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To his Excellency Sir George
William Anderson, knight commander
of the most honourable order of
the bath Govornor and Commander
in Chief and over the British
settlements and Territories in the
Island of Ceylon with the Depende
ncies there of &c.,&c., Colombo.
The humble petition of Canther
Arumugam of Naloor,
May it please your Excellency;
The petitioner is equally
bound to acknowledge that the
labours of the different missiona
ries in the Northern Province the
state of society has been consid
erably improved. It would however
be disingenuous on his Part were
he to hesitate respectfully and
with deference to express his own

conviction that had the influence
in the Missionary Schools been
less exacting of the renunciation
of the conscientious attachment to
the religious predilection entertain
ed by the Tamil youths instructed
therein, the latter would have
derived morally greater advan
tages from tuition imparted to
them. The desire to acquire a
complete knowledge of the English
language and the other informa
tion afforded in these Seminaries
induced many to conform for a time
to the rules to which however they
paid little regard after the comple
tion of their studies.

The Tamil community duly
appreciate the instructions affor
ded in the Governments Schools
without reference to any religious
professions and they much lament
the abolition of those schools in
1843 in lieu of which an annual
grant of 500 is allowed to be expen
ded on general education amongst
the catholic Missionaries.

Since that period the parents
and relatives of many youth in the
country felt reluctant to send them
to Mission school preferring that
the instruction needed to qualify
their children for both a useful and
profitable career in life, should not
involve their alienation from and
moral requirements amongst their
countrymen. .

To meet their views the Petitio
ner suggested in 1848 the establi
shment at Vannarponnai of a Tamil
Seminary supported exclusively by
voluntary contributions daily of
some rice which being sold, the
value in money is employed to
defray the necessary expenses.

The seminary is under the volu
ntary and gratuitous superintende
nce of the Petitioner himself. In it
about 189 boys are instructed by
seven teachers, who received their
education from the Petitioner and
the studies pursued are of a supe
rior order than those imparted in
the ordinary village School either
of Missionaries or conducted by
private individuals. The several
branches taught are enumerated in
the annexed list. Some of the schol
ars come from a distance of 10,15
and even20 miles finding their own
board and lodging in thevicinity;
a satisfactory evidence that the
arrangements in questions cong
enial with the views of the scholars
themselves as well as of their
parents and friends. Through the
liberality of the late Arumugam
Chetty a convenient site had been
obtained in an eligible situation at
Vannarponnai, on which has been
erected a spacious school room.

Sgd.C.Arumugam

Jaffha,December 15 1852.
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