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R.SAMPANTHAN, ~PARLIAMENT

Member of Parliament,
Trincomalle.
Leader, Tamil National Alliance.
06" July 2013.

Mr.V. Thirunavukkarasu, the well known Trade Union
activist in the Government Clerial Service Union (G.C.S.U.) and
political activist in the N.S.S.P. has faced many travails and
tribulations as aresult of his convictions and fearless activities.

Mrs. Rasathevi Thirunavukkarasu who passed away on
16" June 2013 has been a tower of strength to him. Her
spontaneous support to him in all activities gave him the courage
to face any situation however difficult it may have been.
Mr.Thirunavukkarasu is deeply indebted to her and greatly
appreciative of the great supporting role played by his wife.
We join in paying tribute to Mrs. Thirunavukkarasu and also
offering our sincere condolences.

R.Sampanthan,
Member of Parliament, Trincomalle.

Leader, Tamil National Alliance.

R. SAMPANTHAN
Member of Parliament
Tincomalee Distries
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Mrs. Rasathevi beloved wife of Comrade Thirunavuakkarasu,,
\passed away recently. I can remember 1 have met her a few times but
only for very short periods. She was a charming personality. very
hospitable and attentive towards friends and colleagues of Thiru.

As you all know Thiru is and has been an ardent activist from
the time of 1980 July general strike. A leading member of the
Government Clerical Services Union (GCSU) he participated in the
strike and was dismissed from the public services by the then UNP
government. He was jobless until 1984 in which year he was re-
instated. Retiring prematurely in 1985 Thiru became a full - time
political activist for the NSSP.

In all these difficult years Mrs. Rasathevi was beside Thiru and
provided him the courage and determination to carry on the life.
In the recent years when there were heightened tensions, Thiru has had
to face numerous threats and attacks because he was an anti —war
activist living in the south. But Thiru never gave up his activism and
‘'worked with Sinhalese people against the slaughter and mayhem. 1
know that Mrs. Rasathevi, though somewhat worried about the safety
of her husband , stood by him which provided Thiru the necessary
inspiration to fight for justice and equality.
In my opinion , Thiru could not have had abetter partner.

Siritunga Jayasuriya
08,07.2013
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Comrade T. Rasathevi

Rasathevi was the wife of Comrade Thirunavukarasu.
Thiru is a leader of NSSP and Ex MMC Colombo. She was
devoted her family. In addition she was a loyal member of the
NSSP who worked silently on all occasions. She contested in
several elections when the party requested her help. Thiru lost his
job in 1980 as a leader of the strike, and she shared the entire
burden of the family with great courage and sincerity. Also, with
determination she cultivated land she inherited to keep the family
going. Thus she was an example of sacrifice for a cause. This
family suffered over forty years defending the policies of the
NSSP. In the course of it Rasathevi made a contribution to the
struggle for liberation of proletarians, and also for the redemption
of the Tamil people which will be remembered by the future
proletarian militants.
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She passed away at the age of 71. In this universe all
things arise and perish without any permanency. Only those who
gained universal consciousness through devotion to mankind will
be eternal. Rasathevi will remain with us for ever.

Dr.Vickramabahu Karunarathna /NSSP
1. July. 2013
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Com.Rasathevi Thirunavukkarasu

We send this solemn message in commemoration of the
beloved wife of our leading Comrade V.Thirunavukkarasu who
dedicated his whole life not only to the Tamil National
Liberation Struggle, but also to the victory of socialist renewal in

Sri Lanka and the whole world arena, as is our perspective.

I first met Com. Rasathevi in July 1983, when I went to
Jaffna for the first time in my life to meet our Comrades in the
Jaffna peninsula.l had gone there in the midst of the terrible July
riots against Tamils in the Sinhala areas.The bus reached Jaftna
at6.00 p.m., and I moved to Manipay to meet with Thiru. With
the help of some Tamil youths | managed to find out the location
of Thiru's residence .When I went there, Thiru was not there.
There was only Rasathevi and her smallchildren . None of them
could speak Sinhala, and I could not speak Tamil.But, never
will I forget the kind smile of Rasathevi and the small children
and 1 realized that they have heard of me. Thiru's eldest son

Vasanthan (Rajakumar) asked me, “Are you Nieluncle?”

