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President’s Message

4

On behalf of the Vembadi Old Girls Asseciation in UK, | am delighted to welcome you to
our "Topaz Nite" dinner & dance. We are very much privileged to have the Vembadi Vice
Principal Mrs C Sockalingam as our chief guest and four of our former teachers who are
here among us today. It is indeed an honour to have you all with us.

Our illustrious Principal the late Ms Mabel Thambiah, who dedicated 36 years of her life
in making Vembadi an all island girls "A" Grade school that we cherish, founded the
Vembadi Old Girls’ Association (UK) in November 1984, This is our 17 th year of exis-
tence. The committee of V.0.G.A (UK) has worked very hard and are very proud to pres-
ent our annual dinner dance today.

This event serves 2 purposes - to provide an opportunity to the old girls to socialise with
their colleagues and friends, and to raise funds for our Alma Mater to help the younger gen-
eration of students who are less fortunate. Our past collection of £2500 has been con-
tributed towards setting up the computer laboratory for the A/L students at Vembadi. They
are striving very hard to achieve the best in spite of the prevailing difficult conditions. We
admire the courage and determination of the Principal, Staff and the students, and congrat-
ulate them for achieving the best O/L results in Jaffna with 8 girls obtaining Distinctions in
10 subjects.

[ take this opportunity to ask the Vembadites old and young to join the association and
strengthen our hands to do the best. Though we are scattered all over UK, by being a mem-
ber you can help and keep in touch with our Alma Mater, join in the activities and give
moradsupport to our tasks. We have been fortunate in many ways, let us count our bless-
ings and share them.

My sincere thanks to all those who have helped us towards our expenses incurred for this
event, and to all of you here supporting us. | would also like to express my thanks and
appreciation to the committee for the valuable time and effort contributed by each and
every member to make this event a success.

I am sure we will all have an enjoyable and a memorable evening .

I thank you all for joining us.
God bless !

Pathma Perinpanayagam..




B SHETE
SRR AL
= ""*.!:':- 2

CHARTED CERTIFIED ACCODNTANTS'

First Floor,

= 44-50, The Broadway,
Southall,

| Middlesex UB1 1QB.

Tel: 020 8571 9094 |
FAK: 020 8571

S.PARAMAGURU FC.CA




Vembad.i 2001

Vembadi Girls High School
Jaffna
15t December 2001

Message from the Chief Guest

I consider it as a great honour and privilege to have been invited as the Chief Guest to the Annual Get-
together of the UK branch of the Old Girl’s Association of our unique and famous Vembadi Girl’s High
School.

[ am certain that you all have gathered here tonight because of the pleasant and unforgettable memories
of your days at Vembadi and the love you have developed towards your old school even after leaving
many years ago. The old students associations of our school are actively functioning in the UK, Canada,
Australia and many other countries, and are helping our school in numerous ways.

Unfortunately, the school where you gained your education and other pleasant memories is no longer in
the same condition. Apart from the damage to buildings there is a severe shortage for furniture, labora-
tory facilities and equipments. After many years of struggling to run the school as normal as possible
under uncertain circumstances which, I'm sure, you all know about, the final blow came in 1995 when
the entire school was displaced after the military occupation of Jaffna.

When students and teachers eventually returned to the school with broken hearts only to see damaged
buildings and furniture, it was the courage, dedication and hard work, of our Principal
Mrs.K.Ponnambalam working tirelessly with the staff and students, all of whom had the same determi-
nation, which pulled the school towards the road to recovery.

Our students and staff worked very hard, despite the substandard facilities available, to achieve high
rewards in education, sports and other activities and brought credit to our school. The financial support
you are giving our school through the Old Students Association is helping a lot of intelligent students who
come from less well off families.

Our school still require many basic facilities to rise to a standard, which will offer our students the same
facilities as the students of other leading schools in the Country. | am sure you will all agree with me in
“saying that your old school deserves to be in that position or better. Therefore, on behalf of the present
students and teachers, T am duty bound to request you for every assistance and help you can offer to bring
Vembadi back to its glorious position as one of the best schmlg in the country, not only in studies, but
also in facilities to develop students all round capabilities. '

Once again, I'd like to thank you all for inviting me and wish every one of you an enjoyable and memo-
rable evening.

Mrs C Sockalingam
Vice Principal




Sollc1t0rs
Authorlsed to administer”
A ) OATHS

L Bpecialiat Help Poimt

RIHARANS

SOLICITORS

223 The Broadway,
Southall, Middlesex.

Tel: 020 8843 9974 (3 Lines)
Fax: 020 8574 1766




Vembad:i 2001

N/

S~ Vembadi oia Girls’ Association - UK.

