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WORSHIP

All around us now we see dissension and dismay.
This is what the world becomes when men no longer
Pray....... Fear and hunger stalk the earth, suspicion, greed
and strife. This is what the modern creeds have made of
hunman life.

Walk again the quiet ways of faith and charity.
Worship Him who made the earth, the sun, the stars,
the sea....... God the father and Creator, Love supreme,
sublime - Lord of life and death, of men and angels,
space and time.

Let us then to God’s Own House retun with prayer
and praise - asking Him to guide us through the dark and

troubled days........f To restore the broken nations and the
whole world bless - leading us along the paths of peace

and righteousness.

Patience Strong
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Principal's Report — 1976

As the year draws to a close, we look back to review the work of the
school in different spheres and look forward to further achicvement and progress
In the year ahead.

1976, for Sri Lanka, will stand out as the year when she hosted an Inter-
national Conference - The Non - Aligned Summit Cenference. For the students it
gave the opportunity of taking part in the welcome and entertainment of the
State Guests, when the school bands performed for the heads of state and other
important guests. Our Seheol bands, both Eastern and Western participated iz
this event.

In the student world, 1976 saw the first batch of students, who passed through
the four year course of the new educational system and made the grade, thut
going into the H. N_ C. E. classes.

Enrolment:
The number on roll is 1810, of which number 950 belong to Grades 6 to
9 and 860 to the H. N.C.E., G.C.E. (0. L)) and G. C. E. (A. L.) classes.

Staff:

There are at present 63 members on our permanent academic staff. During
the course of the year, there were a few changes. Mrs. G. Kulendran and Mrs.
B. Selvarajah were seconded for service and left ws to join the staff of the
Jaffna Campus of the University of Sri Lanka and the Staff of Palaly Teachers
Training College, respectively, We congratulate them on their picked out promotion.
Mrs S.Thuraissngam, Mrs. V. Mathuralingam and Mrs. S. Arulampalam left us
on transfer. We thank all of them for their contribution to the life of Vembad
and wish them sucecess in the new areas in which they work.

Miss S. Somasunderam, Miss T. P. Thyagarajah and Miss. J. Kanaga-
sunderam, three of our old girls joined the staff this year. Miss. S. Paramalingam.
Miss K. Ponnudurai and Miss. D. Ganeshamoorthy also joined the staff To aii
of them we extend a hearty welcome. We wish them a happy period of work
in Vembadi.

Buildings:

Some of the very old classrooms were demolished, making room for a sce
of six spacious rooms. These are wel ventilated and are suited to the needs of the
larger classes of teday. We thank the Director of Education, Northern Region,
our Member of Parliament, and the Political Authority of our district, who made
the necessary finamces available under the Decentralised scheme of budgeting.

As there is still further need for class rooms and buildings, we hope
assistance will be forthcomming again.

We also thank the P.T: Az which undertook the comstruction of the
building:



Examination Results:

G.C.E. (A.L.) —' 1976

Passes in 4 Subjects 75
Bie - Scienoce yso-30
Physical Sciemce S
Arts vee 15
Passes in Three Subjects el [
Bio - Science EEh
Physical Science (e A
Aris D
Number selected to apply for
selection to the University 19
Maedicine o
Dental Surgery
Agriculture sesil 1
Veterinary Sciemoe

Architecture

Enginecring i
Physical Science , .} 9
Applied Science

Arts
Law “., 5
Commerce ans

We have a record number of passes
in the Advanced Level Examination,
the number being very much larger than
in previous years, But we are sorry that
comparatively few get selected for admiss-
jon to the campuses of the University
in spite of good performance.

Co - Curricular Activities:

G.C E. (0O.L.) — December, 1976.
Passess in 6 subjects and more ... 104

Passes in 5 subjects . Y
Distinctions:

Pure Mathematics - 10
Applied Mathematics s 12
Chemistry - 05
Physics .. 02
Tamil Literature .. 02
Arithmetic R
Christianity (Nom - R. C.) 0l

N.G. C_E. — December, 1976
Nomber qualified for H. N. C. E.

- Science ... 162
3ocial Science : ... 01
Commerce - 37
Aesthetic Studies e 01
Agriculture
Home Economics == 101
Economics

Total 202

Best Performance ;

Gowthamy 4Ambalavanar 9A: 1B
Nirmala Sivasamboo 9A; 1B

Jathika Navotbaya Scholarship Awards
Grade 5 .

The Lower Scheol Sports Meet was held during the first term under the
distinguished patronage of eme of our old girls Mrs. G. Ganeshalingam, Leeture!
at the Jaffna Campus of the University of Sri Lanka. The upper School Intes'
House Athlelic Mest was held during the second term with Mr S. Sivanathan'
Chief Edueation Officer, Northern Region Jand Mrs. Sivanathan as Chief Guen®
The standard of performance at both Meets was commendable. '

£ Inter-House P. T. Competitions were beld and the school was represented
at the, P. T. competition organised by the Department of Bdueation.
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Our students fared very well in the Inter -Schoel Athletic Meet, organised
by the Department of Education. At the _Inter School Athletic Mee organised
by the J. G. S. S. A. though we lost the championship, three individual championships
were won by the school, while Vinitha Jeyasingam won five of the challenge trophies.
At the All-Island Girl’s Schools Meet held in Colombo Dhushyanthi Ramanathan
won first place im 100 metres sprint and Uthistra Mahendran second place in
Long Jump. We participated in the Junior A. A, Meet and won places in Long
Jump, Sprints and Relay. Our congratulations to all those who distinguished
themselves in the sphere of athletics. e

' Our Junior Netball team were champions ai the Junior Netball tourpamenig
Volleyball was introduced to the school this year and we participated in the Inter-
School Volleyball tournament.

Competitions:
Blocution eontests in Tamill and English, and singing centests] in Tamil
were held on an Inter-House basis.

We participated in the **Do you kmow” eontests and the Festival of Poetry
organised by the Lions Club of Jaffna.

. At the All -Island Inter-House Scicnee Quiz contest organised by the
Sri Lanks Association for the advancement of Science, our Quiz team won the

first place and the Shield.
We took part in the Spesech and Simging contests both English and Tamil,
conducted by the N. P. T. A. and won places.

At the all-Island Short Story contest spensored by the Peradeniya Campusd
of the University of Sri Lanka, Sri Ranjini Aiyathurai won the third place.

At the Speech contest, organised by the Depariment of Co-operative
Development, in connection with the U.N. Day celebrations, first prize at the
provincial and all-Island level were won by Sulochana Shanmugasathan. We also
won prizes at the Saiva - Paripalana Sabhai examinations. Our congratulations to

all the Prize winners.

School Socisties:

The G.C. E. (O.L.) Union had a varied programme of speeches, debates
dramas and songs as its weekly meeting held on Tuesdays. The G. C. E. (A.L.)
Union had regular mectings. The programme included specches, debates, dramas,
general knowledge contests and music. The meetings proved to be instructive am,

enteriaining.

At the Annual Diamer, held during the firsi term, the President of the
Jaffna Campas of the University of Sri Lanka, Mr. Kailasapathy and Mrs. Kailasapathy

were the Chief Guests.



Dr. Subramaniam, Professor Shummngathason and Mr. Sivernesachelvam were
some of those who addressed the Unmiom. Undergraduates from the Peradeniya
Campus visited the school and spoke to the members of the Union about *“Oetru’
a magazine published by them,

There were debaies with the A. L. Union of St. John’s College. and
Jaffaa Central College. The members also took part in a <Do you Know™
contest organised by the Lions Club of Jaffpa.

The A. L. Science Union, in addition to the debates and discussions and
quiz programme it organised, worked on a paper making project. Some of the
members also took part in the Second Greem Revolution Camp organised by the
National Field Work Centre, held at Thondaimannar, on “The Preservation
of Food.’’

The Student Council

The Studenmt Council began to function with the ‘‘Investiture’® in February,
1976, carrying out its duties throughout the vear. The members contributed in
large measure to the maintenance of discipline at all schoel functions and proved
werthy of the trust reposed in them.

Guides

The Guide Company had meetings every Tuesday. Representatives of the
Company participated in a camp held at Atchuvely. One Guide took part in the
Ali-Island Field Day held in Colombo. Some were able to follow a day’s train-
ing in Handicrafts turned out from palmyrah products.

An enrolment ceremony was held towards the end of the year, when a
number of new Guides were enrolled.

The Company attended the Rally held at the OIld Park. We are proud
that one of our Guiders, Mrs. D. Rajasenan has been raised to the rank of
District Commissioner of Guiding. Owmr congratulations to her.

School Assemblies

School assemblies were held twice a week. A general assembly every
Monday and a religious assembly every Friday. There were also special assem-
blies at the beginning and end of terms and om special occasioms. Distinguished
speakers addressed the students on widely varied topics.

Miss. R. Somasundaram — The Significance of Navarathiri
Mr. K. Kularatnam — Saint Manickavasakar

Shri Meenadchy Sunderampillai — The Development of

Emeritus Vice-Chanceller of emotional Maturity

Madurai University



Mr. E. R. A, Gpanarajh Critical Assessment of Tamil Films

Mr. Sivanesachelvam — Magazines

Mr, Shanmugathasan — The Development of wih of
Poetary in on

Mr. Shanmugathasan — The Art of “Kelam”

Mr. S: C. Yappa — Papua, New Guinea

Mr. P. A. D. A. Toodere — The Police Cadet Corps

Reserve A.S. P
Religious Activities:

Rekigious assemblies were held every Friday. The Inthu Mahalicr Manram
observed the Guru poojas, Sivarathiri and Navarathiri celebrations. These were
celebrated with poojas, Bhajanais and suitable religious observances.

Some students left early in the morning for Thiruketheswaram for the
Sivarathiri festival, while others observed it in school.

On the first day of Navarathiri the celebration was begun with poojah.
Miss Radha Somasunderam spoke on the significance of this festival. The religi-
ous observance culmimated in a Cultural Festival. The story of Ahalihai presented
in ballet form, was a fitting climax to this function. Dr. & Mrs. Gengatharan
graced this occasion as Chief Guests.

Vijayathasami was observed with poojahs and Vidyarambam followed.

The Yuwathi €lub had an active year, meeting every Friday. Members
attended the J.I.C.C.F Camp held at Kilinochchi. They took part in a dcbate
with Chundikuli Girls’ College.

The Shool Carol Service was held in December and the Venerable Archdecan
Gnanapragasam gave the Christmas message. The service of song was followed by
a presentation of the Nativity stery in ballet form which was much appreciated:
Our thanks are due to the Rev. M. A Ratnarajah, the Rev. & Mrs. Hitchcock
and Mrs. Nesathurai for the suggestions and encouragement they gave in produc-
ing the ballet.

The School Choir also took part in the inter-demominational Carol Service.
Young Farmers:

The Tree Planting Campaign was inaugurated with a talk by Miss. R. Raja-
ratnam on the 9th. Decsmber., Mahogany, teak cloth of gold and asoka saplings
were planted. The ceremeny culminated in the planting of a mahogany sapling
by Mr. Kanagarajah J P. proprictor of the Milk White Soap Industries, Mr.
& Mrs. Kanagarajah, longtime friends of the school donated a gift of Rs. 1000/-
to the P.T.A. of the Sohool, in addition to the gifts of saplings for planting
during the campaign, We thank them for their gifts.



Edueational Tours:

A one - day study tour to Nagarkovil and a study tour of longes
duratiom to the Bastern Province and places of historical and religious signifio-
ance was organised for the Advanced Level elasses.

Students from the Middle School went on a tour of the sacred eity-
Anuradhapura and Mihintale. Class tours of the Northern Province were aise
organised,

Scoweroft Home Union

The Scowcroft Home Union held weekly meetings which helped to enlivem
the life of the Home. The programme included games, entertainments and famcye
dress competitions.

A debate with the Hostel Union of Jaffna Central College took place
this year Saraswathy Poojah was celebrated and a short play, ‘*Kannapanayanars
was staged. At theHostel Carel Service conducted during the third term, the Revy
R: S: Manopavan who gave the Christian message and Mrs. Manopavan wese
special invitees. The Annual Hostel Union Dinner and a picmic to Casharina
were two of the much enjeyed highlights of the vear. Representatives of the
Union - five in number - were deputised to serve on the Diet Committee and
have a share in plaoning and drawing up the daily menu:

Conclusion:

The work of any institution demands co-operation of its entire wearf. |
say a sincere ‘‘ Thamk you ** to all the members of the Siaff, the Deputy
Principal, Mrs. C. K. Paramapanthan, Miss. H. S. Sinnathamby, Sapervisor, Primagv

Section all the Sectiopal Heads, Miss P. Gunaratnam, the Hostel Supervisor. the
Office Staff, the minor Staff and the Hostel Staff without wnose wiling help,

the efficient administration of the school would not have ben possible.
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Mona Lisa

The fabulous painting of fair Mona Lisa

Lures every soul like the wonder tower of Pisa ;
Celebrated painting of occidental art

Has won many a moving, gracious heart ;
Reveals an outer impression of a blessed life
Of lovable Zanoli del Giocondo's wife

The enigmatic expression of her lovely lips

And eyes, every photographer eagerly clicks

To treasure forever a beauty so rich and rare,
Occupying a prominent place in Louvre fair.
Created Leonardo da vinei a glorious form

To dwell amongst the antiques an epitome

Just a glimpse for memn.ories sweet to linger,
For rapturous songs to burst forth from the singer.

