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I Thought...... You Called......

“Ayi... yai...yor...! Are you just watching Ambi playing sand ?”
Ambi was two when he put the socks meant for his foot on his
hands and became lamp.

“Ayi... yai...yor...! Ambi’s babbling something”. Ambi was four
year, a snap with the fingers made his lips swollen for saying
something that he didn’t understand. )

“Doy Ambi..... Suffering from head ache..... Get panadol and
gingerbeer.... go along the side of the road..... Look on both

sides and cross the road...... the shop keeper will cheat on the
balance..... Count and get the balance...... close the entrance
door carefully and go...... ” Before Ambi passed the entrance
door....... “You get in...... 7 Came from his father, Ambi stood

watching his father go with a soda bottle to the shop. Ambi was
fifteen. ‘

“Doy Ambi..... There’ll be roundup, don’t put on jeens... put
on shorts only then you’ll look a small boy” Ambi was eighteen
when he road on his father’s cycle pillion in shorts to tuition
class.

When he got the “Thinnamurasu” from Rasathee of the
opposite house...... “Why? You want to show that and this and
pull my child to you...... ” The mother quarreled. He watched
Rasathee, in surprise, confronting his mother. He turned red in
face and shy when Rasathee looked. Amb; was twenty five.

Ongoing to see a girl for Ambi...... “Ammah, I want to talk to
your child” ... When asked for the girl’s hand.... “Get up....
you... Ambi... this want suit our family...” Mother walked out

-10-



brusquely. Ambi was full of teethe smile... couldn’t shut tight
his mouth at the sudden change and the face turned crooked.
Ambi was twenty eight.

A wise saying “Experience is a wonderful comb, but by the time
it reached our hand we won’t have any hair on our heads”

When parents realized that Ambi needed worldly experience
the time had slipped away. He talked on his own and laughed
and lived in his world of imagination.

What affected Ambi’s imagination most was the history of king
Kulakottu, Which happened hundreds of years before. Neither
King Kulakottu nor his wife Arrdaka soundary did dominate
Ambi’s imagination but King Kulakottu’s charioteer

Mukilvannan and his wife Mullai did.
O O O

“The greatest hero who cut with mammoty the sod in eight
fold directions and cut the tree of seven span, tapped with a
foot to load, Yet before it fell, built, on earth a tank and therein
filled with roaring waters” (Carving on Koneshar Rock).

The graceful hero who cut the earth on eight directions and cut
a great tree of seven spans, Tapped to load with his foot and
before it fell, He built on this earth a holy tank and filled it full

with water...

“Ah... Ha... oh! Wonderful King. How could I praise your
patience?” Mukilvannan stood aghast watching the wide and
expanded Mukilvannan swiftly.

-11-



“Stop the chariot”. Shouting Mukilvannan ran fast behind the
chariot, the chariot stopped. The King alighted from the chariot
and walked along the Anicut towards the slew. Mullai jumped
off the chariot waving her hand. “Ah, Ha,! This indeed is the
greatness of a wife. May you be blessed, you who charioted the
chariot of the King in my absence”.

So saying, ran Mukilvannan towards Mullai, his Wife... seeing
Mukilvannan come running.... Mullai too ran... Mukilvannan

chased..... Mullai ran..... The thick forest approached.

“Oh goddess of the forest... Mullai, where do you run stop,
stop,”

“Thuwanda eppe .....” “Thuwanda eppe .....” (Don’t run).

The army that came chasing caught Ambi- Ambi was arrested
for attempting to Blast Kanthalai Tank with bombs, but
released later as being mentally affected.

O O O

At the Kings palace; Mukilvannan waited on the chariot, for
the King’s arrival. There was delay... whatever that delayed
the King’s coming....? Being on the chariot Mukilvannan
watched the palace balcony....... “Addada, Isn’t that my fairy
on the balcony, Mukilvannan waved his hands toward the
balcony.... Mullai waved from there... .” Mukilvannan Jumped
off the chariot and leapt the steps of the balcony not seeing
Mullai on the balcony Mukilvannan searched hither and
thither..... The police carried off Ambi who went on the water
tank mumbling Mullai... Mullai....

12-



Ambi was accused of attempting to poison the public water
tank.

The Judge “Why did you climb the water tank?”

“You Majesty...... 1 know of no offence....1 searched for Mullai
on the balcony. The guards have brought me here...... ” The
judge put his hand on his head, then ordered to produce the
case with a medical report.

