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‘BRIEF HISTORY OF THE LIFE, CAREER, RELIGIOUS,

SOCIAL, LITERARY AND CULTURAL ACTIVITIES OF
MR. K. KANAGARATNAM

LIFE AND CAREER

28.7.1892 — Born at Vaddukoddai.

1900 — Entered Vaddukoddai Hindu English School,
now Vaddukoddai Hindu Cellege.

1908 — Student Jaffna College — passed Cambridge

i Senior Local Examination.

1910 — Teacher, Vaddukoddai High School, now
Lower School of Jaffna School.

1.4.1911 — Entered Government Service as a Clerk in
Class IIT of the Clerical Service, on Rs. 40/-
salary p.m.

1914 — Founder Member of the Clerical Service
Union.

1918 — Married Rajalakshmi.

1922 — Promoted to Class II of the Clerical Service.

Feb. 1925 — Appointed Chief Audit Examiner.

Dec. 1927 — Appointed Assistant Accountant, Department
of Electrical Undertakings.

1931 — Promoted Chief Accountant of the Dept.
of Electrical Undertakings.

Feb. 1939 — Appointed Deputy Auditor-General.

Jan. 1942 — Appointed to assist as Auditor-General.

April 1942 — Organised distribution of Food in the City of

Colombo after the Japanese Air Raid.

July 1942 — Appointed by the Governor to investigate
irregularities in the purchase of paddy and
rice in India by the Ceylon Trade Commis-
sioner, Bombay.



Jan. 1943
Aug. 1943
June 1944
Sept. 1946
Oct. 1946
Oct. 1946
Aug. 1947
Sept. 1947
Sept. 1948
Sept. 1949
May 1951
May 1952
Oct 1952
May 1953
Aug. 1953
March 1954
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Appointed Deputy Civil Defence Commissioner
and Controller of Subsidiary Foodstuffs.

Conclusion of the inquiry into the irregularities
in the purchase of paddy and rice and the
dismissal of the Ceylon Trade Commissioner.

Reverted to the post of Acting Auditor-General
Retired from Public Service.

Elected President, Co-operative Union Hos-
pital, Moolai.

Member, Radio Advisory Board and Chairman,
Tamil Programme Advisory Committee.

Contested as the candidate of the All-Ceylon
Tamil Congress for the constituency of Vaddu-
koddai and was returned to Parliament.

Appointed Chairman, Public Accounts Com-
mittee.

Appointed Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry
of Education.

Appointed Chairman of the Specjal Committee
on Hindu Temporalities.

Appointed to act as Minister of Education.

.

Contested the Vaddukoddai seat and lost.
Appointed Member, Art Council of Ceylon.

Appointed Member of the Commission on
Broadcasting for re-organisation of Radio
Ceylon.

Appointed Member of the Board of Indigenous
Medicine.

Wrote the report on the re-organisation of
Ayurveda on which the Health Ministry,
‘White Paper’ on ayurveda was based.



April 1954 —

March 1955 —
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Appointed Member of the Commission on
Omnibus Services in Ceylon.

Appointed Member of the Commission on
Homeopathy.

RELIGIOUS, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL -

1911 —

1913 2o

1915 .

1927 =

1928 4
1930 -

1931 —

1936 —

1943 —
1944 —

1945 =S
1946 —

Member, Darley Literary Union and Saras~
wathy Literary Associations.

One of the Organisers and Founder Members
of the Jaffna College, O.B.A., Colombo
Branch and Vice-President for many years.

Organised the All-Ceylon Congress of Literary
Associations for 3 years.

Organised the first reception in Ceylon to
Mahatma Gandhi as Secretary, Vivekananda
Society, Colombo.

Organised the Electrical Dept. Recreation
Club.

Assisted in the Organisation of the Saiva
Mangayar Kalagam, Wellawatte.

Assisted in the inauguration of the Wellawatte
Social, Literary and Dramatic Club and was
President of the Club for over 15 years. .

Collected funds for the purchase and erection
of the Statue of the late Sri P. Ramanathan.

Formed the Vanoli Isai Mandalam.

Organised Sri Theyagarajah Swamigal Music
Festivals in Colombo.

Founded Isai Kalai Manram.

Brought Chief Justice ‘Tirupugal Mani’ T. N.
Krishnaswamy Iyer from India for a religious
tour of Ceylon.



1947

1948

1948

1948

1949
1950

1950
April 1951

Nov. 1951
1951

1955
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Elected President, Vivekananda Society,
Colombo and continued till 1950.

— Brought the Ashes of Mahatmaji from Colombo

and participated in the Immersion ceremony
in the Keerimalai sea. Arranged for the
feeding of over 7,000 persons.

Inaugurated the Tiruketheesuvaram Res-
=toration Society.

Inaugurated the first Congregational Prayer
in the Gintupitiya Temple and later in the
Manicka  Pillayar [ Temple, Wellawatte.
Arranged for the relay of congregational
Prayers and Thiruvembavai singing at Wella-
watte Temple.

Arranged the Annual Saiva Sidhanta Con-
ference of the Madras Samajam, in Colombo.

President, Kataragama Pilgrims ‘Thondar
Society’, Colombo for 3 years.

Submitted the report on Hindu Temporalities.

Organised the fourth Madras Thamil Con-
ference at Parameswara College, Jaffna.

Head of the Ceylon Government Delegation
to the Youth Welfare Seminar at Simla.

Chairman of the Hindu Religious Advisory
Committee, Radio Ceylon.

Conferred the title Arumkalai Puravalar by the
Maha Sannithanam of Thiru Gnana Sam-
pantha Madam, Madurai.

Appointed Member, Industrial Disputes Court.

Appointed Member, Board of Indigenous
Medicine.

L
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LIST OF PLATES

Kanagaratnam, the Periyar.
A proud Mother and her famous Son.

Periyar with the Management, Staff and Students of Isai
Kalai Manram Music and Dance School.

Periyar and Mr. G. G. Ponnambalam, q.c. (Photo taken at the

Fort Railway Station on Periyar’s return to Colombo from Faffna
after being elected M. P. for Vaddukoddai in 1947.

Periyar addressing delegates to the U.N. Regional Youth
Welfare Seminar in Simla.

Periyar with some delegates who attended the above Seminar.

Periyar as Chief Accountant, Dept. of Govt. Electrical
Undertakings.

Periyar with other Members of the Radio Advisory Com-
- mission.

Her Majesty the Quesn Elizabeth II with Periyar and wife.
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- V. V. Girt

Thank you very much for your communication dated the
10th O¢teber. I had the pleasure of knowing Shri K. Kanaga-
ratnam very intimately. He was one of the greatest patriots of
Ceylon, who held high places both in Government and outside.
His demise is the greatest loss that Ceylon has sustained. The
best way to honour this great personage is by following his qualities
of head and heart and trying to put Ceylon in the proper way.
He contributed his best for advancing Tamil culture and the
Hindu religion. May his soul rest in peace !
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M. SENANAYAKE, M.P.

I have known Mr. K. Kanagaratnam since 1947 when I
first entered Parliament. He was then the Member of Parliament
for Vaddukoddai and I had close association with him till he retired
from politics. Mr. Kanagaratnam entered politics after retiring
from the post of Acting Auditor-General. By dint of hard and
sincere work and loyal service he was able to rise to this eminence
and his integrity and devotion to duty were respected by everybody
and should serve as an example to all members of the Public
Service. ;

Mr. Kanagaratnam was a very versatile person. Whatever
he was interested in he wanted to do it in a thorough manner.
His interest in cultural affairs and his contribution to the develop-
ment of cultural activities was, in my opinion, a greater contribution
than to the political life of the country. He was a very religious
person and was always imbued with the highest ideals of Hinduism
which guided his activities. The influence of religion on him
must have contributed to the placidity of his character which was a
special charming trait in him.

I was very sorry to hear of his sudden death. Although
he was not in the best of health for some time, I did not expect
the end to come so soon. I thank the opportunity given to me
by the organisers of his commemoration to contribute my little
appreciation of Mr. Kanagaratnam on this occasion.
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T. S. FERNANDO, Q.C.

It was 1942, the time of scarcity in the land. World War IT
had reached our Country in earnest, and rationing of all kinds
was the order of the day. That was the time I really came to know
Mr. K. Kanagaratnam. My previous acquaintance with him had
been confined to routine interviews on matters on which the Audit
Department came to consult the Attorney-General.

A man of much competence was at that time running Givil
Defence in the Island, no other than Sir Oliver Goonetilleke.
He could choose his lieutenants. Profiteering was rampant
and laws, however severe, appeared no deterrent to those who
wanted to make a pile for themselves out of the misery of others.
Subsidiary foodstuffs had to be rationed too, and who was the man
to be put in charge ? Sir Oliver did not hesitate. He had known
Mr. Kanagaratnam well during their days together at the Audit
Office. None knew better the latter’s capacity and integrity.

Kanagaratnam was called upon to make distribution as
equal and fair as was reasonably possible, and the rest is history.
We all know that this man who grew up in the Audit and remained
there to be its Chief also made order out of chaos in the Department
of Subsidiary Foodstuffs.

By kindness to his staff he managed to imbue in his sub-
ordinates some of the human qualities he himself possessed in
abundant measure. By fairness to all he made the public reason-
ably contented. Experience had taught him human virtues and
these he practised without detriment to efficiency.

In retirement he attempted to give of his gifts to his people.
Failing health in the last few years made it difficult for him to
immerse himself in public life as fully as everyone, including
himself, would have wished. But who can forget the portly,
kindly man who in the evening of his life looked on at our futile
animosities with what appeared to be an amused contempt ¥
He was truly a great Hindu gentleman.
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. G. PONNAMBALAM, Q.C.

In the last quarter of a century I can think of no Tamil whose
passing away would have evoked feelings of great personal and
national loss as one felt by the demise of Mr. Kanagaratnam.
Like most Tamils, rising from humble beginnings he has warmed
both his hands in the fire of life, and there was no phase of it which
he touched which he did not adorn. His devotion to duty and
loyalty to the service to which he belonged was not a means to an
end. He was one of the few of the old brigade who brought to the
performance of his duty a thoroughness of study and research
which has earned for his community the reputation of high effi-
ciency and competence. He, in fact, symbolised the industry,
integrity and intelligence of the Tamil race. Rising from the
lowest rung of the ladder in the public service, at a comparatively
early age he filled one of the highest positions in that Service,
and as the Government failed to play its part in giving him his due
he manifested his pride and self respect by premature retirement.
A public notoriously known for short memories, however received
him with acclaim and returned him to Parliament. He did not
tread the narrow path as a public servant. He was catholic in his
tastes and outlook. He had a genuine pride and love for Tamil
and Hindu culture. Many a child living particularly away from
his home owes its facilities to study Tamil music and Hindu culture
to the unflagging and untiring efforts of K.K. He was a genuine
lover and patron of the Arts in the wider sense.

During the period of his membership of Parliament he showed
himself as a progressive educationist and an ardent advocate of
social and religious reform. In Parliament his contributions bore
the mark of deep study and revealed his mature wisdom, wide
experience and a deep knowledge of men and matters. I can per-
sonally speak to the fact that his contributions always commanded
the attention of the House which at that time was constituted
to understand and appreciate such contributions.

In the field of politics he realised with deep conviction the
‘implications of the changing times, the impact of the new freedom
that had been given by the British and, for the Tamil-speaking
people, he advocated with great foresight a policy of responsive
co-operation with the major community.

When in recent years serious ill-health prevented him from
‘taking an active part in the forum of the nation, it did not prevent
him from intervening and making valiant efforts to secure for his
people an honourable and abiding settlement of their fundamental
rights. In a country where political consistency and abiding
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loyalty to principles are hard to seek, he remained to the end of his
.days a convinced and sincere adherent of an ideology which he
placed before his electors with great acceptance.

His tenure of office both as Junior Minister and Acting
Minister of Education was marked by the same thoroughness and
.efficiency which were the distinctive features of his career as a
public servant. I am in the happy position of being able to state
that several aspects of the educational administration of this
country benefited by his having been entrusted with their charge
and control over a few years. The breadth of his outlook and the
width of his interests were appreciated by the State which appointed
him at various times as Chairman or Member of a number of
Commissions and Committees. I need only refer in passing to his
Chairmanship of the Public Accounts Committee and of the
Select Committee on Hindu Temporalities, and his Membership
of the Board of Indigenous Medicine and the Commission on the
Homeopathic System of Medicine.

He moved with Kings but ne’er lost the common touch.
He was for more than a quarter of a century the truest friend
of the humblest Tamil living away from his home in Jaffna. His
-counsel and his assistance had not to be sought to be given. Even
today numbers of men and women in and out of the public service
will remember with affection, if not with gratitude, a man who was
.always their friend and their guide.
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HIS HOLINESS THIRUVARUL THAVAYOGA :
SRI-LA-SRI SOMASUNDARA SRI GNANASAMBANDA
DESIKA PARAMACHARIYA SWAMIGAL

We are glad the Tamils of Ceylon have decided to hold a
memorial meeting and issue a volume containing the services
rendered by the late Mr. K. Kanagaratnam, who was personally
known to us for the past 25 years.

He was of immense help to us in inaugurating and popularising
the Congregational Prayer meetings, started by us on the 8th day
of February, 1948, in Sri Sivasubramaniaswami Temple, Gintu-
pitiya (now Jayanthinagar) Colombo, when we were the President
of the Managing Committee of that temple and Managing Director
of Messrs. Sundarams Limited, Colombo.

Mr. Kanagaratnam was entirely responsible for having
congregational prayers and speeches relayed every last Sunday
of the month by “Radio-Ceylon’, when he was the Chairman of
the Committee appointed for the section of Tamil programmes.
Thus the ringing of bells and singing of Thevaram, etc., during
the performance of poojah, congregational prayers, in suitable
ragams and the interesting and enlivening discourses and dialogues
on Hindu religious tenets, were made to be heard, relished and
appreciated by the Tamil-speaking public, all over the world.
Letters of appreciation were received from India, Africa, America,
Malaya, Indonesia, Fiji Isles, etc. "For this unique service rendered
by the late Mr. K. Kanagaratnam, the Tamil World must be ever
grateful.

Late Mr. M. S. Thiruvilangam was the right hand of Mr. K. K.
and our chief propagandist, responsible for initiating and establish-
ing over 300 centres for congregational prayers all over Ceylon.
Mr. Kanagaratnam was always of a very cheerful mood and helped
those in need of his services readily and unstintingly.

May the Soul of this Veteran Tamil rest in eternal Bliss.
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W. DAHANAYAKE, M.P.

The late Mr. K. Kanagaratnam was an ideal public servant.
He did more than his share of work, and his zeal and enthusiasm
were infectious. He was honest to the utmost, so that he could
have been called the personification of honesty.. He was loyal to
his country, his government and his superiors. He had a con-
science and would not do any wrong deliberately. He appreciated
the other man’s point of view, and was never intolerant. He had
a large heart which made him to seek the suffrage of the people.
Perhaps he was not so successful in public life as he was as a public
servant. - But then he could have truly said with the poet :—

 “Tis not in mortals to command success,
But we’ll do more, Sempronins, we’ll deserve it.”’

The late Mr. Kanagaratnam has left us a rich heritage of work
done well, and his memory should be a guiding star to one and all.
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S. HANDY-PERINPANAYAGAM.

In the closing days of 1922 and the opening day of 1923
Vaddukoddai especially the College Campus was humming with
activity. The Centenary of the Batticotta Seminary and Golden
Jubilee of Jaffna College were being celebrated. It was then
that I first saw K. Kanagaratnam. He had come down from
Colombo with a few friends to participate in the festivities. In
those days Jaffna College followed a policy of rigidly excluding
Hindus from the teaching staff and from any share in the ad-
ministration. It was a later generation which made an issue
of this exclusion and secured a relaxation of this rigidity. The
Hindu alumni of those days did not lack in loyalty to the school.
Often they responded generously to appeals made by the College.
The ““old school tie’” was stronger then.

K. Kanagaratnam and his contemporaries were content with
the role allotted to them. While this attitude may have been part
of the spirit of the times, as far as Kanagaratnam was concerned
it seems to me that this was a fundamental trait of his personality.
Loyalty and gratitude, held in somewhat low esteem today, loomed
large in his scale of values. While it is true that Kanagaratnam
held a conspicuous place in the all-island stage, Vaddukoddai and

affna College enjoyed a special place in his affections. Every
Vaddukoddai boy and every Jafina College boy could go to Kanaga-
ratnam and be sure of sympathy and help. He held high office
in the Public Service and later on played an active part in the
nation’s political life. But the warmth of his feeling to associates
and friends of less exalted days did not suffer diminution with his
rise to positions of prestige and influence.