Amybelle Veerakathipillai

Miss Amybelle Veerakathipillai is one of our distinguished old girls,
who has had her poems published among the works of twentieth
century poets. *‘““Mona Lisa’’ appeared in the Anthology “Contem-
perory Poets’’ (Regency Press, London & New York) -

We thank her for kind permission to reproduce it in ‘The
Torch Bearer’.
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Oh people !
1 am the warmth of your home,
in cold winter, by night
Give you shade and shelter,
when the sun in scorchy and bright
] am the bed in which
vou rest and sleep
And the wood from
which you construct a ship
1 am the rafter of your house
and plank of the table
And wood for the Coffin
and even for the toddler
I stand for your good men
and for the beauty of your nature
Oh! people desiroy me not,
but utilise me best and proper.
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My trip to England

Recently I joined my parents
~dn a holiday tour to England.
1 left by Avro-plane from Jaifna
and continued my journey by
DC 8 Aircraft. This Aireraft
has 157 seats. When we took
off from Katunayake we flew at
a height of forty thousand feet
and [ felt very cold at that
height. It took fourteen hours
to reach London. On the way
we stopped at Karachi and
Paris airports for refuelling.

[ went out sight seeing to
the Art gallery, Madame Tussauds
Planatarium, Trafalgar = Sqguare,
Buckingham palace, Windsor
castle and some other places.
[ travelled to the above places
by tube trains, worked on elec-
tricity. These trains operate
underground. The seating ar-
rangement ie marvellous. They
run very fast and when they
stop at the stations, the doors
open on their own, for the
passengers to get out. Riter
the passengers get in or get
off, the doors close again.

At Madame Tussauds [ saw
the figures of all the world lea-
ders, Royal families, and Prims-

Ministers, made out of wax.
All had their official robes on-
They were very life-like.

We watched the changing
of guards. This was most
colourful- The marching and the
salutes, was very smart. The
guard who comes on duty has
to take the oath.

The winter had started and
I had to go round in my winter
clothes. The London Airport buil=
ding is a very large one. Itis
spread over two miles. <

On our way back we stopped
at Paris Airport for one hour.

This Airport was beautiful and
quite big. At this Airport planes
landed and tock off every ten
minutes. The passenger lounge
could accomcdate nearly five
hundred passengers at a time.
My trip was a memorable one
I learnt a great deal from my
trip. :

Anushya Fitch

Grade 6 A’
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A New Experience

[ remember my first day
at Vembadi very well The
place loocked very clean.
The girls seemed clever but
noisy, The teachers were
very smart

Some girls had fun at
my expense. [ am big built
I am bigger than my class
mates. The town girls are very

Life in the

I lived in the hill country
for about two vyears. [ visited.
some towns of the hill ecountry

during my stay there.

Kandy is a beautiful town
The climate is very healthy,
You find people of all races
living there. The town is fairly

big. There 1s a modern market
and a museum. There are many
guod schools and Hindu temples.
There is also an important place
of worship for the Buddhists of
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-one should fail to see this

tiny. Any way I made friends
very,quickly. 1 had to travel
by bus. This was a new
experience too

[ was now in a goverm
ent school But Principals
every where seem strict [
am very happy to be at
Vembadi

Sridhari Sri Dhermanadan

Grade 6 SP

Hill Country

Sri  Lanka. This is known as
the Dalada Maligawa Many tou
rists come here and worship in
this place.

The Perahera season begins
in August. Kandy goes gay during
the Perahera season. People from
all parts of the island come to
Kandy to see the Perahera. No
hist
oric procession,

In Nuwara Eliya, Badulla and
Bandarawela you find many tea



Estates, Tea is one of the eash
crops, These estates are well
maintained and they look very
beautiful. "Most of the labourers
who work in these estates are
Indians. You find some water

falls in Badulla and Bandarawela
I eannot forget the Duhinda
water fall which I saw in Bad
ulla. Kvery one should make an
attemmpt to go up ecountry to
sec these places,

Vijayasuganihini
Shammugasunderam,
Grade VI‘'B’

My Doll's House

On my sixth birthday I got a
beautiful doll's house as a present
from my mother. It was a two
storeyed house, with two bed
rooms. sitting room, pantry and
garage, At the beginning I had,
only two dolls and a teddy bear
and this house looked. too big
for them. Now [ have five dolls
and the hause is too .small to
hold all of them.

During christmas when my mother
is busy with her work I always
make a new set of colthes for
the doll’s and change the curtains

in the doll’'s home, Another
important day is my birth day.
I have a tea party for all my
doll’s. Then too the doll's house
gets a new look.

My brother parks his Mercedes
Benz’ in the garage and once
in a way the dolls get a ride
in ‘this. Unlike our bed rooms,
my dolls bedrooms are very neat
and tidy. It's a good thing my
dolls are not untidy as 1 have
no time to neaten their rooms.
I have a lot of home work, now
and this keeps me very busy.

Renuka Pathmanathan
Grade: 6 A
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A Visit to my Father's Farm

[ went to my fathers farm
at Thunukai during the last
holidays. My father met me at
the Thunukai bus stand with a
tractor and took me to the farm
on the tractor. That was my
first tractor ride and I enjoyed

it

We were welcemed at the
farm entrapee by a lot of mon-
keys. There were a lot of women
in the farm placking chillies. I
also picked some chillies. I
played with the children of my

father’s work men. I ate a
number of plantains and wood
apples.

In the night the work men
went hunting and shot a deer.
I was very sorry they shot the
deer. Any way I ate the meat
in plenty. After I went to bed
I was able to hear the trumpet-

ing of elephants and I was
scared. My father stayed with
me in bed and comforted me.

The following day I came back
home.
Rohini Ramanathan
Grade: 6B
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My Playmates

I have three playmates
They are Geetha Sumi and Mai.
Geetha is ten years old. Sumi
is Eight years old and Mai is
three years old. (Geetha and
[ are in Grade six at Vembadi
Girls High School. Sumi is in
Grade three at Chundikuli Girl's

College. Mai does not go to
school yet.

After school we meet in
our homes and play games.

Qur favourite out door games
are batminton, hop-scotch and
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cycling. When it rains or when
its too hot, we stay in doors
and play scrabble. I have a
pet dog which plays with us.

During weekends we go to the
park and the beach. In the
park we enjoy ourselves on
swings, sea-saws, Matslides
and Merry go round. We
often buy gram, when we return
home.

We are very fond of each
other and there fore _do not

guarrel.

Poornima Suwaminathan
Grade 6 B




An Unforgetable Experience

During the last December
Vacation I was holidaying in
- the beautiful hill country of
Ceylon. I was staying at my
granny's home in Nuwara-Eliya
No doubt it is a beautiful place
with it's mountains, valleys.
water-falls, rivers, flower gardens,
vagetable gardens, pear gardens
and a large lake. It is known
as “Little England.”

Though it was the cold
season, one day it happened to
be warm with very bright
sunshine. So in the afternoon we
planned to go for a walk explor-
ing the hillside. My mother,
aunt, my little cousin and | set
out on the walk. And yet another
one joined us. Can you guess
who it was? It was mone other
than our faithful dog *‘Tango™’

On the way we visited a
friend’'s home. This was in a
lonely jungle area. As we were
chatting together in the sitting-
rbom we did not realize the
time passing. There was now
twilight and no time for exploring.

We hurriedly tried to return
home taking short cuts and rabbit
paths. We missed our way.
Sometimes we crushed ourselves
through tea bushes and thorny
bushes. While we were searching

for our way we suddenly came
across a narrow siream. We
crossed it by stepping on the
stones: When we crossed thera

. was a large tree cut down. It

blocked our way. We could not
go further. Suddenly mummy
stepped on somsthing which
was cold and slippery. . It crawled
near her feet and she thought
it was a snake. We came back
and crossed the same stream.
We were amazed to see our
faithful dog following us even
whan crossing the stream.

By now we were terribly
scared of being lost in the jungle.
We heard the cicadas. crickets,
frogs and other jungle insects
making frightful noises. My cousin
started to cry. We hushed him
and none of us sgpoke Iloudly.
Luckily for us there was a pale
moon over head. By the light
of the moon ths trees around

us looked black and ghostly.

We saw a light in the dis-
tance and we walked towards it.
it happened to be the lamp from
a watcher’s hut. We asked him
the direction to the main road-
He willingly accompanied us
to the main road. From him we
iearnt that we had strayed into
the Forest Departments-‘“The Fau-
na and Flora Sanctuary” of
Nuwara=Eliya.

Dharshini Sotbhinathan
Grade 7 P.S
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Our Picnic

Om a Sunday morning we
planned to go on a Picnic to
Kecrimalai. We asked our uncle’s
family and our friends to join
us n the picnic. We prepared
our morning meal and our
lunch. We took our swimming
suits in a basket. We also took
our balls.

We had our morning meal
and started on our picnic at 8-30
a.m We went to Keerimalai by
car., We reachcd Keerimalai . at
about 9 O’ elock. There we played
games. The girls played dodge bal
and the boys played foot ball,

After playmmg grames, at
10-30a,m, we went tobathe,
On some days the water in the tank
won’t be clear. But luckily that
day ‘the water in the tank was
clean. 8o we bathed in the tank,
We splashed the water on each
other. We played in the watcr,

(8]
7]

swam, and floated. We enjoyed
ourseives very much. We didn’t
like to get out of the water.
But the time was about one O’
elock. So we got out of the
water, .

When we got out of the
water we felt hungry. We went
to a “Madam™ and had our lunch.

After a short rest we walked
along the shore and collected
some :ea shells. It was already
evening. The sky was turning
deep red. We saw birds return-
ing to their nests. We saw fisher-
men returning to the land, The
sunset was beautiful. The wind
was gently blowing. It was gett
ing dark. So we returned hcme
after an enjoyable day. I can
never forget this enjoyvable day.
I am anxiously waiting to go
on another picpic soon.

Nirarjini Balasubrama:iam
Grade: 7 ). S,
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The Pugoda Ferry.

There is a Ferry at Pugoda.
It is across the Kelani river.
The people who want to go to
Pugoda have to cross the river
So they pay 15cts. each to the
Ferry — man.

“"Bass-Aiya is the Ferry man.
He rows the canoe with ears. I
is a thrill to go about in a canoe.

late in
the

From early morning till
the evening people eross
Kelani Ganga at the ferry.

From fthe ferry cne can see
beautiful scenery and far away,
are mountains. There are no
crocodiles in this river So the
people are safe at the ferry.

Meera Nagendran
Garde 7 PS.

A Happy Week-End

For a long time my parents
had been talking of spending
a weeskend away from our town.
We youngsters were anxiously
waiting for the day when we
would be taken on that trip.

At last my father told my
mother that we were going the
following Saturday morning to a
hill - country town called Ranau
in Saboh. It was at an altitude
of 3509 feet, and hence rather
cold.

We started off at 8o’clock
in the morning. As we had to
travel by gravel roads we went
in a landrover. It was quite an

interesting journey as we were
driving up the hill. The hille
were all green with a waterfall

here and a waterfall there. We
travelled along the  Trackir
Range and the beauty of the

landscape with its mountainous
terrain end pictureque valleys
was indeed very captivating.

We arrived at Ranau at four
thirty-five in the evening. We
went to a Rest house where we
dined. My father had to go to
dinner to a friends’ house and
came back at ten O’ clock in
the night. It was a very cold
night and we slept well. The
next morning we went to a
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river with some f{friends and
had a bath. The water was very
cold and the river was rocky
so that the water was gurgling
in some places and warbling in
others. The same evening we
went for a picture called “The
charge of the light Brigade*. It
was a war picture and my father
brother and I enjoyed it but

my mother and sister did not
like it.

On Monday morning we went
to a place called the Naticnal
Park, where mountain climbers
were given advice on mountain
climbing. From here, we went up
3000 feet in a *Cable car’. It
was a thrilling experience for
all of us. The driver of our land-
rover was so frightened that he

refused to join us en the Cable-
car ride. Certainly any one will
feel giddy to look down 3000 fest
hanging in the air in a heavy
car suspended on a wire. I
can’t describe the awful pleasure.
Anywayv it was a memorable ex-
perience.

We spent the night at the-
National Park 5000 feet above
sea level. Oh! it was biting

cold. We sat around a log fire:
to keep us warm. We were all
feeling hungry because of the
cold. So, my mother iried sa-
usages and potatoes and we ate
them with bread and butter. We
spent the night there andreturned
home in the morning.

Subadra Somalingam
Grade 7 Js
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My Little Sister

She was born in the same
month as I and wes very fair.
Indeed -she was a beauty! All
my friends were thrilled with
her, and would come every day,
to see her. But my mother
wouldn't allow her to be carried,
because she was s=o tender and
small.

Today she is one year and
two months old and can jump
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and run about at her will! She-
waits for me when [ come from
school and will not allow me
inside till | carry her and kiss
her. She disturbs me when |
study and is so very stubborn,
that till I give her what she.
wants, she will not let me have
any peace. She is a nuisance

some times, but I love her with
all my heart. When 1 fall ili,
she will sit with me all the tims



and will not eat, drink or sleep
till | am wsell. When I went to
olombo with the school band,
for the summit conference and
.came back, she looked so thin
and sick, because she had
_missed me. I have not known

love like this.
could have missed me
way.

