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An Observer of current events

This week un Parliament Messrs. Thondaman and Rajaratna broke the
uneasy silence that hung over the recent 'trouble’ at Bandarawela. Varied
versions some exaggerated and other understated have left the people
wondering as to what realy happened at Bandarawela.

Whatever it may be Messrs. Rajaratne and Thondaman had to fight once
again over an issue that was brought about by person whom they both
hated bitterly, of course for different reasons. The protagonist of this
whole episoda is [lancheliyan the General Secretry of the Ceylon Dravida
Munnestra Kazhagam (Dravidian Progressive Association) ’

A young, short, lean, hungry looking 'Leader’ Ilanchelian says he is bent
on achieving social justice for the uncared - for estate labour. His is a
chequered history of growth. Ilanchelian is not his true name. It is his
adopted name a practice which is found among the D.M.K. men in South
India, Names which recall the martial spirit of the early Tamil are taken over
by the D.M.K. men. ' )

It is in that line of imitation that the young Kumaran who started his life as
a house boy in Colombo has now become Ilancheliyan (the young Pandya).

v
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Break

Before 1957 the D.M.K. movement in Ceylon was a unified one. But with a
conference held at Nawalapitiya in 1957 the movement irretrievably broke
itself into two different sections. One was led by Ira Athimani and the
other was led by Ilancheliyan.

The name D.M.K. has a magical appeal to the younger generation of
South India and to the Indian population here D.M.K. has always been the
champion of the lowest in society. Though it never had anything positive
to offer as solution for the social evils which it so vehemently condemned
the way it attacked those responsible for those injustices appealed to the
suffering lot.

Thus, for the first time criticism was turned towards the well established
Indian labour leaders in Ceylon .

The school-going estate population soon developed an irresistable admi-
ration for this movement agaist ideolatory and thus Ilanchelian was also
able to make intial headway into the hearts of the youth among Indian

labour.

This susited him best for in the Colombo D.M.K. circles he was almost a
discredited person. Thus with an enforced stay in the estates he began to
further his movement and expand his activities, while in Colombo the
D.M.K. movement became a movement of the hotel boys and milk ven-
dors.

first the D.M.K. movement in the estate areas was essentially a movement
for social reform. In fact, the name itself was kept on to show that it was
essentially a movement to clean up things socially. But with the turn of the
Language problem in Ceylon, the D.M.K. also began to take a strong
stand. This was more a strategy than the adherence to a firm principle.

Ilancheliyan argued that the Thondamans and Azizes were antipathic to
the linuistic aspirations of the Indian Tamil labour and pointing to what he
called the official silence of the Democratic Workers Congress and the
Ceylon Workers congress on the language problem claimed that what he
had been telling against these foreces were vindicated.

Thus, he began to carry forward into the hearts of the younger generation
the ncessity to remain tamils in fact the D.MK. was perhaps the earliest of
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all movements to dub the Indian estate labour as Upcountry Tamils who
have nothing to do with south india.

While Ilanceliyan was making slow but steady progress the big Trade
Union bosses took no notice of him In fact for many he was an upstart
who need not be taken very seriously But the changing attitude of the
federal party and its Inceresing eagerness to bring within its fold eastate
lobour changed the whole picture. -

In the anxiety of the F.P.to get a foothold in the eastats Ilancheliyan saw a
lifetime's chance and used it properly. He invited the leading Tamil leaders
. to the now famous Hatton conference.

Opportunity

The F.Palso in its turn made the best use of this chance and said that
though Ilancheliyan it would go to the estate workers and fight for their
language rights. Newspapers carried photographs and long speeches.
The language problem seemed to have extended from North and East to
the central regions. Everyone sat up and Ilancheliyan has become a figure
to be reckoned with in Ceylon politics. The Government added dignity to
him by proseribing the DMK movement.

Though one may say that the other DMK organization to were affected by
this the fact remains that they were only letter - head organization and not
even one hundredth effective and popularly based an Ilancheliyan's move-
ment.

After the banning which almost coincided with the expulison of S.chellian
from the Lanka EstateWorkers Union. Ilancheliyan's began to associate
with Chelliah and they proudly proclaimed that in the near future they
would form the All Ceylon United Estate workers Union to give leadership
to the indian estates labour which is now tried of the leadership given by
the Congress.