74 Manor Way, Harrow, Middlesex. HA26BY
Tel: 020 8861 0388  E-mail: vogauk@hotmail.com

Patron
Mrs.S.Sandrapragas

President
Mrs. P. Perinpanayagam

Vice Presidents
Mrs.V.Balendran

Ms A.Cooke

Mrs.M. Karunakaran

Secretary
Mrs.N.Kuganathan

Assistant Secretary
Mrs.Y.Nagendra

Treasurer
Mrs.B.Maheswaran

Assistant Treasurer
Mrs. 5. Dhayanantharajah

Co-ordinator
Mrs.G.Vijay®tleva

Advisor
Mrs.N.Subramaniam

Committee members
Mrs.5.Balaendra

Mrs.l. Kathirgamalingam
Mrs. K. Maruthainar
Mrs. S.Ramakrishnan
Mrs.N.Ratnam
Mrs.V.Rajamaheswaran
Mrs.K.Satiyalingam
Mrs.K.Shanmuganathan
Mrs. K. Thavatheva

Mrs. T.Vijayanayagam
Mrs.S. Yoharajan

It is with great pleasure that 1 send greeting and good wishes to every
member of the Vembadi Old Girls Association (UK). It’s a happy occasion,
when many past pupils and well-wishers, mingle to promote the image of
‘Vembadi’ today and share school-day memories.

One feels joy to know of the sister associations, that have sprung up
globally, to re-kindle memories of Vembadi’s contribution in moulding us
into what we are today - instilling into us it’s motto "Dare to do Right ; Dare
to be True" at child hood, which has strengthened our character.

At inception the main objective of the association was to enable Vembadians
to get together. Now how ever the greater objective has been to help the
school give the best education against odds, to the growing generation of
young lives facing wartime hardship. Its therefore of utmost importance to
innovate new ways of help. Vembadians getting together off and on helps to
keep friendship alive; it also helps to explore and pool in ways to help the
school build pupil confidence, to achieve valuable goals in life, even in
adversity. Helping the wider community of the school should also be taken
into consideration.

I wish to take this opportunity, to thank the committee, that gave me unstint-
ing co-operation during the time I was president, which | appreciate to this
day, and I wish them well.

My best wishes to the present serving committee and to all those who

gather at the social, an evening of joy and happiness.

Sharada Sandrapragas
(nee Rajagopal)
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Vembadi Girls’ High School
,  -Jaffna

Jaftna,
Sr1 Lanka.
21, November 2001

MESSAGE OF FELICITATION

It is with great pleasurer I send this message to the souvenir to be published by the Vembadi Girls’
High School Old Girls Association -Uk.

The unfortunate incidents that took place in Jaffna in 1980s and 19905 had caused considerable
damages to the infrastructure of the school especially to the buildings. After the massive exodus in
1995 the school began to function with very limited resources. Even the number on roll of the
students had gone down. Gradually rehabilitation and reconstruction are taking place and I am proud
to mention that our school continue to maintain its glory.

The strength of students had now returned to 1700 which we had in the early part of 1990s. Since
ours is the only National Girls' School in Jaffna, there is a high demand for admission of students.
We expect the roll will exceed 2000 within the next few years. There are 65 members in our staff.

We had outstanding performances in both curricular and co-curricular activities. The results of the
common examinations are always encouraging and it is with pride I mention that we were able to
obtain the best results in the Jaffna Peninsula at the General Certificate of Education (Ordinary Level)
Examination in December 2000,

I am really thankful to the Ministry of Education, the parents and above all the old girls for the help
they rendered during these difficult days. I take this opportinity to thank the UK “Alumni” for their
kind®donation of a photostat copier through the OGA Jaffna and for the financial aid for the
construction of a computer laboratory.

I hope that Vembadi Girls” High School would meet the aspirations of the urban and rural girls in
Jaffna peninsula and lay strong foundations to meet the challenges of secondary education in the new

millennium. A

While thanking the VOGA-UK for the interest taken in the prograss of their “Alma Mater™. 1 wish
every success in the future endeavours.

Mrs K Ponnampalam

Principal
Vembadi Girls® High School
Jaffna. - o e
Wors . Prewytwpalam
Wrimci
Vembadi Girls' High School
Jalfna.

o !
gt Wi [T
Y L=l .:;:F‘FN"- __j




YVembadi 2001

{AUTO
"% SERVICES

Unit 2, 2-8 Miles Road, Mitcham, Surrey CR4 3DA.

