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3. Tdraw your attention to the issues discussed ut the meeting | had with Assistant Sccretary
“:‘::-:é: ‘__“-m‘:_? General (ASG) UN Peace Building Support (UN PBS) and his team on Friday, 10 July
2015 on the concept note (provided at the meeting) as well as your speech made at the 7 Considering the above, | wish 1 reiterate that i is important that UN Sri Lanka adopts
o8go: 8.5, Baesddos donor conference on comprehensive policy framework and formulation of the reseuiement contlict sensitive, lessans leamed approach based on UN Values and Good c»nvm-rm
e a®an - Cads Ce action plan held on 4 June 2015 (the full text of speech appeared in the Daily News of 6 Pm iples with NPC 1o establish futore cooperation 10 serve the needs and priocities of the
s e crice CV.Wigneswaran s o June 2015). which were formulated in & nom-inclusive manner cotinuing the practices post war commnites n Northen Prosnce, What happened at the closing stages of (0
esmlrno 21 LM 2448 ¥ and the of
Teone  J anmmn gn adopted by UN Caord v phirt T T (ha war part plaved by the UN ai that time s fresh inthe minds of our people.

Chief Minister - Northern Province
e

it }m armn
Fax

came into being 1n May

2009/at the end of a brutal war).

In response 1o the request made by Mr Feltman as a pount of contact for my foture interactions
with UN, T nform you | sm nominating Mr. Nimalan Karthikeyan He will work with me and also
with the Board of Ministers of NPC to establish process for effective engagement in the best
interests of our key stakeholders.

Son, wnten, o e ey b S SO
Lowasd Fiec

et

pre e

My No

3
NPICM/ResD1602015 f:. } 15082015
Date

Subinay Nandhy Esqr
UN Resident Coordinator and UNDP Representative

UN Headquarters,
Baudhaloks Mawatha,
Calombo 7

Dear Mr. Subinay Nandy.
T acknowledge with thanks your letier dated $* August 2015
Having considered the contents outlined therein | confirm the following for record-

1. As regards the appointment of Speeisl Advisor, | have stated in writing the discussions,
understanding and agreements we have had on the matter in my communications with you
on 15 May 2015, 23 June 2015 as well as the cxchanges in 2014 As such, there is no need
for me 1o respond any further.

2 With regard 10 your reference o bricfing TNA Representatives. as Chief Minister of
Northern Provinee (CM-NP), | have suated the nature and (ype of approach UN Resident
Coordinator's Office should have adopied in his interactions with CM-NP and Northern
MMWM)bmummMUNvd\n.wdmmmm-ﬂ

be adhered o by UN without i the

-

“

Despite the insistence and pressure by ASG-UN PSBU at the meeting at his office on 10
July 2015, 1 did not give my consent to the unilaterally preparcd concept note, without
consulting the Board of Ministers of NPC

As you are aware there were repeated requesis for participatory and consultative approach
with Northern Provincial Council (NPC) on UN Inter Agency Joint Needs Assessment
(INA) focused on humanitarian aspects since the presentation made by UN OCHA in
February 2014 at my office in Jaffna

NPC urged your office o advocate with the Government of Sri Lanka to enable equal
partnership of NPC in the JNA process 10 review the work done til February 2014 and to

make it refevant and meaningful for the post war context of Northern Province.

Further, | refer to the meeting | had with Mr J. Feltman. Deputy Seeretary General. UN
DPA on Monday, 13 July 2015, wherein I revisited the issues discussed with ASG UN
PBS and requested UN as a family (o adopt a conflict seasitive and 'do no harm’ based
approach with NPC. In addition. | have provided him with a few documents refating o
communications betwee our offices

Consequently, in my letter dated 27 July 2015 addressed to Mr Feltman.[ have outtined in
detail the issues discussed at above meetings and reasons for the rejection of the UN
Concept Note. 1 believe you would have been apprised on the foregoing via your official
channels

In addition, 1 stated that NPC will be in a position to work in pastnership with UN Sri
Lanks provided there is a principled and value' based approach adopted by UN in their
interactions with NPC.

I sefier to the UN Secretary General's Spokesperson's press statement dated 5 August 2015
where Ms. STEPHANE DUJARRIC had clearly stated thus and | quote
o “The same principle of inclusive, parncipatory and consultative processes will
MbUNWﬁ'dneMﬂa{mbkM“
wliatic he that meet standards.

o The UN believes that there showid be genuine and inclusive consuliations on a
mmmnwm»umnumw
 im the Sri Lankan context”.

1 look forward to mecting with you in the aficrmath of elections (o discuss above matier

Ydjurs sincerely
—
s STl
,,.—/
€ V Wignearan *
el Miniger

Northern Province

Copy - MrJ Eliasson. DSG UN
Mz J Feltman, DSG, UN DPA
M H Xu. ASG, UNDP Administrator & Director, Regional Buroau for Asia and Pacific
Mr. R Sampanthan, Leader, TNA
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United Nations

Office of the Resident Coordinator
Colombe, Sri Lanka
August 28, 2015

Dear Chief Minister Wigneswaran,

Thank you for your letter dated 15 August 2015. | am pleased to note your suggestion to discuss
matters of possible collaboration with the UN afier the parliamentary elections. | now look forward to
you indicating & date for the meeting.

