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Fitis the Raoclor: ..

The. revival of Mei - [yal Nokku after three years
of interval gives me a great joy. A journal in philosophy
is a rare one in Sri Lanka. Hence Mei - Iyal Nokku
comes out to fulfil the needs of the time.

Today man is so busy that he has no time to sit
and think. Thinking makes man perfect.  But it s
essential to think in the right way. In the history of
the world, we have the examples of so many learned
men who had shown us the right way of thinking and
living. It is up to us to follow the foot-steps of such
great men. . :

Mei - Iyal Nokku aims at bringing out the ways
and means of right way of thinking and living. I am
confident that this publication will. help many to
become genuine thinkers and to searchn for truth in
the right path.

Fev. Fr. J. Nicholas, -
Rector

Xavier’s Semicary
Columbuthurai
Jaffna
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The Search Continues!

We yearn for answers to our questions about
human beings, the world and the absolute. Even in
the midst of the ongoing war in our land, the phi-
losophical search continues. In order to share with
the people their search experience, the students and the
staff of the Department of Philosophy teamed up with
other enthusiasts and brought out the first two issues
of Mei-Tyal Nokku in the Academic Year 1994 -°95.

The threat of war led to the unprecedented exodus
of people from Jaffna city on 30th October 1995.
Despite the lack of many basic necessities, our Semi- .
nary continued to function ‘‘in exile”’, first at Kilinochchi
and later at Madhu, with the help of many wel-wishers.
However,* publication of Mei-lyal Nokku ground to
a halt.

It is heartening to note the resumption of publi-
cation of this philosophical journal in this Academic
Year 1997 - 98, after the return of the Seminary to its
campus at Columbuthurai, Jaffna. May the coming
issues continue to function as heralds of our search
for the truth. ‘

A. Gerard Saverimuttu
Dean
Department of Philosophy
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EFrom the Editor. . .

To Search for the Meaning
of Human Life. .,

s

Karl Jaspers says, ‘Philosophy comes as a stronghelp to @
person who searches for meaning in life. The practical outcome
of philosophy is to bring to light the meaning of human life.”

How to search for meaning in life? Government and its
media propagatss news to show the world that normalcy has
come in the life of the people of Jaffna. On the one hand,
it appears true. There are pzople .who say, “What do we lack?
We continue to get ‘relief’ without any interruption. We will be
getting the electricity soon. ‘Telephones are operating, ‘transport
services have besn resumed. The various Non - Governmental
Organizations are seen operating at every corner. There are
enough facilities available to entertain wus.”

On the other hand, ‘there are also others who say, ‘Prisons
have been re - opened and they are over - flowing. Various
groups are fighting among themselves. There are conflicts in the
villages. The thsves donot allow us to have a peaceful night,
local but illegal liquor is freely available. Blue film is another
attraction. Immoral, conduct and other criminal acts are on the
rise.”’ !

~ The above being the reality, what is the meaning of saying
that normalcy has come back in the life of the people of
Jaffna? :

Does' human life consist in celief, telephone, electricity,
transportation, foreign - money, foreiga - funds, illegal local arrack,
blue films, fun and meaningless eatertaipments? Can there be a
high*r value and meaning for life?

It sounds meaningful to listen to people who can think when
they say that, politically, economizally, socially. culturally aad
evea religiously Jaffna, preseatly is, passing through dark stages.

-
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‘There is a feeling of emptiness. mnot just economic brokeuness
but intellectual and spiritual emptiness. '

When the Isrealites encountered a similar historical situation
iike that of the peovle of Jaffua, Prophet Jeremiah said, <“They
have made it a mournful waste, desolate it lies before me.
Desolate, all the land, because no one takes it to heart.”” It
weuld be appropriate to take to our hearts and minds the words

of prophet Jeremiah.

In such a situation, we strongly feel that ‘“Mei-Iyal Nokku”
will create a thirst in the reader to search for meaning il
life, to enlighten it and to decorate it with human digaity.
<«Mei-Iyal Nokku> is an aid to understand the philosophicai
thought in Tamil.

We remember with gratitude ‘Missio’, the funding agency in
Germany, who made available the necessary fuads. After three
years of interruption due to the displacement from Jaffna.
‘Mei-Iyal Nokku’ is published. At this state, we grately remem-
ber Rev. Fr. Dominic A. Joseph, the first editor of Mei-Iyal
Nokku.

