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New CEQO Assumes Duties

hoji Takahashi assumed duties as the

Chietf Executive Officer of Sri Lanka Telecom
on December 4, 2006. Takahashi becomes the
fourth CEQ of SLT since its strategic partnership
forged with NTT of Japan in 1997. He is a
former President and CEO of NTT Com Asia
Limited, HKNet Co. Ltd, and NTT Com Asia
Network Systems (Guangzhou) and left these
positions to take up the position as CEQ of SLT.
He is a Bachelor's Degree holder in Mechanical
Engineering from Nihon University in Japan and a
Master's degree halder in International
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Business Management from the Japan
Productivity Centre and counts over 27 years of
experience in the field of telecommunications.
He has held a number of senior management
positions within NTT. From his start at NTT in
1979, he has swiftly risen in his responsibilities
within the company. He has also formerly held
the positions of Executive Vice President of
NTT Com Asia Limited and NTT Hong Kong
Limited and Director at the Arcstar Division and
the Overseas Carrier Business Division of NTT

Communications.
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Dhiraagu - SLT Optical Fibre Submarine

Cable System Inaugurated

S LT recently announced the inauguration of the
Dhiraagu - SLT optical fibre submarine cable
system between Sri Lanka and the Maldives, At

an investment of US$20mn by SLT and Dhiraagu

of Maldives, the cable system aims to enhance
economic growth via superior telecommunications in
South Asia.

The cable will span 850 kilometres at a capacity
of 10 gigabits per second. It will enable Dhiraagu to
be connected with the rest of the world, through
Sri Lanka, and will allow for superhighway level
bandwidth between Sri Lanka and the Maldives.

P Asoka de Silva Weerasinghe, Chairman of SLT
inaugurated the system by having a live discussion via

the fibre optic cable with Former CEQ SLT
Shuhei Anan, who was in Maldives.

On the occasion Shoji Takahashi CEO SLT
stated, "We already have existing submarine
cable links connecting Sri Lanka to all the
major countries of the world. Dhiraagu will
have worldwide connectivity via Sri Lanka.
While SLT can sell the capacity of the
existing SEA-ME-WE 4, SEA-ME-WE 3 and
Bharat-Lanka cable systems to the Maldives,
the Maldives in turn can take advantage of
these links to be connected to the rest of
world as well as being connected to India via
the Bharat-Lanka cable system.”
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Former CEO's Message

First of all, | would like to say thank you to all
my staff who served under me at SLT since
| became CEO in 2001. | was initially involved
in the activities of SLT when NTT bought a 35%
stake from the government of
Sri Lanka, spending US$ 225mn.
My first visit to Sri Lanka was
in 1985 to participate in the
Alumni Association, which was
organised with the co-operation
of NTT Japan. Since 1985, there
Was an ongoing indication that |
would have to work in SLT.
After | developed
the Thai Telephone &
Telecommunications Company
in 1996, | was assigned to study
the investment of SLT by NTT,
Since, then | have tried to do my
best to develop this company
to an optimum level. There
were so many areas in which
SLT had to change. | sent for
many members of staff from
Japan to develop SLT. | got the
appointment to become CEO of
SLT and to manage one of the
biggest companies in Sri Lanka
in July of 2001. Having faced many challenges
with you to develop the company, everyone can
now see the fruits of our labour.

Everyone noticed the changes that took
place in SLT and recognised the spiraling
growth of the Company. Those changes were
made totally with your strong co-operation,
contribution and devotion to the enhancement
of SLT.

In 1997, turnover was around US$100mn and
in the year 2006 it might rise to US$400mn. Our
achievements post privatisation have been of an
historic magnitude and you will also in the future
see such advances in the progress of SLT,

| used all of my capacity and capability to
develop this, the biggest company in Sri Lanka.
My experience before | came here was a strong
driving force, that helped me to pave the way to
do so.

| would like to thank you once again for your
co-operation and the enthusiasm you displayed
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when working with me over the last five years.
SLT's values will always remain based on team
work and the co-operation of others with the final
goal of customer satisfaction.

| do hope that you would support the new
CEO the same as you did me, all for the mutual
benefit and development of SLT.

Thank You,
Shuhei Anan
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SLT to Connect LEARN phase 2 with High-Bandwidth Links

he second phase of the Lanka Education And

Research Network {LEARN) was launched
recently. LEARN is a project that comes under
the Ministry of Education’s Improve Relevance
and Quality of Undergraduate Education (IRQUE)
initiative.

