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Capital Punishment
Should be Abolished

I. KATHIRASAR,
Inter - Arts.

Capital Punishment is the most ex-
treme punishment that could be inflicted
on a person. It is not the best form of
punishment, because, when the person is
executed, especially by seating him in the |
electric chair, he frees himself from all
worldly troubles, in the most comfortable
manner possible. None will shrink from
murdering when they think of the above |
easy way of- escaping from worldly
troubles,

In my opinion, the modern way of‘
executing murderers does not serve as a
deterrent. The primitive mode of execut-
ing the murderer may serve as a deterrent.
Then the murderer was tortured in a
barbarous manner by cruelly severing his |
limbs from his body. Even if executions
were to be carried on in the primitive
manner, it would not serve as a deterrent.
Men do not murder intentionally, but
these are only acts of temporary in- |
sanity,

Sometimes wrong persons are charged
with murder. These mistakes are so in-
jurious to the freedom of the land, that
they should not be easily tolerated. Such
miscarriage of justice should be dealt

| read these columns

| manner than the present one,

with severely, because compensation is’

impossible, when the punishment is once
inflicted,

The jury sometimes acquit guilty men
on false grounds. Sometimes even by
pitying the criminal, who has got to

| undergo death, which he does not deserve,

they acquit him without sentencing him
at least to imprisonment. Thus, in trying
to lessen the punishment, they acquit the
criminal altogether.,

Capital punishment does no good but
only serves as an advertisement of the
murder. It attracts the attention of all,
and is talked about throughout the land,
Newspapers speak about the murderer
and the capital punishment imposed on
him, Much space is devoted in news-
papers to the publishing of this. All
with a scorn of
superiority and pity the accused,

There is no use of avenging the death
of the deceased by imposing capital
punishment on the murderer, without

| doing “any good to the relatives of the

deceased. The murder of the deceased
may be compensated for- in a better
The better
method is that the murderer should meet
the expenses of the deceased’s family till
their death, On failing to do the above
the murderer should be imprisoned,

To impose capital punishment on a
man is contrary to our belief in the
sanctity of human life. The person of a
man is sacred and it cannot suffer execy-
tion,  Therefore capital punishment
should be abolished and a better and
more civilised form of punishment should
be imposed on the criminal,
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Air Traffic.

g T. SOMASERARAM, .
Matric A.

A cursory glance of a'monthly magagine
informed me that, ‘*however much we may
try to catch up with the West we will not
be able to do so, until we become a nation
of bird-men”. This, I believe, is true to
a certain extent. Hence it is not sur-
prising tosee that Ceylon is anxious to
have air ports wherever necessary.

About six-hundred acres of land have |

been bought for the establishment of an
aerodrome at Ratmalama, The lakhs of
rupees spent on purchasing it is, I believe,
the greatest investment Ceylon has made
so far for the advancement of civilisation.

Likewise, some money has been spent on |

the erection of an air-port at Trincomalie.
In Colombo an aero-club has come into
existence which, in my opinion, is quite
essential.  Some weeks ago the tofal
number of members was about fifty. Mem-
bership is of two types. There are silcnt
members as well as flying members. Each
member has to pay an entrance fee of
twenty-five rupees and some other subs-
criptions regularly, DMembers are granted
certain concessions, For example, a
member can use a plane for flying about
for one hour on payment of an extra sum
of twenty-five rupees; and for five minutes
on payment of Five rupees, On the other
hand, a non-member is entitled to use a
plane for about an honr, if only he pockets
out sixty rupees. Again a ncn-member
has to pay a sumn of ten rupees to
have an aerial view of Colombo which
occupies about five full minuter, IHence it
pays to be a member, Another great

advantage is that the members can learn |

to man the plane.

Very recently an emergency air-port
was opened in Puttalam, where visitors
were given joy rides. 1 wish that some of
us had been present on that occasion]
There now runs a strong rumour of estat-

| state of Ceylon.

blishing an aerodrome in Jaffna itself. But
I have my doubts because of the financial
However, we can hope
for it in the near future.

Air traffic will, I am sure, revolutionize.
the civilization of Ceylon. Fven now,
when air traffic is a little costly, people
are sailing on the air to 1mbibe foreign,
yet good, manners and customs,  There-
fore there cannot be a ghost of a doubt

| to predict advancement for Ceylon.

As air tralfic increases, Ceylon will get
nearer and nearer the West and ultimately
will form part of the west, which is a
desirable state of affairs.

