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Fhe monthly publication, ' Path to Davma’ publisted by Hshethra Vinayaka Temple, Svi Munneswaram, Chitaw,
Sui Lanka, is presenting the 50% issue this month. Fhe fundamental theme of this magazine is tacamwmetliecam:epto'
welated to Finduism and its ceremenial rituals customs and dhavna, to the anxious readers.

Fhe clanifications and scruting from the readers are appreciated.
B.S.Savma, '
Hotethra Vinayakia Temple,
St Munneswaram, Chilaw, Svi Lanfa.Febuarny, 2012

$Suggestions from the readersg
Dear B.S.Sarma, ‘
Author, Path to Dharma’
we are very much appreciative to receive the monthly magazine Path to Dharma’ and at the same time
happy in the manner where the concepts of thesubject areas are presented. Thank you very much for ‘
giving a brief accounts on the’ significance of navagraha in astronomy and in astrology in relation to

Hinduism'which carries a Lot of informations.

May almighty bless you. ‘
K.Mohaw Lal, Malaysia. 13% January, 2012
Dear Mr.7B.S.Sarma, ‘
‘Path to Bharma’

I am receiveing the monthly magaszine ‘Path to Dharma regularly. Thanks very much.d sent pou a lut‘

guaries regarding Hindu religious practices and Bindu vitualistic uncertinities expecting a correct answer

for those inquests. .
With kind regards,

735 . Patel, United Ringdom 16% January 2012
Path to Dharma -50- giw 6wl - Sri Sankar Publications — February 2011 geufl (eng/1ondl )



1. Can you get very brief account on Garuda refered in Hinduism and in other religiond?
The Garuda is a huge mythical bird-like being with features as that of an eagle refered Hindu and Buddhist
legends.
In Hinduism Garuda is the mount (vahanam) of the Lord Vishnu. Garuda is illustrated as possessing a
golden-yellow coloured body of a strong man with a white face, red wings, and a beak as that of an eagle
together with a crown on his head is said to be immense, enough to block out the sun.
The Vedas offer the initial reference of Garuda, by the designation of Syena, where this mighty bird is said
to have brought nectar to earth from heaven.
In Hinduism the importance of Garuda is such that He is appraised by the fact that an independent unique
Upamshad called the ‘Garudopamshad’ and a separate Purana, the ‘Garuda Purana’, is devoted to him.

ruda, Vahana of Vishnu Balinese Garuda, Jakarta Thai Buddhist Garuda vm Bangkok Garuda,Thalland Garua vahana

In the Bhagavad-Gita (Ch.10, Verse 30), in the middle of the battlefield Kurukshetra, Lord Krishna
clarifying his omnipresence, says that, “ as son of Vinata, I am in the form of Garuda, the king of the bird
community (Garuda)” specifying the importance of Garuda.

In Hindu Mythologies it is shown that Garuda helps Lord Krishna, to kill the demon Narakasura, in
Krishna Avatar where Krishna and Satyabhama ride on Garuda.On another circumstance, Lord Hari rides
on Garuda to save the devotee Elephant Gajendra.

According to the great epic Mahabharatha, when Garuda first burst forth from his egg, he appeared as a
raging inferno equal to the cosmic conflagration that consumes the world at the end of every age.
Frightened, the gods begged him for mercy. Garuda, hearing their plea, reduced himself in size and
energy.

One of the faces of Sri Paficamukha Hanuman is Mahavira Garuda. This face points towards the west..
The Garuda seen in Indian Hindu perception reflects the Hindu name for the constellation Aquila and the
Brahminy Kkite.

The Garuda seen in Thailand mythologies are presented a traditional anthropomorphic mythical form, and
that revealed in Indonesian myths are in heraldic elegance with characters similar to the real Javan Hawk-
eagle.

In the famous Purna Bhakti Pertiwi Museum at Jakarta a Balinese wooden statue of Vishnu riding
Garuda,is an important exhibit to note.The statues seen at Wat Phra Kaeo temple, Bangkok is Krut
battling naga serpent, a Thai Buddhist adaptation of Garuda.

In Buddhist mythology, the Garudas are enormous predatory birds with intelligence and social
organization. Garuda is also known as suparna meaning “well-winged”( having good wings). Garudas are
shown to have features combine the characteristics of animals and divine beings, and may be considered
to be among the lowest devas.

Accoeding to Mahasamyatta Sutta, the Buddha is shown making temporary peace between the Garudas
and the Nagas.



The Thai version of Krut (Garuda) shows Garuda as the vahana (vehicle) of Lord Vishnu as revealed in
Indian Hindu legends. It is also presented that Garuda overcame many heavenly beings in order to gai
the ambrosia (amrita) elixir essence.

