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THIRUKONESWARAM

(MR. K. SELLARAJAH, J.P.U.M., PRESIDENT,
THIRUKONESWARAM TEMPLE, TRINCOMALEE)

When we stand on the Swamy rock in the serene
peace and blessed mood that reigns supreme in
THIRUKONESWARAM, the burden of the mystery, the
heavy and weary weight of all the unintelligible world
is lightened. There is bliss.

In view of the publicity that the Koneswaram Temple
at Trincomalee referred to by De Queroz as the Rome
of the Gentiles of the Orient receives from time to time,
Koneswaram Temple is not to be forgotten. It would
have remained to the present day as a venerable relic,
had not the misguided religious zeal of the Portugese
razed it to the ground in 1622 to supply materials for
one of their fortifications.

A king named Manu Neethi Kanda Solen who ruled
over the country of Solamandalam learning from the
Kailasa Purdanam the wonders of Thirukonanathamalai
and the magnificent state of its inhabitants, came over
to the place, his son Kulakota Maharajah who followed
him thither afterwards raised the Temple, the spire, the
pavilion, and the sacred cistern, in the year 512 of Kali
Yug on Monday the 10th day of the month of Vaikasi.

After having built the Temple, the king finding that
much difficulty was experienced in obtaining, rice and
other things from Solamandalam for the daily use of
the Temple, he meditated on means to obviate it, and

When Mr M. K. Sellarajah was alive participating in'

accordingly caused (to the extent of 2800 Amonams)
to be converted to the cultivation of paddy, and a tank
( which now refers to the famous Kantalai Tank ) to be
converted in the vicinity for their irrigation of the said
lands, both of which he consecrated to Konesar Swami.
He afterwards proceeded to the village Marukoor, on the
North on the 24th day of Panguni in the year 516 and
brought from thence in a vessel to Thirukonanathamalai
seven families whom he settled there, assigning to them
the temple and the lands appertaining to the same, as
hereditary possession. To these seven families were
entrusted the care of the temple Treasury, the regulation
of the income and expenditure, the celebration of the
festivals, and the presentation of silk vestments to the
kings. As more people were required for the service of the
Temple, the King went to the village of Karakadoe and by
compulsory means, brought from thence on the 10th day
of Vaikasi (of the year aforesaid) twenty more families,
whom he likewise settled at the place, and appointed for
the robing of the Lingam (Phallho) and to the offering
of flowers at the shrine, to sweeping and illuminating
the Temple daily - cleaning the sacrificial implements -
performing libations of water - husking of paddy and
smearing the floor of the Temple with cow dung - singing
and playing of musical instruments - spreading cloth
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at animal sacrifices - hoisting and lowering of the flag
on solemn days, preparing essence of sandalwood, and
purifying the ornaments of the Temple. These people
were also endowed with lands for their subsistence and
five of them dignified with the title of Panda - ratter.

As the first seven families who were settled there,
were brought willingly from their country they received
the common name of Tannattar in contradistinction to
the twenty families who settled after them, who were
called Varippattar because they were impressed, one
out of every ten men in their country.

The king contemplating that there were none to
judge these Tannattar and Varippattar in the event of
any dissension among them, determined to appoint
a chief over them, he accordingly proceeded to
Madurai and brought from thence a nobleman of the
name of Taniunna Pupalan, whom he invested with
the title of Wanniya, and ordained him Governor of
Thirukonamamalai, authorising him to punish offences
by fine, imprisonment in chains or by death, according to
their extent, or magnitude, strictly enjoining him to keep
his institutions inviolate, and to conduct the affairs of the
temple and ceremonies thereof, without omission.

The king further ordered that the citizens of
kattuculam should render their services to the Temple,
that the citizens of Nilaveli should preside over the
celebration of the festivals, and supply the Temple six
Amonams of paddy, also pay the thithes, taxes, and
customs of their country to the Temple, that the citizens
of Cottiyaram should furnish the Temple with betel,
plantains, sandalwood, curdled milk, clarified butter, 100
Amonams of rice, and the seeds of Amaneku, Punnei,
and Ilippe trees. These latter mentioned seeds should be
delivered to the citizens of Irativoe, to be made into oil,
and then again delivered to the Tottiyen of Kovulimune
who after entering the quantity into the accounts of the
Temple, should pour it into the reservoir, where the
same was to remain for lighting lamps. There were seven
reservoirs built at the south side of the Temple for the
reception of oil, they were enclosed with walls which
were provided with doors, and a person appointed to
overlook them, called Adikaree.

When the above orders had been given the king
next proceeded to regulate the affairs of (the interior
apartments of) the Temple. He ordered the servants to
illuminate it every day with 5000 lamps lighted with
butter, and 11000 lamps lighted with oil, to be placed
both inside and out, and to sprinkle the ground with rose
water impregnated with musk, and sandalwood. He
further ordered that they should atstated periods make
oblations of rice mixed with milk curds - to Supramaniya
in 12 silver trays, and to the rest of the deities in 128
copper trays. Besides these he directed oblations of

several thousand balls of rice to be made, and a lamp
with thousand camphor wicks to be burnt on particular
occasions.

After detailing the foregoing particulars relative
to the foundation of the Temple, and the institution
of its ceremonies the Kavi Raj Varothayan proceeded
to relate the prophecies delivered by the king with
reference to its future magnificence, and the revolutions
it would undergo by foreign invasions, but they are so
incongruous, and confounded with fable, as is common
with Hindu productions, that I have omitted the whole
of it, and resume the translation as follows :-

The king (one day) after having performed ablution
in the sacred pool, and his oblations and prayers,
wearing around his head a wreath of Ottracha beads,
painted his forehead with the holy ashes, went round
the court of the Temple, holding in his hand a nosegay
of flowers, and he entered into the sanctum sanctorum.
He remained there so long that it raised the suspicion
of his courtiers, who proceeding inside to look for him,
found that he had become metamorphosed into a lotus
flower, at the shrine of the God, upon which they made
great lamentations.

The story of the king's transformation into a flower
akin to whatis related of the disappearance of Romulus,
and like that price, Kulakotu Maharajah also became
counted among the Gods, and sacrifices were accordingly
made to him by the inhabitants of Thirukonathamalai.

Many years after this metamorphosis of Kulakotu
Maharajah, a certain King called Gaja Bahu Maharajah
made a pilgrimage to ThirukonatharnaW, and on his
arrival finding that the pasupalar who had hitherto
ministered in the Temple were dead, and none had
succeeded them, he was plunged in grief, and invoked
the deity to repair the breach which death had made in
the priesthood. While the king was thus engaged in acts
of devotion, he perceived two Brahmin youths floating
on the surface of the ocean with the Vedas in their hands.
As soon as he saw them, greatly delighted, he rose from
the seat, advanced towards them, into the sea and seizing
one by each hand, brought them to the shore, calling
them at the same time by the epithet of Irpahai, (or the
rightand left hand as he had held them). He conferred on
them the priesthood of the Temple, and gave directions
to the Wanniya, Tannattar and Varippattar to respect and
obey them, and also to render their services to them.