Hence chances are likely to turn favou-
rable to Ceylon. Once she holds friendship
with the West, she will gain the love of all.
She will learn more thingsin the matter of
industry, agriculture, commerce and what
not.  She will distribute her surplus pro-
ducts to different covntries easily and
without much obligation, and in like
manner import the necessary coimodities.
If air traffic is advantagecus to Ceylon,
why can it not prove sucsessful in the case
of other countries as well?

THE NEW ASST. EDITOR

Mas. M. SivaTtaasaN of the Matric C.
class has been elected Asst. Editor of
this Magazine in place of Mas. S. Veera-
vagu who left us recently. In this connec-
tion we should like to express our appre-
ciation of the services rendered by the
latter towards the improvement of this
magazine. We wish him the best of luck
for the future.

We offer our felicitations to our New
Asst, 1iditor, and hope his abilities as a
writer will be a source of benefit to our
readers,
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Who’s who of the
Athletic Team. |

By T. SANMUGA RAJAH, |
S

The Inter-Collegiate Sports Meet be-
gins tomorrow and our athletes have been
in constant practice, thanks to the effort of
the sports master and some of our enthu-
siastic teachers, In the eyes of one and all,
our Inter-House Meet was a grand affair
with a high standard of Sport. ~

I give below my impressions of the
various athletes of our College. I do this
with the best of intentions and I hope I

shall be pardoned for any adverse |
criticism, |
SENIORS ‘

V. Jeevaratnam: —
The back-bone of the team., He is

regular in practice and his recent achieve-
ments at the Inter-House Meet has im-
pressed the crowd -very much, His
stamina leaves little to be desired, If[
only his stature were a little bigger he
could even go up to accomplish greater |
feats.

C. Yogaretnam:

The present “Jesse Owens” of Jaffna.
This is his first appearance in the Senior

Group, Heruus with a classical style|
and leaps magnificently * in the Long
Jump: We expect much from him. ‘

M. Selvaretnam:— i
He has the gift of a natural athlete.
e e
He sprints in the approved style and, in
the sprinting events, he comes a close ‘
second to C. Yogaretnam. He has anc- |
ther year before him, in which time he is |
certain to improve by leaps and bounds. |

S. Kathirgamathamby:—

Another of our long distance runners,
He came 3rd in the Shot-put at'last year's '
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Inter-College Sports Meet, and sye expect
him to come out first this year in this
events 5

P. Kannapar:—

A very good long distance runner with
a lot of staminain him. He should be
able to do much better with systematic
training.

K. Elangarajah:—

A good sprinter. Can do much in the
High Jump, if he cares to. He is of
gret use tous in the Relay events. Has
two years before him,

V. Balasubramaniam:—

He is our hurdler and he is very keen
about his practice, His keenness should
carry him far.

S. Sabaretnam.

A. very recent discovery. Heis parti-

' cipating only in the Hop, Step and Jump.

His first acquaintance with this event was
only about a fortnight ago. With the little
amount of practice he has taken he has
done well, and, with some more practice,
may manage to get a place in the Meet,

T. Sivasithambaram:—

With his magnificent build should be
able to putt the shot better than he is
doing now,

S. Nadarajah: —

With his short stature and excellent
stamina expects to do well in the long
distances,

T. Senathirajah & K. Pathmanathan
are in the reserve list for the relay
feams.

INTERMEDIATES.

A. Ramalingam: —

Winner of last year’s Intermediate
High Jump. Hecreated agreat impression
on the crowd last year when he cleared
4 ft. 113 ins. This year too we expect
much from him.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanahar.org



4

T. Kulagnanam:—

A good hurdler,
hurdles is impressive, He has been in re-
gular training and by the eve of the Meet
his improvement would be greater.

C. K. Thurairetnam;—

Is our only Pole-vaulter, He is
taking part in' the High Jump. He does
his High Jump in the Eastern cut-off
style, 'With some more training he will
do better.

M. Sabanayagam:—

Sprinter in the making. Has great talents
in the field events. He comes a close
second to Ramalingam in the sprinting
events, :

T. Packyarajah:—

Has been a “find” in the team this year

His forte is the Hurdles. The enthusiasm
he has been showing recently to get the
style in hurdling should help a lot,

A. Parameswaran:—
The best quarter-miler among the inter-

mediates. With a little bit of training he |

should be able to do mnch better,

Sri Skandarajah, Nagarajah and
Linganathan are reserves for the relay
team in the Intermediate Group.

JUNIORS
R. Mahendran:—

The junior champion of the College.
He has the style in sprinting. We expect
much from him,

P, Ehamparam:—

Heisa good Long Jumper Comes a
close second to Mahendran in the Sprint-
ing events.