In Burmese, Garudas are called galone. In Burmese astrology, the vehicle of the Sunday planet is the,
galone (Garudas) In Kapampangan the indigenous term for eagle is ‘galura’. ‘
In Japan the Garuda is termed  karura’ .In Mongolia the Garuda is designated as Khan (Khangarid ). In
China Garuda is termed Great Peng, the Golden-Winged Illumination King '

2. What is the significance of lord Vinayaka exceptionally shown with two hands in some
temples? ‘

According to the Ganesha Purana, Lord Ganesha had four expressions. The unique appearance of Lord is
known as Sri Dhoomraketu form of Vinayaka where He is said to have been born in Kali Yuga perio'
of evolution with only two hands.
Gajanana form of Vinayaka where He is said to have been born in Dwapara Yuga period of evolution
with four hands.
Mayuresh form of Vinayaka where He is said to have been born in 7reta Yuga period of evolution, with
six hands.
Mahotkata form of Vinayaka where He is said to have been born in Krita Yuga period of evolution, wit]‘
ten hands.
The Mudgala Purana, cites thirty-two appearances of Ganesha forms out of these famous 32 forms o‘i
Vinayaka appearances Urdhva (or udva) ganesh is shown to possess six hands, Durga ganesh is shown t
possess Eight hands, Taruna ganesh is shown to possess six hands,Vighna ganesh is shown to possess
twelve hands,Heramba ganesh is shown to possess eight hands . Ganesha Purana, Mudgala Purana an'
Ganapati Atharvashirsa endorses this fact.

¢

9" B.C Prambanan, Java 5™ B.C.Ganesha Afghanistan. Pillayarpatti Ganesha Ganesa,Campodia Ganesa,Campodia

3. What are significance functions of each faces of Lord Muruga and give sketches of the 16 forms?'
The significance and the sacred functions of Murugan as having six faces are described as thus :
Murugan is depicted as having six faces and twelve arms. :
One face sheds rays of Light and removes the dense darkness shrouding the world; '
One face with gracious look lovingly showers boons on his devotees who praise Him with Love and Joy;
One face watches over the sacrifices of the Brahmans who perform them without deviating from the strict Vedic traditions;
One face like full moon, which brightens all the quarters of the world, lights the sages' minds to enable them to search for '
hidden Truth;
One face with raging heart performs battle-sacrifice-destroy His enemies and
One face smiles lovingly on His young consort, the pretty daughter of the hunting tribe
Kumara Tantra and other scripts describe about the different forms of Lord Subramaniya (Karthikeya).
Thanikai purana written in the 18™ centuary by Thiru Kachchiyapa Muni in Tamil describes sixteen
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different forms of Lord Subramaniya (Karthikeya).These sixteen forms of Lord Muruga mentioned in
Thanikai purana is seen as scalptures in a single piller at Sri Sankaramum near Rameswaram

1.  SenapathiSwami  -Gewennglug) sveunis],

2. SkandaSwami -6V&Hg sveuns],

3. GajavahanaSwami  -&ggeungeu eveumis],

4. SubramaniyaSwami -&UiLfipwessiiw eveuns],

5. KarthikeyaSwami  -&nig&Gsw sveunu],

6. SarawanabavaSwami -&reussiLiey eveunisl,

7.  ShanmugaSwami  -Q$ERI(PS eveunisl,

8. KumaraSwami &Ly sveumd],

9.  SananiSwami -Gevmnerdl sveuns],

10. TharagariSwami -gnyanil sveuns),

11. ValikalyanasundaraSwami-eusitefl &eownesst &b sveunisl,
12. bramasasthruSwami  -LAlgbLo&neng @ sveums],

13. KrwchaBedanaSwami -#l@nenghe GUGew sveumsl,
14. BalaSwami -unev sveunisl,

15. SakthidaraSwami -&&J\sn eveuns],

16. SikivahanaSwami  -&lleungeut reunisl

SenapathiSwami SkandaSwami GajavahanaSwami SubramaniyaSwami KarthikeyaSwami SarawanabavaSwami ShanmugaSwami KumaraSwami

SananiSwami TharagariSwami  ValikalyanasundaraSwami BramasasthruSwami KrwchaBedanaSwami SakthidaraSwamii BalaSwami SikivahanaSwami

4. Though 108 forms of dances of Lord Siva is prescribed in scripts only,” Anandha Thandava’ pose is
seen in most of the temples.Can you illustrate by simple images the other forms of dances of Siva
shown in temples?

There are one hundred and eight posess of dance of Siva is described in texts. The North & South gopurams
of Chidambaram Nataraja temple are 160 feet high. The 108 dance postures detailed in the Natya Sastra are
sculpted in these towers.In Madurai contrasting in other temples, Lord Natarajar stands on His left leg with
the right foot raised.
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Can you please get me Lalitha thrisathy namavali in grantha character as I am finding it difficult in

reading in Sanskrit or in Tamil font characters?
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