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Editor’s Note

UETESD GVECsER eunssiaBer!  To our esteemed readers,

July, 2014

We are very happy that Kalaikesari is gradu-
ally attracting more and more readers. While
looking forward for your continued support,
we also welcome constructive criticism.

This is the centennial year of the renowned
poet of the hill country, Mr. C.V, Veluppillai.
He is a humanist who brought to light the real
sufferings of the almost enslaved life of the
plantation workers. He was a versatile per-
sonality, on the whole, a politician, trade un-
ionist, novelist, article writer, journalist and a
social worker who worked for the upliftment
of the living standards of the plantation work-
ers.

Two of his famous poetic creations worth
mentioning are, ‘In Ceylon’s tea garden’ and
‘Born to labour’.

In this issue of Kalaikesari, Professor Saba
Jeyaraja makes a contribution which that por-
trays this personality, when his centenary is
being remembered.

Moreover, in this issue, readers have the op-
portunity of knowing about a two hundred
year old dharma chathiram (free pilgrims rest)
and a Vinayagar Temple in Colombo, which
we hope will be of interest to the readers.

As usual this issue also, carries some inter-
esting articles. Kalaikesari will be happy to
know your comments and constructive sug-
gestions.
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Sri Muthuswami Dikshitar

Kalasuri Dr. Arunthathy Sri Ranganathan
Lecturer — University of Visual and Performing Arts — Colombo
Former Director —Sri Lanka Broadcasting Corporation

. nthe history of every art, including literature, it
~s= is found that there are certain periods during
which that art had flourished and reached heights of
excellence not approached during other periods. In
the history of carnatic music the period comprising of
the second half of the 18th and the first half of the
19th centuries, was one of such glorious periods. It
was during this period that masters like Thyagaraja,
Muthuswamy Dikshithar, Shyama Sastry (which
three constitute the musical Trinity) Maharaja Swathi
Thirunal, Thodi Sitharamyah, Vadivelu brothers,
Arunachala kavi and others lived and sang. This pe-

Muthuswamy dikshithar like the other two com-
posers in the trinity was born in Thiruvarur, of which
there is a Tamil saying” to be born in Thiruvarur is to
be assured of salvation, as it is to die at Thiruvaiyar.™
Thiruvarur in the Tanjore district is a famous place of
saivite pilgrimage.

Dhikshithar was a rich flower that blossomed in this
hoary and rich heritage. His father Ramaswamy
(1735 - 1817 ) was himself a leading, versatile, mas-
terly and venturesome composer, as also a great lak-
shana vidwan. To him who was childless for a long
time, was born in 1775, Muthuswamy, as a blessing
of the God Muthukumara and Goddess Balambika at
Vaitheeswaran temple.

The time of Muthuswamy’s birth was the annual
vasantothsavam of Lord Thyagaraja. This is just to
show that Muthuswamy Dikshithar did not burst in to
glory in a vacuum, but it was a natural high point in
the tide of musical creativity. The classical heritage.
religious background and erudition, which are the
special features of Dhikshithar’s songs, are a smooth
flow from this highly rich background.

Muthuswamy Dikshithar and his compositions de-
serve special treatment for, he is the only composer in
the field of carnatic Music who has composed a large
corpus of songs, nearly a thousand of them, entirely
in Sanskrit. In the great Vaggeyakaras creative activ-
ity was a sort of spontaneous combustion, in which
words and music were born together, fused in to one
whole. Sanskrit as the language of meditation and
the language of mantra - Sastra came unbidden to
Dikshithar who expressed himself in it, as naturally
as the lark in its trills.

riod is known as the golden age of CarB?gﬂ%éH%eroolaham His.songs are moulded in the classical style, dis-
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playing deep scholarship (in many of his songs he
calls himself rightly Panditatara) they are beautifully
worded and roundly phrased, well dictioned, gram-
matical, and produce sumptuousness and richness of
fare.

To Dhikshithar, sahithya was not an end in itself
but an indispensable frame work of the music. Dik-
shithar, an ardent Sri Vidya upasaka with siddhis in
this direction, relied more on the incantational power
of the word rather than on its emotional content. His
Sahithyas are thus in effect dhyana slokas rather than
lyrics. Reverent study of and meditation on his sa-
hithya are thus indispensable for all, who would like
to partake in however humble and fragmentary man-
ner, in the vital experience that produced the words
and the music ,and their perfect blending.

Chithambaranatha Yogi, the Diksha guru of both
Ramaswamy Dhikshithar and Muthuswamy Dikshi-
thar, after a few years stay with Muthuswamy Dikshi-
thar at Kasi, asked him to go to Tirutani. From this
period, started an unbroken kshetratana of Dikshithar
throughout South India, which has produced a num-
ber of valuable kshethra krithis, rich in minute de-
tails about the particular sthala and the deity.