Kanagaratnam entered the Public Service as a clerical servant
which was the most attractive avenue open to talent and ambition
inhisday. Higher education, as we know it now, was not available.
Kanagaratnam’s capacities had to function within the restricted
and restricting frame of the Public Service ; but the Public Service
did not suffice to engage all his energies. They found outlets in
social and religious activities. The Vivekananda Society filled a
large place in Kanagaratnam’s life. His services as Chairman
of the Special Committee on Hindu Temporalities etc. are a
significant contribution to the new orientation in Social thinking in
Ceylon. .

He entered the Public Service in one of its lowliest rungs.
He rose by the sheer force of his own abilities to the post of Acting
Auditor-General and by right should have been appointed to the
permanent post ; but the powers that were, willed otherwise,
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Kanagaratnam retired from the Public Service a frustrated man
who just missed the crowning glory of his life in the Public Service.
Frustrated he certainly was, but not embittered though persons
whom he had loyally served and supported failed him in his hour of
need. He entered Parliament, became Parliamentary Secretary
to the Minister of Education and was Acting Minister for a time.

What his friends will remember are not the high offices he
held nor the prestige and influence they brought to him but the
warmth of his personality and genial smile and the comprehensive
embrace with both arms which was characteristic of him.
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Dr. Rajan Sik MutHiAH CHETTIAR
.OF CHETTINAD.

I thank you for your letter of the 11th instant. I am glad to
know that you have organised a memorial meeting on the 4th
November next at Bambalapitiya, Colombo, in memory of our
beloved leader and esteemed friend, Mr. K. Kanagaratnam.
Mr. Kanagaratnam’s services to the country in general and in
particular towards the advancement of Hindu Religion and Tamil
culture are well-known. Till the last he had been striving to do his
best for the country and the people. His services to the country
will always be remembered.

%
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M. P. Periaswamy THOORAN

I am deeply grieved to know about the passing away of Mr. K.
Kanagaratnam. He was one of the Members of the Tamil
Academy. He took a great interest in inviting the Tamil Academy
to Jaffna to celebrate its annual Tamil Festival. That Festival
we could never forget ; it was conducted in a grand scale. I came
in close contact with him during the Festival and found how
good a man he was. His enthusiasm was inspiring. The Tamil
Academy has lost in him a very good friend. May his soul rest in
peace.
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T. M. KrisHNASwWAMI ATVAR

I am sending this note to you, for yourself and on behalf of all
the large body of his admirers and friends, as my humble tribute
to the very affable and saintly qualities of head and heart of our
late highly valued leader and representative, Mr. K. Kanaga-
ratnam. Simple by habit, he possessed to a remarkable degree,
the virtues of great men. He was a great Bhakta, a staunch
devotee of Muruga of Kadirgamam. In about 1946, when 1 was
the Chief Justice of Trivandrum, I had under his leadership the
opportunity of visiting and worshipping Sri Subramania at Kadir-
gamam and almost all the great temples in Ceylon. His wife and
daughter were the worthy companions of an almost ascetic life
devoted to piety, social service and public life, among a host of
friends and aamirers who were in his constant company. He was
an unfailing friend of the poor and suffering and his liberal heart
was an unfailing succour to them. Pithukulli Murugadass of great
Bhajana fame, Sri. Veebhoothi Swamigal of well-known spiritual
reputation, and a host of devotees worshipping the Lord by medi-
tation and song were invited by him and they also accompanied
me. The arrangements for our reception was almost of a stately
character. Owur pilgrimage over the road had over a dozen stops
nearly—where devotees in the surrounding villages halted
our march with lighted lamps and camphor. It was all a march of”
an army of Skanda Bhakthas—all a feast of Bhajan, Tiruppughazh
and God love. He showed how a high modern Education can
harmonise with a valued social life of equality, service and universal
welfare. He was in the centre of social temple worship movement.
With him the moving temples of humanity were objects of great
concern and service. His body, the instrument of service to God
and man had worn out. The Lord will instal his atman in higher
and more spiritualised human structures to serve mankind in all
love and service and lead them to the realisation of the One Lord
of the Universe. In a real and practical sense he was a citizen
of the cosmos and may his great example banish the discriminatory
differentiations of little men and sink them in the universality of
cosmic love and brotherhood. So may God bless. ]
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MupALivAR C. VENACITAMBY

Some are born great, some achieve greatness and greatness is
thrust upon some. Mr. K. K. as he was popularly known
definitely achieved greatness by dint of hard work and perseverance.
I became acquainted with him when we were both colleagues
in the Public Service of this country well nigh 50 years ago. We
soon became friends. He was Honorary Secretary of the Saras-
wathy Literary Association, Forbes Road, Maradana, while T held
the same office in the Darley Literary Union, two well recognised
.and leading Associations of the Tamils in those days. Inter-
.association debates brought us together as days went by. In some
-we both took the leading parts as proposer and opposer.

K. K. was a student throughout his life. He never said
good-bye to his books. His taste for literature was so great that
he seldom left a book-stall if he chanced to see one without buying
a few books of modern authors. For several years he was pleased
to lend all such books to me because I made good use of them and
returned them with such literary criticism I was able to give then.
‘These criticisms pleased him so much that he never failed to en-
courage in my literary pursuits in the early days of my career
in the Public Service. K. K. was not an orator. His language
was elegant and simple. His speeches contained maximum of
sense with a minimum of words. His delivery was indeed very
fine. He had a smiling face when he spoke. As a speaker I can
compare him very favourably with the late Mr. Nevins Selvadurai,
the Veteran Principal of Jaffna Hindu College at one time. In
1916, there was a Congress of literary associations of the island
in Colombo at which the late Mr. Justice Grenier presided. K.K.
proposed the toast of the sister associations at a lunch in the Orient
Club. Mr. Justice Grenier listened to him with increasing interest
and increasing enthusiasm for nearly twenty minutes, and remarked
in his address that it was a pity that he was in the Public'Service.

Humility is 2 good quality to be possessed by anyone, but in
those in high stations of life it is excellence of a higher virtue.
So said our immortal poet Thiruvalluvar. K. K. was an embodi-
ment of humility. He rose from the position of a humble Clerk
to the Office of Deputy Auditor-General and acting Auditor-
General, not to speak of the other high offices he held during
war years in the Civil Defence Service. The astonishing charac-
teristic in him was that the higher he rose the humbler he became.
We have known some of our men who at a small rise in their status
completely forget themselves and had inflated notions of self
importance and walked about at an angle of 45 degrees. It is this
noble quality of humility that endeared him to most of us so much
that we respected and adored him throughout his life.
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On retirement he entered politics and was the right hand man
of Mr. G. G. Ponnambalam, ¢.c. in the Tamil Congress. He
was Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Education and
later acted for the Education Minister. His speeches in Parliament
were fine, brief and echoed his political integrity in the views he
had on various problems affecting the Tamils. His contributions
to Hindu religious affairs in Parliament were very great. One
great thing in his political career was that he had no enemy.

K. K.’s sterling qualities of head and heart had won for him
name and fame. He was a very benevolent person. There
lay within his some-what massive figure, a loving and a tender
heart. He was not a rich person, but any one who went to him
for assistance did find it at any hour. One great quality was his
ability to find out on the expressions of the faces of his friends,
the presence of worry and pecuniary difficulty. He some-how or
other found out and granted them relief. It is this quality that
is noble, magnificent, nay, divine that brought affection, regard
and love for him from friends of all communities. To add to this
glory he had a wife who was a brilliant team-mate, conscientious,
loyal, true and co-operating. Mutual love reigned supreme in
his home and nothing was wanting. K. K. was a true husband,
kind father, great patriot and a dependable friend.

May his soul rest in eternal peace.

We regret to record the death of the Mudaliyar on 7-11-62 after he had
sent to us his contribution. We convey our sympathies to the bereaved family.

—Editor
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Pror. R. SRINIVASAN

In the passing away of Sriman K. Kanagaratnam the Tamil
world has sustained an irreparable loss ; it has lost a great soul,
a true lover of Eastern Culture, a patriot in the deeper sense of the
word and above all, a large-hearted supporter of all noble causes.

I had the privilege of coming into contact with him only about
twenty years ago ; but from that moment I found in him a sincere
friend, whom once having met it was difficult to forget. He was
anxious that I should go to Ceylon to inaugurate a Music College—
Isai Kalai Manram—in which he was deeply interested. He had
come to know of me through a mutual friend. Though the
College had begun to function informally, he postponed the formal,
ceremonial inauguration till I was free to go there. I did go
after all and took with me a number of musical artists. I still
remember the day when we were all received on the railway
platform by Mr. K. Kanagaratnam and his many friends. O,
what a cordial welcome ! During our stay there we were almost
smothered with kindness and generosity. Since then we had
been in constant touch. It was through his advice that Ceylon
Government invited me on more occasions than one to visit the
Ceylon Radio Station for technical advice.

May his soul rest in Peace ! May his life serve as an example
to the younger generation !
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L. NARAYANAN CHETTIAR

Mr. K. Kanagaratnam’s services to the nation were many fold.
He spared no pains for the retention and propagation of Tamil
culture and promotion of Hindu religion in every aspect. As
Auditor-General of the Island he always discharged his duties with
devotion, sincerity and great patriotism. After retirement he
entered politics, not for personal ends, but for the enrichment and
preservation of the best ideals of mankind.

I had known him and his family very intimately for many
years. As a friend, scholar and patriot, he excelled greatly. His
innate quality to help others in times of difficulties were phenomenal
and legendary in character. He was great as a man, great as an
administrator, great in goodness and great in the sensitiveness to the
values of life. 1In his death we have lost a true servant of humanity
and a devoted son of Lanka. May his life and achievements be an
example to the youth to choose and do the right.
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M. A. CHIDAMBARAM

Late Shri Kanagaratnam took keen interest in the revival of
Tamil literature and music. He used to be a regular visitor
to the Tamil Isai Sangham’s Music Festival in Madras.

I sincerely hope that many a good friend of late Shri Kanaga-
ratnam and the followers of this revival movement in Ceylon,
will continue to care for this cause.
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S. SIVAPATHASUNDARAM

He had a heart that embraced, felt deeply for, and responded
most generously to the heart of everyone he met everywhere.
I have known him to some extent. I have met people in many
stations and conditions of life who have known him well. Each one
has a story to tell of that spontaneous sympathy and that helping
hand. He was never weary of other people’s problems. He
never complained. The scouts carry the motto. He practised it
everyday of his life.

The spirit, the enthusiasm and the vigorous life he gave to the
culture and the religion of the Tamil people in Colombo, in the
thirties, is well known. Everyone knew at the same time how free
he was from all narrowing communal prejudices. He was as free
and easy, as warm and generous in the midst of other communities
as he was in his own.

In the forties, he was a representative of the Tamil people in
Parliament. But he never made Tamil an obsession. He was no
mere Tamil representative. He was a member of Parliament who
accepted full responsibility for the whole country and every section
of the peoplein it. His interest in the affairs of the country did not
cease, when he ceased to be a member of Parliament. Every time
I met him, I felt humble before the detailed and intimate knowledge
he had, of educational problems in this country and the most
helpful suggestions he could always make.

The Tamil Vizha that was celebrated at Parameshwara College
in 1951 showed him at his best in many directions. He was not a
mere islander. He belonged to the sub-continent. Artists, scholars
and scientists from India, everyone of them, seemed to feel more at
ease in his company than in the company of their own countrymen.
They loved him. It was obvious. ¥
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K. A. SELLIAH

The death of Mr. Kanagaratnam- has removed from our
midst one of the illustrious sons of Ceylon — one whose services
to the Tamil Community and to the country at large in many
fields have been most praise-worthy and outstanding. Service
to the country, services to the people of Vaddukoddai, his home
village, and services to his old College—]Jaffna College—were
always very dear to his heart. My association with Vaddukoddai
and Jaffna College dates back to 1917 and I can say without
contradiction that he has left behind deep voids both in Vaddu-
koddai and in the Councils of Jaffna College, which are difficult
to fill.

His great capacity for work, his thorough and systematic
approach to problems, his keen sense of justice, his great concern
for the national regeneration of the peoples of Ceylon through
the resuscitating of their Arts, language and culture have always
commanded the admiration of many of us.

As a school boy he had a distinguished career at Jaffna College.
The ambition of most of the able Tamil students in those days
was to enter Government Service through the Clerical Examination.
Mr. Kanagaratnam was no exception to this rule and he too
entered Government Service in 1911 and rose through rapid
promotions to the position of Auditor-General. As a trusted
Government Officer apart from his normal work he filled various
positions of responsibility, like Deputy Civil Defence Commissioner
during the war years, Chairman of various investigating Committees
etc., all of which he discharged with ability and efficiency. He
retired rather prematurely to serve the people of Jaffna and the
country at large as a member of Parliament.

While in Parliament he served as Parliamentary Secretary
to the Minister of Education and acted as Minister of Education
during different periods. As Parliamentary Secretary he addressed
himself to the many problems connected with our National Scheme
of Education with remarkable success and proved to be a very
acceptable Junior Minister to all parties concerned.

As Chairman . of the Special Committee on Hindu
Temporalities he was fearless and took an un-compromising
stand in what he regarded as right and what the majority of his
Community wanted. Though he knew well that his recommenda-
tions would not be acceptable to certain conservative and vested
interests and therefore, would jeopardize his chances at the next
Parliament Elections, his inner urge for justice and fair play as
against self interest emboldened him to make the report he did
.and lose his election. '
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The Tamil Community shall ever remain grateful for his
activities in the religious, social, literary and cultural spheres
of our land both during the period he was in Government Service
and more fully after his retirement. The Tamil Isai Sangam,
the Arts Council, the Moolai Co-operative Hospital, the Viveka-
nanda Society, the Tiruketheesvaram Restoration Society and
Kataragama Thondar Society, the Jaffna College Directorate,
to mention a few, have all been enriched by his intimate association
with them. He worked for all of them with a sense of mission.
He had considerably restricted his movements and activities
during the last three years as a result of his heart trouble but his
mind was alert and active as ever and he would discourse on
various aspects of our Country’s problems with knowledgeable
facts and figures.

The Tamil Community is very much poorer by his death.
May his soul rest in peace.
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E. P. CHELLIAH

Mr. K. Kanagaratnam cannot be said to have been himself
a student of music or of the fine arts. His youth belonged to an
era, the conditions of which did not permit the time, nor afford
the facilities, for the cultivation of these arts. The educational
system of the time fitted the young generation for bread-winning
occupations only and these occupations later claimed the un-
divided allegiance of their occupants.

To talented young man, therefore, of the calibre of Mr.
Kanagaratnam, the claims of the Colonial Government Service
did not leave sufficient leisure or inducement for the development
of such cultural pursuits as music and art.

His patriotic spirit, however, was keenly alive to the neglect
of the priceless heritages of the Thamil people, wviz., Carnatic
music, devotional songs, and the Bharata Natyam. These were
either dying or being practised only by professionals and members
of hereditary castes as means of an insecure livelihood, but public
unconcern for giving them their rightful place in the life of the
community was increasing.

The growing generation of boys and girls, and more parti-
cularly the girls, were willingly or unwillingly drifting into the
vogues of Western ways of life, Western music, even Western dress
and Ball-room dancing.

This tendency was not really a voluntary one, but was being
forced in the community by the dominant influences of Western
rule and of Western contacts.

Gradually, however, as Western political domination began
to relax and more freedom for the development of national culture
became available, the atmosphere became favourable for orientating
the cultural and religious patterns of life on a balanced basis.

Mr. Kanagaratnam was quick to take advantage of the
changing opportunity and to give an impetus in favour of the
adoption of oriental music and kalas. When he was a member
in the Advisory Board of the Radio Ceylon (Tamil Section), he,
and a large“number of Thamil Artistes who were giving vocal
and instrumental items over Radio Ceylon, felt that a Sangam
was necessary to harness their talent and organise their programmes
so as to give the public the best performances. In pursuit of this
object the Colombo Vanoli Isai Mandalam was inaugurated by
him in 1943.
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Later in 1945, he, with his band of devoted co-workers,
founded the Isai Kalai Manram in Wellawatte with the object of
(a) promoting the study and dissemination of Carnatic Music and
Dancing, (b) creating interest in Thamil Isai and”to encourage
musical composition in Thamil and to use more Thamil songs in
concerts and entertainments, (¢) advising on high standards of
Broadcast music, talks and “other entertainments, (d) co-operating
with the authorities of Government, the University and other
public bodies and institutions formed for the promotion of music
and dancing for the purpose of creating and preserving correct
musical standards and for giving sound education in Carnatic
Music and Dancing, (¢) holding conferences at suitable times and
places, (f) constructing a Music Hall at Colombo, (g) taking steps
to conduct a Journal for the promotion of Carnatic Music and
Dancing, (%) forming a music library and museum, and (i) arranging
for musical entertainments and concerts from time to time.