With the advent of better organised political parties like the U.N.P. and the
F.P. in the estate areas all the proclamations and the declaretions of the
Ilanchelian - Chelliah group remained lonely cries which were never heard
and even if heard never heeded. ‘

To Ilancheliyan who at one stage entertained within himself the idea that
the F.P. would seek his help to establish a Trade Union in the plantation
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area came a further shock when Chelliah too deserted him and joined the
D.W.C.

From that time onward he was making frantic efforts to catch the popular
eye and Bandarawela has given him an opportunity.

Identity

Though officially disowned by the Indian D.M.K which finds no cause
whatsoever for the existence of a D.M.K movement in Ceylon yet
[lancheliyan continus to have the name, for without that his identity will
perhaps be lost.

He himself has said that the D.M.K in Ceylon has no connection whatso-
ever with South India. In fact he is for better understanding with the
Sinhalese workers and futher cooperation with the Sinhalese working class
for the ultimate benefit of the working class in general.

But with all this every Ceylonese attitudes why should he retain the In- -
dian name?

Of course. Ilancheliyan has no specific answer to give.

Perhaps he does not want to reveal so openly the magnetic hold Indian
D.MX literature and films have on the adolescent estate youth which
makes him to cling on to the name D.M.K,

llancheliyan's emphasison the cultural aspects has brought in wonderful
response from the D.W.C. and the C.W.C. for each of these instituations
now have thier own departments of cultural affiars.

With the growing development of ceylonese Tamil literature efforts are
made Upcountry to foster literature which is truly representative of the
Upcountry Tamils. Also many drama societies and folk lore socieeties
have been esatblished.

Aims

Though Ilancheliyan speaks of homes for the aged. proprietary rights
over over line houses after 20 years of residence ect. He has neither the
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organization not the money to do anything much in this field.

Asked whether his movement is only a phase in the development of the
estate labour. he maintains that his men have infiltrated all the other all the
estate labour organizations.

by.S.Thillainathan’
(Sunday Observer)
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INDIAN EXPANSIONISM

The next class that explains the political philosophy of the Janatha
Vimukthi Peramuna is on Indian Expansi.onism.Today are several
revolutionary parties too.All these political parties look at only one
as pact of this Indian problem.They merely Talk about the estate
workers and iilicit immigrants.But there is something clearly more
to it. There is a shrewd plan to bring imperi alist India to the status of
a World-Wide Empire.It is a certian course of action.As a matter
of fact,the political parties referred to earl ier have tried to show us
that the Indian problem was only the problem of state labour and

illicit immigrants.But we on our part canmot show the tree for the

wood,because the wood does not mean just one tree. There are

other trees as well. This subject of Indian Expansionism or the In-

dian problem is like that wood-a whole forest - which we should try

to understand .Further when we look at this problem we should

also take a look at its ramifications and involvements.

We know that from ancient times this country has had to
face Indian invasions.There have been times when this country
had even been ruled by India.Ceylon had been and important naval
centre for India. We should also look at Indian’s position.Today it
has become an American neo-colony.

German,English American and such other capitalits have
come to India and opened up joint enterprises and are now Jjointly
exploiting that country. The Benz Company of Germany and the
Tata Company of India are now , through a combined
nature,manufacturing the “Tata-Benz’vehicles.Similarly the British
Leyland Company and the Indian Ashok Company have combined
for the “Ashok-Leyland”’products.In this way Joint stock Compa-
nies have been set up in India in alliance with imperialists. But these
countries “Tata-benz’cannot be exported to Germany ,America
,Russia , England or Japan. that is because these countries also
produce them. These should them. There should a mar-ket for these
capitalist Companies where they could sell these products. It is to
find this market that Indian is trying to exert it’s imperialist influ-
ence on neighbouring countries. .

In the past, Empires were built by mobilising armies and
waging war. That cannot be done today, for International Law could
provoke other counties to interfere and therefore efforts are being
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made through subtle methods to expand it’s Empire. This can be
seen and read from books written by these Indian capitalist political
leaders like the Nehrus and Gandhis and these Indian pundits like
the pannikkars. It is the same theory plainly seen in Nehru’s ‘Dis-
covery of India’ .there are also other books , for example India and
the neighbouring countries. This shows clearly that not only Nehru
but even other politicians of India have been thinking in terms of an
empire covering the surrounding areas.their intentions about Ceylon
are also evident from these books, The doctrine or theory of the
ruling class of these people makes one thing amply clear to us.An
investigation into this matter showed that Indian expansionism is
being increasingly felt throughout the world. Even China’a Mao Se
Tung has referred to it. It is also clear when we consider matters
affecting our own country. India is opposed to all it’s neighbours. Take
east Pakistan, Kashmir, Nepal, West Pakistan, China or even Ceylon
and we find that there has been some conflict or other over some
boundary issue or other.A probe into this subject will prove this
contention.