It is also noteworthy that although Dikshithar was a
devi- upasaka and bore the Guru Guha mudra , he has
sung on various deities objectively and was also a
great advaitin. All these kritis incorporate material
from architecture, iconography, mythology, litera-
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(1776-1834)

ture, mantra sastra, and local sampradaya. Dhikshi-
thar’s songs are a treasure of information, on many
temples and divinities in south India.

Dikshithar composed songs on nine planets to re-
lieve the acute stomach pain of one of his disciples
Tambiappan, who used to play on the Suddhama-
ddalam in the Thyagaraja temple. These songs on the
planets have indeed continued to provide solace and
comfort, at the physical, mental, and spiritual levels
to numerous students of music and devotees.

In keeping with his rich heritage, scholarly back-
ground, and high artistic achievements Dikhithar has
chosen the highly scientific and inflectional language
of Sanskrit as the medium of his lofty expression and
has also made the best use of it in his varied composi-
tions. Dikshithar is thus a rare combination of a
scholar, master, sadhaka and a versatile genius, who
scaled new heights in the harmony of sangitha, and
sahithya and their many dimensional beauty. vfs’
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The legendary queen

Viharamahadev!

There are very few heroines in Sri Lankan history
compared to heroes. Among the very few promi-
nent female characters, queen Viharamahadevi's
name remains exceptional. Her name is well-
known among children as a lady who was brave
enough to challenge her life to save her country.

Madhuri Peiris
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is believed that the name Viharamahadevi
+was given to her later by her husband King
Kavanthissa and her original name was Sharwaree.
Viharamahadevi was the eldest daughter of King
Kelani Tissa, who ruled Kelaniya at that time (2nd
century BC). Once the king Kelani Tissa punished an
innocent Bhuddist monk by boiling him alive in a
cauldron of oil. The legend says Gods became very
angry over this king’s move and made the ocean to
flow into the country and flood the land. His kingdom
was washed away by the tidal waves and to stop fur-
ther destruction king was directed to soothsayers.
Soothsayers have asked the king to sacrifice a prin-
cess to the sea so that the sea will be calmed. So the
King Kelani Tissa decided to sacrifice his eldest
daughter and made a beautifully decorated boat out
of gold and loading it with food and water to last a

month. The boat was inscribed the letters saying it
carrying a king’s daughter.

Later the brave daughter of King Tissa, Viharama-
hadevi decided to sacrifice herself in order to save her

country and was sent to the sea on this specially made
boat. As soon as the princess was sent, the sea has
become calm and the water has receded.

Many days later some fishermen have spotted a
strange looking craft in a shore at a spot called Do-
vera, near Kirinda. They have passed the message to
their king, who was ruling the southern part of the
country or the Rohana as they called in early days.
Kavanthissa was a very powerful young king in Ro-
hana (Ruhuna at present) met the brave princess and
after listening to her story was very impressed by her
act and immediately has decided to marry her.

Since she was found very close to the Lanka
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Vihara a well-known Buddhist temple, the name Vi-
haramahadevi was given to her. There is a small sthu-
pa in Kirinda believed to be built and offered as a
thanksgiving for the safe voyage of the princess. This
small sthupa was built on a cliff with some engraved
inscriptions on a nearby boulder. According to schol-
ars, these inscriptions commemorate the event and
mark the landing place.

After being married to King Kavanthissa, she was

blessed with two sons namely Dutugamunu and Sad-
dhatissa. Later her son Dutugamunu became a well-
known king in the country.

Kirinda is a small village situated in the southern
province of the country. Situated on the south coast
of Sri Lanka about 270km from Colombo, it is only
10km south of the Tissamaharama. Kirinda is a beau-
tiful place visited by thousands of Buddhist pilgrims
and tourists each year.

Kirinda Raja Maha Viharaya which was believed
to be situated in the place where Queen Viharama-
hadevi was found in an isolated boat is a location
with a spectacular view of the coast which can extend
to the Basses reef, one in Sri Lanka’s premier dive
sites.

The ancient temple is sited atop a rocky outcrop
which gives you a panoramic view of the beautiful
Kirinda beach. You can find a small Hindu shrine ad-
joining to the temple. A large statue of Queen Vihara-
mahadevi is located on the spot where she is said to
have landed. Kirinda is where place a one can visit
and view few remaining evidence of a Sri Lankan
legend and also enjoy the beautiful views of the
southern beaches rich with sand dunes. Unfortunate-
ly the rough sea in this area will keep you away from
feeling the freshnes of the sea water. {'5“
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