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Tears of the child” Achildren’s play, Based on Kulanthai M.Shunmugalingam's
“Paalukku Paalahan” and the original story of Anttenio Gramsci.

Translated Into English by S.M.Felix.
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Celebration of similarities and differences

The play “Tears of the Child” tries to depict the importance of
self-consciousness of Men about their living environment.

Basically it’s a children play but it carries and shares thoughts for all.

The modern education theories and the concepts of development
which are designed in modern academic institutions are profit oriented and
even the concepts of Civilization are Men centric and celebrate the power
of Men over all other spices and environment of the world.

The modern knowledge system made by men had constructed
that the Men as the centre of the Universe and failed to recognize even the
role of women in its history.

It’s the History of the Traditional and the Modern World.

Third Eye Local Knowledge and Skill Activists Group is committed
itselfin joining hearts and hands with the world over to create a world for
all the spices and the living environment where similarities and differences
are being celebrated and honored.

The play “Tears of the Child” is a drop in that ocean of making
the celebration of similarities and differences the world over.

- 8. Jeyasankar -
December 2006
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TEARS OF THE CHILD

(All characters stand in a semi-circle on stage. ‘Mountain‘sits on a high
platform. Mousie is in the centre at the front of the stage. When the curtain
rises, all the characters on stage caw thrice, followed by the cawing of a

single crow, which then returns to its place. Now, the child cries, which
makes Mousie excited. He runs about nervously and speaks.)

Mousie:

Mousse:

Goatie:

Mousie:

Goatie:

Mousie:

Goatle:

My heavens! I’ve drunk the child’s milk! What a dreadful
thing! Where can I go for milk now? The child is '
screaming. Where do I go for milk now?

(As Mousse is thinking timidly, Goatie bleats. Mousie
gets encouraged and speaks delightedly.)

Let me go to Goatie akka! Goatie akka, Goat-tie akka!
Hi Mousie thambi! Why do you come so hurriedly?
Could you give me some milk please akka? -

Milk? Why do you need milk now?

I drank the milk of a sleeping child. She’s awake now and
crying for milk.

(The child screams. Mousie runs to the child hurriedly and
returns.)

Oh, no Mousie thambi! It’s a long time since I’d a good
meal of grass. I’m just existing on dry leaves and twigs.

How can I give you milk?
-24-
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Mousie:

soatie:

Mousie:

Goatie:

Mousie:

Goatie:

Mousie:

Goatie:

Mousie:

Mead:

Mousie:

Mead:

Mousie:

Mead:

(thinks) What do I do for milk now?

Thambi, you do one thing.

What?

You find me some green grass and I’ll give you milk.

Is it true? You’ll give me milk if T give you green grass?
Yes, certainly.

All right. I’1l return with green grass. (Runs, stops) Bye!
Bye!

(As Mousie hurries away, Goatie speaks)

Take care thambi, take care!

(thinking) Yes, yes, let me go to Meadow amma! (Runs)
amma, meadow-amma!

Why do you run like this? Why are you so excited? Is the
Caty chasing you?

Oh no, nothing like that! I need a favour from you now.
Oh come on! What can I do for you?
Please, Meadow amma, could you give me some grass, please?

Grass? Don’t you see my pathetic condition? I’m so dry

without water. If you ask me for grass, what can 1 do?
-26- ’



Mousie:

Mead:

Mousie:

Mead:

Mousie:

Mead:

Mousie:

Mead:

Mousie:

Mead:

Mousie:

Pondo:

What can I do for grass now? The child may still be crying!
What? A child crying?

Yes, I drank the milk of a sleeping child. I went to Goatie
akka for some milk, and she wants green grass.

So, you can do one thing. If you give me water, I'll give ydu
green grass.

IfI give you water, you’ll give me green grass?

Why not? If not you, who’ll get green grass from me?
Promise?

Definitely, for the sake of the child.

OK Meadow amma, so I’ll find some water for you!

Good luck. Bye!
(Mousie hurries away).
Take care, take care!

(pauses)Bye!

(Thinks)Where can I go for water?

(Thinks again) Ah, let me go to Pondo thatha!
(Mousie runs and jumps in front of the sleeping Pondo.
Pondo wakes up with a start).

Oh, you frightened me! Why do you jump like this?
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Mousie:
Pondo:

Mousie:

Pondo:

Mousie:

Pondo:

Mousie:

Pondo:

Mousie:
Frogie:
Mousie:

Mousie:

That’s a long story. Pondo thatha!
Without getting excited, come out with your story.