We should next see how these people have attempted to
implement their politics. If our country is taken as an example we
find that the Indian problem which our country is facing has grown
out of a number if issues such as Indian capitalists. Borax mer-
chants, smuggling,illicit imurnigrants, estate labour etc. Even in the
cultural sphere we find that our country has been invaded to a vast
extent by the Indian expansionists, through the cinema and art etc.
These are matters we should give thought to. Our ruling class how-
ever does notpay attention to these matters. They only talk about
estate labour and illicit immigrants. Let us see how the Indian capita-~
list class has come here and captured our country. We know why
distinguished citizenship have been given in Ceylon. Indian capital-
ists have come here and established companies. These company
owners are the people who have received distinguished citizenship
by bringing certain present rules or our country. A person should be
given distinguished citizenship for establishing companies in this
country and transferring the wealth earned through the sweat and
toil of our people to their own country .Let us take our
. stries. Apart from the industries that are in the control of gov-
ernment corporations the rest are mostly are one could even say
entirely,in the hands of Indian capitalists the Jaganathans,J afferie
Brothers Moosajees and Hidramanis.It is the Indian capitalist class
which largely controls Ceylon’s Industries. The Ekala Industrial
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Estate is another example where a large part is owned by Indian
Capitalists wield immense influence in Horana too these people
wanted set up a new factory.In this way the Indian capitalist class
has started Industries in Ceylon joint enterprises in Ceylon.And,they
have become able to exert an immense influence on Ceylon’s
economy.This Indian Capitalist class has today become a force
behind every political party contesting a general election in this
country. These companies have bee helping political parties. We should
next look at the question of Borahs in Ceylon.These are 53 compa-
nies are in the hands of Borah merchants.Its meaning becomes
clear when we look at its this way.It becomes clear the extent to
which these Borah merchants can influer the very life of our
people.In fact the entire gold and silver jewellery business is in their
hands. This is way the Pettah is today referred to as little madras. To
be briefall this shows clearly the extence of areally subtle strategy.In
fact it has become possible for these people today to apply foreven
injunctions against the ruling class of this country.some days the
visa issued to a Borah merchant who was in Ceylon on a temporar.

Residence permit was cancelled by our Ministry of defence.
The cancellation was made before the normal expiration of the
permit. What did the borah man then do? There was an occasion
when he went to Court saying that the Government of this country
had no authority to cancel his temporary residence permit. This
happened quite recently. This shows that these Indian Borah mer-
chants had even the strength to bring pressure to bear on our poli-
ticians as well that they had the capacity to do it. Let us no take the
question of Estate Labour or of illicit immigrants, or even of smug-
gling. On the one hand we import goods for the consumption of our
people by spending our country’s money - our country’s foreign
exchange. Our foreign exchange thus goes to India. On the other
hand, the goods brought into this country go to India from points
right around the North. In other words, the goods bought with our
country’s money for the consumption of our own people are smug-
gled into India. Rice and even tractors, it was heard recently, had
been among the goods so smuggled. Valuable goods are sent to
abroad in this manner and goods like sarees and wrist watches are
brought here. So, even through smuggling these Indjan Imperialists
are interfering with the pubilic life of this country. The Indian capi-
talist class in Ceylon assist in the smuggling business. The Indian
capitalist class is in fact behind all these ventures. The other day
these matters were even seen published in the press. Similarly, in
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this country, we have bureaucratic administration . We have read in
the papers that as a result of this bureaucratic administration the
officials themselves have had a hand in these enterprises.

Let us go back to the question of illicit immigration and ask
ourselves why these illicit immigrants come here. It is said that they
come here because they have no food there, no clothing there, the
price of goods is too high and they have no means of lifelihood
there. How do they come? There is a group there waiting to send
them and a group here waiting to receive them. Some of our rulers
- communalist ruler have stated that it is a good thing that they
come her that they should come here. What ultimately has happen
is that it has now become a problem to our country.Illicit immi-
grants come here. Our bureaucrats here have made arrangements
took provide them with all facilities including facilities to obtain citi-
zenship if necessary. We recently read in the papers that they had
even been issued with rice ration books and that Birth Certificates
of Sinhalese children had been altered to give the race as Tamil. So
this has grown into a great danger to us.It is said that illicit immi-
grants are now working in chenas in the dry zone with the Sinhalese
chena cultivators. In Colombo and other places they are said to be
found in thousands working in boutiques and factories. It was alsc
read in the papers recently that illicit immigrant colonies have beer
established in the dry zone, in place like Wellawaya and Badulla . I
this light the problem of illicit immigration has become really acute
problem for this country.

