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Editorial

‘Path to Darma’ the monthly magazine, published by KshethraVinayaka Temple, Sri Munneswaram, Chilaw, Sri Lanka, is presenting the
76lh issue this month. The foremost intention of this magazine is to converse the perceptions linked to Hinduism and its ceremonial
rituals, customs and dharma, to the anxious readers. The elucidation and investigation from the readers are appreciated.
B.SivaramakrishnaSarma,

KshethraVinayaka Temple, Sri Munneswaram, Chilaw, Sri Lanka,April, 2014

Opinion

Dear Sarma,

Thank you for the March, 2014 issue of (Path to Dharma) Dharma -neri. You
have given valuable information about Saturn, Lord Vinayaka, Lord Vishnu and Lord Brahmma,
besides giving a gist of the various Darsanas.

With kind regards,
V.A.Seshadri, Govindan Nagar, Palavakkam, Chennai-90 19t March, 2014

Dear Mr.B.S.Sarma,

We received the March, 2014 the 75" issue of Path to Dharma monthly magazine. I and my
friends are very much thankful to for providing valuable information about the astrological
aspects of planet Saturn, Lord Vinayaka, Lord Vishnu and Lord Brahmma, and the various
Darsanas. It will be useful if you can present all the subject matters in English language as we
find it difficult to read through and understand the matter given in Tamil language with the help
from friends who knows that language.

G.M.Anish, New Delhi. 25" March 2014

Dear B.S.Sarma,

We are receiving the Path to Dharma monthly magazine. every month. Thanks a lot.. I and my
associates are grateful for the constructive explanations and information about the astrological
features about the planet Saturn, Lord Vinayaka, Lord Vishnu and Lord Brahmma, and

the different Darsanas in Hindu dharma.

N.S.Ashok, Sydney, Australia 27" March 2014
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Rahu and Kethu in Astrology

By S.P. Kulasingam, Melbourne, Australia

In Hindu mythology, at the celestial ceremony of the Churning of the Milk Ocean when the Devas and
the Asuras were involved in spinning out the various from the Kshirasagar, many items including nectar
“Amirta”, the water of immortality emerged. In order to delude the Asuras with the transient material
temptations, Lord Vishnu assuming the form of an enchantress, began distributing the nectar , hoping that
the Demons would be captivated by the form and miss the nectar. One of them was interested in the real
thing for he knew its true worth and he managed to partake of it. On this discovery, the gods became
annoyed and wanted to destroy him. Having noticed this the Sun and the Moon denounced him to Vishnu,
who with his destructive disc cut the demon into two, later to be known as Rahu and Kethu, one having
the trunk of the body and the other, the head of the original demon.Rahu mythologically is Daitya —Giant,
a Demi-God, the lower part of whose body ended in a Dragon’s or Serpant tail. As he drank the immortal
nectar “Amrita” they two became immortal. Vishnu, placed them in the stellar spheres, the upper portion
of his body representing the Dragon’s head and the lower( Kethu), the ‘Dragon’s tail, the two being the
ascending and descending nodes. Since then Rahu and Kethu wrecks their vengeance on the Sun and the
Moon by occasionally swallowing them.

The puranic legend linking Rahu with the upper part of the body suggests all organs of knowledge and
vital organs of action to be in his possession. He is looking down on the Earth in search of the lower part
of his body. Thus his interest on Earth is again proved. Mantreswara , in the Phaladeepika says that the
first six houses represent the right side limbs of Kalapurusha while the last six houses suggest his left side
limbs. As our earthly activities are mainly concerned with the right side organs of the body , we may infer
that the first six signs of the zodiac are earthly signs while the last six signs are spiritual. Rahu is
interested in earthly life through the satisfaction of his senses. In the sixteen fold classification of Rasi
(sign) Maharishi Parasara has indicated that Hora suggests sampath or wealthy prosperity or satisfaction.
As Hora is calculated on the basis of luminaries only, we are justified in considering Rahu as the mighty
controller of the luminaries, aiming at maximum earthly satisfaction through the senses. Friends of Rahu
are Mercury, Venus and Saturn and as such his association with Gemini, Taurus, Libra, Capricorn and
Aquarius is of special significance. Rahu is tamasic and full of desire for earthly enjoyments and is
represented as Chandala or the untouchable