Tel: 020 8646 4280
Fax: 020 8767 5991

SuaneaR

Importers & Exporters

BUY ALL
Sri Lankan Products under one roof
for all your Groceries & Seafood Products

231 Northholt Road,
South Harrow
Middlesex

Next to South Harrow Underground Station

Tel: 020 8426 8960

Fax: 020 8861 5248
7 Days A Week From 9.30AM To 10.30PM




Vembadi 2001

The Vembadi Girls’ High School

Old Girls’ Association - 2001 - 2002
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Dear Members,

It is with great pleasure that T send this message of greetings and good wish-
es to the members of Vembadi Old Girls Association in UK. The members of
your Association have been of great support to our Dear Vembadi and to our
Association in Jaffna.

We are greatly honored to hear from your President that you all regard us as
your eyes and ears, in respect to the identification of the needs of the students
and the School. I assure you that we will work with fullest commitment for
the trust you all have on us.

We have had four commitiee meetings since our committee was elected in
mid July 2001. We have enrolled 65 Life Members and two Associate mem-
bers during the last three months.

We have initiated a fund raising Programme by holding a Raffle fixed for
the 29th of December 2001. The collection from the ticket sales will be used
to award Scholarship and Prizes to the Students in Memory of Late Miss
G.T.Vadivelu. We are planning to have a get-together with our members on
this date.

We celebrated the Teachers day on October 6th in coordination with the
School Development Society and hosted the lunch for the Teachers.

We also plan to have the Annual Quiz competition with OBA Central
College in January 2002, We are committed to implement the decisions taken
by the previous committee, and presently working on it.

On behalf of our members I wish eyery one of you a memorable and joyous
"TOPAZ NITE" on the st of December 2001. We will be with you in spirit.

I wish that we would be fortunate to have peace in Jaffna, so that some of
you would be able to visit your hometown and your Alma Mater. 1 take this
opportunity to thank you for the immense support to the Alma Mater. We are
looking forward to work with you closely to support the present and future
students of Vembadi.

With Fondest Regards,

Gnana. Sivapathasundaram
President,

The Vembadi Girls” High School
Old Girls” Association, Jaffna.

9
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Vembadi 0ld Girls’ Association , Canada

(VoGa CANADA)
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November 7, 2001

Dear Colleagues,

It is with great pleasure as the President of fellow association in
Canada, I send greetings to the Vembadi Old Girls' Association,
UK.

This special publication at your dinner dance "Topaz Nite'
indicates that, despite the distance moved away physically from
her, Vembadi has a place still closely in the hearts of the alumnae
of Vembadi, who live in the UK. Glad to note that our Alma mater
has withstood the ravage of civil war and proven the world that
her service to our kin will continue with the glowing torch
forever.

It is evident that the beneficiaries of the remarkable founding
education and training that Vembadi provided to most of us are
the countries in the western world. Our contributions, either
directly or indirectly, assist in the social and economic develop-
ment of these countries. Further, we should be content with the
fortune of enjoying the best of both worlds.

I hope that we will together develop opportunities to pay tribute
to our Alma mater in the future by providing assistance in
various ways and supporting the initiatives of the staff and
students, which would allow her to render services as she served
us in the past.

On behalf of my colleagues of VOGA, Canada, which includes
members in North America as well, I extend best wishes to you
on this significant occasion.

Sincerely,

Janaki Balakrishnan
President
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OLD GIRLS” ASSOCIATION

Vembadi Girls’ High School - Colombo Branch

Fi
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5th October, 2001.
The President,
OGA of London Branch,
London.

Dear Madam,

REPORT OF THE ACTIVITIES

[ wish to place some high lights during the last year. We had a fund raising
benefit show on the 24th September 2000, at Liberty Cinema where the film
"Little Hero" was screened. We had a good response and had a good sale of
tickets by the members. We managed to collect a fare amount, which was
deposited into the account of association to be used for our future activities.

A day outing was arranged for the members of the association in December
at Beruwala hotel, where large number of our members and their families
participated. All of them had a very enjoyable time. Specially our members
had a dip in the pool and had sumptuous buftet lunch that was spread out by
the hotel Chef. Here I would like to mention that the transport was provided
free on the account of the association.

