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A New Era of Secure Identity and Growth

The announcement of Sri Lanka’s national Digital
ID system, set to launch by April 2026, marks a
pivotal moment in the nation’s journey toward a
digitally-driven future. Funded by a generous grant
LKR 104

Government of India, this project is a corner-

of approximately billion from the
stone of the country’s ambitious "Digital Sri Lanka
2030" initiative. It signals a
traditional physical National Identity Card (NIC) to

strategic shift from the

a modern, secure, and scalable digital framework,
poised to revolutionize public services and fuel
economic prosperity.

For decades, the physical NIC has been the
primary form of identification, but its limitations
in the face of a rapidly evolving global landscape
are clear. The manual verification processes,
susceptibility to forgery, and the sheer inefficiency
of managing a paper-based system have long
hindered progress. The new Digital ID is designed
to address these fundamental challenges, providing
a singular, secure digital anchor for every citizen.
This a_technological

transition is not merel

BIolauem IISTHE LDoTafaBIp

upgrade it is a foundational investment in

national efficiency, and inclusion,

that

transparency,
ensuring every individual is a recognized

participant in the digital economy.

The choice of the Modular Open-Source Identity
Platform (MOSIP) is

commitment to

a testament to the
government’s security,
sovereignty, and cost-effectiveness. The Ministry of
Digital Economy carefully evaluated three options:
a locally developed system, proprietary commercial
solutions, and international open-source platforms.
MOSIP

offering unparalleled flexibility and avoiding the

emerged as the most strategic choice,
risk of "vendor lock-in" associated with commercial
alternatives. Its open-source nature means that Sri
Lanka will have full ownership and control of its
citizen data, a critical factor for national security
and public trust. This platform is not a replication
of India’s ~Aadhaar* but rather an independent,
international framework developed by a consortium
of global experts. Its success in countries like the
orted data

Philippines and Morocco, with no rep
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breaches in any MOSIP-based system, provides a
compelling case for its security and reliability.

Beyond the technical benefits, the project is a
powerful catalyst for economic transformation. By
creating a unique digital identity for every citizen,
the system will streamline financial services,
making it easier for banks and fintech companies
to onboard new customers. This is particularly
crucial for financial inclusion, as it will provide a
verified identity for millions of citizens
currently underserved by traditional banking. Small
and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) will also
benefit from simplified regulatory processes and
access to digital payment ecosystems. Furthermore,
the Digital ID will support the growth of the local
sector. A

customize MOSIP for the local

technology certified Indian system

integrator  will
context, while local IT professionals will be trained
full

development of the system. This knowledge transfer

for operation, maintenance, and future

will not only ensure the project’s long-term
sustainability but also foster a new generation of
skilled professionals capable of building Sri Lanka’s
digital future.

The Digital ID will dramatically enhance the
efficiency of government service delivery. Citizens

will no longer need to submit multiple copies of

their NIC and other documents for different
government services. The system will enable
seamless, "presence-less" authentication  for
everything from applying for passports and

driver’s licenses to accessing social welfare benefits

and healthcare records. This will significantly

reduce bureaucratic red tape, saving both time and

resources for the public and the government alike.

The data capture process will be handled
exclusively by the Department for Registration of
full

conducted by Sri Lanka CERT before activation,

Persons, and a security audit will be

further  guaranteeing the system’s integrity and

citizen privacy.

The government is actively addressing common
concerns and misconceptions about the project, em-
phasizing that the system is built on a foundation of
facts, not fear. While some may worry about data
privacy or potential exclusion, the design principles
of the Digital ID are built to mitigate these risks.
Biometric data will be encrypted with multi-layer
both

remains

in transit and at rest,

fully

security  protocols,
inaccessible to

the

ensuring it

unauthorized parties. Moreover, focus

on local ownership and governance ensures that
the system serves the interests of the Sri Lankan
people above all else. This commitment to security
and

transparency is key to building the public

confidence necessary for the project’s success.

In conclusion, Sri Lanka’s Digital ID is far more

than a technical tool it is a cornerstone for
inclusive governance, national efficiency, and public
trust. It represents a bold step forward in securing
a place for Sri Lanka in the global digital economy.
By modernizing identity verification, the nation is
laying a robust digital foundation for generations
to come - one that promises to simplify life for
citizens, foster economic growth, and position the
country as a leader in digital transformation within
the region.

ICT UNIT, DS.NV
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