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EDUCATION UNDER DUTCH

K. Shanmugampillai.
English {2nd year} 1980.

e

i here is a saying that Duich came
to Ceylon with ~“Ledger and Law baok’’.
Fhough Dutch’s greatest interest was in
Commerce they succeeded providing mass
education at a low cost, Perhaps the
most abiding contribution made by the
Dutch and the most effective infiuence
of the institutions of the Reformed
Church in Ceylon was through education,
through a structured school system. This
emphasis on education flowed from the
nature of Protestamtism. Lutheran and
Calvinist missionaries paid great attention
to a persemal commitment to Christian
Salvation through aa acquaintance with
and understanding of the Bible. In order
to achieve this, it was necessary to
disseminate basic education which they
proceeded to do by a metwork of schools
attached te the Churches They orgamized
schools in Galle, Colombo aasd Jaffra.
Even in India, the Lutheran pioneers,
with far less resources had lauanched
some schools which had caught the
imagination of infiuential groups there.
They had acquired such a repuifation as
educators that ths Nayak of Tanjore.
Saraboji, had entrusted his son to Reve.
rend Christian Schwartsz to be educated.
In Ceylon the schools were administered
by a Scholarchal Commission consisting
of the highest officials of the province
and members of the clergy. At the
beginning, the number on roll were
70 000 Childreny There were 34 schools
in Jaffna st the establishment of Dutch
power. The schoels continued to fuaction
even when the Churches to which they

(1658 — 1795}

Were attached were fourdering A schoo!
masier was in charge of each scheel and
had assistants to help him depending on
the size of the schoel. The school master
was an imporiant man in the community,
He kept records of attendance and small
fines were imposed on parents for non-
attendances These fines were devoted
to the upksep of orphanages. He also
maintained Baptismal and marriage
registers. Later when Iand registration
laws were introduced, he kept records
of land transfers and earned a Commission
for this service. Thus the job was
fucrative sand much sought after.

The €urriculum consisted of Reading,
Writing and Christianity aad the medium
was mother tongue. The age of admission
was 6 and upto 15 the education was
compulsory Higher education was Cend-
ucted in Seminaries. The periodic ims-
pection by the clergymen ensured that
standards were maintained, They exami-
ned the students and determined promo-
tions and the passing or failing of the
school leavers. Though the curriculum
was weighted towards scriptural studies,
there was a good deal of basie education
in the thres regions Traditional methods
were used in this respeci, ineluding the
use of traditional primary texts aad
moral literature  Reports of visitisg
minicters show that these imspeciions and
the examinaiions were taken seriously.

An interesting dsveicpment was the
establishment of a Tamil Seminary st
Nallur in 1690 fer higher education

i4 — 53



It i3 significant that the first such
institution was established in Jaffna,
though is was later shifted to Colombo,
The basic school structure which would
feed the seminary with the ablest and
most motivated children was functioning
well in Jaffpa. Such an institution was
first mooted by Governor Vas Goens in
1670 who intended it fo piovide resi-
d-ntial education for a few well-selected
youths breught up from early en in the
study and use of the Dutch language
and completely at home in Dutch culture.
It was seen as a way to root out Portu.
guese language and culture then very
much in vogue among the upper classus,
and substitute Dutch culture. The idea
was discussed by the civil authority and
church bodies. Ministers who had long
experience of work in the East wers
very pessimistic about the possibility of
educating indigenous children in the
Dut¢h language. One of thems who had
attemipted it in Amboina said that a child
could hardly learn to understand seven
words of Dutch a day.

It was finally decided to have a
mixed Dutch and Tamil medium institu-
tion, with haif the time devoted to each.
Buildings were put up on state propeity
in Nallur. 4 school, a church and a
building to house the students were
erected. In the first instance three teachers
were appointed, a Dutchman and two
Tamils. A timetable was drawn up in
which the morning would bz devoted to
studying Dutch and in the afternoon the
lessons were in Tamil. There were 4
children in the first batch of admissions.
They were selected, as was said, from
the ‘important castes’ and distribuied
among all provinces and many villages.
A uniform of blue was given to each
and a red head cloth which was to he

worn always as a recognisable symbol,
A daily schedule was prepared to govern
their life. Some concessions were made
to caste faboos and caste status, It wag
recognized that students from various
castes could mot sit and eat at the same
table but any segregation was to be
limited and for a period only; The cook
was to be a persom who could cock for
all castes, high and low. In the first
class students were to be graded by caste
status but this was soen to give way to
grading by merit Each pupil was provided
with a silver knife and stylus to cut
palm leaves and write on them. The
admizisiration and management of supply
was in the hands of a storekeeper For
tie duration of their course of study,
the pupils were not 1o be allowed to go
to their homes lest their enthusiasm and
their knowiedge be diluted. But there
was a week’s vacation during Christmas
when amusements were to be arranged
for them within the premises. When
they bad reached a certain standard they
were to be publicly e:aminsed aad the
sest among them, about |2 each year,,
were to be promoted as senior studeats
and world enjoy greater freedom and
privileges, If any of the senior students
was ioclined to study Latin a beginning
world be made and later a teacher pro-
ficient in teaching this language further
was to be appointed.

