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MESSAGE FROM THE LEADER

I will certainly be not doing justics if I made an attempt to describe marhoom M. J. A.
Shaheed’s contribution to the party in miniscule message to a souvenir.

During the crucial Periods the Party had to undergo the mere presence of Shaheed
gave me immense inspiration, courage and comfort.

While everybody would readily acknowledge the inestimble humane qualities of
Shaheed, only a few who have had the benifit of his counsel at times of crisis will know
the depth of his intellect and Political astuteness. ;

In discharging the duties as the General Secretary of the Party ademanding job to say
the least, he placed himself on call almost every hour of the day. My appreciation of
the man and his devotion to the Party will not be complete without acknowledging the
sacrifices of his family to his never grudging and ever co- operating wife FERIAL his
demise was in irreparable loss. SHEZARD the eldest and the brave son with admirable
courage and determination has taken over the reponsibilities of the family, while the
second son NAUSHAD is bent on persuing his higher education which was Shaheed’s
dream. MARYAM the only daughter- the apple of Shaheed’s eye Insha Allah will turn
out to be an ideal muslim mother that he longed to see in her.

May Allah accept Shaheed and continue to bless him in Jennathul firdhouse.

1 also take this opportunity to thank the organisers of this commemoration meeting for
this thoughtful gesture, Events such as this not only afford us an opportunity to
remember those who have rendered yeomen service but also provide us with a chance
to draw inspiration from their lives.

M. H. M. Ashraff, M.p,
Leader,

Shri Lanka Muslim Congress.
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MESSAGE FROM..............

Memo-ries of people who have left us is all that we living beings can call on.

Marheom AL- Haj M. J. A. Shaheed left us suddenly on the 8th of August 1991 when
Aflah called, without the slightset protest or remorse.

Marhoom Shaheed is still with us silently guiding the affairs of the Sri Lanka Muslim
Congress and in Particular giving me the strength to carry on this arduous task.

No task was too big for him, what ever was given to him to do he d1d vmh a sense of
responsibility and dedication.

The Sri Lanka Muslim Congress grew to be what it is, due to his stewardship as
General Secretary. During the hard days of the general elections and the Local
government elections he was a tower of strength to us.

“ No living being knows the time of its end.
man makes provisions for a hundred years,

yet knows not that he might die the next minute.”

Shuaib A Cader,

General Secretary,
Sri Lanka Muslim Congress.
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MARHOGM AL HAJ M. J . A. SAHEED »
-M. H. A. Salman (B. A.Hons)

' M.J. A. Saheed is no more. But the fragrance of his life lives on in the hearts and mind
of so many people and in the actual day to day acts of living of many orphans and
helpless persons whom he helped to redeem through his service, from despair and
hopelessaness. AL HAJ Saheed’s was many faceted personility. He was good son. a

_good husband, a good father, a good relative. a good friend, a good muslim and a
socially responsible citizen. Whether it was a tiny tot of a Sinhalese, Tamil or Muslim
child from Castle Lane, to whom “Uncle” was the man who helped produce plays to be
staged during school holidays or who would listen to the problems of its small world
atits own level, or whether if was an old refugee who had lost his home and belongings,
Saheed was the man sought for assistance. The list of Social Service activities which
he had performed during his comparatively short life amazes us by its variety and the
wideness of its scope. Even to his wife, the diversity of his interests and enterprises
was a pleasent surprise when this impressive listing of work done during his life time -
was completed. Saheed was a simple man who always had a smile and a kind word of
greeting to every one with whom he came into contact. In his life, there was more
practice than expounding of precepts. To this extent. he was a true Muhmin who lived
his life according to his beliefs and creed. :

AL- HAJ Saheed was a man who tired to live according to the tenets of the Holy
Prophet Mohamed (sal). He was always the first to greet anyone he came across
whether it-was a known person or whom a stranger, Saheed was simple in appearance
and magnanimous in his attitude which made everybody, be he an ordinary class
person or of the high and mighty in society, feel equally at ease in his company,
Saheed’s response to everyone was highly respected by all who knew him. ngh
thinking was apparent in all that he spoke; believed or did.