No human being
in this

Can you guess who she is?
She is my darling Beauty, our

little pet dog.

Krishnapriya Rajalingam
Grade 8 P

Two Exciting Years in Malaysia.

When I was 12 years old I
left Sri Lanka for Malaysia with
my parents. We stayed there for
two years. The two years which
I spent in Malaysia are unfor-
gettable. The place where I stayed
in Malaysia 18 called Penang.
It is onme of the jamous f{ree ports
in the world. Every day we could
gsee thousands of tourists coming

and going. Penang i1s a small
beautiful Island and it is popu-
lated by Chinese people. The

Chinese are hard working, intelli-
gent and very kind people,

I followed my classes at

Tang Chang School. It 18 a
mixed school but the boys and

girls in my class were very good
to me and teachers treated all

students kindly.

I have been to the most wonderful
places in Malaysia. But the most
exciting places are the snake
temple the aquarium and Paulan
lankavi. Yom can see a lot of
snakes in the snake temple. But
all the snakes are harmless and

the people too don't give them
any trouble. Inside the Acqua-
rium, you can find the most
beautiful fishes amd one or two
big {fishes like sharks I believe
the fish. tank is one of the
biggest in the world. The length

of the tank is about 4C0 yards.

Pualau lankavi is one of the
most beautiful islands in Malaysia

It is fully decorated with coloured
bulbse and illuminated at night.
At night if you look at the island

from a distanee, it looks as if the
island is floating in the sea.
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Malaysia 18 a wonderful
country. Kualalumpur is the
Capital of Malaysia. Malaysia is
populated by Malays, Chimese and
Indians. In Malaysia many races
live in peace. The Malaysian

national languages are English
and Malay. I like Malaysia and
the people of Malaysia. If you
get a chance to go to Malaysia
you can see that wonderful country
yourself.

Rajini Balasubramaian
Grade 8 w

| Swimming

Is is very useful for anybody
to know how to swim. Swimming
i1s a very valuable sport, because
a person who can swim is able
to save himself as well as other
people from drowning.

While swimming, children get
very good exercise which does
not cost them anything. In Europe
and America almost every boy
and girl can swim.

Several men and women have
swum across the Emglish Channel
from France to England. It does
not take long to learn to swim.
Some times beginners are a little
afraid at first, but later on they
overcome their fear and become
expert swimmers. Swimming ig
like all other games. If you
practise everyday you will get
better and better at it.
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There are many great advan-
tages in learning to swim. First
of all, it is a very good exer-
cise. Indeed, doctors say, it is the
best exercise, because in swimming
all the musecles of the body are
used. Secondly it is an amusing
sort of game. Thirdly swimming
enables you to0 save another
person from drowning. We never
know when we may be in danger
from water. We go on a voyage
and the ship is wrecked; We go
for a pleasure sail on a lake,
and the boat upsets, we slip as
we are walking along the bank of
a river, aud fall into the water,
If we can swim, we have a
chance of saving our life. For
our own safety we should learn
to swim. Lastly swimming gives
great pleasure.



Most animals cam swim, right
off, the first time they go into
the water. Dogs, horses, deer and
~ buffaloes do not have to be tanght
to swim. But a man eannot swim

edueation authorisies, too give all
the encouragement they ean, to

make school children learn to
swim. We have tanks, rivers,
streams amd lakes. The sea 18

EEEL -h:nela:rhu; ;:E;:o h::":: all round us. So there should
koW a1 s déna. be no difficalty in learning e
swim and becoming good swimmers,
Today there are several :
swimming clabs in Ceylon which Naysum Saravanamuttu
have fine swimming pools. The Grade 8D.
CVWALD

Why | had to flee from Colombo

On the morning of May 26th,
as usual, 1 was getting ready to
go to school, when my neighbours
stopped me saying that there was
trouble at Wellawatte, and that
it wae not wise to go to school
Most of the other children to.
were stopped from school that day.

Many boutiques and shops
belonging to Tamils were looted
and burnt and Tamils going
on the road were assaunlted. In
only half an hour we heard re-
ports of Sinhales thugs entering
Tamil homes and assaulting even
women and children.

We were all (even my parents)
panic - stricken and so we all ran
into our house and stayed indoors.

Stories of assaults and stone throw-
ing reached our ears. We even
heard that innocent Tamils in
plaees like Panadura and Ratma-
lana were burnt alive. All this
was horrifying and | felt so
frightened that I began to weep.

It was only the following
day that a state of emergency
was declared and the military
personnel patrolling every road

and lane gave us much relief and
| began to think i was safe
again. DBut even with the curfew
rules, and military patrolling tire
streets, some incidents occurred.
Most of the tamil houses of

Ratmalana were burnt and the
in mates driven out by sinhalese
thugs Just behind our house one
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night a house belonging to a Tamil
family was attacked and the people
bhad to flee for their lives.

This incident made my parents
realize the danger of our position
and they decided to go with us
to the refugee camp. We packed
just a few clothes and left for the
refugee camp at Royal College.

We were at the camp for three
days and underwent a lot of
inconvenience. But we did mot
mind it because we were hoping
to get transported to Jaffna at the
earliest opportunity., One happy
morning a special train carrying
700 refugees left for Jaffns and
I was one of them and so I arrived
in Jaffna.

Janarthini: Kailainathan
Grade 8 P

CWVAD

Our School Band and the Conference

of non-aligned nations

We were great!y thrilled when
our music teacher told us, that
we would be going to Colombo.
The school band had been invited
to play when the delegates arrived
at the DBandaranayaka Memorial
International Conference Hall, for
the Conference of non-aligned
nations

After making all the arrange-
ments for the trip, the Western
Band, the Fastern Band and the
respective teachers left for Colom-
bo by train on the twelfth of
August. We enjoyed the trip but
we had to be on our best beha-
viour. When we arrived in Colombo
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we recei ved a warm welcome by
the people concerned. We went by
bus to Maharagama Training
College where most of the School
Bands were asked to stay.

In spite of the crowds and
rush we were supplied with good
meals and entertained well.

On the fourteenth, we had a
practice in the Maharagama gro
unds. OUn the fifteenth Augus
we went to the B. M I C. H.
grounds for the rehearsal. All were
satisfied with the display. Nearly
fifty schoel bamds played. On the
sixteenth at 7 a, m, we left Maha- .




ragama and came to the B. M.
i.C. H. grounds. The School
Bands started to play at about
* 8-30 a.m and went on till 11-30a.m.
11l all the delegates had arrived-
We had an opportunity eof seeing
the delegates of different countries
in their national dresses, We were
go prond & happy that we were
of service to our country in wel-

coming the delegates. We are
thankful to the government for
inviting us and for the kind hos-
pitality shown to us during our
stay.

We returned home by the
gixteenth night train and arrived
here on the seventeenth August.

Sashilekka Palasanthiran
Grade 8 P

CWMWALD

A Space Craft to Mars

After many years of research
the National Aeronauties and
Bpace Administration of America
suecessfuly landed two space craft
on Mars. They are Viking I
and II. Since 1957 the space craft
called Mariner 4,5 6 and 9 had
orbited the planet Mars and taken
many pictures of Mars. But they
had not landed en Mars. Since
then the space scientists were
making every effort to find out
whether life could exist there.

So they worked on a space craft
that could land on Mars,
probe for life, and that’s how the
Viking I and II
built and sent to

and

space crafts
came to be
Mars

The Viking space craft has
two parts. One iz called the
Viking orbiter and the other is
Viking lander. The lander is
comprised of miniature laborato-
ries computers, datastorer and
memory storer. All these instru-
ments help o investigate life on
Mars. The Viking orbiter orbits
Mars, while the lander remains
stationary in Mars. Whatever the
messages the Viking lander has
to send to the Harth, it is trans-
mitted through the orbiter. The
orbiter relays such messages with
eage to the Harth. And that's how
the messages are received and
analysee by the space scientists
waiting  anxiously for  such
messages.
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obtained
there are living
organisms in martian soil The
Viking space craft taking nearly
eleven months to reach HMars, had
travelled a distance of nearly 500
million miles before it landed on
Mars., The space eraft had followed
the planet Mars along its orbit.
The Viking space craft I and II

The
confirms that

result so far

the Viking space oraft at an esti-
mated cost of nearly $ 1000 million,
This sum is very mueh bigger
than Sri-Lankas budget for a year.
People might wonder why America
is spending so much of meney on
this space research programme.
Scientists think that knowledge
thus gained will help mankind to
learn of the past history of our

contained highly sophisticated sci- planet and enable man to fit
entifie instruments and machinery himself for his survival and
Ten thousand people had worked on progress in this planet called
this project over a period of ten Harth.
years, and suceessfuly produced Yamuna Vallipuram
Grade 9k
CWVAWAD

A Pen Speaks

[ was born in a big factory
in England. As I was growing
and taking shape in the factory,
the manager wanted to give
me a name. | was named
“Ladies Parker Slimfold’'.

One day | joined my othar
friends and stayed sealed in a
big package. [ could hear the
manager saying ‘' Send this
package with the other packa-
ages to Ceylon.” At the mention
of Ceylon | was happy. [ wan-
ted to see beautiful Ceylon ard
the tea-bushes.
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of its Tragedy

. At last the ship sailed into
Colombo harbour. 1 could not
do anything except listen to
other peopla’s conversations.
I heard someone saying 'Take
this package to Cargills in Fort”
[ was waiting anxiously to get
to Fort. When I went by lorry
to Fort, a young salesman took
me out and left me in a show-
case. | was happy to see so
many Ceylonese faces looking
at me.

One
medical

lovely lady.
spcke to the

day a
student



salesman and took me home.
Before | went to her home a
man engraved the lady's name
. with gold letters on my slim
body. This lady treated me
‘with love and care..

- One day | accidently slipped

off from her hand-bag. A
naughty boy picked me up. He
looked very happy and ran
across the road with me.

Bang!l... There was a loud
noise, screeching brake were

applied. The boy and 1 were
under the wheels of a huge car.
1 saw pieces of glass and blood
on the road. Some constables
carried the half dead boy into
a toxi.

] felt somthing happening
to my slim body. [ felt fractures
all over my body. | noticed
that my shape and colour were
changing. Just then someone
trampled me and I felt the last
bit of my breath passing away
from me.

Vithushani Sothinathan
Grade 9k

The Modern Miss

The present generation is
more independent than the
generations of the past. In olden
days the girls did not have the
freedom to make choices on
their own. They were spoon-fed
by their elders. In their
haviour thay were guided by
the older generation. Girls in
those days were educated only
up to middle school level. After
a certain age they stopped
their schooling. Though they
were very young they got married
after this.

be-

They did not have the
chance to go out, meet people
and mix around. There-by
their education and social life
were very limited. They were
very orthodox in their attire &
behaviour.

But the modern miss is
quite ditferent.. She is so ad-
vanced and she has developed
her individuality. so much that
she makes decisions for herself.

Her .attire is very different
from the attire of her sisters of
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the older generation. She is very
fashion - concious and dresses
in the latest fashions. She adjusts
herself to the world’s latest
trends. The parents also let
them dress as they like.

The modern parents appreci-
ate the individuality of the
modern miss. But they are very
firm in guiding them. They help
them to achieve their goal. They
are very broad minded. As they
know what life is like they like
their girls to grow up to become

patient, intelligent and good
girls. They teach them to
take life seriously but with a

sense of humour following the

proverb.

“‘Laugh at life
or
Life will Laugh at you"”

They bring up the modern
miss to face all the ups  and
downs in life with a smiling
face so that one day she will be

crowned with success. The
modern miss is highly educated.
At present she is as educated

as the men. In certain jobs
she has proved herself better
than men.

The modern miss mixes

around with all sorts of people
and understands life. Her social
standards and intelligence are
of a high order.

In the past the women had
to obey the man in every actk
vity. In the modern world women
have their say as much as the
men. We had our Inter-natio-
nal women’s year which focussed
attention on women.

Well it's a rat race for the
modern ‘miss’ to compete with
the modern ‘master’. As | am
also one of the modern misses.
[ hope te try my best and do
well in life, at least as well as
the *master’

Kalyani Shanmuganathan
9p.p




The Market in myx Village

Cities and towns have many-
market places. A village has at
least one market square. The
market square is the place where
people buy and sell food stulfs
like vegetables, fruits, meat, fish
. and eggs. It is a eommon mee-
ting place for the people round
about. This place is a boon to
both the buyer and the seller.

We have a big market place
in our village. Itis situated near
the railway-station. There are
geveral villages surrounding this
market place. The majority of
the people who live in those
villages are farmere. They grow
many kinds of vegetables and
fruits. They also rear cattle, goat
and poultry and other farm birds
in their homes. On market daye
all products of the farms ars
displayed for sale. The villagers
and people from towns visit this
market place to buy their nesds:-

A visit to this market is very
interesting. Early in the morning
men and women bring their farm
produce in cars, buses, vans,
lorries and by train. The poor

farmers bring their produce on
their heads. By nine o' clock
the market is a hive of activity.
Hundreds of people are buying
and selling things. There is a

deafening noise every where.
It is pleasant to see large heaps
of vegeta 'es and fruits displayed
for sale. ruits of all kinds,
oranges, 1 .. ons, plantains and
papaws erc sold here. Local
vegetables like drumstick, brin-
jals bitter gourds, snake gourds,
pumpkins, ladies fingers, tomatoes
beans, cabbages, onions and
chillies are sold in this market.
Vegetables and fruits from up-
country are brought either by
train or lorries to this market
for sale.