These two planets have not been given ownership of any signs of the zodiacal-belt not even by ancient
Rishis with their immense foresight and wisdom and it still remains unsolved riddle. Opinions are varied.
Like the Luminaries, the Sun and the Moon, which are even devoid of the lordship of the 8™ house
(malefaction only) these imaginary planets in the zodiacal arc have no specific-blemish pertaining to a
particular house , wherever they are placed, that house is either fortified or blemished according to the
natural strength of the chart. Characteristically the house they occupy is blemished excepting the sextiles
(Upachaya) houses, But the dispositions of the nakshatras and the aspect of other planets assume

significance..

Our Rishis have placed great importance to these nodes which is always in retrogression, and which take
approximately eighteen years and odd for completion of one revolution around the zodiac. They keep a
sharp opposition or a distance of 180 degrees activating a musical rhythm on earth by their vibrations.
Though no zodiacal ownership is assigned to them, they are favourably from Aries to Virgo, especially
Rahu. Since Rahu and Kethu are kept at a Magnetic distance of 180 degrees, Rahu cannot act
independently and vice versa and the operational activities of these planes are joint venture — Rahu backs
Kethu and Kethu backs Rahu. Rahu assumes valuable significance compared to Kethu but these two
planets altogether share twenty five years of the total of the Vimshottari Dasa system. In so far as the
Universal Zodiac is concerned the 1st and the 8" are personal houses and in whichever sign they are
posited one of the nodes will be within one of the houses probably and possibly representing personality,
viz.,from the ascendant (symbolic individuality) to the 8™ house.



Rahu is said to be the significator of maternal relations and Kethu of paternal relations. They are linked
with one’s heredity, family, Karma and destiny. Like the Sun, the Moon and ascendant signs, they
continually repeat themselves in births of descendants. Rahu transiting over the ascendant grips one like a
vise and affects the health, but in the 10™ and 11" houses  increases the ambition and enhances the
chances of success. Rahu and (Kethu) are perhaps the most mysterious, and difficult to understand of all
the planets, as they are the key to “accumulated family actions”. Rahu in his dasa has the power of
sending the native to overseas. Rahu’s inherent quality is to send out a native to foreign countries
irrespective of house occupied by it. Rahu becomes a maraka (death inflicting planet) if in the 2 or 7"
house and in conjunction or aspected by the planet owning the 2™ or 7. In timing the event of marriage,
the transits of Rahu and Jupiter are very useful. When they jointly get associated with the 2™, or the 7", or
the 8" or their lords (of course, the sub-period warranting it), the native marriage alliance gets decided.
The crossing of a natural malefic — the Sun, Mars, Ketu or Saturn over the natal position of Rahu is
harmful for the significance of the Bhava occupied by him.

When Rahu transits over the natal position of a natural malefic, he is sure to disturb the native in the
matters of the Bhava occupied by the malefic planet. But his crossing over a natural benefic, except the
Moon has been observed to be useful for the growth of the Bhava the natural benefic planet is owning or
occupying, provided the Bhava is other than the 6", the 8" or the 12". Rahu does not like native
surroundings. He gets happy when he is in a foreign place. Therefore, the native has great chance of going
abroad when Rahu is associated with the Bhava/s or its/their lords/s ruling foreign visits — the 7", the 8",
the 9" and the 12",

If Rahu is in a fixed sign (Idapam, Simmam, Vrichchikam , Kumbam) or a moveable sign (Medam,
Katakam,Thulam, Makaram) and associated with a planet owning a kendra or trikona, good fortune will
be experienced during the Dasa of one of the two occupying an auspicious house. If Rahu is in a dual sign
(Gemini, Kanni, Dhanus, Meenam) whose lord is conjoined therewith, ruling a kendra or trikona and also
conjoined with the lord of another kendra or trikona, the native comes into power, wealth, etc., during the
Rahu Dasa. If Rahu is conjoined with, aspected by, or between the benefics Jupiter, Venus. Mercury, or if
one or more benefics and the Yogakaraka is on either side of Rahu, good results may be expected during
the Rahu Dasa.