Saheed was born on the 18th of March 1935 to Hadji Mohamed Jaleel and Hajdiani
Umma Hafeela at Walgama who belonged to a relious and influential family of Malwana.
There were 8 Children in the family. Five boys and three girls and Saheed was the
fifth. He stared his early Schooling at Al- Mubarak Central School and later joined
Zahira College, Colombo, to do his secondary studies. From his small days, he was
interested in sports and reeding. He had a broad interest in the range of books he
read. While yet a student, he sought to achieve the reawakening of interest in ecenation
in his neighbourhood at Malwana. In 1955, he was able to make an impact in this
direction while serving in the OLD BOY'S Assocation of the Al- Mubarak College. So
much so that even today students of Al- Mubarak College, Malwana benefit from
programmes initiated by Saheed’s OBA. He had also been interested in literature in a
big way, both as an amateur writer as well as an ardent bookworm. One of his writings,
a play entitled “Kaanamal Pona Kannama” which was produced and broadcast by
Radio Ceylon. ' : :

i
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After passing his Higher School CertificateExamination from Zahira College, he went
to England for further studies. (He was referred to fondly as the “ London Durai”)
~ Being a wise Muslim, he spent his time abroad in securing knowledge necessary for
.~ life as a good citizen and a real Muhmin, On the way to London he performed his Haj
 obligations. he did not stay back in London as most usually do nor did he acquire
alien ways which were contrary to the teachings of Islam. He remained his usual wise
and simple self and came back to serve his mother country. ’ i

In 1968, he selected Fathima Ferial Jiffry tobe his companion in life’s journey. Inevery
senise of the word, this marriage proved to be a fine patnership. Fathima Ferial stood
shoulder to shoulderin all his endeavours to promote a better life for the meek and the
helpless. He had two sons and a daughter, Shezard Hashim, Naushard Jaleel and
Mariah. Although living in Bambalapitiya, Saheed continued to be actively involved
in the development and progress of his native Malwana. Be it a school function, a
wedding, a funeral or any other social occasion Hadji Saheed was there with the entire
family giving all necessary support “whether financial, physical or even just moral
support! In his company, everthing became pleasanter and everything better for his
participaticn. ! : ‘ :
Saheed and his younger brother together: established a business undertaking called
“Rajapakse Rubber Industries’ as a base for their livelihood. Through perseverance
and Allah’s blessings , this company , a pioneering venture of a kind in which Muslim
were not normaly engaged, proved: to' be a business success and today provides a -
Jiving for this generous philanthropist’s family.

. While engaged in his businéss activities, he did not forget his obligations to his
fellowmén. He formed several Associations for the promotion of religion, sports,
. religious life, religious education and social welfare activities along with some well -
wishers. He established a library “Walgama Library Movement” for the benefit of the
. residenits in his native village. It should be mentioned here that this was the first public
library in the area. He also presented a complete range of musical instruments forthe
establishment of a school band among the students of Al-Mubarak school. :

A-fact that bothered him very much was the non-availabitity of a Montessori in
‘Malwana where Muslim teaching methods and ideas could be introduced to children.,
Accordinggly, Saheed with Ferial engaged in an active promotion campaign to starta
Montessori school, which effort would bear fruit only years Jater. In March 1981 the
project which was close to Saheed’s heart became a reality., The Saheeds together
with the village folk opened a beautifully equipped Montessori school at Kandawatta
in Malwana which institution continuesto train children to become good citizens and
good Muslims. At present there are sixty children, two teachers and one aide attached
to this school. His scope for rendering assistance to Muslims spread, to several other
areas. Among these are:-
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- Asocial service project started with the help of Shaykh Fadhlallah heari of Iraq.

An American convert couple Haji Ahmed and Fathima helped to establish-a
* acupucncture clinic in Malwana.

Among other projects he organized English and Arabic classes for boys and girls.
Bi- weekly religious lectures and sewihg classes to train women for self - employment.

Another area in which Saheed served Malwana was as Vice president and Treasure of
the school Develpment Society of Al- Mubarak College. '

Saheed was of the opionion that good religious knowledge is the best foundation for
achild. He therefore conducted a madarasa at his residence with HafizQari Yusri thrice
a week for the benifit of his Muslim nighbourhood as well as of his own. Saheed
arranged for the tutor to annually hold competitions with students of other tutos
Qirath, religious knowledge and Arabic theory. This idea created enthusiasm among
the children and tutors and also 1mproved the standard of the chlldren s knowledge
immensely.

Shaykh Fadhlallah’s Trust- Saheed was Residefnt Representative of this Trust. Through
this Trust and the help of his friend Kamber Asadi of Dubai, Saheed was able to gain’
assistance to help many institutions in their develpoment projects. The Islamia Home
for the needy and orphan children the Balapokuna Home for Muslim Girls, Fathima-..
Girls School, Vocational Training Institutes equipped with machines, (juki machines
and type writers) a Batticaloa weaving project and Mosques were some establishments
that received aid.