People selling these goods
pay to the loccal authority & sum
of money as tax. Vehicle owners
who park vehicles in the market
premises are required to pay a
rent. A person collects the rents
from these stall-holders. They
have the right to sell their goods
in these stalls. Tradesmen bring
cloth, soap and _other articles
here for sale- Some of the stall-/
holders sell curry stuffs. On one
gside of the market there is a
place reserved for selling fish
and another place for mutton
and beef.

The stall-holders in this mar-
ket sell goods al sny price they
like. As a result, the consumers

some limes have to pay an

67



Exorbitant price.' Some times
these poor farmers do not get
a fair or resonable price for
their’ goods, because of the
middlemen or «agent. Then
the buyers &nd the sellers
sustain a great loss.

-The lccal authority should
exercise a sirict control over the
market and prevent these abuses.
Then alone will dealers and the
public be benifited.

“uhirthathevy Sinnathurai
Grade 9.B. Rep.

 Back Yara Poultry Keeping

Poultry keeping can Le an
intercsting hobby and a profitable
enterprise. Peultry could be reared
on a back yard scale or on a
commercial scale. Back yard poul-
try keeping may be in an open
run or a semi ‘“‘Deep Litter” sys-
tem. But on a eommercial seale:
hundreds and thousands of layers
may be reared, in *‘l'eep Litte:’’
houses or im “Battery Systems’

The wvillagers generally rear a
few country birds in an open run
with a small poultry house :n
their back yard. But some villa-
gers and city dwellers rear poultry
on a Semi - Deep Litter or Deep
Titter system. Under these systems
they rear from a few birds upto
about fifty birds.

Popular breeds that people
rear are the Rhode Island Red,
Australorp, White Leghorns Brown-
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Leghoins and crosses of white
Leghorns with R. I. R. called the
Ro-whites or White Leghorns
with Australorps called the Austro-
Whilte White TLeghorns and
Brown-Leghcrns are reared purely
for egg produoetion, and the other
breeds are reared for meat and

"8ggs.

A back yard poultry keeper
can hatch his own ¢hicks by ucing
a broody hen and hatching "eggs
bought from a Government Farm
or from a known private poultry
breeder. He may also buy day old
chicks or month-eld chicks or
layers at point-of-lay. It is con-
venient to buy birds at point of lay,
after the mnecessary vaccination
against Ranikhet and Fowlpox
diseases.

I am rearing fifteen - W hite.
Leghorn layers and an R. I. R.



cock bird. They are kept under
a semi-deep-litter system. My
father bought me these birds at
point of lay. (about five months
old) My father converted a fire
.wood shed 10’ %6’ into a poultry
run. Two pershes, two , feeding
troughs, two water containers, two
egg boxes and some simple utensils
are in- the run. Paddy husk is
used as litter, The cadjan shed
is enclosed by wire netting and a
- small gate is provided My father
taught me to cull poor layers every
gix months and replacements are
brought in. I feed the birds twice
a day and provide sufficient drin.
king water. I collect the eggs
thrice a day. About three and a

half pounds of layers mash, half
pound of paddy and little vitast-
ress, are fed to all birds, per day.
The above feed coste «bout two
rupees and fifty cents I collect
about eight eggs per day. My mother
uses five eggs a day at home and

sells the remaining eggs at sixty

cents per egg The total income
of four rupees and eighty cents
is obtained agsinst a total expen-
diture of two rupees and fifty
cents. Nett profit of two rupees
and thirty cents per day is obtained,
Thus there is -plenty of profit in
back yard poultry keeping There
is 2 great deal of pleasurein it.

janak: K.
{(rrade 9 s5

The Fruit Industry inSri Lanka

Sri Lanka has become famous

for its fruits. Several varieties
of fruits are being grown m
Sri Lanka. In olden days the

farmers and peasants cultivaied
fruits for their own consumption.
The excess they had was either
sold in markets or distributed
among neighbours, relations or
friends. It has now become possi-
ble to sell fruits in markets as
fruit is an important part of our
diet.

Son.e of the fruits grown 1n
Sri — Lanka oranges, jak,
mangoes, pineapple, passion and
lemon. Very recently the growing
of grapes Las become an import-
ant occupation in the north of
Sri~ Lanka. Plenty of grapes
produced in the north of Sri—
Lanka are now available all over
the country. This fruit was
imported to Sri Lanka a few
years ago from Australia. -When
the govermment banned the import

are
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of grapes from Australia; a few
farmers from the north of Sri-—
Lanka started cultivating grapes.
As the cultivation was a success,
many others followed and Sri-
Lanka is almost self sufficient in
grapes.

There is a big demand for
eur fruits abroad. We are cann-
ing our fruits for export, Some
of the fruits that are canned
are mangoes, pineapples, passion-
fruits, tomatoes and woodapple.
These are exported to wvarious
countries in KEurope. Qur export-
ers are unable to meet the
demand from European countries.
Recently the Commissicner for
Development of Marketing who
returned after a tour of KEuropean
Countries has stated that we are
unable to supply the demand for
our fruits in foreign eountries.

The Government of Sri-Lanka
has therefore started assisting
farmers in the production of fruits
by granting loans for planting
fruit trees. This scheme of
granting loans will encourage
increased production of fruits
which will be exported to foreign
countries. We could earn much
needed foreign exchange by the
export of increased quantities of
canned fruits. These fruits could
not be exported as fresh fruits
because they will get spoilt
before they reached the countries
of destination. That is why
these fruits are canned before
export  This canning provides
employment to a good number
of workers also.

Mythili Sithampalam
Grade 9 SS

The Haunted House

This is & true story, as told
to me by my uncle. It happened
about thirty years ago. My uncle
who was a civil servant was ap-
pointed a settlement officer in the
Balangoda district. While going
through a village, he saw a very
large house in a big compeund.
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The house was closed and the
gate was locked. My uncle learnt
from the headman that the house
was haunted and that nobody sta-
yed there. My uncle who never
beleived in this kind of fairy tale
immediately contacted the owner
and moved into the house with



kis peon. After dinner they went
to sleep. The time was about
9p. m. My uncle slept in ome
room and his peon slept in an
adjoining room. After an hour or
two, my uncle heard foot—steps
in the hall. As he himself had
inspected all the rooms and locked
up the house he felt a kind of
shiver running through his body.
Then the foot steps were heard
in an adjoining room followed by
gounds as if some one was com—
bing bair. Then a loud giggle.
My uncle who thought of investi-
gating the cause of this noise
decided to stay where he was.
Then came a loud shriek from the
room where the peon was supposed
to be sleeping My uncle opened
the peon’s room and called him
by name. He found him in the
corner covered with ablanket and
‘shaking all over. He too had heard
the noise and the foot steps. Then
he had opened the door and
peeped in to the hall. He saw

the form of a lady. He then heard
the giggle. If was then that the
peon had shrieked. My uncle then
went into the hall with the peon.
In the light of a torch they saw
a woman clad in white, quickly
passing out of the hall. They went
up to the door, but it was locked
Then they knew i1t wae a ghost.
They could not sleep that night.
Early next morning when they.
went to the owmer's house, fo
return the keys, he told them thalb
the house was haunted by the
gpirit of his daughter. His daug-
hter wanted to marry a man
beneath her rank. As he was
against this marriage his daughter
had committed suicide in the house.
Ever gince that time the house
had been haunted. The spirit will
have to roam about till the allot-
ted span of life comes fto end.
So dear reader never think of
commwitting suicide. It does not
do any good either to you or to
others.

Nalayini Seevaratnam
Grade 10 A Sc.
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The Country | would like to visit

1 haven't had the opportunity
to travel much. I have been to
only some parts of Ceylon. Often
have I wished to travel abroad.
If my wish could come true, I

would like to visit Japan-
“The Land of the Rising Sun’

Many a time have I read
about this beautiful land of cherry
blogsoms, and chrysanthimums, its
quaint temples, its picturesqus
paddy fields, its winding roads
and the historic mount Fuji.

Most of the things that we
buy, I find, come from Japan. Be
it toys or silks eor house hold
goods; Japan seems to be
producer.

the -

My attraction towards Japan
started, when I was young. It was
the toys that attracted me most.
Now that Japanese toys are not
allowed into our Country, we do
not see good tove.

The Japanese, like the people
of Sri Lanka are very hard working.
The Japanese are famous for their
hospitality.

Japan has suffered many set-
backs but in spiteef all her draw-
backs, she is a flourishing coun-
try and I am longing for the day
when I could visit her.

Jayamala Ranganathen
Grade 10 B Science

The tale of the Flamboyant

Hello children! I am the
flamboyant tree under which you
have played many a day. Many
children like you have played un-
der me 1 am a very old tree.
I am dying now. Let me tell
you my story.

I was planted in 1938. There
was a greab gathering, The oceasion
was the opening of the hostel.

T2

This was the most modern and

beautiful hostel in Jaffna at that
time. Assoon as the distinguished
visitors and other guests arrived
the then principal Miss E. Scow-
croft led the chairman of the
Jaffna Synod - Mr. Weaver to the.
prepared pit where I was to be
planted.



Ok ! ehildren you must have
seen me then, How beautijnl I was-
slender, thin and straight. My
tender leaves were fluttering in
the wind and | was so proud
‘of mvself. Mr, Weaver lifted and
lowered me gemtly into the pib.
Some one pushed the soil in all
round me to kelp me stand firm.

As I stood there I could see
the prayer hall of the hostel, just
in front of me with the symbols
of Liove, Hope & Charity. Then
I sent up a prayer to the Lord
Almighty “Oh! God! belp me to
be of use to the youngsters of
this institution.’’

I think God granted my pra-
yer. Thechildren loved my shade.
They came to stand under my
shade. and pour out their lates of
joy or woe.

I dont't think any person would
have witnessed such a variety of
human feelings. Small ochildren
who came to school with their
parents for the first time oried,
walking reluctantly. as they enter-
ed the school while others chat-
tered gaily, The older ones some-
times talked of the holiday they
had enjoyed or of the presents
they got for their Birthdays or
X'mas-or sometimes of their little
quarrels with their brothers and
sisters. They discussed their results,
their future plans. The late comers
in the morning, were lined up

under my shade till the 3rd bell.
Some times the teachers sent the

disobedient children to stand under
me facing the office as punish-
ment. I felt sorry for them
During the Prefeeot elections my
branches and trunk were decorated
with notices canvassing votes.Some
times my flowers were picked to
decorate the vases in the halls.
Thus I have been a silent partict-
pant in all the affairs of the
school.

In 1957 a part of my branches
was broken during a storm whieh
swept the island. This did not
affect my appearance muoch and
children came to me as usual.
But last month & good portion
of me crashed down, after conti-
nuous rain. 1 knew my days were
numbered as there was a big hole
in my trunk Some of the older
folks of the school said that the
remaining branches should be cut
down as they may fall on the child-
ren or the vehicles parked under
them But I didn’t give them the
opportunity to cut me down A few
days ago, the remaining branches
fell off of their own accord.

I'm a sorry sight now with
my rotting trnnk bunched and bare.
In a few more days, | will be
chopped down for fire wood. Fare
well dear Vembadi! Will you think
of me sometimes - my flaming
flowers and the cool shade of my
leafy branches under whieh you

played ?
Suganthy Sriskandarajuh
H. N. C. E. *A’ Se.
1976
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Towards a New World Order

““No man Is an island unte himself”

We live today on the thres-
hold of a new world that is in
the pangs of birtn, Events in
the present century have resulted
in a world that has visibly
shrunk in its dimensions. Coun-
triss find them szelves in a state
of interdependence for their
very eristance. The causes for
the challenge that confronts
mankind today have to be
sought in bygone history.

The voyages of discovery
opened for the west vistas of
trade and commerce. It also
brecught in its wake the pheno-
menon called colonialism. The
advent of the Industrial Revclu-
tion in Europe led to the expan-
sion of colonial Empires which
sustained the industrial nations
with essential raw materials and
primary proeducts.

The hot pussuit by industrial
nations for colonial empires
resulted in two Catastrophic
world wars which shook this
planet to its very foundations.
[t soon dawned on nations that
cut-throat competition cannot
augur well for humanity. The
United Nations Organisation on
the heels of the second world
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war, get out to offer the world
a new deal, wherein, peaceful
co-existence among man and
nations would be cardinal in
ensuring happiness for mankind.

But, sadly for us the second
world war which saw the death
of colonialism, ushered in a new

era-the era of exploitation
through neo-colonialism. The
affluent industiial west which
exploited the world through

politicel imperialism in the past
resorted to exploitation through
economic controls. Exploitation
of nation by nation has assumed
monstrous proportions Social
Justice is dispensed with. The
law of the *‘Survival of the
fittest’’; the law of the rich
eating the poor is in operation
It is cannibelism in a new garb.
Is this the price paid for
Modern civilization?