It’s a sad story thatha! Idrank the milk of a sleeping child
over there. The child is awake now and crying for milk.
There’sno milk anywhere. I went to Goatie akka for some
milk. She’ll give me milk if I give her water. So Pondo
thatha will you please give me some water?. .

Water? Where can I go for water?

Somehow you must give me some water. Pondo thatha,
please say ‘yes‘. Oh, please thatha!

Don’t irritate me without listening. You listen to my story
first.

Allright. (Laughing teasingly) Go ahead, I’m listening.

I’m in a broken down condition, so all the water has leaked
out!
(Frogie comes leaping towards Mousie, croaking)

What’s this? Oh Frogie boy!
Hi. Mousie! Where to? In this hot sun?
I need water. That’s why I came here.

(Frogie laughs with a loud croak.)
(angrily) : Why do you laugh now?

-30-



-31-

Frogle:

Frogie:
Mousie:
Craney:

Frogie:

Craney:

Mousie:

Mousie:

Pondo:

Mousie:

Pondo:

Mousie:

Water? It’s funny! We ourselves are dry without water.
(A crane lands near)

Craney akka welcome!
You look scorched?
There’s no water in any pond or pool.

Look here. Look at my back - prickly heat everywhere -
itching!

Oh, it’s dam hot!
(Mousie annoyed, scratches Frogie‘s back and says)

Wait a minute. Oh I forgot my mission! Pondo thatha, my
sweet thatha, give me at least a little water.
(The child cries. Frogie and Craney run to her and console her).

Pondo thatha, the child is crying.

You do one thing. Bring a mason and mend the pond.
Then I can give you water.

(excited) OK OK. just wait! I’ll bring the mason. I’ll bring
him now.
(Mousie attempts to run)

No, No, don’t run like that! Go slowly. Take your own time!

Thank you, Thank you. Bye. Thank you. Bye.
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Pondo:

Mousie:

Mousie:

Mason:

Mousie:

Mason:

Mousie:

Mason:

Mousie:

Mason:

Mousie:

Bye! _
(Mousie runs, stops and thinks).

Now I must go to the mason. Where can I find the mason?
Yeah!

(Mousie mimes a child driving a car, reverses, knocks
against Goatie and brakes. Goatie shouts as if to scold
Mousie.)

Sorry akka!
(Mousie drives forward to mason who remains still. Mousie
reverses, comes forward fast, brakes and Sounds the horn.

- Mason jumps with a start).

Oh, it’s you, Mousie thambi! What’s the matter?
Will you do me a favour?

What favour? What can I do for you?

The pond needs mending. Will you mend it for me?

Mending is a simple thing. But I don’t have stones, cement
or timber. That’s why I’'m idling.

So what to donow?
Do one thing.
What?
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Mason:

Mousie:

Mason:

Mousie:

Mousie:

Ifyou give me stones I’ll mend the pond.
Then I’ll bring the stones.

Yes. I'll give this help for your sake, Mousie.
(Mousie runs stops and thinks).

Where can I go for stones now?
(Frogie, Goatie, Craney and crow - all make noises. Mousie
- disturbed- shouts angrily).

Hi you all - will you please stop shouting, Let me think!
(They all laugh loudly).

Mousie (angrily): I’m telling you!

Craney:

Mousie:

Mt. 1:

Mt 2:

Mousie:

Mt 2:

Mousie:

0K, OXK, We’ll not shout! You think!

(thinking) (Jumps in delight).

I’ll go to Mountain mama. (Shouts) Mountain ma..... ma!
(Mountain mama and mami are in a deep sleep snoring.
Mousie is pulled in and pushed out by the snore).

I hear someone calling.

Yes, I too. Just see who?

Mountain mama.

Who’s that?

It’s me.
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Mt 1:

Mt. 2:

Mousie:

Mt:1:

Mt1 & Mt 2:

Mousie:

Mt 1:

Mousie:

Mt 1:

Mousie:

Mt. 1 & Mt2:

Mousie: ,
Mt 1:

Mt. 2:

Mousie:

He says‘ it’s me*.

Me?

I’'m Mousie.

Oh. It’s you. Come come.

What’s the matter?

I need some stones. I came for that!
Why do you need stones now?

I’m hungry.
(Mountain mama and mami laugh).

You need stones for that?

Wait a minute. Let me finish.

0K, OK, You go ahead.

I drank the milk of a child over there.
Milk is good for the body!

That’s why Mousie thambi has climbed to the mountain top
to play.

Don’t crack jokes.
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Mt 1

Mt 2:

Mousie:

We’re cracking jokes?
You’re cracking jokes.

