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On a Sydney stage in November, the Koothu,
llangai Venthan Raavanan unfolded, but not
merely as a performance, but as a reclama-
tion. In a city thousands of kilometres away
from the landscapes that shaped our epics and
traditions, the story of our great Tamil King,
Raavanan, was retold through a distinctly Tamil
lens, one of sovereignty, intellect, valour, and
cultural pride.

Koothu has always been an art form of truth.
Rooted in traditional Tamil cultural art forms
and performed for the people, llangai Venthan
Raavanan did exactly that, moving beyond one-
dimensional portrayals to reveal Raavanan as
a powerful Tamil king and one of the greatest
devotees of Lord Sivan.

For many young Tamils growing up outside
the homeland, engagement with traditional arts
is often limited by distance, time, or perception.
Koothu, in particular, is sometimes dismissed
as outdated or irrelevant. Yet, when youth step
forward to learn and perform such forms, they
transform them into acts of cultural agency.
They show that tradition is not fragile; it is
resilient when embraced with understanding
and respect.

Performing lllangai Venthan Raavanan in
Sydney was a declaration that Tamil identity
does not weaken abroad. It strengthens. The
show was able to show diasporic communities
all over the world what the Tamil Youth of today
can do with proper guidance.

This Koothu was performed by 10 youth Uni
students, with little to no experience in the art
form due to its limited exposure in Western
countries. Yet through multiple rehearsals a
week over a period of months, they were able to
produce a spectacular traditional performance
that even they didn’t believe they could pull
off. Not only did they surprise the audience,
but they also surprised themselves.

That is perhaps the most important lesson
of all.

Just like these performers, every member
of the Tamil youth diaspora no matter where
in the world they live, carries the same poten-
tial. And this is not limited to Koothu alone. It
applies to all aspects of Tamil culture and tra-
dition: language, music, philosophy, literature,
and community leadership. The diaspora youth
have both the responsibility and the opportunity
to carry these legacies forward not as passive
inheritance, but as active practice.

When young Tamils choose to engage with
their culture, they do more than preserve it.
They redefine it for the present and secure it
for the future. As long as our youth continue
to step onto the stage, literal or metaphorical,
Tamil culture will remain not just remembered,
but lived.

| had the honour of performing as Raavanan
in this Koothu, and | congratulate all the dancers,
the directors, musicians and the many others
who supported this whole production.
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Salva Samt A_anaya Nayanar T he reckless

STl AWy

Aanaya Nayanar, the 13 of the
Saintly 63, lived as a herdsman
in the quiet expanses of Thiru-
purambayam, where cattle-tend-
ing formed the structure of his

Srisankarshan

Srisatkunarajah

English Editor
Thennadu

devotion was the flute he carried
with him. Its sound became the
means by which he articulated his
unbroken orientation toward Siva.

Each morning, as he led the cat-

community, being known for
peace and knowledge. Though
commonly the cowherds are classi
cally associated with Krishna, Aanayar’is
devotion to Siva did emerge from the
simplicity of rural life, shaped by the
discipline of daily labour and the clarity
of inward remembrance of the special
tribe who were Siva Devotees. The instru-

ment through which he expressed this
www.thennadu.org

-24-

tle to graze, he played the flute
with a stillness of mind that allowed the
notes to flow as a form of invocation.
The melody was strategic, as it was a
steady articulation of the sacred name,
repeated with sincerity until his focus
synchronised with the beats of nature.
This practice was neither performed for
an audience nor directed toward rec-

ognition. It was a private articulation of
ASITDIMG - WITHLYS Shisar 2025



devotion woven into the tasks of liveli-
hood. His spiritual discipline grew from
constancy rather than outward austerity.

On a day preserved in the tradition,
his absorption in the sound of the flute
produced a stillness that altered the
usual order of the natural world. As he
played, to paint a very hypothetical pic-
ture: as a tiger emerged from the forest
edge and approached him and other
wild beasts stepped closer,witnesses
from across the hill expected violence.
Aanayar remained unconscious of all of
this. The sound of the flute continued
constantly., triggering a trance where
predator and prey mingled, with a hun-
gry stomach and sharp claws still intact.
What changed was the factor of violence
and its source, which the cowherds un-
derstand so aptly.In that same scene,
one can imagine other animals of the
forest gather. Creatures ordinarily held
apart by fear understood the peace in
existence, wherever the sound vibrated,
realising the subsidation of the natural
enmity between hunter and prey.

The event is spoken of very uniquely
as an anecdote in the nayanar’s routine,
rather than as challenge or test, as expe-
rienced popularly by the collective 63.
His concentration had reached a purity
in which the usual agitation of the world
momentarily receded and no exempla-
ry test was required. This also goes to

www.thennadu.org -25-

show how much the lord is moved by
music, to an extent where his very own
routine goes astray when it comes to
bhakthas with a musical gravitas.

Rememberance

Aanaya Nayanar did not interrupt his
playing nor acknowledge the tension of
the scene. His devotion was not condi-
tioned by circumstance. It was the ground
of his life. His example shows that spir-
itual attainment does not require with-
drawal from the responsibilities of daily
work. It requires the alignment of every
action with inward remembrance. His
tending of cattle, and the steady sound
of the flute were not separate activities.
They formed a single discipline unified
through devotion. This triggered the di-
vine couple to take form and bless the
Nayanar with eternal grace, stripping
away from the tricks and divine play.

In the Saivite tradition, Aanaya Nayanar
is honoured as one who attained libera-
tion while remaining rooted in the duties
of everyday existence. His life stands as
evidence that the deepest states of de-
votion arise through constancy, sincerity
and presence. The peace that settled
upon the animals was not the external
power of God! It was but a reflection of
the clarity he cultivated within himself.
For this reason he isremembered as one
of the nayanars who show more mun-
dane relevance, and speak of the true
spectrum of attaining the core yearning.
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