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Today the system of Mukkuvar sub-chieftancies within the
Batticaloa region has almost disappered under the impact of over 300
years of European colonial rule, yet the temple histories which are still
recited and the symbols of the Mukkuvar Vannimai (regional chiefship
of the Mukkuvars) leave no doubt as to the traditions of conquest and
warrior dominance which distinguish this group. .
- Mukkuvar Vannimai; Dennis B. McGilvray, pg - 59
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-Mukkuvar Vannimai - Dennis B.McGilvray, Page 60

Velalars:-

The major rivals of the Mukkuvars for social preeminence are the
Velalars, the renowned high-status cultivating caste of Jaffna and
Tamilnadu. There are certain clusters of Velalar villages, which today
claim never to have been subjected to traditional Mukkuvar chiefs, but
this seems highly unlikely. It is true, however, that these Velalar centers
have now largely succeded in eliminating the tanigible evidence of their
political inferiority during the period of mukkuvar rule. It is now known
from both historical and ethnographic evidence that the Velalars of
Tamilnadu have a strong tradition of association and alliance with the
Brahmin priesthoed of South India (stein 1968; 1969; Barnett 1970). This
South Indian evidence of Velalar religious connections is consistent with
the traditions of Velalar settlement in the Batticaloa region, which assert
that Velalars were brought from India and installed as Saivite temple
functionaries in perpetuity by local kings. They were not given owner-
ship or control of the temples, but they were given responsibility for over-
seeing the conduct of temple ritual, and they cultivated a share of the
temple lands as payment for their services. The songs and legends in the
“Mattakklappu Manmiyam” reiterate the theme that conquering kings
brought seven groups Kovaiciyar (Herding Vaishyas; one of the three
kinds of Vaishyas which Velalars claim as their puranic ancestors; see
Thurstan 1909 vol. VII: 361 - 6; Winslow 1862:967) to perform such
essential domestic tasks for the deity as polishing the vessels, Tending
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the lamps. storing the temple’s grain, and carrying the palanquin of the
God. .......... And the Velalars seems also to have followed the mukkuva
‘law of inherri tance and succession in every respect.

-Denis V Miglvray - Mukkuvar Vannimai.

QhiEIGeow WOFTILONTEHET DL L SEBEMUILTEO 2 6iT6N Liew &JTLomis
oflsd QFeip BHIDDIEHENIQEL STHGET LS LTLFTHEOBMT  Himie
(pBULBuTE IBBBHS WPDGS GOVSHSHEUTEHT BGHMN CUTIHIOWITE
PSS, BIUTDIE Li6v STJewitsefemed symaGsowi HT6w
@gbgb[rL(B&@lﬂqummm 616D LOGILILITRISIOIMEID W& BeWIL ST6OLDTSH
WLL&BEMUY BTLIged Sy & o fewp GupBauTEeTs Rmbs WHBEHS
GevodGalisen Ueisemeni B Seuisefen @L_misei Sieeomwiiaefe
SIYaUBYBEHBEG CUPEHIBLILILL 6. DiHI oL GLosins LieroBsmavid, Sieugids
&L Uar gndlowunse 2 gal Cuw BPuwdssiul L Wb
wifw Goum U HIRAWTHEBD, WL LSS HILIQH (WPSBGIQ
&GS FHPHS WBGST FTHWLIND GOBaTAIT 6B
SMSOHWWD UL el L 6.

Bsa0H3 Wamsne Ufssralwmn, Sieuisefea Sigamy
SHEHOW  HMFewILD. RQbemSH BB M) L bHTed 2 _aien
sevellaBn uefi (b gl STRIUILGAGBE. BSHDBEG STTRID LIQHS
- sadHPafled o eilen LeT WLLSEMUILTG 2 aXienod FhHHTHMS
0sfbg CsmeamesTed gBULLSTEGWL. OSHMbHeuisEnd HLos6EsT6N
@oSLUBY clGin 2 _aHImDd: HHSHMS FaBIHBLLGIOTGLD. DL L&
senuys sfsHIsms Db UliueissT @eiosmiomwsmen Beg
s afibg ETeiTemeumip.

B_FTH BN HIT6OBGIHID, auga's@ﬂquqs@ﬁ)

01) w1 &&eniLEF emFaudbCarulsvss, utsd I, (pseoteg Guisd SiBusLd,
us.3, ffwi ueRigst eldbsieuter 6fl.&.HhensHwr.

02) senug) oifefCLTellelr (pBHevmeug Sy Hdbmrevd, A.19.1594-1612 @6 Teug)
1618-1630)

03) Qevmiensuled CuTTHSIBSEFT HTEOWD - Gumed m.'!rﬂm) ussld 323

04) Feelgmhigai Fwadgrad oEGUE, Us 855
Travancoore state manual page 855

05) Guasussiomengl QU Hbsreon &.9. 301-382

06) UsT@WesTerisi LHsELD,



The poltical spritual and Tem‘pora'l conquest of Ceylon by Father Ferno de
Qeyros page 16. published in portugease in 1687 and translated into engllsh
by Father S.G.Perera. : :
07) Ceylon Gazeteer by Simon Ca51echetty
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“Sir Alexander Jhonston on Ceylon native laws and customs states that
Mukkuwars of Batticaloa centuries ago came from Malabar Coast and settled in
Puttalam and Batticaloa. In the latter province, they not only became proprietors
of almost all'the lands in the province but they gradually acquired the complete
government of the province. The Mukkuwars may be considered the first native
in any part of Asia who were authorised by a European Government, to become
members of a Legestlative Assembly for the government of their own country -
infact it. consisted of a Provincial Council of which all the heads Mukkuwa
Families of the Districté were members of the government of their own province.
10) A true and exact description of the Great Island of Ceylon by Phillipus
Baldaeus. ,

1'1) Meomiors of Ryckloff Van Goens Governor of Ceylon delivered to his suc-

cessor Jacob Hustaart in April 1675, page 44.

12) Gopaaplul L. snfidmauled QefefldasiuL Beiteng.
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Sisuieiien &L Hen)uledmbal. :

14) Mamune who According to the custom of the country considered to be
(The chiefs of ) first and most prominent.
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