Gaja Bahu Maharajah sent for the five tribes of
town servants namely smiths, potters, barbers, washers
and parreas from Solamandalam and fixed them at
Thirukonathamalai allotting to them land and paddy
fields for their maintenance. Afterwards he caused a
tank to be built at Kottiyaram in the neighbourhood
of the river Mahaveli Genga, and paddy lands to the
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extent of 6350 Amonams to be improved and groves of
punnei, illipe, amanaku, and cocoa trees to be planted
there abouts he also gave orders that one-tenth part of
their produce should be appropriated for the service of
the Temple.

Another inscription which refers to this Temple
and that is the inscription which was found on the
temple buildings by Constantine de Sa, the Portugese
Commander who destroyed the Temple. He senta copy
of the inscription about the year 1627 A. D. to the King of
Portugal with a letter to the effect 'When I went there to
make this Fort, I found engraved on the Pagoda which
stated that a nation of the fragmis will destroy it and
thereafter shall no King of the Island of Ceylon rebuild
it. The inscription can still be seen at the entrance to the
Fort Frederick.

Ramayana is an epic that is fascinating to both the
genius and the layman, that had moulded the minds of
Hindus for centuries. According to Ramayana Ravana
was a great devotee of Lord Siva. The seated Lord Siva
is four armed - holding an axe in his right hand and a
deer in his left, the axe and deer were sent against him
by his enemies and subdued by him in accordance with
the legend that Siva had to fight the deceptions and
fraud of human nature. The Ravana Cut even today is a
popular spot in the Koneswaram Temple Swamy rock.
It is also worth mentioning that the Kanniya Hot Wells
were founded by Ravana in order to perform the funeral
rites to his mother.

Saint Sambanthar - 7th century A. C. refers to
Konamamalai in one of his Padikam.

‘He who dwelleth on Konamamalai where the
roaring bcean replete with the sandalwood that is
found on its banks and bits of Black akhil, and precious
stones and pearls, splashes, is the peerless one who is

accompanied by the sounds of the rows of Kalal and the-

anklets and half of whose body is shared by the maid of
the mountain and who rides a sacred bull.

Konesar Kalvettu by Kaviraja Varothayan composed
partly in verse and partly in prose.

A King named Manu Neethi Kandacholan, who
ruled over the country of Cholamendalam, learning
from the Kailasapuranam the wonders of Trincomalee
came over to the place. His son Kulakoddu Maharajah
who followed him later, raised the temple, Gopuram,
Mandapam, Pavanasa spring and the sacred tank in
512 of Kaliyuga on Monday the 10th day of the month
of Vaikasi.'

At the entrance to the Fort Frederick, on either side
of the arch, is a rock inscription with the insignia ( two
fish ) of the Pandyan Kings. These rock inscriptions

have miraculously escaped the stonebrakers hammer.
Veerapandiyan chose Trincomalee to engrave the
emblem of double fish because Thirukoneswaram had
been revered as a place of veneration by the Hindus.
Even today this ensign of the double fish, the great
emblem of the Pandyan dynasty at the entrance to the
Fort Frederick stands out as a standing monument of the
glorious past of Thirukoneswaram and its antiquity.

After the destruction of this temple within a short
span of six years Constantine De Sa and his men
numbering about two thousand were destroyed while
entering the jungles of Badulla to capture the Kandyan
Kingdom. Not only did the Portugese Commander pay
a price, even the Portugese rule under whose banner
this greatest atrocity was committed, with whose
blessings this religious persecution was practised
had to pay a greater price. The Portugese domination
of Ceylon began to totter after the destruction of the
Konesar Temple and the regime gave way to the Dutch.
This was what Rodrigo De Sa wrote in apology later.
Kullakoddans commandment 'Thave made endowments
to Thirukoneswaram without distributing them to my
kith and kin. It is a certainty that anybody who intends
or plots to damage or destroy this venerated place of
worship shall be reduced to ashes.'

The bronzes which were excavated in 1950 were
taken in procession to every town and village in Ceylon.
They came in thousands to look at Siva, who had
disappeared for three hundred and twenty five years
and, reappeared according to a prophecy when the
smoke-eyed people returned the Island to their rightful.
owners. After the statues were taken round the Island
they were enshrined at Koneswaram on 23. 02. 1952 and
on that day King George VI died and on that auspicious
day there was no King, in the Island of Ceylon.

The inscription at the entrance of the Fort
Frederick.

The Portugese shall take the holy edifice built by
Kulakooddan in ancient times. King, hearken. After the
cats eyed one, the red eyed one, and the smokeyed one
have gone, the figure will be that of the Northerner.

To mention a Punniya Poomi that has existed
right through the ages since Harappa Mohajatharoo
period, that was worshipped by Ravana, that was one
the first settlements in Ceylon, that had hymns sung
about it by saints Sampanthar, Appar, and Arunagiri
that had withstood the onslaughts of floods, cyclones,
Portugese vandalism, world wars, the impact of various,
cultures and many other calamities and yet retained its,
individuality and entity is THIRUKONESWARAM.
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THE TEMPLE OF KONESAR

Q/Ir. Udeshi Amarasing@

F

of the Temple in a proper perspective.

This article was authored by Mr. Udeshi Amarasinghe in the 2012 April edition of Serendib’, the magazine of Sri
Lankan Airlines. Although this article was written for the sake of foreign tourists, it gives a complete picture and glory

4

The Indian Ocean crashed onto sides of Swami Rock,
the sound reverberating through the air,  was standing at a site
that was sacred and had been so for millennia. Dedicated to
Lord Shiva, in the ancient form of Kona- Eiswara (Konesar),
The Temple of the Thousand Pillars or Koneswaram Temple in
Trincomalee has stood the test of time.. may be not physically
but definitely spiritually.

Enclosed within the environs of Fort Frederick,
Koneswaram Temple has undergone many changes over
the centuries. From an exuberant temple with a thuosand
columns and complex of three stone temples, Koneswaram
was completely destroyed during the Portuguese period
where the main temple was levered into the sea and the
subsequent remains such as stones and pillars were used for
the construction of Fort Frederick. The some what modest
temple we see today is said to have been built in the 1950s.
However, it is apparent that the Temple is striving to relive its
former grandeur with a massive golden statue of Lord Shiva
in the sitting position rising to a height of 33ft. being placed
recently at the entrance to the Temple. -

The statue of Lord Shiva towers over the Temple,
Creating sense of awe to the many devotees who throng to
this sacred site. Though Koneswaram Temple is a Hindu
Kovil, worshippers from all religions seek blessings as this
temple is said to possess great divine power. As one of the
five prehistoric Ishwarams(ancient temples) of Lord Shiva,
Koneswaram is venerated not only by Sri Lankans but also by
Hindus all over the world. According to the annals of history,
Saivites from Tamil Nadu sang devotional hymns about Lord
Konesar over 1,200 years ago.

