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Editor’s Note

To our esteemed readers,

March, 2014

Delft is one of the scenic islands off the west coast
of Jaffna peninsula and it is the largest island in the
Palk Strait, northern Sri Lanka. Because of its natural
strategic position the Dutch invaders were able to cap-
ture the island in the middle of the 17th century, and
by the British who came in the end of the18th century
and took control of the country. The Dutch named the
island as Delft and it is called Neduntheevu in Tamil.

With many foreign influence, changes in lifestyles
of indigenous people is something that is definitely
unavoidable. However, even with the foreign social
and cultural influence prevail, our people have man-
aged to follow their Tamil traditions and culture in
some way or other. In this regard it is appropriate to
mention eminent scholars and philanthropists like Sri-
la Sri Arumuga Navalar and others for their tremen-
dous services.

Later, once the foreign rule faded away, only some
monuments are left with us to remember the past.
From this issue onwards Kalaikesari is pleased to give
you some glimpses of the lifestyle of the present day
island with its historical background.

Also as usual, research articles by scholars and other
interesting informative articles will definitely enter-
tain you.

Fashion curiousness is an inherent character of
mankind, since early day’s men and women used to
adore themselves with various accessories both natu-
ral and artificial. Painting of skin or body art is one of
the earliest forms of artistic expressions used by
men. It has been used to indicate status, religious de-
votion, desired protection against evil and disease, and
much more. You will be amazed by reading Mehendi
article about how some people decorate their skins
with natural colours specially for ceremonial occa-
sions. There will be lot more interesting write ups
lined up just for you.

So happy reading and safe journey!
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2 Bedroom unit - 1157 Sg.Ft 2 Badroont unil - 12655471 3-4 Bedrnam VEliaz - 1609-2025 Sq.F

Starting at Re.18,560,000.00 Starting at Rs.28,760,000.00 Starting at Rs.31,466,000.00 ] Starting at Rs.45,500,000.00 Starting at R.82,400,000.00
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slgdsmn waph eoawms awmsrmd : ROC Architects Ple Lid, Ssiyd

pIBELEIUE aylnTesT + Davis Langdon KPK, Singapore - a subsidiary of an AECOM Company

Bnoremn : Sanken Construction {Pvt) Ltd.

slummsepde elbume @ifs oobom sempuEs: + 94-772086415 , 777203772, 770162067, 771965589, 773292538
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The image is an artist's impression of Dynasty Residence, the actual modsl is available to view at the above address,

www.dynastyresidence.com
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Seenigama the
only place devoted
to the God Devol

Madhuri Peiris

_eenigama is a small village on the south-west coast
on the main Colombo-Matara roadway located just
before Hikkaduwa. Seenigama Sri Devol Maha
Devalalya is a well-known sacred land among many

" Sri Lankans and mostly among the Sinhalese people.
Devalaya is devoted to the local God Devol.

Being the only Devalaya that is located in the middle
of the sea, it is not a difficult site to visit. From
Colombo when you go down the Galle road passing
the 61 mile post you can spot the tiny island mass
along with a Devalaya constructed on the mainland.
Many visits the Devalaya on the mainland not




knowing the fact that the main Devalaya is on the
island for about one mile away from the mainiand.

It is a little rocky island with few prominent coconut
trees. From a distance, it gives you a pictorial view
of the devalaya with a clay tile roof along with two
coconut trees.

There are small motor boats that operate to visit the
Devalaya. Some villagers in this area believe that this
island was originally so close to the mainland and
with the time it has been moving towards the deep
sea which is believed to be a bad sign and they
believe it will create lots of bad time for the country.
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Devotees of the Devalaya believe the God
Devol assists them to stand against their ene-
mies. If someone faces an injustice and espe-
cially if they are very helpless, they used to
visit the Devalaya and grind chilies on a special
stone requesting God to punish the party who

has done injustice to them.

History

There are two different stories about the deva-
laya and about the God Devol. Looking at de-
valaya’s history it runs back to more than 13
centuries where a king named Dappula was rul-
ing the country. Story starts as, once a large log
from a Kihiri tree has floated to the shores in
Seenigama but no one has noticed it. Since the
log did not get anybody’s attention, it has float-
ed to another shore in the Devinuwara area
where some civilians have noticed the log and
has informed the King Dappula. The King has
found out that this log was first floated to
Seenigama and has built a Devalaya in the place
where the log was. He has then taken the log
and crafted a statue of God Upulwan (Another
God of Sri Lanka) and has built a separate
Devalaya in Devinuwara to place the statue.

History of the God Devol has two different
stories. In both stories, a merchant marine call
Devol Sammi has become the God Devol after
his death.