Mankind, today, is at the
cross roads. What is man’'s
destiny? Which is the road

he will take? Competition as the
theme of life has resulted 'in
human degradation. The challen-
ge looms large before
and his response has
pathetic and futile.

been

him -




These is yet a glimmer of
hope. Man is resourceful. He
has evinced new responses-to
an age old challenge. No longer
may nations ciaim the world's
resources as their own. The
scarce resources are for the
common owner ship of humanity
The clarion call for a new
World Order is clese enough
The call is for co operation in
place of competition The Con-
cept of non-alignment has set

the pace for the New World
Ordes. It has lent momentum

to the ideals of the U.N.OQO.
Qur world does not belong
only to the rich and the

mighty. Little Nations may yet:
through [nternational Co-opera-
tion encure for mankind a Fair
Deal in pussuance of the ideals
of a Utopia.

Sumitra Nampyarocoran
Grade 10, Sc., C,

God is one

There are so many religions

in this world. Each of these
religions is followed by one or
more devotees who have faith.

So many educationisis have con-
cluded that God by whatever name
we call him is one and only one.
Each religionist has his or her
own ways of following each religion
according to the old scriptures,
preachings of prophets or inear-

nations of deiby.

God is unknowable and un-
known to the wvast majority of
mankind. He is everywhere., He

gees witheut eyes and hears with-
out ears. He is the formless and
indivisible. He is uncreate. God
is worshipped as father, mother

even as stick and stone although
he is none of these things.

All religionists will accept the
fact that God is nearest to us if
we would realise and pray for
him. But, he is slso far from us,
if we do not seek his relief or
blessings. There are many Gods
in the Vedas. Ofher secriptures

call them angels.

God 1is reality the purest
TRUTH, CLEAR, CONSCIOUS-
NESS OF HAPPINESS. We call

it Happiness, Heart, Love, God
etc. We are aware that TRUTH

is no exclusive property of any
religion. The belef in TRUTH,
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BATYAM, PIOUS INNOCENCE
'i8 all that is needed to live peace-
fully in this world. Before thin.
king of freedom, if ‘each OR6 can
be brave enough to love one ano-
ther’s religion, even prejudices
and superstitioms, we can albtain
mental harmony.

Thie requires faith in one’s
self. Faith in one self is faith
in God. If we develop Faith, we

oan eease to fear ome another.

The belief that God is one
can be the first step to solve
some, if not all the problems that
face mankind. The need of the
moment is not one religion but
mutual respect and toleranee of
the devotees of the different
religions. Seeking unity in diver-
sity should be the resmlt of
improved literaey.

Janaki - Balasingham
H.N.CE. Science

Special " Thosai”

A short distance from our
house and in the same street
lived an old woman who owned
a small vegetable shop. She was
8 widow with three children and

she resided in a small hut, of
which a portion, served as her
kitchen. She worked from morn-
ing till late at night. She was
a big clumsy old woman with a

wrinkled face and masses of un-
kempt grey hair, and was always
grumbling and groaning. Sometimes
she would become hysterical and
screamm at her cutomers and
neighbours,

Her speciality was a kind of
pancake called ‘Thosai.” Flour
and mashed lentils were kept in
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an earthen pot to ferment at
night, and in the morning it was
mixed to form yeasty liquid paste.
A big spoonful of the paste was
transferred to a griddle and
baked. The old woman {whom
we fondly called ‘Aachi’ was
famous for her special ‘Thosais’
and men, women and children
went joyfully to her shop to eat
her ‘Thosais’, Sometimes she

hardly had room to accommodate
all of them,

My mouth watered when 1
felt the smell and aroma of her
baked Thosais. It was very
tempting and appetising. My
mother also prepares Thosais once
in a way but Aachi’s Thosai was
a speciality.



So ‘ome day my friend
Mangalam and I went to Aachis
shop to eat some ‘Thosais’. We
erdered a few and Aachi served
.us both on small plantain leaves
with ‘sambol’ on top of the
*Thosais’,

Mangalam ate hers first and

I too finished one and started
on the third, when all of a
sudden her expression changed.
She was staring so hard at her
‘Thosai’ that her eye-balls nearly
came out of the sockets. I too

peered at her ‘Thosai’~ Alas!
To my surprise and horror, there
was a cockroach neatly baked on
Mangalam’s thosai. I slowly
signalled Mangalam to get up,
paid Aachi, and hurriedly left her
hut without even throwing out
our ‘leftovers’. On the way back
Mangalam mumbled “Our home
made Thosais are far better than
Aachis specials’. 1 nodded in
assent.

Yasothara Thiagarajah
H.N.C.E. (10 Commerce)

A Surprise from my mother

One day our mummy went to
the government farm at Tinnavely
and bought twelve eggs. On her
way back home, she bought a big
basket too

Earlier, cur aunt had loaned
us a fierce-looking hen that was
ready for brooding. My mum filled
part of the basket with paddy-
busk, arranged the eggs in the
basket and placed the Mother-hen
over them. She did all this in
the store room at a time when
all of us had gone to schools.
Mum kept this matter a top secret

One day while we were having
breakfast, we heard some
noises in the next room.
diately we looked at mum and saw

her smile. She hastened info the
store-room, All of us too left our
breakfast plates and followed her.
Oh! it was indeed a pleasant
surprise to every one of us in the
home. The mother-hen and a brood

of chubby chicks ! They were very .
beautiful and interesting to look
at. They were cream and brown
in colour, There was real commo-
tion in the room, One jumping
over the other [not the chicks of

faint
fmme-

-
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course but we the human brood]
to get a glimpse of the new-arri-
vals. Oh ! this was the first time
we children saw a hen and a brood
of chicks. You can just imagine
our thrill. As soon as the chicks
saw us they crept under the moth
ers’ wings and did not come out.
But mummy lifted the mother-hen

and let us see the woolly tiny-tots.
It pleases me and my cousin Sam
to be always near them and watch
over them. All of us in the home

love them very much.
What a lovely surprise

mother gave us.

our

Rose Mahibranjanie Shaumugam
Grade 10B Science FH.N.C.E.]

The Teen-ager

The teen-ager is betweenm two
worlds. He is neither here nor
there. The young child treats
him or her as an elder and is not
free with her. The adults treat
her as a child, or rather, an-infe-
rior adult, Hence all the trouble.
The teen-ager should be made fo
“belong’’ some where. The adults
should gradually admit her into
their world. She should be con-
sulted occasionally, if not frequenly.
She should feel that she also has
a say in important matters.

In the July '76 <¢Catholic
Digest” there is a nice article.
Two hundred teen-agers were asked
to speak out what they felt about
good parents. Their answers were

gsorted out. Some of the ideas
are weorth looking into.
Most parents don’t eare to

explain things clearly to the teen-
age child. They take things for
granted. Naturally the child dosen’t
-understand the point of view of

8 -

the parents and quarrels arise.
Nowa days the teen-agers don’t$
like to obey unquestioningly, they
want {0 understand the ‘whys’
and ‘wherefores' of a thing before
they participate in it.

An adult enjoys some privacy.
A teen-ager also likes to have
gsome privacy. She doesn’t like

. the - elders searching her drawers

or looking into her diary. She
prefers her parents asking her
straight out if they suspect that
she is doing some thing wrong,

A teen-ager  likes many things
“Modern™ Some of these her
parents never heard of New records,
Pop music, new looks, new clothes.
The ‘parents and teachers shounld
try to share at least in a few
of her interests. They should not
discard every thing modern. Some
of these they themselves may like.

Sobana, B
Grade Il A Seience



Lufisy wrmtat umLiss @oriGuaser eimES o
Wrsw dxESars Hmarart MANTFUS ST
asVbn GErewLmiy

iSE s WiBuFud uniks s mTTSYTD, 1RG5, SBNug
GurvsTgima 5@ ydn JBu Quibisalihgb, Rég wrsnm 550
wiLdxaiinHd — mhosonr 1976



= F




The A. L. Union

When | was a student in
the @ C.E (O.L) class [ used
to watch the A.L Union members
going on their annual educational
tours with envy. Being an A.L
Union member now ‘I thrilled
to the thought that I too would
join the tour when we were
told that our annual tour was
to be on Octber. 7th. 1 was
the first to hand in my excursion
.

It was to be a four day
tour, covering Anuradhspura,
Mihintale, Sigiriya, Batticoloa
and Trincomalee. Apart from
widening our knowledge about
dear Sri- Lanka, the thought of
a few days away  from home,
and an exacting mother, of having
high fun with my friends kept
me awake at night planning
out a series of mischief I could
indulge in. On the 6th we had
a pep talk from our principal
as to how we ' should conduct
ourselves and we owe our thanks
to her for the very compliman-
tary letters she had about us
from those who played hosts
to us- :

7th of October dawned for
me at 2.30 am. I could not fall
a sleep because of excitement
and fear that [ mightg et to school

Educational Tour

later than 6 a.m. and thus miss
the bus. | took my belongings
packed in a smart bag, alarge
delicious lunch parecel, a sling
bag full of knick — knacks and
set out jountily to school.

Friends who lived several
miles away from the school were
there before me. Wo started
chatting in excitement. The large
C.T.B bus arrived at 7 O’elock.
We arranged our bags in the
bus. Before we set out a group
photograph was taken in front
of the bus. After bidding a
cheerful farewell to our Principal
we set out on our long jcurney,
We settled down in our seats.
but there was no room for our
pillows. So we hung them on
the hold-on bar which began
to lock like a clothes line.

Qur first stop was at Muru-
gandy. Some of the girls broke
coconuts at the temple. Since
the bus had to cool its engine
for 40 minutas most of us bought
peanuts and munched them and
chattered like monkeys.

On our way to Mihintale
some were singing, some were
gazing through the windows.,"
some wsare dozing and many
after a sleepless night were a
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sleep with wide open mouths,
which were a target for paper
balls from the mischievous ones.

We reached Mihintale at
about 11.45. The sight of the
high flight of steps made us
want to count them. With great
joy we started running up the
steps counting as well as eclimb-
ing. We were fighting for breath.
Sem : one suggested that if we
toock a diaganol course across
the stair way climbing would
be made easier. We did =0 and
found that there was less pain
in our knees .The sight from
the top was beautiful.

After walking around the
Dagoba at the top snd lighting
candles in the temple in front
of the reciining Buddha, we
started climbing down. On our
descent about mid way we saw
the bathing place of Deva-
nampiya Tissa and the place
where he met Mahinda. We had
lunch at Anuradhapura and
proceeded to Dambulle. While

_:;iimbing the Dambulle rock we

sang songs. We entered the
cave temple which has been
cut into the massive rock. We

got an idea of the immensity

of the caves. There were five
separate cavee. The walls and
roof of the caves were covered
with ancient paintings. There
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were several statues of Buddha
too. Water was dripping from
the rocky reof top which was
caught in a large cauldron. As
we walked back we noted that
we could see Sigiriva from
Dambulle rock.

We reached Sigiriva by
about 5.30 p.m and we wers
told we could not elimb
Sigiriya as the hornets had
been disturbed and would
attack us. Though greatly disa-
pointed we were happy that we
had been f{fortunate enough to
have been at the feot of the
great tortress of king Kasyappa.
We reached Polonnaruwa at
I0 pom. We spent the night at
the Surveyor’s Bungalow there.
The next morning we visited
Parakrama Samudra. It was hal
dried. Then we visited the ruins
the Sivan kovil, Kiri Dagaba,
Gal Vihara and other places of
interest The sculpturing we saw
in these ruins is truly a classic
example of the craftsmanship
ot ancient Ceylon. We saw the
Lotus pond which had served
as the bathing pool of the the
Queen’s of Polonaruwa.

-

We set oif for Batticaloa
the same day and on the way

visited the Eastern paper mills.’
Though the {factory was not
working because of water short-



‘age, the working of the machi-
nery was explained to us. We
Teached Batticaloa at 4.30 p.m.
After doing some shopping we
-went for a sea bath to Pasi-
kudah. The night was spent
-at St. Cecilias convent.

We reached Trinco the next
-evening at 4.30 p.m. On the
‘way we visited the sugar factory
at Kantalai. Here too the factory
was not working because of the
shortage of water. After a late
lunch we went to the het water
springs at Kiniya. The springs
are in the form of tiny wells.
‘The water in each well is at
-a different temperature. That
night we went for a film show.

The next day which was
to be the last day of our tour
we saw the deer at Fort Fredrick
-and Ravanan's cleft on a huge

rock. We wauhippn& at Kones-
warar temple and climbed up
to the top of Temple rock which
is also called The Lovers Leap.
We enjoyed the visit to the
dock yard. On board the ship
Gajabahu we learnt all about
ships and their working. The
engine room, the radio room:
the Captains room and the mess
interested us a great deal. The
working of the ‘Radar’ was ex-—
plained to us.

After purahasing lunch
packets we left for Jaffna. We
reached college al 8 p.m. My

mother was theres to receive me.
and the f{irst thing [ told her
was that she would have to
allow me to join the next Edu-
cational tour toc.

Subadra Pathmanathan
Girade 11 B sc .

All Within Half an Hour'.

It was an eveningin mid March.
The only inmates of my house
were my parents and the small
servant boy Selvan. All the others
had gone out of Jaifna.

was laid
headache.

My mother
with her usual

up
She

had strained herself. during my
sister's wedding a fewdays before
My father went on his evening
stroll to the Grand Bezaar.
Selvan was asked to finish up
a few odd jobs. He did so and
came and sat by mother's bed.