To crown our activities for the last year we had a joint enjoyable evening
with the OBA of Central College of Colombeo Branch, which almost had a
packed house. This event was held on the 3rd March at the Milagiriya
Community Centre, Bambalapitiya. The joint get together of two old stu-
dents association a unique event which was meticulously planned. This idea
was a brain child of the Presidents of the two association and was held after
a lapse of s0 many years.

As a beginning for the current year, we had a benefit show at Liberty Cinema
on the 29th of September. This time the film "The Mummy" was shown.
Since it was a hilarious film than a horror all enjoyed till.the end. Next move
will be for us to sit and account it to see the amount we have gained. Though
we don’t have much response from the old girls, it is the committee’s effort
to see the each activity a success. It is high time that the old girls of Vembadi
(The honoured school in Jaffna) who reside all over the world should realise
that we all are in this position only because of the foundation what we had
there. They must be grateful to the Alma Mater.

Yours faithfully,

(Mrs) V Srirangan
Secretary
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Mabel Thambiah

Miss Mabel Thambiah, Educationist, Adminstrator and pioneer in
womens eduction was born in Jaffna on 23rd February1915. She died
onl4th December1988 at the age of 73 yedrs.

Educated in Kandy Girls® High School and Chundikulli Girls® College
Jaffna, she was a brilliant student and a keen sportswoman.
On completing her London Matriculation at St Johns College, she
joined the university college Colombo and graduated with geography
as a special subject in 1938. In 1947 she obtained her Diploma Education and in 1953 a Masters
Degree in Education from the University of Conncticut, USA.

Mabel Thambiah joined the staff of Vembadi Girls' High School in 1938as an assistant teacher. From
the beginning she devoted her heart and mind not only into teaching, but also into every activity of
the school. With her interest in women's education, she developed and provided opportunities not
only for formal education at Vembadi , but also for informal education in the community through
Y. W.C.A and the Sri Lankan University Womens Federation. Impressed with her work, enthusiasm
and dedication, The Higher Education board of the Methodist Church in Sri Lanka appointed her as
Vice Principal in 1947 and September 1949 she became the first national principal of the school.

Ms Thambiah was the architect of modern Vembadi. Under her leadership the school grew rapidly
and by 1960 several new building were put up, including the science laboratories, library, music room
.She also founded the Jaffna Girls Schools Sports association. In 1952 Vembadi became Grade 1
school and continued to grow with improved facilities for the teaching arts and science subjects as
well as Eastern and Western Music. Advanced Level facilities were vastly improved. She brought
together a capable and enthusiastic staff. All of which prompted the Government to Select Vembadi
as the only * Girls All Island School’.

During M:Thambiah‘s: tenure at Vembadi , rapid changes in the system of education took place. Free
education in 1944 followed by Mother tongue as medium of instruction, and finally the ‘take over of
schools’ by the Government in 1960. She calmly adapted Vembadi to these changes, so that the
school could continue to provide increasing facilities to the education of girls. The school continue
to grow and in 1970 there were 2400 students on roll. .

Ms Thambiah was among the few principals who respected the views of the parents. She took the ini-
tiative to form the Parent Teachers Association and always kept it growing, so that parents were free
to criticise, co-operate and advice her on matters pertaining to the school,

Her interest in women’s education was not confined to the school alone, but to the whole communi-
ty. -

She worked through Y.W.C.A, Sri Lanka University Womens Federation and the church to provide
facilities for continuing education of women. After retirement in 1970, she taught English in Japan
till 1977. On her return to Sri Lanka she continued her work with the church, the YW.C.A, the
U.W.F, the Womens centre at Maruthanamadam and the Trimmer Hall Education Centre in Jaffna to
further the education of women in the community.

15
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by - Miss G Vadivelu

COLLEGE HYMN

Dare to do right! Dare to be true!

You have a work, that no other can do
Do it so bravely, so kindly so well.
Angels will hasten the Story to tell.

Chorus
Dare, Dare dare to do right!
Dare, dare, to be true!
Dare, to do right, dare to be true
Dare to do right, to be true!

Dare to do right! Dare to be true!

Other men’s Failures can never seve you;

Stand by your Conscience, your honour, your faith,
Stand like a hero and battle till death:
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MEMORIES FROM 1918 - 1930

As a student of Vembadi from kindergarten up to senior Cambridge and being one of the oldest
Old girl, it gives me great pleasure to revive valuable memories of some events that took place dur-
ing my school days from 1918 — 1930. ¢

At that time it was a fee paying school and our principals were Ms Creedy, Ms Lythe, Ms Pickard
and Ms Scowcroft. I cannot remember much about Ms Creedy and Ms Lythe as | was very young,
but I do remember that she married the principal of central and I was one of her six flower girls.