LEARN phase 2 connects 13 universities
and the University Grants Commission using
10 Mbps IP- VPN links. Optical Fibre based
connectivity is provided at all the sites of phase
2. The initial bandwidth requirement of 10 Mbps
is expected to be upgraded to 20 Mbps at several
key university locations, in the near future.
LEARN phase 2 strengthens the communication
infrastructure for Sri Lankan universities to
facilitate e-learning activities, high speed Internet
access and the operation of Higher Education
Management Information System (HEMIS). The
project is expected to be completed by May
2007,

Former SLT CEQ, Shuhei Anan stressed the
SLT's commitment towards the improvement of
communication infrastructure for education in the
country,

Ajith Silva, Head of Division, Corporate Market
Development said “SLT's initiative to power the
LEARN phase 2 will provide the future bandwidth
requirements for educational and research
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purposes in universities, as the fibre optical based
access to universities is essential in catering the
connectivity requirements.”

Janaka Abeysinghe, Head of Section, Solution
Business, presented an overview of the LEARN
and the related projects handled by the Corporate
Market Development division of SLT at the
occasion of the launch.

The Ministry of Education awarded the LEARN
phase 2 to SLT following its successful bid in a
national competitive tender, with competitive bids
from other service providers, including Dialog
Broadband. The Corporate Market Development
Division was successful in proposing a superior
solution over the competitive bidders.

Speaking at the occasion Ariyaratne
Hewage, Secretary, Ministry of Education said,
“This enhanced LEARN network represents a
breakthrough in using educational content to refine
personalised student instruction. At both the user
and university level, this network will respond to
the growing need for faster Internet access to
assist in navigating educational content.”

From SLT, Shuhei Anan Former CEO,

Ajith Silva Head of Division, Corporate Market
Development and Janaka Abeysinghe, Head of
Section, Solution Business were present at the
occasion of the launch.
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Ramboda - Nuwera Eliya Fibre Optic Cable Restored

he fibre optic ring that covers the main cities

such as Colombo, Gampaha, Negombo,
Nuwvara Eliya, Kalutara, Avissawella and Mount
Lavinia, was established in 1998 and is 670
kilometres long. Due to this, SLT has been able to
provide its loyal customers with new technology,
keeping them in touch with the latest trends in
the field of telecommunication.

During the last two years a lot of infrastructure
activity such as road development taking place
across these areas, meant that parts of the ring
were damaged. To keep services going, SLT kept
repairing the affected parts by re-connecting the
damaged cables using temporary means.

Maost of the damage has been caused in the
area between Ramboda and Nuwara Eliya. " Parts
of the cable were buried directly underground
and the rest were carried through aerial cables.
When the underground cables were damaged,
we temporarily laid a cable via alternate routes,

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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but even this was damaged, "said Parinda
Weerasekera, Head of Transmission Maintenance
section. Weerasekera further explained that
because of these damages, the number of faults
reported weekly to the Nuwara Eliya Transmission
Unit grew at a staggering rate. "It
was because of these issues that
we decided to repair the damaged
cables and bring them back to their
original state, "he added.

Normally if there is a fault in
a cable, calls coming that way
will automatically be redirected
through another route to reach
its destination. However, if the
alternate route is damaged as
well, the call will not be able to go
through and communications in
that particular area will cease to
operate. To avoid this from
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happening SLT saw the need to re-establish the
fibre optic cable to its original state.

The Ramboda — Nuwara Eliya fibre optic cable
has now been re-established and is 27 kilometers
long and instead of being underground, the cable
is completely aerial.

The SLT Fibre Optic Maintenance Team in no
more than three months, despite bad weather
conditions and other inconveniences, achieved
this feat. Because of the reinstalled fibre optic
cable, SLT was able to provide areas of Nuwara
Eliya and Kandy with services like IP and BB
facilities, which were not available before.
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Mobitel Wins Best Consumer
Pull Award

ri Lanka Telecom Mobitel won
Sthe Voice and Data SAARC
Innovation award for ‘Mobile
Operator with Best Consumer Pull
- Sri Lanka’ presented at the fifth
Voice and Data CEQ Conclave 20086,
recently.
The SAARC award winners of
‘Mobile Operator with Best
Consumer Pull” in their respective
countries went out to Tata
Teleservices of India, Warid
Telecom of Pakistan, Banglalink of
Bangladesh, Wataniya of Maldives,
and Spice of Nepal. There were no
awards to operators in Bhutan as
there was only a single operator.
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This whole project was a Rs9mn investment.
“With the help of the SLT Uva region staff
and Cable Development — Region |l plus the
PCM staff, we were able to achieve this feat.
If a contractor from outside was hired for this,
the cost would have been much more,” said
Engineer - CDR & Metro, H N J Wickramarathna
of SLT. Wickramarathna also said that "By doing
this ourselves, we were able to save about
70% of expense to SLT.” He further added a
special thank you for everyone who made the
reinstallation of the Ramboda — Nuwara Eliya fibre
optic cable possible.
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SLT to Provide Connectivity
to NDEN

S LT signed an agreement with the Distance
Education Modernization Project (DEMP)
for providing connectivity solutions for National
Distance Education Network (NDEN).