Though the exact date of the Temple’s inception nor its
founder is Known, it is said that Koneswaram Temple is over
3,000 years old and was present even before the arrival of
Prince Vijaya, the exiled Aryan Prince who began civilization
in Sri Lanka. The legend of Koneswaram goes back to the time
of Ramayana, when King Ravana was the ruler of Sri Lanka.
King Ravana and his mother were great devotees of Lord
Shiva. Today, in recongnition of his great devotion, the King’s
statue has been placed within the temple compound.

There are many stories relating to King Ravana and
Koneswaram Temple. It is believed that King Ravana who was
Known to have a virulent temper was subdued by Lord Shiva,
Apparently, when his mother was suffering from ill health the King
wanted to take Koneswaram Temple to her. As he was lifting the
rock Lord Shiva had made him drop his sword creating a great cleft,
which came to be Known as Ravana Vettu. Another story regarding
the same is that King Ravana’s mother wanted him to denounce
violence and as such he had thrown his sword thus creating the
cleft can be seen just before the entrance to the Temple.

On the surface of this great cleft, grooves that are akin to
a sharp blade cutting through are visible. It takes only one’s
imagination to see King Ravana using his might. Adjoining
the great cleft where the new Meditation Centre is situtated,
ancient iron alloy statues of God Vishnu and Goddess Lakshmi,
Which had been found during excavations are placed. Over the
millennia Koneswaram Temple held the patronage of royalty,
which entailed its longevity and prosperity but one stands out
from the rest. Prince Kulakottan from the Chola dynasty circa
1580 BC is attributed with completely rebuilding the Temple
after he had discovered its ruins.
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Within the Koneswaram Temple great divine power is felt.
A pooja was taking place and devotees were in prayer while
the poosari chanted the blessings. Deep within the sanctum
the Great Shivalingam lay.

Some were breaking coconut to ward off evil, Others were
tying hat on the sacred tree, but my heart gave a small tug
when I saw a tree laden with small cradles, hung by couples
imploring Lord Shiva to bestow them with a child.

Atop arock stands a lone pillar, which is the only remains
of the original temple. At the base of this rock a small pathway
has been etched and along its path feats of Lord Shiva have
been sculptured into statues. That is not all, the divine family of
Lord Shiva and his wife goddess Parvathi with their childern

Lord Murugan and Ganesh have been sculptured into golden
figurines. King R vana’s statue is also along this path. The
sacred Nuga (Kallalla) tree, Which is dedicated to Lord
Shiva stands precariously at the edge of the rock. Although
previously ee\ otees were able to go near this tree, now a
fence has been placed for safety. Looking over the stainless
steel fence the great ocean is only a drop away. It is said that
the ruins of the ancient temple can still be seen at the bottom
of the ocean.

The legends and the stories may have changed over the
years, but one fact remains: the spiritually of Koneswaram
Temple and blessings of Lord Shiva are unwavering and
steadfast. This is indeed the Temple of Konesar.
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The Shaiva Life

—

Saiva Periyar S. Sivapatha Sundranar

A SHAIVITE is a worshipper of Shiva, the supreme
God. The Shaivite must therefore lead a life consonant with
the greatness of the God he worships. He has a dignity to
maintain. Appar Swami gives a complete picture of Saiva
in a Single Stanza”™. He says we are not bound in fealty to
any one; we are not afraid of death: we are free from the
torments of hell, and hypocrisy is foreign to us; we are self-
respecting; we know no suffering; we bow to nobody; we are
very happy; we know he wears a white ear-ring, who is not
subject to any one and who is the giver of all good”. Since
we are the eternal Servants of Shankara, (the giver of bliss)
who is not servant of any one, we can’t be servants of any
one else. Since death comes as a release from this body, when
it has become unfit for habitation, we would rather welcome
death than fear it. We readily obey him and are therefore free
from every kind of suffering, including hell, which is the
consequence of wrong doing. As servant of God, we also
occupy the highest place in the world.Any other position is
inferior to ours. There is therefore, no need for us to appear
to be what we are not to be hypocrites. As the servants of
the Shiva we cannot condescend to do anything which is
not in keeping with our high position. We hail with pleasure
every kind of experience we undergo, in order to free us from
Karma. So, even suffering is a source of pleasure to us. We
cannot bow to others whether they are mighty men of the
world, or powerful gods of the upper world, as they are all
inferior to the servant of Shaiva. Divine meditation gives un
uninterrupted joy leaving no room for unhappiness. Nothing
is greater than being the slave of God. There is, therefore, no
other position in this world, which we would care to seek. We
would decline any if offered to us. Says Manickavasagar. *1
would decline even the position occupied by Indra, Vishnu
and Bramah.*”

*prorié@n GlyCusCaumd mwameriuidhCeaid
Br&54) eLTiuGLTD FLamaulsGaurid
aromiGumLd NewflwmGumd veselGaurinsGaomid
@struGLo eTHBETEHG GisirLLflsene
ST &G GlyIL606VT S &6IT6mLOLLIT 60T
SRISTETH Ehis0eusT (& muGLTTar i
CamorhGe mrolsTmi erm oy srmii
Qamieig Caaugpulsnsor G & mGermGun.

*  QemeGereiT LTHSTET LOTAUILST QL.

We have no legitimate ground for anger, fear or sorrow.
God’s love for us is infinite. Everything that takes place
in this world is the result of his law of love. Whatever

happens to us, therefore, proceeds from His love for us.
It must hence be always good to us. There can then be

no occasion for fear, sorrow or anger. We entertain these
feelings in consequence of our ignorance of God’s ways.
In our folly, we fear the advent of what is all good and feel
sorry when it come to us.

Neither do we set any value on others’ opinions of
us. We must examine ourselves in the light if God’s Laws
and if we are able to tell ourselves “you are good”, we can
certainly rest satisfied with ourselves. But nothing is more
difficult to achieve than such an estimate of ourselves.
Even Appar does not pass a Favourable judgement on
himself *. It is therefore, impossible for us to be able to
say that today we are better than we were yesterday. If | am
not able to say of myself, “you are not a righteous man”, it
is my duty to reject others’ praise of me. If they praise me
they are mistaken. It also follows that our endeavour to get
the praise of others is a folly of follies. Fame is false. It is
a product of ignorance.

* @ QuraGst @GsmTid QuraGuer @Blwh QursCeusir

The true shaivite’s life is an ideal one. He is fully
armed is against all tendencies to wrong doing, and is
fully equipped to do the right. The sacred ashes which he
wears is the Parashakti, the Love of God. With God’s Love
visibly present in him, he can only be kind and loving
towards others. The worship at
which he has surrendered himself
to God, cannot permit him to do
anything outside. “His Holy Laws,”
says Manikavasagar of God “make
full use of me or sell me outright
or sell me as Otty*” He cannot
therefore act contrary to His Laws.
The Panchakshara tells him what
his actual position is. On one side
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is Anava, which blinds him, and on the other side is the
Surgeon who not only restores his Sight but also gives
him a light (Shivagnanam) with which he can see things
too subtle to be seen with ordinary light. He easily sees
that he must avoid the blinder and join the eye-surgeon,
the giver also of Supreme Light. His worship of God gives
him a similar lesson and redoubles the might to do the
right.

*  “@aiQsdrmer gy arGesTsT sldmiéQsTst ghlma.”
Otty is a sale with a condition of redeeming with a
fixed time.

