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i iﬂatiun’% iﬁtrength

Not gold, but only men, can make

A people great and strong—
Men who, for truth and honour’s sake,

Stand fast and suffer long,

Brave men, who work while others sleep,
Who dare while other’s fly—

They build a nation’s pillars deep

And lift them to the sky.

R. 8. Emerson |






It is very significant that the
year 1969 which is an epoch
making year, marks the end of a
hundred years of state education
in Ceylon and at the same time
the dawn of a new era in space
flight. Man’s two successful lan-
dings on the moon ‘‘a great leap
for mankind" has won the first
place. But we in Ceylon are
justly proud of our hundred years
of state education though it is less
spectacular than space conquest.

Since gaining independence
two decades ago a determined
effort was made to prune the edu-
cational system of the country
and rid the unwanted legacies
of the colonial era. To this end
our educational system had to be
given vigour vitamility and dyna-
misam which would be in accord
with the hopes and ideals of a
growing nation and at the same
time serve the socio-economic needs
of the country. :

The system of free education
stands as the corner stone in the
fabric of our educational system.,
The introduction of Swabasha as
the medium of instruction has
brought education within the
reach of everyone.

One fifth of the total revenue
of the country is spent on edu-

nal

EDITTORIAIL

cation annually because the state
believes that education is a natio-
investment, To make this
ideal real it is not only impera-
tive that the educational system
of the country should serve the
material needs of the individual
and the socio-economic require-
ments of the country but also
inculcate in the individual and
the masses the sense of spiritual
values and the sublimation of the
baser instincts of man.

Education must first train a
man to discipline himself and
make him understand that he is
living in a social world and that
“right is might and not might
is right”. He must understand
himself and society; free himself
from all prejudices and live to
uphold the charter of human
rights by having a deep and
abiding faith in the equality of
all men and the universal brother
hood of man, whatever the race,
caste creed or colour- may be.

The youth unrest thatis pre-
vailing in almost all countries of
the world is perhaps due to the
faulty education that is imparted
to them. Technological progress
and the production of material
needs has outstriped man’s pur,
suit for spiritual ideals. Contem_
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presents a sad picture of racial
religious and colour conflicts.
Though man has scaled the heights
of knowledge and scientific achieve-
ment, he has not yet learnt to
control his passions and rise above
these to a spiritual level.

The evils in society brought
about by man himself can be
undone by man himself since he
possess within himself the power
to establish peace and harmony
among all mankind. According
to Shakespeare ¢There’s a divi-
nity in man, rough hew it, how
you will”.

If every man can realise that
there is divinity in him which is
superior to all science he can
stride the world and establish
peace harmony and prosperity.
The soul of man is sick today,
and the tragedy of the human
society throughout the world 1Iis
that they are more ready to for-
sake the paths of righteousness

porary society all over the world and throw aside moral and spiris

tual values for material gains.

Our educational system should
weave within its fabric the reality
of moral and spiritual values, 1t
should not end in the mere part-
ing of religious knowledge in the
classroom alone but should be
brought out in the playground,
the laboratory and in every actie
vity the school provides.

Our youth must be taught
that life and progress depends
upon these unchangeable values.
which have come down to us from
moralists like Socrates, Plato Aris-
toble and the great religious leaders.
of all times, the latest of them
was the great Mahatma Ghandi’
the apostle of ¢ Ahimsa” whose
birth centenary coincides, with
our Siyawasa celebration, May the
youth of this country and of the
world emulate this puny giant of
non violence of the twenticth
century. ' Let us look forward for
peace and prosperity among all
nations and all mankind.
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PRINCIPALS REPORT

It is with regret I write this
report because the Torch Bearer
had not made its appearance for
some time, This has happened
because of various difficulties and
we do hope the Torch Bearer will
make its appearance regularly in
future.

‘We started the second quarter
of the second century well.
Our classes have grown in size, in
number and I think in quality too.
There is a seriousness of purpose,
though all do not attain the goal
they desire. Our alumni also has
grown and we are seeing the re-
wards of all the struggle we have
had in starting and maintaining our
G. C. E. (A.L) classes. Our results
have been good and we have attrac-
ted very many good students. In
every field our girls have done well.
During this period at least seven of
our girls have had their ‘Arangetam’
in Bharatha Natayam and in
Carnatic Music. We see our students
in all types of positions in Ceylon—
from the administrative service to
humble but important housewives
and mothers. We see them in posts
all over the world—as Montessori
teachers and Physical educators in
America, as nurses and doctors in
England, as teachers of English in
Europe, as teachers in Africa and
o8 translators and radio artistes

even in Red China. It isa very
happy and encouraging thought
that Our Family extends not only
to all parts of Ceylon, India and
Malavsia, but to all parts of the
World as well.

Our numbers have grown and
now we are over 2000, we hope
however by dint of careful admis-
sion to bring the numbers down.
As such we have had a very chang-
ing staff and it is not possible inthis
report for me to mention all those
who joined us and all those who left
us. Mention however must be
made of the retirement of Miss H.R.
Thomas, who served the school
from 1937 as a teacher and as Vice
Principal. Miss Thomas has given
devoted and selfless service to the
school. We wish to record our
gratitude for ber loyalty to the
school.

The
into two

school was re-organised
in 1968 with Miss G. T.
Vadivelu as Principal of the
Kanishta School. I do feel thab
gradually the Kanishta School will
have to be moved out into enti-
rely separate premises. The deve-
lopement of both sections are being
hindered, by keeping them together,
T feel that the only solution is
for the Government to establish
a really good Kanishta Sehool
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in Jaffna Town, because the pre-
sent schools are unable to cope
up with the growing school going
population.

Activities in the school have
increased. We have done well in
athletics, badminton and netball
and we have maintained the lead
we had established in Games,
During this period a very success-
ful ballet Sukanya was staged-
We also entered for the schools
Drama competition organised by
the Aits Council. We obtained
second place in the all Island
Tamil Drama competition and first
place in the English Drama com-
petition organised in Jaffna,.

The school band came into being
during this period. We did extreme-
ly well by winning the first
place in the First All Island Band
Competition to be held in Colombo-
Our band is in great demand
locally and in Colombo. We repre-
sented Jaffna at the opening of
the Junior Universities at Kulia-
pitya and at the Siyawasa cele-
berations held in Colombo. We
bel¢eve in giving our students as
much scope as possible and every
year we have a talent picking
campa1gn, thinking of various ways
in which we can develop and
give our girls as broad an edu-
cation as possible,

The Siyawasa year is over
and we have actively participated
in the Siyawasa celebrations both -
in Colombo and in Jaffna, Further
the English Programme and the:
Tamil Programme with dramas
and oratorical contests as well as.
intensive practice in spelling,
writing and speech have been of
great use in the development of
language skills.

This year is Ghandhi cente-
nary year and in connection with
that we have had two important
visitors Shri Jayaprakash Naraya-
nan and Srimathi Vijalukshumy-
Pandit. Both stressed the import-
ance of service. Shrimathi Vija--
lukshumy Pandits’ visit will always:
be remembered by our students
because of the inauguration of the
Sakthi Senal — Groups of senior
students in our sehools pledged to.
loyalty, service and upliftment.

Higher education has been the-
goal of a large number of oup
students. The Universities have-
not been able to absorb all those:
who are fit for it. The Junior
Universities, Training Colleges and
Technical Schools have absorbed a.
number of them. Yet there is a log
of frustration, because Higher Edu-
cation is denied. Therefore the
present question of another Univer-
sity, what type it should be and
where it should be sited is of vital
importance . ‘to the. people a,nd
students of Jaffna
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The long needed repairs and
the long awaited building is now
more or less a dream fulfilled.

The main building along Vem-
badi Road is over a hundred years
old and thanks to our Director of
Education it is being repaired and
rennovated in stages. Soon it will
not be an eyesore to the publie
walking along Vembadi Road. The
mew Building consisting of five
class rooms and three Liaboratories
downstairs and an Assembly Hall
upstairs is being completed. The
class rooms and Laboratories were
completed in March 1969. In
connection with the opening, we
had an Exhibition of work which
was opened by the Director of Edu-
cation Northern Region and the
building was opened by the Member
of Parliament for Jaffna. During
the course of this year we hope to
finish the building.

