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"Aiya - The Wind beneath our Wings"

LEEBA RAJPRASAD

Daughter-in-law

' There is a land of the living and a land
of the dead and the bridge between the two is
love!' - Thorton Wilder.

"Aiya" - the very sound of this word brings
to my mind the image of a man who had lived life
to the fullest and still reigns high among us to this
day. What can [ write about my father-in-law

whom 1 knew only for a few months? Except that when I look back at
all those memories, I realize that I couldn't have asked for a more
nice, more thoughtful and more supportive father than him.

When | was asked to write this acticle the first thing that came to
my mind is the one memory that will always be close to my heart -
"Aiya's" last birthday in this world, February 28th, 1998 - Raj was in
Colombo and [ was in India with "Aiya" and the rest of the family. Raj
had called me up the previous day and had asked me to meet "Aiya" in
person and wish him. The first thought that struck me at that time was
to impress "Aiya" with a gift! I bought him a simple pure white cotton
shirt which I thought did complete justice to the image of "Aiya" in my
mind. . . a man of simple living and high thinking!

Satisfied with my choice I set out to suprise "Aiya". I can never
forget that day for little did I know that it was me who was in for a big
surprise!!! Even before I could give him my gift, "Aiya" handed me a
beautiful jewel case and asked me to open it. I was shocked to see a
gold bracelet shining in all its splendor. And as I was recovering from
this gesture he asked Amma to personally put it on my hand!!! There
are momtents in life when love can be experienced as quite ordinary and
at that moment "Aiya's" simple smile of acceptance signified his love
for me as part of his "Extended family"! The bracelet still gleams in my
hand today as "Aiya's" blessing to my life with his dear son!!! I know
that many people still believe that if "Aiya" were alive today this cross
culture, cross-caste, cross-creed and cross - religion marriage would
never have taken place. Surprising that these people - "Aiya's" so
called friends and associates - never really did understand the man!!!!
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Religion, caste, creed or culture never had any prominent significance
for him. His main priority was his son's happiness and that feeling
surpassed all other trivial notions in life!

"Aiya" will always be the wind beneath our wings - encourag-
ing us to soar to greater heights and achieve the impossible! When
you lose someone you love, you live with them everyday. I still see him
smiling in my mother-in-law's eyes when we talk about the sweet
nothings of their 35 year old marriage. . . their life together, their
fights, their make ups, and most of all their love! Now I know that
although I can never even begin to fathom the depth of their relation-
ship and partake in their life together, I have been privileged to wit-
ness the ummatched beauty of their love.

December 21st 1998 - a day that will always be a big question
mark in our lives. I never really did understand the concept of "God's
Plan", or the idea that events in life are "Meant to be'". We live in a
random universe and all the terrible things happen for no good rea-
son at all. But today if anyone were to ask me, "Has any good come
out of "Aiya's" death?" I would say YES! Because his death has trans-
formed my husband into a man whose life today is a reflection of
"Aiya's" values and principles. He made Raj more compassionate,
caring and forgiving. He developed in Raj great virtues of courage,
confidence, loyalty, honesty and trust. He instilled in him the fact
that life is too short to be wasted. You never know, so you'd better
make the best of every moment. I am sure that because of "Aiya"
tommorrow my husband would make a gem of a father to our son!

Today "Aiya" lives as the vibrant fourth presence in my family.
I am sure that all the articles in this book have been written by some-
one who has been transformed by "Aiya" in some way or the other, be
it his wife, son, friends or relatives. One of my greatest regrets in life
would always be that I never got a chance to serve "Aiya" as his
daughter-in-law and make him proud of me and his decision to ac-
cept me as part of his family! I wish I had just one opportunity to
express the gratitude I feel in so many different ways. I only hope
and pray that through this article I have found my peace in pay-
ing tribute to my father-in-law and his ability to endure himself
beyond years, beyond losses, beyond hardships, beyond love and
ultimately even beyond Death !!!!

$ ¢ ¢
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