In the ancient story about Devol Sammi, he is
from Kalingapura in India and his father was a
wealthy philanthropist named Bolennda. His
mother was Yasawati. In Buddhism many bud-
das were born in the world time to time and one
was called Kakusanda Buddha. During this
Buddas time, in previous lives of this family,
they have offered alms to Buddha and due to
these meritorious deeds the family has again
born in several other Buddha’s times and has
given more alms. Devol Sammi was born with
all these past lives merits. Later he came to Sri
Lanka as a marine and after his death he has
become a God.

The modern story of God Devol says, Devol
Sammi is the son of a king named Ramasinha
who ruled the city of Kuddapura, India. Devol
Sammi, being a young prince has sailed to Sri




Lanka as a merchant marine with a crew. During
the journey. the ship has caught in a dangerous
storm and many of his crew members have got
killed. But Devol Sammi and a few others have
survived and have started praying to God asking to
save them. These prayers were heard by God
Sakkra (Who believes to be the God in charge of all
the Gods in heaven) and have rescued them by cre-
ating a stone barge. Devol Sammi then managed to
reach Sri Lanka and has lived the rest of his life
here. After his death, he has ascended to Godhood.
Then the locals have started worshiping him.




The main festival

The main festival of the devalaya is called the Esala Festival and it
falls in the month of August (the month of August is called Esala in the
ancient Sinhala year calendar) and usually it runs for about three weeks.
Event starts with a special offering made to Nobel Lord Buddha. Then
there are Perahera processions for several days. These processions
would have various traditional dancers, musicians, elephants and lot
more colourful entertainers. During the festival nights the fireworks are
lighted from the island devalaya making a beautiful view of the area.
Many devotees participate in this event and during the festive time you
can see stalls selling curious works of arts along sides of the Seeniga-
ma.

The festival ends with a ceremony where devotees and the priests in
charge of the devalaya walk on a bed of burned charcoal. This event is
called gini pagima or walking on fire. At the time when Devol Sammi
and his crew wanted to enter Sri Lanka through Seenigama, people
believe the Goddess Pattini (A local Goddess) was in charge of the
Seenigama area and she wanted to test the powers of Devol Sammi.
She has then created seven powerful circles of fire and has asked them
to enter the country through these obstacles. Devol Sammi having lots
of merits from his previous births have managed to cross all seven cir-
cles and there after the Goddess Pattini has considered him as a God
and handed over the Seenigama area to him.

Throughout the event of gini pageema, while performing their rituals
the devotees remember the powers of God Devol who managed to walk

Fe sl

through seven circles of fire. v
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- The Musical Genius

Kalasuri Dr. Arunthathy Sri Ranganathan

Lecturer — University of visual and performing arts — Colombo

Former Director —Sri Lanka Broadcasting Corporation

Sri Thyagarajah (1767-1847) the most illustrious
among the composers of South India, was one of the
versatile musical geniuses of all time. Many a raga,
which was a mere name before his time and whose
melodic sweetness lay unfathomed, began to dance
their way through the human heart under his life-giv-
ing touch. Ever since his day, the melody of Carnatic
music has become more rhythmical, flowing and
graceful.

In the history of the cultural growth in South India,
Sri Thyagaraja the eminent composer in Classical
Carnatic music and one among the trinity carved a
niche for himself. His contribution is not confined to
music alone, though that itself is monumental. His is
a case of a versatile personality, a keen observer, an
original philosopher, a scholar, a complete devotee
and a person who is relevant to all times. His study

of men and matters in this world is amazing both in
depth and breath . Equally amazing is his pursuit of
Rama Bhakthi. He lived with Rama every moment.
He saw Rama as a child, as a virtuous adult, as a sav-
iour of mankind, as a Lord of the whole Cosmos. He
cajoled him, taunted him, cried for him, served him,
and did various other things, which a person in ecs-
tacy or devotion does.

The life and works of Swamy Thyagaraja, the bard
of Thiruvaiyaru, is a miracle of miracles. For no mu-
sician, with the exception of Purandaradasar, revolu-
tionized and gave direction to Indian Music as he did,
so creative a musician and saint was he, that he has
come to be known as Sri Thyaga Brahmam, which is
a reference not only to his creativity, but carries with
it a part of his fathers name Ramabrahmam.

Sir Thyagaraja’s greatness as a composer of kritis
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has so overshadowed the other facets of his many sided genius that we
would have noticed his gifts as a Telungu poet and a writer of operas. It
is evident from his two operas ‘Nowka Charithram’ and ‘Brahalada
Bakthi Vijayam, now extant, that he was a competent writer of Telungu
verse, with a rare mastery over even intricate metres, and a Play —
Wright with an innate dramatic instinct and excellent powers of charac-
terization. )

He exerted the greatest influence upon musical art in South India,
during the 18th and 19th centuries and revolutionised the very nature
of Carnatic music. His genius is evident in every song of his .