Now, although Rasathevi could not engage in day to day
work of the party, she dared to contest the elections of our party in
Jaffna at times. Thanks to her tolerance and dedication to the
socialist cause, she supported Com .Thiru to carry out his
political activities despite threats from multiple sources to his
safety and security.
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Inthe 1980 July general strike, he led the strike as a leader
of the Government Clerical Services Union (GCSU,) lost his
job. Many wives of Asian families pressurize their husbands to
capitulate or to find a job here or abroad. But never did Rasathevi
pressurize Thiru, but, on the contrary, assisted him to carry

forward his class duty .
That was the devoted Comrade Rasathevi | have known.
And we salute her for her dedication.

Niel Wijethilaka
July 2, 2013
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One whois Excellent in ethos would live ever more

Death ,the cruel force, has separated the soul of the late Mrs.
Rasathevi Thirunavukkarasu who was born and bred at Manipay, the
heart of Jaffna , spent her latter period in Colombo, has exalted to the
apex of fame. Her death is a great demise to her family, her relatives and
to her birth place.

Excellence of one's life can be measured not only through one's
intention of the life but also the benefits rendered to the community. The
majesty of one's life is to live happily and to help others. I mean the
ultruistic life, the life for others. People who adopt this policy create a
noble history as well as becoming history, themselves. This reflection is
very appropriate to Mrs. .Rasathevi. She played many roles in her life
as a talented wife, affectionate mother, a loving grand- ma and an
excellent mother-in—law.

Her husband, Mr.Thirunavukkarasu. was enticed by Leftist
ideology and Marxian principles during his young period. Since he had
got involved in politics, she began to lead her life as a bread-winner.
When the war got intensified her husband ~ was forced to be away from
her. During this time she served bravely for the society. So, thus
emerged her national feeling on the Tamil community. The couplet
says thus:

“Who just or unjust lived shall soon appear;
By each one's offering shall the truth be clear.” (114). According to the
couplet the offering means legacy of one's life. The legacy that she left
in our midst is her pure life. Hope this life would be an example for us. I
express my deepest condolences toward the whole family members,
relatives and friends.
May God endow her eternal rest.

Rev.J.Antony Suthagar,
Dean of Students,
Christian Theology Seminary,
Chunnakam.
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Remembering RasatheviThirunavukkarasu
A life lived with courage and commitment.

VallipuramThirunavukkarasu has been a long time
member, initially of the LSSP and subsequently of the NSSP. His
loyalty, consistency and commitment to the Left movement and
trade unionism, in the struggle for justice and equality in this
country is well known. His has been a familiar name in electoral
politics as well having been a member of the Colombo Municipal
Council for a period.

He married Rasathevi in 1966 and they are the parents of
six children. As repeatedly stressed by speakers at the funeral,
being the wife of a trade union and Left activist and having to run
a home for a large family is an unenviable task. Many a Left
activist after a day of intense struggle or campaigning returned
home tired and exhausted. It is the home and the care bestowed by
their devoted partners and family members that sustained them.
Rasathevi's life was burdened with intense deprivations due to the
commitment and risks taken by Thiru.

From the travails since Thiru lost his job following the July
1980 general strike, and to the rigours of life faced by the family
without his presence in Jaffna for years due to the war, marked
with the displacement problems the family faced for two years, is
a long story. She bore it all with fortitude and courage. It fell on
her shoulders to run the family, mainly with some income derived
fromtheir ancestral lands. As Thiru would admit she was a tower
of strength to him and her support had been quite indispensable
for him.She even came forward to contest in some of the
elections, and was undaunted by the outcome. There were times
when Thiru faced threats to his life. She did not panic and never
dissuaded him from his political work.

