kannangara’s Address

[ regard this pleasant duty today as one of the greatest I have performed in
my life. I accepted the invitation with some hesitation as it struck me that some
pronouncement would be expected of me on educational matters on an occasion
like this and it would be subjected to much criticism. However, | must say something
about the baby which is supposed to be of my creation and Which has surprised the
world. I know that that report of the Special Committee on Education, although it
has raised a lot of interest and opposition, is bound to be accepted. You know the
story of the five blind beggars who touched and felt an elephant and described it
in different ways without getting a proper conception of what it was because they
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were all blind. Let the critics’ blindness be cured and they will see what the Report
really stands for

While doing the pleasant duty [ am entrusted with I must say why I stand here
today. It was in 1911 [ came to know Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan first. I had
heard and read of him before but it was when he came forward as a candidate for
the Educated Ceylonese seat I came to know him more closely and formed the
opinion that he was the most educated man in the Island. Again after entering the
Legislative Council day by day my admiration grew for that great Ceylonese. As an
orator he was not to be touched by any man in the Island. Even in the future he
cannot be easily touched. As a philosopher, lawyer and statesman he was in the
first rank. In the educational world he occupied a unique position not to be reached
by anybody. Just imagine what would have happened to higher education in this
country had Sir Ponnambalam not lived. What would Have been national education
in this country if he did not give a start to it 30 years ago among your girls?

When Sir Poanambalam asked the Government for a building grant for his two
colleges it was a new request, Why did he do it? It was to create a precedent for
other schools as well. Besides the Government grant be obtained not a cost of
anybody else’s money went towards the buildings All his wealth was devoted to
the two colleges | understand that he originally wanted to build two Hindu Colleges
in Colombo and that it was Lady Ramanathan who by peaceful persuasion made
him alter his plans and build in Jaffna. What has she done now? After the demise
of her husband she bare the burden herself and has gone through all trials and
tribulations. She has really gone through hell to come to this heaven. The girls’
college today has over 350 pupils and requires extension. The boys’ college also
is growing steadily. At national institutions where children are brought up in their
own national traditions this is wonderful achievement. It is fortunate that Lady
Ramanathan is ably assisted in her work by her daughter and son-in- law. It is time
we stopped aping the Westerners. We have aped them too much.

Lady Ramanathan did not come to this country to destroy. She came to build.
Generations will bless her. An eternal glory and credit to her educational, social,
cultural and religious contribution to this country! What is the meaning of hanging
one’s portrait on the wall? According to a Sinhalese poet of 1400 A. D. the figure
in the portrait always tells you “In prosperity and adversity, in pain and comfort,
[ am always with you”. That figure never turns its back on you. When you look at
this portrait Lady Ramanathan’s eternal smile will cheer you and comfort you.
Those who carry on her work after her will not miss even a hundredth part of her
enthusiasm, interact and devotion. Jaffna in particular and the whole Island in
general owes her a deep debt of gratitude. May all those who come to this Island
professing to do good follow in the foot steps of this noble lady. May here eternal
and loving smile always great everybody who steps into this great institution!
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Mr. V. K. Nathan, Divisional Inspector of Schools, Miss. R. Chelliah, Inspectress
of schools and former Vice-Principal of Ramanathan College, Mr. V. Veerasingam,
Principal, Manipay Hindu College, and Mrs. C. N. Deva Rajan, an Old Girl of the
college also paid their tributes.

Mrs. N.P. Pillai, Vice Principal proposed a vote of thanks.

Hindu Organ, 20.04.1944

Lady Ramanathan Dead

The death occurred at her residence at Chunnakam on Saturday afternoon of the
seventy-seven year-old widow of the late Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan.

Lady Ramanathan was for many years actively interested in the educational and
literary affairs of the country.

As the President of the Boards of Directors of both Ramanathan College for Hindu
Girls and Parameshwara College she had rendered a great service to academic
education in the Peninsula.

She was also the author of two books entitled “Eastern Pictures for Western
Students” and an English version of “Ramayana”. She also edited Sir Ponnambalam’s
commentaries on St. John and St. Matthew In appreciation of her services the
University of Ceylon conferred on her the Honorary Doctorate of Laws, a rare
distinction.