The School of Carnatic Music and Dancing under the auspices
of the Isai Kalai Manram, Wellawatte, was inaugurated on
August 21, 1945. Starting with just 35 students under the
Principalship of Miss S. Harihar, mM.a., who was succeeded by
Miss Ponmani Chelliah (Sangeetha Siromani) and later by Mrs.
Paranjothiammal Rasamanickam (Sangeetha Bhushanam), increased
to 80 students attending the music and dance classes.

The first Music Festival conducted by the Isai Kalai Manram
was opened on August 25, 1945, by Professor R. Srinivasan, M.A.,
Retired Principal, University College, Trivandrum.

A Thiruppugal class was inaugurated on April 27, 1946,
by Thiruppugal Mani M. Krishnasamy Aiyer, Chief Justice of
Travancore.

Classes for the teaching of Bharata Natyam were started on
June 8, 1946, with Mr. M. Kailasapillai as Dance Tutor.

Students in the dance class were sent out to several parts of the
Island to provide, free of charge, nearly 75 benefit performances
in aid ofinstitutions that were in need of financial assistance.

The overwhelming success of the students at the North Ceylon
Oriental Music Society Examinations held in 1952, 1953, 1954
onwards and the fact that the School was training students for the
Teachers’ Examination in Music enhanced the reputation of the
School in the Island and India.

The success of the School was due to Mr. Kanagaratnam’s
watch over its activities and progress with great concern in spite of
his multifarious duties in political and governmental fields.
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Since the Communal Riots of 1958, the school had to be
closed for the time being, but steps were under consideration by
him just before his death for restoring it. .

The following is an extract from the speech made on 3rd
November, 1953, by Mr. Kanagaratnam as President of the Isai
Kalai Manram at a Tea Party given by the Management to the
parents of the students and a number of distinguished guests to
celebrate the success of the Manram students at the examination
held in 1953 by the North Ceylon Oriental Music Society :—

“All the 20 children who were presented for the
examination were successful—15 obtained First Division
(12 of whom obtained distinctions, 6 obtaining distinctions
both in Theory and Practical.)

“He congratulated the Manager and the Staff for
producing such good results and asked for the co-operation
of the parents to assist wholeheartedly in the building of a
First Grade Music College which will provide for higher
education in music now obtainable only in India.

“The Isai Kalai Manram is the only institution in
Ceylon solely devoted to the teaching of Music and Dancing.
It was started eight years ago to supply the great need for
giving education in Oriental Music and Dancing at a time
when Western Music alone was predominating in the schools
in Colombo and other places.

“The pioneer efforts of this Institution have borne
ample fruits and it is happy to note that today the teaching of
Oriental Music and Dancing finds an important place in all the
schools with the approval and support of the Education
Department.

“An Arts Council has been recently formed with the
patronage of H.E. the Governor-General to revive the National
Arts and Crafts of the country and a programme of Oriental
Music and Dancing is being planned for the first time in the
history of Ceylon to be presented before Her Majesty the
Queen on her visit to Ceylon in April, 1954.”
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K. S. Arurnanpuy, B.Sc.

Weep Lanka, Weep. One of thy great sons is no more.
He was a brilliant set in gold, and that was his name too, Kanaga-
ratnam. The resplendence of his luminous personality glowed in
thy household and illuminated it for three quarters of a century,
and it has at last been extinguished by the inscrutable and in-
exorable hand of Death.

It was my unusual pleasure, unwanted pride and rare privilege
to have come into intimate contact with him in my youth by living
together for nearly two years subject to his benevolent influence.
Ever afterwards, he has been a revered friend to me as he must have
been to many others, and, over and over again, I had taken delight
in his genial presence, benefiting by his mature wisdom and
experience and enjoying the feast of his reason and the flow of his
soul.

His enchanting qualities of head and heart always attracted me,
and this must have been true of every individual who had the
fortune to know him. Service to others irrespective of their
station in life, of their race, religion, caste or creed, was the dominant
mode of his living even when, towards his end, he was afflicted
by a painful ailment. He always had a cheer for everyone he met,
gave counsel to all who sought it, and rendered help and guidance
in various ways to those who needed them. The intimate enquiries,
accompanied by the appropriate emotional expression, which he
made from every person he happened to meet, as regards his
personal matters as well as those of his family and relatives, always
amazed me. This is an indication of his concern for those who
came within the large orbit of his benign and active social life.

His intellectual qualities were no less prominent. Starting
life at the bottom of the Clerical Service, he climbed rapidly and
. ultimately reached the cloud-capped height of Auditor-General
by dint of his remarkable talents along with his devotion to duty
and other praiseworthy character traits. But, for reasons best*
known only to the then dispensers of such high offices, he was
denied what might have been considered was the appropriate
reward of retiring as permanent Auditor-General, in which post
he had acted for quite a long period. The use made of him in
various committees, commissions and other selected bodies bears
unmistakable evidence of recognition of his capabilities.

It is most difficult for a Government Officer, especially one
who had held a high office, to change his attitudes to suit the
career of a politician. But, the late Mr. Kanagaratnam was an
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exceptional Government Officer in that he had, by virtue of his
social interest actively maintained throughout, flexible disposition
and intellect of high qulyjﬂr untarnished by pride and prejudice,

made a success of his political career too.

It is indeed difficult for those who knew the late Mr. Kanaga-
ratnam to forget him, his cheerful and charming personality, and
above all, his unique and exemplary way of life among us. He has,
by his love for others illustrated the saint-poet Thiruvalluvar’s
famous maxim that ‘those in whom Love resides not live for only
themselves, whereas even the very bones of those who possess Love
belong to others.’

The contemplation "of the life of a great man, his thoughts,
words and deeds, enables those who contemplate, and inspires
them to live a good and great life themselves. A fitting memorial
and a faithful biography will not only do him honour but also
remind us of him for our own elevation. I earnestly hope that
these will soon be accomplished facts.
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Dr. V. RacHAVAN

The late Kanagaratnam was known to me for several years
both as a friend and an official connected with the Ceylon Govern-
ment. We came into touch with each other through the interest
which he and his family keenly evinced in South Indian music
and for some years we regularly met at the Annual Festival of the
Madras Music Academy. Sri Kanagaratnam was also interested
in different cultural activities to whose promotion he was always
alive. Though from this distance I could not have a first hand
knowledge of the extent of his work among the Tamil-speaking
people of Ceylon, I was able to imagine how wide and important
his ‘activity was from the accounts I had from several mutual
friends who happened to visit us here.

His passing away is a great loss to all those artistic, religious and
cultural movements of the Tamils there whom I have always
considered an integral part of the Island to whose enrichment
they have, during the historical periods, as well as in the recent
-past, made outstanding contribution.
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L. A. KULATUNGAM

According to an old Chinese proverb ‘“There are two perfectly
good men, one dead and the other unborn.” While we may not
come across many ‘perfectly’ good men, has not our experience
convinced us that there is a thousand times more goodness, wisdom
and love than men imagine ? In Mr. K. Kanagaratnam, whose
death took place three weeks ago, we had a person who believed
that man’s glorious task in life was to be doing good, and translated
that belief into action. To me, as to many others like me, he
seemed to follow this advice of John Wesley : ““Do all the good
you can, in all the ways you can, to all the souls you can, in every
place you can, with all the zeal you can, as long as ever you can.”
Service was the motto he held paramount in all his life. In what-
ever activity he was engaged in, he strove his hardest to be of real
service, and countless were the people who benefited from it.

From the day he started to teach at the Vaddukoddai High
School in 1910, after his education at Jaffna College, through his
long career of 35 years as a Public Servant, later as a Member of
Parliament and until his death he spent his life in serving people.
The meteoric rise he had in the country’s Public Service from a
Class III Clerk in 1911 to a District Audit Examiner, the Chief
Audit Examiner, the Chief Accountant of the Electrical Depart-
ment, the Deputy Auditor-General, and finally to the Acting
Auditor-General never turned his head nor effected his losing the
common touch. These positions he attained by sheer dint of
efficiency, ability, hard work, and integrity of character. And
in these various capacities he was most popular because with his
simplicity, humility, and genuine concern for his fellow-beings
he was of the greatest service to them all. He had a word of
sympathy and advice to all who went seeking his help. He would
also do all he could to meet their needs or solve their problems.
Whatever the question was—a humble clerk’s personal or official
difficulties, or of some person’s family problems, or those of a body
of officers—Mr. Kanagaratnam was there with his willing service.
The Farewell Luncheon accorded to him by the Public Service
in the Grand Oriental Hotel, Colombo, when he retired from his
post of Acting Auditor-General in 1941, was a proof of the great
regard and popularity he enjoyed during his long years of Govern-
ment Service. Mr. E. W. Kannangara, the then Permanent
Secretary to the Minister of Health, in toasting Mr. Kanagaratnam
on that occasion called the gathering at the luncheon *‘the largest
gathering I have seen at a farewell function to a Public Officer
during the 30 years of my career.”” He added that that assembly—
quite representative and large—was ““without words full testimony
to the high esteem and regard in which Mr. Kanagaratnam had
been held both as a Government Servant and as a man.”
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In addition to the service Mr. Kanagaratnam gave his country
as a Government Servant, he served it very faithfully and well
during the last War as the Deputy Civil Defence Commissioner
and Controller of Subsidiary Foodstuffs, and later as a Member
of the first Parliament for five years. His seat in Parliament,
which gave him a Junior Ministership of Education and for a
period the Acting Ministership, was regarded by him not as source
of personal advancement or glory, but as another opportunity to
serve his people. It was due primarily to his efforts that the
Moolai Hospital, the President of whose Board of Management
he became in later years, was given by the Government an annual
grant of Rs. 15,000/- and Victoria College a special vote of 5 lakhs of
rupees for extension. The country also owes much to him for the
service he rendered in various Commissions like those on Broad-
casting, Omnibus Services, and Homeopathy. He also served in
the Arts Council and the Board of Indigenous Medicine.

Moreover various other institutions and causes did enjoy his
patronage and active support. Most important of them all were
the cultural activities of the Tamils and the religious life of the
Hindus. He was one of those active in the inauguration of the
Tiruketheesvaram Restoration Society, and functioned at different
times as the President of the Vivekananda Society and the Kathir-
gama Thondar Society. The Hindu Temporalities Ordinance is
specially his handiwork. In this connection his espousal of the
cause of the opening of the temples to the ‘minority’ Tamils
antagonised a large number of people against him and even lost him
his seat in Parliament. But that did not deter him from pursuing
and propagating his right ideals. The service he rendered in the
fostering of Tamil culture through resuscitating its drama and
music is considerable. He was helped materially in this by his
contacts with Tamil leaders and famed artistes of South India.
He was responsible for bringing several of them to Ceylon. Without
doubt Mr. Kanagaratnam drew great inspiration for his life and
service from great Indian leaders like Mahatma Gandhi and
Sir Annamalai Chettiar, and institutions like the Indian National
Congress, Mahatma Gandhi’s Ashram at Sevagarm, Wardha, and
Sri Arabindo Ashram at Pondichery. We do not want to forget
that it was as a result of his invitation that the Fourth Madras
Thamil Conference was held in Jaffna in 1950 ; nor that the Maha
Sannithanam of Thiru Gnana Sampantha Madam, Madurai
conferred the title of Arunkalai Pulavar on him in 1955.

A special word is due from me in grateful appreciation of what
Mr. Kanagaratnam meant to Jaffna College. Without any fear of
contradiction I may say it is difficult for the College to find another
Old Boy to excel him in his depth of loyalty and anxiety to help it at
all times. As a Vice-President of our Alumni Association at
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Colombo for many years and as a member of our Board of Directors
he has served the institution amply. Mr. Kanagaratnam incident-
ally was the first Hindu and the first Alumni Representative on
the Board. But his service to the institution by way of immense
active co-operation, encouragement and support given, sometimes
sought and often unsought, to several teachers, students and
administrators has been immeasurable. Two years ago when we
decided to remain as a private, non-fee-levying institution, Mr.
Kanagaratnam was foremost among our Alumni who helped us in
our decision and later supported our stand. It was not easy for him
to take that stand when most people around him wanted Jaffna
College to become another State School. He believed along
with us that it was a national service for at least some institutions
like Jaffna College to continue as private schools. He was one
of the enthusiastic members of our Welfare Committee. But for his
illness he would have carried the begging bowl for us from door to
door.

Mr. Kanagaratnam remained till his death a friend to all.
His catholicity of mind naturally made him interested in, and
concerned about, people of religions and races other than his own,
like the Christians, the Buddhists, the Muslims and the Sinhalese.
The present unhappy tensions due to the one religion, one language
slogan of designing politicians were a source of the deepest sorrow
to him. In 1956, when deep frustration and bitterness were
caused among the Tamils when Sinhala was adopted as the only
official language of the country, some of us as a result of a conference
with some Sinhalese leaders, at the instance of the Jaffna Christian
Union, wished to send a letter explaining the Tamil demands
to our Sinhalese brethren in the South, Mr. Kanagaratnam
supported us and led the signatories. This letter was translated
into Sinhalese and copies of it were distributed in the South by the
thousands by the Study Centre of the National Christian Council.
We have reason to believe that they were received well. Mr.
Kanagaratnam always stood for a Ceylon in which all races and
religionists whose home it was would live in harmony with the
freedom to develop their own distinctive culture and language.
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S. THILLIAR

The sudden death of Mr. K. Kanagaratnam, retired Auditor-
General, has cast a veil of gloom over the members of his family,
his relations, and friends.

Having joined the Public Service as a clerk in Class IT of the
Clerical Service he obtained speedy promotions on grounds of
special merit and rose to the coveted position of Auditor-General.

He later contested the Vaddukoddai seat and was elected
to the House of Representatives. He was also Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Education and acted for a short period
as Minister of Education.

From the inception of his career in the Public Service till
his death he dedicated his spare hours towards religious, social and
cultural activities. He has also served in several committees,
including the Public Accounts Committee. In short, he indentified
himself with every activity that called for his co-operation, guidance
or leadership.

The activities in which he participated are too numerous to
mention but the Vivekananda Society, the Saiva Mangayar
Kalagam and the Dramatic Club of Wellawatte deserve special

mention.

An able writer and an eloquent speaker, he captivated his
audience and kept them spell-bound as his approach to a subject was
characterised by orderly thoughts expressed in an orderly manner.

He was a person of genial disposition and affable manners.
and above all he was large-hearted. Everyone who approached
him for any help or advice returned satisfied.

An ideal head of a Saivaite family, he has inspired the members.
of his household with all the characteristics essential for a happy,
selfless and contented life.

His unassuming manner and child-like simplicity have won for
him the esteem, affection and goodwill of all who came in contact
with him regardless of caste, creed or colour. His charming
manners tend to recall Oliver Goldsmith’s words ““His ready smile,
a parent’s warmth expressed.”’
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During the latter part of his life, he devoted himself mostly
to religious observances. He has also visited most of the univer-
sities and temples of India and his name is a household word
not only in Ceylon, but also in South India.

During his visit to any institution or place, he left behind
an indelible impression. When he visited Japan a few years ago,
his conversation with the officials won for him a high appreciation
of his versatility on subjects both political and religious.

His death is no doubt an irreparable loss to the members
of his family, his relations, friends and acquaintances, but the fact
that he has lived a full life should serve as a source of inspiration
to them.

May his soul rest in peace.
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PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES
VOTE OF CONDOLENCE : MR. K. KANAGARATNAM

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

Mr. Speaker, it is with deep regret that I have to refer to the
passing away of one of our former Members of Parliament, Mr. K.
Kanagaratnam.

Mr. Kanagaratnam was the Member for Vaddukoddai in the
First Parliament of Ceylon. Having had humble beginnings in life,
he entered the Clerical Service in 1911, and rose very high in the
Public Service, reaching the position of Deputy Auditor-General.
He also acted in the post of Auditor-General on a few occasions.