Ambi was freed on the production of the medical report which
proved his mental affliction.

O O O

“The temple, belled Wa]ls and Tower — the beautiful
undamaged garden of flowers” (Carving on knoesher Rock)

“Ah, Hal.... wonderful!...... wonderful!..... Your majesty....
our service is indeed reat...” Mukilvannan sat for ettin
y : g 8 g

himself in the nanthavanam.

“Ada... my cookoo bird, the song bird of my paradise...... where
have you gone? When at this peak of Koneshar festival, where
has Mullai gone?” So pondering within himself “Mullai come
quickly, the pooja is going to stsrt... ” Tow lasses, one companion
dragging another by her hand went fast.... “Adi Mullai when
I’m here, where are you going? So saying...... ” Mukilvannan
suddenly grabbed Mullai’s hand.

“Palar!” (Slap) Amdi held his cheek.

1B s



“That poor one is insane. Why did you slap?” One companion
rebuked the other.

“Adi Mullai is it you slapped me? Answer me and go...... ” Agin
Ambi tried to get near the group of women. Ambi was ridiculed
and pushed out by the temple guards.

“Your majesty ...... Is this your kind justice...? You took my
Mullai away from me and attacked me with your guards....

majesty is this your kingly justice”

Ambi shouted aloud. The echo of the voice vibrated from low
to very high pitch of different tones.

Madness has worsened..... Is Ambi mad...?.

V.Gowripalan Translated by :- L.A.Leon.

THIRD EYE - MAY -1998
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Too much reality and

too litile dreams
By Nllika de Silva

“The Flightless Butterfly” by the Eastern University, finally
let the audience in on the evening’s entertainment. The wide —
eyed innocence and idealism of Ambi. the protagonist. was more
like what the battered Sri Lankan society of today would reach
out for. But realities being realities, society beats down his inquiring ‘
mind demanding the stereotypical youth of today.

The fact is that Ambi with echoes of the protagonist of
Vikurthi’ finally loses touch with reality, in this case not only due
to the ambition of his parents but even more so due to their caring
and over protectiveness. And doors are slammed even on caring
hands that reach out to pull Ambi to safety.

The use of music and stylized dance took the play to the
realms of dreamland and the butterflies that go on pilgrimage
each year guided the audience as they did Ambi to a different

plane, one his contemporaries would never understand.

Daily news. September -2000
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Creative drama at the universities
By Ruana Rajepakse

By the common consent of all, including the other students, The -
Eastern University’s production of “The Flightless Butterfly” stole the
evening. Hete was a production that was not only very relevant in its
theme but brilliantly presented with nature’s beauty and an ancient legend
being used to highlight the realities of contemporary life in the Eastern
Province. ¢

As in Somalatha Subasinghe’s “Vikurthi”, the protagonist — this time
a boy, "Ambi” — cannot reconcile his own dreams with the demands of
the competitive world around him. His parents, both over-ambitious and
over-protective, are upset when he fails to get good grades, while his
schoolmates taunt him when he asks ‘Silly’ questions about the droves
of butterflies going to pilgrimage to the sacred mountain. Later when
Ambi reaches marriageable age, his mother rejects a proposal beceuse,
in her view; the girl would not make a good daughter-in-law.

Ambi, in the meantime dreams of a beautiful princess of legend
and, he a hallucinatory moment starts climbing onto the bound of the
tank, believing he will meet his beloved there. This being the real world
however, he is promptly arrested under police on suspicion of trying to
poison the water tank. However, the play avoided becoming polemical
and, while Ambi’s arrest by Sinhala speaking soldiers is carried out with
inevitable roughness, the next scene shows State Counsel in Court
moving for the release of the young man back to his parents on the
grounds of his mental unfitness.

The final scene show a completely disoriented Ambi at the Kovil, still
chasing butterflies and dreaming of his princess, with the head priest
and worshippers turning their backs on him.

The drama was. professionally presented, with on-stage music, and
a well-trained group of actors. Like the sabaragamuwa team, all the
actors remained on stage throughout, Using slight but effective costume
changes to convey the different characters. :

Thelsland September — 2000.
-16-
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“THE FLIGHTLESS BUTTERFLIES”

( AWORK - SHOP PLAY )

PARTICIPANTS
A. RAJEEVANEE FRANCIS
A. LALLINI TISSEVERASINGHE
MYTHREYE SOMASUNDARAM
PREHASHINI JEEVARETNAM
K. HARIHARARA]
W. DHARMENTHIRA
BRITTO ITHAYARAJ
P. VIJENDRAN

WORK - SHOP FACILITATION AND STAGE CREATION
BY S. JEYASHANKAR

SCRIPT IN ENGLISH
S.M. FELIX

SCRIPT IN TAMIL
V. GOWRIPALAN

ADAPTED FROM A THAMIL SHORT STORY BY
V. GOWRIPALAN.