K. Anandarajah:—

Has been another “find” in the team.
His perfomance at the Inter-House Meet
has marked him as an able High Jumper.
With an Eastern cut-off style.

Balachandran, Nadarajah, Raja-
sunderam & Muthurajasingam are
running for the relay,
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His style over the | °

also |
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An Accident at Sea

By T. THURATI RETNAM,
3rd Form B.

It' was the Easter vacation and I had
come home to my village to spend the
holidays. Many of my village friends
had also arrived home and we all were
finding- it rather dull. There being still
four days for re-opening of school, we
proposed to undertake a boat trip. Ac-
cordingly a boat was hired and a day was
fixed for our departure.

On the appointed day my five friends
and myselt put on our respective suits
and started for the river bank, which

Digitized by Noolaham

| dark clouds appeared in the sky.

F

G T e . | ready.

i3 T T | w val | =
= gpell e Sy o (PR G ohe helmsman and one oarsman.
afl@is B sBReCu mas sall @ gf Bar |

That boat was a little one with
It was
early morning and the day promised to
be bright. A fine breeze was blowing
and as soon as we were all on board, the

boat was loosened from its moorings,

‘The sail receiving full breeze. the boat

cut the water rapidly and the rippling
scund of the river was heard all around,
All this timhe, i1t was the helinsman who
was very busy, the ocarsman having not

| even a single bit of work.

The soft breeze, which was blowing,
fell all of a sudden. There was absolute
silence and the silence was ,the sign of
thunderstorin. Nature really assumed a
threatening attitude. Small patches of
The

clouds slowly increased in proportion till

| the whole sky was dark. The flashes were

simultaneously followed by roars cof
thunder, sometimes low and sowetimes
so loud as to be deafening. The winds
blew and the rain. fell. The lightning and
thunder continued without stopping,

The boat was tossed by the big heaving
billows, Our hearts were beating. We
asked the boatmen to ply on as fast as
they could. Having uttered these, we
said “O, God, help us in our dangers”
but before we had finished, one of my
friends accidentally . slipped into the
water, '

The oarsman diving in time brought
him half dead. We all rendered first aid
—and he was saved.

The rain slowly ceased and we started
homeward journey in the evening. After
some time we reached home and related
the detailed story of our journey to our

arents,
ndation.
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Our “Light Fitter”
By P. K. S., Matric. C.

With his mouth always uttering some-
thing or other, his slightly protruding
sets of teeth constantly chewing, with his
historic pair of shorts, and with a quick
movement, Perera, our “light fitter” and
mechanic, must have attracted your at-
tention several times. A good sight
attracts a person even as a bad sight
does; and wice-versa!  This wonderful
Perera i3 seen to do all sorts of jobs in
our College—all concerned with electri-
city and mechanism. In the morning he
carries a piece of wire; in the noon he
takes an electric bulb with him; in the
afternoon he carries a screw-driver and
keeps himself busy near the well; (in-
cidentally, he tightens the screws of
those who approach him while he is at
work:) He is permianently employed at
Hindu College!

Perera’s “all-round” bulky lieutenant,
Peter, alias Charlie, 1s not to be seen
here now-a-days. For some time they
moved like David and Jonathan “Loocse”
is the best title Perera has conferred upon
his mighty assistant, Peter, The recipient
of that title was not in the least moved
by the evil nature of the honours heaped
upon him by his graceful master, Mr,
“Loose” had a funny way of laughing,

both with his master and at his master. |
Peter, according to Perera’s information, |
visits the Regal Theatre at least four |

times a week, not to appreciate the

|
picture as a whole, but to laugh at those I

1
|
|
|

“gormandisers” of his
found in Tamil pictures.

type
Anyhow Peter

was considered to be a jolly good com- |

panion of Mr. Perera. He was a “heavy
weight” champion and would carry any-
thing, of any weight, at any time of the
day. This was his chief characteristic.