The first Rector of the Seminary
was Reverend Adriaan de May, a scholar
of Tamil. Hundreds of parents had asked
for admission to the Seminary for their
children and had to be refused. It was
therefore decided to attach a public
school to which children would be
admitted without distinction. This school
was to serve as a prepararory school
for the Semimary. Within a few years



of the operation of the Seminary,
Governor Becker on a visit to Jaffna
reported hearing a sermon in lucid Putch
delivered by a Tamil youth who had
studied at this Seminary.

A few years after the establishment
of Nallur Seminary, the Dutch minister
at @olombo, a scholar of Singhalese,
made a case for the establishment of
one at Colombe to educate Singhalese
pupils. It was soon established and aiso
drew pupils from a wide area and
background. If taught in both Simghalese
and Tami! aand was cosmepolitan in the
social background of its students - land
owning aristocracy, chiefs and fisher
castes, chalias (cinamon-peslersi, Colombo
chetties. The Semimary was soon flouri-
shing and was found to serve a genuine
need in the capital. It was found uan-
¢comeémic to run two Seminaries teaching
Tamil and so it was decided to close
the Nallur Seminsry in 1703 and transfer
the Tamil pupils to Colombo. The
Colombo Seminary thereafter functioned

as the omly institution of higher learn-
ing for the island, with Singhalese and
Tamil pupils educated ip a residential
system, truly a forerunner to [many such
colleges in Colombo in later years.
Graduates of the Seminary held positions
of clergymen and catechists in the Refor-
med Church. school masters, translators,
clerks, accoumtants in government offices.
A few of the best among them were
sent to Holland to study in Dutch
universities.

The educational system of the Duteh
was superior and better organised than
that of the Portuguese; It also served
as the working model for the Britishers
for the educational re-construction of the
countrys Though free amd compulsory
education upto 15 is landable, it was
primarily religious, Aristotie’s dictum
that educatiem is the function of the
state conducted for the ends of the state
could hardly bave had a better example
than the Dutch sysiem in the island.

To build up a good life.
intelligente, Selfcontrol and Sympathy.

Nelther knowledge without love not love with-
ought knowledge Can Produce a good life.

We must build up

— “Anonymous’’
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Weligama Furmiture Palace| Royal Restaurant

High Class Modern OBt
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Furnitures
Rost
Wholesale & Retail Qompliments

Merchant

T. Phone, 302

Main Street, MANN AR, Pettah, MANNAR,
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Chankanai M. P. C. S. Ltd.
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With Best Compliments from

FANCY PALACE

Dealers int: All kinds of fost wear
Watches, Fancy Goods, Toys, ®oilet wares,

Travelling bags

; | Gram: Fancy
Established; 1955 Tele {Phome: 313
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KALAIKKODDAM

News Agents & Labour Recruiting Agency House
MANNAR
Phone: 304 T. Gram: FLYE

ﬂlwaqs ask ﬂor

VINK BALL POINT PENS,
VINK FOUNTAIN PEN INKS &
NEW ERA FLAT FILES,

Manufacturers: Distributors:
Velliampati, Messrts.Cargills (Ceylon) Ltd.,
ALAVEDDI; COILOMBO.
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FANCY HOUSE

LEADING EMPORIUM
For Quality

FANCY GOODS

in North Ceylon

€8, Grand Bazaar,

Jatfna.

Phoner 7084

With The Best Compliments
Of

i
LALITHAS

(Jewelers & Pawn Brokers)

No: 6, KANDY ROAD,
Kilinochchi.

No: 159, Main Street,
Kalutara,

Phores- 2534

For Your Priting Needs

Mannar Printing
-Works

Printing, Stationers amd

Book Binders,

118, Grand Bazaar,

MARNAR.

Prop:

Mrs. M. DOMINIC
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Sri Pathmanatha
Malayan Trading Stores
Compmy Phone: 568

i GIFT SELECTED

s < s e

105, K. K. S. Road,

128, K. K. S. Read,
Jaftna.

Jaffna.

Invest Your Money

With

Maharaja Investments

MINIMUM DEPOSIT Rs. 500/~

21 - 12 Months Monthly Interest
28% - 2 VYears Monthly Interest
25% - 2 Xears of Malurity

122, K; K, S. Road,
JAFFHNA.

T. Phoner 8267
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