After hisretirement from Public Service he entered the political
arena and gained distinction there top, contributing in no small
measure in the field of education both as Parliamentary Secretary
to the Minister of Education and as acting Minister of Education.

Mr. Kanagaratnam was an active member of the Tamil
Congress, and he was returned as the Member for Vaddukoddai in
1947. Due to his distinguished career in the Public Service he was
able to contribute much towards the welfare of the people and
to social and cultural activities. I shbuld in particular refer to the
esteemed services he rendered to the building up of a new Lanka
both as a Member of the Bus Commission and the Ayurvedic
Committee. He was very polite towards his Parliamentary
Colleagues, very sincere in his convictions, and he had always a
balanced and dispassionate contribution to make in the Parlia-
mentary debates in which#he participated. He was one who rose to
high positions in the hard way and he always had the human touch
and showed forbearance in all his dealings whether as a high
official in Government or as a Member of this House.

I have to request you, Mr. Speaker, to direct the Clerk of the
House to send a copy of these proceedings to the Members of the
bereaved family, to convey to them how deeply we sympathize
with them in their sad loss, which also is an irreparable loss to all of
us in this House. It may also be brought to their notice that we are
-very grateful for all services rendered by the late Mr. Kanagaratnam
towards the building up of a new nation.

(Mrz. J. R. Jayewardene)

Permit me to speak a few words in support of the remarks
made by the Hon. Leader of the House. Mr. K. Kanagaratnam,
after 35 years of Public Service, having joined as a clerk, retired in
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1946 as Acting Auditor-General. After that he became a Member
of the First Parliament and was a Colleague of ours in this House.
He was a very conscientious Member not only to the electorate
but also in regard to the duties appertaining to this House. After
that, he was for a short time a Member of the Cabinet with us
and we could not find a more loyal Colleague. We regret, there-
fore, that a very distinguished public servant, a conscientious
Member of Parliament, and a loyal Colleague should have departed
from us.

I associate myself with the Hon. Leader of the House in the
remarks that he made.

(Dr. E. M. V. Naganathan—Nallur)

On behalf of the Ilankai Thamil Arasu Katchi, I associate
myself fully with the words expressed by the Hon. Leader of the
House and the Hon. the First Member for Colombo South (Mr.
J. R. Jayewardene).

Mr. Kanagaratnam was personally known to me. I was his
medical adviser and the doctor of his family for many years. I,
therefore, knew him both officially and personally. He was a
clerk in the Clerical Service and rose from the ranks to the high
position of Acting Auditor-General after 35 years by dint of hard
work, attention to duty and excellence of character. He had a
very large family and perhaps that was the reason why he treated
all the junior members of his staff, clerks, junior officers, peons and
others like a patriarch. He looked after them and was not only
concerned about their office work but also about their homes and
about their family troubles-as well. On many an occasion he has
asked me to give medical attention to some poor clerk’s or peon’s
child.

Later on during the war years, he became one of the Deputy
Civil Defence Commissioners and he was in charge of food supply.
He did that work very efficiently and there again his human
touch was always evident. Secondly, at the end of his official
career, he joined the ranks of the Tamil Congress, of which I was
then the General Secretary. In the party too, he brought all his
enthusiasm and his patriarchal qualities to bear. At the first
" Parliamentary Elections of 1947, he contested Vaddukoddai and
won that seat brilliantly, all the other seven candidates losing their
deposits.

In Parliament he was a very conscientious Member. After
some time he joined the Government along with Mr. G. G. Ponnam-
balam, and we parted political company. But he was a very good
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friend and a very charming companion to us all. Even after his
defeat at the next elections, he continued to take a very lively
interest in his constituency and in Jaflna and in other parts, and was
always a friend and helper of junior officers of Government depart-
ments. I wish on behalf of my party to express to the members
of his family our very deep sympathy and to pay a tribute to him
for the services he rendered to this country. We wish that you
would convey the same to the members of his family.

(Mvr. R. Singleton-Salmon—Appointed Member)

As one of the few remaining Members of the First Parliament,
I would like to add my tribute to the memory of the late Mr.
Kanagaratnam. He was beloved by all of us and we hold his
. memory close to our heart. I would like to add my tribute to
those already paid.

(Mr. W. Dahanayake)
®

Permit me to add a few words to the many tributes that have
been paid to the late Mr. K. Kanagaratnam. I remember the
time when he was in the Auditor-General’s Department. As
Members of the State Council at that time, we had often to refer to
the work of the Auditor-General’s Department and it was a pleasure
to have been able to say at that time that the work of the Auditor-
General’s Department was up to the mark. The late Mr. Kanaga-
ratnam was a very devoted public servant. He never left work un-
done. He was most exemplary as a public servant.

Later on I had the pleasure of meeting him as a Member of the
First Parliament, and 1 remember the time when he was for a
short period the Acting Minister of Education. At that time
he went round the country listening to the grievances of many
teachers, and he brought to bear on his work the same devotion
that had been the hallmark of his character as a public servant.
I feel sorry that he is no more with us, and I wish to associate
myself with the remarks that have been made by the other hon.
Members.

(Mr. M. Sivasithamparam—Uduppidd;)

Mr. K. Kanagaratnam was a public servant for 35 years and,
during that period, nobody would have been able to say anything
wrong about him. He did not get the highest plums of office
of the Public Service, but that did not make him bitter. He
switched on to the service of the people and became a Member
of the First Parliament. As a Member of Parliament he was a very
conscientious person, and he served his electorate and the rest
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of the people in the best way he could. After he retired from
politics, he devoted his life to the development of co-operative work
in Jaffna, and he was a respected member of the co-operative
community in Jaffna. I wish to add to the sentiments that have
already been expressed in memory of the late Mr. K. Kanaga-
ratnam.

(Mr. Speaker)

I wish to associate myself with the sentiments expressed on both
sides of the House in regard to the death of Mr. K. Kanagaratnam,
ex-Member of Parliament. I shall request the Clerk of the House to
make a minute of the proceedings of the Meeting and send a copy
thereof to the members of the bereaved family.
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PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES
Extract from the Hansard

Maiden Speech of Mr. K. Kanagaratnam
M.P. for Vaddukoddai

Mr. Kanagaratnam : Mr. Speaker, I am glad that I follow the
hon. Member for Kayts who represents a part of that Constituency
which was formerly represented by your distinguished predecessor,
and a part of which is represented by me, under the constituency of
Vaddukoddai. Itisahappy coincidence for me that after years of
muzzled life in the Public Service I should be privileged to make
my first speech in this distinguished House on a subject which has
been dearest to me during the whole period of my life—T refer to
the independence of this country. I remember, Sir, years partaking
along with my hon. Friends, the Hon. Minister of Commerce and
Trade, the Hon. Minister of Posts and Telecommunication and the
Hon. Minister of Labour and Social Services, in debating societies
where we used to freely discuss problems affecting our country,
particularly the freedom of this country.

At that time, I remember, the Indian struggle for freedom was
foremost, and 30 years ago, out of a desire to see how that country
would evolve its future, I had the privilege of attending the Annual
Session of the Indian National Congress in Calcutta in 1917
presided over by the late Mrs. Annie Besant. Emboldened by this
desire to see our country too similarly launch out on a struggle
to gain independence, I watched with great interest, even from
the fettered atmosphere of a Government office, the progress that
was being made in this country towards freedom.

I remember, during the time of the Colonial Government, in the
Public Service to which I belonged, there was no opportunity
provided for Ceylonese to rise to the higher services under Govern-
ment. I also remember the time when such distinguished and
brilliant men like the late Sir Ponnambalam Arunachalam or
Dr. Paul Peiris, were not considered good enough to hold even the
post of a Government Agent. But with the introduction of the
Donoughmore Constitution in 1931, which marked the first stage
towards the freedom of this country, the elected representatives
of the former State Council were given a larger share in the ad-
ministration of this country, and it should be said to the credit
of the Hon. Prime Minister, who was then holding the post of
Minister of Agriculture and Lands, that it was due to his endeavours
that the door was thrown open for the appointment of the people
of this country—I particularly refer to the Irrigation and the
Survey Departments, which practically barred their doors to
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Ceylonese to higher appointments. Since that time the Public
Services have been almost Ceylonized, and achievement which is
mainly due to the efforts of the elected representatives of the
former State Council.

I was also watching the struggle for freedom in the political
life of this country.
'
Mr. Speaker: If the hon. Memberis coming on to a new point
we will adjourn now for dinner.

Mr. Kanagaratnam : Yes, Sir, I am coming to a new point.
Myr. Speaker : Thessitting is suspended until 9 p.m.
(Sitting accordingly suspended until 9 p.m. and then resumed).

Mr. Kanagaratnam : When we adjourned, Sir, I was referring
to the Public Services, and the large concessions which this House,
since the introduction of the Donoughmore Constitution, have
secured for the people of this country.

I now come to the political and economic freedom for which our
Leaders, most of whom as the Prime Minister said have gone to lands
beyond, have fought hard, and it is very pleasing that in this very
House which has just begun to function under the Soulbury
Constitution we have leaders of this country who have made many
sacrifices during the last sixteen years and secured for us a large
measure of freedom. And frankly and sincerely I pay my tribute
to the Hon. Prime Minister who has had a large share in this
struggle.

But at the same time, I say that since World War I tremendous
changes have taken place in various countries, and various move-
ments came into being. People’s right were being recognized
by those in power, and whatever the political ideologies of these
various groups of people may be, I should say that in addition to the
struggle launched by our leaders, the pace of freedom which we are
going to achieve in time has been accelerated by the existence of
the various political parties in this Island. I will not hesitate
to say that to a great extent the various organizations which are
represented on this side of the House have contributed largely to the
attainment of the freedom or the independence which we are going
to get very soon. This Independence or Dominion Status or
freedom, by whatever name you call it, is being given to us hardly
before we have settled down after sixteen years to work under the
new Soulbury Constitution. It has been argued that this inde-
pendence has been obtained as a result of the fight put up by those
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who are on the Government side today. On the other hand,
some of us on this side feel that as a result of the great forces that are
working today in the world after the second war there was no
option for Great Britain but to grant this freedom. Smaller
.countries, much less advanced countries than Ceylon are fighting
for independence today, and in most cases they have already
secured independence without any reservations whatsoever. Today
since we should get similar freedom as the freedom given to India
and Burma, and as the freedom given to this country should not be
subjected to any agreement or reservations, we in this House are
fighting over the many limitations which have been placed on the
independence referred to in this Motion.

It has been stated that although the words ‘“Dominion Status’
have not been expressly stated in the Bill, and no definite, unequi-
vocal statement included in the Bill, this country is really getting full
freedom, full independence. But I say that the independence
which has been granted today is not of much value. The hon.
Appointed Member (Mr. Gratiaen) in a most unbiassed speech,
while paying a tribute to the great services rendered to this country
by those who have secured this independence, deplored the fact
that no specific mention has been made in the Bill with regard
to the precise form and nature of the independence given to this
country. I do not for a moment question the good intentions or the
:good faith of Great Britain in granting this independence at this
stage of our development. But what I do say is that without
-giving any room whatsoever for lawyers or constitutional autho-
rities to say that there are many ambiguities in the Bill to prevent
.complete freedom, the position should be clarified in the Bill,
or a declaration to that effect should be made by those who are
responsible in Great Britain for granting this independence on
behalf of that country. After the last war the way in which rights
are exercised by many countries which are intimately connected
with Great Britain, either as subject countries or as Dominion
.countries and the way in which steps are being taken to clarify
‘their position, make me feel that in the interest of this country now
and in the future it is very desirable that if the people are called upon
to rejoice over this great freedom which we are securing today after
‘many years of subjection, there should be no matters of doubt
arising out of this concession.

We know that after the first war the League of Nations was
.established. It made many decisions, and perhaps in many cases
‘they were implemented. But the countries which were a party
to this League of Nations disputed their decisions in a great many
cases, and this League which was supposed to bring peace and -
-goodwill among all the countries that had been previously involved
in war, was not able to secure that peace and happiness to the
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countries which were concerned with its decisions. Even today,
soon after the termination of the second war, in order to secure
mutual assistance from the various countries, both in Europe and
America and Asia, they have by mutual agreement set up what is
called the United Nations Organization, representing many
countries which are exercising the right of freedom. And we have
seen during the last one year or so since this Organization was
set up, what tremendous difficulties they are experiencing in
settling disputes among the various countries in the first place,
and in the second place, in implementing their decisions. We have
no legal rights, and today as things stand in the world, I am certain
that nothing but war would-be resorted to secure the freedom and
independence of countries which otherwise have a legitimate claim
to such freedom.

The Hon. Prime Minister in his very able and detailed speech
clearly stated to us that in order to enjoy that freedom which is
being given to us today, this country must have some allies to make
its Defence permanent and secure. Nobody will question the
statement of the Hon. Prime Minister. We are a small country
with no resources in order to build up our own army, navy and air
force. Our food supplies come to us from outside. We must have
the means of transporting them to this country, and in times of
difficulty we must have a powerful ally to come to our aid. And
if we look for any country in this world who can with goodwill
stand by us, it is Great Britain. Whether they are going to use
Ceylon as a strategic point or not, Great Britain is perhaps the only
country which, until we develop ourselves from the point of view of”
resources, should be with us. But I submit that Great Britain has
great obligations to perform by Ceylon. First, in recognition of the
great services this country has rendered to Britain during the time
of war in producing their most essential requirement for the success-
ful prosecution of the war, Great Britain should have extended its-
hand of fellowship, should have granted us complete independence,
and then asked for a mutual treaty in the interests of this country and
Great Britain.

It is on that point that we differ. Today, even on the eve of
freedom, we are not on the same footing, although Great Britain may
feel that she has given us complete freedom.

The view 1 have expressed is shared not merely by those on this
side of the House, but also, I find, by my two hon. Friends the Mem-
ber for Vavuniya and the Member for Mannar who are now in the
Cabinet. I remember reading the manifesto issued by the hon.
Member for Vavuniya, now Minister of Commerce and Trade.
He gave a definite pledge to his constituents that he would safeguard
the rights of Ceylon in the matter of the air and naval bases. Going"
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through my papers I find that the Minister for Posts and Tele-
communication in a memorable and valiant speech delivered at
Jaffna at a public reception given to Mr. G. G. Ponnambalam—

The Hon. Mr. R. S. S. Gunawardena : Your Fuehrer is not
here ! :

Mr. Kanagaratnam : The Minister of Posts and Tele-
communication made this statement on that occasion.

“I do not want the British to hold any power in this
country. I have held this view all my life. I was trained by
English school masters and from them I imbibed the ideals
which led to that view. I want the British to surrender all
power immediately.”

Then Sir, he continued :
“I am afraid that your great leader ... .. ..

He was referring to the Member for Jaffna, the Presiden of
the All-Ceylon Tamil Congress—

“I am afraid that your leader and I do not see eye to eye
on certain questions, but I have absolute confidence in the
Sinhalese masses . . . . . The British should surrender all power
immediately at any cost, and no British soldier as such should
remain on the soil of Lanka. The British should agree that
in no circumstances will they land a single soldier or sailor,
except on the invitation of our Government for the sole purpose
of repelling an aggression.”

That, Sir, is the view we on this side of the House also hold.
We want undiluted, unfettered, freedom for this country.

Years ago, before this country became subject to foreign rule,
there were absolute monarchs. We were ruled by Kings, and now,
after we had rendered valuable services to the British during an
eventful period in British history—TI refer to the last war—the least
we can ask is that Ceylon should be treated on an equal footing
with India and Burma.

If Ceylon were given freedom, on her own merits, I am
perfectly certain that Ceylon, solely in her own interest, would not
hesitate to enter into a treaty with Great Britain, after Ceylon had
been admitted as an equal partner with Britain in the mutual
interest of the two countries.
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Sir, my heart used to throb with yearning for complete freedom
when I used to listen to speeches delivered by leaders of this country,
including the Prime Minister. Those were the days when the
Prime Minister spoke like a true patriot. Today, with the passing
of years, perhaps his vigour and fervour in the cause of national
freedom have begun to wane. He has fallen into a trap set by the
British people and he has entered into an agreement which was
never meant to see the light of day before it was signed.

Today, with the larger powers conferred on the people of this
country, when the Membership of this House itself has been
widened to embrace every shade of opinion in this country, one
would have thought that any agreement or understanding of such
significance and importance, would have been first placed before
this House of Representatives of the people of Ceylon. i

If only that had been done, if the valuable advice of the people
who represent all classes and races in this Island had been obtained,
all these difficulties and doubts would have been resolved. I am
proud of the Members of this House. They include lawyers and
Jjurists, and men who can speak with authority on constitutional
matters and on forms of Government. If only this House had been
taken into the confidence of the Prime Minister and his Cabinet,
all our doubts and misgivings would have been cleared, for the
betterment of our country.