To proceed with Mr. Perera, Percra's
unflinching devotion to dutyis inuch
to be praised. Heis neither terrified

| by the threatining weather nor is he

perturbed by the Sinhalese-Ta‘ril bicker-
ings now rife in Ceylon, “Coolness in
action” 1s his motto. Suppose in fun we
' say something not complimentary to the
Sinhalese; he will not take it to heart and
show it by adding more to the joke,

My, Perera is a diplomat in the art of
getting round his go called “Machchan”,
Mr. Eliathamby, our veteran cook. When
he enters the dining hall a little before
lunch time, he will address Mr. Elia-
thamby as “Adei, Machchan, Loose”, the
which form of address will infuriate our
cook somuch that he will chase him out of

who are |

dining hall with lightning speed. Perera
will return to the place after two minutes
and try to ‘get round” Eliathamby
addressing him with all the sweet words
at his command, How dare you call me
"Machechan’. Iaraa Tamil and you are
a Singhalese.” This is how our cook’s
anger breaks out. This statement proves
that cur old eock, Mr. Eliathamby, is out
and out a strong communalistl But
Perera is a strict nationalist; he likes to
work under the Tamils and to please
them in all ways possible so as to bring
about a close understanding between the
Singhaless and the Tawmils, the two most
permanent peoples of the Island. This
spirit is the one that is required at present,
the “bridge-building” spirit, wiich is the
only means of achieving the long desired
Singhalese Tamil Unity

Tit-Bits.

Hot weather causes foot troubles—
Its sele disadvantage,
II, Some men are cut out to be un-
cles—DBy sharp nephews and nices,

ITl. A horse attended his master’s
wedding—Accompanied the groom.

IV. Amateur actors usually rise to the
occasion—Think they are rising stars.

V. Wealth gees to some people’s
heads—They buy expensive hats,
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- Our Pepys’ Diary

4/7/39.

‘Mas A proves with all his might that
R, L. Stevensou “discovered” the steam
engine and says that the battle of Water-
loo took place on the sea because the
(battle is named “Waferloo.” A real
prodigy !

5/7/39.

A slight ishower of rain at 8 p. M.
Fortunately Mis X, the hosteller, gets

eI R

|

wet, Thz enly bath for this term,
6/2{39.
QOur Veteran cook Eliathamby says |

that the picture-goers are deceived at the |
Aceording to his pro- |

Regal Theatre.
found knowledge, the Manager of the
Regal Theatre flashes a torch (light) in
the direction of the big “white cloth”
(screen) and the ticket-seller sings and
talks behind the “white cloth.”

T30

Mas X. talks loud in the Chemistry
Laboratory, The science-teacher asks
him to tie up his gas-bag immediately
(not to talk). X. replies “Sir, there is no
use in wy doing it, because there are
many gas bags in the laboratory.”

8/7/39.

Our “Metropolitan’ friend goes to the
copy of Bunyan's “Pilgrim’s Progress.”
The Manager of the Milk-bar advises him

him to go to Angoda University, Poor
friend, heé does not understand why.

9/7/39
Mas A, the hosteller, says that some of

THE YOUNG HINDU

Rather Funny

Hitler’s Decision!

A child was looking at the map of
Europe at study time.

Father: —\Vhat are you doing there?
Have you no home work?

Child;—Daddy, I have got to draw a
map of Europe, but I am waiting for
Hitler’s Decision, §

Excellent Pronunciation!

An Indian Professor who pronounces
B for I’ and P for B in conducting a
meeting saidi— Ladies and gentlemen,
now that we have a pig congregation; we
will all stand up and bray.

* %* *

Wife is Paradise!

The Euoglish Teacher addresses the
First Form Class:—Now that you have
studied the life history and the works of
Milton, 1 want to ask questions;—What
made Milion write Paradise Lost and
Paradise Regained? o

Shrewed Student; —Sir, at the death of
his first wile he wrote Paradise Lost and
after the marriage of a second wife he
wrote Paradise Regained.

Football

| Sir,

May I, through the medium of your

_valuable journal, suggest that an “undet-

] . ; 1o -~ i .
miJk bar and there tri's to purchase a | S¥ieen FFootball Competition among the

various Houses be introduced, Much en-

. thusiasm will prevail especially if a Chal-

lenge Cup is offered. Such a competition
will help the College Sports Authorities
in improving the standard of football

| and in building up teams of footballers,
Thanking you for the space,

his friends in the hostel are seven feet in |

height.  To.which Mas B replies, . “Oh
that is the height of fashion.”

Yours etc,
“GoaLig”
Pty G,
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Wednesday, July 19, 1939,

EDITORIAL NOTES

The Matriculation Application Test is
almost over, Perhaps, those of our friends
who have, according to their own satis-
faction, done well in the Test, are await-
ing their results with impatient eagerness,
We fear a good many of us have not
adequately satisfied our examiner in
English, but from a general point of

view. we conscientiously think, that our |

standard of work this year, is much better

than that of yesteryear, Therefore, there |
is no gainsaying the fact that at least |

seventy five percent of those of us who
sat for the Application Test, will satisfy
our exaininers, Anyhow everything will
be announced next week. Let us see how
we have fared,

We are glad to be able to mention
that we had a friendly Sports Meet with
Jaffna Central College on the 5th, 6th and
7th of this month on the latter’s ground.
In this connection, we offer our sincere
thanks to Mr. ]J. S. Selvaratnam, the

Sports-Master of Central College, and his |

excellent team of athletes, for having
arranged such a practice meet and to have
thus enabled to intensify the close under-
standing that exists between two Colleges,

| We

| nations,

9

congratulate the Central College
sportsmen and our band of athletes on
their very creditable performance in the
above Meet.