Mapy have contributed towards this issue. In a special
mannar, we thank Rev. Dr. T. J. Kirupaharan, Miss Jerin Fernando,
B. A., Miss. R. Meenaloginy, B. A., and Mr. S. Alaharasa, the
proprietor of Annai Printers and his employees. To enhance the
future issues of Mei-Tyal Nokku, we welcome your suggestions,
articles aud criticism.

J. Paul Rohan
Editor
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"The -gmwth;«of the concept of God
in the mediaeval western philosophy

The problem of God is never solved in hvuman
history. But, at the same time, no one left the matter
untouched. The western med1aeva1 perxod has widely
tackled the problem of God. Earlier in the western
ancient period, there had been only an obscure idea
about God which was often identified with natural
powers or myths. However the Aristotalian idea — the
unmoved mover - which was later developed by St. Thomas
Aquinas was quite remarkable.

In the western mediaeval period, St. Thomas
Aquinas is the leading figure in whom the idea of
One God receives its final and authoritative shape.
He identifies God with <‘Being’” as such in the
metaphysical sphere. ‘

Though being subject to many critical views of
the contemporary philosphers, Thomas’ teaching is still
found valid specially in the Roman Catholic Church.
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‘S;‘_ynopsis
SPIRITUALITY
A Philosophical Perspective

Human life is not only physical (or material) and social
but also spiritual. Though these realities are distinct, they
depend upon each ather. One complements the other. There-
fore, human life is defined in terms of the human beings
complex relationship with nature, society and the internal search
in order to fulfil the material and spiritual needs.

In the' normal usage, we think that spirituality belongs
only to the religious sphere. But spirituality surpasses all the
limits of religions. '

The Greek philosophical tradition made a distinction in man
as body and soul. The Greek philosophers said that through
the body man becomes a material being, and through the soul
man becomes a spiritual being. This dichotomized view of man
resulted in the affirmation that only the believers in God can
have spiritual life and the atheists do not have 2 spiritual
life

The 20 th century existentialists denied this dichotomy and
v%eWed human beings as a whole. This holistic view of man
. Views spirituality as something flowing from man’s existence and
personality. Therefore, spirtual life is a common patrimony of
humanity.

Platonist dichotomy, Cartesian dualism, Modern pluralism
and the Monistic ideas are all depriving man of his true iden-
tity. These . are giving only one sided view of man. But, .
trve view of man will be to see man as an integral person.
Spitituality is the manifestation of man’s wholeness and inte-

- grity. Therefore, only an integral person can be a spiritual
man. : :

Bernhard Welte studies man from his concrete life situations.
For him, modern philosphers avoid speaking of body and soul,
but they emphasize the whole human situations. This type of

di gLt



approach will remsdy ell the contradictions, relativism.and,:the

. other deficiencies of. the previous . views of man. And this will

lead to the correct explanation of his spiritnal life.

Self-realization and self-transcendence are the goals of
a trus spiritual man. Socrates said <‘know thyqelf” This
existentialistic view of socrates was takea again by . - 20th
century existentialists. They give importance not to the essence
of man, but to his existence. For this, self - realization ‘s
necessary. To realize his concrete life situations, aspirations,
limitations, mystery aspscts and all the threats of his life,
it is necessary  to live as a human being. This self - realization
leads to the correct relatlomhlp with himself, with the other
human beings and with the universe. The other side of this
self-realization is self-traasecndence.

This exp-rience of self-transcendence and ths experience
of his limitations are the same as the spiritual experience that
each man can enjoy. Max Scheler says that this spiritual
dimension includes all the values aad taises maa as & Derson.
The spirituality that all the religions put forward has the same.
aim,
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Synopsis ‘/ >

ALIENATION IN RELIGION
An Analysis of Concept

The concept of alienation is widely used not only
in philosophy, religion, sociology and literature but
also in recent sciences; its meaning differs according
to “the principles and scope of each and every science.
In ' philosophy, the word ‘alienation’ explains that
something gets seperated from theirs. We can also say
that alienation in philosophy denotes two aspects:
alienation from the world and alienation from self.
The latter helps us to understand alienation in religion.