JULY - AUGUST 2000.
WORK - SHOP ORGANISED BY:

ENGLISH LANGUAGE TEACHING UNIT.
EASTERN UNIVERSITY, SRI LANKA.

-41-



SCENE ONE

(Ambi is on the Bound. In the background is heard tank-related
sounds: sounds of breaking waves on the bound: sound of a cool
breeze: the “tuk, tuk” noise of woodpecker pecking a tree, etc,.

this goes on for a while. It is followed by a rendering of the verses
from the stone inscription of the tank)

Ambi:

(The voice is heard from the behind the seene.)

A hoe of eight fold directions

To cut down a tree of seven span
Tapping with a foot to topple,
Yet, before it fell

A tank he built on earth,

And therein filled roaring waters,
Oh, virtuous king.

Marvelous, Oh, the King Kulakottan, marvelous.
Cutting the earth on eight directions: cutting down
the trees of seven spans, tapping with a foot to topple:
and yet, before it fell, you built a tank on the earth:
filled, full with water. Oh, Your Majesty, how could |
praise your patience?

(tuk, tuk: the sound of the woodpecker pecking the tree: sound
of the horses’ hoofs in the background.)

Mullai rides the Royal Chariot — passes Ambi. Ambi, startled,
turns his head towards the chariot and cries aloud.

Ambi:

Stop, stop the chariot. Mullai stop I'm Mulivannan,
your husband. Stop the Chariot. (runs behind it.)
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Chariot stops. Mullai alights from it, waves her hand at Ambi.

Ambi: Ah hal this indeed is the greatness of a wife. May you
be glorified —you who in my absence is the charioteer
of the King. ‘

Mullai moves on. Ambi gives chase. Mullai runs Ambi runs behind.

Ambi: Oh, Mullai the Princess of the Forest. Where do you
run? Stay, ahead is the forest. Stop don’t run. (Mullai
leaves the stage.)

Soliders:  Stop, stop, Don’t run Duwanda eppa. You'll be shot.
(Ambi runs. Soliders give chase — catch Ambi. They
struggle.)
An officer (enters): What’s happening? Who's he?
A solider:  Sir, he’s come to blast the tank with bombs. He tried
to run away when he saw us. We had to give a chase
before we apprehended him.

Officer: ~ Put him in the bunkers. We’ll see later.

All exit. -

SCENE TWO

~Ambi’s house:Amma is ironing Ambi’s shirt. Father is painting
Ambi’s bookshelf.

Ambi: Amma shall I iron my shirt?
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Amma:

Father:

What? How many times I've told you not to talk such
nonsense. Do you wantto  burn your fingers? Do
your studies, instead.

Has Ambi started minding other’s business? ( to
mother) First he asked me whether he could paint his
bookshelf. | warned him to mind his own business,
He doesn’t learn,(to Ambi) Why don’t you do your
home work? Or revise your lessons?

Ambi (reads); The King Kulakotan lived during the 14 century.

Ambi:

Amma:

Father:

Amma:

Father:

Ambi:

Father:

History records that King Kulakotan built the famous
Koneswara Kovil and the tank which is presently
known as the Kantale tank.

Amma, my Sigiriya Trip? Tomorrow the last day for

" giving names. All my classmates are going.

That subject’s closed.
What'’s it?
Ambi’s class’s going on a trip to Sigiriya.

Sigiriya? You’re only in year ten. You ‘re too young to
go there.

But..... Amma all my classmates are going.

| don’t care about your classmates. You're not going.

Ambi (reads): King Kulakottan had a trusted charioteer by the

name of Muhilvannan. Muhilvannan and his beautiful
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wife Mullai occupy a special place in history as loyal
servants of the King Kulakottan.

Ambi: (to himself): How lucky, my friends, they must be getting

ready now.

Chorus in the backstage.

Where're you going my friends
Where’re you going?

We're going to Sigiriya, Ambi,

We're going to Sigiriya.