7
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Finally I wish to pay a tribute
to our staff and our senior students.
Though there have been a number
of changes on the staff, yet we have
all worked together whole heartedly
for the benefit of the school and
the community. With single purpose,
they have worked and have given
of their best to the school. Dis-
cipline has been well maintained in
spite of the large numbers, for
which the student Council and the
Board of Discipline have been
responsible, The student Council
especially has taken up on them-
selves the task of organising acti~
vities and maintaining order. Our
grateful thanks to them and to their
leadership. Our success all round
has been because each one has
done her part, be it large or small,
to the best of her ability.
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Miss H. R- THOMAS (1936-1968)
Vice Principal (1949-1968)
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The Late Mrs. C. K. Hoole

(An Appreciation )

In the passing away of Mrs.
Charlotte Kanagammah Hoole,
Jaffna has lost a great Tamil
Scholar, the past pupils of Vembadi
a very gifted and ideal  teacher
who inculcated in them a burning
desire to discover the hidden gems
in Tamil Prose, Poetry and Drama,
and her friends and relations a
mosb aympabhebm. sincere, generous
and loving person. Another of
the * Grand old Ladies v of Jaffna
is gone and we all ‘thank God
for the hallowed  memories we
have of her. :

On behalf of the past pupils
of Vembadi who knew her and
loved her, I write this tribute to
a great teacher and friend who
helped to mould our characters
and fit us for life.

“Ka,na,gajc(m,” as we loved to
call her was a great interpreter
and lover of Tamil Literature.
Her lessons were never dreary
or drab for she made study =
glorious adyenture into the known
and unknown. Her genius in wri-
ting Tamil Plays is well known
in Jaffna and Colombo for she

is the author of several inspiring
Tamil Plays which portray the
rich and unique heritage and culture
of our Tamil people. She was
a strict disciplinarian, who believed
that the task of a teacher ig not
merely to teach dull facts, but
to train children to look at life
fairly and squarely and meet the
problems that life presents to them,
with wisdom and courage. During
the last few years of her Iife
when she experienced a fair share
of life’s suffering, she remained
calm and perfectly reconciled and
bowed te the will of God.

The most precious gift that
a teacher could receive from her
students is gratitude and that
Mrs. C. K Hoole had in a great
measure The only living memo-
rial we could set up for her in
our hearts is to delve deeper into
Tamil Language and Literature
and discover for ourselves the
treasures that would enrich our
minds and delight our hearts.

MgRs. S.]. ANANDANAYAGAM
(‘< Sathi” —for that’s how
she called me)



The Late Mrs. C. K. HOOLE
Teacher at Vembadi 1925 -1950
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The Education Centenary

“We pledge to thee all that is
fine in human nature — the
courage that preserves in the face
of difficulty, the inteqrity that
holds fast to that which is good,
and love that honours all men.

We the youth of the nation
pledge ourselves with unity and
dedicate ourselves to you our

dear Motherland.”

Such a noble pledge! May
the students of the present and
future prove themselves worthy

of it.

The phenomenal progress of
education in our country reached
jts climax with the advent of Free
Education. Ceylon could boast
of the highest percentage of liter-
ary in South East Asia until
recently when Malaysia and
Singapore are bidding fair in the
race. There was a time when we
carried our education into the
south eastern countries especially
Malaysia and truimphantly retur-
ned with handsome pensions for
our services.

Now, we have reached a point
when lands have to be allotted to
S. S. C qualified youth to make
them farmers at least — a bid to
solve the unemployment problem
of the educated youth.

Avenues of employment are
open in the newly developing
African; countries but what is the
fate of those who received their
entire education in Sinhalese or
Tamil?

The stress on the importance
of teaching English is not without
commendation. The English unit
worked in close connection with
the centenary celebrations and
their programme is laudable in
that they had set specific areas of
study, enabling all teachers of
English whether qualified or not
to set tasks prescribed, before
their. students and help them
to achieve the goal. The intro-
duction of competitions in each
activity also helped to cultivate
interest among the pupils. During
this programme it was clearly
evident that spoken English has
not been fostered sufficiently; as
the main goal was the G. C. E,
(O. L ) which tested the students
on two of the four language skills.
This programme however in-
terrupted the set syllabus for
the year and teachers struggled
to accomplish both especially
in the J-S. C. and G- CoC (O

classes

The competition introduced
by the English Unit was nothing
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new to Jaffna as the N.P.T. A.
annually conducts such com-
petitions and awards prizes to the
winners. As a result we were
aware where talents lay.

Inspite of the lack of acccm-
modation for our evergrowing
student population we success-
fully held an English Day. Our
ancient halls could accommodate
Barely three hundred students so
we could not invite parents and
well-wishers to witness our English
talents. The highlight of the pro-
gramme was our play ‘The
Bloaters'

Vembadi with its contribution
of about a hundred and thirty
years to Education and spritual
development of the community,
partly shared the trials and
triumphs of the Educational
system, and now as a government
school has put in all her might in
serving the growing student popu-
lation in their ever increasing
needs.

We swung into the centenary
celebrations with zeal and zest.
In close connection with the cente-
nary we successiully held a
science exhibition and opened
our new Science Block- With
space and time pressing on us we
trained our students for all the
competitions during class hours
aa well as after with an eye on

the set syllabuses for the various
classes forthe year. At the inau-
guration of all the final competi”
tions in our district the presence
of the indefatigable. Vembadi
Bands was always solicited and
they played their part well
enough to earn a commendation
from the public with the Junior
Band winning a second place in
the all island competition. Inspite
of the heat of the sun with a
determination we hoisted our tlags,
listened to the message, struck up
our bands and cheered the mara-
thon runners on their journey.

Although the public examin-
ations and the syllabuses were on
our concience we felt the Edu-
cational centenary a great land-
mark in the history of Ceylon and
ought to be celebrated.

Considering the prevalent
student unrest we can say with
Dickens ‘it isthe best of times and
it is the worst of times'. Proper
spiritual development of the
student with the correct sense of
values is the crying need of the
day. In the disturbed temper of
the times the youth of Ceylon
should learn to live by the pledge
they made on the centenary of
Education in their motherland.

Annaledchumy Rajapillai
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A Street In A Big Town

My favourite pastime is to
watch people. This i3 quite dffferent
from bird watching and is far more
interesting. Bus stands,
railways stations and cross-streets
are the best places to watch people
without being observed. We are
able to learn a lot of interesting
things about human beings without
any difficulty. T would like to
relate to you some interesting
things T have observed about the
people who goup and down Main
Street, Jaffna.

Early in the morning
the whole town is still except for
the cawing of crows. A bus or two
rush along the road with hardly a
passenger on it The milk man and
a few other pedestrians move busily
about the street Gradually it gets
brighter. The traffic on the road
begins toincrease Cars, Lorriesand
Buses rush madly down the street
Officers in their well starched uni-
forms and sober faces walk with
quick steps to their working placcs.
Now the shops have put up their

shutters fand the people are busy
buying things, The bus stops are
crowded ; with school children,

officers " aud elderly people all
anxiouslyawaiting the bus.

A little later an interesting
batch of people come down the
street. Tbey are the school girls.
They are a perfect treat to the eyes,
in their clean uniforms and beaubi-
ful hair-dos. Hugging their school
books they chatter away like
chimpanzees. Drowning the merry
voices of the girls are the bass
voices of the boys. They are on
their bicyeles trying to follow the
girls and attract their attention.
Some of them do not possess a cycle
but this is not going to daunt
them. They just get on to another’s
cyele so we find doubles and trebles
recklessly riding down the street.
They follow the girls till they turn
into their school; Then they move
off lazily to their schools.

After this there is a little peace
for some time, Then women with
their marketing bags are seen going
to the market. Some times there
are men also who go out to do the
family shopping

Some ladies undaunted by the
cooking and marketing, are deter-
mined to do a spot of shopping,
while the children are away In
school So we see them at the
counter pulling out sarees und
materials for closer scrutiny.
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Soon all have gone back home,
and the day is at its warmest, Yes
its time’ for] lunch. Then again
there is a mad rush, men women
and children, rush back home,
hurriedly for the long awaited rice
and curry meal After this quick
rush for?meals, peace re gns for a
few hours

Its evening now, and all the
people are determined to have g
few hours relaxation  Of course
“their methods of relaxing differs.
while the older folk prefer a slow
walk down the street, the younger
folk believe in madly rushing down
the road on & cycle or in g car.
The boys are fully dressed from
suede shoes to the latest in sun
glasses. Fully confidant of them-
selves they stand at street corners.
The girls are equally matched o
the boys. Young girls in their mod
shirts and fashionable hair dos,
come oub into the street to air their
fashionable clothes. At once an
admiring set of boys send out g wolf

whistle. These girls are satisfied
and walk past with smiling faces.
A little later a timid young misgg
comes down the street accompanied
by her brother. The boys deter-
mined to have a little more fun,
comment about the girl's clothes.
The angry brother comes to the
rescue of his sister and soon there
is a fight. Even the people who
had nothing to do with the incident
have joined the fight. Then i the
distance 1 hear the siren of the
police jeep but they have not heard
it and they con‘inue to fight. The
jeep comes closer and stops  The
constables jump down ang soon
are seperated. One by one the mig-
chievous boys are packed into the
truck. T watched all this standing
alone in a corner. Then the Jeep
starts out on its way to the Police
Station. I stand there alone, g
lonely figure in the growing dark-
ness of the night waving my handsg
vainly tothe boys. Thug ends a real-
ly interesting day in our street,