The problem of estate labour is another that need our attantion.
Indian labourers were not brought here with any love for our coun-
try. They were not brought here to develop our country or to grow
the food of our people or to develop our economy. They were brought
because the indian imperialist sanded cheap labour for their tea
estate. The Indian Imperialist wanted to earn more profits with
cheap labour , and develop their Empure. That was the motive.
When the estate owners..........

left ,they left behind these labourers and the problem they
created. They left behind a problem for us. So much so what they
estate workers themselves could influence the life of the larger
population of this country. There are several lakhs of Estate work-
ers in ceylon. They enjoy greater previleges thanthe people of this
country. In fact one could say that they enjoy previleges that the
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ordir.lar-y people of this country do not enjoy. The common people
9f tl:)lS country live in utter destitution, in sulms, or on rivers andeven
inriver mouths, having no proper place to live in. But every estates
workers has ahouse the estate and receives an education and even
his food from the estate. Infact the estate supplies him with all his
ne-eds of life. Life is not difficult for him. But the genuine people of
this country and their children have no employment, no fixed em-
ployrpent, no job, whatsoever, no permanent abode. That is the
question. The question. The Indian problem has become a serious
problem for our people. This problem is not what seen on the sur-
face. Underneath it more subtle and tactical operation are taking
place. We know of a movement called the Dravida Munnetra
Kalagam. This is directed by the Tamil Movement Illanchellian have
come to Ceylon and called upon the estate workers in this country
to fight to capture political power. Recently in 1969, ATamil Pusari
called Kundakudi Adikalar had come to Ceylon and stated that
Ceylon had once been a Tamil Kingdom and that they should fight
to win it back. The M.G.R./actor, has stated that he will never
sleep in peace until he comes to Ceylon, marries a Ceylonese girl
bec.ome King of Ceylon and rides round Colombo on the back of z;
white horse. These are the views that these Tamil imperialists have
put forward. These Indian Imperialists are therefore clearly at-
tempting to subjugate Ceylon through these devices and through
the Indians here. It was also learnt from the reprint in the newspa-
pers and other means that the estate. We Tamil Movement was
be.mg trained to fight. They are certainly training to fight. This is
evidence from what that person called Ilanchellian himselfhas stated.
So, let us understand that the problem brought by the Estate work-
ers from India are these. We must next see how these problems
effect here. There will be no direct effect on us as by adirect war.
Ittakes effect in our country in subtle and tactical ways. For these
ends it largely makes us of the pro-imperialist ruling class or the
bureaucratic rulers of this country on the one hand and the medium
of the cinema and art of this country on the other. Take the cine for
e>.<ample; the cinema companies in this country - Ceylon Theatres,
Cinemas Ltd., Ceylon Entertainments are all owned by Tamils. Thei;
effort is to import Tamil films from India, that is South India, and
dub them in Sinhala with all the South Indian culture portrayed in
them left in tact and screen then for our people. Godd films pro-
duced by Ceylonese are not given screening time, in their theatres.
Th<‘ey are just elbowed out. In this way they have made the cinema
their medium of propagating their imperialistic ideas amon g the peo-
BreusoT . @emehGaflwe ' '
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ple. It is for this purpose that they bring films from abroad, most of
them Tamil films. It is MGR M.G.R. plays in everyone of these
films. Itis M.G.R. who win every battle. It is MGR who becomes
their one and only leader.Even if you go to remote in villages in
ceylon you will find our sinhalese youth applauding whenever the
name of MGR is mentioned. MGR receives greater addulation than
our own popullar leaders like Bandranayake and Dudley
Senanaike.So,through these subtle methods attempts are being made
to inveigle or persuade our people to follow or to accept these power
-hungry political leaders.There is another thing in regart to the
cinema.The Tamil films showse to estate workers are tamil film
containing battle scenes,scenes of fighting. But the films show to
our sinhalese youth by these films companies likes cinemas Ltd.
and Ceylon Theartres are films on love. By showing to our people
these films on India subjects like love,the intend to make our people,a
people with defeatise views unable to face society. There afford is
to weaken our people's culture and make there own countrymem
here militant so that they could order us about.Now we have in our
country these simple things like cotton vest,calendars,bicycle. Take
the bicycle for instancd. There is a thing called the "Keep rest” the
slip-over covers use on the bar of a cycle. You will see a picture of
MGR on it. MGR is an Indian actor. We have good actors in our
country. We have good leaders in our country.But why is aiways
MGR portrayed in all this things? It is picture that is aiways
printed.As a matter of fact this is one link in whole chain to subtle
tactical scheming. That is what is obvious.It is quite clear that through
these subtle ways they are trying to infiltrat into the life of our
people and spread theire imperialist authority with in our country
t00. We know of the film Arasa Kattalai.It depicts how MGR con-
quers a cocuntrys. There is also the Adimai Penn. Arasa Kattalai
showad how MGR goes to somecountries,befriend girl from that
country and through subjugates thst country. Adimai Penn depicts a
woman who continues to slave. This film shows how MGR goes in
to a country ruled by a woman and tactically subjugate that country.In
fact the story contained in this film almost appears to have been
devised to be screened with our country in view all this shows how
the influence these indian expansionists this tactical process of
inperial expansionism,is being subtly and strategically in implemented
here. Thisisnota prot';lem that is limited to the questions labour and
illicit immigratid one as to look at its history,its ramifications it in-
volvements in one is to pull out roots and all and field its solutions.In
fact certain revolutionary cliques in this countrys,ceratain revolu-
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tionary groups who have no philosophy state that the state workers
in our country are revolutionaries,that is to say you should launch
the revolution. There is another grouph that says that illictit inymni-
grants belong to the proletariat,that they should remain in
ceylon. What do these people really have in there minds? these cstste
workers are not people who givesthrough to this-country whom do
they care india's MGR and india's readers. We cannot expect them
to set up a socialist goverment in this co untry after a
revolution.No.their revolution will be to capture power and then to
hand it over to. India. That is clear, a daylight. they will hand over
this country to India, to the Dravida Munnetra Kalagam orevento