Coming to details the true Shaivite eats not to fatten his
body but to get service from it to God. He does his work as
Service to God. If he is a cultivator, he regards cultivation
as Service to God, and on that account does this work with
all his might. He is proof ‘against Anavic allurement if it
catches his attention, he dismisses it, saying that it is of
no concern to him. Whenever a new project comes to his
mind, he measures it with the yard-stick, “How far will
this project help me in my onward march to the ultimate
goal ?” If he finds it not helpful to it, he rejects it. Pomp
and power, rank and riches, fame and fashion can have no
appeal to him.

The true Shaivite may belong to any class or caste.
The Saints of the Pariapuranam include men of all trades
and castes.

Most of them pursued the trades of the families in
which they were born. But of these trades, Service to
God was the Soul. They could make every item of their
work an occasion for worship. There have been men
who combined worship with work. One of these was

seen one day plucking, one by one, the leaves of a thorny
herb for cooking. The plucking of each leaf, he said, was
accompanied by the repetition of the Panchaksharam. On
several other occasions also, his lips were found to be busy,
while he was engaged in some piece of work. He seemed
to have made it a point to repeat Panchaksharam at all
times. This was also inferable from the fact, that one day,
while his wife was pounding rice, he advised her to repeat
the name “Shiva” at each stroke of the pestle. His rule of
life seems to be that work and worship must go together.
The potter saint of the Periapuranam was worshipping
God all the time he was making pots. But his worship did
not end there. He made free gifts of pots to saints who
needed them.

Coming now to nominal Shaivites like us, even we
can improve our position of we make a serious effort. Our
worship is capable of assuming one of three forms. It may
be almost mechanical. In that case, the great gifts of our
religion such as sacred ashes and Panchaksharam cannot
do us any appreciable good. With most of us this is the
case. But it is some satiafction to remember that the good,
thought not appreciable, is never negligible. In the second
form of worship, the intellect stands the worshipper the
significance and potentiality of these Sadanas and can
assist him in his attempt to mend and improve his ways.
It can tackle desires of moderate strength but is over-
powered by strong ones. In the third form the emotions
also are present. They are a power and can keep down
even strong rebellious desires. Worship accompanied by
both the intellect and by the emotions can reform us and
take us nearer true Shaivaism.

(Glories of Shaivaism)
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KONESWARAM

Author Pazzdn‘ba Ratua C.§ N:? Varatnam of Na Va]y Non‘]] Mampa 2y publislzea’ t/us book in ]968 mn order to
provide concrete evidence and to establish that the Konesar Temple was in continuous existence fiom 1300 B.C and
though there was no Temple between 1624 and 1963, there was congregational worship at the sacred site after 1800
till the inauguration of the Temple in 1963.

“ A TEMPLE OF A THOUSAND COLUMNS”

DERIVATION

Tirukonamalai is the Tamil name for Trincomalee. Tiru
kon malai- Tiru in Tamil means sacred, Kon-(Gssir) a king or
God, Malai- a mountain or hill. Tirukonamalai the sacred hill
of God. Trincomalee is a corruption of Tirukonamalai.

Some try to drive the word Tirukonamalai from Tiru
gona(Sinh) malai. But the temple was in existence long before
the origin of the Sinhalese language. There is a celebrated
Sivan temple in South India known as Tirugokaranam
(Hm&Garsrend) a temple sanctified by the sacred hymns of
St.Sambandhar.

ANTIQUITY

When we examine the legends traditions and the beliefs
relating to Ceylon in such Indian work as the Ramayana,
the Mahabarata and the Skanda Purana, we are led to infer
that Saivism was prevalent in Ceylon at a very early period.
The epic King Ravana was a great devotee of the lord of
Koneswaram and his devotion to Siva is immortalized in the
hymns of the Tamil Saiva saints. Vibhisana the brother of
Ravana is still worshipped at Kelaniya. Lakshmana the brother

of Rama is worshipped in Sabaragamuwa. There is an ancient
temple for Sita Amman at Nuwara Eliya. Ravana is said to
have performed the last funeral rites of his mother at the hot
springs of Kanniya.

The worship of the Saptamatrikas, Nachchimar
(Tamil- the seven goddesses) was also prevalent in Ceylon.
The energetic female principle of the Vedic gods constituted
the Saptamarikas. Temples dedicated to these goddesses were
at Mannakandal, between Odduchuddan, Putukidiyeruppu.
There were temples to these goddesses between Vavuniya
and Anuradhapura and in the Jaffna Peninsula. This cult is
pre-puranic (320A.C) and bears evidence of the antiquity of
Hinduism in the Island. Some of the images of these goddesses
are found in the Anuradhapura museum.

Dr.Paul E. Pieris the eminent Sinhalese historian says
about the ancient Hindu temples of Ceylon: “Long before
the arrival of Vijaya there were in Lanka five recognized
Isvarams of Siva which claimed and received adoration of
all India. There were Thirukketheeswaram near Mahatitha,
Munneswaram dominating Salawatta and pearl fishery:

Thondewaram near Mantota, Tirukoneswaram near great
bay of Kottiar and Naguleswaram near Kankesanturai. Their
situation close to those ports cannot be the result of accident
or caprice and was probably determined by the concourse
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of a wealthy mercantile population whose religious
wants for attention”. (JCBRAS.Vol.XXV No 70,
pp-17-18)

From the remotest period similar gods and goddesses
were worshipped in South India and Ceylon. The early
Tamils worshipped Murukan and Siva on the tops of the
hills and mountains. So we find Kalastri, Tiruwannamalai,
Palani, Swamimalai, Tiruthany, and Tirupparangkuntram
as ancient places of worship. In Ceylon too ancient
places of Saiva worship are on the hills and mountains
as in Konamalai. Kathiramalai, Uganthamalai,
Kandaswamymalai, Keerimalai, Sivanolipatham, and
Kudiramalai (Asuvagiri). Of these Konamalai holds an
esteemed position among the sacred places of Ceylon.

In the seventh century St. Sambandhar in his
Koneswara Pathikam in stanza 5 refers to Veddas as
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original inhabitants of the island. They are closely S

associated with great temples in Ceylon namely
Kataragama, Tirukovil, Verugal and Thambalagamam,
It seems that when Koneswaram was destroyed by the
Portugese, the Veddas changed their allegiance to the
new temple at Thambalagamam. The long continued
association of the Veddas with any temple seems to
indicate the antiquity of the shrine.

The great Agastiya after performing penance at
Vetharaniam in South India continued it at Tirukarasai
on the banks of the Mahaveli Ganga where a temple
was founded to Lord Parameswara. Later Agastiya
retired to Koneswaram and after receiving the lord’s
blessings proceeded to Thuvaddapuri to worship the
Lord Ketheeswarar (SHHCp.60 and DKM).

One fact is clear from the story of Agastiya that
before his time Koneswaram and Tirukketheeswaram
had already been in existence. The stories of Agastiya are based
on historical memories. These stories are the outcome of the
large movements of aryanization of South India and Ceylon.
It is the opinion of some historians that the ariyanization of
South India began about 1000 B.C. and reached its completion
before the fourth century B.C. These facts help us to form a
correct perspective of the founding of the temple.