The All-Ceylon Mango Show held in
our college premises on Friday and
Saturday last, was indeed an invaluable
treat to our eyes. The variegated illumi=
the perfect order of exhibits
shown, and the healthy manner in which
transactions were conducted in the
different stalls around the college quad-
rangle, indeed added much glamour to
the occasion. Crowds of people, both
males and females, were pouring in an
endless stream till the night of Saturday
when the crowd was largest and thus. the
premises of eur college were accommo-
dated with spectators beyond capacity.
Really, we cannot easily forget the fun
and frolic of this show-

Harijan Temple Entry.

It is gratifying to note that a great pro=
gressive step has been taken ‘at Madura
in the admission of a few Harijans into
the Historic temple of Sri Meenakshi. The
The stumbling block that had from time
immemorial obstructed the social and
religious progress in India has been at
last removed. This is indeed a historic
event. It was but a year ago that such
a noble undertaking was launched in the
state of Travancore by His Highness the
Maharajah. There cannot be any objec-
tion to the fact that it was the Maha-
rajah’s successful endeavour which paved
the path for the very recent, humanitarian
measures adopted at Madura.

This is all due to the agitation set on
foot by Mahatma Gandhi, whose unflin-
ching devotion to this noble cause has
inspired the hearts of all well-intentioned
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Indians both high and low to spread this | “The PeSSimiSt’S A.B.C 9

movement all ever India and to reap its
wholesome fruits, The Mahatma's sacri-
fice towards the uplift of the Harijansis | A stands for Adolf, whose aims are
well-known, And his endeavours in this aggressive;

direction have never failed. This is nnjple | B are the British, who fined them
proof that his cause is justifiable. What excessive; -

more?

The Premier of Madras, Mr. C. Raja-
gopalachariar, is much to be praised in | :
this connection, for it was he, whoas a ‘ D stands for Deutschland, expanding
powerful lieutenant of Mahatma Gandhi, unduly;
was chiefly responsible for the removal of
this canker from the Hindu Religion. His
Indemnity Bill gives a legitimate right for
all Harijans to enter Hindu Temples. | G stands for Go:ring, whose grn is

beguiling;
i H is for Hollind, which soon will be

“Heil I"ing;

| C were the Czechs, who were Collared
so Cooly;

E is Europa, so soon to be Mittle;

| F is the Fuhrer, whose pledges are brittle:

LETTER TO THE EDITOR.

‘ I's for Intransigeance totalitarian;

Athletlc Forecast! [ J is the Jew who is Juzged by the Aryan;
¥ - K is the Kampf which the Leader is
SIR,—Last year one “Prognosticator” |  waging;

failed rather badly in his forecast of our
success in the Inter-collegiate Athletic
Meet. I give below a forecast for this year, | M are the Methods he used with Moravia;

which I hope you will be good enough to |\ i the Nazi of Noxious behaviour;
publish, I feel my predictions will come | L

L is his Language, 5o far from assuaging

O is the Outlet demanded—Uganda;

true.

Events. Points ! P is the Power of Press Propaganda;
Senior 100 Yards g | O is the Question, or Whither Germania?
" ?}5,8 : 1 | R's the Reply to it, that is, Rumania;

1 |
},’, Long Jump 1 S is the Speech that is spoken on Sunday;
w 4x110 Relay 5 T is the Tension which follows on
- 4 5 440 R(Elﬂy' 3 Monday: .
Putting the Shot 5 2 SE g ey
] & e . o &
Intermediate High Jump 1 | U’s the _Ul.uame, which 15 booked for
] attention;
,  Hurdles 3 S ; 2
Junior 100 Yards 5 | V is Versaillers, or the bone of contention;
G R oo 3 W's the Welcoming Way they took

Memel in:

Total 37 ' X is that mystery factoa—the Kermlin;
I also predict that we shall get the 3rd | Y’s our Yearing for peacestill frustrated;
place in g final ranking. And Z is the Zero at which we are rated.
Yours truly, l
“SHOCKER" i — ‘ANON’ in the World Review
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At the Mango Show

e

S0 aNDp So”,
Matric C.