My God, you’re confusing me.

Mt. 1 & Mt 2: All right, all right you continue.

Mt. 1:

Mousie:

Goatie:

Mousie:

Mt. 1:

Meadow:

Mousie:

Mousie:

We’ll not interrupt you.

I drank the milk of a sleeping child. She’s awake now and
crying for milk. (Goatie speaks)

Mousie thambi came to me for milk.
She said she would give me milk ifI gave her green grass.

Then?
(Meadow speaks. Mt. 2 leans towards the sound)

Mousie thambi came to me.
She said she would give me grass ifI gave her water.

for water..........

Pondo thatha : Thambi came to me.

Mt. 1:

Mousie:

What did he say?

He would give water if the pond is mended.
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Mt. 2:

Mousie:

Mt 1:

Mt. 2:

Mt 1:

Mousie:

Mt. 2:

Mt. 1:

Mouse:

Mt 1:

Goatie:

Frogie:

Then what?
I approached the mason. That’s why I came here for stones.
[Now the child screams. Mousie jumps about in confusion.

Frogie leaps towards the child and consoles her].

You see thambi. The trees all over us have been cut down
for building houses and for fire wood.

The rains have washed away all the soil that covered us.
All the stones are exposed, not a single plant can grow on
us now. Furthermore if you take the stones too, that will be

the end of us.

You need not worry. When this child grows old, she’ll plant
alot of trees. She’ll be fond of you!

That’s our wish too. We’ll give you a lot of stones.
Please tell all the children to plant more trees.
Yes, we all will plant a ot of trees.

So here you take the stones!

[Mimes as if rolling down the stones]

[Frogie stays still. Goatie pushes him away with her horns].

Jump, aside, Frogie boy!

- A narrow escape! I escaped from being crushed by the stones.
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Mt I:

Mt.2:

Craney:

Muason:

Mason:

Frogie:

Craney:

Song:

Move, move, stones rolling down!
Mousie thambi, is that enough?
Some more please.

Let’s build the canal too,. }
[Mending of the pond is done under the charge of the mason.
Allanimals mime working].

Frogie, without jumping about in the pond come and help us.
Just coming.

Come one, Come all. Let’s send the water to the meadow.
[Pondo thatha gets up, stands facing mason, and they dance.
All the characters go dancing in a circle between Pondo
and mason, singing the following songand they pour water
on meadow].

One pot of water,
One flower blooms.
Two pots of water,
Two flowers bloom.
Three pots of water,
Three flowers bloom.
Four pots of water,
Four flowers bloom.
Five pots of water,
Five flowers bloom.
Six pots of water,

Six flowers bloom.
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Mousie:

Goatie :

Mousie:

Goatie:

Mousie:

Seven pots of water,

Seven flowers bloom.

Eight pots of water,

Eight flowers bloom.

Nine pots of water,

Nine flowers bloom.

Ten pots of water,

Ten flowers bloom.
(At the end of the last line, Pondo thatha and Mason
hold Frogie boy and all the others cheer and applaud
and laugh). '

Goatie akka, Goatie akka, come here quickly. Feed on the grass!
(Goatie runs to Meadow, bleating - then mimes grazing)

m, m,......... m*, Mousie thambi, fetch me a bowl quickly!

. I’ give enough milk for the child!

I’m coming! Here’s the bowl!
Here you are! Take this milk to the child!

Thanks a lot, Goatie akka!

[Mousie singing happily, takes the bowl of milk to the crying
child. Others sing the chorus].

Old Rock Mountain gave some stones.

[Chorus]
Merry masan built the pond.

[Chorus]
Stout little Pondo gave some water.

[Chorus]
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Mousie:
Child:

Grassy Meadow gave some grass.

} [Chorus]
Graceful Goatie gave some milk.
[Chorus]
Tiny Mousie fed the child.
[Chorus] [Repeat]

[Mousie is feeding the child. As the child ié drinking, others
make the sound “GULP, GULP”. Then they all cheer and
make merry].

Come, children, let’s plant a lot of trees!
I too have a tree to plant!

[ The child goes in front with a plant, followed by Mousie.
Others follow behind, mime - playing the flute and beating
the drums. The child hands over the plant to Mountain mama,
who plants it. Then they all come to the front of the stage
holding a green cloth, and sing]:

Water, Water, come in plenty.
Feed us with your bounty,

Bless us with your glory.

Fill the rivers with water.
Fill the land with laughter.

[All cheer and applaud and bow to the audience]

THE END
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