~ Ahadhiya Schools- Saheed was very much interested in prombting M. H.A. Azzi’s.
Ahadiya Movement and functioned for this purpose as a trustee of the Nimal Mosque,
since the Boys section of the Colombo Ahadhiya functioned at the mosque premises.

In Malwana in order to create a special identity for an Ahadhiya student, Saheed
introdued the cap and fardha for the children and donated these to all the children in
the year 1989.

Moors Sports club- witnessing matches at Moors Sports Club and cheering vehemently
for this club was one of Saheeds pleasures. ¢

The president of the club in 1971, Mr. Rahman A Hathy whonew Saheed as a client for
around twenty five years, spotted his keen interest for cricket and enrolled him as a
member that year. The same year he was elected as honorary Tresurer and held this
~ post for four years. In 1973 he was elected as Hony Secretary for two years. '
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In 1975 he was once again re- elected as Honaréry Treasurer, which post again he held
for ten years till 1985. He was proposed for the same post but declined due to pressure
of work. ‘ ' ;

The Islamia Home for needky and ofpha_n children founded by His Holiness Seyed
Thahir Aluadeen of Baghdad. Saheed was the Honary Secretary of this home for 13
years from the year 1978 upto the time of his death in1991. ‘

This post with the Islamic Home was the post he enjoyed most, due to his gréat love
for children. This was proved by his Sunday moming being reserved for the welfare of
the Home. His last visit, four days before his death is fondly but sadly remembered by .
the boys as he had given them a football on their request. The children always had the -
ear of Saheed to solve any of their stall world problems and worries.

On festival days atleast one or two old boys of the home joined him for the festival
Iunch. Ha was like a father to thefﬁ." With all the pressures of such a busy life he was
the epitome of kindness, ’gourtesy 'a:ri‘d‘ a pleasant word to everyone.

.. Sir Razik Fareed Trust- this organization gave scholarships to the needy, financed
" Madarasa and encouraged teachinig of Unani Medicine. Through this Trust for the
** year of Housing in 1989, the Muslim Ladies Study Circle was donated money for two
“houses through Saheed initiative ‘as he was honarary Secretary of this trust. :

Many Young persons, who got admission to the Univeréitie"s but could not jein for :
want of funds, invariably sought his help and as invariably, got from him that help
which enabled them to continue their education.

He also through his inﬂdence helped persons seeking employment.

As a reflection of the changing conditions in Sri Lankan society, certain section of the
Muslims began to feel that their real interests will not be properly served unless a
separate Muslim Political Party was to be éstablished. Saheed as usual chipped in his
mite to fill this void. With M.H.M. Ashraff dnd other he helped in the formation ofthe
Muslim Congress and to get it recognized as & muslim political party. A man of integrity
and sincerity of purpose and ' had the ‘courage of his convictions as Saheed was,
appeared to be a God sent to the fledgling Muslim Congress, with which he
subsequéntly became deeply ‘involved. He had been the General Secretary of the
" Muslim Congress since it was recognized as a political party and liad been ably‘assisting
the party leader Mr M.H.M. Ashraff. In referring to Saheed in Parliament, Mr Ashraff
stated that he was associated “with this very fine man for the last 30 years at
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As the President and committee Member of the Jamiathul Hubbul Awliya Association,
state “He impressed people with whom he associated with his admirable qualities
imbued with benevolence; generosity was part of his creed; gratitude was not what he

. sought. He only wanted to be of assistance. He had given his residence to us for the

monthly ladies majlis. He fulfilled this desire with great dedication and devotion”. Haji
Igbal Rahamath has this to say of Saheed™ a kind, straight forward,generous person
with a good sense of humour who was always a help wherever one went in search of

,it.” :

He further states, “T remember discussing education, religion, cricket, business with
him all during one conversation. He was a person with a sound knowledge of every

field in which he was interested.” This indicated the breath of vision that was Saheed’s.

Saheed’s demise was a personal loss to many a friend. In the words of his brother-in
law Mr Faiz Musthafa, President’s counsel it was “irreparable and personally
devastating.” : ; .

He was aman of many parts and a man for all occasions. This was best illustrated by
the tremendous sense of loss experienced by everyone who knew him ‘on hearings of
this sudden death. There was a constant sea of persons in Malwana and also going in
to No.29 Casle Lane, where his body reposed. From the highest in the land,
(including His Excellency Rnasinghe Premadasa and many members of the Cabinet) to
the business tycoons and the rich merchants of Colombo to the humblest labourer,
they all flocked in hundreds to pay their last tributes to a man whose life shed
fragrance and light onto the lives of so many different and needy people.

He was indeed a true muslim.

May thé Almighty Allah grant him Jannathul Firdous.
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