CHITRA RATADURAT

——————

WOMEN IN MODERN SOCIRTY

A great majority of people in
the world have g misconception
that women are feeble, have less
thinking power, and therefore
cannot render any useful service
to soeiety. Another erroneous

notion that people have is that
women should not g0 out of the
house and work in the govern-
ment and private sectors just as
males do, but are only fit to be
inside the house always, Some
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people assert that they do not
have the dominating personality
of men and therefore they cannot
manage anything on their own,

Women have assailed and
infiltrated the strict male preserves
like the Engineering profession.
In the mercantile services too they

have occupied every post from
that of counter girls and
filing clerks to coveted

posts of executives. Women are
on the scene inevery field:- Science,
Agriculture, and Education They
put their heart and soul ingo
whatever they do, and work un-
biringly for the betterment of society
Women also play o great 1ole
in the field of medicine, Many
women are trained as nurses and
they work day and night unceas-
ingly. It is patience and sincerity
which enable them to work in
an orderly manner, and a large
number of people are benefitted
by them. We can now boast of
women astronauts, Prime-Ministers,
Barristers, Lawyers, Police women
and Administrators too, The Prime-
Minister of India is g woman;
Israel’s woman Prime - Minister
Mrs Golda Meir and our own

given full

Mrs. Bandaranaiaske are examples
of emanicipated women,

Women play a great part at
home as well. Mother-hood is
something precious. Every boy
and girl, every statesman and
scholar was once lulled by the
lullaby of g mother, once felt
the fulness of her embrace and
was trained and nurtured into an
adult by her As we go through
the pages of history, we notice
that many women have left inde-
lible foot prints on the sands of

time Sarojini Naidu, Madam
Curie  Florenc Nightingale, to

name a few who have dedicated their
lives for the welfare of humanity,

So I come to the conclusion,
that women are capable of serving
society in many ways. It is not
only education, but the qualitieg
of gentleness and sincerity that
are the hallmarks of Women ip
the modern world and if they are
opportunity to work
with others there is no doubt that
they will be shining jewels of
the nation,

SWENDRINT ABRAHAM
Ho 8- @, 7st Yeardrts.
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Mahatma Ghandi on Ahimsa

If the essence of the most
§; ancient religion in the world could
* be extracted and expressed in a
. single word to suit the world of
- mini-skirts, mini-cars and mini-
maxims in which we dwell today,
that word would be Ahimsa or
non-violence of which Mohotma
Ghandi was the finest exponent.
The doctrine of non-violence is
basic to the Hindu religion. It
forms the way of life by which
Indian Saints as well as the com-
mon people lived and died down
the centuries until materialism
debased Oriental Culture and
tradition so that spiritual values
lost their appeal as well as their
meaning. It was Ghandi who
regenerated this creed in India
and made it the faith by which he
lived and died.

Ahimsa or non-violence is not
mere dogma, but a vital and bene-
ficient force which has the power
to banish all evilinfluences by its
very presence in men. It is the
special attribute of the soul. All
mystics and all men who have
realised, Truth in its highest form
possess it to a greater or lesser
degree. If I wszre asked, says,
Ghandi to define the Hindu creed
I should simply say ‘‘Search after
Truth thrcugh non-violent means’.
* Ahimsa-dharma as enunciated by

sages of old in India- means love
in its highest form, the moral code
of not hurting any living being, of
goodwill to all humanity and for-
giveness even towards enemies,
assassins, criminals and perse-
cutors.

Ghandishowed that this moral
rule cculd be applied even to
politics as it could be practised
in personal and public life- He
stated plainly, ‘‘My goal is friend-
ship with the world and [ can
combine the greatest love with the
greatest opposition to wrong”.
Before Ghandi's dayv public life
was the sphere of politicians and
practical men of the world realists
who understood human strength
and human weakness, who saw in
the struggle for freedom a political
battle to be fought with political
weapons such as resort to diplo-
macy, equivocation, even violence.
In the first two decades of this
century young India had at-
tempted to attain freedom by
using the methods of physical
force. Anarchical outrages, under-
ground conspiracy and assasi-
nation were considered the
sanctioned methods of advanced
politics. Subhas Chandra Bose
organised his movement for free-
ing India from bondage to the
British, but he died before it
could be effected.
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The Mahatma revolutionised
‘the struggle for political indepen-
dence by teaching the people another
method, the method of Satvagraha
or the use of non-violent moral
force. He thus elevated the poli-
tical means of achieving freedom
to the moral plane Ghandi openly
declared, “Buddha would have died
resisting the priest-hood if the
'majesty of his love had not proved
‘to be equal to the task of bending
‘the priesthood”. Christ died on the
“Cross with a crown of thorns on his
head defying the might of a whole
empire and if I raise resistance
of a non-violent character, I simply
and humbly follow in the footsteps
-of the great teachers”

- He successively unfolded the
policy of civil-disobedience to parti-
cular unjust laws, refused to pay
taxes (such as the tax on salt) and
non-cooperated with the British
‘Government in power He opposed
passive resistance to police bludgeo-
ning and baton-charges and instruc-
ted his followers to go to jail for
whatever terms their judges
gentenced them to to serve. Thous-
ands flocked to prison, men as well
a8 women volunteers and hundredd
had their heads or limbs injured
in the brutal police methods use
to check the movement by the
British Raj Yet not all his follow-
ers had Ghandiji's spirit of toler-
ation and endurance or his moral

capacity to forgive his enemies.
Angered by the violence they
encountered, some of them resorted
to terrorist tactics such as derailing
trains, throwing hand-bombs and
cutting telegraph wires, causing loss
of life and damage to Government-
owned property. Ghandiji’s immedi-
ately had the grace to apologise in
memorable words “I have comitted
a Himalayan blunder” and recalled
the volunteers by undertakinga fast
in atonement of their sins. So power-
ful was the moral force thus gener-
ated that it roused the conscience
of the British Public to accede to
the demand of independence to India:.
Thereby the Labour Government of
Attlee was moved to grant auto-
nomy to India at last 'Thus did
India win Swaraj or self-govern-
ment by peaceful means through
the leadership and guidance of
Ghandiji, who was henceforth

known as the Father of the Nation.
In his own words Ghandi put for-
ward the case for independence
achieved by Ahimsu, thus “Buddha

fearlessly carried the war into
the enemy’s camp snd brought
down on its knees an arro-

gant priesthood, Christ drove out
the money - changers from the
Temple of Jeruselam and brought
down curses from Heaven upon
the hypocrites and the Pharisees”.
Both were for intensive direct action.

But even as Buddha and Christ
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chastised, they showed unmistak-
-able gentleness and love. They
would not, raise afinger against their
enemies but gladly surrendered
themselves, to the truth for which
‘they lived”’

The Mahatma considered religion
-above all else in the world. It was
‘the religion that enobled his policy
and programmes, Ghandi himself
-declared, “My patriotism is sub-
gervient to my religion” The triple
ideals of truth, love and service
were the concepts that inspired his
life and activities. Ghandi showed
the way to self-purification along
‘the road of Truth, Lioveand Service
He called upon his followers to rid
‘themselves of all egotism, all pre-
judice and to giveup the distinction
-of race. class and creed that seper-
ated Man from his fellow-beings.
“True religlon is not external
-observance. It is faith in God and
living in the presence of God, it
means - Ahimsa” Ghandi said,
“Without Ahimsa, it is not possible
to seek and find Truth. Ahimsa
and Truth are so intertwined that
it is not possible to- disentangle,
them They are like the two sides
-of a coin or rather of a smooth un-
staraped metallic disc. 'Who can
-say which is the obverse and which
is the reverse? Nevertheless Ahimsa
is the means. “fruth is the end”

Ghandiji’s religion transcends
all creeds, is above all denomina-
tions and soars beyond divisions of
bigotry and sectarianism. Service
to others is true sacrifice. Love is
the only remedy for hate Ghandi
enunciated this supreme law thuss
‘“Hatred ever kills, love never dies.
What is obtained by love is retained
longer and what is obtained by
hatred proves a burden in reality
for it increases hatred The duty
of a human being is to diminish
hatred and to promote love There
is no deliverence and no hope with-
out sacrifice, discipline and self-
control.” It necessarily involved
the abjuration of eating fish orflesh,
for all life was sacred. The principle
of Ahimsa, which Ghandi followed
meant even more to him. He ex-
plains it in these words.” ILiving
faith in God means acceptance .... ..
change over to your faith’.

Such a life of perfect dedication,
a life of continued selfless service
to his fellow - men, did. Ghandijj
live daily. He served the village
and the city, men and women, o]d
and young, rich and poor alike,
trying to solve their problems of
body and mind He served the
sick and the suffering, the out caste
of society, the leper and the untouch-
able, for his vision was based on the
oneness of humanity and he served
India as an integral part of the
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world. He expressed his ideal
clearly; ‘“Where I cannot help, [
must resolutely refuse to hinder.
Love never claims, it ever gives.
Love ever suffers, it never resents,
never revenges itself. Where love
is there God is also.”

