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m THE BIBLE AS LITERATURE

The Bible is the sacred book of the christians. A pious
christian reads and studies it for moral guidance and spiritual inspiration. To
him it is the word of God - the revelation of God’s eternal will. As Walt
Whitman said “To myriads it has been the shore and rock of safety”.

But the bible can be read in another way, both by christians and
people of other creeds, and by such as have no religious beliefs at all. It can
be read simply as great literature. Even for christians (said by Robert Louis
Stevenson) “It would startle and move anyone if they could read it freshly
like a book, not droningly and chillily like a portion of the Bible”. We can
study the Bible, ancient Hebrew literature, as we study the great pagan
literatures of ancient Greece and Rome, with delight and interest and mental
profit. In the book of Isaiah for example, we shall find poetry as sublime as
anything in Homer or virgil.

Most of us have to read the Bible in translations, for only learned
men canread it in the original Hebrew and Greek. But as the Bible has been
translated into all languages of the world, it is an open book for every one.
The translation with which we are most familiar is the English Authorized
version, “which” says a great literary critic, “not only intrinsically but historically
is out and away the greatest book of English prose” No one can fully
appreciate English literature without a knowledge of English Bible, which
(Says the same critic) “Set a seal on our national style, thinking and speaking”

What is the Bible? The word “Bible” means books, and the Bible is
not a book, but many books, infact it is a library. The first part (called the
Old Testament) is a collection of all the ancient Jewish literature written in
Hebrew that has come down to us. It consists of thirty-nine books written
by different authors in different periods of time. It includes history, law,
philosophy, poetry and poetical drama. Though it is through out more or less
religious, this great literature is wide in scope and varied in nature. It contains
some of the finest prose and poetry in the world. The New Testament (Second
part) is the distinctly Christain part of the Bible, as the old is the Jewish. It
also contains a number of books, including four lives of Christ and the letters
of Paul the first Chirstian Missionary.

Literature has been defined as “a record of memorable speech it
preserves in words a records of such deeds and thoughts as we deem worthy
of preserving” The Bible is certainly this. As one writer says. “The Bible is
the epic of the word.. .. ... Alllife’s fever is there its hopes and joys it suffering
and sin and sorrow”

By- Andrewjah Andrew Jeyananthan,
Grade 10, English Mediam
P90
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