She has only daughter Mrs. Natesan, wife of the Minister of Posts and Information.
The cremation takes place in the evening at Chunnakam,

The Ceylon Daily News. 02.02.1953
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Lady Ramanathan Passes Away
A Large-Hearted Benefactor

We regret to record the death of Lady Ramanathan which occurred on Saturday
last at her residence in Chunnakam.

As President of the Board of Directors of the Ramanathan College for girls from
the time of its establishment Lady Ramanathan had evinced an abiding interest in
the educational welfare of Hindu girls. After the death of Sir P. Ramanathan she
became President of the Board of Directors of Parameshwara College also and
contributed to the educational progress of the Peninsula In recognition of her
services to the cause of Education the University of Ceylon conferred on her the
Honorary Doctorate of Laws.

Apart from her keen interest in educational affairs Lady Ramanathan was also
author of Eastern Pictures for Western students’ and ‘Ramayana’ in English.

A Hindu by conviction, Lady Ramanathan successfully continued the great
and philanthropic services rendered by Sir Ramanathan, The shrines built by her
at Kodaikanal South India and in the premises of the Ramanathan College bear
testimony to the fact of her love for the religion of her adoption

Mrs. Suntari Natesan wife of Mr. S. Natesan, Minister of Posts and Information,
is her only daughter.

The last rites were performed according to Hindu rites in the presence of a very
large and representative gathering consisting of past and present students and
staff of Ramanathan College and Parameshwara College and leading citizens of the
country.

At 5 p. m. the cortege left the premises of the Ramanathan College to the
accompainment of the chanting of prayers and blowing of chanks and reached the
Keerimalai crematorium at 9 p. m.

Mr. Natesan set fire to the funeral pyre.

Earlier the Hon. Mr. C. W. W. Kannangara delivered a funeral oration and paid a
high tribute to the great qualities of Lady Ramanathan particularly to the convincing
manner in which she had continued the noble work of Sir P. Ramanathan to the very
letter and spirit of his program of work.

Hindu Organ, 03.03.1953
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LADY RAMANATHAN

“We shall be failing in our duty, if we do not pay our tribute to the noble
lady who was Ramanathan’s partner in his late, life, who shared all his joys
and sorrows. She was born in a country thousands of miles away; nevertheless,
she has dedicated her life to the service of a society quite different from the
one in the land of her birth.”

C. Coomaraswamy
High Commissioner for Ceylon in India

When Ramanathan was Solicitor-General, there came into his life a woman of
great culture and refinement, of singular charm of character and person, who was
destined to be one of the most potent influences both upon his intellectual and
spiritual development and upon his whole subsequent career. She was no other
than Miss R. L. Harrison who later became Lady Ramanathan. Her father was an
Englishman of high birth and considerable fortune from Bradford in Yorkshire who,
impelled by the lure of gold and adventure, emigrated to Australia in the middle of
the 19th century and opened up gold mines there.

The comparative study of religion and the search for spiritual truths was a
passion of her early life. For a time she came under the spell of the Theosophical
Movement in Australia but could find little in it to allay her spiritual thirst. She had
heard of high-souled saints and master- spirits of religion living in India and Ceylon,
who could lead her to a Knowledge of Reality and was determined to seek them out
and learn at their feet.

The questbroughther to Ramanathan who, at this time, combined with his official
duties a comparative study of religion and the pursuit of Truth. She knew she had
found her Guru, her Master and would not depart from him until she had achieved
her life’s purpose. Ramanathan made her a disciple of his and expounded to her
the mysteries of religion and guided her in the path of spiritual enlightenment. She
renounced all ties of home and country and strove at his feet to solve the manifold
questions of life and religion.