Mahatma Ghandi’s contribution
to India’s deliverence from the
British yoke will be honoured by
generations to come, for his name
will be written in letters of gold on
the scrolls of History. Martin
Luther King, the assasinated Negro
leader in America, was Ghandi’s
most famous disciple, in that he
successfully applied Ghandijis
principle of non-violent, non co op-
eration to win democratic rights for
the oppressed Negro.

An American Christian Mission-
ary in his spontaneous tribute to the-
martyred saints summed up all that-
Ghandi stood for when he said thab
“The best living example of Christs
teachings embodied in the sermon
on the mount was Mahatma
Ghandi”.

History can offer - no:
parallel to Ghandi’s unique contri-
bution to Mankind, for he sue-
cessfully provided unexampled
political leadership to the Indian
people which  combined  the
highest human ideals of a true saint
with the practical realism of one of

the greatest reformers of mankind.

RANjNI MURUGIAH
G.C. E. (AL) Sc.

% IRVaSIOR (y[ Fheo 17/7:'721')- in the
KZQ]Or@/ o/ //émzbzbe /éZSAZbDS.

The word woman, and fashion,
have gone together from the in-
ception of the world. Women
followed the fashions, set by their
ancestors. They were afraid to
break the rules, fearing ridicule
and criticism.

The present day women are
baffled, by the complexities of the
modern human science. They are
forced by circumstances to war-
with the faghions handed down
by their mothers.
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First and foremost the rising
cost of living has made them
cut down on cloth. The ankle
length frocks had to go up gradua-.
lly to the Mini. The gloves
had to be discarded, and sleeves
had to reach the shoulders.

Fashion designers madec apital
out of this, and it is interesting
to note that they have made legs
come into lime-light. American
cosmetic manufacturers have come
out with leg make-up and body
paint. One can grow green, blue,
mauve or gold with ‘ Mini' frocks
and fancy stockings, and give legs
a gleaming smooth finish.

Every fashion conscious woman
wants to look chic, and elegant
and be the centre of afttraction
in society. The men want them

to be ‘the envy of other
women and so dress them like:
fashion models. The ‘mini”
not only makes one look an
attraetive - sweet sixteen, but is

also exciting to dance the jigin! -

More-over the majority of
women, do not have a personality
of their own. They do not want
to grow old gracefully, but copy
set fashions whether it suits them
or not. So the mini of course!

The modern woman has to
work hard and look comfortable,
cool and elegant with the mini-
mum of time and effect. Hence
the invasion of the ‘Mini’ in the
world of femine fashions,

DHARARKA THAMBYAH
G. C. E(A. L.) 1st Year Science

VEMBADI GIRLS’ HIGH SCHOOL
IN 2000 A.D.

R:ip Van Winkle of 1970 lay
asleep for thirty years. He awoke
in 2000 A. D. and made his way
to Vembadi to meet his grand
daughter.

As he approached the gates
they tlew open on their own. He

drew back a step in alarm. He:
gradually gained courage and
walked through. The gates closed::
after he had passed through.
He could not understand this -
mystery- ‘

He was s'urp-rised‘ to find the:
place completely changed. An-
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array of multi-storeyed buildings
had sprungup in the Vestcampus.
There were elevators and escala-
tors in all the buildings.

The class rooms were air-
conditioned and luxuriously fini-
shed with foam-rubbered chairs
and polished tables. At the rear
portion of the classroom were
high stools and a circular table.
Students could sit there and sip
coco-cola. There were easy chairs,
for relaxing. There were radios,
tape - recorders, record players.
amplifiers, ear-phones and refri-
gerators with iced drinks.

In each block there was a
library with comics and the latest
books on all subjects. 'In addition
there were social halls, music
rooms, a modern . cafetaria, ~a
beauty parlour, a dress designing
parlour, a gymnasium and a swim-
ming pool.

At the centre of the campus
was a large open air theatre with
modern equipment. There were
also comeras for shooting films.

. There were a number of cars
parked in the large area. There
was'also a petrol station close to
it. Rip Van Winkle wondered

whether this was a Taxi Stand. He
was told that the cars belonged
to the students studying in Vem-
badi.

The Science laboratories had
the latest scientific instruments
and equipment.’ The students
were taught a variety of subjects.
Some of them were' Architecture,
Archeology, Photography and
even car mechanism.

Enjoying all these facilities in
the class rooms were a group of
mini clad girls. What was fasci-
nating was that each teacher was'
assigned only eight students. The
teachers were in black jeans.

A modern administration .
block was built fairly close to the;
main gate. Computer machines
were installed in the oiflce to do-
most of the work

After walking round the cam-"
pus of Vembadi in a daze, Rip -
Van - Winkle left the place as
confused as ever. It was only
then that he realised that he
had slept thirty years.

SAROJINIDEVI RAGUNATHAN
Graderl() C Science
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A POOR RELATION

At my father's table wasto
be found, every Sunday, the
mysterious figure of an aged
gentleman clothed in a neat black
suit, of a sad yet comely ap-
pearance. His deportment was
of the essence of solemnity,
his words few or none, and I
a small child was not to make
a noise in his presence. I did
not like to be silent but I used
to admire him in silence. A parti-
cular arm-chair was always as-
signed to him, which none of
us dare occupy.

“Egg Hoppers and Seeni-Sam-
bol” was a special menu which
distinguished the days of his
coming. My mother used to
supervise in the making of these
hoppers in order to escape his
criticism — as he had on
certain occasions shown his dis-
appointment and dissatisfaction
if the egg hoppers were not to
his tsste. At times he was humo-
rous. Whenever we children asked
for a few cents to buy sweets
he would empty his pockets and
say ""Clean Suit, Empty Pockets”.
This was his stock joke.

I used to think of him as a:
prodigiously rich man. All that
I knew of him was, that he-
and my father were school mates-
years ago at Jaffna, and that
he came from Vaddukoddai. In
spite of the respect we had for-
him if ever we made any ad-
verse comments about him my
tather would immediately defend.
him and try to give some ex-
planation.

My father and he had played:
in the same cricket team in
school. Sometimes they had
competed with each other to
see who scored more runs or-
took more wickets. He would
often say that he was a better-
player than my father. But my
father would say that he was better.
Many and hot were the skirmishes
they had on this topic — the only
one occasion on which the old
gentleman would get annoyed.
But my father generally contrived
to turn the conversation adroitly
to something else.

After some time his visits su-
ddenly stopped. We were worried
and wondered whether he had
taken displeasure over something
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-we had done. One Sunday we
received a sad message that he
‘had passed away to the world
beyond. We also heard that he
had left sufficient money for

his burial expenses. We attended
his funeral and paid our last
respects to A Poor Relation.

BHAVANI ARMSTRONG

Cg Jreami Cg was
L il

[ —.

The advancement of science
“has made man very ambitious and
heis in an age of exploration.
‘This is the Lunar Age and scien-
“tists in National Aeronant ics and
‘Space Administration say that in
.a year's time U. S. Apollo Astro-
nauts will not only land on the
‘moon but also drive off in a Lunar
Rover exploring the moon. The
marvellous achievement of Neil
Armstrong, Edwin Aldrin and M.
-Ccllins was their unique journey
‘to the mocen.

One sunny Poya afternoon as
Ilay in bed the lunar mission kept

‘hauniing me.

Then suddenly I found myself
dressed in a Batik trouser suit

and my brother in a dyed suit
wearing a tie. We were both
driven in our father’s land rover
to a hill just behind our bungalow.

And there we saw a large
space-craft named ‘Bono-13'
ready to carry us to the moon.
We got in and shut the door and
I pressed a button. To our horror
the craft started off like a bullet.
Later | perceived a change as we
were floating in space. My brother
was at the controls and I had
ample time to explore the cratt.
There were plenty of blankets to
keep us warm and food in con-
tainers. We despised dehydrated
food, so we had string-hoppers,
and chicken-curry. There was
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plenty of Mineral Water to quench
our thirst.

After I explored the craft and
the Eagle which was joined to it
I took over from my brother the
manipulation of the craft. I found
it very easy and I manipulated it
much better than him. My brother
was astonished to see all the food
and clothing being hurled from
side to side. He screamed at me
to move over or else he would
jump off. I asked him to relax
his muscles and explained to him
that we were cut off from all
-exterior gravitation and were
flying from the earth at a tangent
After a very long journey I could
see that we were nearing the
moon. [t was a splendid view
‘with vast extinct volcanoes. cra-
ters, cracks and deep hollows.
By now our transmitter which was
-out of order started working. My
brother was transmitting mes-
sages to his friends who wanted

to: know whether he could see

any females clad in micro—minis !