NDEN is intended to strengthen the distance-
learning infrastructure in Sri Lanka to the level
of offering Degrees, Masters level degrees,
Diplomas and Higher Diplomas. NDEN consists of
Multimedia Centers (MMC]) for distance learning
courses and related programmes. NDEN comes
under the Distance Education Modernization
Project (DEMP} of the Ministry of Education.

The objective of DEMP is to improve open and
distance learning facilities to accessible and
affordable levels. Asian Development Bank (ADB)
is financing the Project

The Wide Area Network (WAN) far NDEN,
connecting MMCs for distance learning purposes
across the country is based on fiber optic based
VPLS services of SLT Metro Ethernet.

Speaking at the ceremony, SLT CEQ, Shoji
Takahashi said “"Human resource development
is very important not only for the individuals, but
also for companies and the country. The future
outcome of this project will be very important
and SLT is very happy to participate in this project
and we are very happy to provide our network
solutions for these purposes.”

The DEMP awarded the establishment of
WAN for NDEN to SLT following its successful bid
in a national competitive tender, with competitive
bids from other service providers, including
Dialog Broadband and LankaCom. The Corporate
Market Development Division was successful in
proposing a superior solution, highly competitive
in terms of both technically and financially.

From SLT, Ajith Silva, Head of
Division,Corporate Market Development and
Janaka Abeysinghe Head of Section,Solution
Business were present at the occasion of
agreement signing.
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‘Spreading the Wealth of
Knowledge’ to the
Central Province

he ‘Spreading the Wealth of Knowledge’

island wide book distribution programme
conducted by SLT in association with the Asia
Foundation saw its penultimate book distribution
for the year 2006 recently.

The distribution ceremony was held at the
Kandy Technical College premises and around
600 books covering the fields of Engineering,
Drafting, Auto Mechanics, Electronic Science
and the English Language were handed over,
The books will be spread across nine Technical
College libraries located within the Central
Province. Bandula Witharama from the SLT Kandy
regional office and Deputy General Manager of
the Kandy Technical College parhcapated
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Invaluable Service of Colombo Radio

he Sri Lanka Naval Force, the Ports and

Aviation ministry, and SLT have the authority
to observe all ships and boats that enters the
territorial waters of Sri Lanka.

SLT has been given the sole responsibility
of coordinating cormmunication between ships
that enter any of the ports of Sri Lanka and the
relevant country the ship originates from. The
company's Colombo Radio service oversees the
responsibility, with the help of its engineers and
officers.

In this regard, any ship that enters the
territorial waters of Sri Lanka will have to submit
information with regards to the ship's name,
what country it comes from, its height and width,
the number of officers, and the goods that it
transports through the fax telex service.

Test Wire
Ood cedBenHeE Ciths

OEce FHRGH GorE mERIEcEe GEENCT SRsamee
Cj’ﬂt B GEDE 08 oo 50 EmPenn miogind 55
eomdn otifed ooe obam 600 ocm adan comoam
@ece goo 8 mERinD erifema men seneiio
808 om) ot aebd aos a0l 569 fe add,
mEEgE famBin 0 5% oamod BEe dom ao
aEmt Efn Ol ad go0 o8 ooede piofoan
06 D0 Pl g0 othedd md B 6DE mE gsEndy
BoEaom HED S0l 0l oFDHG Sod oim
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orEbess MPC tag blocks a0 0866 50 Gid
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Seas bEEe Eon §o BcBn Bo. mebf goap O

This service will be of great service, especially
when a ship is damaged in the seas of Sri Lanka.
When such information is needed, the Navy
and the ministry will be able to receive it and
immediately decide what steps should be taken.

Colombo Radio played a significant role in
the recent investigation on the environmental
pollution caused by a ship, damaged when
transporting oil off the seas of Galle. After the
investigation was concluded, a case was filed as
the management of the ship failed to respond
to the warning by Colombo Radio that it was
entering the territorial waters of Sri Lanka illegally.
Colombo Radio provides an invaluable service to
the country, which cannot be measured in terms
of monetary value.

Test Wire Produced by SLT
Employee

Ty -

he test wire is a key component when

repairing a fault within the telecommunication
network. Recently, the test wire tool, which has
been in use for the past ten years, had to be
replaced.
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increase in Funeral Funds

Human Resource programme for the staff of

the Mobile Service section was held at the
SLT head office on November 7, 2006, where the
participants had the opportunity to present their
views and reguests to the CEO.