Mr. Abeywickrama : What about 50-50 ?

Mr. Kanagaratnam : That would have been the most logical
way to solve problems affecting the interest of the country. These
problems would have been satisfactorily solved.

The Hon. Mr. R. S. S. Gunawardena : What about the
proposal to have a Cabinet presided over by the Governor ?

Dr. Perera : Why not get up and speak ?

Mr. Kanagaratnam : Both the elders and the younger Members
on the Government Benches have made some very unfair and un-
complimentary references to those on this side of the House,
particularly to those younger Members who have expressed their
view without fear or favour. May I remind Members on the
other side that the younger generation of Members have been sent
to this House, perhaps in preference to others more senior and
mature, because they belong to a new world, because they hold new
ideas, because they have sacrificed themselves in the service of their
country.
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Whether we agree or disagree in these matters of vital interest
to the country, we must give credit to the Members who belong
to the three different political groups on this side of the House.
“We may not see eye to eye with them, but I admire them, parti-
cularly the younger Member in those groups, for the manner in
which they have placed their views before this House. They have
‘acquitted themselves most creditably and shown to us that they are
_animated by the best of intentions.

After all, Sir, whether we are on this or that side of the House,
we are all here to work for the good of our common motherland.
For my part, I give the House the definite assurance that any
measure brought up in this House which will serve the best interests
of the country, irrespective of class, race or creed, will receive
my full support. I shall render every assistance in the ad-
ministration of the country. I have no doubt that those on that
side of the House will also render service in that same spirit, and I
trust that we shall all work in harmony for the common good of the
~country.

1 thank the House.
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FIRST APPROPRIATION BILL OF THE
FIRST PARLIAMENT

Vol. I. 194748 9-12-47
(Hansard Pages 995-1020)

Mr. K. Kanagaratmam ( Vaddukoddai) : Mr. Speaker, Sir,
I rise to make a few observations on the Budget proposals presented.
to this House by the Minister of Finance.

It is not necessary for me to say anything about the manner in
which these proposals have been presented to this House. Members
both on the Government as well as the Opposition Benches, have
paid eloquent tributes which are richly deserved by the Minister of
Finance. I have no doubt that in the National Government of this
Country he will emulate his predecessor in office, who did a great
deal for this country, and initiated severa! schemes which have
contributed greatly to the present satisfactory financial position
of the country.

I shall confine myself to certain aspects of these Budget
proposals on which I can usefully speak with the background of my
experience in Government Service. The Department in which
I served has, to some extent, been treated as an Opposition in its
relation to the large number of Departments whose accounts
it was the duty of that Department to examine and report upon.

We have been talking here during the last three days in terms of”
high finance. A survey of our financial position in relation to
world economy was rightly made by the Minister of Finance,
and I am glad that on the eve of self-government for this country
we are asked to take stock of our position, so that when the new
Government or administration is ushered in, the people would know
whether under the new dispensation we are starting with a credit,
or a debit, balance.

We have heard a good deal about our Sterling balances and
about our investments both in England and in India. We were
told that we have about Rs. 889,000,000 invested in Sterling and
Rupee securities. A bald statement like that will not help us to
know what the real position is. Some of the Members here,
and a good many people outside this House, may not know what
sum actually belongs to the Government, or what the actual
assets of the Government will be when it starts on the road to self--
government.
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To put it briefly, all the funds that the Government can call
its own are the following :—

According to the accounts of the Deputy Financial Secretary
for the financial year 1945-46 we have Rs. 10,000,000 in a General
Reserve Fund, and another Rs. 193,000,000 in our National
Development Reserve Fund.

According to the recent figures published, showing the accounts
of the Island for the first half of 1946-47, I find that against an
estimated revenue of Rs. 352,000,000, during the first six months we
have received Rs. 188,000,000 and against an estimated expenditure
of Rs. 349,000,000, we have spent Rs. 165,000,000, so that working
on the basis of that half year, our surplus for the half year will be
roughly Rs. 32,000,000, and on that basis, for the entire financial
year, 1946-47 our estimated surplus might be in the neighbourhood
of Rs. 70,000,000.

The position therefore is that today, after the close of the last
financial year, we shall have, roughly, about Rs. 300,000,000,
or a little less,—which is all the money that actually belongs to
the Ceylon Government. Theremainder of our Sterling and Rupee
investments and securities represent money which this Government
has invested on behalf of a large number of depositors, either banks,
corporations or institutions.

And as the Hon. Minister of Finance rightly pointed out in
his speech, we are faced with the question of how to meet the big
deficit of almost Rs. 123,000,000 on account of food, and this
estimate of Rs. 123,000,000 deficit is at the end of a five year
period during which we were subsidizing the purchase of foodstufls
on account of the great crisis created by the war. Today, according
to the forecast of the Hon. Minister of Finance, the deficit for the
current year will be at the rate of Rs. 10,000,000 a month and,
at the end of the year, roughly Rs. 275,000,000.

I wish to put it in very simple words so that hon. Members of
this House might understand. We are talking in terms of large
investments in England for which we propose to send a deputation.
We have to find out how much of that can be cleared. To begin
with, if the new self-Government begins in February or March,
within five months after its operation, at the end of September, 1948,
we shall be scratched in our financial position. About that time
we shall have Rs. 300,000,000, roughly on the debit side and
Rs. 300,000,000 on the credit side which has been accumulated
for a specific purpose.
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With regard to this National Development Reserve Fund,
I might say straightway that by a Resolution of the State Council
Rs. 300,000,000 was set apart from the Surplus Fund at Sep-
tember 30, 1943, as a reserve for purposes of reconstruction and
development. Another sum of Rs. 40,000,000 was transferred
to this reserve fund from the Surplus Fund on September 30, 1944,
pending sanction by Resolution of the State Council, and after that
the balance money was transferred to this Fund making in all
Rs. 193,000,000.

Now, Sir, according to the strict terms of the Resolution
of the old State Council, this money cannot be utilised for the
purchase of food. It was specifically earmarked for further
national development. I am sure we must now carefully examine
the position with regard to our debt of Rs. 125,000,000 today
which will be Rs. 250,000,000, roughly, at the end of the current
financial year. The history of the subsidies is well known to all of
us.

In 1942 when we were faced with the last great war, in spite
of what the Hon. Minister of Agriculture and Lands has stated to us
of our criminal neglect—I do not put that blame on the new
Council which was constituted under the Donoughmore Consti-
tution—as a result of an accumulated criminal neglect since the
time we were under foreign rule for the last 125 years, we had been
looking for our food from outside this country.

Sir, today in the political upheaval of the world each country,
which was importing its foodstuffs in order to subsist, was found to
be deficient in its own food situation. India from where we got
practically all our foodstuffs—coriander and other things, which
we can very well cultivate in this land—is today on the verge of
starvation and the food rations are being cut there. In the present
situation in which we are placed we are going outside ‘for help
in the matter of food. I am glad that the Hon. Minister of Agri-
culture and Lands will re-survey the whole situation and make
every attempt to bring under cultivation the rest of the land
referred to in the able speech of the Hon. Minister of Finance.

At the outset owing to the nearness of Ceylon to Australia
we were in the unique position of getting flour at a very cheap
rate. We had to go for riee to far off places like Egypt and Brazil ;
but we got flour and sugar from the nearest countries through
fortuitous circumstances leaving us a very good margin of profit at
the start. So that, during the first three years, we were able to tide
over the losses which we were incurring over the subsidy on rice.
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I say, Sir, that if rice was not subsidised, the position of the
poor people in this country would have been most perilous, and
I shall propose, later on in the course of. my remarks, that until we
are in a position to feed them with a sufficient quantity of rice
we should take every step to see that every grain that comes into
this Island and every grain that is produced in this Island is
equitably distributed so that the ordinary people, who have no
direct connection with the administrative machinery of distribution,
might get their due share.

May I earnestly and seriously ask this House to consider
this question as to what we propose to do with regard to this loss
which stands at Rs. 125,000,000 today and which will stand in
another few months, at roughly, Rs. 300,000,000, and whether
we propose to examine all the proposals contained in this Budget
against the revenue anticipated during the year without making
any allowance whatsoever to write off these losses today when we are
positive that there is absolutely no chance whatsoever of our
retrieving any part of those losses even next year or the year after
next until the world situation settles down and the day comes when
the accumulated losses will be beyond settlement by this country
even under self-government ?

I find on page 239 of the Budget proposals, under the Com-
. missioner, Agricultural Corps, only two votes provided for his
department. Vote No. 2 is provision for dealing with only the
estimated loss in the working of the Corps—Rs. 750,200. So that,
in this case, this Department was worked on an Advance Account.
During the year this Department was unable to settle the full
advance which Government had given it from the general funds
of the Island, and in order to settle that Advance this money is
to be found from current revenue.

According to the policy which has been followed hitherto,
I think it is proposed to carry forward ali the losses on rice against
monies which are held in custody—sacred custody—on behalf
of other people. The little that we can claim as our own has been
prescribed by a definite Resolution of the State Council ; it is not
to be touched for the purchase of rice. In these circumstances, I
am asking whether this House is prepared to examine the proposals
contained in the Estimates against the revenue we expect to earn
during this year leaving aside this unsettled debt of Rs. 123,000,000
which we can never settle from our revenue unless we do it every
year even by instalments from what we get.

I am making this criticism, not with the idea of obstructing
the Government today in carrying out the proposals contained in the
Budget but merely to assist them, to bring to the notice of hon-
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Members who I find are mostly new to this House like myself—
one difference being that I have been in the Government Service,
in a different category from that of the Hon. Minister of Commerce
and Trade and the Hon. Minister of Post and Telecommunication.
It should be realized that no Government can commit this country
to undertake works to be paid for from funds which jt expects
to collect without clearing its past debts.

In examining these proposals I mean to confine myself to
certain aspects of the Budget. I shall ask the House, both on that
side as well as this—irrespective of whether we form the Government
or the Opposition—to examine these aspects for their intrinsic value.
Otherwise Members will have to answer to their constituents if any-
thing goes wrong.

If I have any respect for Members on this side of the House
it is for those represented by different groups. Ever since I came
in contact with these groups indirectly I have had a respect for them.
Here are young men who have given up their professions, who have
given up their vocations, and dedicated themselves to the services
of the people. Whatever their views may be—they may have
imbibed revolutionary ideas—they have gone into the country, they
have served the country and they have come here to form the
‘Opposition. They therefore feel that they must ask those who are
responsible for carrying on this Government to look after the
poorer classes well.

After being in the Public Service for 35 years, considering
myself, not as a capitalist—I have not had the means to become
a capitalist—but as one who has segregated himself from the
poorer classes and been with the upper classes, with those holding
high posts, I was shocked to find, when I went back to the country
and visited even at my age every nook and corner in the villages,
that there is so much misery. There are still many things to do
to raise the standard of living of the people and to give them a
-decent chance to earn a livelihood.

It is with that object that we have come to this House. It
does not matter who brings forward the proposals. They are all
people who feel for the country, whether they are seated on this
side of the House or on the other side. And therefore I shall,
in all earnestness and sincerity, put before you in broad outline
certain ways of examining the proposals before us so that the
House might know, once and for all, the many items which will
have to be scrutinized during the Committee stage of the
Appropriation Bill. Ishall place before the House the benefit of my
little experience so that hon. Members may know how to examine
the proposals when the time comes for doing so.
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We are just beginning a new era in our political life. Al-
this time ‘we have been told that we had no voice in the adl
ministration of this country, and if we had had any chance to make
useful comments, they were either rejected or put off. But the same
position cannot be maintained any longer. Today this House
is one hundred per cent. representative of the people of this country
and whether or not these proposals come from the Government—
which after all consists of only 14 Members elected by the people,
leaving 87 people outside who have had no hand in framing these
proposals they must weigh carefully all the implications contained
in them, and be able to convince the people that what they have
accepted at the end of this Debate on these proposals was in the
best interests of the country. :

Sir, we are now moving from one system of Government to
another—from the colonial system of administration to a national
Government—and during our election campaigns we went about the
country telling the people that we were going to take over the
administration, and that our first and primary care was going
to be the solution of the vast problems of unemployment, health
and food in order to maintain our peasantry, and that we were
going into the House of Representatives on their behalf to get them
the things they need.

I have been accustomed to deal with these Budget proposals,
not in the capacity of one who had any hand in framing the
proposals or in framing the policy which is belind these proposals,
but as one entrusted with the task of examining them in relation
to the revenue which is collected and the expenditure which is
incurred from year to year. But I can find no difference between
the proposals contained in this book and the proposals under the
system of budgeting in the days when we were not fully responsible
for them.

Perhaps, as the Hon. Minister of Finance has stated in his
Budget speech, there was not much time for the Cabinet to consider
the schemes of the various Minister: and to present to this House
a co-ordinated plan for national development.

Apart from the normal routine which has been followed in all
previous Budgets, there are only three new items which have been
provided in this Budget and which may be considered as having
been provided in this Budget and which may be considered as
having a bearing on the national development of this country.
One 1s under Head 110—Commissioner of Labour. Unemploy-
ment Relief Measures, Rs. 382,000. The other is under Head 111,
~ Department of Social Services, Relief of distress due to failure of
crops, Rs. 5,500,000 as against a provision of Rs. 500,000 last year.
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The third is under the Loan Schemes, Rs. 1,000,000, under the
Minister of Home Affairs and Rural Development, for Rural
Reconstruction schemes.

With regard to the Ministries, Sir, I might point out that
in the memorandum submitted by the Board of Ministers in 1944
it was expressly provided that, until Parliament otherwise decided,
there should be 10 Min'stries. That was the provision clearly
made in that memorandum of the Board of Ministers and they were
perfectly justified in assuming that even under an enlarged Council
1t would not become necessary to provide for a large number of
Ministries. If you go to other countries you will find that Ministries
have been formed of the same size as adumbrated by us in the
memorandum of the Board of Ministers in 1944. It was only
recently that I read in the newspapers that France had reduced the
number ofits Ministries to 13. (An Hon. Member : Bad number)
The Central Legislative Assembly in India is running the whole
Government with 18 Ministries. Yesterday I found that Pakistan
had increased the number of Ministries from 7 to 9.

In Bombay where the population is 20,000,000 there are 13
Ministries. In Central Province and Bihar there are only 9
Ministries. In Madras with a population of 49,000,000 there are
only 13 Ministries.

Sir, in making these criticisms I do not wish to give the im-
pression that we in this House are jealous that the Government has
been able to provide executive appointments to almost one fourth
of the number of Members returned to this House. Far from it.
Outside those Ministries we are prepared to offer our best co-
operation, but in the financial situation in which we are placed
today I am seriously asking the Government whether it can Jjustify
the creation of so many Ministries. I do not want to impute
motives, but with all my experience of the manner in which things
are done in various Departments of Government I can with a
certain amount of confidence say that the creation of so many
Ministries is not justified at least by the financial resources at the
disposal of this House.

I now come to the salary aspect of the provision made under
the Ministries. I find that under the old Order in Council Members
of the State Council were paid an allowance of Rs. 500 a month.
However, the Members of this House are to be paid Rs. 600 a
month and payment has already been made to them accordingly
although the new Constitution definitely lays down that until the
Parliament makes a decision the old rate of payment shall be made.
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I do not know whether any payments have been suggested or have
been made in respect of the Members of the Senate. The Minister:
are being paid Rs. 1,500 per mensem each, with an allowance of
Rs. 1,500 per mensem to the Prime Minister, and Rs. 500 per
mensem to each of the other Ministers, for entertainment. I am
not suggesting that these salaries and allowances are excessive.

I am only appealing to all Members, including those in the
Cabinet, in the face of the clear statement made by the Hon.
Minister of Finance that we required Rs. 100,000,000 per annum
to implement the recommendations of the Commission on Social
Services and Rs. 150,000,000 for the post-war plans of Government,
to make every effort to save as much as possible in order to find the
money to meet these essential needs of the people of the country.

May I suggest that we in this House, who are outside the
Cabinet, should voluntarily forego a portion of our allowances ?
May 1 also similarly ask Hon. Ministers to forego their entertain-
ment allowances which are provided in the Budget for the first
time this year as the seven Ministers of the State Council did not
receive any payment on account of entertainment ?