Then while my brother was
operating the command ship and
orbiting the moon, I got into the
Eagle and separating myself from
the mother ship went towards the
mocn. [ landed carefully on the
surface of the moon and after
resting for a while | crept cut on
the moon lani placing my right
foot on the ground. Fear cve:-

came me as | realised ihat I was
all alone in a new and unknown
world.

After a short Lunar walk, I
separated the Lunar Rover which
was attached to the Ezgle and
went exploring the surrounding
moon scape.

[ took many photographs and
planted a flag of my Mother-land
—Lanka! I also collected many
gems and precious stones and
some golden soil for my brother’s

fish tank as I had promised him

Then I returned to my Eagle
and carefully joined the mother
craft in which my brother was
orbiting the moon. [ was thrilled
as the most dificult part of our
journey had been sccomplished:
We transmitted messages to the
earth and every one was full of
praise. Our friends applauded u$
for our achievements. We were
heading for a splash down at the
Maskeliya Dam, among the green
tea bushes of the hill country.
I was quite proud and even
happier than Neil Armstrong, and
the other Apollo astronauts as’l
was the first female to set foot on
the moon-

Then suddenly I felt c'mily
and Irealised that [ was fully
drenched to the skin. Well, it

was only April Fool's Day and



THE NEW SCIENCE BLOCK




Opening of The School Szience
Exhibition by Mrs. R.S.PARMER
Chief Education Officer Jaffna - March 1963
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my brother and sister had dream and my brother and sister
carried me while I was asleep were making fun of me as though

.and thrown me into our garden
gwimming pool. Was'nt I furious
‘when I realised that I had a Lunar

I was a lunatic!

MENARA KANAGASABAY
Grade 104, Arts.

The Opening of the

Science Block

s e oo Qoclelrcfod

March 15th 1969 is a red
jetter day in the history of
Vembadi Girls’ High School.
Tt was on this day that the newly

built Science block was opened

by Mr. G. G. Ponnampalam M. P.
for Jaiftna. A well equipped and
up-to-date Science Laboratory
had been a long felt need at
our school. Being a premier in-
gtitution in the island, our school
has attracted students from
varicus parts of the country.
In recent times the numbers have
swel ed to well over two thousand-
The existing laboratories and
classrooms have proved in-
adeguate for the large num-
ber of students in the school.
Thanks to the untiring efforts
of our Principal, a magni-
ficient building has' now come

into being within the four walls
of Vembadi.

The highlight of the opening
ceremony was an Hxhibition of
the work of the school in Arts,
Crafts, Geography and Science:.
Preparations for the exhibition
started ‘a month' earlier. The
school was a bee hive of acti-
vity. - With - the able guidance

of our teachers we-were able to

organise an excellent exhibition.
This exhibition would have clearly
demonstrated to all, the all round
nature of the education imparted
in this school. We are really
fortunate in getting an opportu-
nity of studying at Vembadi.

On the 15th of March 1969
all the arrangements were ready
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“The finishing touches had keen
giv_érn-l The Principal, staff and
students were anxiously awaiting
the arrival cf our Chief Guest.
To*Us time seemed to move
very slowly. At about 4 p. m
the news that our Chiet Guest
had arrived reached our
We rushed towards the gate to
have a view of our Chief Guest.
He had come on time. Mrs. R. S.
Parmer who represented the
Director of Education, Northern
Region had also come. There was
a very large gathering. The 3chool
compound was fully packed.

Mr- G. G. Ponnampalam was
garlanded by the Lower School
pre.ect. The Girl Guides formed

a guard of -honour. . The School

bard led the procession and the
Chief Guest went up ~to the
beautifully decorated platform
It was indeed a
Beaming with smiles our. Chief
Guest looked pleased with the
welcome accorded to him.. Miss
Thambiah welcomed the Chief
Gusest and then he spoke. He
congratulatzd the school on the
good name they hadearned all
over the island. He also paid a
grea: compliment to. the missio-
naries who had laboured at

earsS-

lovely sight.

Vembadi for many years to build
up such a school. Mrs. R S.
Parmer also congratulated the
school on its progress and achieve-
ments. The Chief Guest distri-
buted the Certificates of Merit
for those who had distinguished
themselves in varicus school
activities.

Next our Principal led Mr.
G. G. Ponnampalam &and Mrs.
R S. Parmer to the entrance of
the the new building. He lighted
an oil lamp and cut the ribbon
thus declaring the building open-
The lcng awaited ceremony had
been at last performed: Mrs. R. S.
Parmer opened the Science
section of the building. Both of
them were taken rcund the Exhi-
bition. They seemed to show
very great interest in the various.
exhibits. Students in charge of
each section explained all about
the exhibits. = The public also-
viewed the exhibits. The
proceedings came to an end
with a dance periormed by a few
girls in the Lower School. Thus
ended the ceremony which all
of us had longed to see.

S ULOCHANA PARAMANANTHAM§
G.C.E. (A L) 1st Year Maths =

D



891 uonjedwo) pueg
pueis] [IY oY} e pubg Iiseg puv }ssjpbwg







(.31 )

The Sipawasa Exbibition in Colombe

Siyawasa is a Sinhala word.
It means a century . The Depart-
ment of Hducation which was
established in 1869 completed
a hundred years of state education.
Celebrations were held all over
the island to commemorate this
great event. They were in the
form of contests, displays and exhi-
bitions, The most important item
was the Siyawasa Exhibition in
Colombo. This exhibition was
held during the month of August
at Royal college and Thurstan
College, All the schools in the
island took part in the exhibtion
and sent valuable exhibts.

The opening ceremony Wwas
impressive. There was a march
past of all the school bands.
The marathon runners brought
messages of good will. The Siya-
wasa flag was unfurled.

There were many exhibits in
Arts and Crafts and Science. There
were Geographical and Historical
pietures, models and charts, and
also teaching aids. Different
government departments had their
own exhibits. The agricultural
department through charts and

pictures exhibited its development:
from the very start. The Irriga-
ation department through models,
and pictures showed the develop-
ment of Irrigation in Ceylon.
The Gal-oya and Walawa Ganga
projects were very well illustrated.
The Health Department, Police
Department and the Department
of Industries too had their exhibits.

All departments co—operated in
making the Siyawasa Exhibition
a success.

Besides these there were all
kinds of amusements and entertain--

ments. There were merry-go-.
rounds, swings, and other amuse-
ments. There were dce-cream.

stalls, milk-bars and. snack Dbars.
The place was beautifully illumi-
nated with electric bulbs of

various colours

Iivery night thousands of.
people  visited the exhibition.
The Ministry of Education obtain-
ed a large amount of money by
their exhibition.

The exhibition - has - done*
immense good to the people of !’
Ceylon. Tt has enlightened them -
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on the various types of develop-
ment that have taken place in
the country. Teahers and Parents
were able to lea,rn more abouf
the new methods of teaching
the different subjects. The stu-
dents were able to learn much
more than  they would have

learnt in school. The newspapers
were full of photographs and
descriptions of the various stalls.
It was a very great event im
my country.

SR1 RANjJINI EsVARAPATHAM:
9 C, Science
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It was on Wednesday, 2T7th
August 1969 that my parents
decided to go to Colombo by
plane. 1 was thrilled at this idea
as [ had not gome by plane
before, I was anxiously waiting
for the plane trip.

A day before the intended
plane trip we packed our clothes
and made the necessary arrang-
ments. I found it difficult to
sleep that night as I was thorou-
ghly excited. At last the day
dawned bright and clear. My
mother and I got out of bed
quite early. After break-fast we
got dressed and went to the Air-

port by car. There were a few
other passengers seated in the
waiting room patiently waiting
for the plane.

An officer at the air port
checked and weighed our things.
and took charge of them., We
then went into the waiting room
and sat there with the other
passengers. We heard a sound
far away, it gradually grew
louder. We knew the plane was
going to land., I left my seat
and walked into the open space
to see it land. After the passen-
gers had got down from the plane
we were asked to get in. The
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door was shut. The passengers
waved good bye to their friends
and relations who were at the
alr port.,

~ The air hostess gave us cotton
wool to plug our ears with. The plane
started with a roar which fright-
ened me. Then it went higher
and higher. The trees and houses
looked smaller and smaller as
we rose above. I enjoyed look-
ing down at the landscape. After
some time the air hostess gave
us some short eats.

After an hour we reached the
Ratmalana Air port. Again there

was a loud noise as the plane
descended slowly and finally touch-
ed the ground.

We all got out of the plane

and went to a room in the
air port. Our uncle met us there
home in his.
journey

day

and took us to his

car. I enjoyed the
and spent the rest of the
in Colombo visiting places.

VINOTHINI GUNANAYAGAM

Grade 8 A.

A trip to the Mocn
—

A few days after man’s
historic flight tothe moon, I was
reading the newspaper articles
about it. Suddenly [ heard a
terrific explosion. I felt I was
being transported upwards. I had
a reeling sensation. Then I had
a black-out.

