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tandard & Poor's

Rating Services, the
leading provider of financial
market intelligence raised its
long-term foreign currency
rating on Sri Lanka Telecom,
the nation’s only integrated
communication service
provider to'BB-' from 'B+.'
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above the sovereign rating

It has also raised the rating
on the US$ 100 mn senior
unsecured notes due in 2009
to 'BB-’ from 'B+.

This is a major
achievement for the SLT
as it is the only company in
Sri Lanka to have received
such an international rating

in the country that is notably
above the country’s sovereign
rating, which is a B+. This is a
unigue position as a sovereign
rating is usually the highest
other countries as well as
companies could aim for.
Speaking on the
upgrading of the rating,

Shoji Takahashi, CEO, SLT
said: "l am very pleased that
S&P, a leading provider of
financial market intelligence
has recognised our

potential to grow in order to
become a fully integrated
communication service
provider. We are proud of

LJTglllzeu Dy NOOIariarm Fournaatiornt.
2  AMATHUMA | 12.200Mmo0laham.org | aavanaham.org


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

this achievement, as it is
also a reflection of how we
continue to Improve our
global rating in terms of

our financial capabilities. It
clearly demonstrates that Sri
Lankan’s can go forward for
foreign funding offers.”

The upgrading of the
rating is based on S&P's
annual review on the
company's financial strengths
and capabilities. The criteria
involved in the raising of
the rate is that in the event
of a reasonable operating

environment stress scenario,
coupled with potential
sovereign intervention on
foreign currency flows,
there must be a relatively
material probability that the
issue would still be able to
service its foreign currency

obligations. This is even

if the sovereign does not

do so on its own foreign
currency obligations. It is also
a reflection of the improved
country risk factors and
business environment in
which the company operates.
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Fiber Optic Super Highway Network Connecting
any Province of Sri Lanka
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Metro Ethernet services

extended beyond Colombo

he SLT Metro Ethernet

services were started
a year ago in order to meet
the needs of corporate and
SME customers by providing
very high speed point to
point data connectivity (VLL)
and Multipoint to Multipoint
VPN services (VPLS)
with expected network
resiliencies and traffic
engineering features through
the state-of-the-art IP MPLS
technology.

SLT was facing a lot
of challenges in achieving
the required data speed
and netwaork resiliency
with legacy data network,
which was implemented on
copper access network in
the last mile. This happened
to be a very critical issue
with increasing demand for
Service Level Agreements
(SLA) — particularly for
their main links to connect
customer head quarters
buildings, which are mostly
the high rising buildings in

Colombo Metro.

To address these
issues and to introduce
new services such as LAN
interconnections and VPLS
(Layer 2 VPN] services,
Metro Ethernet Network
was implemented having
a Fiber Core Ring Network
at a speed of 10Gbps
connecting Colombo
Central, Slave Island, Liberty
Plaza, Havelock Town
and Maradana, which are
high demanding areas for
high speed data services.
Further 13 Nos. of Fiber
Access Rings at a speed of
01Gbps were implemented
from these locations and
connected more than
110 high buildings, which
included almost all the
head quarters buildings
of corporate customers in
Colombo. This was phase-|
of the Metro Ethernet Project
and Metro Ethernet Services
are now available in all these
buildings.

With the increasing
demand for high speed data
services outside Colombo,
Metro Ethernet Network
was expanded to regions
under the Phase-l of this
project. Nowv it covers up
to Anuradhapura in the
northern part, Ampara in the
eastern part and Hambantota
in the southern part of the
country covering major
cities in between such
as Gampaha, Negombo,
Chilaw, Kurunegala, Kegalle,
Galgamuwa, Matale, Kandy,
Nuwara Eliya, Badulla,
Hatton, Nawalapitiya,
Avissawella, Ratnapura,
Kalutara, Moratuwa, Mt
Lavinia, Ambalangoda, Galle,
Matara, Kelaniya, Wattala,
Kotte, Nugegoda, Ratmalana,
Maharagama and Piliyandala.
More cities are to be
connected soon depending
on the customer demand.
Metro Ethernet Network
is set to bridge its services
through Managed Leasevd

Line Network (MLLN} and
these services now can be
facilitated island wide.

High speed Metro
Ethernet Services based
on fiber connectivity with
network resiliency, guality
of services and traffic’
engineering features at a
very competitive price,
have been very attractive
to many of our corporate
customers and this has
heen the competitive edge
of SLT in selling our Data
Services. K A Kiththi Perera,
Head of Data Services and
VolP said, "Many more
services are to be given
and more revenues are to
be generated in the future
services."