A proposal forwarded by Patricia Gunesekara,

The Slammer

By Sudarsha Jayawardene — Eng.Information Security

M alicious computer programmes (computer
viruses) come in a wide verity of forms
and is distributed or spread through an ever-
growing number of mechanisms. In general,
malicious code is any software that hinder the
normal operation of a computer or networking
device. This software most often execute without
the user's consent. "Worm' viruses are a type
of virus that spreads basically through e-mails,
and the interesting part is that they replicate or
make copies of themselves and spread to other
compuiers causing harmful effects. Generally
the creators of these types of viruses take
advantage of a specific weakness in popular
operating systems. Following is a real incident
that happened in year 2003, The virus was named
as 'Slammer.’

Many computer security experts called
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Due to unavailability of the tool in the open
market, SLT faced a dilemma because it has a
network of 45,000 telephone lines in the metro
area, whose repairs, if any, depend on the test
wire.

In this regard, P Everestus Fernando came
forward to successfully create a similar test wire
using discarded tools he found from the Central
Exchnage. SLT appreciates his enterprising
affort in doing so as well as his commitment to
ensuring that the company meets any challenge it
faces.

LopemITENy QEnGlusTey
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Welfare Officer to increase the current funeral

allowance from Rs25,000 was taken into account.
The CEO approved the increase in the

money paid when a staff member passes away

10 Rs75,000. This came into effect from the

beginning of November 1, 2006.

2003 the year of the 'worm' because for 12
months, worms spread across the internet with
the intensity of an apocalyptic event. It began
in January, when the 'Slammer worm' infected
nearly 75,000 servers in 10 minutes and doubling
In size every 8.5 seconds. It was widely reported
that slammer clogged one of America's leading
bank's ATM network and caused impact on
business and the company image.

On January 25, 2003, Slammer worm caused
a slowdown of internet speed world wide, and
caused considerable harm through network
outages. It was also suspected that this worm
virus was responsible for crippling of a 811
emergency call centre as well as numerous
canceled airline flights. In addition it was reported
that Slammer also infected & Nuclear power
plant's netwark, resulting in the inability
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of computers to communicate with each other,
leading to a total breakdown of the system, which
was avoided by officials with great effort.
Analysis showed that the damage caused
could have been reduced If the systems were
patched properly, if information regarding this

virus was taken seriously and if preventive action
was taken on time. Every day, as computer users
we are vulnerable to hundreds of different types
of attacks. If we follow good practices in PC,
e-mail, internet usage we can protect ourselves
from these types of viruses.
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Prabuddhi Vihanga
Wellala Hettige,
daughter of Nimal
Gajadeera and Indika
Nalindrasinghe
Wellala Hettige
attached to the
Teleshop Bandarawela
celebrated her fourth
birthday on October
6, 20086.

Dulnith
\Wanniarachchi, son
of P Wanniarchchi
attached to the
Maintenance
section, Galle and
Swarna Mutukumara
celebrated his second
birthday on April 16,

2006.

Anushika
Subramaniyam,
daughter of Vimala
Subramaniyam
attached to SLT,
Kalmunai branch
celebrated her third
birthday on October
13, 20086.

Nevindu Sithsir
Dissanayake, son of
D M S Dissanayake
and C H D Shanthi
Kularatne celebrated
his second birthday
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. JGunasena

Retirements

W Gunarathne

attached to the ER and
\Welfare division retn“ed
after 40 years of service

HD J Perera

_attached to Transport

retired after 40 years of :

‘service’

A A Yasawathie
.eitached to the Call

1S Goonawardana:

attached to the CEQ's

red . Office retired after 39
arﬂer 26 vears 0{ service g

years of service

attached to the'n' Call C’entre
{Dperation} Tetired aﬂer 38
years of service

‘B HLiyanage
* attached to RTOM - Galle

retjred after 41 years of
‘service

GD MVlofet ;

“attached 10 RTOM

Auissawella retired after

_ 24 years of service

WS Femands
' attathied to OPMC.
Avissawella retired after

29 years of service

~ Amathuma

: 'Wishes:aff of the

_abovea happy
and fruitful
Tefirement!

Wedding Bells

Deneesha Perera attached to the Sales
Division wed K R D Jayans Milroy recently.
Amathuma wishes the couple a happy
wedded life.

Resignations
|

S G K de Silva MW A& N Fernando

attached to Project 2 attached to OPMC

resigned on 01/08/2006 Narahenpita resigned on
16/09/2006

K S Vijayalayan attached
to the |P and BB Section
resigned on 02/08/2006

S Sivasothy attached to
the IP and BB Network
resigned on 04/08/2006

Obituaries

R P*emachandra

attached to Technical

_ {Higher Grade)

passed away on

: ‘23;’(19}2006
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SLT would iike to extend itS deepest condo—
lences to the family.
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