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PUTTUR TIDAL WELL

Puttur has a wonderful well called “Nilavarai” the
Tidal Well. The mystery that surrounds this well stands
unsolved to this day. As legend would have it, it was made
by Sri Rama’s arrow to provide drinking water for his army,
which was said to have marched this way in pre-historic
times. Many are the versions regarding the origin of this well
at Puttur. But the only authoritative reference to this is found
in a book called “Thachana Kailasa Manium.” The well had
won the attention and admiration of several eminentmen and
scholars of Sri Lanka and of some foreign countries.

Our Goverment carried out a very extensive
experiment with this well with a view to inaugurating an
irrigation scheme. Now a minor irrigation scheme is at work
here.

It was generally belived thar the well is bottomless
but actually it is not so. In the year 1896 attempts were
made to measure its depth and its actual depth was found.
According to the sanskrit book referred to above a Hindu
Temple existed at this spot. Adjoining the temple was a cave
in which religious ascetics were supposed to have carried on
their Yoga practices. One day, quite suddenly a water fountain
was supposed to have sprouted forth from this fountain and
the crevice submerged. From that day the place became holy
to the Hindus.

During the period of Dutch rule inaCeylon, it appears
that several experiments were conducted by them to solve
the mystery of this well. The results of their experiments are
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not found in any available documents. In a note left behind
by Sir Jamies Emerson Tennent, it is said, that when he
approcached this well on horse back, he was able to make out
from the sound of the hoofs of the horse that he was riding
over a hollow ground. Notwithstanding the fact that several
experiments were carried out on this well, it was in the year
1895 that serious experimental work was done on this well
by the irrigation department. At that time the water of this
well was pumped out for ten days consecutively the pump
working ten hours every day at a stretch but no appreciable
change in the volume of water in the well was observed.

After this experiment, a report was submitted to
the govrenment by the then provincial Engineer Mr. H. F.
Thomarian in which he said that the experiment could not
be carried out any further, as the engine became heated and
owing to other causes that were beyond their control. Under
such circumstances, the experiments were abandoned. It is
said in the report under reference, that 388000 gallons of
water were pumped out daily and after five days of such
pumping operation, the well still maintained its usal water
level, when the pumping out was not done during the
nights. The inference was that the water level below 2 1/2
inches was almost stationery. Again the depth of the well
was investigated in the year 1896 and it was found that the
Nothern side of the well was 145 feet deep, the Eastern side
136 feet deep, the Sothern side 120 feet deep and the western
side 121 feet deep and up to a depth of 80feet the water was
fresh. The well was 130 feet deep in the middle part, below
130 feet the water was salty according to the report.
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This well is a crevice 50 square feet in area and
the level at which the water is good is 130 feet below the
surface, which level was the basis for the construction of
the present irrigation scheme from this well was carried on
from time to time by the general public. As a result, two
powerful engines were installed in 1946 and 4000 gallons
of water (per minute) were pumped out daily from the well.
The result of this experiment was that the water level kept
stationery and the rising up of the salt water below helped
to keep up the water level in the nights in spite of the heavy
pumping during the day.

Anyway one good result came out of the experiments
conducted in 1946 that is 200 acres of land could be irrigated
from this well without any danger of salt water being pumped
out and accordingly a 200 acre irrigation scheme was started.
The farmers agreed to pay at the rate of Rs. 43-00 per acre
as Irrigation tax. It was estimated that Rs. 43-00 was a very
negligible amount when compared to the money spent in
employing man power for the purpose of irrigating the land.
In addition to this much time is also saved.

There is yet time to judge the benefits of the irrigation
schemes of Nilavarai, which is now in operation. It is hoped
that similar schemes will be started in other such tidal
inexaustible wells found in many other parts of Jaffna and
increasing impetus given to agriculture in the Peninsula.

Taken from: .
Puttur Sri Somaskanda College
“Silver Jubilee Malar” 1956
- Thanks
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