Ms Pickard was loving and humble in her ways: along with our education she was also concerned
with the cleanliness of the school premises. Each classroom was supplied with a broom, duster and
a waste paper basket. Without warning she would inspect classes to see if they were up to her high
standard for cleanliness. It was Ms Pickard who introduced the college crest with the Palmyrahs and
the Butterfly in yellow and black and the school song " Dare to do Right".

Ms Scowcroft Served for a long period of time. She was intelligent, academically excellent and had
high principles regard to girl’s behaviour which was reinforced by her strict discipline. In our
younger days girls were not permitied to perform or act in public. Facing much opposition, criticism
and rebuff, Ms Scowcroft with the help of the late Mr C.Thamotharam staged " Taming of the
Shrew". The play was much appreciated, applauded and turned out to be a great success. In fact
Vembadi was the first girls school to stage a play for public viewing and in doing so provided a pos-
itive example for other girls schools.

She also wanted a new hostel since the one occupied was in a bad state, with much effort, hard work

and determination she managed to fulfil her wish. Ms Scowcroft wanted no distinction between the

richer and poorer students and so implemented the white uniforms with yellow ties in order girls

dressed alike regardless of their background. It was she who introduced the house system in order to

provide inter house competitions. Vembadi did very well in sports, especially Netball. Our teams
- : : _ .

even went to Kandy to play matches against Kandy Girls High School and Hillwood School.

Ms Scowcroft’s love for English language, literature and poetry had a lot of influence on us, and her
strict rule was that we should always converse in English, once we enter the school premises.
Vembadi also excelled in music, folk dancing and ofcourse in studies. Many students went on to fur-
ther studies at English training college, University and Madras Christian College. She also insisted
that we all followed a one year course in Home cooking, First Aid and hygiene before the senior
Cambridge.

When I left Vembadi in 1930 Ms Scowcroft was still Principal. It was the dedication, hard work, sac-
rifice and love of all our late Principals that helped to provide many happy memories for all their
pupils and build Vembadi into a school of high academic and social standard.

Mrs Kirupai Richards
Nee ( Tampoe)
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Fax: 020 8571 1610

2nd Floor

150 A Ealing Road
Wembley

Middlesex HAO 4PY.

Tel: 020 8903 7211

s D

Tri qu¢
A Reliable Service Provider

For Residential Properties.
We Specialise in

* Refurbisments
* Extensions

* Loft Conversions
A Complete Service of

*Quick (on time)
* Quality
* mQuible Free ( n0 quibble gunruntee]
ACCORDINGTO YOUR BUDGET
Call For A Free Quotation

Tel: 020 8861 6044 |
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Trade Cards now available

One Stop sy Party Shop
Whole Sale & Retail
Branches in East Ham and Tooting
777 Romford Road, Manor Park, London E12

: : Tel:
OUR SERVICES
Small or Big Muththu Manavarai, Small/ Big Flower 020 8553 9209
Manavarai, Fiber Glass Flower -Manavarai, Red Carpets 15/20/ 020 8553 9857
Mts long. Mani Malai, Kuththu Vilakku, Brass Vases, 0O7961 199 424
Vaia.l Maram, Flower Arch, Reception Net Arch, Helum 07939 287 890

r

Mon- Thu Friday Saturday Sunday
10am to 7pm 10am to 8pm 10am to 7pm 10am to 5pm

Website : www.partyparadise.itgo.com

Melrose Gonstruction
Services

Extentions Carpentry

Electrical Wiring Plastering

Painting & Decorating Central Heating

Work done by Craftsmen all work Guaranteed

82 Mitcham road, Tooting, London, SW 17 9NG

TEL: 0208 767 5990 ( 24 Hours answering service)
Mobile: 0956 368 378
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POVERTY AND CHILD ABUSE

Poverty is a common problem in Sri Lanka. Unemployment, war and illiteracy are some of the reasons for pover-
ty. It can affect the life of little children who belong to the lower class or lower middle class. Family backgrounds
and poverty also bring an unhealthy situation to the children. Lack of adequate financial support of the family
makes them face numerous problems in their childhood.

Parents of these children are unable to spend much money on clothing, food and medicine. They are also
not in a position to spend their education. Therefore, many little children are forced to beg for living. They trod
along the high streets near bus stands, railway stations, inside the markets jingling their tins for money. According
to the reports released by the child protective centres, many children have turned into beggars. In some families
their parents urge this profession.

