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MR. PUNIYASEELAN
UNION COLLEGE PRINCIPAL’S RETIREMENT - December 2011

Mr. Puniyaseelan did his schooling in Tellippalai and his
B.Ed(HONS) degree at Colombo University. He joined the teaching services
in 1982. After serving various schools in the Northern province he was
appointed, initially as an affiliated principal in March 1996 and then
permanent principal for Union College, Tellippalai in October 1996. He
served the school for 15 years until his retirement in October 2011.

During the period as our school principal he has devoted his time
to bring important changes to improve student life. He exemplicate many
good qualities but one in particular is his great diplomatic skill to
communicate with government officials in the Departments of Education
and Defence. He successfully negotiated the move of the school from its
temporary site at Uduvil back to its origimal base in Tellippalai. He worked
tirelessly to uphold the principles of the school under very difficult times,
especially during the years of the war, showing immense courage and
dedication to safeguard our school, teachers, students and other staff. It is
quite an achievement to maintain such high principles in a challenging
environment. This is a true reflection of the leadership skills that
Mr.Puniyaseelan has been able to relentlessly apply, supported by his
dedicated team of teachers, to keep our school going from strength to
strength.

Thousands of students have gained qualifiacations in (O/L and
A/L) Maths, Science, Arts, Commerce, Music and Sports under his
leadership. This is reflected in the school’s Currriculum Achievements
which is better than any in the Valikaman Educational Zone. In sports we
were netball provincial champions over the past 14 years. Table tennis
provincial champion over the past 12 years and hockey provincial champion
over the past 3 years.

Mr.Punniyaseelan met with the UNIONS OLD students in the
UK and canada and we the UNIONS UK were privileged to host him
during his stay in london. He also travelled to Japan on a scholarship.
Future generations of students and teachers will benefit from the vision
and hard work done by Mr.puniyaseelan during his leadership at Union
College.

Our sincere thanks to him for all his good work over the years at
Union College and we wish him and his family a very happy retirement

and good health for the future.

Secretary
MR S. PATHMANATHAN

Treasurer
DR K. GANESHAGURU

President
MR R.T.N.THAYALAN
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A Tribute to our Principal

I consider this is a privilege to contribute this
article about our Principal who has given the best years of
his life in service to this institution.

Union College is 195 years old and our
Principal had a continuous period of 15 years to head the
oldest leading institution in South Asia. It is the longest
during severe ethnic disturbance. Our Principal was able
to see the extra ordinary in the ordinary having an intutitive
sense of what the situation demanded, studying quick the ground situation
and taking and appropriate action.

A school is judged not by the outward appearance of buildings, on
the contrary what matters most is the quality of work done by the teachers
and students in the classrooms. He was very particular that the output of the
college by way of examination results and sports achievements should not
be affected in any way. ‘

He was doing a great job and the school never lost its place of
prestige in jaffna in the academic sphere, sports and discipline. He was a
good administrator and good disciplinarian, highly respected by the staff,
students and public of jaffna. He leaves indelible mark in the history of
Union College.

The period between 1990 and 2001 was very volatile especially in
Jaffna. We at Union College were in a very difficult, almost in an impossible
situation. :

In 1990 Union College suffered heary losses material wise due to
military operation. People from Tellippalai moved and sought temporary
shelter. Union College was no exception. The school was forced to
commence classese in temporary erected cadjan sheds in J/Ramanathan
College.

When the school moved back in 2002 September we found the entire
school vandalised and unsuited to conduct classes. No building at the school
- was spared during the security operations. He renovated and reconstructed
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them within a short period and made the school premises a show piece. He
embarked on a building programme to lift up the school. Howerer, all did
not go to the plan.

The school entered a new phase under the leadership and guidance
of Mr.S.Punniyaseelan in all academic, co - curricular activities. The present
prosperous status of the college is a testimaony for his achievement. He
has been a guiding star for the students and teachers, which paved way to
reach various milestones in their progress.

The English Unit takes pleasure to mention that the achievement
level of English language in the G.C.E (O/L) Examination, raised to 62% in
the year 2004. By obtaining this achievement the college secured the 1%
rank competing all the private colleges in Valikamam Zone and still
continues to strive within the fourth rank.

Many students distinguished themselves in the English language Day
Competitions held up to Provincial level. The records show the performance
of the students in Group singing (Junior, Senior, Boys, Girls),
Oratory(Prepared), Creative writing, Copy writing, Dictation and Recitation
over the last 12 years (2000 - 2011)

Divisional " | Zonal | District | Provincial
Places
Level Level Level Level
Pt 136 28 7 2
™ 146 25 5 4
3™ 141 32 2 2

Union College will always remember him as a great principal for
these sterling qualities. He will certainly be numbered among the great
principals who have led Union College over the last 195 years.

Miss. Vasanthi Vaithilingam
Teacher of English
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AN OUTSTANDING PRINCIPAL

I'am very happy to write a few words of appreciation
of Mr.S.Punniyaseelan for the outstanding services to the cause
of education at Union College to be included in a Souvenir which
is to be published to mark Mr.S.Punniyaseelan’s retirement.

For nearly fifteen years I have been a keen observer
| and silent admirer of Mr. Punniyaseelan’s heroic efforts to build
| up union college. The school has made phenomenal progress under
his wise and able guidance. His efforts have been crowned with

SUucCCess.

When Mt.S Punniyaseelan took charge of the school he proceeded to provide
one by one every facility that a first class school needed inorder to impart an all
round education to its students. He strove for excellence in studies and excellence in
sports.

Whenever he comes to the college he comes bare handed but his
administration is perfect. The deputy principal and the Vice principal are on his right
and left and are very helpful and serviceable to him. So his administration is very
highly appreciable one. He will do anything to the students for their uplifiment.

“Satisfation should be a place to pause only not to stop” This is what
Mr.S.Punniyaseelan seems to have kept steadily in mind throughour his career. When
he retired many more dreams must have been awaiting fulfilment. However
Mr.S . Punniyaseelan leaves behind a spirit of a noble adventure and let us hope that
some one else will take up the challenge.

“Faith can work wonders”. Mr.S Punniyaseelan made bricks without straw.
History will acclaim him as one of the greatest benefactors of Tellippalai. His family
be blessed with peace and happiness all their days.

Mrs. Y.Sivarajah
Teacher of English
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