St.Tirumular who belongs to a early Sidda school in
his great mystical work 7Zrumanthiram mentions Ceylon as
Sivabhumi— a land hallowed by the temples to Siva (T.M.V.
2747). This is further endorsed in the thirteenth century by
Umapathy Sivam, one of the Spiritual Patriarches of the Saivite
Church in his Kovi/ Puranam.

The Encyclopaedia Britannica says: “The Town
(Trincomalee) was one of the first Tamil settlements in
Ceylon”. (EB.Vol.22. pg.477).

According to Konesar Kalveddu the founding of the
Temple was in the year 512 Kali-Yuga on Monday the tenth day
of the month of Vaikasi (May-June). Current Tamil Almanac
- The panchchangam —given the year A.C. 1968 as 5070 Kali
Yuga. Therefore the year 512 Kali-Yuga will correspond to
B.C.2590. The founding of the temple at Konamalai was 4558
years ago from now.

Research scholars in archaeology like Sir John Marshal
states that Saivism is the oldest faith in the world and
that “Sivalinga Worship” was prevalent in the period of
Mohanjo-daro and Harappa. Fortunately today a team of
French archaeologists have found in Warka, a place in Irag,
a site contemporaneous with Mahenjo — Daro. Here too they
have discovered the same worship.

The discovery on urn- burials with skulls and bones in the
Puttalam district from 1926 t0o1957, the discovery of punch-
marked coins or puranas by Sir Paul E Pieris at Kaderodai

in 1918 and 1919, the unearthing of a vessel containing
punch- marked coins from a well at Mullaitivu in 1888, the
recent discovery of dolmenoid cists by Dr. S. Paranavitana
at Katiraveli in the North Eastern Coast and the statement
in Konesar Kalveddu that the temple was founded in 512
Kali-Yuga. All speak of the race that produced the marvelous
civilization of the Indus- Vally spread over India to Ceylon.
The pre- historic tombs of hyderabad, the pieces of pottery
found in the Tinnevelly District, all indicate the long trek of
the people from the Indus —Vally to Ceylon. The date of the
founding of the temple in 512 Kali-Yuga is not a ‘puranic’
exaggeration but seems to be a possibility in the light of
the foregoing facts.

TAMIL INSCRIPTIONS

A Tamil inscription that was found in the Koneswaram
Temple before it was destroyed by Constantine De Sa in 1624
gives the story of the founding of the temple. It was translated
by the most learned native and certified by an Ouviador
(Magistrate) of Ceylon and sent to his Majesty, the King of
Portugal. The translation reads as follows: “Manica Raju
Bau, Emperor of this Lancaue erected this Pagoda to the God

Vidia- Mal- Manda in the year........ (According to reckoning it
comes to be 1300 before the coming of Christ. There will come
a nation called the Franks who will destroy it, and there will be
no king to rebuild it once more’. This translation was found in
Codex 51 —VIII -40 in the Ajuda Library of Lisbon(JCBRAS
Vol XXX No, 80 p 449). There is no God as Vidia -Mal-
Manda. The Tamil words must be &f i, Gompmsifliid, wesor_LiipLd,
(Vedium, Matthalium, Mandapamum) — premises, edifices and
halls the builders dedicated unto the Lord.

As the French were well known in Syria, The people of
the East called all Europeans with some corruption of Franguis.
The Portuguese themselves were impressed by this prophecy. A
search was made for further evidence by examining the rocks
used for the building of the fort, but none was found.
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Mudaliyar C. Rasanayagam gives the following translation
of the Tamil inscriptions at the entrance of the Fort,: “O King!
The Portuguese shall later break down the holy edifice built
by Kulakoddan in ancient times and it shall not be rebuilt nor
will future kings think of doing so”,

PATRONS
483 B.C.

Vaipava Malararecord of the historical traditions of Jaffna
written by Mylvagana Pulavar makes a positive statement
that Prince Vijaya before assuming the kingship of the land
renewed the Koneswaram Temple in the east. Santhirasekaram
at Dondra Head in the South, Naguleswaram in the North and
rebuilt Tirukketheeswaram on the west, which had been in
ruins.(YVM p.6).

As the kings of Ceylon from Vijaya to Devanampiya
Tissa (247-207 B.C) were Hindus, Hindu institutions
flourished during this period. With the coming of Buddhism in
the third century B.C, Hinduism received a setback, but during
the long reign of King Elara (145-101 B.C), it regained its lost
position, though Buddism was the state religion.

Writing of events in the fourth century A.C. The author
of the Mahavamsa says: “ 7e King (Mahasena 1) built also the
Manihira Vihara and founded three viharas destro ying temples
of the Brahmanical Gods. The Gokanna Vihara and another

Vihara Erakavilla and a third in the village of the Brahman
Kalanda” (MV. (Geiger) Chapter, 37. V.41) All these places
were in the eastern coasts.

The author of the Yalpana Vaipava Malai who had no
knowledge of the Mahavamsa and the chronology of the rulers
of Anuradhapura says that during the reign of King Pandu in
the Saka era 358 (436 A.C) Kulakoddan), a Chola prince
repaired and restored the temple and made endowments for
the daily services of the Trincomalee temple. The Pandu kings
ruled at Anuradhapura from 433 to 460 A.C. The building of
the temple by Kulakkoddan is supported by the lithic record
that is now at the entrance to Fort Frederick.

Daksina Kailasa Manmiam which is a section of the
great Skanda Puranam (Sanskrit) of the Fifth century gives
a general survey of Hinduism in Ceylon. It says that from
very ancient times nine sacred shrines were famous for the
Hindus. Of these, seven are in India, and two in Ceylon namely
Koneswaram and Thirukketheeswaram.

In the Seventh century St. Sambandhar one of the four
most famous Saiva saints had sung the praises of this temple
in one * Pathikam’ containing eleven stanzas. The following
isa part of one stanza:

STCIS1Y EhGIE STTely (Daras
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“Konamamalai is the abode of our lord where the raging
walers of the sea scatter on the shore, sandalwood, ahil, precious
stones and pearls — all of value high”. (Ahil a fragrant wood
of North Ceylon was one of the ancient exporté of Ceylon
from Matota. Deforestation has brought this species near to
extinction).

St.Appar who was a contempory of St. Sambandhar
has referred to Koneswaram in one of his inimitable
Thiruthandagams.

