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Messaqge from

Deputy Prime Minister

The Mathavi Literary Society (MLS) has had a long history of promoting Tamil literary and
performance arts in Singapore. Since its inception in 1961, the Society has, through
platforms such as oratory and writing workshops, competitions, plays and other events,

helped to bring together Tamil literary enthusiasts as well as nurture literary talents.

Literary art is integral to Tamil language culture. Its contribution to cultivating appreciation
and enjoyment of the language should not be underestimated. It creates varied contexts

for the use of the language, which helps keep it alive and relevant, especially to our young.

After a brief hiatus, the MLS has gained impetus in recent years under the chairmanship of
Dr N.R. Govinden. With events such as the monthly Elakkiya Cholai (Literary Garden) and
initiatives to promote the works of new writers, | am confident that it will continue to serve
an important role in enhancing the appreciation of Tamil language and culture. It could also

help cultivate future generations of Tamil writers, orators and poets.

| congratulate the MLS for attaining its Golden Jubilee. Its dedication and passion in
promoting Tamil literary and performance arts among Singaporeans over the last five
decades must be commended. Through its concerted efforts, | am confident that the MLS

will continue to keep alive the vision and legacy of its founder Kavivanar |. Ulaganathan.

Mr Tharman Shanmugaratnam
Deputy Prime Minister

Minister for Finance and Manpower
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On the occasion of Mathavi Literary Society’s 50" anniversary, it gives me great pleasure to
congratulate the society for its work over the years in developing the literary interests ot
Tamil speaking Singaporeans, and in helping to nurture young Tamils in the literary and
performing arts through oratory and writing workshops, and poetry classes and contests.

Our shared Singaporean identity draws from the rich traditions of the various communities
within Singapore, and it is important for us to understand and preserve our cultural heritage
and traditions, so that we can enrich our shared sense of nationhood. Mathavi Literary
Society’s contributions are extremely valuable, when seen in such a context. | would like to
wish the Society well in its future undertakings.

K Shanmugam
Minister for Law and Foreign Affairs
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The Mathavi Literary Society is celebrating its 50" Anniversary this year. It is to be
congratulated in its effort in promoting cultural activities in Singapore in the past 50 years.

In the last 50 years Singapore underwent tremendous changes. Not only the social fabric is
different now, the skyline has also changed to be similar with any other big cities in the first
world.

The progress achieved thus far is due in no small measure to the contributions made by the
civic organizations and individuals, apart from the government’s effort. In that respect,
Mathavi Literary Society has played an important role in Nation building by promoting Tamil
Language and culture among the ethnic Indians. The effort in promoting racial harmony by
the Society has also been recognised.

On this auspicious occasion of the 50" Anniversary of Mathavi Literary Society, may | wish
the Society every success in its future endeavours.

Ho Kah Leong
President, Singapore Arts Federation
Former MP, Jurong
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May 18, 2011
Message

GOLDEN JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS

It is indeed very heartening to know that the Mathavi Literary Society is celebrating its Golden
Jubilee this year.

Founded by the great poet, Kavivanar I. Ulaganathan in 1961, you have respectfully kept the
movement lively and vibrant in this modern world of science and technology, that is no easy
accomplishment.

In the broad field of language and culture — poetry is one of the highest forms of thinking and
communication.

Although sometimes, poetry (and other forms of literary expressions) do not provide ‘objective’
truths, it shows that the human mind, heart and soul are capable of undertaking a lot more than just
technical and scientific views.

Congratulations and keep up your dedicated work in the literary domain.

Dr. R. Theyvendran, PBM
President, TRC
Advisor for MLS
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Dr. T. Chandroo’s Message

I would like to take this golden opportunity to express my heartfelt congratulations to the Mathavi
Literary Society on their 50th Anniversary celebrations. You have undertaken a monumental task of
promoting the Tamil language in cosmopolitan Singapore the last 50 years and have done an
excellent job of integrating culture and language for the young and old. Your achievements are
profound and an inspiration to all.

The passion that the society has geared for the Tamil language towards a globalize generation of
Singaporeans is indeed commendable. Dr.N.R.Govinden PBM.BBM, Once again | would like to
congratulate you on a job well done!

As Thiruvalluvar said “Learning is the true imperishable wealth; other things are not wealth, it is a
limitless boundary to acquire full knowledge about this ancient classical language and culture. With
that | wish the Society all the best in your future endeavors towards further promoting the Tamil
culture and language in Singapore.

Dr. T. Chandroo
Chairman & CEO of The MMI Group
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To share your food with others in order to
Sustain their life is the best of all virtues.

- Smad@say - Thiruvalluvar
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Forging ahead with you 120 Lower Delta Road #04-10 Cendex Centre Singapore 169208 Tel: 65-6337 2666 Fax: 65-6337 3751
WWW.mesgroup.com.sg

PERCETAKAN HALUS SDN. BHD. TEL:+603-2274 1683 FAX: +603-2273 2184 EMAIL: percetakan_halus@yahoo.com
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