Ramanathan chose the Bible for his first text of religious exposition to her, as
it was the one with which she was most familiar. His expositions of the Gospels
were subsequently collected and edited by her in two substantial volumes under
the title The Commentaries of St. Mathew and St. John’ and won international
renown. Under his guidance, she took to an enthusiastic study of the Hindu classics
and became in her own right an authority on Hindu religion and philosophy. She
became enamoured of Tamil and Sanskritlearning and translated many classics into
superb English prose for the benefit of Western readers. Amidst the multitudinous
labours of a very crowded and tumultuous life, Ramanathan found in her a true
friend, an intelligent companion, an able collaborator in his many-sided intellectual
and spiritual activity and an unfailing source of inspiration and refreshment to him.
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When he proceeded to America on his lecture tour, she accompanied him as
his Private-Secretary and was in no small measure responsible for its spectacular
success. The Book, Western Pictures for Eastern Students’, an elaborate account
of his American lecture-tour, was mainly the fruit of her labours. In 1906 when
Ramanathan visited England, on his return from America, he felt that the selfless and
devoted labours of a woman who had stood by him through the many vicissitudes
of an arduous life should not go unrewarded. Being then a widower, he made
her his second wife and registered their marriage there. It would be impossible
to exaggerate the importance of her contribution to his subsequent success and
renown.

In her Ramanathan found a lady of latent intellectual and spiritual power,
endowed with a passion for selfless service and philosophic learning, just the sort
of woman Ramanathan sorely needed, the sort of woman that fosters genius and
fashions greatness, just the sort that one could take into active partnership in the
multitudinous labours of a very versatile and dedicated life. To say that she, though
heir to an alien culture and an alien upbringing, in every way exemplified the no-
blest traditions of Hindu womanhood by un- questioning obedience to her lord’s
will, by perfect trust in and passionate adoration of him, by cheerful and complete
subordination of her personal comforts to his is not to be guilty of an overstatement.
His happiness, his comfort, his peace of mind was her supreme concern. She fulfilled
his wishes with scrupulous attention to detail both when he was alive and after he
was dead, never pausing to consider whether the wish accorded with hers. “My
Master willed it,” she would say, ‘and therefore it must be done.”

And the husband was far too exacting. This man whose chief cause of complaint
against his first wife was that she was out of sympathy with him and could not
rise to the level of his higher aspirations nor provide that intellectual and spiritual
companionship which great minds generally long for in their women, was equally
severe with the second. The truth of it was that Ramanathan, though alive to the
subtle charm of a woman’s personality, was never its victim. invariable complaint
of his first wife was that he never gave any of his time to her nor indulged her with
any of those blandishments, that good-natured and loving gaiety, that convivial
converse so dear to the heart of every woman and makes her his captive. Absorbed
in his work he would forget to tell her in advance what his movements would be,
whither he intended to travel, but she could, as if by some intuitive impulse, divine
them and make all preparations for them. Whenever he made a train journey, the
noble lady would be the first to enter the train compartment, dust and clean his
seat, personally provide for every detail of his comfort on the journey and, when the
husband was comfortably seated and the train steamed out, return home content.

He would go on working at his desk far into the day and night completely
oblivious of food and drink and would brook no interference. If she asked him for
lunch or dinner, he would up- braid her for interrupting him. Knowing this side of
his nature, she would gently steal into his presence, employ all the arts that only a

57



knows of ingratiating herself with cautiously cajole him into conversation on the
subject that preoccupied him and then let slip a mild suggestion that it would be
wise to have a hurried meal and resume.

She played host to his numerous friends who came to him from far and near,
supervised his large retinue of servants, managed his extensive estates and farms
and did a host of other things in a supreme endeavour to free him from the many
anxieties and worries which are generally the portion of men in high places. She
was a vegetarian ever since she came under his influence and remained so to the
end of life. In her last days, when in the grip of a dire illness that finally ended
her, the doctors advised her to take liver extract, she stubbornly refused to do
so. Ramanathan loved her dearly as became a good husband and held her in high
esteem to the end of his days. Their only daughter: Sivagamasundari was married
to S. Natesapillai, scholar, educationist, historian and politician.