But his immortal Pancharathna Krithis - the five gems — set in ragas
Natai, Gowla, Arabi, Varali and Sri, reveal the mastery he had over
musical technique. Apart from thousands of songs of the kriti type, he
composed Uthsava Sampradaya Keerthanams and Divyanama Sang-
eerthanas, which are sung in devotional congregations. The Panchar-
athna Krithis are the most representative of Thyagaraja’s art as a com-
poser, and he appears to have in these pieces consciously summed up
his musical genius in a quintessential form. They constitute a deliber-
ate scheme of melody, rhythm and words, in to which he has painstak-
ingly fitted in every aspect of the classical form of Carnatic music. The
Ethukada Swaras come in waves with the originality and daring that
are breathtaking. Thyagaraja’s poetic gifts in Sanskrit and Telugu are
also in full play, and the kritis are literally poems set to music.

The poetic imagery found in some of the songs is gorgeous as can be
seen from the description of the river Yamuna in the kriti ‘Chudare’ in
Pantuvarali--. “Bees hover around pink lotuses wafted by the breeze on
the dark blue waters of the Yamuna, dotted with sand dunes white in
colour. The steps look as if they have been paved with diamonds. Swans
swim on the rippling waters. The bowers are full of vine, with multi-
coloured parrots feasting on the grapes. The cuckoos sing in the trees
and manmathan (cupid) is busy aiming his flower darts at love stricken
humanity”.

The melodies of these songs have a beauty of their own, with flowing
cadence and easy rhythm as their distinguishing features. Sri Thyaga-
raja expressed his bhakti moods in lyrics, both precise and evocative.
The melodies as well are an integral part of his articulation of devotio-
ved experiences. As all lovers of carnatic music know, Sri Thyagaraja
was the proponent of a musical mysticism which affirmed that the
vibrations of beautiful dedicated music are a subtle form of the divine.
Sri Thyagaraja, in theory and practice, stands for the realization that
music is the divine medium and the message-the vibration of sacred
concord which is seen as the source and goal of life. Most saints did not
| - _write songs about the medium of their praise. Sri Thyagaraja uniquely
wrote more than a dozen songs about the greatness of spiritual music.
These songs sum up, in a general way his musical mysticism.

In two songs, Sri Thyagaraja speakes of the notes of music as beauti-
ful celestial maidens, and he enthusiastically exhorts his mind to attend
and serve them. In ‘Sobhillu Saptaswara’ Sri Thyagaraja further




describes the seven notes and lists their residences, both internal and

external.

Thyagaraja did not consider music as a fine art but as a easier path to
salvation. To him music was Nadopasana or Sangeethopasana and
singing was a bhajana and not a concert. Music is thus the common
realm in which the Lord and the devotee meet and mingle. The power
of music lies in its ability to provide an inroad to spiritual ecstasy. Sri
Thyagaraja praises music as the source of many benefits.

Musical knowledge when coupled with devotion in Thyagaraja’s
view, provides a means to the ultimate goal of life, Moksha- final re-
lease- liberation. Musicians and music lovers were in tune with and
moved by these ideas and the melodious lyrics which expressed them,
to cause Sri Thiyagaraja to come to the forefront of composers. His
disciples transmitted his songs far and wide and by the turn of the cen-
tury enough people had been touched by the music of his ‘Kritis’ to
establish him as the greatest Musician-saint to be born in recent times.
His life, his faith, his works all captured the imagination of the people.
His music endures and it delights and inspires a growing number of
people even today.

For us, his musical forms represent, in energy of form, and spiritual-
ity of content the most supreme height, which music has attained. His
life, his faith, his works, all captured the imagination of the people. His
music endures and it delights and inspires a growing number of people
even today. Its appeal lies in the access to peace which it offers as
Thyagaraja himself said, “Without peace there can be no happiness”.

Every year Thiruvaiaru in Tamil Nadu comes to life around Pashya
Bagula Panchami day, in the Tamil month of Thai —January. It was on
this day, Sri Thyagaraja, one among the music trinity, the other two be-
ing Sri Shyama Sasthirigal and Sri Muthuswamy Dheekshithar - at-
tained Samadi, released from the bondage of material life. Thousands
of musicians sit around the Saints Samadhi, on the banks of river Caveri
at Thiruvaiaru and pay their homage by rendering his Pancharathna
krithis in chorus.

These melodious keerthanas are sung by all musicians and devotees
on Thiyagaraja Aradana day as an offering to Sri Thyagaraja, and con-

gl

sider it as a great privilege and blessings. %
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