By

The All-Ceylon Mango Show to be
held at Jaffna Hindu College—this idea
stood upper-most in my mind from the
day our Principal gave information about
it. Singce then, I managed to form an
imaginary picture of a mango-show, where-
in I saw the exhibition of different
varieties of mango-fruits, the display of
various kinds of grafted mango trees, the
exhibition of dried mangoes, pickles and
the like. I never extended my imagi-
nation a little further to embellish my
picture with paintings, on the border, of
weaving-shows, products of cottage in-

dustries, articles of food from the Pre- |

mier Cafg, the Ceylon Marketing Depart-
ment’s Kurrakkan diet, a = Broadeéasting
Station, a Jewellery Department, an Ad-
vertisement Bureau, Old Hadjiar’s Milk
Bar, A Hoopla Stall, A Shooting Gallery,
An Aunt Sally Stall, The Uduvil Village
Reconstruction Society’s Bar, Nithia-
nantha Bhavan Coffee Club, a Tea Kiosk
run by the Ceylon Tea Propaganda Board
etc., etc. - These
didn’t strike my ‘mind at first, but when
Friday dawned, all these appeared in the
realm of reality.

At 9 a,m, on Friday the whole of
Jaffna Hiadu College presented a specta-
cular scene. A sceneso full of interest and
throbbing.activity had never been portray-
de in the anna's of the College. Tasteful
decordtions increased the glamour of the
occasion, Previously to thisoccasion I had
thought that only a handful of mango-
growers would be attracted by this show:

little embellishments !

11

| thousands of people of both the sexes pre-
sent. The whole town, nay, even people
from distant parts, were there at some-
| time or other. When the show was declared
| open, all the people went in to see the ex-
hibitss Mr. Rodrigo, who in his speech
explained that the mango was a symbol of
Sinhalese-Tamil unity, and Adizar A,
Naganather, who, in his usual tone waxed
elequent on the potentialities of mango-
growing, were weaving their path towards
the weaving machines in the downstair
hall and moralised upon the foolishness of
people in not resorting to the much pro-
ductive industry of mango-growing. Bat
when they came to the upper floor of the
| hall where the mangoes were exhibited,
| the two (who were walking arm in arm)
expatiated on the several advantages we
| derive by adopting the weaving industry
as our permanent occupation!

In the evening I found to my great
satisfaction that our amusement stalls
attracted many people.

Somie of our wrestlers displayed three
or four wrestling bouts which were greatly
appreciated by all the spectators. This
was followed by Kandyan dances' This
| novel item, besides providing much enter-
tainment to many who saw it for the
first time, enabled us to see how far it
tallied in certain rvespects  with our
“PBarathanaddiam”.

Illuminations in the night converted
our College and premises into a happy
| something which cannot he adequately
| portrayed here, for want of space.

| On Saturday at 6-30 p.m. there was
| much stir and bustle in the College pre-
| mises. Under the multi-coloured illamina-
' tions, there was seen an oceam of heads.

but, strange to my belief, there were | It was really a delightful scene,
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The Origin of Civilization

By Mas, C, MURUGANANTHAM,
Matric B,

What do you mean by civilization? It
is the progress made by men from sava-
gery. If you could name all the differen-
ces between a man like Charles Dickens
or Thomas Carlyle and a savage in Africa
or in Australia, you could have a list of
many things which go to make up civili-
zation. Another measure may be had by
looking back over the many years during
which our race has attained all that we
now enjoy, It is at least three thousand
years since man began to be civilized,

One of the first places in the world to
become highly civilized was Greece.
this little country men early excelled in
the use of tools and weapons, and bujlt
cities and sailed ships and established
themselves in comfort and freedom with
just laws, Their civilization flourished;
men grew wise, skilful and humane, and
learnt to do many things as well as or
better than they have ever been done
since. The Greeks did not know the uses
of steam and electricity, and their science
was in most respects less than ours. But

- they were the first to build buildings,
carve statues and write poems and plays.

The results of the Greek civilization in
art, philosophy, oratory, government and
literature served indeed as a guide and
model for other people, For
centuries men from other countries have
been going to Greece in order to learn the
art of architecture. In literature there is
no better way to attain a high standard

~ of classics than to study what was written |

thousands of years ago.