I felt uneasy and helpless,
I did not know where I was.
Suddenly I heard my friend

call me by name. It was good’
to hear voices. She was as
puzzled as I was and wondered
what this strange experience
could be. Before long we heard
a faint voice asking us how we
were after the terrible explosion,
It was from Ground Control..
It was only then that we realised :
that we were going to the moon"
int@spaces ships'&~ ' i
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We were thrilled that we
were being given this wonderful
experience. Once we were out
in space we looked out of the
window. We saw a number of
planets and heavenly bodies
tloating about: We saw the earth
moving away from us. It had
a beautifull greenish blue colour
with patches of brown. We
received instruction from Grcund
Control to swallow a few food

‘capsules and go to bed. We
did so.
What was interesting about

this trip was that we had noth-
ing to do except eat and sleep
till we reached the moon. The
space ship moved by itself.

The next morning we were
wakened by Ground Control
They asked us to be ready to
land on the moon. We put on
our space suits, swallowed a
tew pills and got ready to step
cft.. Suddenly there was a bump-

Qur space ship was now on
the moon. .

Our * excitement knew no
bounds. - A§ soon as “we got

orders from Ground Control to
step out [ climbed down :the
ladder. My friend followed me.
We tried to walk a few steps

but found that we were risingr
gracefully and coming down on
the hard surface with ease. In-
a few minutes we found that we-
had gone several hundred feet
away from the space ship. Sudden-
ly my friend paused and reminded.
me that I was the first Ceylon-
ese tc set foot on the moon and
she was the second. We were.
thrilled that our names would
go down in history and that every"
newspaper would have our
names in bold print on the
cover page. We wondered what
our colleagues and staft would.
say about our marvellous feat.

I tried a hop, step and a-
jump on the moon surface. 1
was carried a very long distance
away from my friend. I smash-
ed all world records. What a
pity I had no measuring tape
to find out how much [ had
cleared. My friend had to
do a similar leap to be with
me. We decided to leave behind
some articles to prove that we
had visited the moon. I had
a copy of the Ceylon Times:
We scribbled our names on
it and left it in a crater. My
friend had a Vembadi report
book: Her marks and grades
were not too good but we deci-

.ded to leave it there to prove
‘that we were from Vembadi:
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We decided to explore more
of the moon when suddenly we
‘heard Ground Control asking us

to hurry back to the space ship
with our rock samples. We began

walking hurriedly towards the
space ship when we fell by
-accident into a crater. Down,

down, down we went into a
dark hole. I screamed in fright.
My cries and sobs mode my
brother laugh. He shock me and
asked me why [ was crying.
Only then I realisied that I had

been dreaming. :
DEvakI VAMADEVAN
Grade 9 A Sc -

>

r/?ecza/zby ﬁyr %owéc@e
and FPlhoasure

Reading maketh a full man
and broadens ones mind and
ou'lock in life. It is said that
knowledge is power. This power
of knowledge can be attained by
reading. One who does not in-
dulge in reading is like a frog in
a well. Unlike other hobbies,
no time or place can ke fixed
{or reading-

Reading is one of the most
interssting and useful hobbies.
It keeps us absorbed for hours
together. Sometimes we do not
{eel the passing of time. People
-even iorget the objects around
them.

By reading magazines, books
and periodicals we know what
is happening in every part of
the world. Reading lifts the pdgr
out of their misery and the sick
out of their suffering. They are
friends to the lonely.

A poet once szid,
“ My never failing friends are!
they, With whom I converse
day by day ” ,
il
NALINI THAMAYANTHY MARKANDAYE&{

Grade 8§ C

(7
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AN UNFOGETTABLE DAY -
IN MY LIFE.

My school closed on the 5th
-of May and I planned to go on
& trip to Hatton by car along
with my parents and brothers,
We made all necessary arrange-
ments for the trip. I did not
bave a restful night thinking of
‘the interesting trip yet to come.

At last the suncame up and
was mnow peeping through the
‘tall palmyrah palms. I did not
have the time to admire the

rising sunas we had to leave
bhome at 6-30 a. m We packed up
everything quickly and were there
in the car sharp on time. We
started our journey after breaking
a coconut and praying abt the
nearby temple.

Now the sun had risen @
bit and its beams
into the car. We were driving
fast along Kandy Road, towards
the east Our first halt was at
Murukandy = where we had
breakfast in a eafe. After breaking
a second coconut and praying at
the temple, the “ Triumph Herald”
in. which we travelling,

were pouring

our

were

started with a jerk and we were
soon driving through forests. We
passed Vavuniya and Anuradhapura

and reached  Kurunegala at
about 1-30 p. m. We sawmonkeys
on the trees and along the sides
of the road. We had our

lunch at Kurunegala and resumed
our journey towards Hatton hoping
to reach Hatton in about three
hours, not knowing what misfortune
was in store for us.

We looked out and saw the
valleys and mountains covered
with tea andrubber plantations.
Here and there were a few
factories. Now the weather
suddenly changed and warned
us of a heavy downpour. At last

the expected shower came-unfortu
nstely for us, but fortunately
for the car which had nok
been washed for a week or so.

The heavy rain lasted only
a few hours and soon it cleared.
But there was a thick mist that
covered = the surrounding area and
prevented us  from admiring”
the natural beauty around us.
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Suddenly we felt the- car Slip-
ping off the road. There was a
jerk the car bounced and tumbled
irto a valley, I f{fell

shut my eyes tight. I
know what happened next.

dizzy and
did nog

When I opened my eyes, 1
found myself on a spring bed.
My parents and brothers were
also lying on beds near me. Now I
was able to hear my mother say

that God is great, and that He
had saved us from severe injury

and death, I thought to myself,
that the two coconuts which had
been broken early in the day had
not been broken in vain,

Later when I was at my
gisters’ place in Hatton, I came
do know that the valley into

which our car had fallen, was nof
deep and that the car had landed
on the mud, rather gently. But, I

had been unconscious for a couple
ofhours , due to severe shoek-.

I cannot forget this strange
experience during my lifetime and
continue to thank God daily, fof
having been our saviour.

V ASUNDRADEVI KATIRAVETPILLAT
Grade 8 D

MY FIRST DAY 4T YWEAMBADI

\\,.—\_mz-

With mixed feelings of sor-

row, fear and anticipation, [
entered the gates of Vembadi
Girls' High School wondering

what my life in this school would
be like.

After being ushered to the office,
I had to wait for one painful hour.

The principal sent for me. I arose
from my seat and entered her room:
in great fear, but her smile allayed
my fears quickly. After questioning:
me, she directed me to the Form
IC class. I followed the clerk.
My heart was beating fast at the
thought of meeting a group of

new girls. 1 entered the class.-
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and the teacher welcomed me
kindly and showed me to a seatb.

All the girls stared at me as
if I was a savage who had come
from the jungles of Africa. They
giggled and whigpered to each other

but they could not make their
comments aloud as the teacher
was there. I overheard some of

their comments. One said “Liook af
her hair style” The next said
“Tiook at her face.” 'She appears
to be a stuck up girl” was another
remark. A girl who sat behind me
whispered aloud to her neighbour,
¢] think she is a Sinhalese.” The
remarks made me uneasy. 1 felt
like running back to my old school,

The bell rang, it was the interval.

The girls surrounded me armed
with many questions. “What is
your name?”’ “How old are you?”

=

<'Are you Sinhalese?”’ I answered
in English they winked at each
other and asked me. “Do you know
Tamil?’’ 1said ¢“Yes” After thorough=
ly cross questioning me they left
me alone.

I would have been very lonely
the whole day had I not met an

old friend of mine. In the after-
noon the principal calied me and
told me that I had been put in
the Form I D class. Those girls
welcomed me kindly.

Thus the first day ended. Now
I am accustomed to life at Vem-
badi. I am a part of Vembadi.
Now I join my class mates and
bully new comers who come to

_my class

S1vASOTHY SABARATNAM
Grade 10 C Science.

IE RGOV CALLED VACATION

g//A

The year has ended. The
examination is over; but the
results are not known. My friends
have left me. I have a month
to spend without my {riends,
my teachers and the thrill of

waiting for the school bus which
is never on time and always
crowded to capacity.

My parents are happy that
their little daughter will be with
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them for a month to help them
ijn the daily chores. [ do like
my parents, my sisters and
brothers. I also like to help my
parents. But, to be away from
school for a month is an agoay-

Even a holiday, in the best
holiday resorts will not give me
the joy I miss when | am away
from school for long.
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Report of the

Principal
Miss M. Thambiah

Head Prefect
Yasothara Sinnadurai

Student Council 1968

Advisor
Mrs, S. Balasubramaniam

Games Captain
Umayal Ratnasingam

Prefects House Captains
Vimala Arumugam Hornby: Gnaneswari Sivagnanam
Panchanayaki Arunachalam Creedy: Varathaluxmy Bramanantham
Gowri Manickavasagar Lythe:  Sridevi Arumugam

Devaki Nadesan

‘Sivaja Sivanathan
Kanakambihai Kanapathipillai
‘Shanthakumari Gunaratnam
Nanthini Sivathasan

Kalayini Thambiah

Sulochana Ponniah

Scowcroft: Jeyanthi Poopalasingam
Middle School Prefects

Eswari Packianathan
Rohini Selvaratnam

Lower School Prefect
Thanuja Sivathasan

It is with pleasure that I write the report of the Student Council for the year
1968. During this year the Council carried out its duties successfully.