The Metro Ethernet
Network will also be used to
provide triple play services
such as IP-TV, broadband
Internet and VolIP services
to high end residential
customers in Colombo's high
rise apartment buildings.
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A new Teleshop at Homagama

LT opened a new

Teleshop at Homagama.
The Teleshop is conveniently
located in the Homagama
town facing the High level
Road with vehicle parking
facilities for customers. The
new Teleshop is expected
1o serve over 25,000 SLT
customers in Homagama,
Meegoda, Panagoda,
Hanwvella, Athurugiriya and
Padukka towns. | B Wijekaon,
Deputy Regional Head of
Metro said that the new
teleshop is equipped with
all modern facilities and well
trained staff to provide a
convenient, fast and friendly
service to SLT customers.

ol
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SLT enhances business of Ceylinco Life

LT signed an agreement

with Ceylinco Life,
providing the company
with a total data and voice
communication solution.
This will inciude Voice
over Internet Protocol
{VolP), video, mission
critical data services with
seamless connectivity for
129 locations including
the 125 life insurance
branch netwark via

Internet Protocol/Virtual
Private Network {IP/VPN)
solution, with an island wide
geographical spread.

There is also the
offering of more products
and services to Ceylinco
Life customers such as
online services, web based
policy management by the
customer, online payments,
online policy upgrades,
online customer information

b |
&4
~ Sri Lanka Te

and-transaction details with
online banking services
and insurance services
on mobile via SMS. SLT
will be able to serve their
future demands through
the SLT iDC services for
data hosting, more IPVPN
and PSTN links for new
branches, which will be
opened in future as well
as high bandwidth metro
ethernet connectivity.

Gajaba super

ri Lanka Telecomn and Sri

Lanka Telecom Mobitel
were the main sponsors for
the Gajaba Super Cross, which
was held at the regiment camp
at Saliyapura, Anuradhapura.
The event, which is reputed
to be one of the main

cross sponsored by SLT

racing events on the motor
racing calendar, has been
spectated by over 100,000
people and comprises 200
racers competing in 25
events in both motorcar and
motorcycling disciplines. The
objective of the event was

to generate much needed
funds to improve the welfare
facilities of serving able and
disabled soldiers along with
families of soldiers who have
sacrificed their lives as well as
popularising motor racing in
the North Central Province.

Vo

i T T A

Mobitel
introduces
kids portal
for the first
time in
South East
Asia

Sri Lanka Telecom Mobitel,
introduced a dynamic
new kids portal on October
1, International Children’s
Day, making it the first mobile
company in south Asia to
introduce such a service.
Branded ‘Mobitel
Junior' the service is a
voice application package
for children aged 4 to 12.
By simply dialing 333 kids
can gain access to a wide
variety of information
and entertainment such
as stories (sandawathie
nandage kathandara), general
knowledge (lokayen denumaj,
jokes (begal maamage wedal),
animals (zoo eke sawaariyak),
good habits {mama honda
lamayek} and songs (api sindu
kiyamu} they can sing along
to. The introduction to the
service is trilingual, where
children can choose the
language they prefer, with
the content being mixed from
then on. All content on the
service is uploaded regularly
to provide users with
maximum entertainment.

YCS 2007 exposes computing talent among youth

he sixth Young Computer

Scientist Competition
2007 (YCS) was held at the
Hatton National Building
(HNB) auditorium, at the
HNB Tower and SLT was the
main sponsor of the event.
The Sri Lanka Association
for the Software Industry
(SLASI) with the support of

the Ministry of Education
and the Information and
Communication Technology
Agency {ICTA) conducted the
event.

SLT was proud to have
provided two trophies

entitled "SLT Young Computer

Scientist of the Year,” for the
two categories comprising of

the junior category for ages
12 to 16 and senior category
for ages 17 to 19. The winner
of the senior category will
participate in the Asia Pacific
ICT Awards (APICTA).

Held annually, the event
aims to expose computing
talent of school children at
their early stages as well

as encourage them to
develop their talents and
earn recognition for their
innovations. It also helps
inventors to showcase
their creations both locally
and regionally. The guest
of honour was D W R
Wijeweera, Chief IT Officer,
SLT.
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holiday bungalow for

use by SLT employees
is now available in the
historic city of Sigiriya.
Three rooms that can
accommodate a maximum
of four people will be
charged at Rs 400 per day,
while those wishing to
reserve the bungalow as a
whole can do so for a charge
of Rs 1200. The maximum
number of oceupants is
twelve, including children.
Occupants are kindly asked
to cooperate in helping to
maintain this facility for the
benefit of all staff.

n art exhibition of Amila Perera's (RTOM Nuwara

Eliya) was held at the University of Oxford for one
week from June 24 to June 30, 2007. The Oxford city
itself was the origin of the famous Britsh auto brands,
Austin and Morris. The exhibition was open free to the
public as well as for the university staff and students. 65
drawings of world's best loved classic cars highlighting
major milestones in automobile history were on display,
and it has been the first solo exhibition held by a Sri
Lankan at the univeristy for its longest history.