In |

many |

THE YOUNG HINDU

In reading about the Greeks, however.
we must remember that theic civilizatios
was different from ours, They called all
people, other than themselves, barbarous:
and the rest of the world was in fact
much less civilized than they. But the
Greeks themselves had many ideas and
did many things which seem strange and
even childish to us, They believed that
the world was full of spirits, some good,
some evil, some of lesser powers and some
able to control the actions of men. So
the forces of Earth, Ocean, Sun and Moon
became for them powerful Gods to whom
they offered prayer and sacrifice. '

The religion of all primitive re iple
abound in stories about these mysterious
gods of the unknown world, But the
' myths about the Greek Gods and the

legends about their heroes are more
. imaginative and better told and therefore
more interesting than those of any other
people. These myths and stories have also
a moral for those of us of this later day
who are much advanced in the study of
science. The Greeks were always seeking
to penefrate and understand what was
- unknown. So'their ships sailed bravely
on untracked seas; their philosophers
reasoned about the beginning and end of
things, They loved stories of heroism of
something living in a world of barbariase,
Conscious that their knowledge was only
‘ a small mite of. what might be learnt,

these Greecks were fired by the desire to
I learn to discover and advance.

Perhaps the noblest virtue of civiliza-
tion is the desire for perfection. Whate-
ver we are, we must improve. The
‘ Greeks were the first nation to feel this
| desire intensely and to follow it bravely.

These are sufficient proofs to show
| that civilization first originated in Greece.
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All contributions to 'The Young Hindu'
should reach the Editor at least one week
before the date of publication, i. e., before

DG Gl |

neon on the Wednesday of the week pre- |

wvious to the Wednesday of publication,

The Editor reseives the right to accept,

modify or reject any article submitted

for publication.

| one day compel an dbat’)llllOIy

| that any sale man

pered

By AssT. EDITOR.

Although murder is a grim crime, it
seems to have a peculiar fascination for
the general public. No' Court room is
ever so crowded as when a murder trial
is on, while in many countties many news-
papers have very large circulations because
they cater this particular and peculiar
fancy of the public.

Many a man is often forced to ask ano-
ther how to tell a murderer, How to
find cut that the raging fire which will
cane an:l
moral person stoop to this crime of dep-
riving @ person of that which no power on
earth can replace—life—is slowly but sure-
ly burning towards the dreaded task,

Persons who have studied many diffe-
rent types of heads and faces of many
criminals who have been convicted of
of wmurder, have come to the definite con- -
clusion that one cannot tell a would-be-
murderer from one who will never commit
a murder,

There is a born, low type of criminal
with a short neck, a broad face and a
crooked nose, who naturally seems to be
wickedly. inclined from his very birth.
This is no guarantee that he will d cidedly
stoop to murder, and most of my readers
who take a keen interest in murders and.
murdercrs, will at -once agree with me
thata very large number cf murderers
whose photographs appear in the Press
are pretty good specimens of humanity,
most of them even handsome  with no
abnormality whatscever apparent in the
{11"6 or any other sign displaying brutality,

ger or an enlire lack of s 111p.11h_*,

It is, therefore, much safer to assume
of normal habits is
likely to commit murder, and occasions
have been known where even sweet tem-
men of very muld nature have
stooped ta this ghastly crime, For this
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reason alone it is most difficult to know |
and tell a murderer from a non-murderer,

Why people commit murder s a 1most
interesting point. Just as the absolute
cessation of faith, hope and courage leads
a man to comnit murder fits'of temper,
cruelty in nature, an uncontestable anger,
are also  incentives. Fear  and
apprehension may often lead an other-
wise timid man to commit murder.

A case of this sort took place in India
where a well-balanced young clerk on the |
Railway came home from an outstation |
and was served with food by his young |
wife. Perhaps his “acute hunger and the
delay in getting. something to eat roused
his temper, QOver a slight altercation
with his wife he let fly a heavy brass glass
which hit his wife on the forehead and she
fell unconscious. The falling of the young
girl in an apparent death faint frightenad
the young man so muuch that, instead of
calling fer the doctor, he made matters
worse by setting about bury his ‘‘dead” |
wife, who was in fact only unconzcious, |
The dispesal of the remains 13 a task
which the murderers find even more dis-
turbing than ecommiitting the murder
itself. Finding that to hide the whole body
was imposible in a very small countryard,
our young men severed the neck, the
hands and the feet from the trunk and
thus completed a ghastly murder, which
began as an ucimportant case of causing
hurt. The murder was unintentional
actually and developed from a small
innocent act of not much seriousness,
The part played by fear and apprehension
is quite obvious,

In the above case it can very well be
assumed thit, had conditions been normal
smoother and easier and the environinent
not so heavily laden with tense moments,
this young man would be today as inno-
‘cent as any of us,

The reaction of fear is most peculiar;
it becomes an obsession with a man, and
finally ends itself by giving place o
courage, anger, and action.

| foundatien
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It will be seen that two helpless forces,
apparently powerless forces, fear and des-
peration, or absclute hopelessness can
affect a man to such an extent that he
commi's suicide, just because he is unable
to go on fighting any more; and the same
forces can create and develop so much
power in° a man that he becomes a
murderer and kills.