How came it that Natesapillai became a member of the Ramanathan family. As
has already been observed, he was the lineal descendant of Swami Arulparananda
Dhesikar, Ramanathan’s revered Guru and admittedly the most vitalizing and
transforming influence on his whole life. Prompted by the tradition of enduring
friendship, conscious of the love and veneration the children of Ponnambala
Mudaliyar had for his saintly ancestor, the accomplished youth on the threshold of a
bright career at the Indian Bar, met Ramanathan at his summer-residence at Kodai
Kanal in S. India. The veteran statesman was apparently impressed by the youth’s
scholarship and charming presence. In the course of a prolonged conversation,
Natesapillai told hisinterlocutor that he was a professional lawyer. Ramanathan said,
‘Law is meant to be studied but not practised. Why don’t you do something nobler
than that?” Strange commentary from the immortals of the trade! The masterful
personality of the great statesman and jurist prevailed and the youth accepted an
appointment to the staff of Parameshvara College. The new find, in addition to being
a votary of the legal art, was also a scholar of great erudition, particularly in the
realm of Oriental learning. Whenever Ramanathan addressed learned audiences
in Tamil, it was his practice to have the scholarly youth at his side. He would quote
profusely from the Tamil classics and, if on occasions his aged memory betrayed any
he would call upon the youth to fill them up and it was unfailingly done. Natesapillai
helped Ramanathan immensely in the many literary and philosophical works the
latter accomplished in Tamil. As Principal of Parameshvara College for many years,
he left the imprint of his personality on it.

Lady Ramanathan’s wide scholarship and her untiring labours in the cause of
women’s education received recognition when the University of Ceylon conferred
on her the Doctorate of Laws, honoris causa.

She died in 1953 full of years and honour mourned by the people whom she loved
so well, whom she served for half a century with surprising loyalty and devotion.

M.Vythilingam, The Life of Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan, 1971
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PREFACE

MosT of the chapters in this volume were contributed by
me as articles to three leading daily newspapers, the /ndian
Mirror, the Hindu and the Ceylon Independent, published
respectively in’Calcutta, Madras and Colombo, and have
been read with much interest throughout India and
Ceylon.

As observed by the Editor of the /udian Mirror in his
issue of 1g9th June, 1906, the career of Mr. Rdmandthan,
whose journey from Ceylon to the United  States' of
America was the subject of my articles, is “a fit object-
lesson to the educated youths of India and Ceylon; for
seldom does one come across a man of such phenomenal
energy as Mr. Rdmandthan, who is as sound an authority
on philosophy, arts, literature and religion as he is on

law.”

In deference to the desire of my friends in India to have
these articles republished in the form of a book, I have
carefully revised them, and added three new chapters, viz.

the first, second and twentieth.
R. LILAVATIL

PurNEY, LONDON,
August 3vd, 1907.
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PREFACE.

It is over thirty years since I began to study this glorious
Epic of India. Sir RAmanAthan brought it to me one days
and began to read aloud and explain it in his own charming
way, saying that I would learn much about that ancient land
if I would read it. So I took the book and began to read, and
soon became absorbed in it. Before long I began to repeat
portions of it to Sir RAmanathan, which he would expound in
words of grace and truth, giving me glimpses into the great
ocean of wisdom, that is the sacred heritage of India. He
then asked me to write the RAmAyana in simple form and I
began to write, learning myself the while the stirring songs
of R4ma and Sith4. My love for India has deepened. Most
delightful memories have gathered round the R4AmAyanas,
illuminated by the Inner Light of his great soul. During the
last days of his life, he devoted his spare moments to the
Introduction and Notes, both of which gave him immense
pleasure. He took the R4mfyana everywhere with him. On
the way to England and back during hig last journey in 1930,
he was busy writing Notes for it on board the ship. After
his return he was engaged in revising them and getting them
ready for the press. It will be of great interest to all o know
that the last words he wrote when he was feeling better
during his last illness were thoge on page xvi of the Notes,
where he added to his note on Brahm4 the latter part on
Ruthra MArthi, and the beautiful words of Manikkavasaka
Svami jin Thamil from his Péérs Thiru Akaval, beginning
urw urw Cgrf, urCer Gurpd |
These words he quoted from memory. They formed part of
his daily prayer. His olosing words show how steadfastly his
mind was fixed on that GREAT LigET. For him the world had™
receded very far when he repeated for the last time these much-
loved lines from MAanikkavésaka SvAmi. The GREAT LIGHT
enveloped him and soon afterwards gathered him vnto ITSELF.
It is clear that his closing message to those who have ears to
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hear is expressed in these beautiful words. At the time I did