Why go there my friends,

Why go there?

To see the majestic rock in its splendor, Ambi,
Maijestic rock in its splendor.

What else you see there my friends,
What else you see?

Damsels painted on walls, Ambi,
Damsels painted on the walls.

Have a good trip, my friends,

Have a good trip.

We pity you Ambi,

We pity you.

Mother and Father talking to each other.

Father:

Mother:

These days it’s not safe to send children anywhere. |
don’t understand why schools organize such trips.
Who'll guarantee the safety of our children? | must
talk to the principal. '

Talk to Ambi’s class teacher too. Even sending the
children to school is a risk, leave alone the trips. I'm
on pins until Ambi returns home from school -

explosions of bombs, round — ups....
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Father:

Mother:

Father:

Ambi (to himself): Enjoyed? Holding my father’s hand, being

chorus

Identification parades in front of hooded men
what and what responsibilities we parents have. (after
a short pause) We're giving Ambi the best we can.
It’s been the same always. Do you remember (Ambi
listens) when Ambi was seven years old?

Yes, yes. He wanted to go to the “ther” festival with
the children of the neighborhood. Those young boys
wanted to go all by themselves. | clearly remember
you refused to allow him. How he cried' the whole
evening! He even refused to take dinner.

But, then | took him myself. I'm sure he enjoyed it. |
even bought him an ice-cream and a toy gun, AK 47.

dragged behind.

Who goes with you, Ambi
Who goes with you?
That’s his father.

That’s his father.

Why hold his hand, Ambi,
Why hold his hand?

For his safety, of course,
For his safety.

What see you there, Ambi
What see you there?
What shows his father
What shows his father.
You see ther, Ambi

You see ther?
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(Ambi):

Father:

Mother:

Father:

Mother:

Father:

Father in between
Ther and me, ther and me

(turning towards Ambi): Ambi run up to the corner
shop and get me two panadol and a ginger beer. The
smell of his paint causes me migraine. Take this twenty
rupee note. Two panadol - three rupees, ginger beer
thirteen fifty. That’s sixteen fifty, the balance is (Ambi’s
getting ready to leave) three fifty.

Wait Ambi change your black shirt. There’re army
men all over the place.

Go along the side of the road. Look on both sides
before you cross Don’t stand on the road, talking to
your friends.

Don’t go in your jeans, wear shorts. You look small in
that.

Ambi looks too big for his age.

. He can get his I.C. only next year.

(Ambi is about to leave with an empty ginger beer bottle).

Father:

You wait. The army convoy usually passes at this time.
You better do your studies.

(Father leaves with the empty bottle)

End — Scene
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1 “Ther” — A chariot on which images of Hindu gods are placed

and drawn by bullocks along streets during Kovil
Festivals.

Scene — Three

(A/L class settings)

Teacher:

Student 1:

Teacher:

Ambi:

Student 3:

Our next topic is the life cycle of the butterfly. We've
already dealt with the classification. You should be
through in that section.

Five marks are awarded for classification and ten
marks for the life cycle. You can’t afford to lose any
marks on this. Now the life cycle of the butterfly. There
are foyr stages; the egg the caterpillar or the larva
the chrysalis or the pupa, and the adult, that is the
butterfly.

If you have any questions you may ask me. Only up
to this point.

Miss do all insects have this type of life cycle?

No, not all. This is not a characteristic of the class
insecta.

Miss, swarms of butterflies fly towards Kathirgamam
in January every year. Is it part of their life cycle?

They go on a pilgrimage, if you like you too can join
them. (All students laugh)
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Teacher:

Student 2:

Teacher:

Student 3:

Ambi:

Student 1

Student2:

Teacher:

Student 3 :

( to Ambi):

Silence. That”s out of point. Nobody is going to ask
this'‘question on the exam. | have studied the question
papers of of the past five years. And I'm sure there ‘Il
be a question on butterflies this year.

Ambi’s always like that Miss, asking questions out of
the syllabus.

Your time is short, but the syllabus is wide. You must
pick and choose what’s necessary for your exam.

(to Ambi): ask that question again. (to teacher) Miss,
Ambi wants to ask a question.

Miss, what | want to say is .... Butterflies are beautiful..

(to Ambi): Shut up don’t start your TV. serial again.
You should have studied in the Arts stream.

Ambi wanted to join the Arts stream Miss. His father
only put him here. ‘

That’s immaterial. Now you're here, you must work
hard. (to all students) Your parents want you to
become doctors. It’s your duty to fulfill their
ambitions. How many of you will enter the university,
that | have my doubts.

