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Tourism and Child Prostitution

 MAUREEN SENEVIRATNE

THE sexual abuse of children exists
in all societies in the world but child
prostitution, eommercially speaking has
become the appalling and devastating pro-
blem it is in Sri Lanka today as a di-
rect result of the tourist influx in large
aumbers during the late 1970s and 1980s.
the drop -in arrivals of Charter, Special
Groups, in the mid - 1980s as a result
of the turbulence in our socicty which
keeps tourists away, has by no meanS
ted to a decrease in the repeated and
often prolonged visits of paedophiles
and homosexuals seeking younger and
wounger children as victims of their
perverted sexual appetites. Today the
tourist plant is flourishing ‘again. Gay
publications widely circulated in Europe,
such as ‘‘Little John’® *Apndy’’ and
#+Spartacus’’ carry the names and tele-
phone mumbers of agents, private guest
houses and the smaller hotels where,
with impuaity, these deplorable practi-
ces can be indulged in, without fear of
repercussions from law~-enforcets. as in
many instances the police and legal
authorities are.powerless to take action.
A piece of legislation which was framed
as a consequence of a study on Child
Prostitution done in Sri Lanka by the
Organisation, Terres des Hommes, as
far back as1979- 1980, and even intro-
duced into Parliament, was withdrawn by

_ghe Minister of State (and Tourism) in
1987 as being, ¢‘irrelevant to the Pie-
vailing conditions.”’ The Act to *‘pro-
vide for the safe guarding of young per-

sons from being exploited for immoral

and indecent purposes and for matters

concerned therewith or incidental the re—

to * (young person being one below

the age of eighteen) would have done

a great deal to give clout to the law-
enforcing authorities to charge, imprison
and puaish paedophiles and homosexuals
abusing children under the ®‘legal ags.’”
However, since the latter part of 1992,
the entire system of laws for the pro-
tection of children, including child abuse,

is under review by a special committee

working under the direction of the Minis-

try of Reconstruction, Rehabilitation and
Social Welfare. Laws relating to chil-
dren in this respect in the Penal Code

and the Children‘s and Young Presons®
Act are beiny amended, altered and

strengthened to provide protection for the

child victim of sexual abuse among othes
abuses. The age for Rape has been raised
to 16 years in the recommendations for
punishments for
against children.

Apart from the Study done by Terres
des Hommes and those of several other

organisations, including Government di--
rected studies prove that Child Prosti-—

tution reared its ugly face as a result

of tourism. In the past five years, this

preblem has taken on even mere sinister
overtones with the growing threat of

AIDS afflicting several young persons in-

the couatry. *‘Six hundred AIDS infe-

cted persons and HIV positive cases have-
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surfaced so far in Sri Lanka... they are
carriers who can transmit the disease to
others and they will in the next few
years develop AIDS” (Dr. Gamini Jaya-
kuru 1991).

According to Professor Nandasena
Ratnapala, who has done several Studies
on child Prostitution over the past de-
cade, in a recent interview with the Press,
“*They (beach boys) know nothing about
AIDS and wouldn’t care less. They live
today, die tomorrow, hedonistic philoso-
phy prevails among those boys, some of
whom have reached 11 and 12 in their

-scholastic caresrs*’ and one interviewed

by the Professor even had completed
his A levels. (Sunday Observer 7th July
1991). This writer met several A - level
students, without jobs and/or opporiu-
nities for further education among the 18
years - and over beach boys. They do
not fall into the category of ‘child pro-
stitutes® as they are ‘consenting partners,

-40 a homosexual relaiionship and willing

30 lend themselves to sexual abuse for
money and go:ds and promises of jobs
-and a life adroad with their lovers. A
few have achieved these goals and tar-
gets, and one could put it down 10
«s5 percent of such victims*’ (Sunday Ob-
gerver 7th July 1991).

The AIDS figures have now increased
and since 1991 considerable work has
been done by the Family Planning Asso-
ciation. the Ceyion Tourist Board, the
Anti AIDS Task Force and P E A C E.
{(Protecing Environment And Children
Everywhere; to provide AIDS Education
to high risk groups of Children and
young persous.

The type of person most to be pitied
and dismayed about are the small chil-
dren, ‘sold’ by agents to these foreigners,
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Especially children between the ages of
6 and 14 years, who are urable to ‘com

sent’ to their plight er even understand
what is haprening to th-m, as our re~

- Search has clearly revealed (Caught in

Modern Slavery : 1990/91), Avpart froms
physical and sexual abuse, these children
are coasiderably exploited in the -pro=-
duction of pornographic video cassettes,
blue firms s:ill photographs which are
widely marketed through secret networks
in Europe and the TTnited States, Cana-
da. Australia Dectors interviewed have
confirmed that they suffer mental and
psychological trauma and after having
been discarded by their victimizers are
unable to *pick up® on their lives agains
study, take vocational training course,
or fit into soeiety. They may instead
take o hard liquer, move into the cri
minal underworld and even volunteer as
¢« ‘killers’* in terrorist groups, paying
back by these means perhaps, the grudge
they bear against society (Dr. A. J. Wee-
ramunda 1992).

It has been found that many of these
child (boy; prostitutes are from margi-
nalized homes or from the streets. They
are abandoned by their pareats who d¢
not have the means to care for them of
who have left for employment abroad.
But it would be incorrect to state tha¢
all those who go to the beach to look
for a ‘‘white fairvgodfather’’ do so be-
cause of the frustration of poverty. This
writer. in the course of two and a half
years of iesearch found that childrem
from lower middle and upper middle
class families., not to mention evena rich
family backgrounds also take to casualk
prostitution due 1o the fascination and
allure for consumerables.