MGR. so that he may rule Ceylon. There for it is obvious thata }
clear and fearless solution must be found for the problem ofillicit ' ‘
immigrants and estate labor. A similar clear and fearless solution

must be found for the problem of the Borahs, and also decisive
solution for these Indian capitalists. A decisive solution is neces-
sary to meet these various problems ofillicit immigration and smug-
gling too, no foreigners can illicitly enter India over the sea. He
would be shot. In our countrym the illicit immigrants have become
capable of killing over soldiers who are guarding northern sea front
to prevent the entry of these wary same illicit immigrants they are
encouraged by the capitalist class forces in this country. In the past
we have had our Armed forces to watch the northern coast, but
they could not fully controlled this menace. I is stated in the press
that high bureaucrats have been assisting these culprits with ad-
vice. That is something that we can imagine for ourselves. How-
ever, we note that the present government can never solve this
problem. Burma’s Ne Win had problem similar to our Estate Labor
problem. There were teak plantations in Burma. Indian workers
were there in these plantations what did NE Win do? He ordered
them to leave within 24 hours and all of them left. That is the type
of solution that one could think of for our country’s problem too.
Similarly we can accept some sections of them if they agree to join
our own people and give up their communalism. These estates
workers have a motherland-India. The Indian capitalists class in
exploiting them ifthese workers are really the proletariate in their
own country they should g0 back to that country and save that
country from being exploited by their own capitalist class and the
American imperialists. The Janatha Vimukthy Peramuna is definite
opposed to and will definitely the contention and policy that they
are here and therefore belong here . All these facts show that the
question of Indian expansionism is not a matter limited to the influ-
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ence of'illicit immigration or estate labor. It is and influence that is
far more serious. Ifareally fearless decisive solution is not found it
it will have and immense bearing on the life of the people of our
country and, through, cultural invasion, our country can even be
swallowed up their empire. The Parliamentary system of Govern-
ment that we have today has not been able to find a solution for this
problem. That system of Parliamentary Government has provided
in this country for 25 long years since 1947. They have not been
able to touch even the fringe of this problem. An effort was made
to solve this problem through facilities to implement it. They did not
get the capital to do it for the worked. It will therefore become
necessary for us to say that if we are to give a real reply to Indian
expansionism stand save the country from Indian expansionist and
a socialist republic should be established in the country for that
purpose the existing capitalist social system should be changed.that
is what we have to say. This ends the class on * Indian expansion-
ism’ which illustrates the political philosophy of our party. The
Janatha Vimuthi Peramuna.
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