There is much controversy on the exalation, debilitation, and the signs they own. Various astrological
works are contradictory, majority  gives Rahu’s exaltation sign as Gemini and have assigned the
ownership to Virgo and Kethu the opposite of these signs. Tamil Vakiya and Thirukanitha panchangas
gives Vrichchikam and Idapam as the exaltation and debilitation houses of both Rahu and Kethu

Rahu influences the Bhava occupied by him greatly.The only condition is that Rahu should be placed
near its midpoint, more it is away lesser the effect. His Bhava dispositor, the planets influencing him ,
and the lord of the Nakshatra occupied by him may also be considered in analysing and measuring his
effect in the Bhava. Rahu begins to behave beneficially if the associated planets are unalloyed benefics .
But natural malefics turns him adverse.

When the Sun is affected by Rahu, the native is likely to suffer in respect of his father, heart, government
service, honour He is likely to be haughty, egotistic, and mean minded. The major and sub-period of the
Sun hardly benefit the native. When the Moon is affected by Rahu the native suffer from emotional
storms , mental imbalance and hallucinations. He gets worried about his mother and her matters.The
potential of the Bhava occupied by the moon is not fully utilised by him.“Shakti Yoga” is stated to exist
in the horoscope when Rahu is placed (longitudinally) behind the Moon. This simply means the Rahu
energies the Moon (when so placed) and the native is blessed with great mental energy. When Rahu
happens to influence Mars, the planet of energy and drive, either by association or aspect, the latter
destructive attributes are boosted. The major period Rahu follows soon after the Mars major period, the
joint periods of the two are surely to trouble the native. The troubles and worries may come from landed
properties and litigations. When Rahu is associated with Venus, the planet of luxury and comfort the
native generally leads a comfortable life whether he begs borrows or steals. The ways by which the
various luxuries will come to him may be socially unacceptable. Rahu’s job is to offer material prosperity
when he casts his influence on Venus, the planet of enjoyment. Rahu association with Mercury is also
deemed not good, His educational pursuits don’t bring the desired results. Honesty leaves him. He likes
fraud. Mercury becomes an easy prey for Rahu when Mercury is alone with Rahu and doesn’t receive the
aspect of Jupiter. The results may vary according to the Bhavas Mercury own.
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The association of Rahu with Jupiter takes away the divine qualities of Jupiter and drives the native to
commit deeds abhorrent to society. This association goes as Guru-Chandala Yoga. When this association
takes place in houses owned by Jupiter which are also Rahu’s friend Houses the results will not be
unfavorable. Rahu association with Saturn always brings miserable results Saturn affliction by Rahu jolts
the whole horoscope and is indeed a matter of great concern. If Rahu is placed in the 2™ Bhava from
Saturn the native will have to start his career with difficulties and his status (official or otherwise) will be
low.

Kalasarpa Yoga is said to be present when all the seven planets are hemmed between Rahu and Kethu,
provided all the planets faces Rahu only, Rahu moves anti-clockwise in a chart. The effects of this yoga
has been discussed at length at various times, however, no definite conclusions have been reached. There
are people who have been successful in their lives and have reached the top most positions whose
horoscope present Kalasarpa Yoga, one of them is the first Independent India Prime Minister Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru. But his horoscope had all the seven planets locked between Kethu and Rahu. In the
case of the chart concerning King Geoge VI, with the exception of planet Jupiter all other six planets
were seen locked between Rahu and Kethu and he inherited an empire and saw it demise, leaving only
the England. This was a partial Kalasarpa Yoga which unexpectedly ~raised him to the throne on
the abdication of his brother King Edward VIII and also at the same time he saw the empire he got
dwindled. (charts references were taken from B.V. Raman “Notable Horoscopes™).