Parents “scll’ their children to enable
qhem to puichase material goods or own
@ house or receive & plethora of slectronic
gadgets including television sets and video
cassette players from foreign ‘<uncles’’.
" he open economy bringing in all marner
of material goods, carries also a certain
§ocial status with owning and using them
which has conmtributed to the escalation
of child prostitution on our beaches and
beach resorts where tourists come by
the thousands for a wholesome holiday.
Here it is very easy for pzedophiles and
homosexuals to merge with them and
carry out their own nefarious activities.

The Sri Lankan culture with its accent
on hospitality to foreigners is a two-
edged cutting kaife anyway; as foreigners

are also exploited in return in the pro-

cess. This enhances the opportunities for
child prostitution in the Island.

1t is not all unusual in the environs
of Hikkaduwa (the unplanned Rosort) or
Nogombo (also unplanned but with a-
fine beach froat) as well as in the
Colombo suburban resort area of Mount-
Lavinia, in the vicinity of the Resort
of Bentota (planned and sculptured for
tourssm in the 1970s), in Kandy and
Nuwara Eliya (also plnned resort areas)
to see male tourists (single men, building
~ or renting houses along with their Sri-
Lankan ‘‘collaboratoers’’ and spending
several months of the year in the coun-
try. They are the funders of sports pro-
~ jects in neaiby nearby scheols, donors
of materiel goods and/or money to the
Communily Centres, ‘spossor’ whole
fomilies in what seems to be on the
surface orgies of generous giving; and
all the time they are sexually abusing

the children of these families, passing

the word on to others or their kind
who also descend upon the village for

29

this purpose. No controls can be exerted”
in situations such as this Such sitvatio
ns can be multiplied all over the isla-
nd. Parents, it seems, wilfully turn a
blind eye, hopeful of material gain and
a ‘chance for their children to live
better lives'’. The irony of this would
be pathetic if it were mnot positively
dangerous to our society and its hezlth
and well bairg.

Statistics of the number of young chil~
dren engaged in prostitution is almost
unable to obtain. The writer’s own o=
unt during her researchy was about 2000
in the Negombo / Hikkaduwa circuit ¢lo-
ne (1989 figure) but she beea reluctantly
compelled to raise this number to at
least 5000 on this wedge of the south
west coast, These are the children who
are organised in the trade by agents of
even Dbigger (both foreign and local)
operators who control every aspect of
this most paying business, till the child
after a year or two, is discarded as
being too ‘‘old”* to gratify the ‘‘taste’”
paedophiles. Other figures garnered give
the number at 8000 to 10000. Recentlys.
the Ministry of gocial Services put the
figure at one million of children enga=
ged in drugs, prostitution and crime.
The official government fignre in 1992
was 30000 children under 18 in pros-
titutiony 75% approximately being boys.
Children are usually brought in from:
other areas to the beaches and tha-
marginaiized villages in the hinterland
of the Western and Central Provinces
as well as the Southern Province, the
«sfeeding grounds’” for the prestitution
trade. Qn the Clombo - Mount Lavinia
beaches too. ««Organised’’ child / boy
prostitution flourishes but a number of
«.casual’’ children under 18 yeary from
normal backgrounds (homa of the upperf’




middle socioeconemic class) who go as
and when they plcase and are picked
. Bp or pick up partners for gain also
frequent the beach. :

Several hotels of smaller, ‘seamier kind

~ from the Negombo region (north of Co-

lombo). €ase studies prove that even
in instances where the boy is not dis-
carded after a time but, educated by
his benevolent **White uncle’’ he has
already been so abused and depraded

in the vicinity of the beaches harbour
both agents and boys for the purpose
of prostitution. guest houses are also
listed as places where child prostitution
can be safely engaged in. There have
been some instances of peadophiles char—
ged and / or fined / deported, espec.ally

that he is unable to lead a normal,
fulfilling and sustaining life.

Source: Nivedini - Journal of Women'’s
Educatlon and Research Centre - Dec,
1993). ‘ =
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“ caricly of savings anol loans scheme inclucling

Ohe specim’lq cleuela,;dt s'auivngs schemes.

Deposit Schemes:

SAVINGS ACCOUNT.

MINORS SAVINGS ACCOUNT.

FIXED DEPOSIT ACCOUNT.

INVESTMENT SAVINGS ACCOUNT.
STUDENTS SAVINGS ACCOUNT.
NEGOTIABLE SAVINGS ACCOUNT.
VANITHA VASANA ACCOUNT.

SENIOR CITIZENS PILGRIMAGE ACCOUNT.
LUCKY TILLS FOR LITTLE ONES.

PR 2 3 5 3

[_.oans Schemes:

% SELF DEVELOPMENT LOANS.
% DEVELOPMENT LOANS, CO-OP. DEVELOPMENT
LOANS.

% MANY MORE FACILITIES.
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=§ “THE PULSE OF THE DPEODLEF”
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(CENTRE FOR ADVANCED COMPUTING & lNFORMATI(SN SYSTEMS)

- REG. OFFICE : 32, 32"° , LANE, COLOMBO - 6.
BRANCH i NOL L2, OLD REST HOUSE ROAD, BATTICALO
FAX : 0094 - 1 -583915
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