Bl



In a few minutes he grew
restless;andcomplained to
mother that some one seemed

to be moving towards the . kit
chen She jumped out of her
bed and seized the broken

broom in her trembling hands
She asked the boy to raise a
cry. “Thief, thief”’ the boy cried.
Men and women came running
with sticks and clubs in their

hands.

“Where is the thief?’”” “He
has got in to the kitchen”, they
said, for they heard a rumbling
noise from within. One among
the crowd rushed forward with a
padlock. and locked the kitchen
door. Al of them shouted thre
ats. They -looked up to the roof
to see if the thief would try
to make his exit that way.

But the roof was intact “If he
tries to break open the door,

he will be caught. tied to. the
nearest tree and whipped" they
said. :

Nothing stirred for a few
minutes. The bravest among the
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‘crowd walked up to the window

on the opposite side and
loocked in. He could see none.
In the meantime the ‘armed’
crowd lined up in double file
in front of the deoor. in detence.
They decided to open the door
The handle was released as
gently as possible.

When the door was opened
the neighbours dog came out as
calm as a eow. The defenders laid
down their arme and laughed
loud. They blamed the boy for -
the practical joks played on
them. :

But was this a practical
joke? No it wasnt. One or two
thefts did take place in the
house. Selvan tried to palm it
otf on thieves who never came.

One day he was caught
red handed. We couldnt keep
him any longer. He was promp
tly packed off.

Rajkumari - Sabaratnam-
Grade 11’ S¢




The Problems of ‘Students Today

The world of the late twen-
tieth century is faeing the problem
‘of student unrest, Children, during
their adolescence want to be treated
like adults, but when parents and
teachers still treat them like
children, they begin to resemt it.
This iz ome of the ills of the
world today. This problem, looms
large in the eyes of most govern-
ments and they, especially those of
the more developed countries,
dread ib.

Much of the studemt unrest
is caused by misunderstanding
between the students and the staff
of the colleges and Universities.
Where the staff mixes with the
students and speaks to them kindly
and gets to know their problems,
ghows their sympathy, and gives
sound advice to them, the student,
teacher  relationship is sound
Where this does not happen, there
is bound te be friction.

In many countries the method
of teaching and ' the choice of
subjects are out dated. So ambi.
tious students who want to be
successful in their career want the
mode of education to be changed.
As a result students protest againpst
what they don't want and demand
what they want. :

The students of today are
undergoing a great deal of hard-
ghip which the students of the
previous generation did nob expe-
rience. Students today are unable
to get a job to earn a living even
after graduation. The lot of the
stndent who passes out of a High
school is even worse. The future
iz bleak for arts students in deve-
loping countries like Sri Lanka.
These students are dissatisfied,
frustrated and restless.

Farthermore students in Sri
T.anka belonging to minority eom-
munities are not given equality of
opportunity in employment. Kven
if they do very 'well in their
public examinatiens scoring very
high marks, by mediawise stan—
dardization and the district quota
gystem, they are mot given equsl
opportunity in obtaining jobs As a
result a substantial proportion of
the country’s intelligentsia is id/ing
on the streets with their talents
unrecognised. Thus they are easily
stirred up and they react violently
burning and destroying both public
and private property. It can be
said that it is neither a political
issue_nor a language iesue that
makes them commit such erimes.
It may be pointed out that it is
their suppressed emotious which
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buret om$ inko violenee at  the
first opportuniiy.

¥We have read that atudent
unrest began to be felt in #the

United Btates of America among
the Negro students who were sup-
pressed by the Whites. Their
bottled up emotions suddenly erup-
‘ted and the Negroes fought for
their position in the field of edu-
cation. [Later, students in other
countries followed suit. Studemy
demonstrations in America againsy
‘the Vietnam war made President
Jhonson unpopular Senator Robert
Kennedy's success in polities in
America can be attributed to his
popularity among the students,
The riots by the University stu-
dents in France in 1968-69 brought
about the crisis in that country,
which Iater led to the devaluatiom
of the French franc and the down
fall of General De Gaulle.

We have alio read of an
instance when the Indian Govern-
ment passed the bill making Hindl
the official language, and students
from other colleges rioted, a leading
eollege in Madras, had no trouble
at all, because there was perfect
understanding betweem the staff
and the students.

It is true, students draw up
demands and hand them over fo
the college authoritiee wamiing
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smendments te be made withina
certain time. Some educational
insfitutes do make amendments
that satisfy both the students and
themselves. Others, instead, order
the studenis to quit campus and
in cerian cases call fer help from
the Police. This naturally causes
wnnecessary chaos and unwelcome
publicity.

Although this problem of stu-
dent unrest seems to be a difficul}
one to find a solubion for, it can
be solved with tact and wunder-
standing, Stndents must be treated
well and their demands considered
They must be trained to
protest peacefully and to make
reasonable demands which can be
eonsidered by the suthorities.

The studsnts between the age
of 15—20 have a lot of problems
facing them. One has to underge
physical changes at this age and
these affect one’s mood and beha-
viour. One should be allowed to
speak out problems withoui fear
and, then given good advice as
to how to get over these by
mature people. Here the parents
also bave a big responsibility. Tt
should not be forgotten that disci-
pline begins at home.

If the parents and teachers
understand these problems of teena.
gers and speak to them with



by the students
suppressed unheard or igmored. It

sympathy and understamding not

causing embarassment to them, by

and by thas unrest will cease.
Schools and Universities should
have better understanding betweem
staff and students Instead of
being frustrated, students should be
helped to plan to fight unemploy-
ment and to use their talents in
suitable ways.

This restlessness and prot-aat{s
should not be

has been said that Benjamin
Diraeli, & British statesman, when
he was interrupted and his speech
disturbed at the House of commons
said, *T will sit down now, but
the time will come when you will
hear me’’ Similarly, unless this
problem is handled with tact and
gsolved now, the student unrest
may continue, till they are given
a hearing.

Poomahal Thambiak
Grade 12 Rep. ‘B’ S.
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Keep Your City Beautiful

Jaffna the Capital of the
North is one ef the important
cities of Sri Lanka. It is the duty
of every citizen to keep it olean
and beautiful. A city must have
healthy citizen. Sickly people
cannot build up a healthy city
Sickness does not only waste
man power; it retards progress-
Sick people will consume a

.good portion of the city’s income

which can be used for develop-
ment. Ceylon is in the wake of
developing its tourist indusiry
and Jaffna is a place that affords
much to attract the tourists. It
has its share of beauty and it
should be kept beautiful to
impress the foreigners.

Though we want our city to
be beautiful, it is not kept clean
and beautiful. The first difficulty
arises because of lack of civic
sense in our people. They spit
on the roads, throw out rubbish
and refuse on the pavements.
As a result the roads of Jaffna
are a sorry sight indeed. The
people of the city should have
a sense of pride and take
steps- to keep their city clean
Each and every one should
co-operate to keep the city
beautiful.

It should be part of the
school curriculum to teach the
children to keep the city beautiful.
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The students should be taught
how to keep the high ways
clean. They should not throw
paper on the road. Even the
house wives sghould play an
active part in keeping a city
beautiful.

The municipality officers
should see that the drains are
kept clean. Health officers
should inspect their areas and
give a weekly report and pull
up those who are 'slacking in
their duty. The house holders
who keep refuse on the high
ways should be warned, and
cases should be filed against

them it they dont take heed
of the warning. There should
be big dustbins in which to
throw * wrappers and waste
paper and people should be
instructed to uee them

Then our city ' would be-
clean and a place worth living
in. Every man and woman
would be proud to be a citizen
of the beautiful city of Jaffna
If each person keeps his
surroundings clean then it would
be easy to attain the goal of
keeping the city clean.

Jeyasiri Sriskandarajak
Grade 12 ARTS

———— —— -

The Non - Aligned

The fith Non-Aligned summit
conference. one of the maost
momentous events for the third
world, was held at the Bandara-
nayake Memorial International
Conference hall, Colombo, from
August 16th 1976 to 20th 1976.
This conference was organised
to be held in Sri- Lanka at the
instanee of our honourable Prime
Minister, Mrs. Sirimavo Bandara-
nayake. About eighty five heads
of state who represented. 1500
million peopfe participaled in
this conference.
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Summit Confernce

Sri-Lsnka which had the
privilege of hosting this con-
ference. had made all possible-
arrangements to make this event
memorable one, for the thousa-
ande of delegates and mass
medve personnelle who gathered
in Colombo, They witnessed a
magnificent spectacle of pomp
and pageantry with a truly Sri-
Lankian flavour.

The inauguration of the meet-
ing of heads of state and
governments of the Non-Aligned



countries worked to plan except rest of the world, which would
for minor break downs here and otherwise hardly have been
there, which were to be expected possible for .@ small country
in a country that was going such as ours. :

through the experience of host-
ing a major world conference
for the first time.

This conference has put this
small -island of Sri Lanka on
- the world map. Sri - Lanka's

Non - Alignment represents honorable Prime Minister Mrs.
human aspiration all over the Sirimavo Bandaranayake was
world, and it is for this reason alected the chairman for the
that non - alignment is likely to conference. The conference was
prove a force to reckon with. planned and conducted with
The outcome of the Colombo such perfection that every thing
summit has to be viewed in the went on most efficiently and
wider perspective of other inter- gsmoothily from the date of
national conferences. In such a commencement to the date of
perspective the Colombo summit conclusion. The day to day
aquired a special significance proceedings were televised and

as representing forces and broadcast over the radio, so
aspirations that cannot be denied. that the news would reach

_ every nook and corner of mem-
Non-flignment has undoub- .. intries as well, A number

tedly . proved beneficial for Sri= o i4r reching decisions were
Lanka, in that it has undoubtedly tgken at the conference to
promoted Sri— Lanka’s stability, enable all countries whether
a point that can be apprecieted. big or small to march hand
in hand on the road to prosperity

As a consequence cf the con- :
& and progress in all spheres.

ference, Sri Lanka has been able to
follow a aompletely independent Kumuthini Selvalingam
policy in its dealings with the Grade 12 B Science.

Recent Educational Development in Srilanka

True educséion is the train- she, might become a contented and
ing of a chaild according to his useful citizen. A nation may be
or her talsnts, so that he, or rich in its natural and other
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resources, but
well as the contentment of the
people largely depends on the
proper utilization of these resour-
ces. [For this, a well planned
system of education is necessary.
Apart from training the yeuth
of the country for the economic
welfare of 1ts people, education
should also make them lead a
healthy and moral life

Education cannot remain static,
The system has to be changed to
suit changing needs. For centuries,
under foreign domination, the
rulers of Ceylon followed a system
of education whereby the children,
were prepared, to become clerks

in firms. It was an academic
education based on the English
medium.

After independence, free edu-
cation was introduced. It gives
an opportunity for everyone to
study. After this, education in
Swabasha was introduced. But
till 1972 the content of education
did mot change. In 1972 there
was a revolutionary change in
our system.

Under the new system the
N.C. G.E exam would be held
at Grade 9 level. Students have
to offer tem subjects including
Tamil, English, Maths, Social
studies, Physical training, and
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its prosperity as

Pre-Vocational  subjeots. The
choice of the Pre-vocational sub-
jects often depends on the area
in which the school is situated.
Crafts of the area are to be
tanght. Pre-vocational training is
the practieal training imparted to
children in different arts and
crafts. The purpose of this is
to encourage students to use their
practical skill. A person skilled
in any one craft can earn his
livelihood and be independent of
others.

In this ‘ system there is a
continual assessment of progress
in every subjeet, so that the
teacher will know the standard
of his pupils. The next stage is
the H. N.C.E, class. This class
has different streams, Science,
Humanities, Home Hconomics and
Commerce. There is also a
subject called Cultural Heritage.
This will help us to know some-
thing about our country, the
history of our nation, and our
culture. After this stage students
may specialise. Today the Uni-
versity has a large number of

students. @~ We mneed University
education to be truly universal
and maintain  high academic

standards while serving the peeple.
Importance is also given to
project work It is an activity
which has some bearing on the
needs of society.



Now there are changes in
teacher training too. There is a
change im the unified or integrated
educational administrative service,
where the Principals as well as
" Education Officers are transferred
to different areas.

Raads

On the whole this system
will solve the unemployment
problem. It will alse fulfil our
needs. May Gtod make our system
a very successful ene.

Shyamala Navaratnam
Grade i2 Arts

Games Report for the year 1976

Games Misfresses

Miss S. Dharmalingham
Mrs. N. Subramaniam

Games Committee :

Mrs. N. Jeganathan
Miss R. Packianathan

Mrs. K. Somasundaram

Mrs. M. Mylvagapam

Sports play an important part in
building up a healthy nation, and there-
fore it holds an impertant place in the
activities of our school. As Games Cap-
tain it is with pleasure that I submit
the Games report for the year 1976.

The activities for the 1st Term as
usual commenced with the Lower School
Sports meet which was held under the
patropage of Mrs. Y. Ganeshalingam
Lecturer, Jaffna Campus, a distinguished
old girl of Vembadi. Creedy House
carried away the champiomship Shield,

Mrs. J. Karthigesu
Miss N. Subramaniam

Mr. M, P. Broodie
Mr. S. Sivarajab

while Hornby House and Lythe House
came second and third respectively. The
standard of performance was good. The
Junior Champion was Karunadevi Sara-
vanamuthu. The intermediate Champion
was Shanthini Gunaratnam. Our heartiest
comgratulations and best wishes to them.