I shall touch only on two or three important matters, parti-
cularly in regard to Education, Health and Agriculture. In the
matter of Health and Education, I trust that a definite advance
will be made with the change from the Hon. Ministers who have
administered these two Ministries under the old regime to the
Hon. Ministers who are administering them under the new regime.
There has been no co-ordination as regards requirements with
specific reference to the locality. I find today, as we have seen
before, a number of hospitals and a number of schools started at
various places, and I know definitely that expenditure has been
incurred on these undertakings without reference whatsoever
to their necessity in the particular places concerned. I trust that,
before a co-ordinated and well defined policy is laid before the
Cabinet, the Hon. Ministers concerned will themselves, in dealing
with these matters see that the money provided in the Budget is well
spent.

I am glad that the Hon. Minister of Agriculture and Lands has
vehemently and with all the warmth of one who feels that he should
do something for the people in that most important department,
dealt with some of the proposals made by an hon. Member on this
side of the House. Therefore, if I make some suggestions, I hope
that the Hon. Minister will take them in the spirit in which I
propose to make them.
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Witk regard to food production and agricultural development
I find that provision is made both under the votes of the Land
Commissioner and the Director of Agriculture. I know tkat,
with regard to food production, it will be rather difficult for the
whole work to be entrusted to the Department of Agriculture
as that department skould primarily undertake farms of an ex-
perimertal nature and see that modern agricultiral methods are
adopted in regard to the agriculture of this country.

With regard to the extent of food cultivation, the Land
Commissioner has undertaken this work during the last three or four
years since the food problem became very acute. In my experience
1 found that supervision in regard to the expenditure incurred
in these two departments has rot been very satisfactory ar.d I am
glad that reference to it has been made even by the present Auditor
General. Two years ago we found that in starting these
colonization schemes a certain amount of waste had occurred,
and in one particular instance sites had been selected without
reference to their suitability for production schemes.

I wish now to refer briefly to the observations that were made,
particularly from this side of the House, on the Co-operative
Movement in this country. Apart from the recent organisation
of co-operative stores, I might say, I am directly concerned with a
unique institution which is being run on co-operative lines. I am
referring to the Co-operative Union Hospital in one of the villages
in Jaffna which was visited some years ago by the Hon. Prime
Minister and Hon. Min‘ster of Health and Local Government.
1 am very glad to say that during the 11 years since it was instituted
it has been a tremendous success. :

There are, I find, two aspects to this new Co-operative Move-
ment, one the supply of food by Government and the other, the
distribution of food by the people. These are two aspects of this
movement which we much consider Sir, the little food that was
sent, owing to the acute shortage of supplies, to the Co-operative
Societies run by the people themselves, was distributed by Govern-
ment through the Central Co-operative Wholesale Establishment
established in Colombo. I, therefore, admit that the very serious
criticisms that were levelled against the manner in which this
establishment seems to have been organised and run may, to some
extent, be justified. That may be due to the fact that people
may have found it almost impossible, during the early days of this
movement, to have got, not only an adequate supply of food.
but also a fair, generous and an equitable distribution of food.
However, Sir, from the way in which this Co-operative Movement
has taken root all over the world, it can, I think, be safely said
that with honesty and integrity not only on the part of the Govern-
ment but also on the part of the people, this movement could be
made a great success.
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I do not want to say anything further with regard to that.
I tru.t that from what T have stated to be some of the lines on which
we could examine the various proposals. contained in the Budget,
we can find ample means of cutting down all unnecessary expendi~
ture, so that when the proposals are finally passed, after scrutiny,
we shall have enough money left out of current revenue to meet,
at least, a portion of the loss which we have incurred during the last
5 years on granting subsidies on food.
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PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES
Gal Oya Reservoir Scheme—1948-49 Session, 21-5-1948
Pages :  334-336

Mr. K. Kanagaratnam ( Vaddukoddai) : 1 wish to speak a few
words before you put the Question to the House. [ shall be very
brief and shall refer only to one or two matters concerning the
financial procedure that is proposed to be followed in undertaking
this Scheme.

In the first place, Sir, it should be very gratifying to the young
and energetic Minister of Agriculture and Lands that the largest
project brought forward in this House within recent months has had
practically the unanimous approval of this House. There is no
doubt that this scheme will g0 a great way in developing the
natural resources of this country. If I venture to offer a few
remarks, it is because of the large sum that this House is called upon
to vote for this project and because I wish to see that control will be
exercised by the Department on behalf of this House in regard
to the expenditure that is proposed to be incurred.

I find that in his explanation of the proposal the Minister
states that he estimates the total cost at Rs. 41,448,000 and in
paragraph 3 ofhis statement he says :—

“This does not provide for the Irrigation channels
in the area below the proposed reservoir nor for the electric
transmission lines from the power station to the points at which
power is to be used. Except for these 2 items, the estimate
allows for everything including the cost of construction,
transport of materials from Colombo to work site and salaries
of all personnel.”

Reference has been made in this connection to the Hydro-
Electric Scheme. As one who had been associated with this
scheme both in the Audit Department and in the Government
Electric Department may I say, without in any way casting any
reflection on the present Minister of Transport and Works, that this
scheme which was started 25 years ago has not yet been completed.
I remember that after spending money on this scheme for 5 or 6
years the Government had to suspend activities because they had
good reasons to think that the money spent on the scheme was not
being well spent. The Government then appointed a Committee
consisting of the Colonial Auditor of the time and two members
of the Engineering Department to investigate the matter. The
decision arrived at by this Committee was that on the surface
the work did not represent even 50 per cent. of the money spent.
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Tt was after this Report was submitted that Sir James Pitkeithly
~was asked to make a comprehensive investigation into the working
.of the entire scheme and submit estimates.

I draw attention to these matters, Sir, so that they may serve
-as warnings and that whatever estimates we may prepare in
respect of future schemes or projects will be firm estimates.

I would now draw the attention of the House to the fact
that the estimated cost mentioned in the statement of the Minister
.does not reflect the entire cost of the scheme, and I would earnestly
ask the Minister of Agriculture and Lands, before a start is made, to
see that every possible and conceivable item of expenditure is taken
into account in preparing the final estimates.

The second point I wish to refer to is that for the first time
perhaps in the history of any construction scheme in this country,
so far as I know from my 35 years’ experience in the Public Service,
we are dispensing with the well established and well recognized
procedure of inviting tenders. For the first time we are going
to adopt a new procedure the details of which were clearly indicated
in the speech of the Hon. Minister.

So far as I can see, the method of controlling expenditure
on this large project that has been suggested is to have two
‘representatives, one representing the Government of this country
and the other representing presumably the contractors or the
.Consulting Engineers to see that the works are properly carried out
with reference to rates, specifications, bills of quantities and so on.
“While I shall not say that this is a very satisfactory position with
regard to the control of expenditure on such a large scheme, I would
-suggest to the Hon. Minister to have a Board on which there
would be Engineers and Cost Accountants, who have had a
specialized training and knowledge in the various aspects of these
works, associated with representatives of the contracting firm so that
they may have a careful and close check on this expenditure.
1 make this suggestion because we are going to give this work not on

-.contract for a specified sum previously agreed upon but on the
actual basis of what is being incurred and certified by the repre-
sentatives of the contractors and the Government. It may be that
the contractors may prolong the work for reasons which they may
well advance, although a time limit is laid down by the Minister
that the whole work has to be completed within 4 years. This may
result in labour being employed for a longer time than necessary.
It may be that more time than contemplated will be taken in
installing machinery and plant.

In the light of experience gained in the past through mistakes
.committed and allowed to be committed, T would earnestly ask the
Hon. Minister on behalf of this House to see that when work on a
scheme is undertaken it is undertaken with a firm estimate and
-with competent staff to control expenditure.
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EXTRACTS FROM APPRECIATIONS
Mr. W. Dahanayake in Council on 13-2-46.

Mr. Kanagaratnam has submitted 3 brilliant Audit reports,.
reports that were accepted by the Press, by Public opinion in this
Country and by the State Council as Masterpieces in their own line,

If you peruse my 12 hour speech last year during the Budget
Debate, you will see that I had no bouquets for any member of the
Public Service except for one and that was the acting Auditor
General, Mr. Kanagaratnam.

I can say of Mr. Kanagaratnam that today he is the brightest
ornament in the Public Service.

The Times of Ceylon in a leading article on 13-3-1945,

The report of the Auditor-General for 1943/44 is in the best
tradition of this important State Document. The writer of the-
report, Mr. K. Kanagaratnam was even called upon to perform
C.I.D. duties when he was despatched to India to enquire into the
transactions of Ceylon’s: Trade Representative in Bombay. If
these irregularities were successfully exposed, the credit is mainly
due to Mr. Kanagaratnam. The Kantawala affair is not the only
one to Mr. Kanagaratnam’s credit. It was he who threw the
first light on the Live Stock Officers activities. In his present
reports, extravagance of emergency departments has been exposed..
All this constitutes a record of no mean achievement.

The Ceylon Observer in 1945.

To hold the key position of utmost trust and responsibility,
only an officer born of the people nurtured in the customs and
manners of the race knowing his own people through and through,.
a tried public servant of the calibre of M. Kanagaratnam’s high
integrity, fearless honesty and mature experience of 35 years un-
stinted services is all that New Ceylon should have and not a raw
recruit from Africa even though he be a hopeful Scion of another
race. :

Times of Ceylon
John Blunt on 17-9-44.

There is a publication by the Ceylon Government which is as
heavy as any book on economics and as light as any piece of
detective fiction with the advantage that in it we find that truth is.
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sometimes stranger than fiction. Here and there, there is also a
touch of whimsicality or humour. I refer to the report of the
Auditor-General (Mr. Kanagaratnam) which has been my effective
bedside book for a matter of a week. Here we have the whole
record of human endeavour in the public service under review.

New Delhi Correspondent in “A Window in India” 8-11-1951.
Youth Seminar in Simla :

The Ceylon Delegation led by Mr. Kanagaratnam appears to
be playing a prominent role in the U.N.E.S.Co Youth Seminar
now taking place in Simla. The delegation is stated to be better
prepared with data about youth problems and activities than
perhaps any other delegation not excluding India. The
countries represented at the Seminar include India, Burma,
Ceylon, Indonesia, the Phillippines, Singapore, Thailand, Finland
and the U.K. Territories in South East Asia.

G. D. Sondhi, Director, Youth Welfare Seminar in Simla on
29-11-1951.

I should like to mention what a great pleasure it was to meet a
gentleman of your personality. You charmed us all by your
oratory, kindliness, audacity of manner and courtesy. If there are
a few others like you in South East Asia then there will be greater
friendship and co-operation between us all. It was a real treat
to be associated with you.

Mr. G. G. Ponnambalam, in the House of Representatives
on 18-2-1955 speaking on the Second Reading on the Bill.

Mr. Speaker, before I proceed to comment on the Bill proper,
I should like to pay on the floor of this House my very humble
but very sincere tribute to the extraordinary job of work that the
members of that Committee, and, if I may mention one individual,
the Chairman, Mr. K. K. Kanagaratnam, seemed to have put into
the investigation. It was so elaborate, so detailed and so pains-
taking, as is shown by the report which they eventually produced ...
It is almost a magnum opus in which you find concentrated a
great deal of very valuable information, if I may say so, information
which would have been considerably helpful to my Hon. Friend,
the Minister for Home Affairs.
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Shri. S. Sivapathasundram, B.A., the Saiva Scholar, Kanda-
vanam, commenting on the report on Hindu Temporalities
in a letter to me on 26-11-1950.

You have certainly done your best without fear or favour,
besides satisfying yourself, you have the rare achievement that you
have given satisfaction to all parties. Your report is very learned.
You have every right to express your views, whether others accept
them or reject them.

Sir Edwin Wijeratne, High Commissioner for Ceylon in
India in a letter dated 19-10-1956.

I am glad to learn that Jayasuriya (Home Minister) has
promised to reintroduce the Hindu Temporalities Bill early.
I am sorry to hear that you have not been keeping too well. You
and I must reconcile ourselves to the realisation that we cannot
continue much longer. After all, we have had our innings and can
say with a feeling of satisfaction that we have not been found
wanting in the services of our country.
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15.6.1948
Charitable Allowances

Pages 696—697

‘Mr. K. Kanagaratnam ( Vaddukoddai) : 1 am glad that this
-question has been discussed today and that the Hon. Minister of

Labour and Social Services has come to this House for a sum of
money in order to make provision for payment of increased

.allowances to people who are in need.

It 'was only last week that several people in my constituency
came to me and complained of the inadequacy of the allowances
they are now receiving from the Government. I interviewed the
Divisional Revenue Officer of the area, and he states, to my surprise,
that even in cases where after personal investigation he re-
commended payments to people in actual need the Government

‘Agent disallowed many such cases on the footing that the percentage

of applications recommended by this particular D.R.O. was more
than the percentage of cases recommended in respect of other
Districts. In other words, when the officer, the representative of
Government in these particular villages, after full investigation
recommends a case for consideration, the Government Agent
who has never been in a position to examine the case himself
disallows that case because otherwise the number on the waiting
list will increase. As a matter of fact, he has laid down the
maximum number of cases in which such allowances can be
granted in respect of each District and states that people.can get

-on the waiting list only when vacancies occur. In other words,

they have to wait for the time when those on the lists will be removed

“from this world.

With regard to the description of these allowances as

‘“charitable allowances”, T entirely endorse the request of the

hon. Members for Galle and Ruanwella. In the old days, what
were called “paupers’ allowances” were provided under the votes
of the respective Government Agents and the maximum payment
laid down was Rs. 2.50 per mensem. And, Sir, to receive even

“this sum of Rs. 2.50 people had to go either to the residence of the

Maniagar or to the Kachcheri.

May I ask the Hon. Minister of Labour and Social Services, in
formulating this new scheme, to issue a comprehensive statement of

“the conditions or terms on which allowances would be paid by the

various Government Agents ? Today payments vary with the
persons who for the time being hold the position of Government

-Agent and the methods of assessing the requirements of these
_people also vary.
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I would emphasize that there are many widows who de not like
to come forward and make applications to Kachcheries for assistance
from Government particularly for the education of their children.
If even *‘n the c'rcular that will be ‘ssued to Government Agents,
this allowance is described as “‘assistance to needy people”, it will
help many people who are today in need of funds who will not
come forward to ask for charitable allowances.

May I also ask the Hon. Minister of Labour and Social
Services to see that these allowances are paid to these people in their-
own homes through Chief Headmen or Vidanes of the areas ?
To get these allowances they will either have to go to the Kachcheri
or to a central spot.
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FOOD SUBSIDIES
22.7.1948
Pages 1182 - 1186

Mr. Kanagaratnam : I shall be very brief as the Hon. Minister
of Food will have to catch the train to Jaffna tonight on a very
important engagement.

I am in a somewhat difficult situation when speaking on this
Estimate because I myself belonged to the organisation of Govern-
ment which was in charge of the distribution of food during a most
difficult and serious crisis in the history o this country. As a
colleague of mine, the hon. Member for Galle, stated, we are
just now sitting on the Public Accounts Committee to examine the
various observations made in the Reports of the Auditor-General on
various irregularities connected with the distribution of food
during this period. Whatever that may be, I must pay, not
taking any credit for myself, my own personal tribute to my
colleagues in the Public Service for the manner in which they
handled this situation.

Public servants who were never accustomed to trade were
converted overnight into shop-keepers, and in spite of the defi-
ciencies in the organisation and the various malpractices which
have been severely condemned by me in my capacity as Acting
Auditor-General of this Island, I must say that they acquitted
themselves most creditably.

Without asking for any appreciation from this House, may I
say that the day after the Japanese raid I was asked by the Cuvil
Defence Commissioner to take charge of a load of dry fish which
was in harbour and which the master o the ship had threatened to
throw overboard.

Mr. Dahanayake : Did he not threaten to throw you overboard ?

Mr. Kanagaratnam : I volunteered to undertake that most
odious task of handling and selling dry fish. I must say that, in
spite of lack of experience in this kind of trade, I did wellin supplying
the people at that time with a commodity that was most essentially
needed. Not only did I have the opportunity of rendering that
service, but I also brought in to the coffers of Government a hand-
some profit of about Rs. 100,000.

Mr. Wilmot A, Perera : Profiteering.
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Mr. Kanagaratnam : [ entirely associate myself with what the
hon. Member for Galle said with regard to the manner in which this
organisation was handled at that time. It was absolutely necessary
in order to cope with the volume of work to employ a number of
people on a temporary basis, and it is true that many of them made
it the opportunity to make money, but it should be said to the
credit of most of the public servants who held permanent appoint-
ments under Government that they treated this work as work
which they owed to the country at a time when the people needed
their services most.