BEGST TRITTSE KW GlusTys, ST
suflumust G Glusir s,

YSSTI Lesmmuh G Guusims,
G & 11 St Cimeiryf] G Glussir s,

LSS &L G GlusiT s, yaraflps e
Caugrrmil G Glusrous,

Gls&smy LTGETEITS SITGsar Glussar s, Hlsirm

Cl5iLis sirsmGlausir Gl sseramr G,

The Pallavas were great navigators. The culture of North
India found its way to the South through the Pallavas. The
civilization of the Tamil spread to distant lands of South East
Asia through them. The Bhakthi Movement a fervid emotional
surrender to God found literary expression in the Thevarams
of the Saivite Saints. Numerous temples were built by Pallava
kings for the first time in stone for worship of Brahma, Vishnu,
and Siva. Ceylon obviously marked a stage in their expansion
over South East Asia. They seem to have taken great interest
in Koneswaram, for some of the Sanskrit inscription unearthed
in the Trincomalee District are in the Pallava Grantha Script.
From the Pillars and decorated stones that were found in the
fort area, we have to infer that the tem ple was rebuilt by the
pallavas and it is the ruins of this building that is now in the
bed of the sea. :

Manavamma, son of Kassapa IT, when he was overthrown
by Dathopatissa fled to India where he took service with
the Pallava king. He partook in his wars. Afterwards
Narasimhavarman, the Pallava King helped him to regain the
throne of Lanka. Manavamma ruled for nearly thirty five years.
The Koneswaram temple might have been built during the
time of Manavamma (676-711) when the alliance between
Ceylon and the Pallava was strong.

It was during Pallava period (300-900 A.C) the Hinduism
became a living faith in South India. The new Hindu Rivival
had its own repercussions on the cultural history of the island.
It was during this period that the temple to Vishnu at Dondra
Head and the temple of Skanda, at Mavittapuram were founded.
This revival seems to be the explanation for the absence of
Buddhists in the Jaffna Kingdom when the Portuguese took
over the administration. Many Tamils who were Buddhists
might have become Hindus,

In South India, The pallavas gave place to the Cholas
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and the Pandiyans, and Ceylon came under the direct rule
of the Cholas in the eleventh century. The Chola built
many beautiful temples to Siva and Vishnu in Polonnaruwa,
Matota, Padawiya and Trincomalee Districts. They donated
land, cows, money, flower-gardens etc, for the maintenance
of these temples. Hindu institutions received considerable
patronage and support. At the same time they made donations
to Buddhist institutions and encouraged Buddhism(C.J.S.
Vol. ILp.p.185 and 199)

As the Kings of Ceylon who followed the Cholas at
Polonnaruwa had strong links with the Tamils they continued
to extend the same patronage to Brahmans and their temples as
in the days of the Cholas. Vijaya Bahu I (1070-1114) founded
Vijayarajeswaram at Kantalai. (E.Z. Vol. IV.p.24) (palmottai
Tamil inscription)

Vickrama Bahu II (1116- 1137), son of Vijaya Bahu I,
was a great devotee of Siva. He founed a Saiva shrine Vikrama
—cala-mega- Iswaram, at Magala also known as Vickrama
calamegaiswaram. (EZ Vol. 11l page 308)

Gaja Bahu II (1137 — 1153) son of Vickrama bahu,
founded the Siva Devale I at Polonnaruwa (JCBRAS Vol XXIV.
No.68. p.191) he made offering to Brahmans attached to
the temple of Koneswaram. (DKP I11.VV.95-97)

Parakrama Bahu I (1153- 1186) erected building for the
Brahmans, (Cul.Chap. 73.V.71). He also built thirteen Hindu
temples, restored and rededicated seventy nine ruined temples
to the Gods. (Cul. Chap. 79. Vv.19,22)

Nissanka Malla (1186-1197) built the Parvathi
Alms Hall at Kantalai. This small town was known as
Saturvedabrahmapuram —the city inhabited by Brahmans who
were proficient in all the four Vedas. Thus it will be seen that
all the kings who followed the Cholas at Polonnaruwa were
great supporters of Hinduism and Hindu Institutions.

ENSIGN

Kalinga Magha (1215-1244) was a staunch Hindu and
was the head of a new dynasty that began its rule over the Jaffna
Kingdom in the Thirteenth century. Vira Pandiyan invaded Ceylon
about 1263 and after his victory he left his ensign the double fish
at the main entrance of the sacred shrine of Koneswaram. This
ensign can still be seen at the entrance of the Fort. (U H C Vol. I
Part 1. P.685) This is endorsed by the Kudumimalai, South Indian
lithic record (AR No.356- 1906)

Later the Arya Chakravaties of Jaffna took some special
interest in the temple. One of these kings caused the Daksina
Kailasa Puranam (Tamil) to be written in praise of this shrine.
The Arya Kings of Jaffna were the custodians of Tamil learning
and Saivite culture for more than four hundred years from
thirteenth to seventeenth centuries,

The temple was under the direct management of the
Vanniya Chieftains of Trincomalee until the advent of the
Portuguese. These Chieftains were under the suzerainty of the

Kings of Jaffna and sometimes independent (Y V M p.12). The
Vanniya Chieftains of the North gave each a portion of their
revenue to the temple (Y VM p 12).

Many of the Tamil books refer to Koneswaram as Daksina
(South) Kailayam. Mt Kailas is known as Uttara (North)
Kailayam. One is in the mountains and one is in the sea. It
Is inferesting to note that Mt. Kailas and Trincomalee are in
the same Meridian. The Buddhists of Tibet used to go to on
pilgrimage to Mt. Kailas as the Hindus.

THE BOOKS
The books which deals with the story of the temple
are Dakshina Kailasa Puranam, (Tamil), Konesar Kalveddu,
Tirukonasala Anthathy, Tirukonasala Venpa, Machchapuranam,
etc. References have also been made by Arunagiri Swamihal,
Sekkilar Swamihal, Umapathy Sivam, etc.
Sekkilar Swamihal who lived in the Twelth century
says in his Periyapuranam.

QB BSI VLT EG1E sarflafs) Gons

winfl LjsoL @515 Glsraslse Wi ersatlsr
LosiTay Slu5é Cemsvorwnsy &g Glebissmr
Loy Sl it gemiots GLITm ausToTEIEL) Limip &

He (St.sambanthar) reached that town

and dwelt in comfort.
In Ilam surrounded by the raging sea
He enjoyed the site of the Konesar Hill
And Praised and worshipped and sang
The glories of the lord of the bull,

Shri Umapathysivachchariyar, one of the spiritual
patriarchs of the Saivite church who lived in the fourteenth
century in his Sivagnamak Kali Venpa has referred to
Tirukonamamalai temple.

LosiTsgy Sl é Genmsmr LomLensusleir LomsyeninGert
GCluiredrGar GsTGsomreL) Ligigeanm — [perreriss Gor
The Konesar Kalveddu gives in detail the duties allotted to
the administrators of the temple who were mostly chosen from
the Vellalas and given the dignified title of ‘Pandarathar’.
A Governor was placed over these and invested with the title
of Vanniya. The book further gives the duties and services
to be performed by Thanaththar, Varippaththar, and
Pasupathar (priests). It also explained the services to be
performed by the inhabitants of the neighbouring villages
towards the maintenance of the temple. The five types of town
servants as smiths, potters, barbers, washers and pariahs were
allotted lands for their maintenance. At Tham balagamam and
Kantalai, immense tracts of rice fields were dedicated to the
shrine. According to the temple Chronicles several princes
like Gajabahu, Jeyaveera Singai Aryan, Pararajasekaran
V, etc. have made endowments to the temple.
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These endowments have been endorsed by the Kankuveli
lithic record which was seen by the Dutch Governor Van
Sanden in 1786. He has made the following observation in
his diary of 20-5-1786. The record was in Tamil and when
translated it was as follows.