In cities we can see some children being used as domestic servants by the wealthy people. These poor chil-
dren face hard work which is not suitable for their age. In some houses these children are punished by their mas-
ters as well as mistresses of the house. By keeping these children as servants we neglect their education.

In some wealthy families children who are used as domestic workers are abused in various ways. Finally
they become unwanted members of the society. They also become thieves and dangerous criminals.

Tourism is one of the main causes for child abuse. Poor children are spoiled and abused by the tourist who
came from western countries. They are used for their needs by luring them with money. The victims of this habit
will spread to other poor children. They are motivated to follow the wrong path. Many diseases are also trans-
mitted to future generation by tourists, Therefore the government has imposed many strict rules on tourists who
abuse poor children. '

In this sophisticated world, it is felt that the rights of the child have to be maintained. Children in the com-
puterized and highly commercial world are being treated as servants and slaves. Most of them are poor and easily
influenced by some sort of unworthy behaviour which makes them socially corrupted and unwanted. Many crimes
in cities have been detected with the invalvement of poor children. Therefore, these two concepts poverty and child
abuse are very much inter related. Social organizations should find some solutions to wipe out these problems. The
message for the new millennium would be "Healthy child builds up a Healthy nation”.

Subothini Srirajeswaran
Grade 12 Bio ‘A”

In my life, I have heard about many personalities but among them I like Florence Nightingale because it is, she
who introduced the nursing profession to this world. Like Hippocrates who is often called “Father of Medicine”,
Florence Nitlsingale is known as the ‘Lady with the lamp’.

He main reason for choosing her as my favourite personality is not because nursing profession is tremendous but
because it deals with life and death. The word nursing ‘'means’ Service for the care of sick, prevention of illness
and promotion of health’,

Florence Nightingale was the second daughter of William Edward Nig'ﬁtingale and

Francis Smith. She was born on May 12th 1829 in Florence, [taly where her well-to - do

parents were temporarily living. She grew up in Derbyshire, Hampshire and London. Florence was educated large-
ly by her father who taught her Greek, Latin, French, German, History and Philosophy. Throughout her life, she
read widely in many languages.

Inspired by God, she started her mission. Her mission was a humanitarian service of looking after the sick and
injured persons in the war. This involved bathing, feeding, dressing, listening and understanding the feelings of
patients, It is these human qualities that touch my heart and made me to select Florence Nightingale as my favourite
personality and write an essay about her.

Al the time when human values are not respected in our society, writing an essay on this topic is a “Golden oppor-
tunity”. I hope this article will definitely inspire our fellow students. Though Florence Nightingale is no more, nut
her services are still continued by other nurses in

hospitals.

K.Kugavathana.

Cirade 8'B’
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Residential Lettings

Commercial Loans for shops/Restaurants etec.
Residential Mortgage Loans

EMPIRE LETS, W’ stow. E17 6HF

(near Blackhorse Tube)

Tel: 020 8926 7799 - 020 8527 1104 Fax: 020 8503 2085

YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEE® UP
REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOANS
SECURED ON IT

DVD, VCD, VIDEO & AUDIO CD’S
Wholesals and retail

14 Ealing Road, Wembley,
Middiesex HAO ATL.

Tel: 020 8795 3003
Fax: 020 8795 4434

weh: www.oviyavideo.com
Email: www.oviva@london.com
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WHAT DOES OUR BEAUTIFUL CREST STAND FOR?

In the history of Vembadi, the end of 1924 saw the introduction of the school motto “Dare to
do Right”, chosen because it was felt that what people in Jaffna needed was the courage of
their convictions and it was necessary ‘that the girls should develop some of that courage so
that they might not be tossed about by every breath of public opinion and be held in the grip of
“fear of what people will say,” '

The crest of Vembadi was first introduced in 1927 by Rev. P.E. Thorne, because the Principle
of Vembadi, Miss Picard felt that the girls studied at the school then needed not only a motto,
but also guidance to lead them into a new way of freedom, which they could gain through
their education. She meant greater freedom of body, mind and sprit, which lead the students
into a brighter and more enlightened future.