(quietly) Archimedes is going to ask an important
guestion.

Miss has not answered your Kathirgamam question,
ask her. (To teacher® Miss Ambi wants to ask a

question.
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Teacher

Ambi:

Teacher:

Student 1 :

Teacher:

Ramesh;

Ambi:

(to student 3): Ramesh, you're spooling Ambi. Are
you his mouthpiece.?

But, miss, butterflies...

I've told you a number of times, passing the A/L is
not enough.

It’s the aggregate marks that counts, Whatever you
study, you must memories. If you don’t memories,
then don’t expect to enter the University.

(to Am!;i): You and your butterflies.

(to teacher) Ignore Ambi, Miss he lives in fantasy land.
(to Ambi) Because of you.

A lot of time has been wasted.
All right. One of you read these notes aloud, others
take down, Do it quietly. (teacher hands over the

note book to Ramesh and leaves)

Ambi, read these notes aloud. Come to the front.
(Ambi comes to the front)

Ambi, butterflies, beautiful,
Very beautiful, aren’t they?

yea Ramesh, they’re beautiful,

The petal like wings, Lovely hues of different shades,
So soft and smooth,
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Aon each of which a pattern stands.
With lovely pink and purple spots,
See how thy glide,

Flapping their wings

So gently,

Like a ballet dancer.

(Ambi is absorbed in his thoughts. Students mime the actions.)

Students: Wa, wonderful, you're a philosopher, Ambi.
Student 3: Ambi, once more.
Ambi: (Continues)
Hundreds and hundreds of butterflies
On their way to Kathirgamam.
Their shadows like clouds
Covering the green grass below
Like the souls of the departed
Flying in the clear sky.
Oh, how | wish
| were there.

All students: Eureka, eureka, our Archimedes has done it again
(all laugh).
Student 3: At this rate, Archemedis’ll become Mendel.

Student 1: Mendel or Mental.

Student2: Not only Ambi, all of us will be fIylng like butterflies.
( mine the action)

Student 3: Who knows? Ambi’ll become a mental doctor, one
day.

Stuent 2: To treat us. (all laugh)
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Ambi: Mabhes....
Mahes: Oh, leave us Ambi. We've better things to do than

listen to your Mini Ramayana.
(They take the note book from Ambi and leave)

Ambi: (to himself): How happy you must be
Oh, butterfly.
How | remain,
So lonely, dejected,
No pme tp sjare
My feelings with...

Voice: how he remains,
So lonely, dejected,
No one to share
‘His feelings with....

Chorus:  But the water of the lovely tank
The gently breeze.
The butterflies
In their thousands
Drifting over the woods
So dark and deep,
The call of the birs,
The far horizon.

Are all yours, Ambi.

Your world
Is your Own Ambi.
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Scene — Four.

(Ambi’s house. “Ambi is seated, lost in his thoughts. A knock on
the door is heard) :

Ambi’s mother (from another room):

Ambi, see who's knocking on the door. | don’t know
what you’ve been doing from morning. Sitting there
and just brooding. You've been doing this for the last
four years, since you failed you're a/L.

(Ambi rather reluctantly walks to the door and opens it. Rasathi
comes in, holding a weekly in her hand.)

Ambi:

Rasathi:

Rasathi.

Ambi:

Rasathi: .

Ambi:

(forgetting himself): A....i, Mulla....i.
Stop this madness. Call me

Here read this “Thinamurasu” without idling all the
time.

(takes it, then after a second thought — what’s the
use? Everything is over for me.

You're in a dull mood, Ambni. Are you bnstill
worryi8ngabout..... about that proposal? Forget that.
Why do you want to take it so seriously?

(getting lost in his thoughts)
She was so beautifuyl.
Smiled at me so lovingly.
Moved like a swan,

Clad in rainbow colours.
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Rasathi:
Ambi:

Frasathi:

Mullai waiating ready to embrace Muhilvannan,
Bsedie the “Ther” on the banks of the tank.
Butterflies in their thousands.

Heralding the good news.

Of like ... So sweet.

Bniut, uyoiur mother didn’t like her.
Oh, how she longed to talk to me.

You talked to her Ambi?
(Mother overhears the conversation as she enters)

Mother (angrily): Talk toher, Ambi didn’t d\go there to talk to her.