The Inter House Competitions in
English elocution, Tamil elocution, Tamil
singing, both group and individual, and
P. T. competitions, were held im the
Pirst Term, at three age group levels.
The results were as follows:
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English elocution

Irani David (Hornby)
Yammura Vallipuram (Horaby)
Yarlini Namasivayam (Creedy)

Semiers :
Inters :
Juniors :

Tamil elocution

Apushia Poppampalam (Horoby)
Shanthini Selvanayagam (Hornby)
Chandrika Tharmalingam(Horaby)

Seniors :
‘Imters :
Juniors @

Gfoup Simging

Seniors :
Jumicrs :

Lythe House
Lythe House

Individual Singimg

Juniors :

P.

Under 13 :

Ramani Rajendra (Lythe)

T.

Creedy House

Under 11; Scowcroft House

We participated in the P. T. com-
petition, athletic mees, and the net ball
tournament, orgaoised by the Education
Department. Our Congratulations to
Dushyanthi Ramanathan, Shaseckala Sel-
vadurai, Srikanthy Sivakadadcham, Ko-
mathy Muthukumaru, Kalyani Thiagarajah
MNaveeathini Kanagasabai. Kirubalini
Balasundaram and Udhisira Mahendran.
who had dome well ai this meet. Our
Jumior Net Ball team emerged Champions.
Congratulations to them too.

Two of our young athletes partici-
pated in the All. Island Girls Schools
meet held in Colombo. [ am very happy
to state that owur athletes did we}l in this
tournament. Dushyanthi Ramanathan won
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the first place in 100 metres and Udhistra
Mahendran won the second place in
Long Jump. Our congratulations to them.

The second term was crowded with
our school athletic programme. The Inter
House athletic sports meet was held
under the distinguished patronage of Mr.
S. Sivanathan, the Chief Education Officer
Northern Region.

Our athletes on the whole attained
a commendable standard in sports. Creedy
House retained the over all champion-
ship. Our comgratulations to the Cree-
dyites, One of the much coveted cups,.
the March Past cup was won by the
Scowcroft House.



The following were the Individual
LChampions.

Under 13 Devanthy Ambalavanar
Under 15 Udhistra Mahendran
Under 17 Naveenthini Canagasabai
Under 19 Shaseekala Sellvadurai

The most thrilling of all the events
for the Girls’ Schools in the North is
the Inter School athletic meet organised
by the J. G.S. S. A. Though we lost the
first place by two points. we must
commend the performance of our athletes
who put uwp a spirited fight till the end-
Our Congratulations to Vinitha Jeyasingam
Dushyanthi Ramanathan and Udishira
Mahendran who won the Individual
Championships. Qur star athlete Vinitha
Jeyasingam carried away five of the
Challenge Trophies. She was easily the
best athlete of the meet. We take this
opportunity to comgratulate her.

The third term was a quiet one with
dess activity. Our young athletes partici-

pated in the Jumior A A. A. meet. Our
under 1° Relay team won the second
place. Dushyanthi Ramanathan won ihe
second place in both 100 and 200 metres
in the under 15 group and Kalyan:
Thiagarajah won the third place in Long
jump. In the under 17 group Naveen-
thini Canagasabai won the seecond place
in Long Jump. We congratulate them

and wish them a bright athletic future.
1976 also marked our entry into the

schools volley ball tournament, as voliey
ball was introduced into eour schoo! {hi®
year.

I thank the Principal, the Games
committee and House mistresses for their
agsistance and co-operation. I wish to
thank Miss S. Dharmalingam our Games
Mistress for her untiring effort sad ardent
enthusiasm, ready help and able guideace.
which were responsible in great measure,
for our achievements and success.

1

Dharshini Navaratnarajah
Games Captam

Report of the Yuvathi Club

Staff advisors :

Mr#. V. Jebanesan

Miss P. Gunaratnam

President :
Vice President :
Secretary :

Treasurer :

It 13 with pleasure that we present
the report of the Yuvathi Club for the
current year. We had the election of

office bearers at the begining of the
year.

Vinitha Jeyasingham
Dushyanthy Singaratmam
Atputhanithy Tissanayagam

Manjula Joseph

~ Our weekly mectings were held every
Friday. We had bible readings, sing songe

and prayers at the meetings Some of
our members attended the J.1. C.C. F.
camp held a1 the Navajeevanam Kik-
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nochchi. This was, as usual an enjoyable
and educative experience.. We alsohad a
debate with Chundikuli ‘Girls’ College
on “QUnTsEséE G LD SjauBwor?
HvPwnlsvSvwsr ??°. We were to partici-
pate in the annual William Mather
mzmorial centre rally and sale, but we
couldn’t do so because the function was
cancelled.

Many of our members participated
in the annual Inter-School Carol Festival,
organized by .the S. C. M. of Jaffna,
held at St. John's College. Our annua)
school carol service was held on the 8th
of December. The spscial feature this
vear was the Christmas Ballet which
followed the service. It depicted the
nativity story in dance drama. Our thanks
are due to the principal who encouraged
us in many ways, and the Music and
dance teachers who helped us. We also

wish to place om record our special
thanks to friends who helped us in this
veature, with their time and knowledge.
Rev. M. A. Ratnarajah and Rev. and Mrs.
Hitchcock gave us valuable advice and
criticism and the benefit of their special
theological knowledge. Mrs. Nesadurai
helped us in the music. We thank them
all most sincerely.

I wisk to express my sincere thanks
to the staff advisors and other members
of the staff for all the help and advice
they have given us., I also thank all
the members of the club for their keen
participation in our activities.

1 wish the club a suceessful and
useful 1977. |

Vinitha Jeyasingam
(President)

Report of the 3rd Jaffna Girl Guide Company-

Cap.rafn ¢+ Mrs. D. Rajasenan

Lieutenant : Mrs. I. Kiroparaj, Mrs. D. Balasubramanium

Secretary : Kalyani Shanmuganathan

It is with great pleasure that we
present the Amnual report of the 3rd
Jaffna Girl Guide Company for the
year 1976.

We started the year with 36 keen
guides- But in March two of our Ist
class guides left us after they had sat
their final examination. Others left as
they had to move to other parts of the
island with pareats who were going on
transfer. But we have recriuts to make
up the nmumber who left.
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As usual we met on Tuesday even-
ings. We enjoyed our meetings, learning
new skills, playing games and singing te
our hearts content. We did our usual
badge work. We have several second
class guides who are hoping and working
hard, to get their First class badge and
then to get the President badge.

Two guides from the company attended
the camp which was organised at Atchu-
veli. They enjoyed themselves immensely
and also learnt a great deal about camp.



life. Four of us attended a class held
in Point Pedro, on turning out handi-
erafts and some beautiful things out of
Palmyrah products. One of us partici-
pated in the all Island Girl Guides Field
Day in Colombo. She enjoyed the events
of the day. As she related these we
were also very happy and thrilled.

We were very sorry that we couldm’s
participate in a camp which was held in
Point Pedro as our exams  intervened.
As another camp is going to be held in
January 8t Uduvil, we hope to attend
that and make up for what we missed.
A number of us look forward to attending
the All-Island Girl Guide Camp to be
held in March 1977.

We had asm enroliment ceremony in
mid October and twelve mew guides were
enrolled. Now we have 39 guides in-
cluding some very keen new comers.

On October 30th we attended our
Annual Rally which bad a full day
programme this year. Our chiel commi-
sioner Mrs. Jilla visited us and looked
at our exhibits and tasted the eats which

we cooked there. She was satisfied with
our work and signed our log book.
Though it was a rainy day we kept
smiling and praying for sunshine. We
were blessed with a sunny afternoon. We
met our sister guides, little friends and
guiders and had a goed time.

On behalf of the 3rd Jaffna Com-
pany and our Guiders I sincerely thank
our Principal Miss P. Arumugam for the
encouragement and help she gave us
throughout the year.

We thank sincerely our Captain Mrs.
D. Rajasenan and our Lieutenants Mrs.
1. Kiruparaj and Mrs.D. Balasubramaniam
for all their help and for guiding us to
become efficient guides.

Let me take this opportunity to
wish our company many more Ycars of
happy and successful guiding.

“A' GUIDE SMILES AND SINGS UN-
DER ALL DIFFICULTIES”

Kalyani Shanmuganathan
Hony. Secretary

Report of the Scowcroft House

Staff advisors :

Miss J. Sinnadurai

Mrs. S. Sittampalam

House Captain :

Vice Captain :

Games Captain:

Vice Games Captain :

Treasurer :

Vinitha Jeyasingham
Thairiyaluxmy Murugesampiliai
Samshiya Mohadeen

Gowri Sivagoanam

Var.:tharani Visvalingam
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As House "Captain it is my pride
20d priviledge to place on record our
achievements in extra-curricular activities.
Though we did not fare well in the
Athletic field we worked as a well knit
team pulling with whole hearted effort
and smooth co-operation.

We won the cop for Mareh Past at
both the Junior and Senior Athletic
Meets. 1 wish to congratulate the win-
ners. We made our mark in no smal|
measare in the Inter-House P. T. compe-
lition winning the first and second places
in the under 11 and unde. 13 age groups.

In. the Inter-House English Elocurion
competition Shivagowri Palasanthiran and
Shenthakumari Canagaratnam won the
second and third places in the senior
and Intermediate divisions respectively,

while Devarani Subramaniyam won the
third place in the sepior division. In the
Carmatic Music competition owr Junior
group won the Second Place.

We offer our hearty ccngratullalic‘-?,
to Creedy House on their well duerizd
victory in the Inter-House Athletic Meet.

We offer a word of sincere thanks
to our Principal, staff advisors and Mijss
S. Dharmalingam for their valuable help
and encoragement. In conclusion | would
like to thank our office bearers for their
co-operation.

I wish the Scowcroftians alf success
in the coming year.

VYinitha Jeyasingham
House Captain

Report of the Hornby House for the year 1976

House Mistresses:

Mrs. R. Blanchard

Mrs. D. Thambirajah

House Captain:

Vice Captain:

Meuse Games Captaini
Fice Games Captain:

It is
present  the report of

with great pleasure that [
Hornby House

for the year 1976. Though the achieve-
ments during the vyear have been
moderate. I am proud (o say that

every member of the house has taken
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Shaseekala Selvadurai
Kumuthini Rajadurai
Jeyagewry Nagulendran

Camini Francis

a keen interest and co-operated fully
in all the ackvities of the house.

We were successful in the Iater
House eclocution conmtest held during
the year. Our competitors in the tamil



e cme s

sectiom wen first place im all three
groups, whilst these im the English
sectiom ebtained the first places in the
Inter amd Senior groups, and second
place im the Jumior group. The winners
of the Tamil contest were Anushya

- Ponmudurai (Senior), Shamthini Selvana-

yagamn (Imter), Chandrika Tharmaliagam
(Jumior). The wianers of the Eaglish cox-
test were Irami David (Senmior), Jamuma
Vallipuram (Imter), Kanchana Vallipuram
(Junior).

In the field of athletics we are
proud to say that our performarnce has
been good. We were placed second
and third ian the lower school and
Upper School Meets pespectively. Our
competitors have performed well and
our House was awarded the cup for
track events in both meets.

We are proud to make special
mention of Shaseekala Selvadurai who
received the Under 19 Champion ship

cip amd Dushyanthy Ramanpatham
the rumaer-up in the under 15 group whoe
was also adjudged the best sprimter,

are due to our
House Mistresses who took a keen
interest in a'l activites of the House.
Many were responsible for all owr
success durimg the year. OQOur thanks
to all Hornbians who took part in
the variows activites and to all those
who helped us. Our sincere. thanks to
our principal for providing us with
all facilitics and to our Games Mist-
resscs  Miss. S. Dharmalingam  and
Mrs. N. Subramaniam for the valuable
advice and encouragemeat extended
to us.

Special thanks

I hope that the Hornbians will
continue to keep smiling and march
forward with the same team spirit to
a more successful 977.

Shaseekala Selvadurai
House Capiain

—r——

The Report of the Lythe House

» Heuse Mistresses :

House Captain :
Fice House Cap tain :
Games Captain @
Vice Games Captain :

Treasurer

1976

Mrs. P. Packianathan
Mrs. S. Sivamanthan
Sivavani Naliliah
Manjula Joseph
Vasantha Sockalingam
Vasantha Aiyadurai

Srikanthy Sivakadadcham
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We have great pleasure in submiiting
our house report for the year 1976,
although it may be remarked that we
were not as successful as we had been
lagt year., We won and lost! Bur whay
matters most to us is that we played
our part, and [ am glad to record that
we participated in all the activities.

Our Congratulations to Karunadevi
Saravanamuthu of the Lower School who
was the Jumior Champion. Our P; T.
squads of under eleven and under thirt-
cens came third.

We also congratulate Udhishtri
Mahendran and Naveenthini Kanagasabaa
who were the under fifteen and under
Seventeen Champions respectively. They
also annexed the cups for the best per-
formance in their respective groups.
Congratulations to Sri Kanthy Sivaka-
dadcham, of the under nineteen group
who won the cup for the best perfor-
mance in her group.