Rahu owns the Nakshatras Thiruvathirai, Swathi and Sathiyam, all of which fall in the signs Gemmini,
Libra and Aquarius own by Mercury, Venus and Saturn respectively. Aptly these three planets are the
friends of Rahu. One who is born in one of these Nakshatras and those born under Nakshatras
Mrigasiridam, Chittairai and Avittam ruled by Mars will definitely pass through the major period of Rahu
during the prime of their educational pursuits and Rahu disturbs them by motivating them to divert their
attention to bad intents. Those who are born under the 1* patham of Nakshatras Thiruvathirai, Swathi &
Sathayam are more likely to be affected than the other pathams. As regards to Mars own Nakshatras Rahu
Maha Dasa follow soon after Mars Dasa and they will have to pass through the full period of Rahu of
eighteen years. Rahu in the 4™ Bhava too irrespective of his Dasa period running disturbs education.

Rahu Major period appears to benefit those who are born in the Nakshatras of Aswini,Makam and
Moolam owned by Kethu and Bharani, Pooram and Pooradam owned by Venus as those who are born
under these nakshatras will get the Rahu Major period passing their 45 ™ year and Rahu favours the older
better than young.

The importance of Kethu appears to be shrouded in mystery and confusion.Kethu owns Nakshatras
Aswini, Makam & Moolam which are in the signs Medam, Simmam, and Dhanus respectivively ruled by
Mars, Sun and Jupiter. All these are fiery signs and Mars, Sun and Jupiter are his friends, There are
hardly any difference in the way both these planets behave. Kethu as of Rahu is strong in Upachaya
houses of 3,6,10 and 11 and also good in association with Kendra and trine lords. Kethu is spiritualist,
and when in conjunction with Jupiter or aspected by him, the native is likely to go on pilgrimage to visit
holy places if Kethu Maha Dasa is running.
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Dharbai. Dharbham - Holy Grass
An article by TRS Iyengar:

In all functions, auspicious or inauspicious, a performing person needs to wear a ring made of
this Dharbham. But many have lost the reason of why it is to be used in the first place.

What I learnt from my father is proved to be accurately correct by a Medicine
Practitioner. A Doctor named Sadhashiva Rao, once visited my home. When the topic turned to
many subjects, I needed to tell him about the Holy Grass named Dharbham.

When I told him about the usage and the values, he could not just believe my words. So, he took
out a bunch of the Dharbham from me, went straight to the clinic to take an x-ray of his palm,
by covering his hand with the harbham.

To his utter surprise, he found that the grass absorbed about 60% of the Radiation!

When the so powerful X-ray radiation can be absorbed by the Holy Grass, why can it not absorb
the ill radiations spread over the atmosphere? While chanting and reciting some Vedic phrases
and versus, one needs to wear a ring made of Dharbham on his right hand ring finger. A
Dharbham without its tip portion is not to be used for making a Ring like item known as
"Pavithram".

The count of leaves depends upon the function that is held viz.:
for some functions related to death
only Single leafed Dharbham is used;

for Auspicious and daily routine

a ring made of two leaves is used;

for inauspicious but not death related functions,
(i.e. Amavasya Tharppanam,Pithru Pooja etc)
a three leaf Dharbham ring is used.

And for the Temple Prayer and Pooja,
a Four-leaf Dharbham ring is used.
Also, when a fire ritual known as Agni Santana is performed, these Dharbham are spread all the

four sides of the Agni Kundam.

Also, during the Eclipse time, these Dharbham are used to cover all food items to protect them
from the harmful ultra violet radiation.

Whenever any function is held, firstly they perform a site-cleansing act known as “Sudhhi
Punyaahavachanam”. While reciting the select verses, they hold the Dharbham bunch in their
hand and placing the tip point of it over the vessel containing water. Thus the recited vibration
values are absorbed by water in the vessel through the Dharbham.