The year began with the Student Council elections. The girls participated in
-the election with great enthusiasm. In fact the Student Council elections prove a
-good training for the girls in democratic practice.

At the first meeting the Principal informed the members of the Council of their
.duties, such as helping to keep the school clean and supervising and maintaining
-discipline. Sulochana Ponniah was elected Secretary. During the year the Prefects
.carried out these duties with enthusiasm and success. They also helped to collect
.money for worthy causes. The Head Prefect and some other Prefects represented
‘the school in debates with other schools. In all spheres of activity the Prefects
-worked unitedly and conscientiously.

In conclusion let me urge future Student Councils to carry on the same
-tradition and thus work for the betterment of the school and the fulfilment of
H4ts ideals,

SULOCHANA PONNIAH
Secretary.
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Report of the Student Cdhcil for the Year 1969

Principal = Sponsors
‘Miss M. Thambiah Mrs. S. Balasubramaniam
s ' Mrs. S. Ponnambalam .
Head Girl : % Games Captain
Nirmala Nadarajadurai. = Sulochana Ganeshan
Prefects : House Captains
-Rupashree Vijeyaratnam - Hornby: Manjula
Premala Balaranee Balasingham Sivasankaranathar

Suganthi Panchalingam
Sathiathevi Abraham
Pangayatchelvi Ponnambalam : :
Ma I;ng?,laﬂJ'iI_li Shanmugam : Creedy: Mathivathana
Pathmasothy Paranjothy
Dorothy Strong ' Scowcroft: Vyjayanthimala
Jebararjini Veluppillai - Thalayasingham
Arunthathy Sabaratnam = -

Lythe: Kalamani Nalliah

Subramaniam

Middle School Prefects ~ Lower School Prefect
Vasuki Ramalingam Vytheki Thambiah
Parimalaranee Kumarapapillai

I deem it a great pleasure to submit the year’s report of the Student Council,
one of the important student organisations that comprises elected representatives of the
student population. It is our duty to help the Principal and the staff to maintain
discipline in schoo! and also help in organising student activities. - :

As usual the‘council took over responsibilities from the out going board of
Prefects and Captains at a colourful <Investutive Ceremony’, -

* Though the council did not have opportunities this year to particip;te
actively in many functions the routine work kept us very busy. - However the opening
of the .new Science Block gave us an occasion to play our role efficiently.

I would not be: wrong in saying that the council has worked as a team to
achieve student ideals. We wish our readers a very happy and prosperous New Year. .

Secretary.
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Games Report 1968

Games Mistresses
Miss S. Dharmalingam Mrs. R. Ganeshalingam

Games Committee

Miss S. Sinnathamby Miss K. Sangarapillai

Mis. C. Mylvaganam Miss R. Thambiah
Miss P. Gunaratnam Mr. K. Shanmugaratnam

Mrs.G. Kulendran

It is with pleasure that we record the activities of the year under review
The beginning of the year saw our under 13 and under 16 squads entering the P, T.
Competition, Although the under 16 team failed to secure a place in the Al
Island Competition we are proud to state that it won the District Championship
and was awarded the cup for the best squad.

Our Junior and Senior Badminton teams entered the Inter School Badminton
tournament, and the Junior team did well to win the Championship. The credit for
this achievement goes to Mohini Paramananthan, Nithiyawathy Jayasinghe, Sumangala
Vadivelu and Subathra Navaratnarajah.

The Lower School Sports Meet was held under the distinguished patronage of
Mr. S. Thurairajah. Hornby House won the Championship with 70 points and the
following won the Individual Championships - Punithavathy Arumugam—Intermediate
division, and Revathy—Junior Division. The upper school sports meet, one of the
important functions in our school was held under the distinguished patronage of
Dr. T. Shanmuganathan and Hornby House did extremely well to win' the Chamipion=
ship with 136 points. Our Athletes displayed high standards of performance and
many existing records were broken. The performances of Malaimahal Ratnasingam
who set up a new record in Long Jump, Maheswary Periathamby who set up new records
in the throwing events and Vamy Thilagar who secured the Ist place in High Jump merit
special mention. Malathy Sivaguru and Nithiyawathy did remarkably well in Hurdles
and Long Jump respectively. Among the Juniors Saroja Rajadurai and Suendrini
Ariaratnam —deserve special mention for their performance. The following emerged cham-
jons in this meet. Suendrini Ariaratnam—Junior Champion, Vamy Thilagar and
Malaimahal Ratnasingam—Intermediate Champions and Manohari Sivagurunathan and
Sulochana Ganeshan—Senior Champions =

In the Inter School Athletic Meet our Athletic team carried away the champion-
ship shield and most of the coveted trophies. Malaimahal Ratnasingam set Up a. new
record in Long Jump with a leap of 15' 4” and won the best performange - cup
for field events and the Mahalingam Memorial Shield for best performance. Malathy
Sivaguru won the best performance cup for track events for setting up a new record in
the 80 metres Hurdles event. : - e e

-~ - The performance of our Athletes who participated in the Junior a'gd,ﬁ‘;};il_v‘énile
Athletic Meet held in Colombo is commendable. Malaimahal and Nithiawathy secured the
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1st and 2nd places respectively in Long Jump. Malathy obtained st place in the 80 metres:
Hurdles, Vamy and Malaimahal won the 1st and 2nd places in Hi gh Jump and Maheswary-
the 3rd place in Putt Shot. ;

_ In the Net Ball tournament held during the third term the Semor and Junio?-
teams came out Victorious winning the Senior and Junior Championship trophies.

I wish to thank our Games Mistresses, House Mistresses, the Games Committee:
and the House Captains for their loyal support and co-operation which made my task-

an easy one.
UMAYAL RATNASINGAM

Games Caption

Games Report 1969

Games Mistresses
Miss S. Dharmalingam Mrs, R. Ganeshalingam

Games Committee

Mrs. I, Kiruparajah Mrs. S. Dharmasangari
Miss N, Ratnasabapathy : Miss D. Dharmalingam
Miss R. Thambiah : , : Miss R. Sethukavalar

The year began with the under 16 P, T. Squad failing to secure a place in the
T Competxtlon but our marching squad won the District Championship and was-
runners up in the All Island Compeutlon held in Colombo.

-~ The Lower School Sports Meet was held under the distinguished patronage of :
Slster Malar Chinniah. Hornbians did well to win the Championship for the second time-
in succession with 84 points. The following were Individual Champxons—Jeyama}an
Ratnam and Yasothara Sellatbural—Intermedlates and Shayamala Balachandran—]umor

The Intermediate Net Ball team won the Champlonshlp in the Net Ball tourna-
ment conducted by the Education Department.

i The Inter House Athletic Sports Meet of the upper school was held in ]une'
under the distinguished patronage of Lieutenant Commander A. B. Henricus. At this-
Meet Malaimahal Ratnasingam bettered her own record in Long Jump with a fine
leap of 16 feet, The following did well to secure the Individual Championships. Maheswary
Periathamby and Manohari Sivagurunathan—Senior Division. Mala1mahal Ratnasmgam—-
Inter Dmsxon and Punithavathy Arumugam—Junior Division, :

In the Inter School Athletic Meet organised by the J. G.S. S, A, Malalmagal
set up new records in Long jump and 80 metres Hurdles and was awarded the bess:
performaﬁce cup for field events and the Mahalingam Memorial Shield for best

performance, Vamy Thilagar and Malaimahal secured a joint Championship m the*
n_Inter Division with Sarojini Nadarajah of Chuudikuli Girls’ College.
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We entered four teams for the Net ball tournament conducted by the
J. G.S.S. A. Our Junior Teams did very well to secure the Championship and the
B’ team was runner up. The Senior and Juvenile teams had to be contented
with second places,

Our Badminton team also fared well. The Seniors won the Championship
which they failed to do last year. The victorious team members are Sumangala
Vadiveln, Sasikala Arumugam, Mohini Paramanantham and Nagula Koneswaramoorthy
The Junior team disappointed us by failing to retain the Championship Shield,
Sasikala and Sumangala teamed up well in the All Island Badminton tourpament
and were runners up, A very high standared of play was witnessed at this tourma-
ment. I wish our players all the luck to continue to do well in the coming years also.

Qur Athletic team did well in the All Island Women’s Meet. Our star
performer Malaimahal set up a new record of 16’ 11” in Long Jump. Vamy and
Malaimahal did well in High Jump.