The exhibition was held in Hyderabad, India organised
by Ministry of Tourism, Andhra Pradesh for the 60th
Independence Day Frogramme. Later, it was again held
in Mumbai at the Western India Automobile Association.

/
; 200
L ]

Sri Lanks Felece

with SLT

markets industry.

Global Research
Company ties up

ri Lanka Telecom is to provide a
Scommunication solution for voice and internet
services to Amba Research Lanka Limited.

The solution comprises a state-of-art PABX
infrastructure connected to the SLT voice network
through a high speed E1 link and Broadband
access for internet connectivity. Amba Research
15 a global organisation specialising in investment
research support services to the world capital
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Retirements

K Wijewickrama, J K Paranavithana, O R W Marasinghe, A N Arandara,
Customer Care Officer Telecommunication Customer Relations Call Centre Officer
attached to Security Technical Officer attached  Officer attached to Asset attached to Call Centre
retired after 27 years of to sound systems retired Management and Budget (Operations) retired after
service, after 39 years of service. retired after 40 years of 27 years of service.
service.

W M P de Silva, M A K Jinadari, A KMM M Thilakaratna, N S B Gunawardhana,
Call Centre Officer Call Centre Officer Marketing Officer attached Call Centre Officer
attached to Call Centre attached to the Call to the Teleshop - attached to the RTOM -

(Operations) section Centre — Kandy retired Maharagama retired after ~ Negombo retired after 25
retired after 28 years of after 26 years of service. 40 years of service. years of service.
service.

& ¥
D A Weththasinghe, P W Jayathilaka, S M Dharmadasa, K D A Siriwardhana,
Telecom Assistant Supervisor — Technical Supervisor — Technical Engineer attached to
attached to Switching attached to the RTOM ~ attached to OPMC - Uva OPMC - Kandy
retired after 27 years of Bandarawela retired retired after 34 years of retired after 39 years of
service. after 35 years of service. service, service.

T R Fernando, M C P Cooray, A A D M P Pascal, W A C L Wickramasinghe,
Telecommunication Manager - RTO attached Telecom Assistant Telecom Assistant
Technical Officer attached  to the RTOM - Kalutara attached to the attached to Regulatory
to the Training Centre - retired after 40 years of RTOM Kalutara retired Matters retired after
Welisara retired after 29 service. after 36 years of service. 29 years of service.

years of service.

WE WISH THEM ALL THE VERY BEST IN THEIR RETIREMENT
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Resignations

In memory of...

B S N Perera attached
to the Accounting System
section resigned after
serving for one year and
six months.

A H M S S Abeysinghe
attached to HS - BB
network resigned after
serving for 6 months.
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P A C C Pathigoda
attached to the
[nformation Security
Section Office resigned
after serving for ¢ years.

M R Siriwardena
attached to HS - BPR
resigned after serving for
Z years.

B M N Comis, Telecom
Assistant — Technical
attached to the RTOM,
Chilaw passed away after
22z years of service.

K B S Somarathna,
Customer Care Officer
attached to PABX and
Payphone passed away

after 27 years of service.
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S M T Senevirathna,
Computer Operator
attached to the RTOM,
Anuradhapura passed
away after 13 years of
service.

We extend our

sympathy and
condolences to
the family and
their loved ones.

Photographs : Ravi Prabath
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M F Ashfa Hasmath,
daughter of M S M
Faizar, attached to
the call centre, SLT
headquarters and
Banu Faizar
celebrated her first
birthday on

September 10, 2007.

K Vihanga Himansi,
daughter of

K Thushara attached

to the Workshop,

Welikada and W P P
M Sajeewani

celebrated her first

birthday on October

11, 2007.

Anushika
Subramaniyam,
daughter of Vimala
Subramaniyam
attached to the
Kalmunai branch of
SLT celebrated her
fourth birthday on
October 13, 2007.

A Alfar Ahamed,
Son of C M Anzar
and Hairiya
attached to the
OPMC, Batticaloa
celebrated his first
birthday on
October 28, 2007.

A C N Sarada

Curuge, son of

A C B Sanjeewa
attached to RTOM
Office Anuradhapura
celebrated his first

birthday on

November 22, 2007.
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