“The Wannia of Trincomalee and the seven headmen or
the Adipanrs of the village of Kankuveli have dedicated this
field and other advantages to be derived from that village to
their God Konainathan. Whomsoever intrudes on this gifts or
takes any of these advantages to himself will grievously sin,
this dedication was confirmed in the presence of two priests
of the casts, Eanam, and warrallepattoem.

Hugh Nevill also published this in his Journal
“Taprobanian.”

Arunagiri swamihal of Tirupugal fame has sung the
praises of this shrine in the fifteenth century.

DRSS [BTETLOmI LIGSSTET ST
Blp &G i) SNESTL CETUTL. ...

The temple priests were well versed in the four Vedas —It
is a temple with six towers.

Kathiramalai Pallu an outstanding work of the seventeenth
century says about this sacred hill. :

&Irdls) Glurpdlais Slards 16m56

&ire) UflE G Sl aIEs

17 SI6) Gl 69T CSHITEmT LOTLIEMAVEIILIE (5010

10668 SN BTGl EIs6T BTGl

The crest of the golden mount

The raging wind did wrench and hurl

It landed in the South and eventually

Come to be known as Konamamalal

Mahaveli Ganga surrounds this mount

And this river flows in our land (K P 8)

De Queyros an eminent Portuguese historian of the
seventeenth century says that the temple was “The Rome
of the Orient”. And was more frequented by pilgrims than
Rameswaram or Jeganath in Orissa. (De Queyros Bk II- p
236)

About this great shrine the same book says: “Over that
large harbor (Trincomalee) there juts out from the land into
the sea a rock on which the kings of Ceylon erected three
pagodas two at the extremities’ of the hill overhanging the
sea and one in the middle and the highest point which was
the principal one and one of the most venerated in India”(de
Queyros Bk 1-p.66)

Though the great temple was demolished the Paralai
Venayagar Pallu, a famous eighteenth century work of
Sinnathambypulavar refers to the sacred hill.

The shower that {2l near the crest of Konamalai flowed
down and encircled the fertile mountain region, at the same
time Worshipped the feet of Skanda Lord of the Vedda damsel.
(PVPV.7H)

Machchapuranam is another eighteenth century work
composed by vedamalaiappapillai, a South Indian in praise
of the Lord of Koneswaram.

One of the finest pieces of Tamil literature produced by
East Ceylon is the Tirukonasala Anthathy an unpublished work
by Subramanium Arumugam of Trincomalee It seems to be a
work of the early nineteenth century. The last stanza of the
Anthathy is the following: '

2 sgraTnilmarsy gomaumaflmaraupunr 10F)0
UsTTERTTISEYRLE USHTIsRTAE Us& FlsTLh GlITL
wsiremramiags umamallmaris ayminuL s
Qrsirarm iy (EsT SURPASIG] PILITLIGHT.

Dear Lord of Koneswaram — the sacred abode known as
the Southern Kailayam — bless me with instinctive devotion
towards you,fruitful actions and penetrating intellect; bless
me with an unwavering will, and a consciousness pure and
serene unblemished by enmity, wrath and falsehood. Destroy
my karmic sequence and the chain of transmigrations. Bless
me, O Lord! with the bliss of chanting your Holy Name.

SACRED RELIES

Fortunately in 1944 two images, a Vishnu and a
Mahalakshmi were unearthed inside the fort area. Later,
two bronze images one of Ganesha and the other of Parvati
(seated) were discovered accidently while digging a well ina
private garden (date unknown). The image of Ganesha found
in this place is one of the best of its kind in Ceylon or even
in India. A Trisulam (Trident) and a figure of a bird (the
traditional annam) perhaps the top of a lamp were unearthed
with the other finds.

Again on July 3,1950 a committee was appointed to decide
as to the image, the temple would be dedicated to when it was
rebuilt. The committee had to submit its report on August 6,1950
with regard to the restoration of the temple, and also to examine a
method of procuring a ‘Lingam’ from Benaras. On July 27, 1950
three images of Siva (seated), Parvati (standing), both of bronze
and a Chandrasegara (inferior metal) came to light just in time to
satisfy the long persistent and widespread yearning of the Ceylon
Saivites to rebuild the historic temple. It is good to note that
with the dawn of independence and with the rebuilding of
the temple, He (The Lord of Koneswaram) should reappear
from his long seclusion of 326 years to restore benign grace
on his numerous devotees. So far no images of Skanda has

Glurgsafla) Camemré HAsrg S been unearthed in the precincts of the sacred edifice. Images of
Glmyflfs g Glasiramid euflis g1 GLimii Nadarajah also have not come to light.
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The measurements and weights of the Trincomalee finds.
Siva (seated) 1’—8 14"x10” -70 Ibs
(more gold and copper)

Parvati(seated) 1"—4"x8” -30 Ibs
sl

Siva(standing) 1°---87x7” -25 lbs
(more white lead)

Parvati(standing) 1°-8” x5” -30 Ibs

(gold and copper)
Ganesha(standing)  1’-8"x 10%” -651bs
(more gold and copper)

Tirusulam [P -8 Ibs
(more brass)

Lamp Top (annam)  1°-5"x12” -7 lbs
(CC__ 3’_ ?9)

The seated Siva and Parvati are on two separate
cushions and are specimens of superb Chola metal work.
The Polonnaruwa finds of 1908 and 1960, are inferior to
the Trincomalee finds in beauty, grace and expression. The
Trincomalee Siva (seated) is the most outstanding example
of Hindu metal casting, and symbolism of the highest
conception of the Infinite. The Parvati (standing) is also
a rare specimen of the ingenuity of the great artists. The
Siva (standing) seems to be a crude specimen of an earlier
era. The image of Ganesha has few similar types either in
India or Ceylon in respect of its form Beauty and strength.
The statues of Vishnu and Lakshmi excavated inside the fort
in 1944 are definitely Pallava sculptures.

VANDALISM

It was New Year Day in 1624,the temple lamps were
lit and the ceremonies were in progress one after the other.
The processional statues of Siva and Parvati were taken in a
chariot from the hill to the town. A great crowd was followed
the chariot. The temple was deserted by the people who left
its premises. A ‘fifth column’ attack was engineered by
the Portuguese. Soldiers dressed as Hindu prists entered
the colossal temple and began to loot and plunder. Priests
and servants who remained in the temple were put to the
sword. The accumulated gold, silver : *2cls and treasures
of centuries were looted. Some priests escaped carrying with
them whatever things they could carry.

Later Constantine De Sa demolished ‘the temple of a
thousand columns’ in order to employ its materials for
the building of the Fort. It would have been a venerable
piece of hindu antiquity in this island had not the Portugese
destroyed it. Some of the images of this sacred edifice were
taken to Thambalagamam where later a temple was erected
by Rajasinha II (1635-1687) to the Lord Koneswaram (K P)
Before destruction of the temple a picture of the magnificent
building was drawn and its dimensions were also noted. The
picture was discovered in the Lisbon Library, and Mudaliyar
C. Rasanayagam has inserted it in his book “Ancient Jaffna”

on page 379. Tradition, oral and written states that the temple
had a thousand — pillared hall and a bathing tank in addition
to the halls and Courtyards.