Rasaathi:

Mother:

Rasathi:

Mother:

We went there to see dthe girl. .... Whether she would
be a good daughter -in~law for me. But she wanted
to talk to Ambi. What a disgrace?

We, the elders were seated talking about dowry and
donation.... She wanted to take Ambi to aside and talk.
Shame. Decent girls don’t do that.

What did Amni do? Aunty?

What's there for him to do? Ambi’s not brought up
in that manner. | told him then and there, in the
presence ofll: “Ambi is is not the girl for lyou. Let’s
get out from her.” | left the place immediately talking
Anbi with me.

Ambi’s very much worried aunty.

Worried? (noticing the weekly in Ambi’s hand) You
gave him that? (getting angry) How dare you give



him this and that do entice my son? I don’t like the
way you talk to him. Why do you want to talk to him
about his marriage? You have no business with him.
Girls of your age should have modesty, trying to hang
on to my son.

Rasathi (getting angry): Oh, your son is Salmon Khan, for me to

Mother:

Rasathi:

go behind him. Everybody knows about your son, he
crazy he is, you think he’s still baby. He’s twenty five
years. You still tell him what to do, what to eat, how
to dress and to walk. You’ve never given him a chance
to decide on anything. It’s because of you, he’s like
this. You compelled him to do Science subjects in A/
L, how much he wanted to do Arts subjects. When
he failed the exam, you put the blame on him. Aunty,
now the world’s different. Ambi belongs to this words,
our world, and not your world. Remember that ,oh,
how | pity him.

you needn’t tell me about my son. And we don’t need
your pity, either (grabs the weekly from Ambi’s hands

and throws it at Rasathi.)

Let this be your last visit to this house. Never step
into this house ageing, never.

(gathers the Weekly) (to herself) These people never
change. Poor Ambi. (She leaves)

(Ambi turns the pages of a book aimlessly.)

1 - Thinamurasu — Weekly magazine.
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Scene — Five

Ambi is on the Chariot, waiting for the king.

Mullai appears on the balcony, Ambi is excited, He waves his hand.
at Mullai. She waves at him back. Ambi jumps down from the
chariot.

Ambi: Oh my princess, there on the balcony,
Mullai,Mullai.

(tries to climb up the balcony, but his feet slip. Ambi tries again
searches for Mullai up in the balcony)

Ambi: Mullai, Mullai, where did you go? My angel, my
princess, my goddess. .

Ambi searches for Mullai, running here and there, excited.
Policemen enter, catch Ambi, hold him tight and take him away.
Ambi murmurs: Mullai, Mullai...

End Scene five

Court Scene

Lawyers, Ambi’s father, mother and others rise when judge enters
Ambi is in the box.

Judge sits and others follow suit.

Court Mudaliyar : Case No: PC 1316 Kantale.
The accused is Nathan Vadivel alias Ambi.
Arrested under the Prevention of Terrorism Act.
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(to Ambi)
Repeat what | say:
I say the truth ....., and nothing but the truth.

Ambi: Your Majesty, | know nothing, but Mullai.

Mudaliyar: (getting angry) Repeat only what | say.
Your majesty, sh..... no, no....., my Lord,
What | say is the truth ......
(grabs Ambi’s hand, forces him to take oath)

State council :
My lord, the accused is charged under the Prevention
of terrorism Act, with

An attempt to poison the water in the reservoir. Which serves
hundreds and hundreds of villagers.

Judge: Are you guilty or not guilty.

Ambi: Your Majesty, | was searching for Mullai in the balcony,
when the guards brought me here.

Judge (to the lawyer) : What does he say?

State council :
My Lord, the behavior of the accused has been found
abnormal, this Medical report (submits) supports my

statements, Under these circumstances,

The state wishes to withdraw the case against the
accused.

Judge (after reading the medical report): According to this report,
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the accused suffers from mental imbalance, he needs psychiatric
treatment. | dismiss this case and order the accused to be released
to the custody of his parents.

The court is adjourned. (Judge leaves.)

End Scene Six

Scene Seven ,

(Temple setting)

Voice : Konesweram Kovil
On the hill top
The sky above

And the sea below,
Serene atmosphere.
Images of gods
Showering Blessings
On crowds of devotees,
Chanting prayers.
Koneswaram
Koneswaram.