not realise that they would be his words of farewell, but only

after the sad event of the last month or two, during which we

have lost our great Teacher, Lieader and Friend, have I under-

stood their true significance. These last words are the most

fitting olose to a life which has been devoted to the service of

God and the people. Nothing has been added to his Intro-

duction and Notes, which were in the revision stage. He had’
not quite finished his work; therefore, some parfs are in-

complete. But I am sure that every one would like to have

them just as they are, and that those who grieve for him will

be consoled by hearing his last message. He has quoted the

passage in Thamil in his Notes; but, as he had already

published his English translation of these lines seven years
ago, I give below the full text of the same for the benefit of

such of my readers as are not versed in Thamil

Adoration of Parashivam.

( From MAnikkavAsaka Svami’s Pétrs Thiru Akaval)

Parashivam. O Light, Most High, adoration (to Thee) Transcendent !
Unthinkable Thou, O Shiva, adoration !

Eve;la.sging Thou, adoration! Incorruptible Thou, ador-
ation

Mahéshvaran. Things without forms and things with forms Thou hast
become, adoration !

The beginning, t he middle, the end, Thou art (of all
things), adoration !

E . Through (material) space Thou pervadest as one (Akfsa
thzoé%i%oszf thanméthrd), adoration ! '

bhdthas out Through (tangible) air Thou art pleased to stand forth as
of the five two (4kfsa and vAyu thanmathrae), adoration !
thanmdthrds.  Through (visible) fire, Thou whirlest as three (Akésa,
viyu and agni thanméthris);
Through (tangible) water Thou movest as four (AkAsa,
véyu, agni and jala thanmathras),
Through (tangible) earth Thou extenddst as five (Akdsa,
véyu, agni, jala and prithvi thanméthras).
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Three
Marthis.

The five
divine works
of Mercy
(pancha kri-
- thyam) of
Mahéshvaran

Confession of
faults and
appeal for
mercy

Congsest of
restlessness,
fear and
depression

11X

{
O Thou who has besome the Three Mfrthis (Ruthra,
Vishnu, Brahm4), adoration !
O Thou the first cause of the four Vathas, adoration !
O Thou one wWho art not to be grasped by word or thoughf,
adoration !

O Thou Lord of every people in every country, adoration |
JAdoration (to Thee), who createth, maintaineth and
effaceth |
Ador?.tion (to Thee), who removeth all things that hinder
as
Adoration (0 Thee) who blotteth out the troubles of those
who worship Thee !

Restless in mind, wandering like a dog, thy servant,
adoration !
Down-hearted, Thy servant, Thine-own, adoration !

O Thou Mountain of Grace who hast enfolded me (in Thy
love from days of yo_re), adoration !

Mayest Thou say ‘‘Fear Not,’’ adoration!

Adoration! Adoration! Victory, Viotory (have I won),
adoration!

He also intended to write at great length about the poet
Valmiki and the identity of what is now called Ceylon with
Shri Langka. In a later edition I may be able to add some
notes on the latter subject which were made during one of our
pilgrimages to places in this island where the traditions of 8hri
RAma’s journey are still preserved.

I most cordially thank all those who have helped me in
innumerable ways during my work. My gratitude is most of
all due to Sir RAmanaAthan himself, who took such an enthusi-
astic interest in the publication of the RAm4yansa, and gave so
much of his time and eonsideration to it. Through the years
that have passed since I came to learn at his feet, he has been
my one great Friend, my Beloved Teacher, my Everlasting
Light of Grace and Truth, whieh no words can ever describe.

R4manathan Qollege, R. L. RAMANATHAN.
Jaﬁna.

December, 1980.
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