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Appreciation
for Honouring
the Legacy of a
Visionary
Principal

Balasingam|Sajindran} 'Randiruppu
It is often said that great leaders are defined
by the lasting impact they leave on their
communities and institutions. Such was the
case with Principal Rev Bro S.A.I. Mathew, a
man whose leadership and dedication shaped
Carmel Fatima College in Kalmunai into one
of the most prestigious and influential
educational institutions in the country. Over
the course of more than two decades, Rev Bro
S.A.I. Mathew transformed the school, turning
it into a beacon of academic excellence, social
responsibility - and cultural richness. His
contributions to education and society were
immeasurable and his legacy continues to
resonate . through - the lives of countless
individuals he mentored and nurtured.

Principal Rev Bro S.A.I. Mathew was not just
an administrator he a visionary, a
teacher, a psychologist, a social worker and an
author. His life was a testament to the power
of education to shape individuals and
communities. As we remember his
extraordinary leadership, it is impossible not
to reflect on the profound influence he had on
both Carmel Fatima College and the countless
students who walked through its doors under
his guidance.

was

&

Transforming a School into a National
Institution.

When Principal Rev Bro S.A.l. Mathew first
assumed the role of the principal, Carmel
Fatima College was a modest institution with
potential but lacking the prominence it would
later achieve. Under his stewardship, the school
grew into a respected institution of learning,
not just locally but across the nation. His
ability to recognize the potential within the
school, coupled with his strategic leadership,
led to a transformation that elevated Carmel
Fatima College into one of the country’s
leading educational institutions.

Principal Rev Bro S.A.I. Mathew’s approach
to leadership was grounded in his deep
understanding of education and his ability to
connect with both students and staff. While he
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was known for his authoritarian style, this was
not a reflection of rigid control but
rather a disciplined commitment to excellence.
His clear expectations, combined with a
profound sense of duty to his students,
created an environment where academic rigor
and personal growth were paramount. Under
his leadership, Carmel Fatima College became

a model of educational excellence, with
students  consistently excelling in national
exams, competitions and co-curricular
activities.

One of the defining characteristics of Principal
Rev Bro S.A.I. Mathew was his commitment
to ensuring that the students were not only
academically successful but also well-rounded
individuals. He Dbelieved that education
extended beyond textbooks and exams and that
the true value of schooling lay in
preparing students to be responsible citizens
and professionals in various fields. Whether it
students to engage in
community service, promoting moral values or
cultivating leadership skills, Principal Rev Bro
S.A.I. Mathew ensured that his students were
equipped to contribute meaningfully to society.

was encouraging

A Visionary Leader and Builder of
Relationships

Principal Rev Bro S.A.I. Mathew was a man
of vision and his foresight extended beyond
the classroom. He understood the importance
of maintaining strong relationships with
political leaders and decision-makers of his
time, and he skilfully cultivated these rela-
tionships to benefit Carmel Fatima College.
Through his diplomacy and exceptional
communication skills, he able to
bring much-needed resources to the school,
ranging from funding to infrastructure
improvements. His ability to navigate the

was

political landscape, without compromising the
school’s integrity, ensured that Carmel Fatima
received the support it needed to thrive.

While his authoritarian nature was sometimes
seen as a reflection of his strong leadership,
it was also a manifestation of his dedication
to maintaining the highest standards for his
students and the institution. Principal Rev Bro
S.A.I. Mathew was not one to shy away from
difficult decisions and his keen judgment and
clear decision-making process allowed him to
steer the school through challenges and to new
heights of success.

Beyond the pragmatic aspects of leadership,
Principal Rev Bro S.A.I. Mathew was a
visionary who saw the potential for growth in
every aspect of Carmel Fatima College. His
ability to forecast the needs of the school and

act accordingly helped ensure that Carmel
Fatima College was not just reacting to
changes but anticipating and shaping the

future of education in the region. His efforts to
secure resources, whether through political
channels or community partnerships, made
him a key figure in the educational landscape.

A Master Educator and Psychologist

Principal Rev Bro S.A.l. Mathew was, at his
core, an educator. His passion for teaching

and his deep understanding of both the
academic and psychological needs of his
students made him an exceptional teacher.

Fluent in both Tamil and English, he was able
to connect with people, officials and politicians
from diverse language backgrounds and get
resources from them. His linguistic talents not
only made him a great communicator but also
a lover of literature and he often infused his
lessons with references to both Tamil and
English literary works, inspiring students to
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appreciate the beauty of language and the
power of storytelling.

As an educator, Principal Rev Bro S.A.L
Mathew was also a psychologist. He possessed
an innate understanding of human behaviour,
particularly that of young adults navigating
the complexities of adolescence. His insights
into the psychological development of his
students allowed him to support them in ways
that went beyond academics. Whether it was
through personal counselling, career guidance
or offering a listening ear, Principal Rev Bro
S.A.I. Mathew was there for his students,
providing them with the tools to succeed both
academically and emotionally.

An Author and Advocate for Catholic
Values

In addition to his role as an educator,
Principal Rev Bro S.A.I. Mathew was a
prolific author and a staunch advocate for
Catholic values. His writings, which included
both educational texts and books on
Catholicism, reflected his commitment to faith,

learning and moral development. His books

served as both a resource for teachers and
students and as a reflection of his personal
philosophy on education and spirituality.

Through his works, Principal Rev Bro S.A.L
Mathew conveyed his deep belief in the
power of education to shape not just minds
but hearts and he often used his writings to
emphasize the importance of integrity,
compassion and service to others.

Principal Rev Bro S.A.I. Mathew’s Catholic
faith was a guiding force in his life and it
informed much of his approach to leadership
and education. He saw education as a means
to impart not just academic knowledge but
also moral and spiritual values. This belief

in the transformative power of education was
central to his mission as the principal and
shaped the culture of Carmel Fatima College
during his tenure.

A Lasting Legacy

Principal Rev Bro S.A.I. Mathew’s legacy is
one that will endure for generations to come.
His contributions to Carmel Fatima College
and the countless lives he touched are
immeasurable. His leadership style, though at
times authoritarian, was always rooted in a
deep love for his students and a steadfast
commitment to their growth and development.
Through his vision, discipline and ability to
build relationships, he transformed Carmel
Fatima College into a place where academic
excellence and moral integrity went hand in
hand.

Beyond the walls of the school, Principal Rev
Bro S.A.I. Mathew’s influence can be seen in
the professional achievements of his former
students, many of whom have gone on to
become successful doctors, engineers, teachers,
social workers and leaders in their respective
fields. They carry with them the lessons and
values instilled by their principal, continuing
his legacy of service, excellence and integrity.

While Principal Rev Bro S.A.I. Mathew is no
longer with us, his impact remains alive in the
very fabric of Carmel Fatima College and in
the lives of those who were fortunate enough
to have known him. As we reflect on his life
and work, we celebrate not just the milestones
he achieved but the principles he upheld-
principles that will continue to guide the school
and its students for many years to come. His
memory is a beacon that will forever light the
path for future generations of learners,
educators and leaders.
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