Ambi : Ah, ha.
Marvelous,
Oh, King Kullakottan
Your service is noble.
How this enchanting atmosphere
Mesmerizes me.
My cuckoo bird of the garden of flowers.
Mullai,
Where have you gone?
Konesha Kovil
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Festivity at its peak,
Where have you elude me,
My Mullai?

(Voices of women are heard)
Ah, that’s the voice

Of the angel of my heart

It’s the melody that lingers
Long after the cuckoo bird

And the mynah bird have sung.

(A group of women go past Ambi)

Woman 1 : hey, come quickly, the pooja’s about to begin.
Ambi; aai, Mullai.

I’ m here. Where do you go ?

( Ambi pulls the hand of a woman. She slaps him.)
Woman 1: He’s mad. Why did you slap him?

Woman 2 : Nonsense.

Ambi: Ai,Mullai.
You slapped me? .
(Ambi tries to go near the woman. Guards of the temple assault
Ambi.)
Ambi : (loud)  Oh, King
Is this your royal justice?
You removed my Mullai from me.
And allowed your guards to assault me.
Is this your justice?

End Scene.
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THE EXPERIENCE OF BEING A
PARTICIPANTIN THE PRODUCTION
OF THE PLAY
“FLIGHTLESS BUTTERFLIES”.

Antoinette Rajeevani Francis

“The Flightless Butterflies” was a drama produced by the Eastern Uni-
versity of Sri lanka for the Inter University Drama Festival held in Au-
gust 2000 at the Bishops College Auditorium Colombo. Though the audi-
ence saw the finished product, they had no means of understanding the
complex emotions and experiences which we, the participants, went
through, in the process of the production of this drama. At the request of
our Director Mr. Jeyashakar, 1’ ve tried to capture the essence of our
experience and convey it in this paper, which I hope will enable those
who have seen “ The Flightless Butterflies” to understand and enjoy it
more completely.

Miss Mythree, one of the participants and myself first went to meet
Mr.S.Jayasankar at the Department of Fine Arts. It was then that he told
us about the “Inter-University Drama Festival” and the importance of
an original script. He suggested a tamil script which could be translated
into English which dealt with problems faced by the widows of war. L had
my reservation as to whether a Tamil script could be translated into
English without its losing its originality and beauty.

Our second meeting was at the English Unit where. Vijandran , Ithayaraj,
Lallini, Pragaini, Mythree and myself, who were all to perform in this
play met with Mr. Jayasankar, Mr. Kirupaharan, and Mr.Felix. It was
Mr.Felix who suggested that instead of translating a Tamil script into
English it would be better to write a script of our own. Mr. J ayasankar
then sugested that we first find a theme for out drama and duild our
script on this. And so with this in mind we organized our subsequent
meetings.

Many different ideas were put forward pertaining to the problems our
area faced. The problem of war V\gdows and children was a subject



which seem to get a lot of enthusiasm. Also the concept of what this
war’ s effects were on the current and future genertion of leaders, espe-
cially as they (including us ) have grown up with this war and how this
could affect the future of our country. Has it bred a group of individuals
who not out of selfishness but out of sheer need isolated themeselves
from the prblems faced by their country and community. and were not
jolted out of this existence unless someone very near to oneself was
affected? And even then the philosophy  Life must go on” seemed at
the very core of their existence. These wre some of the ideas put for-
ward by the group and discussed. I found that couldn’ t place myself in
many of the situation discussed but the last point seemed very familiar as
that was something 1 could relate to very easily.

As time went by these discussion were less well attended. We had a few
discussion during our June vacation but even these dwindled to stand still
and for about a month we had no further contact with the other members
of our group.

Around early July Mr. S.Jayasankar called us again and arranged a meet-
ing at his home. As much time had gone and the drama festival was
nearing, he had got a short story written by Mr. Gowripalan. It was the
story of “AMBI” a young man who had been over protected by his
parents. As a result he turns to the world of dreams for solace, being
unable to face the real world. Mr Jeyasankar asked us what we thought
about this short story being turned into a drama. We felt thet at times
Amdi s problems were quite relevant to each of us. We however won-
dered whether we colud be able to capture Ambi ‘s loneliness and his
helplessness and give the audience a character they could acknowledge
as a part of our society and relate to themeselves? One thing that struck
us was that to show his parents as the sole cause of his condition would
make them seem unnatural. so while showing them to be over protective
We thought of showing how his own ontemporaries and friends as well
as socilety in general, affected him. We were also worried adout the
dialogue. Would it bring out the individual characters? Or would all the
characters sound alike thus making it uninteresting and far from reality?