I have known Thiru for over three decades. He was an
active member of the Jaffna Branch of the Movement for Inter-
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Racial Justice and Equality which was founded in 1979. The late
Annamalai (assassinated in 1989), the district secretary of the
NSSP, was a leading member of the Movement as we
documented and campaigned against the violation of human
rights, including detention without due process of law, and torture
of Tamil youth under extraordinary powers given to the security
forces under the Prevention of Terrorism Act. This was in the
early stages of the rise of Tamil youth militancy. I recollect that
whenever the Movement had an uphill task in organisational
work and in implementing action programmes, Annamalai
would always fall back on Thiru who was a key member of the
General Clerical Services Union (Jaffna Branch). When several
members of this union lost their jobs the Organisation for Justice
to Srikers was formed in Colombo and the Jaffna branch
composed of mostly MIRJE members played a notable role. This
convergence established bonds between trade unionists and other
members from civil society that were lasting.

That is how I among others have maintained a close
relationship with Thiru and others from the Left movement. 1
once asked Thiru how his family coped with all his sacrifices and
risks he took. He told me that he impressed on his family
members that this was a social commitment that could not be
evaded.

Rasathevi in particular stood by him in these struggles.
Even as we mourn her passing away, we pay homage to a life
lived with remarkable courage and commitment.

SilanKadirgamar
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We are very, very sad that our appamma left us 1 month ago.
She saw the 3 of us when we visited SriLanka last. We loved her deeply
as much as she loved us . We only saw her once but, we heard her
beautiful voice which sounded like birds singing early in the morning.
We felt her skin which felt like smooth silk. She let us make memories
that nobody could ever forget. She has left us now, but , we know that
she will bless us every single day, and we shall remember her forever.

Granddaughters,
Keerthiga, Rebeeca and Sastika.
Swiss

You may have lived far, far away from my home but, your
presence was fellwhen my father speaks highly about you.
Whenever he talked about you I always had the urge to meet you
atonce. 1finally had the chance to meetyou in person. Though it
was at a time most unfortunate. You yet used your remaining
strength to hug and kiss me . In that brief moment you showed
love for your family. And that love is something [ will show to my
little sister. I'm thankful that you raised a fine man, who [ proudly
call my dad although you've moved on your legacy will remain
for generations to come I only ask that you watch us and guide us
for hard ships in the future. I only wish that I've known you better
] know you will be a wonderful family guardian angel.

Grandson,
Dinushan

My Amamma was a great person that always cared about
her eldest daughter, my mom . She was very kind.! She was
a role model to not just me but everyone. She was a great
example of someone who put everyone else before herself.
Her passing away changed my life in many ways. She was a
person that could give me a lot of helpful advice. She was
the best grandma anyone could ever ask for. She would always
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Aganthi, and my brother Manikandan, even though he never
got a chance to see her alive.

True love is not Romeo and Juliet who passed away together. It is
about Grandma and Grandpa who grew old to gether.

Your dear grandson, Akash
My amamma

It has been 31 days since my dearly beloved amamma has
passed away but, I still get very emotional when I think about her.
The last time I saw her she was alive and well was when [ was Jjust
2 years old. I always thought of her as a shining example to not
just me but, everyone. I am going to follow her footsteps and
work my way towards becoming a women as great as my beloved
amamma

Granddaughter Aganthi

My Amamma was a great person that always cared
about her eldest daughter, my mom . She was very kind." She
was a role model to not justme but everyone. She was a
great example of someone who put everyone else before
herself. Her passing away changed my life in many ways. She
was a person thatcould give me a lot of helpful advice. She
was the best grandma anyone could ever ask for. She would
always be remembered as an amazing grandma by me, my sister
Aganthi, and my brother Manikandan, even though he never
gotachance to see heralive.

True love is not Romeo and Juliet who passed away together. It is
about
Grandma andGrandpa who grew old together.
Grandson, Akash
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We are the two lucky grandchildren who grew up with
amammah in Sri Lanka. She was a person who loved everyone and was
loved by all. She was kind, loving, honest and passionate. She always
stood by our sides in any situation.

It has now been 1 month since our amammah has passed away
but, we still miss her very much. We hope she looks down and bless us
every single day of our entire lives.

Granddaughters
Sathena and Lavanya
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