I am glad, Sir, that today the Minister of Food has come
to this House for a vote to cover the losses on the subsidies that
have been granted in respect of the supply of food during that
period. You will remember that I raised this question during the
Budget Debate last year, and I told this House that, in spite of the

. anticipations at the beginning of the food organisation, a time will
come when we shall not be in a position to make sufficient profits
to cover all these losses. We have realised even at this late hour
that if any subsidy is continued, it will be a definite loss and a
charge on the revenue of this country. May I, in this connection
ask the Hon. Minister of Food how he proposes to find the money ?

From the point of view of purity of financial procedure,
it would have been wiser for the Government to have met these
losses as they occurred during each of the years in which the losses
occurred ; and, today, I definitely ask the House to seriously
consider whether we have sufficient funds to meet the losses. At the
end of 1945-46, all our surplus revenue was credited to a fund
called the National Development Reserve Fund, which stood at
Rs. 193,000,000 at the end of September, 1946. According to a
decision of the State Council, it is clear that this Fund cannot be
touched to meet these losses. This Fund was inaugurated by a
Resolution of the State Council with a transfer of Rs. 30,000,000
from the surplus funds at September 30, 1943, as a reserve for
purposes of reconstruction and development. Expenditure from
the National Development Reserve will therefore require legislative
authority. This Fund stood at Rs. 193,000,000 at the end of
1945-46.

The Accounts for 1946-47 have not yet been published by
the Treasury, and I would draw the serious attention of the Hon.
Minister of Finance to the inordinate delay in the publication of
those accounts. It was only two days ago that they gave us a
statement of the Profit and Loss Accounts of the various trading
activities for 1943-44 and 1944-45. The delay has a very serious
bearing on the consideration of the finances of this country, and,
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when we take up the Budget Debate next week, we may not have
these accounts. So, itis of the utmost importance that the Treasury
should furnish the figures as promptly as possible for the information
of the House.

I understand that the surplus available at the end of the
year 1946-47 was in the neighbourhood of Rs. 55,000,000, which
has not yet been transferred to the Reserve Fund, and the
anticipated surplus for 1947-48, we may assume Rs. 50,000,000.
So that, roughly about Rs. 100,000,000 only will be available to
meet the total of the two Supplementary Votes amounting to
Rs. 212,500,000.

You will find in the Budget that is submitted for the year
1948-49, that after providing for a sum of Rs. 50,000,000 to meet
the losses on subsidies, there is hardly any balance left. When the
time comes for the consideration of the Budget for 1948-49, I shall
raise the question as to how that sum is assessed. If the subsidy
which the Government is giving is to continue, the loss will amount
to much more than Rs. 50,000,000 which will result in a deficit
Budget and not a surplus Budget.

Sir, I am glad that today we close this chapter of the losses
which have accumulated from year to year and on which various
Members on this side of the House have rightly condemned the
Administration.

May I say that it was my share of duty to check up the accounts
during a most anxious period when this organisation was in force,
and I must say, although I will refer to it at the proper time and ,
place, that there was general laxity on the part of the Government
in organising and in carrying out the Food Control administration.
The way in which the Treasury, in particular, did not exercise
sufficient control over this organisation, led to serious malpractices
which were pointed out in all the reports of the Auditor Generaf
lor the last five years. If only those reports were considered in the
spirit in which they were written, most of those malpractices would
have been avoided long ago.

I congratulate the Hon. Minister on the able manner in which
he marshalled all the facts and stated to the House how difficuh
it was for the Government at that time, to feed the people when
they had not the opportunity of finding the food at a price within
their means. I am glad that although the Government incurred
such losses, yet we have survived a period during which many
other countries had undergone much greater hardships. I support
the Supplementary Vote on the understanding that the Hon.
Minister will clearly indicate to the House how he proposes to meet
he losses.
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APPROPRIATION BILL—3.8.1949
Hansard- Vol. 6—Pages 1150 to 1160.

Mr. K. Kanagaratnam (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Education) : Mr. Speaker, Sir, the hon. Member for Nuwara
Eliya (Mr. Thondaman) in his speech this morning referred to
the fact that the Hon. Minister of Industries (Mr. G. G. Ponnam-
balam) left the House when the hon. Member for Nawalapitiya
(Mr. Rajalingam) was speaking in Tamil. I do not know whether
the hon. Member made the suggestion that the Hon. Minister of
Industries was not in any way supporting the use of the mother
tongue in the speeches delivered in this House, but I must remind
the hon. Member for Nuwara Eliya that it was the Hon. Minister of
Industries himself who made the first speech in Tamil in this House.
I myself had intended to speak in Tamil on this occasion, but
owing to the very restricted time allotted, I have decided to make
my observations on this Budget Debate in English, and I trust that
with the appointment of a full-time Tamil reporter to the staff,
for which provision is included in the draft Estimates, it will
be possible for the hon. Members—Tamil speaking members, to
make use of their mother tongue in delivering their speeches in this
House.

I would first of all deal with some of the observations made by
hon. Members both on this side of the House and on the Opposition
side with regard to certain matters connected with the present
educational problems. The hon. Member for Gampaha (Mr. P. D.
Jayawardena) referred to certain schools which are unable to
present students for public examinations owing to the fact that
they have not yet been admitted for registration by the Department.
The hon. Member may not be aware of the fact that, when the last
Amendment was made to the Education Ordinance, registration of
new denominational schools ceased and Government took upon
itself the responsibility for providing schools wherever necessary ;
but if the hon. Member referred to any schools that were on the
waiting list to be recognised by the Department, I shall ask the
Hon. Minister to look into the complaints made by the Hon.
Member if specific cases are brought to my notice.

The hon. Member for Deniyaya (Mr. V. G. W. Ratnayaka)
said that there are many Government schools which are under-
staffed and that in the course of a conversation with the Minister
he suggested to him that relief teachers should be appointed to
vacant posts. Ifthe Hon. Member will look into the draft Estimates
for the next year, he will find that provision has been made for
50 relief teachers for English schools, and 350 relief teachers for
Vernacular schools. As regards the understaffing of the English
schools and the Vernacular Schools run by Government, there were
complaints made from time to time that many teachers who had
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obtained their certificates and who had been trained in the various
training schools and colleges were waiting to be employed. The
Department has taken the necessary action, and when all the
particulars called for from the various Government schools are
received, steps will be taken to give employment to all those
teachers who are on the waiting list provided there are enough
‘vacancies.

In the morning the hon. Member for Medawachchiya
(Mr. M. Senanayake) made a bitter complaint that a Central
School is to be opened in the southern part of the City of Colombo,
whereas his request for a Central School in his constituency has not
yet been granted. The Central School referred to by him which
has been opened in the South of Colombo is one which has been in
existence for some time. It has only been shifted to a new building
which is now being put up to accommodate this school. As
regards provision for new schools, with the appointment of the new
Assistant Secretary, Mr. Pearce, a comprehensive scheme is being
prepared to provide schools in every part of the country according
to the demand and the necessity arising in that part. I can
assure the hon. Member for Medawachchiya that, when this scheme
is finally completed and submitted to the Minister, his request for
a Central School in his electorate will be considered.

The hon. Second Member for Badulla (Mr. J. C. T. Kotalawela,
yesterday asked the Hon. Minister what he had done in regard to
education. The hon. Minister himself in his speech last week
outlined the present policy of Government in regard to free
education and assured this House that it was not theintention of the
Government to deviate from the system of free education. Perhaps,
hon. Members will be interested to know that the system of free
education, which was introduced as a result of the majority report
of a Committee which was appointed in 1943, provided for free
education from the Kindergarten up to the university. Many
complaints were made when the recommendations of this Committee
were considered by the last State Council that free education is not
merely giving the opportunity to a particular boy or girl to get
education free in a school, but that according to the paying capacity
of the parents enough facilities should be provided for children
in poorer homes to get books and to get, if necessary, assistance by
way of lodging and board in any school to which he or she may be
sent.

In this connection, I should like to make a few observations
on the policy of free education specially in view of the fact that
while its character is being retained, certain changes are contem-~
plated in the new recommendations of the Hon. Minister of Edu-
‘cation which have been submitted for consideration by the Cabinet.
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I have been reading some literature on the system of education
which was introduced in India about ten years ago what today is
known as the Wardha Scheme. It was the result of a very careful
study of the economic conditions prevailing in India, and the system
of education that had been in vogue there during so many years of
foreign rule. When Mahatma Gandhi asked the educational
experts to adumbrate a new scheme suited to the conditions in
India, having regard to the vast masses that live in villages, he
stated categorically that there should be free and compulsory
education, for a period of seven years on a nation-wide scale.
He also stated that he was opposed to the cost of higher education
being met from public revenue. It is on that basis that you find
today basic education under the new scheme conducted in India.

In Ceylon, we still give unfettered opportunities to children
to get free education from the Kindergarten to the university,
provided they are fit for it.

I do not propose to go into the details of the changes con-
templated under the recommendations which have just been made
to the Cabinet. Members of the House will have ample opportunities
to examine the new proposals.

I shall now make a few observations on the Budgetary porposals
before the House. A number of criticisms have been levelled,
both from the Government side as well as from the Opposition
against the Government. One specially significant feature in this
Debate is the freedom with which Members, particularly on the
Government side, have criticized the policies and the work of
some of the Ministers. Constructive criticism is necessary for
the proper working of a democratic system of Government. I
myself, when I occupied a seat on the Opposition side—

Dr.Perera : Those were the days !

Mr. Kanagaratnam: freely criticized some of the measures
adopted by Government in carrying out its responsibilities. At the
.same time, I was not slow to recognise the good work that was
being done by some of the Ministries, not merely after the country
had attained independence but even before that.

I referred particularly to the fact that, since the inauguration
of the Donoughmore Constitution and the partial transfer of power
to the people of this country, vast strides had been made in
developing the national resources of the country.

No democratic Government can claim immunity from criticism.
Particularly in the case of a young democratic Government, which
is now feeling its way and exercising the powers it has obtained
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under- the new independence, a certain amount of criticism is
inevitable. I would go even further and say that there is room for
criticism. Self-government had been granted after a period of over
a hundred years during which opportunities had not been given
to the people to develop the whole of their resources. It must
necessarily be difficult for any Government to satisfy the require-
ments of even its mildest critic.

I would earnestly ask hon. Members to view with some
indulgence the work of the various Ministries, especially those
entrusted with the task of national development.

I do not propose to go into details, as the Ministers entrusted
with some of the more important departments have explained
their policy and programme of work. Other Ministers are yet to
follow on. :

In regard to the major industries and the utility and social
services which have been launched since this Government came into
power, I would refer to the total expenditure provided in the
Estimates from time to time, in order to show Members that the
Government is well on its onward march in providing the necessary
amenities and facilities for the people.

I shall compare the amounts spent in 1937-38 with the amounts
provided in the new Budget proposals, firstly in relation to the main
activities of the Government, namely—development of agriculture
and industry. In 1937-38, the amount spent on agriculture was
Rs. 12 million, and the provision for the next year is Rs. 163
million, In addition to Rs. 62 million from Loan Funds. For
industrial development, which was then in its early stages, in
1937-38, the provision was Rs. 545,000, and the provision for the
next year is Rs. 8 million. Similarly, the Irrigation Department
spent Rs. 2 million in 1937-38, and Rs. 15 million is provided for
next year. In the matter of social services, in 1937-38 there was no
separate department for social services, hpt anyway, the amount
that was spent in doing out assistance to people who were not in
a position to find their own means of livelihood was only Rs. 65,000
and the provision for next year is Rs. 12 million. In regard to
utility services, the Public Works Department spent Rs. 10 million
in 1937-38, and there is provision in the sum of Rs. 37 million for
next year. The expenditure on the telecommunication and postal
serziccs has risen from Rs. 7 million in 1937-38 to Rs. 27 million in
1949-50.

In addition to these provisions for the development of the
national resources, facilities for transport and communication,
particularly to those who have not hitherto enjoyed these amenities,
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have been granted in an abundant degree by the present Govern-
ment. It does not mean that any people can be satisfied with
what the Government is doing now, but at the same time we
cannot expect to work miracles all of a sudden, especially in a
country where such facilities had not been given for years. I can
only say that, from the programme of work drawn up by this
Government, it is evident that it is fully alive to the responsibilities
entrusted to it, particularly in giving all facilities to the common
man and woman living in the villages to secure the fullest benefit
from a Government which they can claim as their own.

In regard to rural development, a certain amount of criticism
has also been made by Members on the Government side. One
hon. Member said that it was a huge joke perpetrated on the people
of this country. Rural development requires careful planning.
A department was started only recently, and it is necessary to co-
ordinate the activities of the various departments which should act
in concert in order to produce the desired results in the uplift of
the villages. In my own electorate, with the efforts made by the
people and the assistance given by the Government through its
various . officers, a considerable amount of work is being done
through a number of societies started in the various parts of my
electorate.

In this connection, I desire to refer to a matter on which I
spoke at length in the last Budget Debate. I refer to the problem
of drink. During the last Village Committee Elections, there were
many disturbances of the peace in various villages, so much so, that
even the Government, with the aid of the Police Stations, in the
outlying places, could not check these disturbances. I happened to
be in my electorate during one of these elections, and the Govern-
ment Agent who also happened to be there on his visit to that part
of the electorate, told me that unless active steps were taken to put
down these disturbances, it would be necessary to do away with
these elections altogether. Ever since I was returned to this House
by a rural constituency, I have been flooded with requests from
people that I should take early steps to do away with the Tree Tax
system under which toddy is tapped at present in Jaffna.

Dr. Perera : Under the tree tax system ?

Mr. Kanagaratnam : This system under which toddy is freely
available in all parts of Jaffna, and even in every house, has created
a position whereby poverty and misery have been brought into
practically, every home.

Myr. Dahanayake : There was a Select Committee on Excise, the
Chairman of which was Mr. Speaker, that went into the question.
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Mr. Kanagaratnam : There are several complaints from
parents that even their children have taken to drink and do not
attend school regularly. I was hoping that, in drawing up its
national programme Government will give due consideration to this
important question. I do not know what the policy of the present
Government is, but I find that one of its Ministers at a public
meeting stated that prohibition must be introduced into this
country if a national Government is to assure prosperity and happi-
ness to its people. I hope that, in spite of the fact that the con-
siderable revenue which is derived from the sale of liquor has
become deep-rooted in our financial structure, it will still be
done, so that the people will be freed from opportunities to drink.

The Debate on the Budget mainly centred on the statement of
the Hon. Minister of Finance that this is a Budget providing full
employment to the people of this country. The hon. Member for
Ruanwella devoted his entire speech to this one question, and the
Hon. Minister of Labour and Social Services referred to employment
and education, particularly to the Wardha Scheme which has been
started in India and under which education is imparted, not only
to enable anyone to reach the highest pinnacle of an academic
career but a'so to receive that education which will enable him to
make use of it to earn a living. In any new changes that will be
introduced in the present system of education to enable a practical
education to be given to those who are not fit for an academic
career, I trust that the principles underlying basic education will be
duly considered.

It is not enough to say that, after a boy has reached the age
of fourteen, he should be asked to go through a practical training.
He should be given an opportunity from the very start of his
educational career to earn some handicgaft which will, not only
inculcate in him a sense of the dignity of labour, but also help him
in the long run to appreciate that whatever education he receives
should be an education to enable him to earn his own living. In
the system of basic education, provision is made for students to
produce such articles that will help them to earn a living.

It was only recently that this question was discussed at the
All-India Basic Education Rally in Coimbatore. On a review
oof the work of eleven continuous years in the field of basic education,
it was ascertained that with the articles produced by the children
during the seven year period of their training the children were
able to contribute nearly 40 per cent of the expenditure incurred by
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Government in imparting that system of education. In view of our
soaring Education Vote, it will be worth while considering at least
in the new scheme of primary education, the introduction of the
system of basic education that has been tried with success in India.

Another department which. incurs considerable expenditure
and in which expenditure is bound to rise, is the Department of
Medical and Sanitary Services. The Hon. Minister dwelt at
length on the various facilities provided for preserving the health
of the nation and the expert advice he is getting from outside to help
him in the various activities of the Department. But no mention
has been made of the indigenous system of medicine existing in this
country. I happened to be present at the conference of the Siddha
medical practitioners held in Jaffna, and I read an account of a
similar conference held near about Colombo. Complaints were
made that Government was not giving adequate assistance to
promote this most useful system that had been in vogue in the
country for centuries. Hon. Members will observe that in the
Budget the amount provided for the Western system of medicine
under the Health Vote is Rs. 66,000,000, while the amount provided
for the system of indigenous medicine is only Rs. 689,867.