In the meantime, 1 consider it important to set the record straight by reiterating the UN positon on &
number of your assertions as noted in your 15 August letter as well in previous communications to me
and other senior UN officials. lmwmfyf«umﬁnwlsﬂmsnhedhﬂulmmof
the proposed Special Advisor, Joint Needs rogr

Firstly, in relation to the proposed Special Advisor, ﬂ.:UNmmumuswmlomh-adeyw
that there was no donor willing to fund a standalone advisory position ﬁ)raprv-w.lmd

without following standard competitive process for recruitment. In addition, excessive mmgby
the proposed Special Advisor made it even more untenable for the UN to consider such an
appointment. We regret that the appointment of the proposed Special Advisor was seen as an
entitlement and discussiors to partner with the UN have been held hostage to a positive outcome on
this.

Secondly, in relation to the Joint Needs Assessment (JNA), your repeated references to the process
fail to take cognizance of a few key points. As noted in my letters to you on previous occasions, the
INA process started much before the election of the Northemn Provincial Council. In addition, on your
election as the Chief Minister, in one of our carly meetings, | shared with you the outcome of the
preliminary phase of analysis carried out as part of the JNA. As you know, the JNA process was
endorsed and approved by the Humanitarian Country Team, which is a body consisting of
representatives from national and international humanitarian NGOs, Red-Cross movement, bilateral
development partmers and the UN. !!uammmmbmdwwaIMthy which
is part of the standard si undertaken by the Humanitarian Country Team in close
collaboration with the host government, while transiting from humanitarian to Jonger term
development activities. The JNA, as you know, assesses the residual humanitarian priorities of
resettled population and the remaining [DPs from across ten districts in four provinces of the country,
including the North.

Your noting that “.. You urged my offce 1o advocate with the Gavernment of Svi Lanka io enable equal
parmership of NPC in the JNA process..” perhaps aptly describes the
about the role of the UN. What you do not note in your response
communicate with the central government — like you did while pursuing central govemment approval
for the proposed Special Advisor. | offered to arrange for you and your Board of Ministers &
comprehensive briefing on the INA, including elaborating on the scope, purpose and key outcomes.
Unfortunately you never responded to the request. This offer of the UN stands to-date.

We therefore were surprised that after your meetings in New York in July, different media channels
were presenting the draft concept nofe that was shared with you as something that was “leaked”.

Justice C.V. Wigneswaran
Chief Minister, Northern Provincial Council, Jatfna
United Nations, Office of the UN Resident Co-ordinator

204 Bauddhaioks Mawatha + P.0.Box 1503, Colombo 7, Sti Lanks
Telephone: «u;zsum Fax: 494 (1) 2581116 or 2589691 + E mail: info k@one.unorg

Given that the draft concept note was shared with stakeholders including yourself in addition to me
‘making a public statement setting out the peacebuilding framework on 4 June, there was mthing to be
leaked. This, in our view, does not meet the standard of transparency that is expected of any high
office. The Peacebuilding Fund concept note setting out the initial thinking of the Govcmnwm of Sri
Lanka and the UN has been discussed extensively with Government stakeholders and civil society
organizations. Henceforth, | strongly encourage you to convey all your concerns and comments 10 the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, given that the Ministry represents the Government of Sri Lanka to
formally seek support from the Peacebuilding Fund. I would also like to clarify that there is no direct
connection between the JNA and the Peacebuilding Programme as you aliude to in your letter to other
UN officials.

[ avail this opportunity to highlight that UN agencies have been working alongside the people of
conflict affected areas in different phases of displacement and return that started long before you took
office as the Chief Minister of the Northern Province. This association continues through an extensive
UN programme of support in the five districts of the Northern Province. You will recall that the UN
has invited you for ceremonies supporting livelihood generation in your Province, which
you have repeatedly declined. We therefore wish to note our strong disagreement with your comment
that the UN is not being sensitive to the needs of conflict affected people. The UN, in its operations,
will continue to be guided by its core mandate in alf its programmes and will not be subordinate to
any specific political agenda.

1 would also like to point out that in reference t your comments related to my duties and
responsibilities as the UN Resident Coordinator in dealing with the Tamil National Alliance, it is best
if we operate on the principle of mutual respect and understanding. | would also like to clarify that
UN’s engagement with you and your office will continue to focus only on projects specific to the
‘Northern Province that fall within the remit of devolved subjects.

1 thank you for nominating a representative to future interactions with UN. I wish to
encourage your nommlmd representative to liaise with Mr, Ganesarajah Rajendrakumar, Assistant
Country and Social Inclusion Team at UNDP. He will
represent UNDP and has been tasked 1o discuss matters specifically related to the
component under the Peacebuilding Fund that will be led by UNDP to support the Northern and the
Eastern Provincial authorities,

As mentioned above, on the overall concept and framework of the Peacebuilding Fund the UN will
liaise with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, which will coordinate inputs from different implementing
agencics, including the Northern Provincial administration.

I will be sharing this letter with senior UN officials in New York as is standard practice. Looking
forward to further deepening UN’s engagement with the Northern Province.

Yours sincerely;

Subinay Nandy
UN Resident Coordinator and
UNDP Resident Representative

cc: Hon. R. Sampanthan, Leader, TNA

Office of the
104 Bauddbsioka Mawstha » P.0.Box 1505, Colombo 7, ¢ Lanka
Tm mmmmﬂ Fax: 494 (1) 381116 or $89691 » Internet: fo.lka@undp org
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