Philosophy of religion accepts alienation as a means
to achieve spirituai freedom. The Mandaeic, Manichaic
~and Christian literatures used the word ‘alienation’ to
explain some mysteries, i.e, a strange life is wandering
about in this world in search of the way to its own
home (heaven). But when it is trapped in the passions
of this world, its journey towards heaven is interupted
and hence alienated from heaven. So alienation from
the passions of this world binds us to God. This is
how religions explain ‘alienation’.

The gospels present this truth in Jesus’ words in
several passages. Thirunavukharasar says that one
~should alienate oneself from the passions, of this world
so that, one may be united with God. s

From this it is clear that the religion of the
west and the east merge in one explanation which
they give for the word ‘alienation’.
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HEGELIAN DIALECTICAL METHOD

An Introduction

Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel (1770-1831) is one of the
greatest German philosophers. He is knowa as . the Father of
dialectical idealism. : ‘

Hegel looks at the whole world as one reality which i3 guided
by aod sustained in the absolute idea. This absolute idea is
the indwelling spirit of the whole universe.

Historically, Heraclitus is the first vhilosopher t> speak about
change. For him, everythiag is in a flux. His idea about chenge
- Of movement was furthered by Plato, Kant, Hegsl, Marx and
others. But, aftsr Heraclitus, Hsgel takes the pride of place in
this line. Parmenides, Anaxgoras. Aristotle and Hobbes helped
-Hegel indirectly.

According to dialectical idealism, if there is a thesis, then there
will be an anti-thesis, and both of them give rise to 4 new
thing, that is, synthesis. In a general apolication, if there is an
idea, then there will be somebody to oppose that idea 2nd finally
& common idea is formed. -Here, this common ideais a new:
thing. The vital movement in this process has 3 laws:

- Law of unity and struggle of »pposites '
- Law of the passage of quantity irtc quality
- Law of the negation of the negation

Every being in nature has  to pass through these laws.
These and the other ideas helped Hegel to develop. the theory
of dialectical idealism.

His philosophy suffered from a deep seated internal contra-

diction between system and method. He tried to embrace all exis-
~ ting knowledge about nature, Sociéty and consciousnes in his
System, claming to have produced the absolute final . truth. His
philosophical system was, therefore, metaphysical iniits foundation,
But his method was dialectical. This dialectical method rejects
the state of fimal completeness and demands that everything be
seen in Continuous development.
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THE ACT OF SUICIDE
A Moral Outlook

Suicide is the direct . taking of one’s life done on
one’s own authority. Human life is the greatest gift of
God. In giving us the life, God expects us to use our
intelligence. He respects our freedom. We should not
misuse our freedom. God is the only one who has
the key to open or to close the door of life. Every
one has a special duty to live for others- No one
has the authority to retire from the scene of life
through the ‘ever open door.

Objectively, suicide is an immoral act. When we
analize the act of suicide, we have to consider every
individual according to his or her particular situation.
We cannot and should not judge the act of suicide
objectively. We have to consider the mental and phy-
sical agony of the 1nd1v1duals The Roman Catholic
Church considered every suicide as sin, But, now, the
Church is in a better position to understand the act
of suicide according to the individual’s situations.

When it is said that suicide must be understood
according -to the individual’s particular situation, it is

not encouraged to commit suicide. Theré may be people

who commit suicide when there are inadequate reasons
We have to enter into their scene of life and try to find
out their hidden, deep-seated problems and burdens
‘buried in their hearts.
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The smell of flowers goes only with the wind, but
the fame of good men goes even against the wind.

Buddha
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. Knowledge -
In Thirukkural

Synopsis

Man almost makes everything possible in this
modern world by his knowledge. His achievements
are tremendous and incredible. But he often fails to
understand the meaning of his true' knowledge. At
this juncture, it is proper to study the thoughts on
knowledge contributed by Valluvar whose teaching is
considered to be ‘‘a world common doctrine’” on mora-
lity for all and for all time- According to a standard
" definition, Epistemology studies the nature and the
validity of human knowledge. However, the thoughts
of Valluvar surpass all the definitions of Epistemology.
Though he has put forward many thought - provoking
ideas on' knowledge, the following stanza gives the
gist of the whole of his teaching on knowledge.

““To discern the truth in everything, by whom-so-ever
spoken, is wisdom.”’

( Thirukkural 423)

Al trogbles of life come upon us because
we refuse to sit quietly for a while each
‘day in our rooms.

Blaise Pascal
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Perfect p]:ace can dwell only when
all vanity has disappeared.

Buddha
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