I do not think that even with the very large sums of money
now being spent on the maintenance of the health of the nation
we can get a complete system to satisfy the demands of the people.

I would, therefore, earnestly ask that Government do take
early steps to encourage the indigenous system of Ayurveda and
provide Government dispensaries and hospitals in the various
parts of the country.

Finally, Sir, I would refere to the introduction of national
languages. The Hon. Minister of Finance mentioned in his
speech about the work done by Government to give to our national
languages their proper place in the life of the country. He said
that in the English schools, with the gradual introduction of
teaching through the mother tongue, it was very necessary that
adequate provision should be made for the training of teachers and
for providing facilities for a larger number of people who are
likely to enter Government Service.

In this connection, I would refer to the suppression of two
important posts in the Department of Education, namely, the
post of Chief Translators of Sinhalese and Tamil. It was intended
that these posts should be transferred to the Department of In-
formation and provision was accordingly not made under the votes
of the Education Department. I now find that the provision
made under the Department of Information is for the normal
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posts of translators and not for these two important posts
providéd for under the votes of the Governor as these officers did
not only the important translation work of the various Government
Departments but also took part on ceremonial occasions when
interpretations had to be done. It is rather unfortunate that at this
time when every encouragement should be given to the study of our
national languages that posts of such an important nature and
responsibility should have been suppressed.

A Select Committee of the State Council in its Report on the
introduction of Sinhalese and Tamil as Official Languages re-
commended the appointment of a Commissioner of National
Languages and the creation of a Department of National Languages.
It also recommended the establishment of a Translation Bureau
and 2 Research Institute under that Department. The translation
of such important documents of Sessional Papers, Administration
Reports, Government notifications and other work of a similar type
cannot be undertaken without proper supervision by competent
men ,who are well trained, and who possess sufficient knowledge
both in the mother tongue and in English.

I would therefore ask that the posts of two Chief Translators
be restored and money provided under some department, preferably
the Department of Information.

I would also, in this connection, urge the necessity fgr the
creation of a cultural trust. It is very essential that with the
introduction of the national languages our ancient culture and
heritage should be preserved, and our fine arts, particularly music
and drama revived, and the Government should appoint competent
men to do the necessary research work in order to preserve our
culture.
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WELCOME ADDRESS
TO DR. & MRS. MURTHY

At Jaffna on 6-9-1960 at the Reception accorded by the
Homeopathic Practitioners of the Jaffna District
and Students of the Indian Institute
of Homeopaths

. Dr. MURTHY, PRACTITIONERS AND FRIENDS,

I thank the Homeopathic practitioners. of the Jaffna District,
particularly the students of the Indian Institute of Homeopaths
for the great privilege accorded to me to preside over this reception
to Dr. and Mrs. Murthy who have come to us from India as friend
and promoters of the Homeopathic system of medicine.

My first contact with Dr. Murthy is of special significance.
In March 1955, the Minister for Health appointed a Committee
to examine and report on the extent to which Homeopathy is
practised in Ceylon and whether Homeopathy should be recognised
by the State. I was appointed to this Committee on the strength of
a report which I had previously made on the History of Ayurveda
in Ceylon as a Member of the Board of Indigenous Medicine.
As a Member of the Homeopathic Committee, I had the opportunity
to study the Homeopathic system of Medicine, its history and
principles and the extent to which it is practised in various
countries.

In the course of our inquiry, many practitioners of Homeopathy
gave evidence and although they produced their degrees, diplomas
and certificates of no less than 96 varieties, yet the bulk of them
produced certificates issued by the Indian Institute of Homeopaths
of which Dr. Murthy is the Managing Director. Frankly, I assigned
the same merit to all the certificates, in the absence of personal
knowledge of any of the organisations which issued them but I was
curious to learn more of the Indian Institute of Homeopaths,
Kumbakonam as those who produced the certificates from this
Institute appeared to me of a superior type from the evidence
given by them. After the report was signed, I requested the
Ministry of Health to arrange for me to visit this Institute.
Accordingly, I went to Kumbakonam in July, 1955 and was
cordially received by Dr. Murthy and shown round the various
sections including the laboratory where he manufactures medicines
on the lines laid down by the founder of Homeopathy. I was a
disillusioned man when I inspected the institution. I had gone
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there with a prejudice to see only a manufactory of certificates
without any organised effort for training and imparting of knowledge
but I was a virlie and lively institution organised on best modern
and scientific lines, the like of which I have not seen even in a
Government Medical Institution. This Institute commenced to
impart education in Homeopathy in 1939 and it has the proud
distinction of claiming over 20,000 candidates from various parts of
India and Ceylon receiving instruction by postal tution. His
office organisation is one which is seldom seen even in a well
organised Government Department. He maintains a file for each
candidate and his certificates are issued only after a complete
satisfaction that the student has disclosed in his answers sufficient
knowledge of the system of medicine to enable him to practise his
profession.

I have since learnt that he had organised a Federation of the
Registered Homeopathic Medical Practitioners’ Associations of the
entire Madras State and this federation celebrated its first anni-
versary on the 31st of July this year. This Federation also checks
the indiscriminate growth of mushroom Institute of doubtful
reputation and prescribes high standards for the practitioners in
order to raise the level and the dignity of the practitioners. In
recognition of the greatservices rendered by Dr. Murthy, he had
been re-elected President of the Federation for the ensuing year.

It is therefore a matter of the greatest pleasure to us to have
Dr. Murthy in our midst and I believe this is his first visit to Ceylon.
One special feature in this great protogonist of Homeopathy is his
close contact with those of his students who have shown a desire to
study Homeopathy even after they have obtained their certificates
and many of his students have told me of the valuable advice and
guidance they received by post even today, free of charge and
given with a missionary zeal to propagate this system of medicine.
It is this desire to help his students that has brought Dr. Murthy
to see them in person and do whatever to help them to advance
their knowledge. May I in this connection make an appeal to
Dr. Murthy to establish a centre in Ceylon which he can visit
periodically. He can also organise periodical courses in practical
training on the same lines as he has organised at Kumbakonam.
To enable him to do this, the practitioners in Ceylon should first
form themselves into an association.

In this connection I might state that there were 295 practi-
tioners in Ceylon at the time the Committee sat in 1955 of which
only 120 were full-time practitioners of Homeopathy. According to
the latest pronouncement of the Minister of Health at a meeting of
the Ceylon Homeopathic Society there is every possibility of
Homeopathy being recognised by Government and legislation
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introduced to control the practice and regulate the teaching of
Homeopathy in Ceylon. The visit of Dr. Murthy at this juncture
is a happy augury for us and I have no doubt that he will help us
with his valuable advice and experience when Government starts
the project.

To you, Mrs. Murthy we offer a hearty welcome to our country
and particularly to Jaffna which is the ancient home of the Tamils
who came from your own district to Tanjore and Kumbakonam.
We have many pointsof civilisation and customs in common and we
trust you will persuade your husband to bring you here more
frequently and keep alive our contact. Incidentally I might state
here that Dr. and Mrs. Murthy are the promoters of our ancient
culture, Dance and Music and one of his daughters, Indubala,
gave recently in Colombo an exquisite performance of Bharata
Natiya as a member of the Padmini and Ragini Troupe.

K. KANAGARATNAM,
Chairman,
Recgption Commitiee.
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"MR. KANAGARATNAM’S LAST LETTER TO THE PRESS
(“Ceplon Daily News’> 21st May, 1962)
PUBLIC SERVICE AND CORRUPTION

The “Ceylon Daily News’ of the 12th instant contained a
news item that ‘“‘the Minister for Finance is considering the
“introduction of legislation to deal deterrently and speedily with
corruption in the Public Service’’.

Recently the Minister of CGommerce, Trade, Food and Shipping
-suggested that Government Servants under interdiction should
be placed on “No Pay’’ and the Ceylon Observer had a news
item on the 10th inst. that “at Mr. Illangaratne’s insistence the
Justice Ministry is now drawing up legislation for stricter measures
against “‘suspect Public Servants’’. About the same time, the
Times of Ceylon published in its issue of the 11th inst. under broad
head lines ““lakhs lost in Rice Frauds’’ and the Daily News published
““Food Chief bares big G.P.S. (Guaranteed Purchase Scheme)
Racket”’.

These would no doubt give the impression to the Public that
the public services as a whole is rotten to the core, compelling
Government to bring such strong and drastic legislative measures
to prevent corruption, not withstanding the existence of adequate
Financial Regulations to deal with all cases of fraud and corruption.
In this connection, the Secretary of the Public Service Workers’
“Trade Union Federation poses the pertinent question to the
Minister for Food “To Mr. Illangaratne, I can only say physician,
heal thyself. Corruption, fraud and dishonesty have not been
exclusive monopolies of the public services. Politicians and even
Ministers have been found guilty of such offences. The scandals
about appointments in the public services, transfers and promotions
and mercenary considerations on which they are made on the
“interference of politicians stink to high heavens.”’

As an old public servant who first started life in the General
- Clerical Service, then rose to three staff appointments ending in the
position of Acting Auditor-General, I felt sad to find why the public
-service has come to such a pass, specially because during my 35
years’ service which ended in 1946 the public service was held in
high esteem, both during the colonial regime and when the ad-
ministration passed into the hands of elected representatives under
the Donoughmore Constitution. There was corruption but it was
negligible, considering the size of the public services. Even after
my retirement, my interest in the public services continued, when
I was 2 member of the first Parliament under the Soulbury Consti-
~tution and later in my days of retirement.
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Even today, my faith in the efficiency, honesty and integrity
of the public services as a whole remains unshaken. although I
concede, that after the last war, when Government had necessarily
to embark on some trading activities and later established several
Corporations as autonomous bodies, corruption had crept in to a
large extent, not because the services were inherently corrupt but
many factors have contributed to the growth of this corruption.
In the first place, Government was new to these enterprises and
was not ready with properly trained staff’ with good accounting
knowledge both to do and supervise the work. The services too
grew unwieldy with the establishment of many new departments to
‘handle these new projects. There was no proper screening of the
new recruits to the services and many of them who were taken on a
temporary basis got themselves confirmed in permanent appoint-
ments. Many of the big frauds during the recent years have been
committed by these recruits. They took advantage of the loose
systems of accounting and inadequate supervision at the top.

I have served 20 years under the colonial system and 15 years
under the Donoughmore constitution, both as an Audit Officer
and as an Accountant and had dealt with a number of frauds
and defalcations. They were few and far between and not on the
colossal type of the present ones. The largest services in Govern-
ment are the General Clerical Service and the clerical services
of specialised departments, such as the Postal, Railway, Survey,
Customs, etc., and they formed the back bone of the administration.
These services were so efficient that a Colonial Secretary of those
days described them as the brazen wheel of the public services.

Admittedly, the deterioration of the public services started
with the taking of all and sundry after the last war without proper
screening and this more or less synchronised with the attainment of”~
independence; when politicians unused to power and untrained in
correct constitutional procedure, considered public services as a
domain in which they have a certain claim for interference.
What contributed to this false notion was the precedent already
established by the reference of public service appointments,
questions of discipline etc., to the various Executive Committees.-
functioning as Ministries composed of elected representatives.
under the Donoughmore constitution. Corruptions started in
these Committees and it was checked immediately it was discovered
and some members of the State Council had to face an inquiry by a
Bribery Commission and disappear from the political arena when
charges of corruption were proved against them.

But things took a different turn when complete independence-
was attained and political parties were formed. Prior to inde--
pendence, elections were fought on an individual basis but after-
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independence, the contesting parties requisitioned the assistance of
public servants during elections though not openly, and when a
party came to power Government Servants who opposed them or
did not give their support to them had to face their odium. Political
interference was frequent and even the first Chairman of the newly
created Public Services Commission had to protest vehemently
.against interference. Appointments were in some cases made
on the political leanings of the candidates concerned.

Weak-kneed officials succumbed to the machinations of
politicians because they courted their assistance in the matter of their
own preferments in the service. The low ranks of the public
services who had none to help them became a frustrated body.
They formed the largest number in the public services. On the
top of this, inexperienced politicians in the exercise of their new
power threw volleys of abuse on public servants at public meetings
in their own electorates and elsewhere calling them stooges,
saboteurs and what not. Even seasoned politicians attacked them
within the precincts of Parliament knowing very well that there
were well defined procedures to deal with them by reporting them to
the authorities and that the poor public servants could not even
defend themselves through the medium of the press.

What is the position today in the public services ? Lightning
Strikes, go slow in work, open defiance of authority, disappearance
of important office files, indiscipline and impertinent behaviour
towards the public are the order of the day. Through sheer
frustration public servants have lost interest in their work with the
result that supervision slackened and those inclined to corruption
resorted to thefts of public funds. In the Postal Department alone,
large sums of money and cheques running into millions are being
robbed or lost in transit. The chain of loyalty which has hitherto
tied the public servants to the Government has almost snapped and
it will not be long before complete chaos begins to rear its head.

Now, coming to the sordid story of corruption and the
pungent punitive measures contemplated by the Ministers for
Finance and Food, I would respectfully ask the Government to
ponder over these matters with restraint before they are put into
effect. When children are cautioned about their behaviour
they point to their parents who had set the pattern for them.
Similarly, the Government Servants who become corrupt receive
their inspiration from politicians who are far more corrupt and still
escape with impunity. For the last 15 years or more, severe
indictments have been made against politicians both by the public
and the press and even by Public Service Unions who are barred by
departmental regulations from criticising those in power.
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Take the present challenge to the Minister for Food by the
Secretary of the PSWTUF. No Government Servant of the olden
days would have escaped punishment after making such a challenge
but fortunately, the Government of that day did not give any room
or occasion for such a challenge. Unfortunately, the reverse is the
case today. A Bribery Commission was appointed at the persistent
demand of the public. Two Members of the Parliament and two
Ministers were found guilty of bribery and corruption. The Press
spotlighted the other day two of them sitting with the Prime
Minister on a public platform and participating in an important
public meeting. One of them has, I understand, even been
to a Conference in Ottawa as an emissary of the Government.
The two Ministers have gone into oblivion.

It is the general talk among public servants and the public
too that these corrupt members were not punished because they
belonged to the party in power. You cannot blame the public
servants nor the public for drawing this conclusion and becoming
corrupt in their own turn. More serious than this, a responsible
Minister of the Government made animadversions against the
Bribery Commissioner although he was selected for the job by the
same Government, apparently on his own merits of high character
and integrity. Things have come to such a pass that, even members
of the Government Parliamentary Group are making open charges
against their own men.

~ Another cause of discontent among public servants is the un-
reasonable attitude which the Government takes sometimes even in
regard to their just and fair demands. It has been my painful
experience during the past few years to see Government settling
disputes with the public servants only after they had shown a stiff’
stand and sometimes had staged a strike. The Government
should consider every question with firmness in the first instance
and come to a correct decision and it should not swerve from that
position. Instead of doing this it has shown its weakness in many
cases, by giving in only after a threat made by public servants.

Government does not realise how much of its prestige and
sense of justice is lost by such delayed action. Considerable delays
in dealing with cases of interdicted officers, publication of reports of
Committees or Commissions appointed to investigate frauds in some
of the departments have also made the Government servants feel
that there was no room for justice and fair play. A Commission
was appointed years ago to investigate irregularities in the Irrigation
Department and later a Commission was appointed to investigate
irregularities in the Public Works Department. These reports
were never published although some of the officers in the Public
Works Department were punished.
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The publication of these reports would have acted as a deterrent
on public officers and prevented further frauds. Two or more
Committees were appointed to inquire into certain disputes between
the Head of a Department and some of its officers but neither the
reports have been published nor punishment meted out, although
more than two years had elapsed. These delays do not inspire
confidence in the Government ; on the other hand they indicate
its weakness to deal firmly with the miscreant.

The time has now come to cry halt. Government should not
stand on its prestige but should come to a good understanding
with the public services. No Government can run efficiently
without the full and spontaneous support and loyalty on the public
services. The public servant must be made to feel that, whatever
the political views of the party in power may be, he will receive just
and due treatment at its hands. This is how the administrative
service in England is functioning and ought to function here. Let
the Government build up a good bridge of mutual trust and con-
fidence with the public servants and efficiency and good service
to the public will follow automatically.

K. KANAGARATNAM.
Colombo.
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