Dharbham has the highest value in conducting the phonetic vibrations through its tip. Later, they
sprinkle the Holy water at every nook and corner of the place, where the function is held. A
Dharbham without the tip is considered of less value.

My father, Late Shri Ramabathrachariar of Mukkurfondly called by everyone as Sriraman, has
given me the immense values of Dharbham and its usage. With Sanskrit phonetic sound and
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vibration, using the Dharbham increases its value.

The usage varies according to the functions.

It is really a marvel, that

in those days of Vedic Era,

the Sages & Saints of Hindu land used to control

the Magnetic path disturbances,

Jjust by simply using this Dharbham!

Apart from the above, Dharbham cannot be planted and grown everywhere.
It only grows naturally at selective places and available almost in every
state in India.

Some learned scholars name it after Saint Vishwaamitra -hence Dharbham is known and called
as Vishwaamitra. If it is kept for a longer time, say for more than six months,then it loses it value
and

the power of absorbing the radiation or magnetic path control values.
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Dharbham cannot just be plucked straight or cut on any day, There is a specific Slokha that is to
be recited before cutting it; That too it can be cut only on the day next to Full Moon - known as
Krishna Paksha Pradamai.

hara nama: pArvati pataye  hara hara mahAdeva
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GBTUID, &HMIDID, SHFTUTFRIGET, UBL B OCHengaud, GUTEIHSHMD DS WICUBBIL 6T Hewiowimen OleveTes
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Lewfldenmevid oieuGo  sifleur.
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SeoWd  LNFHTeIonesl  @bdH UGHBMeNE  OBTewgmB@GIOLY  DADIDHBILIBSMBSH. L0660l 6t
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siiusSmed (Sanctunu Sanctorrum).

2. alllomend - @& STLULSTHHH BLoed FnbLIWTE SiHLOCUD).

3. SITHSHWILLID - BFH SIIUSBHBHH IPSTUGHUTED DLDSHBLILIBAISEI.

4. HIDL O6WILLISSHIL 651 LIFHMIID HBPSleUT DIemLDsU).
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SEOWISHHT DIFH  (PSHBWIOTRT DML HHEUMB UGD. @) e Heverllsd LT FahHenwF
Colshg b, oFFEHOW  OHTLIHH DHe STeod  LweLGeuH  Cumev,  SLeOUISH60
S lssiul Been smeuenpuisd 2 flur wpenpuled emeg, &lflenuwser benL CuUbBBIed, GuITBBEL 2 e
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oNsdyenser STlssiul L s, Sl deneoseT s6m  Bleneoulellbba 2 Wihs, FThHSHWID
OQumbpisiten  OBUISHS MBWeflBsT 61603 2 _wWwif Henevemwl eluigieues. B CHUISIBGLeNST  BHL6ystilei
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SUOWRIBET, @bH  WwHdellen  epFTUTFRIGeT  SaljsTbenseleithba  WBBTE  alGHmev
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QHTLiemL gBUGSSS CsTsienelb eulfleuddbaleime.
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BT Gobs el GLMD. SBLTHI PEICITHAIMLEID HEILTS, GHoUTd, UPST QU SenBeIsnes
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QuTeleyn HBPHBS! GIHILMS 6ILILIG BIDLEUSH! 61601 LDHHET owImiSlWw Hevsoulsd SpeouImiseTen Glgule
FIHHSHUSH0 Gy gBULB el LH1s OBTeiam SPeEDLMLWTSTSH. Sievel diepid  GuTed
@HIBID  USISH LM LID  GHMBWTIDD USSHTHEHHEG UGS 2 wime SEibHs  CsTemB

SN 6TIHIG B G B6M.
U YeowGHemsd HIfonend GFuIgHed
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CUTmBBAWSTE UOWID DDEBILLNHHSD Bevd Semouwl CouewiBlo. peowid Siewiowl  Geuemrigul
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