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Every individual lives from one generation to the next
in some society., that he lives out a biography and he lives it
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out within some historical sequence. By the fact of his living
he contributes however, minutely to the shaping of th;
gociety, and to the course of it's history. The sociological
Imagination enables us to grasp history and biography, and
the relation between two within society.
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Biographical literature of the Arabs was exceedingly
rich. It would appear that in Baghdad, when an eminent
man died, there was a market for biography of him, some-
what as is the case in the capital of Europe our time, and
when a personality had for some reason impressed itself on
the public mind or his literary work has attained the rank
of classics. numerous biograghies would appear, and there
was also biographies of not only of the dead but also of the
living, and the literature which consists in collected
biographies is abnormally large.
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Prof D.S Margolioth, Lectures on Arab Historians. London
1977 p8.
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“The presentation by Al-haj M.I.M Naleein, the
Beruwela gem merchant of one-and-a-half-million
rupees from the convertible Rupee Account to the
government for it to utilize for the purchase of foreign
‘exchange is a great gesture.

It is none-the- less valuable for the fact that the
donor has been modest enough to describe his gift as
a “humble gesture” to assist the government in its
current production programme.

Mr. Naleem’s decision to place his country’'s
welfare so patently above private profit stands in
brilliant contrast to the cases brought to light of
hoarding of foreign exchange abroad. It is an act of sell
-abrrgation reminiscent of what Mr. Stanley (later
Lord) Badwin did shortly after world war I when while
being Financial secretary to the Treasury, he donated
20 per cent of his whole fortune to the nation. He did
so by presenting to the Exchequer [or cancellation of
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150.000 of securities in the war loan.

His purpose was not only to help his country but
loselan example of personal secrifice. he thought that
Britain was in danger of being submerged in a wave of
luxury and malterialism and believed that ‘a fool's’
paradise is only the anti-room to a fool’s hell.”

We hope that the Prime Minister, Mrs Srimavo
Bandaranayake’'s wish. which she expressed when
accepting the gift on behalf of the government, that
others would follow Mr. Naleem’s example will not be
unfulfilled. It is true that Sri Lanka is a free, sovereign
and an independent cou ntry as stated in the Consti-
tution, but freedom and indepedence require Lo be
guaranteed by acts of sell-sacrifice and patriotism.

It was said of his own country by a patriotic Briton,
Who dies if England lives?
Who stands if England falls?

It is a similar feeling of patriotism towards Sri
Lanka by her own sons and daughters that is required
to build our nation and we hope that Mr. Naleem’s act
of sterling patriotism will be emulated in whatever
degree which is within their means by all his fellow
countrymen who are inspired by his example. -

Editorial, Times of Ceylon, 19th.August 1974.
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I am not holding a briefl to anybody who is detained
regard to whatever offence he has committed, but I know of
one person who is now under detention, Mr. Naleem Hajiar
who has the affection of the entire Muslim world. Why
should that man be not allowed to see his lawyers, not
allowed to see his relations? Even a murderer, a person
convicted of the murder of a Prime Minister of the country
was allowed to see his lawyers, was allowed to see his
relations, was allowed in the custody, but like a human
being.

Mr. J. R. Jeyawardene in the Parliament

Hansard. December 11, Vol.13 - No.10 - P 2160
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