The need for the development of a crest required design, purpose and a motto attached to it, to
symbolize the girls from Jaffna peninsula and what they needed to accomplish in their future.
Therefore, palmyrah tree (a kind of palm) was chosen as a part of the design. There are five
palmyrah trees depicted on the crest illustrating the characteristics of this tree. The first and
foremost are its strength and straightness, regardless of how high it grows to. Every student of
Vembadi was expected to aspire to be a palmyrah tree, strong and straight in their body
(posture), mind and sprit, Secondly, whether there was a drought or flood, the palmyrah tree
kept on growing, giving of its best and supplying versatile needs of the Jaffna people. Right
from its root to the tip of its leaves, every part of it was useful for various purposes, building
homes, thatching roofs, lighting fire as fuel and to feed. Household items, such as furniture,
baskets, mats, boxes and kitchens aids were made from various parts the tree. In addition,
parts from seed to fruit and root were used to produce healthy and nourished food, nongu
(fresh soft drink), seekai (natural jello), boiled/barbecued panan kilangu (similar to yam or
com), @ddiyal kool (seafood chowder or stew), pulukkoddial (similar fo nuts, cracking it was
healthy for gums), pinnattu (fruit roll up) and many other for Jaffna people. Today soap,
shampoo and tooth paste are also made out of the fruit of this tree.

The palmyrah tree gave of its best irrespective of the person to whom it was given to and for
what purpose they used it. For above all, the tree gave everything without expecting anything
in return for it, not even water. That must be in the aim of every Vembadi girl who passed
through the portals of the institution even if they studied there for a short period.

Then the chrysalis with an emerging butterfly, which is one of the most beautiful creations of
god, was chosen so that the students would be freed independently and actively, as beautiful as
butterflies in thought, word and deed, and graceful and good to look upon.

At the completion, with a scroll at the foot of the crest bearing the motto “Dare to do Right”,
the developed crest was unveiled and presented to Vembadi.

LINGA KULASEGARAM of CANADA
(NEE VELUPILLAI)
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Report from the Secretary

It is with great pleasure that | am presenting this report to you.

The new executive committee was elected on the Tth of April 2001. The current committee, formed from
members of the previous committee as well as new members, is committed to the aim of our Association.
I am most delighted and indeed privileged to work with such a dedicated team.

In the last AGM, the 1984 constitution was amended with regard to the finance, regulating the money
transactions strictly adhering to the correct procedures.

Of the many objects of this team the first was to bring some colour into the life of the Association. We
organised various activities this year.

The first item on the calendar was a day trip to the Isle of Wight, on Saturday 21st July O1. There was a
great deal of enthusiasm among our members who saw this as an opportunity to meet fellow Vembadites
and their families and have a brilliant day out to the various attractions of the island. There were two
coaches, one from Wembley and the other leaving Surbiton. The trip included visits to the pearl factory
and the glass factory and of course the beaches at Sandown. The trip was appreciated by many.

The second event was organised to raise funds for sports activities in the UK. We organised a sponsored
walk which took place on the Sunday 21st of October. Despite adverse weather conditions our dedicat-
ed members and friends walked 5 miles at Richmond Park.

Earlier this year we sent £2500 to Jaffna to help them towards setting up a computer laboratory. The
money raised this year will be used to support Vembadi and our activities in the UK.

Tonight we are enjoying the spirit of Christmas with our annual dinner dance. This year, our team worked
extremely hard to produce this *“Topaz nite’. This involved days of preparation and hard work. The event
is undoubtedly a success. I thank the Vembadi vice president Mrs. C.Sockalingam for accepting our invi-
tation to be the chief guest.

We have made contact with many Vembadi OGA’s and we hope to make more links and possible joint
events. My thanks are due to the Head of Vembadi, Mrs. K.Ponnampalam, and the Associations in
America/Canada, Jaffna and Colombo for their messages in this souvenir.

I also thank*he sponsors and advertisers for their support.

I do hope that we can attract many more Vembadi girls in the UK and help the organisation to grow from
strength to strength.

Nalayini Kuganathan
Secretary 2001/2002

Lilley Sports
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For all your TRAVEL Arrangement, Ticketing to Colombo and other
Worldwide Destinations please contact Lilley Sports.
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SPORTS

I am pleased to report on the sports activities of Vembadi Old Girls’ Association (UK). Although we have
not made extraordinary achievements in our netball, our participation in the annual netball matches is a
major activity of our association that brings together all Vembadi old students and their families and well
wishers.

The main activities this year are our usual participation in the British Tamil Association sports tourna-
ment, held in July 2001 and the netball competition of the Tamil School Sports Association UK, held in
August 2001. At the BTA tournament, our netball team reached the semi final level and in the TSSA we
secured the third place. I consider the constant participation in the sports activities amidst various
commitments itself is a great achievement. In the TSSA tournament exhibition match against the
Canadian J.5.5.A, two of our netball players were selected to play for the TSSA UK Team. With pride
and joy I like to mention that Latha was selected to manage and Jenny to captain the UK team.