We had many discussions on the various aspects of the drama. We dis-
cussed different scenes possible, the various characters and their char-
acteristics, the way different people thought placing themselves in the
positions of the charcters and the dialogue possible. Mr. Felix and
Mr.Gowripalan wrote the dialogueglindividually, we were also encour-



aged to write. They were then compared and discussed until everyone
was satisfied with the scene. This brought out many ideas and angles.
which would otherwise have been overlooked. This point was very evi-
dent once when we were discussing the characteristics of Rasathy, Mr.
Jayashankar, Mr. Felix and the others talked about her as being a calm
and collected person, even when Ambi ‘s mother scolded her, but some-
thing seemed very wrong in this scene. It was Lalini who pointed out that
any girl who felt she was being insulted wouldn ‘ t keep quiet even if she
thought she was showing disrespect. This was a turning point in that
scene and the drama. This made Rasathy’ s character one which any
person who was trying to help another only to be rejected and abused
could relate to.

During the formation of this drama we all had a lot of doubts. We just
couldn’ t comprehend how this drama would turn out. We seemed to be
doing a lot of bits and pieces of a lot of things but no one had any idea
what the finished product would be. One thing that kept us going was
Mr. Jeyashankr’ s cool confidence. He never seemed to have any doubts
that we would produce a drama that was exceptional. This gave us the
courage to go on even when we were very unsure of ourselves.

The process of forming the drama was unusual and new to all of us. It
gave us the chance to discuss many subjests, which we had never dis-
cussed objectively. As the days went by our group formed a rapport.
which 1 for one had not found in the University. Characters and their
characteristics, the influences of culture on our sociéty and the influ-
ences of the war climate of our coumtry on our daily lives were a few of
the subject we discussed. It bruodened our views on these sujects and
made us think on issues we usually hid even from ourselves Mr.
Jeyashankar had the ability to keep our group together and get the best
out of us. Both he and Mr. Felix kept encouraging us to give the best we
could. But this didn’ t stop us from feeling that we were not doing well
what we should be doing.

One thing that was new to all of us was the dancing we had to do. I was
scared stiff that I 'woild make a mistake and upset everyone. The drama
was also unusual to us as when we were not acting we were part of the
chorus, which meant we were always in view of the audience. This added
to the tense feeling as we couldn’ t go off stage at anytime. During the
course of our drama Mr. Jeyashankar had it videotaped and we watched

-62-



it. The drama was good, the dancing was good, the acting was good but
something made us look pathetic even to our own eyes. What gave us
this effect, none of us could fathom. Lailni, pragashini, Mythree and I
discussed this matter but we couldn’ t pinpoint what the problem was.
When we talked it over the next day something made us discuss how we
looked. we had been practising from morning on the day the drama wes
filmed and all of us were exhausted and that showed on our faces. But
more than that we had all looked terrified, especially during the dancing.
and were very tense. This was what had caused us to look pathetic.
This was another turning point in the drama because after this we all
started to conscionsly relax and actually enjoy ourselves during the per-
formance. A few days before we traveled, we performed before the
staff of the Arts faculty. Performing in front of an audience helped us a
lot and gave us all a lot of confidence.

The journey to colombo itself was an experience that I think none of us
would forget. We were supposed to leave at 8.00 a.m. We reached the
University around 11.00a.m and were further delayed till around 1.30p.m
due to some incomplete paper work. We reached Colombo around 8.30p.m
After dinner we practised our lines and went to bed. The next day we
had a practice at the Univesity Guest House. Then we went for a re-
hearsal at Bishops College Auditorium.

Rehersing at Bishop’s college Auditorinm was an experience in itself.
The stage was beautiful. It was mush larger than any of the stages we
practised on, so we had to reset our dancing to suit the stage We re-
hearsed there for 2 hours.

The Drama Festival started at 7.00p.m Our performance was the third
that evening. Watching the first 2 performances gave us a chance to
relax before the performances. We were a little tense when our drama
started but we soon began to relax. It was the first bursts of laughter and
applause that really gave our perfomance a life of its own. The knowl-
edge that the audience understood and appreciated what we were trying
to communicate, encouraged us and infused us with a vigor that made
our performance that night something special. The feeling of satisfac-
tion which we felt the night after the performance made all the hard
work and the hours we put into the drama well worth the while, and it
gave us a feeling of contentment whish none of us will ever forget.
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