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"We severely condemn the incident that killed two
of our seniorstaffand have decidedto reduce ouracti
ities.Given the escalating violence in the last. few
days we need to putting more of our staff at risk’,say’s
Rev. Fr C.G.Jeyakumar, Director of Caritas-Hudec.
Mr Shanmuganathan Kantha Pathmanathan (55),
°ro gramme Manager of the Children’s Programme,
and Chelvendra pradeepkumar (29), Community
Development Team Leader, both died in the clay-
more mine explosion on the A9road in Mirusuvil,, on
heir way back from Vadamarachchi East where they
had attended a meeting with the PDS. The driver of
he car was severely injured in the head, immediately
hospitalized in Jaffha and transferred to Colombo on
Wednesday. The third passanger was only slightly in-
jured and has been released from the hospital. The
[Catitas-Hudec vehicle was crossing an army pickup
|when the mine , attached to a bicycle on the side ofthe
road, was detonated. All victims were involved in the
organization’s post-tsunami rehabilitation efforts.
while Caritas-Hudec was informed th
was notdirect target of the attack it cannot acceptany
civilian loss and calls for all parties to respect their
commitment to safeguarding the lives of humanitar-
1an personnel and civilians in general.
Caritas-Hudec stresses that when its mobility is

wésefler i@sepssst o 6

Caritas-Hudec temp
and calls for Safety for all humanitarian
personnel operating in the North-East
Following the killing of two of its staff members
inaclaymore mine explosion on April 10th, Caritas- [
Hudecannounéesthe temporary closure of its offices. |
As asign of protest against the breach of one of'the ||
basic principles of international humanitarian law
and as a security measure, the organization has de-
cided to extend its mournin

g period in solidarity with
he families of the victims until wednesday the 19th
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