I take this opportunity to thank all members of the Vembadi netball team for their efforts in the partici-
pation in tournament. The enthusiasm of the girls in attending the practices is commendable. They
travelled from various parts of London and outskirts to participate.

My special thanks go to Devalatha and Nagulini for their excellent organisation of events. Our congrat-
ulations to Nagulini on her marriage that took place recently, and wish her well in her new life in USA.
I also admire the enthusiasms shown by Shantha, who used to bring her daughter and other players all
the way from Ilford to Harrow. She is good example to our younger members to follow.

I also have to mention the Sponsored 5 mile Walk on 21st October 2001 participated by many, in spite of
the pouring rain and helping us in raising a sum of £450 for the team. I thank every one of you for your
tremendous effort.

It is Sports that links the people of all ages from all walks of life. It helps you to be healthy and happy.
We welcome more participants to our future tournaments and those who are interested please contact me
on 01923 835751.

My best regards to everyone.

Kalaimagalselvi Thavatheva
( Sports Secretary)

The Rain Busters

Netball Team 2001
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FROM THE TREASURER

Dear colleagues

One of the main objective of the new committee elected on the 7th of april 2001, was to launch a
membership drive to recruit more vembadites to the V.0.G.A (UK). This would help us to raise fund
for the school with new ideas and also bring together the past pupil who might have lost touch with
their schoolmates over the years.

With the support of the members and well wishers the fund raised in the past years has been con-
tributed to Vembadi. Last year 1999/ 2000 a sum of £1500 was sent towards buying a photo copy-
ing machine for the school, and this current year of 2000/ 2001, in June a sum of £2500 ( Rs
313610/= ) was sent, through the Jaffna Old Girls Assosciation to help towards setting up a comput-
er laboratory for the 400 A/L students at Vembadi .

In the past year many of the old girls from Vembadi Girls High school have migrated to England. We
are appealing to all of you to enrol as members and contribute in what ever ways possible and how
ever small it may be, to help the Association grow from strength to strength. Our annual member-
ship is only £10 per annum.

Please forward the completed membership form to the following address.

Thank you,
Bhavani Maheswaran (Mrs)
Treasurer.

VEMBADI OGA UK - ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION FEE - £10.00

ko
(Please complete this form and send along with remittance to

The TREASURER: Mrs B Maheswaran at 78 Sudbury court Drive, Harrow, Middx, HA1 3TF)

| enclose a cheque/postal order for the amount of £ in favour of VOGA UK.

FULL NAME

MAIDEN NAME (where applicable)

ADDRESS

CONTACT TELEPHONE
NUMBER

E-MAIL ADDRESS

SIGNED DATED
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/ VOGA UK Executive Committee Members
for the year 2001/2002

The Patron Mrs Sharada Sandrapragas

&

President Co-ordinator
Mrs Pathma Perinpanayagam Mrs Geetha Vijayadeva
Vice Presidents
Mrs Vimala Balendran, Ms Arasanayaki Cooke Advisor
Mrs Mirudupachani Karunakaran Mrs Nagul Subramaniam
Secretary Committee Members
Mrrs Nalayini Kuganathan Mrs Kamala Shanmuganathan
Assistant Secretary Mrs Kalaimagal Thavatheva
Mrs Yasothara Nagendra Mrs Shanthi Yogarajah
’ Mrs Sumathy Balendra
Treasurer Mrs Vathani Rajahmaheswaran
Mrs Bhavani Maheswaran Mrs Sivakantharuby Ramakrishnan
Assistant Treasurer Mrs Niranjana Ramnam
Mrs Subathra Dhayanantharajah Mrs Kausalya Sathyalingam
Mrs Thevabaladevi Wijayanayagam
“r
Acknowledgements

The Executive Committee of VOGA UK
to express their sincere thanks and appreciation to

"The Chief Guest" Mrs C Sockalingam
Vice principal of Vembadi Girls High School

"Special guests"”
Past Teachers of Vembadi Girls High School

"The Sponsors” for the Raffle

"Advertisers in this brochure"

"Lilly Sport” for Mementoes
for the Netball Team

Management of Civic Suite, Wandswarth Town Hall

The Band — "That’s It"
for their lively music

Vasan Printers for speedy Souvenirs

And especially you all, our "Guests"
Present here tﬂflight,
Without yvour support this Dinner Dance
Would not be a success

Thank you and we look forward to seeing
you again
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