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In an increasingly globalized world,
learning foreign languages is a pow-
erful tool that can open doors to new
opportunities. For Sri Lanka’s next
generation, learning Chinese, specif-
ically Mandarin, has become espe-
cially important due to the growing
significance of China in global eco-
nomics, politics and culture. Let’s ex-
plore why it is crucial for the youth
in Sri Lanka to learn Chinese and
the various benefits they can gain by
doing so.

Economic and Trade Opportunities

One of the primary reasons why Sri
Lankans should learn Chinese is the
economic and trade opportunities
that come with China’s rise as a
global economic powerhouse. China
is one of Sri Lanka’s largest trade
partners and the Belt and Road Ini-
tiative (BRI) has further strength-
ened the economic ties between the
two countries. By 2025, China is
expected to be the world’s largest
economy and many Sri Lankan busi-
nesses, industries and entrepreneurs
are already engaging with China for
trade, investment and tourism.

Learning Chinese opens the door to
better communication with Chinese
businesses, allowing Sri Lankans to
tap into this vast market. Additional-
ly, understanding the language helps
Sri Lankans build deeper connec-
tions with Chinese-speaking clients
and partners, facilitating smoother
business transactions. Many multi-
national companies also require em-
ployees who can speak Chinese, cre-
ating career opportunities for those
with proficiency in the language.

Cultural Exchange and Diplomatic
Relations

In addition to the economic advan-
tages, learning Chinese fosters a bet-
ter understanding of Chinese culture,

By: Mr. B. Sajindren

which is one of the oldest and rich-
est in the world. The ability to con-
verse in Chinese allows Sri Lankans
to engage more meaningfully with
Chinese people, whether through
tourism, study or cultural exchanges.
By learning the language, Sri Lank-
ans can better appreciate Chinese
history, traditions, art, and philos-
ophy, leading to a deeper cultural
exchange between the two countries.
Moreover, Sri Lanka’s relationship
with China is vital on the diplo-
matic front, especially given the in-
creasing global influence of China. A
generation of Sri Lankans who are
proficient in Chinese will be better
equipped to navigate and strength-
en Sri Lanka’s diplomatic ties with
China. As the two countries continue
to collaborate on infrastructure de-
velopment and other projects, under-
standing Chinese becomes a crucial
asset for fostering diplomatic rela-
tions.

Career and Educational Advance-
ment

For Sri Lankan students, learning
Chinese can significantly enhance
their career prospects. As China
continues to expand its global foot-
print, demand for individuals who
can speak Chinese is growing. Many
companies, especially those with ties
to China, seek employees who can
bridge the gap between cultures and
languages. Furthermore, Chinese lan-
guage proficiency is often a highly
regarded skill in international rela-
tions, trade, tourism, and education
sectors.

On the educational front, China of-
fers numerous scholarships for for-
eign students, including Sri Lankans,
to study in its universities. These
scholarships are available for various
fields, ranging from engineering to
medicine to arts, and the ability to

communicate in Chinese can be a sig-
nificant advantage when applying for
these programs. In addition, students
proficient in Chinese can also access
a wealth of academic resources, as
many research papers, journals, and
books are published in Chinese, en-
abling Sri Lankan students to engage
with global knowledge.

Enhancing Cognitive Skills and
Global Competency.

Beyond the professional and cultural
benefits, learning Chinese provides
cognitive advantages. Studies have
shown that learning a second lan-
guage improves cognitive function,
such as memory, problem-solving
skills and multitasking. Chinese, with
its unique characters and tonal na-
ture, offers a mental workout that
enhances brain development and im-
proves focus and concentration. For
Sri Lankan students, learning Chi-
nese will not only give them a com-
petitive edge but will also equip them
with the cognitive tools necessary for
thriving in the globalized world.

In conclusion, learning Chinese is es-
sential for Sri Lanka’s next genera-
tion, as it offers economic, cultural,
diplomatic, and cognitive benefits. As
Sri Lanka’s ties with China grow,
proficiency in Mandarin will become
an invaluable skill, opening doors
to a wide range of opportunities in
trade, education, career advancement
and international relations. Embrac-
ing Chinese will not only position
Sri Lankan youth for success in the
global economy but will also foster
greater cultural understanding and
cooperation between the two nations.
Therefore, it is crucial that the youth
of Sri Lanka take the initiative to
learn Chinese and equip themselves
for the future.
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