Six years later retribution followed De Sa. Hindus and
Buddhists joined hands to avenge the destruction of Konesar
Temple. De Sa and his comrades were enticed to enter the
jungles of Badulla to conquer the Kandyan Kingdom. De Sa’s
Ceylonese fifth columnists fell on the Portugese soldiers and
slaughtered them to a man. No white man was left behind to
tell the sad tale.

Rodrigo De Sa The son of the Constantine De Sa
wrote apologetically for his father’s sins: “The Portugese
domination of Ceylon began to totter after the destruction
of the Koneswar temple and the regime gave way to the
Dutch.” Every action has a reaction not only is true in the
physical plane but also in the moral plane. Every cause has an
effect and every effect has a cause. This is one of the theory of
Karma. This is one of the greatest discoveries of the ancient
sages of India. None can escape these great moral laws.

As long as Dutch were in possession of Trincomalee no
permission was granted for public worship at Swami Rock.
When the British displaced the Dutch in 1795, Hindus were
permitted to perform their religious ceremonies at the sacred
rock.

Another important event in recent years is the erection
of a beautiful new shrine to the Lord of Koneswaram.
After Ceylon became independent many patriotic Hindus in
the Eastern Province and other leading members of the Hindu
public greatly longed for the restoration of this ancient shrine
and so in July 1950, these well wishers met and resolved to
collect the necessary funds for its restoration.

Thereafter, a splendid temple was erected to Lord
Koneswara at the ancient site and on March 3, 1963, the
sacred images were installed with appropriate ceremonies.
Once again after a lapse of 340 years Lord Koneswara and
his consort Mathummai Ammai have begun to bestow benign
grace upon their devotees. This in brief is the story of the
temple.

Our thanks must go to Mr. Mike Wilson and to Mr.
Rodney Jonklaas, two great underwater explorers who
discovered the ruined temple below the sea. The stone
column that was salvaged by them might be the ‘Lingam’ of
the old Koneswaram temple.

From all what has been said the following conclusions
may be formulated.

1. Trincomalee is one of the oldest sites of worship in the

world

Some sort of civilised religion existed in Ceylon before

the birth of the Buddha — Saivaism

The approximate age of the temple is about 3268 years

according to lithic records.

4. The temple was in continuous existance from 1300 B.C.
to the fourth century A.C. It might have been in ruins
between the fourth and fifth centuries. A.C.Though
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there was no temple between 1624 and 1963, there was
congregational worship at the sacred site afier 1800 to the
inauguration of the temple in 1963.

THIS EVIDENCE IS BASED ON THE
FOLLOWING BOOKS

2' :f,ge e O_fﬁthe i}tokanln 3 \’,,It};la,re 3 r?ot m:nfioneg. dif Al Ancient Jaffna -1927-Mudaliyar C. Rasanayagam
: e}nagn.l 55 ?ml_) & M S a} 5 an x Sl AR Archaeological Report (South India)
and its adjacent district formed a great principality under cJsS evion Jooemsl of Scicnce Vol II
a Governor as Vanniya. The people in the District had ¢y Culavamsa Part I and II (Geiger) -Dhammakitti etc.
allotted services to the temple in some form or other. The  pKp Daksina Kailasa Puranam (Tamil) - 14% Century
income from the neighbouring villages were allotted to Panditharasar
the temple. DKM aksina Kailasa Manmiam (Sanskrit) —fifth century AC

7. Tamil and Sinhalese Kings except Mahasena patronized  EB Encyclopaedia Britannica
the celebrated temple_ EZ prgmphla Zeylanica — Vol III and IV.

8. Kings and princes who endowed the temple alsoendowed ~ HSS H}'mns ofth.e Saivites Saints (Tamil) — seventh and
those who served the temple so that they might be above eight centuries. )
Nant JCBRAS Journal of the Ceylon Branch of the Royal Asiatic

9. The T.em le had an international reputation S

" St : P - : KK Konesar Kalveddu(Tamil) - 15% century? - Kavyrasa

10. The temple that was demolished by the Portuguese might Visothonn
have been built in the latter half of the seventh century Kainilii Pallu(Tamil) - 17* century
by the Pallavas. MV Mahavamsa- 6* century (Geiger) -Mahanama

11. The bronze images that were unearthed are definitely PP Periyapuranam (Tamil) -12% century- Sekkilar
Chola sculptures. Cholas seem to have taken great interest Swamihal
in the temple. PVP Paralai Venayagar Pallu(Tamil)-18" century-

12. The stone images that were discovered belong to the Sinnathambi Pulavar
Pallava period. SHHC A Sh9n History of Hinduism in Ceylon - 1964 —

13. The prophecy with regard to the destruction of the temple C.S.Navaratnam ;

o SR ?
by the Portuguese has accurately been foretold. SKV g“ an}a;n;akll(all Venpa — 14% century ~Umapathy

14. With the templ leus a great literature has b g

pr(l) duceii R B 8 S e ol st s TB Trincomalee Bronzes- 1953- Dr. W. Balendra
' k it o . TKP Tirukonasala Puranam (Tamil) -19* century-

15. The fortunes of Koneswaram is closely linked with the M.Muththukumarupillai,
fortunes of Ceylon. ™ Tirumanthiram(Tamil)-before the 8™ century-

16. The Koneswaram temple from the beginning of the Agamic Thirumular
period has been carrying out all religious ceremonies in ~ Tp Tirupukal(Tamil) -15" century —Arunagiri
accordance with the injunctions of the Agamas. Swamihal

17. Trincomalee was a great port from pre- historic times ~ TSCC  The temporal and spiritual Conquest of Ceylon-
and was a populous district that was colonized at a very Vol.1-IV-17* century- Father Fernao De Queyros
early date. TV Tirukonasala Vaipavam(Tamil) 19" Century V.

18. A walk round Fort Frederick will convince any searcher Ak%lasa}:nllax )
the awe- inspiring romance of those aged granite stones ~ UCHC  University of Ceylon- History of Ceylon Vol. I Part
over which time and war have flowed unavailing Tand II . 1 . ;

; : - ; YVM  Yalpana Vaipava Malai — edited by Mudaliyar
over the centuries. The old temple’s existence is . X
) - Kula sabanathan (Tamil) -18" century
incontrovertible. M
—Mylvaganapulavar.
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A.M.T TRANSPORT SERVICE

Exporters, preffefs, Govt, f?mpwt Contractors,
Custowms Clearing,
Forwarding Agents & Civil Coutractors

No. 230 & 232, Wolfendhal Street,
Colombo - 13, Sri Lanka

Tel: 0112451716, 0112451558, 0112470465,
0114602129/30, 021-2230397, 024-2226053
Fax: 0112342138
E-mail: amtbowser@yahoo.com, amttransport1@sltnet.lk
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