Character-Building
3y T. S.'S.; Matric 4

The very subject ought to suggest
character is a great force by itself. It
may be considered as an institution also.
Hence there arises the inevitable need for
a firm foundation.. “We are our own
architects of our characters”  Even as
a strong building which is to serve as
a monument for posterity requiresa firm
feundation, character-building too requires
one, Whom should you invite to lay the
stone?  His Excellency or
His Lordship or His Majesty ? None
but your father and mother! As a child
your actions are mostly guided by ins-
tincts and the rest by your parents’ ad-
vice and example,

Admittedly the greater part of the
moulding process of your character is
done at school and by your teachers.
You may not believe me but take it from
me that this is true, I can enumerate
examples but I refrain from doing so for
want of space. Several men say that they
owe all their weaknesses to their school
masters alone, If, for instance, a boy who
has an atural liking to Science is persuaded
to choose the Arts course he fails to be-
come a great mean, Why? The reason is
the frustration of his ambition, He can-
not do things as others like, - It is because
of this that teachers sake special care to
encoutage boys to apply themselves to
the study of subjects which they choose.

If you have read the life of Pope Pius
the Twelfth, you have probably observed
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that his religious character was due |

mainly to his mother. She wished and
designed him to be a Pope and her wish
was realised. Most specially the charac-
ter of petted children are determined by
the teacher and teacher alone. It is he
who ean inculcate in him a sense of dis-
cipline both mental and moral, a high
sense of daty and reverence,

But as you grow older ycu can read the
biographies of great men and accordingly
follow their examples. Take, for instance,
Mahatma Gandhi, Swami Vivekananda,
or Harichandra, I am sure every life
will teach you at least cne aspect of the
good ways of life—as truth, berevolence,
charity and purity.

According to Emerson - ‘character is a
reserved force which acts directly by pre-
sence, and without means! It isan in-
genicus mixture of all the good virtues
of man.

Further it is not an absolute quantity |

or quality. You cannot exactly say
“your magnitude of character is 40° C or
540 calories, You may only speak about
it as a relative term as “so and so pos-
sesses a betler and more agreeable charac-
ter than Mr. X.” and so on

(To be continued)
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THE YOUNG HINDU

THE CULTURED MIND

The most distinctive mark of a cultured

| mind is the ability to take another’s point

of view:

To be willing to test a new idea; to be
able to live on the elge of difference in
all matters intellectual; to examine with-
out heat the burning questions of the day;
to have imaginate sympathy, openress
and flexibility of mind, steadiness and
poise of feeling, cool calmness of judg-
ment, 15 to have culture,

A, H. R. FaircHILD
in the Psychologist.

CHAMBERLAIN AND HITLER

Have you heard the opisode narrated
by PETERBOROUGH in the Daily Teje-
graph?

An American yesterday asked ine ‘the
difference between Mr, Chamberlain and
Herr Hitler. He explained it in a nutshell.

“Chamberlain” he said, “takes his week-
ends in the country. Hitler takes his

| countries in the week-end.

FELLOW LODGERS

Mrs, Jehn: 1Ts everything shut up fer
the night?”

Mr. John: “All but you, darling”

HER MOTHER

“See that girl; she locks
just a man! Why cn earth
do her parents let her dress
like that?"”

“Oh but...She is my daugh-

L

ter
“Oh sorry, 1'dno idea yo
were her father” :

“But I am n> I am her
mother”

1st Goifer:

2nd Golfer:
1st Golfer:

2nd Golfer:

Satva Praxkasa Press, Jarrna.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



s
4
Digitized by Noolaham Foundaﬁon.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org
- —— e . = i T




Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

R —— NEW




	1 (105).bmp
	1 (106).bmp
	1 (107).bmp
	1 (108).bmp
	1 (109).bmp
	1 (110).bmp
	1 (111).bmp
	1 (112).bmp
	1 (113).bmp
	1 (114).bmp
	1 (115).bmp
	1 (116).bmp
	1 (117).bmp
	1 (118).bmp
	1 (119).bmp
	1 (120).bmp
	1 (121).bmp
	1 (122).bmp
	1 (123).bmp
	1 (124).bmp

