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Shivasri K.Shanmuganatha Gurukkal
A Different Perspective

By: Sri D.Guruswamy Iyer

Allthose who knew Shivasri K. Shanmuganatha Gurukkal had known
him as a good mannered, well educated, outspoken and unostentatious
person. But there were certain facets of his life which were known
only to a few people, chief among them being myself. The factthat he
and | were inseparable companions during the early part of our life
made me privy to many things about him which were hardly known to
others.

A little known fact about him was that he was an ardent appreciator
of Carnatic music. He and | attended to all musical entertainments
that took place within cycling distance from our home and it was during
such times | was able to gauge the depth of his passion for Carnatic
music. We rarely missed any of the nathaswaram recitals,
Kathaprasangams and vocal recitals that took piz~e in Jaffna during
our youth especially those that were rendered by eminent maestros
from Squth India who visited Jaffna during the (Nineteen) Forties and
Fifties. Such programmes include~ those of M.S. Subbulakshmi, M.L.
Vasanthakumari, Musiri Subrahiiiania lyer, T.N. Rajaratnam Pillai,
Subramaniam Pillai, and Kathaprasangams of Variyar Swamigal.
However, like Bhima in the Maha Bharatha who never divuiged his
unstinted devotion to Krishna, he never revealed his predilection to
others during his life time.

Another little known fact about him was his inborn talent for artistic
drawing. During his boyhood he engaged himself in drawing portraits
of persons around him which bore striking resemblance to the subjects
chosen. But, unlike today, - the facilities for developing such talents
were not available in rural areas at that time which prevented him from
becoming a recognized artist.

However, this talent served him in good stead later in his life when
he was acclaimed as an outstanding Decorator of Lord Murugan's
image during festival times at the famous Nallur Kandaswamy Temple
where he served as a High Priest for nearly fifty years.
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He had a weakness of not being able to condone injustice whether
it was perpetrated on him or on others. He was never known to be or
accused of being cunning, shrewd or vile. He was forthright in his
opinions and never spoke with a double tongue. Such behaviour, though
ethically exemplary, earned the ire of many who worked with him.

His honesty and integrity were spotless to a fault that the
Management of tne temple entrusted him with duties that called for
absolute trust and integrity. One of such tasks was to be in charge of
the temple jewellery during festival times. These are some of the facets
in the life of Shivasri. K. Shanmuganatha Gurukkal who has departed
from us to a higher plane. .

* The author is a Retired Senior Administrative Secretary (Dept. of Posts)
and the brother-in-law of late Sri K. Shanmuganatha Gurukal.
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