I offer my sincere thanks to the Games Mistresses and all the others who
co-operated with me to make my task an easy one.

SuLOCHANA GANESHAN
(Games Captain)

Report of Creedy House for the Yedr- 1968 ' -.

Staff Advisors Games Captain
Miss Y, Vinasithamby : Sivaja Sivanathan
Miss P. Duraisingam & S onts | ;
Secretary ’
House Captain Kanagambigai Kanapathipillai
= Varathalaxmy Bramanandarajah
Treasurer
Vice-Captain Srivathani Rajeswaran

Shyamala Vythilingam

I deem it my privilege as Captain to preseni our report for the year 1968
This year we can boast only of a few Championships. At the Inter-School Meet
our atheletes fared well. Special mention should be made of Maheswary Periathamby
and Suvendrini Ariaratnam who became Senior and junior Champions respectively.

We would like to thank our staff advisors for their help and advice
throughout the year, and all members of the House for the enthusiasm shown ' in
all House activities. :

VARATHALAXMY BRAMANANDARAJAH
House Captaiw
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Report of Creedy House for the year 1369

Homuse Mistresses Games Captain
Miss P. Gunaratnam Arunthathi Sabaratnam
Mrs, S. Shanmuganathan Vice-Games Captain

Vijeyaluxmy Nadarajah
House Captain

. Secretar
Mathivathana Subramaniam y

Arasanayaki Cooke

Vice=Captain V Treasurer
Subathra Navaratnarajah Kalyani Sivalingam

It is with great pleasure that I submit a report of the activitles of Creedy
House for the year 1969. Though we failed to shine in ;the Inter-House Athletic:
Meet our members brought credit to our house by doing extremely well in some
events. =

My special congratulations go to Maheswari Periathamby and Swendrini
Ariaratnam on their excellant performance at the Athletic Meet, My congratulations.
to Lythe House for winning the Championship this year,

It is with pleasure that I announce that Creedy House has been placed:
first in attendance, studies and other octivities.

I'll be failing in my duty if I do not thank our House Mistresses for alb
their help and advice. I also wish to thank all the office bearers for their hard
work. Finally I thank all members for their co-operation.

MATHIVATHANA SUBRAMANIAM.
( House Captain)
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Report of Scowcroff House — 1968

Staff Advisors Games Captain
Mrs. B. Selvarajah Lohini Paramanathan
iss. N. bapat
Miss. N. Ratnasabapathy Sosintiry
House Captain Gowri Manickavasagar
jayanthy Poopalasingham
Treasurer
Vice-House Captain Usha Thirunavukarasu

Vaijayanthimala Thalayasingham

The year under review has not bzen ia fruitful one in the field of sports
4hough our girls fought courageously.

On behalf of all Scowcroftians I must mention some oufstanding perfor-
-mances by our girls, I must congratulate Punithavathy Arumugam who was the
champion in the Lower School sports meet

I must also extend my heartiest congratulations to Rohini Poopalasingham,
‘Malathy Sivaguru, Thanaluxmy Kanapathypillai, Pushpagantha Kumaranayagam for
their good performance in the sports meet. Malathy Sivaguru and Mohini Paramanathan
4ook part in the Junior A. A. Meet. I also congratulate the Hornbians on carrying
.away the Sports shield and the March Past cup.

This year we lost many points by late comers. I do hope the Scowecroftians
«will take note and so avoid doing the same in the coming years,

1 would fail in my duty if I did not thank our staff advisors and office
‘bearers for extending their fullest co-operation. And I hope the Scowcroftians will
«do well in the coming years.

JAYANTHY POOPALASINGHAM
House Captasn
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Report of the Scowcroft House — 1969

House Mistresses Games Captain
Miss R. Rajaratnam ' janaki Karthigesu
Mrs. B. Sri Pathmanathan
Secretary

House Captain - Gowrie Manikavasagar

Vijanthimala Thalayasingam : :
Treasurer .

Vice-Captain Kohila Arulampalam

Bremavathy Vythilingam ~ -

~ In presenting the report of Scowcroft House for the period under review,
I am -glad to note:that on the whole the period was a progressive and encouraging
one. It is no exaggeration to say that we members of Scowcroft House were in
good form in all spheres of activities and contributed our mite loyally and sincerely.

In :this ‘connection I have to make special reference . to the outstanding
- performance of Punithavathy Arumugam who became the Junior Champion.

. =We should not fail to congratulate Malathy Sivaguru. for .gaining the first
-place: in "Hurdles: and - Uruthirani Balasubramaniam for winning the track events.

Though our house has not made a mark, still we are proud to say that
-everyone made an honest attempt and fought to the last with courage and deter.
* mination.

1 will fail in ‘my dutyi"if' I do not thank our Staff advisors Miss R. Rajaratnam
-and Mrs. B. Sri Pathmanathan for giving us all encouragement.

V1JANTHIMALA THALAYASINGAM
(House Captain)
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Report of Hornby House for the Year 1968

Staff Adviscrs Games Captain
Miss S. Ponnampalam Kauruna wathi Karunapiragasam

Mrs. W. Gunaseelan ;
Vice-Games Captain

: Maniula Sivasangaranatha
_House Captain anj vasangaranathan

Gnaneswari Sivagnanasundaram Secretary
- Rajini Rajaratnam
Vice-House Gaptain
Joyce Thambinayagam Treasurer
Kalayini Thambiah

I have great pleasure in presenting the report of the activities of Hornby
House for the year 1968, This has been a very successful period for us in the
‘field of Athletics. We emerged Champions for the third year in succession. This
shows the high standard of achievement of the Hornbians in the field of sports.

We were champions in the Lower Sehool Meet as well. 1 am proud to
-gay that we carried away the March Past Cup for the second yearin succession.
My special congratulations go to our Champions Vami Thillagar and Nithiyavathy
Jeyasinghe who smashed the records in High Jump and Long Jump respectively.
My congratulations to Manohari Sivagurunathan and Jeyantha Gunanayaham on
feceiving the Senior and Junior Championships respectively.

We are also proud to say that our members are in the College Net-ball
-feam.

I wish to take this opportunity of thanking our staff advisors
Miss S. Ponnambalam and Mrs. W. Gunaseelan who willingly helped and advised us with
-great enthusiasm. My sincere thanks are also due to the office bearers and the
.other members of the house for their co-operation, I wish the Hornbians a successful 1969,

(GNANESWARI SIVAGNANASUNDARAM
House Captain
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Report of the Hornby House for the year 1969

House Mistresses Games Captain
Mrs, K. Nadarajah Punithavathi Pararajaseharam

rs. B. Selvarajah Vice-Games Captain

House Captain Ranageswari Sabapathi

Manjula Sviasangaranathan Secretary

E th Nagalinga
Wite Casiain Yasothara Naga mgm

Pathmini Ponnudurai Treasurer
Sarojini Rajadurai

During the period under review Hornby House did not come up to ex=-
pectations. However, it met with a fair amount of success in the field of studies-
and sports. The Hombxans took a keen interest in the welfare of the house.

In the field of Athletics we fared well. Most of the girls won individuat-
prizes. We came second in the Annual Inter-House Meet. Our Relay Team won
the Relay Cup this year. [ am also proud to say that our March Past squad was
judged the best squad and awarded the Championship Cu g,

Our congratulations are due to Vami Thillagar and Manohari Slvagurunathan
who won the Intermediate and Senior Championships respectively. 1 extend my
congratulations to Swendrini Ariarainam of Creedy House and Malimagal Ratnasin-
‘gam of Lythe House for gaining the Junior and Intermediate Championships.
respectively. Let me congratulate Lythe House on securing the first place at the
Inter-House Meet,

1 take this opportumty to thank our House Mistresses Mrs. Selvarajah and:
‘Mrs Nadarajah and the other teachers who helped ahd guided us. My thanks are-
also due to the office-bearers and other members of the House for their co-operatlon
-and enthusiasm. ' i

: Let me take th1s timely opportunity in wns‘hmg my House better luck in the:
“years ‘to come

Let the young ladies of Red House march triumphanthy forward.

MANJULA SIVASANGARANATHAN:
( House Captain)
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Report of Lythe House for the year 1968

-Staff Advisors ‘ Vice House Captain
Mrs. 1. Nadarajah Sulochana Ponniah

Miss N. Nesiah House Games Captain

House Captain Lalitha Nadarajah

Sridevi Arumugam Treasurer
Sulojana Ganeshan

It is with great pleasure and satisfaction that I submit the report of Lythe House
-or the year 1968. : -3

“The important thing in sports is not to win but to take part,”” has been a
-gonvenient motto, for us. The Inter House Meet was as usual interesting. In the
field of athletics we were placed second. But still we are proud of our athletes who
fought to the last with courage, and determination.

My heartiest congratulations to Malaimagal Ratnasingam who won 