We Congratulate Ramani Rajendra on
becoming the first in the Jumior Indi-

Report of the Creedy

House Mistresses:

House Captain:
Vice Captain:
Games Captain:

Treasurer:
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vidual Tamil Singing Competition. We are
also proud that our Junmiors and Senior®
obtained the first place in Tamil Singing.
Udhistra Mahendran won the third place in
the Tamil elocution contest Anjela Joseph
won the second place and Manjula Joseph
won the third place in the under fifteen
and under ninteem groups respectively
in the English elocution Contest.

A great man onee said **It is not
of importance to win or lose, but the
main thing is to participate’”. So I 1ake
this. opportunity to thank all those who
participated in the events and those who
helped in various ways, especially our
Principal, our P. T.I. Miss S. Dharma-
lingam Mrs. K. Somasundaram and our
house mistresses for their guidance and
help:

In conclusion I wish the Lythians
the best of Luck and a Sucecessful 1977.

Sivavani Nallaiah
(House Captain)

House for the Year 1976

Mrs. V. Thiyagarajah

Mrs. S. Ponniah

Meenakumari Param Thillairajah
Dhamayanthy Param Thillairajah
Jeyasri Srikandarajah |

Puvapeswary Ponnampalam



It is with great pleasure I present
he House report for 1976, we have
done extremely well this year.

In the Imter House sports meet our
House won the much coveted House
Championship shields in both the Lower
and Upper school sports meets. Our
Congratulations to Shanthini Gunaratnam
the Intermediate Champion of the Lower
school and Thevanthy Ambalavanar the
under 13 Champion of the Upper School
We also congratulate Shanthini Maba-
lingam for winning the best performance
cop in the Intermediate group of the

' Lower school -sports meet. We also con-
gratulate Geetha Chaadrasegaram for
annexing the best performance cup for
the juniors in the upper school sports
meet. We also like to make special
mention of the following “for having
performed creditably in the meet:- Yalini
Namasivayam, Jevanthi Somasundaram,
Kalyani Thiyagarajah, Komathy Muthu-
¢umar and Dharshini Navaratnarajah.

We won the Athletic cap for Indi-
vidual Events. The group Events cup
and the Relay Cup in the Lower School
sports meet.  We also won the House
Championship Cup the group Events
Cup and the Cup for Booth decoration.
We must oot fail to meation the faol
that even in the fancy dress parade the
first two places went to our participasts.
The first prize went to Nagananthini
Shanmugalingam who portrayed ‘Bharathy’
and the second prize went to Geetha
Param Thillairajah who dressed up ag

‘Kannaki'.

Our Congratulations to Uthistra
Mahendren, Dushyanthi, Naveenthini

Kanagssabai and Sasikala Selladurai for
having wom the Senior, Intermediate and

Junior Championship Cup respectively.

The Juniors came Third and Senior#
came second in the Carmatic Music Com-

petition. Geetha Param Thillairajah came
second in the Junier Individual Music
Competion.

Our Intermediate group wom the

first place and the Junior group won
the second place  in the Inter House
P. T. Competition. @We are pardonably -
proud that the P. T Squad Leaders prize

was also won by our House. We con-
gratulate  Yarlini Namasivayam and
Thayalini Srinivasan for getting the

first and third places in the Junior English
Elecution Contests. In the Tamil Senior
and Intermediate Elocution Contests,
our House obtained second places.

I sincerely thank the House mis-
tresses Mrs. V. Thiyagrajah and Mrs. S,
Ponniah. We also thank Miss R.
Krishnapillai, Miss R. Pakiyanathan and
Mrs. Somasundaram for their help. The
advice and keen interest and the co-
oparation of effice bearers and the other
Creedites have helped us to improve in.
the ficld activities. My sincere thanks
go to all of them. My special thanks
go to our School Games Captain who
helped us whole heartedly.

My sincere thanks are due to owur
Principal and to our games Mistress
Miss S. Dharmalingam for their help.

Finally T thank all the Creedites I
wish the new - House Captain and the
Creedites a very bright and successful
1977. I hope that the pmew committee
will go forward with the determination
] ool

Meenakumari Param Tlhillairaiuh
House Caplain
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: 'Report of the

Sta ff advisors ¢

1st Term: President :

Secretary :

2nd Term 3 President :
“ Secretary

3rd Term: President :

Secretary :

It is with great pleasure that we
submit the report of the Science Union
for the year 1976. The aim - of our
Science Uniom is to promote imterest
in Science among all students. In keeping
with this aim, the committee has done
its best in the current year, to create
interest_in Science by organizing various
programmes.

We had meetings regularly every
Friday. A keen interest was shown by
all members in the activities of the Union
which helped to maintain a high standard
in all our activities.

Many of our meetings took the form
of debates, discussions and Quiz pro-
grammes to improve and enlarge our
knowledge in the fiecld of Science.

Five members of our Union, and two
members of staff participated in the
Second ‘Green Revolution Camp organised
by the National Field Work - Centre.

98

Science Union

Mrs. N. Pathmanathan
Dharshini Nayaratnarajah
Thilagavathy Krishnapillai
Kirishni Muthiab
Thairiyaluxmy Muorugesampillai
Shashikala Selvathurai

Rajasivasakthy Nadarajah

This Camp was held at Thondaimannar
from 3rd November to 6th November.
Thbe Project taken up was the Preser-
vation of food. -

We extend our thanks to Mrs, Rajan
who took great trouble to help usin the
production of paper. Our members have
learnt how to preduce paper now. We
take this opportunity to thank our
Principal, Miss P. Arumugam on behalf
of the union for her help in granting
us facilities to develop this aetivity.

We thank the Peradeniya Univercity
Students who are office bearers of the
“Ootru” magsazine for the talk on “Water
Pollution and how it could be prevented’.

Finally, we thank our staff advisor
Mrs. N. Pathmanathan for her interest,
help and valuable advice in' carrying
out out programme for this year. Ialso
thank all the members of the Union
for iheir co-operation in all the activities.

Rajasivasakthy Nadarajah
Secretary
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Junior Net- ball team 1976, — Jaifna District Champions.

i
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The winners c;i. tﬁa all Islun.d Science Quiz Cn;nleﬂ
(Tamil Section) conducted by the Sri Lanka Association
for the advancement ol Science.







Report of the Scowcroft Home Union
for the year 1976

Staff advisors :

President .

Miss P. Gunaratnam

Padmini Sivarajam (Jan—May)

Ananthy Sivapathan (May— Dec)

Secretary :

Nirmala Pomoudurai ( Jan—HayJ

Shanthini Nagarajah (May - Dec)

Treasurer :

As secretary of this umiomn it is my

Camini Francis (Jan—May)

Rajini Sivarajan (May—Dec)
CurgBuwumri  CsRws selgsrm? @ed
Rws safeppm?’’  at which, we were

privelege to present the report of the Scoy
croft Home Union for this year. We are
very glad to welcome new members into our
union at the begining of the year. The
Hostel Union met once a fortnight on
Wednesday evenings. During the meeting,
we had quiz programme, games, shori
plass, fancy dress competitions and variety
entertainments. All the members enjoyed
the meetings. :

All of us participated enthuastically
in the celebration of Saraswathy Poojah.
On the day of the Poojah all members
of the union did the work assigned
to them. We acted a short play of
religious significance entitld ““Kannappa-
nayanar’ which, was very much appreci-
ated. :

This year our picnic was to Casuarina
beach. All of us had a very enjoyable
day av the gea-side. Many had a dip
in the sea, and it was a tired but
happy group that returned to the hostel
late in the evening.

One of the high lights of the year
was a debate we had with the Hostel
Union of Jaffna Central College on

represented by Carmini Francis, Kalaiman;
Muthukumar and Prabalini Ganeshapillai.

During the latter part of the term
we had our aonual Hostel Union dinner.

Just before the end of term we had
the Hostel Carol Service, conducted by
Rev. 5. Manopavan. The service was
followed by the singing of carols in the
hostels each dormitory being visited in
turn by the carol singers. It was a
festive evening and was enjoyed to the
full by all who lived in the hostel.

Five of our representatives are
members of the diet committee which
draws up the daily menu. fo we had
a say in planning and drawing up the
daily menu The members of the union
also worked towards keeping the hostel
clean. : o

Some of the members of our uniom
left us after sitting examinations. Some
have joined higher seats of learping.
Some have got married. Yet others
will be leavirg us at the end of their
course of studies, as the year ends:
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We wish them all success in whatever
sphere of life they find themselves.

Before concluding this report it is my
duty to thank our Primeipal Miss P. Aru-
mugam, and our staff adviser Miss. P.
Gunaratnam for all their help and
advice. 1 would also like to thank
the other members of the academic
staff resident in the hostel, for all the

extra duties they undertake for us. We
also thank the matrons and other
members of the staff, who worked hard
to make the Scowcroft Home a real
‘“home away from home™ for us. I
will be failing in my duty if 1 do not
thank the committee members of our
union, without whese co-operation and
enthusiasm this year would mnet have
beem a success.

Shanthini Nagarajah
Secretary

P.T.A. Report 1976

Vice-President:
Secrerary:
Treasurer:

Commitiee Memberst —

Presidents Miss. P. Arumugam
Mr. T. Murugesampillai
Mrs. B. Sriskandarajah
Mrs. A, Nadesan

Mr. C. M. Kuthoas

Dr. Mrs.

Arnlambalam

Mr. E. Vythialingam

Mrs,

T. Pathmanathan

Miss. H. S. Bionathamby

The year 1976 has been a
very active one for the P.T.A.A
new set of airy and spacious
elassrooms six in all were put

up in place of the old ones, in:

the southern wing of the school
building

We thank Mr. Balayogan for
helping us by conducting “New
Maths”’ classes for our parents.
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These clsses were a%reaﬁ Success
and the parents appreciate very
much the patience with which
Mr DBalayogan faught them.

We have also organised
‘Spoken English’ classes for our
senior studemts. We thank Mrs.
Gunaratnam Principal of the Ins- -
titute of Business Btudies Jaffna
who has kindly consented to com-
duct the classes.



Opportunities were given to
the parents of the students of
Grade 6 to 9 to meet the staff
and discuss the performance and
‘progress of their children. They
were invited to meet the “staff on
Saturdays when lleu sessions were
held. Parents liked #his arrange-
ment very much, We believe
this will result in better perfor-
mance by students and bebber
Parent—Teacher relationship. We
intend making this a regular
feature by assigning one day eaeh
term for the parents.

From the end of 1974, up
to mow we have received about
Rs. 95,000 from the state for the
construction of buildings  and
almost all the rooms down
Vembadi Road have been recon-
structed. Large as this sum seems

a few more thousands was needed
urgently, fer the repair and re-
construction of buildings. We
thank the new members of the
P.T A. who have helped us te
do this by their generous contri-
butions. We also thank Attorneys
—at-law,. Mr. Visuvalingam, Mr.
Poopalan, Mr. Saheed and Mr.
S. R. Kanaganayagam, who ap-
peared willingly on behalf of fhe
P.T.A., giving us free legal
advice.

We say a special word of
thanks to Mrs. Nadesan our
treasurer for all the work she
did for us. We wish her well
in her new life in Nigeria. I
sincery thank all the members
for all their advice and assistance.

Mrs. B. Sriskandaraajh
(Secretary)
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Wedding Bells —

1976

Rohini Sivagnanam to  Mr. T. Sivananthan
: (Attorney-at-lawf
-Umeadevy Ramasamy to Mr. K. Sivabalasubramaniam
Shanthakumary Gunaratnam to Mr. R. Arulkumarasan
Sashikala Kumarasamy to Mr. Kanga Balasubramaniam
Vijayambal Somasundaram to Mr. M. P. Bredie
Thilaga Thiyagaraja to Mr. Shanmugalingam
Devaoki Vamadeva to Dr. Sivaraja
Nalayini Selvarajah to. Mr. Sivananthan
Subashini Sabaratnam to Mr. Karunaharan
Heridevi Nagulendran to Mr. Jeyakumar
Niranjani Rasapillai to Mr. Naguleswaran
Shanthi Shanmugaraja to Mr. Rajendra
Pathmini Sivarajan to Mr. Selvachandran
Shanthi Edward - to Mr. Kanagaseelan Aruliah
Chandrapraeba Kandiahpillai to Mr. Karalamoorthy
Shamini Balasundaram to Mr. Rajeshvarakandan
Nageswari Gnanasampanthan to Mr. Vigneswaran
Jeyantha Ratnasingham to Mr. Michael Kirubarajah
Richard
Urmila Visvalingam to Mr. Ragurathan
Ranjini Shanmuganathan to Mr. N. Panchaltngam
Janaytha Kareem to Mr. M. A. Farook
Varagaluxmy Murugesamrgillai to Mr. Kamalanandhan
Sugirtha Snanmugam to Mr. S. Jeganathan
Bawanidevi Mohareaja to Mr. B. Sivapalan
Viyayamala Vijayendra to Mr. A. Thavachelvam
Dhamayanthi Lawrance to Mr. C. Arulsundar

Pushparani Selvathurai to Mr. N. Kugathasan

4

In Memorium

Miss Umaiyal Suntharalingam (10D Sc.)
Miss Rubarani Selvaratnam (12C Se.)
Miss. Vasantei Nadarajah (1CA Sc. Repeat)

‘Mrs. Kowshaladevi Nadarajah
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We say “Thank You” to —

O the Commercial Press & Stores who made
a -special effort to place this magazine before
you this day. -

© the photographers who have done a good job

O all sister institutions that have sent us
Magazines.
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Commercial Press & Stores,
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